
Wednesday January 2nd, 2019 

    The Atlin Whisper 
“Never doubt that a small group of committed citizens can change the world.” 

Margaret Mead 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations Nadia! 

The North didn't have to wait long for its first medal at the Canada Winter Games in 

Prince George, B. C., as Team Yukon biathlete Nadia Moser picked up a silver yesterday 

on the second day of competition.  

"I was pretty excited," said Moser. "I was really surprised too, actually."  

Moser's medal came in the in the junior women's 12.5 kilometre individual event. The 

Whitehorse resident finished the race in a time of 42 minutes and 55 seconds, and hit 16 of 

20 targets in the shooting portion of the event. 

One minute is added to a racer's time for each missed shot, resulting in a final time of 46 

minutes and 55 seconds—just under two minutes off the gold medal winning time from 

Ontario's Leilani Tam von Burg, and 47 seconds ahead of third place Emily Dickson, from 

B.C. 

Moser is a 17-year-old competing in an event where athletes can be as old as 21. 

"I wasn't expecting it," she said of her finish. "I've raced against a lot of these girls before 

and I don't usually place." 

Article and Picture by CBC 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=C2To1ADk&id=5229CFF11DBBF9021F3EDD1C081DD59FEEC9872B&thid=OIP.C2To1ADksPw5ZCQY1irBDQEsCo&mediaurl=https%3a%2f%2fi.cbc.ca%2f1.4957400.1545497711!%2ffileImage%2fhttpImage%2fimage.jpg_gen%2fderivatives%2f16x9_780%2fmoser-nadia-181222-1180.jpg&exph=439&expw=780&q=CBC++picture+of+Nadia+Moser+wins&simid=608044999701367387&selectedIndex=0


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 

 



 

 



Matinee 

 

January Movies 

The Historic Globe Theatre 

 

Friday January 4:  The Croods  
 

  Doors Open 2:30  Show Time 3:00– 4:45 Rated G 

 

3D computer-animated comedy adventure: When the Crood’s prehistoric 

cave is destroyed, they set out to explore a spectacular landscape filled with 

fantastic creatures, strange surprises, and a whole new world of adventure. 

 

Sunday January 6:  Roxanne 

  

 Doors Open 6:30  Show Time 7:00 – 9:00   rated PG 
Starring Steve Martin, Daryl Hannah directed by Fred Schepisi 
 

Romantic Comedy: Fire chief C.D has an astonishingly long nose which 

is no laughing matter.  C.D contends with jerky nose jokes, a bumbling 

crew of firemen, and his secret love for astronomy student Roxanne. 

 

Sunday January 13:  Tombstone 

  

 Doors Open 6:30  Show Time 7:00 – 9:15   rated 14A 
Starring Kurt Russell Val Kilmer directed by George P. Cosmatos 
 

Western: U.S Marshall Wyatt Earp, and Doc Holiday team up to bring 

law to the lawless in a notorious showdown with ruthless outlaws at the 

O.K. Corral. 
 

Admission Donation 
Concession items marked 

All proceeds go towards the heating bill 
Facebook: @ExploreAtlin     Email: exploreatlin@gmail.com 

Presented by Heather Keny 

mailto:exploreatlin@gmail.com


Atlin Hydro Expansion Project News and Updates 
The Atlin Hydro Expansion Project is a potential project that would expand power production on Pine Creek 
through the development of two additional micro-hydro powerhouses. One powerhouse would be located 
adjacent to the existing powerhouse (the “upper powerhouse”), while a second would be located on lower Pine 
Creek (the “lower powerhouse”). Power would be exported to southern Yukon communities via a proposed 
transmission line from Atlin to Jake’s Corner. The feasibility of the project is currently being investigated by its 
proponent company, Tlingit Homeland Energy Limited Partnership (THELP), a company 100% owned by the Taku 
River Tlingit First Nation. 

On November 27th, THELP held a public open house at the Globe Theatre. Our intention was to update the 
community on the work that has been carried out this past year, changes to the project design, and to share 
information on upcoming work. For those of you who were unable to attend, we’d like to share the key topics from 
that meeting. 

First, the final Transmission Line Feasibility Study has been completed. The final design did not change from the 
draft feasibility study presented in February, 2018. The line would be a 69Kv line comprised of 3-strands on 55 ft. 
western red cedar poles spaced at approximately 100 m apart. Located almost entirely on the east side of the Atlin 
Highway within the Right of Way (ROW), the line would require a 13 m wide clear-span width. Comments and 
concerns heard last February from the public related primarily to the construction, operation and management of 
the line, and will be considered further and incorporated during the environmental and socio-economic 
assessment of the Project. 

Second, work on the Generation Feasibility Study has begun, with the focus being on the upper powerhouse 
components, (e.g. development of a power canal with a headpond and penstock to the upper powerhouse), and 
hydrological and power studies. Of critical importance to this work was determining a storage range on Surprise 
Lake, and the minimum flows required in Pine Creek, as both of these have a direct and significant bearing on how 
much power can be produced, i.e. water flows and volumes diverted for power production, and the type of turbine 
that can be used. At this stage of the project, the following design criteria have been selected in consideration of 
environmental and socio-economic values: 

• Storage range of Surprise Lake: 2.0 m with 913.85 m elevation at the upper range and 911.85 elevation at 
the bottom range. The current license for the existing hydro facility has maximum flood elevation of 913.85 m. 

• Pine Creek minimum flows: Minimum flow of 0.4 m3/s in the by-pass reach, which means the minimum 
flow that would remain in the creek below the points where water is diverted into the penstock (i.e. piped to the 
powerhouse), including the flow over Pine Creek falls. Before development of the existing hydro facility, this was 
the natural winter flow in Pine Creek.  

 Developing a good picture of what this looks like operationally for the lake and Pine Creek at different times of the 
year is still in progress. 

In terms of the lower powerhouse, although no significant design work has occurred, a few key changes have been 
made to the project concept based on feedback from the community. For example, the location of the 
powerhouse has been moved from near Pine Creek recreational beach to a site to the northeast, away from 
potential recreational users. As well, the need for a surge pipe up Monarch Mountain has been eliminated from 
the design at this time. Although more expensive, we worked hard to find a solution to this project component to 
reduce the impact to residences and users of the Monarch Mountain trail. 

Last, the penstock has been re-routed to cross Warm Bay Road to pass in front of the campground in the existing 
cleared ROW (the penstock is underground and not visible), avoiding residences near South Pine Drive. As a final 
comment, we also reiterated that, while the existing powerhouse has no sound dampening technology employed 
in the construction of the building, a lower powerhouse near residential areas would be designed and constructed 
to minimize and/or eliminate noise to the greatest extent possible.  



In addition to the feasibility work, baseline studies have also been ongoing for wildlife and wildlife habitat, 
fisheries, water quality, hydrology, and archaeology. The data and implications of this first year of baseline studies 
are still be compiled. Something of interest to the environmental and socio-economic assessment was the 
significance of the low-lying mouth of Pine Cup Creek on Surprise Lake to both spawning Arctic grayling and 
nesting Arctic terns. This area influenced our decision to assume the lower 2.0 m storage range at this time, rather 
than a 2.5 m storage range for Surprise Lake, to avoid inundating the habitat there. 

Finally, we also discussed the benefits of the project, with direct examples from how the existing hydro project has 
generated employment and wealth in the community, (e.g. the growth and expansion of ATELP with nine full-time 
employees, three part-time employees, and a new welding business). The development of the Skills Employment 
and Training Program, as well as implementation of the Taku-Atlin Land Use Plan, and $40,000 annually to the Atlin 
Community Improvement District are all examples of contributions from the existing hydro project. 

So, although the project would create few direct jobs after construction (~4 – 8), we shared that the real post-
construction benefits of the project would come from the dividends – dividends that would be re-invested in the 
community through other business opportunities and business expansion, and local governance, programming, 
education and development initiatives that bring reliable jobs and social benefits. Unlike a business from outside of 
Atlin providing a few seasonal jobs but removing the majority of profits to their own home town or province, the 
hydro expansion project would be a local business that is mandated to reinvest its dividends in the community. 
And unlike extractive industries, the real benefits would occur not only in our lifetimes, but in our children’s and 
future generations’ lifetimes, as hydro projects typically last multiple generations.  

But do economic benefits always translate into community benefits?  We agree with you, if you said no, not 
always. While there is a large body of evidence to suggest a correlation, there is also evidence of a growing 
disconnect between Gross Domestic Product and quality of life all over the world. It is no longer assumed that 
economic development necessarily will lead to improved community well-being. Instead, there is a greater focus 
on the type of development, its ownership and centre of control, (e.g. is it local? Or do profits leave the impacted 
area?), and how the development fits into the social fabric of the community. With consideration of this more 
complete understanding of economic development, we believe that the Atlin Hydro Expansion Project has much to 
offer, being locally owned and operated, being responsive to community concerns, and in developing a renewable 
resource that is sustainable for the environment and consistent with the desire to sustain and grow our 
community into the future. 

An important consideration in the discussion of socio-economic and community benefits was also the question 
“Who is your community?” How you define your community affects your perception and understanding of the 
costs and benefits of a project. The answer to the question of whether you need to receive a direct monetary 
benefit from the project to believe that it benefits you, or whether you believe that projects that benefit members 
of your community, (monetarily or otherwise), also by extension benefits you through various direct and indirect 
pathways, is influenced by how you define your community – from the local level to the global. For example, if 
your community includes both Tlingit and non-Tlingit residents, or is a broader Northern regional community, or 
includes a global community in which we all have a responsibility to reduce greenhouse gasses, how you 
understand the project benefits may change. 

We will be having another public meeting with updates in the New Year, so please stay-tuned for more thoughtful 
discussions and productive meetings in the future. 

Thank you to all who attended, and we look forward to seeing folks at the next meeting. 

Gunalcheesh and thank you! 

Peter Kirby, Stuart Simpson, and the  

Tlingit Homeland Energy Team 



NORTHERN HOMES REAL ESTATE  

 

Trond Gulch 

In a pastoral setting this one-bedroom, 715 
sqft off-the-grid home on 9.88 acres 
surrounded by Crown Land.  Sauna and 
guest cabin.  $350,000   
 
Bear Creek Road  This two-story, three-bedroom log 
home with outbuildings is on 3.95 acres along Bear Creek Road and has had lots of recent 
updates.  $198,500. 
 
Wilson Street  Quiet mountain views from this four-bedroom, 1600 sqft home on two acres. 
 Open yard with raised beds and greenhouse. Where else can you find a kitchen like this at this 
price?  Great value at $197,500 
 
Pine Creek Subdivision Three-bedroom 1,336 sq ft family home on 1.75-acres in Pine Creek 
subdivision.  Backs onto Pine Creek.  $215,000  
 
Lake Street  Beautiful three-bedroom, renovated to brand new, 3,500 sq.ft. lakeside home. 
 Stunning lake and mountain views. Nothing between you and the lake!  $698,000 
 
Food Basket Thriving business in Atlin!  The building, land, rental suite, and grocery store are 
all included.  A great way for someone wanting an early retirement to make a comfortable 
living $448,000 

Second Street Shop with 60-amp service plus a 600 sq.ft. home (bachelor pad).  Grab your 
tools and get to work right away!  $115,000 
 

Discovery Single lot, 28x80, level, gravel, perfect for permanent RV, easy access on Discovery. 
$20,000  SOLD 
 
Discovery 3 adjoining lots, level, corner access  SOLD 
 

First Street Rare building site, 75x100’, level and ready for you to develop. $160,000.  SOLD 

 
Second Street Three adjoining lots totaling 90x100’, great view of the lake. Second street 
level is estimated 7’ higher than alley level.  $100,000 
 

First Street 2500 sq.ft. basement entry home with 4 bedrooms, 24x24’ garage, 60’ shed for 

wood, quads or whatever you need, very private 2 acres.  $187,000 
 
Ruffner Bay Stunning five-bedroom beautiful 4,000+ sqft home with two guest cottages and 
hangar.  Lakefront, off the grid 24-acre parcel, no neighbors!  $1,499,000 



 
Green Street 
Quiet three-bedroom 2,058 sq ft family home, quality built to code, one of the best shops in 
town on two acres.   $299,700 
 
Monarch Mountain  

Beautiful 4 BR log home on 4.45 acres with a great panoramic view. $399,900  SOLD 

 
Second Street 

Two adjoining lots totaling 60x100’, view property. $50,000.  SOLD 
Wishing Everyone a Happy, Healthy and Prosperous 

 2019  
Call Myrna at (250) 775-1019   

myrnablake1@gmail.com  

    Go to northernhomesbc.ca for more details.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Custom Fish Art—Fibreglass and 

Wood—Gary Hill’s Fish Art 
GARY HILL’S – CUSTOM, FISH REPRODUCTIONS 

PHONE 250 651 7553 
EMAIL – gary.hill@live.com 

7 MONARCH Drive 
ATLIN – BC. V0W 1A0 

WEB SITE – http://gary-hill.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
SVOP Licence, 24 ft. Boat, Transport Canada 
Commercial Registration 

 
Gary Hill, Atlin B.C. V0W 1A0 

Licensed, B.C. Guide 

Call-250 651-7553 Email gary.hill@live.com 

$850.00 per day - $550.00 per 1/2 day 

 

 

“Savannah” 
by Jeff Salmon 

There’s a woman, known for Jazz,  
Raised here in Savannah                  
Livin’ near the railroad tracks, 
Singin’ and playin’ pianah.                                
 
A window lets her voice come out               
And draws you in to hear more                       
On Friday nights, slow movin’ Jazz,             
Donations at the door. 
 
Her piano sets a steady beat                       
Your heart compelled to shadow                   
And mellow voice captures you 
With tales of love or sorrow.                          
 
Her man on sax wraps you in fog 
So there’s nothing you can see                   
And he’ll enhance a loving mood                      
Or blow hurt from way down deep.               

 
The moment their music reels you in             
You’re transported to a place 
You never, ever want to leave, 
Nor ever could replace.       
                         
copyright c 2018 Jeff Salmon 
jeffandmich67@gmail.com 

mailto:myrnablake1@gmail.com
mailto:gary.hill@live.com
http://gary-hill.com/
mailto:gary.hill@live.com


 

 

 

Atlin Christian Centre 

Affiliated with the Pentecostal 
Assemblies of Canada 

    Services Sunday 10:30 a.m. 

Come join us! 

         

 

 

          Fire Wood  Snow Removal     Wood Stove Pellets 

 

         Driveway Sanding 

Bob’s Contracting can help you with it all. 
Give them a call 250-651-2488 or 
email atlinhouseboat@gmail.com 

 

St. Martin’s Anglican 

Church 

10 a.m. Sunday 

  

Everyone Welcome 

 
 

                                
 

With winter coming we would like to remind everyone to please keep their driveways well plowed and 
pathways to water fills shovelled and clear of debris. 

 If your driveway is not clear for the water or sewer truck to use safely and he has to chain up a fee will 
be added to your invoice. 

Please also note that calls for same day water delivery service throughout the winter must be 
received no later than 11 a.m. of said day.  Thank you! 

Our mailing address is Box 318, Atlin BC V0W 1A0 
You can also email us at grizzlyhomeservices@gmail.com 

250-651-7463 
With thanks, Dana and Mary Hammond 

 

 
The next Whisper is Wednesday, January 16th. 

Submissions are due no later than Monday 9a.m Janurary 14
th

. 
Compiled and edited by Lynne Phipps.  

 Printing courtesy of RCMP Atlin; Printing costs courtesy of Literacy Now.  
Classifieds, news, upcoming events Contact 1-250-651-7861 or lynnephipps@hotmail.com if you have, pictures or 

articles you would like to submit. 
Please note that submissions should be sent in either WORD or JPEG whenever possible.  PDF must first be printed and 

then scanned back into the computer in order to format it into the paper.  This costs in both paper and ink. We know that 
at times a PDF is the only way, which is okay when necessary, but otherwise, as the Whisper is a FREE community service 

we appreciate your support in helping to keep the costs down as much as possible.  Thank You! 
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