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THE ALASKAN GOLD FIELDS AND THE OPPORTUNITIES THEY 
OFFER FOR CAPITAL AND LABOR. 

BY SAl\'!:. O. DUNHAM. 

[Recognizing the desire for trnstworthy information relating to the 
opportunities for remunerative employment of American labor and 
capital in the gold regions in the Yukon Valley and adjoining territory, 
Mr. Samnel C. Dnnham, of this Department, was directed to proceed 
to Alaska and to the locality of the gold regions for the pnrpose of 
makillg an official investigation. The Department was in receipt of so 
many inqniries relative to wages, cost of living, and other matters 
relat ing to the mining indnstry in Alaska that it was deemed advisable 
to make the investigation. Instructions were given Mr. Dunham July 
20,1897, and he left Washington on the 31st. Mr. Dunham was selected 
because of his experience of twelve years or more in gold and silver 
minin g districts, his familiarity with mining processes and the habits 
of miners fitting him thoroughly for the proposed inquiry. In addi­
tion t.o his knowledge of mining matters, he is an expert stenographer, 
which qualification has enabled him to take down statements for his 
report when made to him, thus avoiding the necessity of depending 
upon memory for transcription. 

Mr. Dunham's report is herewith given to the public. It brings 
matters up to January 8, 1898. In transmitting his report Mr. Dunham 
ill forms the Department of the great difficulties that he had to overcome 
in securing information. These difficulties arose in many ways, chiefly 
in the verification of statements, and from the habits of miners to exag­
gerate their accounts of output and conditions. Only personalobser­
vations could secure the real facts. 

Mr. Dunham acknowledges his indebtedness for courtesies and 
assistance extended by Hon. Joseph W. Ivey, collector of customs for 
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the district of A laska, Sitka; C. Constantine, inspector Northwest 
mounted police, Dawson, Xorthwcst Territory; Capt. J . E . H::LUsen, 
assistan t superintendent of tILe A laska Commercial Company, Dawson; 
Capt. John J . IIealey, manager of t il e North American Transportation 
and Trading Company, Da\,soll; ITon. John E . Crane, Un ited States 
commissioner, Circle City, Alaska; 1\11'. Cilarles Smith, deputy collector 
of customs, Circle City; Mr. Howard TUl'l1er, agent Alaska Commercial 
Company, Circle City; 1\11'. George E . King, agent North American 
Transportation and Tradiug Company, Circle City; 1\Ir. W. A. Beddoe, 
editor of the Alaska Miner, Juneau; 1\{r. F . D . Nowcll, of tile Berners 
Bay Mining Compally, Juneau, and the _Alaska Chamber of Commerce, 
Juneau . Special thanks are also dnc Ernest O . Crewe, 1\I. D., of Chi­
cago, 111., who at the time of Mr. DUllham's iuvestigations -was at Circle 
City, for tIle preparatiou of that portion of his report relating to the 
clilllatic contlitions and agricultural resources of A laska, and to Capt. 
P. H. Ray, U . S. A . For the accompanying gelleral map acknowledg­
mellt is ilereby rendered to Ml'. J. B . Tyrrell, of vVashingtou, D . C.­
C.D. W.] 

INTRODUCTION. 

On July 15, 18D7, the steamer Excelsim' entered her dock at San Fran­
cisco with a party of miners returning home from the Yukon River. 
TlJe dispatclJes which went to the country through tile press that even­
ing and the followi1lg morning annonnced tilat a large amount of gold 
dust, variously stated at from $500,000 to $ 750,000, lJad b een brought 
down on the Exceisim', and gave the details of tile discovery and partial 
development the previous fall and winter of rich placer gold diggin gs 
Oil tributaries of the Klondike, a small river flowing into the Yukon 
from the eastw-ard at a poillt ill Northwest Territory lIOt far from the 
bouudary liue between American and British territory. The lIews -cre­
ated 80me excitement among the miners of tlJe West, but attracted no 
great attention in the East. On July 17 the steamer P01·tlanil landed 
at Seattle with some sixty miners from the Klondike and bringing gold 
dust to the value of 8800,000. This news was so skillfl111y llandled by 
enterprisi1lg' ne,,-spapers that within a ,,-eek tlJousanlls of men, many 
of whom had lIever takellilolcl of pick or shovel witil serious intentions 
in their li,"es, were making- preparations to go to the new gold fields, 
and by August 1 the most dramatic, jf Dot tlJe most exten s ive, exodus 
since tlJat of 184D was well under way. Men wlJo lJad pnrticipated in 
tbe great exodus of nearly half a century ago, in reading the accounts, 
felt t hei r ll eryeS tingle as they recalled tile golden (lays of the fifti es, 
and many of these old pioneers out(i.ttecl their sons and nephm,s nnd 
bade them Godspeed to the new Bldorado; while a million artisans and 
laborerR, who durillg the long industrial depression had toiled for a 
bare subsiste1lce 01' hall not toil ed at all, looked longingly townI'd tlJe 
N m-nl. 'l ' lJe cOlltagio1l sproall to all classes-laborers, clerks, merchants, 
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banker8, lawyers, physicians, ministers of the gospel-and even Federal 
and State officials were so charmed by the alluring pictm;e drawn by 
the press t hat they resigned their positions to undergo the hardships 
of the perilous journey to the K londike, presumably to engage in the 
arduous labor of mining. While it was evident t hat the mass of matter 
on the subject appearing in the daily press contained much that was 
exaggerated and untrue, yet it was recognized that truth al so pen-atled 
the stories that were told, for the amount of gold brought by the miners 
from the Yukon indicated beyond doubt that a strike of extraordinary 
character had been made. The demand at Washington from an parts 
of the couutry for authentic information on the subject had become so 
great by the latter end of July that the Commissioner of Labor felt 
impelled to make an official inquiry relative to the conditioh of affairs in 
the Yukon gold fields, and the writer was ordered to make the investi­
gatiou, in accordance with the following letter of instructions, of date 
July 29, 1897 : 

You are hereby assigned to duty in A laska and British America for 
the purpose of making an investigation relative to the opportunities 
which the gold regions in the Yukon Valley and adjoining territory 
afford for the remunerative employment of Amer:ican labor and capi. 
tal. Please proceed at once to Circle City or Dawson City, as may be 
most practicable. Your study of the conditiolls in the recently dis­
covered gold fields and the surrollnding country should be thorough, 
and so conducted as to enable you to ascertain fu ll and complete infor­
mation as to the means and expense of reaching such localities, the 
demand for labot', rates of wages, cost of living, etc., and also the ext.ent 
and value of the present workings and the best locali t.ies for settle­
ment. Your inquiries should illclude not only the gohl fields and 
vicinity, but such other localities in A laska as are a.ffected by tile goItl 
di scoveries. You should kecp consta.ntly in mind that tlIe ch ief pm­
pose of the investigation is to ascertain what avenues are open for th e 
employment of labor and the conditions under which such employmeut 
can be secured . 

Your report should be made at the earliest possible date cOll si"tCllt 
with a thorough and exh austive examination alon g the lines indicated 
and ill the tOl'ritory assigned to you. 

Please keep the Department fully inform ed from timc to time a s to 
the progress of your work, bearing in mind any unusual developm ellts 
which may occur ill the gold fields, in order that the people ill this 
country may receive prompt and authentic information ill relation 
thereto. 

This report embodies the result of t he investigation made nnrlcr the 
above letter of instructions. 

TEE TRAILS. 

There are four principal trails that were travelecl to a greater or less 
extent by those going to the Yukon gold fields during the pas t season. 

The firs t that will be considered is the Stikeen route. Disembark­
ing from the ocean steamer at Wruugell, the travclel' takes a river 
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steamboat at that place and ascends the Stikeen River to the town of 
Telegraph, about 150 miles from Wrangell. The fare is $10, with an 
allowance of 100 pounds of baggage. From Telegraph to the head of 
Lake 'reslin there is a portage of 122 miles, and during the past sum­
mer pack horses were u sed on the trail, the charge for packing being 
17~ cents per pound. At the head of Lake Teslin there is an abun­
d ance of timber for the construction of boats, but as there is no saw­
mill it is necessar'y for travelers to whipsaw lumber and build. theil' 
own. boats. It is reported that a sawmill will be in operatioll there in 
the spring. Lake Teslin is 104 miles long and is the source of the 
Teslin (HootaliJlqua) R iver, which enters Lewes River 1~8 miles allove 
Five F inger Rapids, the distance from the head of the lake to Dawson 
beiug 58,1 miles. The principal ad vantage of tlris route is that it avoids 
the Grand Oanyon amI the White Horse Rapids, but Oll account of the 
lon g portage it was chosen by comparatively few gold seekers during 
the past season, probably not over olle hundred in all. It is authentic­
ally stated that the Oanadian Government is COllstructing a wagon 
road from Telegmph to the head of Lake Teslin and that Oanadian 
capitalists are lluilding two small steamers during the present winter 
for service from the head of the lake to Dawson, expecting to have 
them ready for traffic on the opening of navigation in the sprin g . 

The Ohilkat or Daltoll trail leaves LYlJn Oanal at Pyramid lIarbor, 
tIl e mouth of the Ohilkat River, and ascends that stream about s('vellty­
five miles, to the summit of Ohilkat Pass; thence passing through low, 
llald' hills and across rolling prairies to Fort Selkirk, .five miles below 
the mouth of the Pellyand about 325 miles from Ohillmt Pass. The 
old Dalton trail, which has been practically aballdoned, strikes Lewes 
River just below Five Finger Rapids. The Dalton trails were nsed by 
cattle drovers dnrillg the past season, one herd Ilavillg- been taken in 
by the old ronte, and a few miners pas ed over the llew trail with pack 
1101'Se8. There are quite a number of deep streams to cross, it often 
being necessary duriug high water to swim them. This is considered 
by mallY practical mell to be the most feasible route for a railroad to 
the Yukon . 

The Skagway River enters Lynn Oanal near its head, about five 
miles by watPr below Dyea. The Ska.gway trail, the favorite route of 
the OamL(lians, follows the river to the summit, a distance of about 
twellty miles, alld tllence through a succession of hills, bog-s, and 
meadows to Lakc Benllett, th e distallce ft'om Skagway Hal'bor to 
tIle lake being about forty-five miles. For four miles from Skagway 
tl1l'1'C i" a fairly goo(l wagon road, and freight is transported that dis­
tan t' e in wagons. At this poiu t the trail aseends the mountain Side, 
traversing ]ll'el \ipitous, rocky llillsides cight miles, aud then crosses t he 
river and contillues its conrse on the opposite side of the stream to 
the summit. On Augnst 22 there were about 4,000 men and 2,000 
horses 011 this trai l, alld but few brld succeeded ill getting 11aHt the 
summit with theil' outfits on account of its miry condition. Tbe price 
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for packing to Lake Bennett was 30 cents per pound, and horses were 
sellin g for fr:om $150 to $300 a head. The price of hay was $360 per 
ton, and K londike prices prevailed geuerally, a pair of shoes costing 
$10, woolen mittens $3, and other articles of wearing apparel in like 
proportion. The town of Skagway had a temporary population of 
about 1,000, there beiug a few buildiugs constructed of rough lum­
ber, while most of the people were liviug iu tents. A town site 
had been located aud surveyed, and the place possessed all the char­
acteristics of a boom town ou the Western plains. The steamers 
arriving' at Skagway discharged their passengers and cargoes by means 
of lighters, there being 110 wharf and the harbor being very shallow 
near shore. The tides being high here, freight lauded on the beach at 
low t ide was frequently caught by the incoming tide before it could be 
tranRported to a place of safety, alld in this way much loss occurred. 
The agents of the steamship companies made no effort to avoid such 
disasters to the property of their patrons, their entire energies being 
strained to the utmost to unload their vessels . as quickly as possible in 
order to get them back to the lower ports, where thousands of peo­
ple were anxiously awaiting their turn to be treated in like manner. 
The steamship companies were building a wharf, and it is probable 
that the state of affairs described will be improved by the season of 
1898. During July Dyea was made a subport of entry, but, as Skag­
way has a deeper harbor than Dyea, most of the vessels landed their 
cargoes at Skagway and the United States customs officials made their 
headquarters t here and were actively eugaged in collecting duties on 
unbonded Canadian goods. There were many vigorous protests from 
the Canadians against what they considered the' injustice of taxing 
goods which were simply in transit through a narrow strip of Ameri­
can territory for consumption on British soil, and they especially com­
plained of the $30 dut.y being charged on horses, many of which had 
cost in British Columbia less than the amount of the duty imposed. 

The Chilkoot or Dyea trail is the overland route to the Yukon that 
h as been most generally chosen during past years by goln seekers, and 
a very large proportion of those who succeeded in getting to the gold 
fields last summer went in by this trail. The best time to start from 
Dyea is between the middle of March and t he last of April, as it is 
then comparatively easy to transport outfits by means of sleds to t he 
.foot of Lake Bennett, or even farther, where good timber for boat build­
ing can be found in abundance. By adopting this course the tedious 
and difficult trip over the Chilkoot Pass, and the voyage through the 
lakes, after the ice breaks up in May, are avoided, the journey being 
made through the canyon of the Dyea (Taiya) River. Parties of three 
or fonr should be organized, as Olle tent and camp outfit, whipsaw, etc., 
will suffice for al l. 

The customary rate for packing from Dyea to Lillclemau has been 14 
cents per pound, but during the past sUlllmer it rose to 47 cents, t he 
r ate 011 August 23 being 38 cents. These high rates were tile resul t of 
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the voluutary bids for tlle services of packers by men of means who 
were allxiolls to get to the Klondike without delay, tho Indiau packers, 
having Ol1ce received an ad vallce price refusing to work for t he old rate. 
T11ese prices were practically prollibitory to gold seekers of ordinary 
mealls, and tlley ,,-ere obliged to pack their supplies themselves, many 
of them having been six: weeks on the trail a11(l not havillg yet SllC­

ceelled in getting their outfits over. The average load of a white 
packer was 100 pounds, and it required four days to make the round 
trip to Lake Lindeman, a distance of twenty-sevell miles. On August 
23 there were about 1,500 meu ou the trail en route to the Klondike, 
and about 250 Indialls aud 150 white meu were engaged in packing. 
About 150 head of horses were in use, packing as far as Sheep Camp, 
fourteen miles from Dyea, starting from the feery, to wh ich point freigh t 
was transported ill wagons. Canoes were used for carrying outfits to 
the head of canoe mlNigation, six: miles from Dyea. The Indians, as a 
rule, packed direct from Dyea to Liuuemau, carrying from 100 to 220 
l)Ollnds each, while the 'Thite packers were generally employed from 
the llea(l of cauoe navigation and from Sheep Camp to transport the 
freigh t carried to those points by canoes and horses, their packs rangiug 
from 7iJ to 1iJO pounlls. Freight and passengers for Dyea are landed 
on the beach ill the SfLl;tle manner as at Skagway, and much loss 
occurred by the washing away of supplies by the iucoming tide. The 
cost for transporting freight from the beach to tIle village of Dyea, 
about two miles, was 85 per ton. A first-elass outfit for one man 
weighs from 1,200 to 1,iJOO pounds, costing from SlIGO to $200 at 8eattle 
or Juncau, and no one should venture into the interior with less than 
the smaller ,,'eight llaJ11ed. 

The detail s of the journey from Dyea to Dawson arc giYell in the 
form of a diary, commellcing August ~3, 1S!)7, a.s i t i s tltOUgllt that they 
can best be presented in tllis way. . 

lbtgust 23.-Started from Dyea for Lake Lindeman with four Indi­
ans-Sleepy rrom, Pight Eye, Slim Jilll, and Cltilkat Jack-each with 
a pack 0[100 ponnds; rate,3S cents per pound. It had been threaten­
ing raill all the morning, aUll it was with great difficulty tllat the Indi­
ans could be illduced to ]))ove. :Finally, at 11 a. m., they were prevailed 
npon to set out, and they disappeared in t be "Woods up the trail, while 
their victim struggled i 11 to tIle pack straps contailling his valisc, rubber 
boots, ritle, and oilskin, the entire weight of the pack, according to the 
scales , being forty-:seven pounds. Followed Indians as rapidly m; pos­
siole, but could 1I0t catch tllem. Evideutly good walkcl's. After pro­
ceeding about tllree-<luarters of a mile became conviuced that thc Dyea 
scales l'c<luil'ed alljllstll1ent, as the pack seemed to ,Yoiglt mucll morc 
than forty-se ,'en potln(ls. Met a little Iudian boy rctul'l1iug from thc 
ferry 'Titlt a sllla ll cHrt. As he was evidently in the freighting busillc';s, 
a proposition was made to him to trail sport pack to the ferry, which 110 
agreed to do for $1. Arrived at feny, one mile from Dyea, at 11.30. 
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The river at this point is about 200 feet wide, being very swift and 
d eep . Di scharged freighter and crossed. the river; ferry cLarge, 50 
cents. Was informed that four Indians had just left, and that tllCy 
could not be more than 100 yards aLead. Proceedccl up the trail, and 
about half a mile above the ferry caugLt up with a Cmur d'Alene miner 
with two pack horses. Having had but little experience in packing, Le 
was having trouble with his packs, which frequently came in COll tact 
with the trees on the narrow trail. One horse was unevenly loaded, 
with a 100· pound gunny of flour on one side and fifty pounds of bealls 
on the other. The miner suggested that the valise would jnst about bal· 
ance the pack, and he was allowed to use it for the purpose suggested. 
Proceeded without further trouble to tile head of canoe navigation, six 
miles from D yen. The trail from the ferry to tLis point winds tLrough 
the woods and along a dry channel of the rh·er. In tLe woous the 
travel er has his first experience with Alaska mnck aud roots. In many 
places the trail is cut to a depth of eighteen incLes, and every few feet 
an uncovered root extends across the pathway, requiring a species of 
pedestrianism akin to walking in a row of busLel baskets. Where t Le 
trail follows the old river bed there are alternate stretches of sand an d 
cobblestolles, rendering l)rogress exceedingly slow and fatiguing. The 
river is crossed three times between the ferryanll the camp at tLe Lead 
of canoe navigation, it beillg necessary to ·wade t he stream at the first 
aud second crossings, where the water is from two to three feet deep 
and very swift, while at the third crossing there is a good footbridge. 
Arrivetl at the camp at head of canoe navigation at 3 o'clock. There 
me twenty·five or thirty tents here. Bade a r eluctant adieu to Oce ur 
d'AlelJ e m iner and employed Indian packer to carry valise to Sheep 
Camp, eight miles fartL er up the tra il , being obliged to accede to his 
demand for compensation at 100·pollnd rate, or $ tO for tbe eigh t miles. 
The trail follows the dry channel for two or three miles and then aseellds 
the precipitous side of the canyon, it being necessary in many places to 
climb to a height of three or four hundred feet auove the river, ou ly to 
descend a steep incline and scale another hill worse than tue last. In 
the r avines and lowlands there is always a bed of muck, prolluce(l by 
decayed vegetation and tbe washing down of the soil from tL e s tee p 
Lillsides by the heavy and almost incessaut rains. The wors t places 
have been cortluroyed at an expense of several tbousaud doll ars. l\Iany 
Indian and white packers are met on the trail, returning to Dyen. 
Inquiry of the one or two white packers from wllom any reply wlll1tpyer 
coul<l be extracted, elicited the information that foul' Indians had u een 
met just this side of Sheep Camp. Sociability is at a discoulIt 011 tue 
Dyea trail. Your respectful greeting of "good afternoon " is recein'tl 
byau Indian with a grunt and by a white man with a surprisell stare 
that makes you feel that you have committed a grave ureaclt of 
etiquette, and you soon learn to keep yonr month shut , except to catch 
your breath on t Le steep inclill es. Arrived at Sheep Oamp at 7 o'clock. 
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TlJere are pl'ouably 1;10 teuts here, and a temporary population of 300 
or 400. The camp is located on the banks of the Dyea River, which is 
here a rushing torrent 30 or 40 feet wide. Mountains of Alpine gTau­
deur rise on either side, and the gorges are filled by glaciers. which dis· 
charge into the river in uumerous waterfalls. On inquiry at the Indian 
camp it was learned that Sleepy Tom & 00. had gone on to Stone 
House, two miles farther up the trail. Stayed for the night at the 
Palmer House, the largest hotel in Sheep Oamp. This structure, which 
is the most imposing in the place, is constructed of rough boards, and 
is about 25 by 50 feet in size, having but one story containing one room. 
About one-fourth of the rear portion is partitiol!ed off' by means of a 
calico portiere, and is used for kitchen aud general living room of the 
budlord and family. Application for supper was met by a statement 
from the landlord that he had fed 500 11eople during the day, and that 
everything was eaten up; bnt a somewhat prolonged appeal resulted 
in the production of two biscuits, a slicc of bacon, and a cup of tea, 
the charge being 75 cents in advance, this requirement being based on 
the absence of heavy baggage. During the evelling the landlord 
related some incidents in his career. He had farmed and reared chil­
dren iu Wisconsin, uutil the harel times and the needs of a large family 
drove him to Seattle, but nnfortunately he struck that town in the 
wane of its boom, and after struggling against fate for a year or two 
he decided to try his fortunes in the frozen North . He arrived at 
Juneau ill May with his wife, seven children, and $8. His grit was of 
a kind that gained the good will of kind people in Juneau, who made 
it possible for him to come to Dyea, with his two half-grown sons, to 
engage ill packing' on the trail. After some weeks of most exacting 
lator lie found himself financially equipped to cater to the Sheep Carnp 
needs, and, assisted by his wife and seven children, bas since been doing 
a large and profitable busilless. The SOllS are still packing on the 
trail and making from $10 to $15 a day apiece. So much for clear 
grit and a staunch heart. Some forty of the guests were accommo­
dated with lodgings on the floor, each furnishing his own blankets. 
Was invited to share the blankets of a gentleman who had been con­
fined to the hotel for two or three weeks on account of a broken ankle. 

A1tgllSt 2.1.--Lalldlord refnsed payment for lodging, and evcn apolo­
gized for the lack of accommodations. This fact, even without the 
knowledge olltailled in the (:onversation last night, stamps him as a 
"cheechako." (((,) After breakfast employed packer to carry valise to Lake 
Lindeman at a cost of SI G, and at 8.30 a. m. procef'c1ed on the way iu a 
drizzling, cold nLill. At tllC fout of th e Ohilkoot Pass, four miles from 
Sheep Camp, wlti('h poill t was reachell at 10.30, a larg'e number of white 
men and Indialls were mtnlped, many of whom had atteml)ted to cross, 

aA Cbinook word meaning" newcomer," and h aving the same signifi cat ion as 
"tendcrfoot " on the 11 pp er )j issonri. It is applied to everyone who has not passed 
a wjuter here. 
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but had cached their packs and returned . They stated that a terrific 
storm was raging on the summit and that it was impossible to get over. 
On inquiry, it was learned that Sleepy Tom and his party had reached 
the summit last night, and as it was necessary to be at Lindeman in 
order to receive outfit and pay them off, it was decided to attempt the 
journey. The rugged slope of the Chilkoot loomed up at an angle of 
45 degrees, disappearing in the clouds and mist a hundred feet above. 
The trail leads up rocky ledges and along smooth bowlders, some of 
which are fifty feet in length, and across the face of glaciers many acres 
in extent, and in places skirting precipices projecting over gorges hun· 
dreds of feet in depth. There is no vegetation above the foo t of the 
p ass, and in the absence of trees and shrubs, which abound along other 
portions of the trail, the only recourse in case of a slip or stumble is to 
catch at the rocks, which ill their wet condition offer a poor hold for the 
hand. A number of packers were met high up on the trail, who stated 
that it was dangerous to go on; that they had gone nearly to the sum­
mit, but were forced to r eturn on account of the storm. By this time 
the r ain had turned to sleet, and, as the wind was blowing a hurricane, 
it cut the face like needles and rendered the pathway exceedingly slip­
pery and the footing uncertain. FortUllately, when about two-thirds of 
the ascent was accomplished, the wind shifted to the west, coming up the 
pass and greatly assistillg progress. On account of the great exertion in 
clim bing the steeps, was obliged to stop at frequent intervals for a breath­
illg spell; uut the moment the exertion ceased a chill ensued, making 
it necessary to move on to avoid freezing. Reached the sUll1mit at 
11.30, having been one hour in making the ascent, wet to the skin, 
with shoes full of water, and chilled to the marrow. From the summit 
to Crater Lake, a distance of one and a half miles, tbe descent is steep 
and the trail slippery and treacherous. Arl'ived at Crater Lake at 1 
p . m ., and fonnd that the ferry was not running 0 11 account of the high 
willd , making it necessary to proceed by way of the trail. At 2 o'clock 
r eached Happy Camp. Applied at balf a dozen of the score or so of 
tents for a cnp of coffee, but was refused, although in eacb case pay­
ment was tendered . A man witb a pile of grub six feet high in front 
of his tent declined to part with enough of it, even for pay, to enable 
a fellow-traveler to reach his own outfit a few miles fartheJ;' on. Seemed 
to be possesRed by a fear that next year, about June, perhaps, he was 
Hable to rUII Rhort of some luxury. Reached the foot of Long Lake, 
tlnee miles from Lindeman, at 4 o'clock. Quite a number of tents here. 
Applied at olle for a cup of coffee, aud received a hearty invitation 
from the three occupants, all sturdy young men from Montana, to join 
them in the meal they were preparing. An attempted apology for the 
intrusion m\.'t with the unanimous assurance from the young men that 
nOlle was necessary, as they had t1iemselves but ten minutes before 
t aken possessioll of the tent, which they had founa unoecupied. After a 
sumptuous dinner of baking-powder biscuits, bacoll, beans, and coffee, a 
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letter was written to tile owner of the tent, thanking him for his llospi· 
tality, signed by llis four guests, and left on the grub box. Arrived at 
Lake Lindeman at 7 o'e-lock. TiJe camp at the llead of the lake contains 
about iifty tents and a temporary population of 200. Sleepy Tom et al. 
not yet here. Situation somewhat d iscouraging'; no blan kets, no food­
notlling but wet clothes and a bad cold. Made the acquaintauce of 
two brothers from Juneau, and on statement of circumstances was 
invited to share tlleir tent, given a change of clothing and half a tea­
cupful of Hudsou Bay rUlll, and put to bed. Opinion of tlle peoplfl on 
the trail improving. 

A~t[Just 25.-Spent the day iu inspecting tue camp. Fifteen boats 
are in course ,of con~truction , whipsawed lumber being used. Logs 
are getting scarce, it being necessary to go two or three miles across 
tlle lake to get good ones. Lumber is selling for $500 a thousand at tue 
sawmill at Lake Bennett, eigllt miles below. Boat large enough to carry 
three men sold t.o -day for $375. Prices of all articles practically pro­
hillitory for men of ordinary means. Flour aud bacon cost $50 a hUll­
dred laid down here, and can scarcely 1e bought at any price. Good 
pair of suoes costs $15. Two men working together, whipsawing lum­
ber, sell their day's product for $50, and packers receive as high as $25 
a (lay and board. Has been raining steadily all day, and it is reported 
tha t there is a 1ad storm on tuc summit. No Indians have cl'ossed the 
pass since the 21st . 

.fltl[J7tst 26.-Still raining. No Indians. 
A71[Just 27.-H,ight Eye arrived at 9 tt. m. Brings lctter from llost­

master at Dyea, stating tlJat Sleepy Tom, Slim Jim, and Chilkat Jack 
are still tlJerc; tiJat the four Indians had come only llaIf a mile or so 
on the 23d, alld thcn took to the woods and ,,-ent hack home to await 
good weather. Still raining, but barometer indicates clear weather. 

A7t[Jllst 28.-S1eepy Tom and Slim Jim arrived at 9 a . m., with packs 
containing blankets and t.ypewriter. Typewriter in bad condition, sole 
leather case baving collapsed on account of the soaking rain . Should 
have been packed in a box. IIave made arrangements for passage 
down tlJe river. Construction of the boat begins to-morrow, and hope 
to be ready to leave withiu three days . Secured bind qual'ter of cari­
bou to-day; price, 50 cents per pound. An improvement 011 bacon. 
WeatlJer has cleared up, and seven boats got away to-day. Se\-ellty­
fiyc lIldiau lmckers and about iifty wbite men got over to-day. Th cy 
report that the summit bas been impassable for three d ays. Tbe price 
of pauking has increased to 40 ccnts per pQund. WhiSky selling to-day 
for $8 a bottle, and reported not a ycry good article at that. 

AlIg11st ,'j9 (Sunday ).-Last pack got in at 11 a. m . Cbilkat Jack 
jumped bis contract, and postmast~r at Dyea employed Tagish TOlll as 
a substitute. Tom somewbat under tbe influence of Long Lake ,,-hisky, 
1ut got here just the same. Man with 2G-foot boat Oil Long- LnJ;:c is 
making' $250 a day ferrying freight down tue lake. Left at 11 a. m. for 
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Lake Bennett in Peterboro canoe. Outfit of entire party, weighing 4,000 
pOllmls, was ferried to the foot of Lake Lilldeman, six miles, for $30. 
The lake is a beautiful sheet of water, about six miles long and one 
mile wide. It empties iuto Lake Benuett through a very crooked and 
narrow stream, full of rocks and rapids, and daugerous for boats. It 
is necessary to make a portage of three· quarters of a mile to the lt'ead 
of Lake Bennett, boats being let down through the swift stream by 
means of ropes. Reached the foot of the lake at 12.30 p . 111., mad e the 
portage, and camped at the head of Lake Beunett at 5 p . Ill . Wages 
and prices at Lindeman and Bennett to-day : Whisky, $8 a bottle and 
50 cents a drink; bacon, $1 per pound; flonr, $80 per hundred; dried 
fruit, $50 per hundred; beans, $GO per hundred; tobacco, $2 per 
pound; fish and game, $1 per pound; nails, $11)er pound; horse shoes, 
$5 apiece; horseshoe nails, $1 apiece; boots, $18; shoes, $12 to $15; 
wages of boatbuilders, $15 a day and board. Many packers are making 
from $25 to $30 a day. About 200 people are camped here, there being 
forty or fifty tents scattered along the lake shore. The Skagway trail 
ends here. About 100 men have succeeded in getting theh outfits to 
Bennctt by the Skagway route. It is reported that the trail has been 
much improved, and that many hundreds will get over in the course of 
the Dext fottnight. The price of packing on the Skagway trail has 
risen to 60 cents per pound . 

..thtgust 30.-Raw ::md cold, and a drizzling rain fell all night. Tbe 
t emperature is getting lower and lower; 45 this mornillg. It has been 
snowing on the mouutains for two or three days, and tile snow liu e is 
creeping toward the valleys at the rate of 500 feet a day, it now being 
about 3,000 feet above sea level and 1,000 above the valleys. Learned 
to-day that the man who has been building boat at sawmill two miles 
across the bead of the lake bas been sick and made no progress. 
Nominal -price of lumber at sawmill, $500 a thousand, but it is impos­
sible to secnre ally, as the proprietors require their entire output (SOD 
feet per day) for tbe construction of boats already contracted for. Two­
ton boats selling to-day for $350 and $400. Rained all day, wi th cold 
wind from tbe llortb . 

Attgust 31.-Uet sergeant of the Northwest mounte(l police, who is 
here with ::L pioneer party of seven lllen for the purpose of buildillg boats 
for the transportation to Lake Tagish and Dawsou of six officers and 
twenty lllen of tbe force now coming over t he Skagway trail. Receind 
from him first authentic information relative to the custw_us station just 
established at tbe lower end of Lake Tagish . A customs colleetol' of 
the Dominion Govel'llmeut has passed down the lakes and is expected 
to begin tbe levy of duties to-morrow ou all unbonded American goods 
passing his station. The following rates are to be charged: Oil lI::tnl · 
ware, from 30 to 35 per cent ad valorem; provisions, from ]5 to 20 per 
ceut; clotlling, from 20 ,to 25 per cent; tobacco, 50 cents per POI1JJ(l, 

Millers' blankets, clothing' iu actual use, and 100 pouuds of provi sions 
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will be allowed iu free. Apart from these exemption.s the duty on 
ordinary outfits will average about 25 per cellt. Still raining, with 
sharp north wind, aud snowin g in the mouutaills. 

September 1.-Still raining, with cold wind blowing from the llorth. 
Five boats came clown from Lindeman to·day. Our boat will be com­
pleted to-morrow. 

September 2.-Eight boat.s started down the lake to-day. Weather 
very favorable, the wind blowing from the south. Rained during the 
afternoon. Have just learned t.hat the mounted police, by right of 
eminent domain, made a demand to-clay on the proprietors of the saw­
mill for its entire output until tIleir boats are completed. This will 
delay us several days. 

September 4.-Uained all day yesterday, but is clear to-clay, with fiouth 
wind. Seven boats passed down Bennett to·day. .A very large pro­
portion of those passing down the lake are poorly outlitted, many Ilav­
ing less than 500 pounds apiece. About forty men have come down 
over the Skagway trail with their outfits during the past three clays, and 
report that many more are this side of the summit. Day closed with 
drizzling rain. 

September 5.-Still raining, with a strong north wind, and fifteen or 
tweuty boats are beld up, waitiug for fair wiml. Boat is completed all 
bu t tue calkiug, wlJiclJ will be done to·morrow. Price of packing on 
the Dyea trail has risen to 47 cents a pound, an increase of 9 cents 
dnring the past ten days. Ferrymen on the lakes are making from 
$2':;0 to $350 a day apiece. The price of boats Ilas risen to $500. 

September 6".-Boat came over from the sawmill at 7 o'clock ill the 
eveniug. Slle is 26 feet in Jength aud 8 feet beam on top, 22 feet in 
lengtlJ and 5 feet beam OIL bottom, and 28 inches deep, and will carry 
with ease five men and 5,000 pounds. Builder was offered $800 for 
bel' by another party. Stal't down toe lake to-morrow. 

Septembe1" 7.-Started for tlle north at 7 a. m. Weatller delightful, 
but no wind. Four men at tlle oars. Reached Division Island, half­
way down the lake, at 12 O'clock, and camped for dinner. Got under 
way at 1.30. Bennett is twenty-six miles IOIJg, witIl all extreme width 
of five miles. Mountains rise abruptly from tlle water on either sllore, 
SOUle to a height of 8,000 feet. There are twelve boats jn sight, 
forming a procession five or six miles 101lg. At 2.30 a stiff breeze 
sprung up from the south, the 10 by 12 tent was hoisted as a sail, and 
at v.30 p. m. tht'> boat entered the outlet of tlle lake, and a camp was 
made for the night at Caribou Crossing, which received its name from 
the fact that the barren ·land earihon cross here in thejr migration 
south in the fall a,ml retnl'll ill tlle R}H'illg. A flock of 950 llead of 
sheep here awaiting" tbe construction of scows to transport them to 
DawsolJ. Two double-decked scows, 18 by 40 feet, are being built. 
The slleep were driven in over the Dyea trail. Tlle start was made 
with 1,000 head, and they reached Lindeman in six uays. After 
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grazing a few days at Lilldeman, they were driven down the east bank 
of Lindeman and Bennett to this point, the journey occupying six 
days, and forty head being lost en route. Sixteen men are employed, 
and there are aoout twenty head of horses in use. 

September B.-Left Caribou Crossing at 7.30 a. m., and within an hour 
were well into Lake Tagish. Windy Arm comes into the lake from the 
south, about three miles from Caribou Crossing. Opposite the mouth 
of Windy Arm are three islands, and the arm itself is in closed by high 
mountains covered with snow, now burnished by the sunshine to a 
dazzlinp; brilliancy. The guidebooks state that a strong wind is 
always blowing through Windy Arm, but it is not blowing this morn­
ing, and the oars are in use. Boats should keep to the rigbt-hand side 
until the arm is passed. The eastern shore of Tagish is bordered by 
lligh mountains of limestone, and on the western shore there is a wide 
stretch of well-timbered lowlands, rising to a range of high hills seven 
or eight miles from tbe lake. Camped for dinner at 1 p. m. on the west 
shore, about ten miles from Caribou Crossing. Went into the woods to 
look for signs of game. Many moose and wolf tracks were found, but 
they are three or four weeks old, indicating that we are too late for 
fresh meat. Got under way at 2 o'clock. Good breeze sprang up from 
tbe south at 3 o'clock, sail was hoisted, and at 6 came in sight of the 
Uninn Jack of the customs station at the foot of the lake. Made land­
ing at station at 7 o'clock. Found seven or eight boats tied up here, 
undergoing inspection. Courteously received by the collector. Station 
opened for business September 1, receipts up to date averaging $1,200 
per day. Collector stated tIlat he was making it as light on the boys as 
his instructions would permit, and that, while the duty on some articles 
was pretty high, he was happy to say that there was nothing in his 
schedule quite as oppressive as tIle $30 duty being cbarged by the 
United States collector at Skagway on broken-down Canadian cayuses. 
Proceeded down the river about a mile and camped for tbe nigbt in a 
beautiful piece of woodland. Pitched tent alongside tbat of a party of 
Black H ills miners. Tbey completed their transaction with the cns­
toms officials two hours ago, and are still talking about it. They were 
required to pay $80 on a two-ton outfit. 

September 9.-Broke camp at 8 a. m. Lake Tagish and Marsh Lake 
are connected by a broad stream, with slow current, known as Six 
Mile Ri vel'. There are low lands on either side, covered with a growth 
of cotton wood and white spruce. At 8.40 passed Tagish Houses, a collec­
tion of log houses on the right-band bank of the river. The Indinn~ hold 
their annual festivals here, and have a burying ground and crematory 
at the upper end of the village. Entered Marsh Lake at \} a. m. , under 
full sail in a stiff breeze. The lake is twenty miles long, with an aver_ 
age breadth of two miles, aDd is very shallow, being bordered by low, 
marshy lands, from which it derives its llame. Had a five-mile breeze 
the entire length of the lake, arriving at the foot at 1.15 p. rn. Weather 

4584-N o. 16-2 
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delightful, like an October day on Minnctonka or Lake George. Six or 
seven miles below Marsh Lake high-cut banks are ell coun tered, ill IDallY 
places from 50 to 100 feet in height. The faces of the banks are honey­
combed by millions of holes, which are the homes of bank swallows 
during the summer, but are now deserted . Camped at 3.30, on account 
of heavy rain, about ten miles below Marsh Lake. Party of six Colo­
rado miners, with two boat s and five tons of provisions, landed at 5 
o'clock and camped for the night. Report that they were required to 
pay $115 in duties at Tagish, and as the high rate of packing 011 t he 
trail had made their ftlllds run low they were obliged to part with a 
portion of their flour and other supplies to appease the collector. This 
unexpected and therefore unprepared-for levy is working great hard­
ship, aud is productive of many decidedly one-sided tariff discussions. 

Septembe1' 10.-Started at 7.15 a. m. Fifteen miles to the Grand 
Canyon. Some nervousness aboard . Weather delightfully cool and 
air exhilarating. Easy to imagine we are floating down the Hudson on 
a bright October day. High-cut banks on either sllOre. River from 
three to four hundred feet wide and very deep, with a three-mile 
current. 

10.30 a. m.-The current has increased to five miles an hour, with 
frequent riffles. One of the party, who has been down tbe river before, 
says that it is only three miles to the canyon. River narrow and deep, 
and current increasing. 

11.00 a. m.-A board nailed to a tree and displaying the word 
"Stop!" indicates that we are approaching the canyon. Boat keeps 
close to the right-hanc[ bank here. 

11.12 a. m.-The can you is in sight, a qnarter of a mile away. The 
river just above the entrance to the canyon, which suggests the Gate­
way to the Garden of the Gods, is six or seven hundred feet wide and 
presents tlie appearance of an immen se milIdam. There is an eddy on 
the right, where half a dozen boats are moored to tbe shore for the 
purpose of making the portage. W ith one man at the helm and two 
oars working, the boat swung far out to the left and entered the 
canyon straight down the center, r iding the crest of the rapids like a 
duck. Held watch and timed the passage through the canyon, the 
dist ance of three-qnarters ofa mile being made in 3 minutes and 20 sec­
onds, indicating a current of about thirteen miles an hour. Shot the 
rapids below t he canyon and landed Oil left bank, just above the 
White Horse Rapids, for dinner. The canyou, which is from 60 to 100 
feet in width , is form ed by perpendicular walls of basaltic rock from 
50 to 100 feet lligb. About half way through there is a whirlpool about 
100 feet in diam eter, and it is necessary to keep at work on t he oars to 
prevent the boat from being caught in the circlin g waters. There is a 
skidway to the right of the canyon, and many transport their boats and 
cargoes over this portage of one mile in preference to shooting' the 
canyon. There are about twenty boats and perhaps one huudred 
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people at the canyon and the rapids, making the portage. Took the 
opportnnity during the dinner hOlll' to walk down to the llead of 
the White Horse Rapids, two miles below tile canyon. The river makes 
an abrupt turn right at the head of the rapids, making it difficult to 
strike the crest . . Anyone who is ambitious to shoot the rapids, except 
as steersman, is advised to forego illspection of them ill advance, as the 
sight in most cases results in a decision to make the portage instead. 
The rapids are about half a mile long, and tile immense volume of water, 
with swirlill g and high-breaking waves, sweeps down the incline at a 
speed of fifteen miles an hour. The river, which is 300 feet wide at the 
head of the rapids, contracts to forty at the foot, where the confined waters 
rush through th e narrow gateway with foam ·crowned turbulence and 
then sweep ou with a seven-mile current for a few hundred yards, finally 
resuming their placid course. There is a short portage at t.he rapids 
and a skiuway for boats, which are used by most voyagers, but very 
few ttttempting to shoot the ra,pids with full cargo. At the head of 
the rapids scores of trees have been denuded of their bark and the 
trunks covered with hundreds of names of those who have passed 
down the river, many inscriptions five or six years old being still 
decipherable. Notices on the bulletin board indicate that from six to 
fifteen boats per day have shot the rapids during the past ten days. 
There has been but one accidcnt in that time, and that was in the case 
of a boat which the timid owners attempted to let down through the 
rapids by means of ropes, the boat being dashed to pieces on the rocks. 
Several graves at the rapids. There are a number of experienced river 
men here engaged in taking boats tilrough the canyon and the rapids, 
their charge for services being $25 per boat. On the bulletin board 
was a notice, signed by a party of five men from San Francisco, to the 
effect that they had shot the rapids the day before without portaging a 
poulld .of cargo, accompanied by the statement that theirs was the only 
boat out of thirteen that had accomplished the feat. This party had 
landed below the rapids and sent one of their number back to post the 
notice. Our steersman read the notice and wrote immediately below 
it, "We did the same September 10," signing tue names of our party •. 
Started through the rapids at 1.07 and shot them successfully, shiPr:ing 
only about a barrel of water and passing down the river without stop­
ping. Camped for the llight at the mouth of the Tahkeena, sixteen 
miles below the White Horse Rapids. The Tahkeena, which comes 
from the west, is about half as large as the Lewes and has a sluggish 
current at its mouth. 

September 11.-Left camp at 7.30 a. m. Beautiful, bright morning. 
Curreut about four miles an hour. Reached the head of Lake Lebarge, 
fourteen miles below the month of the Tahkeeua, at 10 a. m. A few 
miles below the Tahkeena the valley becomes very broad and the river 
breaks into many ehannels, with sluggIsh current. Kept the left-hand 
channel and entered the lake at 10 a. m. The lake is thirty-one miles 
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long and seven or eight miles wide at the island, about ten miles from 
the head, having an average widt.h of about five miles. Its elevation 
above sea level is about 2,100 feet. Along the eastern 8hore, for a dis· 
tance of six or eight miles from the upper end of the lake, there are 
gently slopin g uplands, covered with timber and terminating in bald 
bills of a height of a thousand feet or more, forming the foothills of a 
high rauge of mountains running parallel with the lake. Farther down 
the lake limestone bluffs rise abruptly from the water's edge aud become 
high mountains in the distance. On the west shore the hills are gen· 
erally well wooded. Lebarge is frequently swept by strong wjnds for 
days at a time, and when the wind is from the north it is often an 
impossibility to get down the lake. It is the rule to follow the west 
shore to the island, as it is difficult to make a landin g on the east shore 
in case of a squall. To the island had a fair south wind, which increased 
to a seven mile breeze about 2 p. m., and at 5.30 the boat entered the 
outlet at the northeast corner of the lake. Camped at 7 o'clock on the 
west bank of the river, about six miles below the lake. 

September 12.-This being Sunday, we decided to take a rest. Three 
of the party went into the mountains to the westward to look for 
moose. Returned at noon and reported many signs of large game, 
but two or three weeks old. A number of beautiful lakes were found 
five or six lIIiles from the river, lying high in the hill s. United States 
mail carrier passed up during the morning'. Reports rich strike 011 

Stewart River, prospects running as high as 872 to the pan. Brings 
first news we have bad from the Klondike, stating that there is a short· 
age of provisions and that no new strikes have been made in the Klon· 
dike diRtrict. Carrier is traveling by the only means of getting out of 
the country by t.his route at this time of year-a poling boat, which is 
eighteen feet long and two and a balf feet wide. The boat is propelled 
by means of a twelve·foot pole, it being necessary to keep in close to 
shore to avoid the swift current and get good bottom. A good poler 
can make about a mile all hour in the main river, but by taking­
ad vantage of sloughs and cut·offs can average from fifteell to twenty 
miles a day. 

Broke camp at 1 p. m. Bright, warm day, with an exhi larating 
atmospilere. Current, which is about three miles an hour just this side 
of Leuarge, gradually increases to five or six miles. Quite anum ber 
of bad rocks ill the river from ten to fifteen miles below the lake, and 
ten miles farther down there are rapids with an eight· mile current . 
Passed the mouth of the Hootalinqua or Teslin River, about t,hirty 
miles below Lebarge, at 5 o'clock. This river enters tile Lewes from 
the southoost, and seems to be somewhat smaller than t he Lewes. 
Camped at 6 o'clock about ten miles below the Hootalinqua. 

Septemb81' 13.-Started at 6.50 a .. m. Ice formed in water bucket to 
a thickness of half an in ch , and light fall of snow, barely covering the 
ground, during' the nigbt. Sbarp wind blowing from tbe north . Cur· 
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rent four or five miles an hour. Passed the Big Salmon River, which 
comes into the Lewes from the east, at 11 a. m. Many flocks of cranes, 
barely visible as orderly changing lines of black far up the sky, are 
passing' to the southward. Camped for the night about thirty miles 
below the Big Salmon. 

Septembet" 14.-1ce formed to a thickness of three-quarters of an inch 
in the water bucket durin g the night, and there is film of ice on the 
sloughs. Beautiful sunny morning. Broke camp at 6.50. Passed 
Little Salmon River, wltich enters the Lewes from tbe east, at 7.50. 
For many miles below the Little Salmon the river is narrow and deep, 
being confined by higb, wooded hills and bavillg a four or five mile 
current. Landed at 1.15 p. m. at George W. Cormack's deserted trad­
ing post, located on tbe left bank, about forty miles below tbe Little 
Salmon. On this side of the river there is a table· land several hundred 
acres in extent, covered with bunch grass and a growth of scrubby fir, 
larch, willo'ws, etc., and on tbe east side tbere are high rolling hills, 
partially wooded and becoming mountains fartber to tbe eastward. 
The deserted store is a well-built cabin, about 16 by 24 feet in size. 
There are but two articles of furniture in tbe cabin-a large heating 
stove made of a coal-oil tank, and a pine table, minus one leg and 
occupying a semirecumbent position in a corner· of tbe room. 

Since 9 o'clock a cold north wind bas been blowing, and tbe place is 
desolate beyond description. Stopped at 3.30 and ascended a high 
mountain on the right ba,nk to a beigbt, of seven or eight hundred feet. 
The hillsides are covered with a luxuriant growth of bunch grass and 
wild oats, and thousands of grasshoppers wing tbeir balting flight in the 
brilliant sunshille. A magnificent view of the surrounding country is 
here obtained. The river, six or seven hundred feet wide, sweeps with 
a five-mile current two miles to the northward and disappears round a 
high wooded mountain, while to the westward range beyond range of 
mountains, many covered with snow, fade to the horizon, a hundred 
miles away-10,000 square miles of forest-clad bills and intervening 
vales where the foot of a wbite man has never trod. Camped on the 
west bank, at the head of Five Finger Rapids, at 5 o'clock. These 
rapids are very swift, but short. There are three principal channels, 
divided by basaltic columns from twenty-five to forty feet in height. 
The right-hand and middle channels are generally chosen by boatmen. 
There is but little danger, if boat is kept to center of channel, although 
a number of boats have been swamped here. 

September 15.- Very cold during the night, temperature falling to 24 
degrees and ice forming to a thickness of an inch. Broke camp at 7 
a. m., and shot the middle channel. Two miles below the rapids the 
old Dalton tra.il strikes the river. A signboard displays the words : 
"Dalton Trail; 250 miles to ChiIkat." This trail has been abandoned for 
the new Dalton trail, which strikes the river at F ort Selkirk, about fifty­
five miles below. A herd of sixty-four head of beef cattle are grazing 
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here, awaiting cold weathEr, ,,"hen they will he hntclJCred and taken to 
DalYson on rafts. SLot l~ink ;Rapids, six miles below F ive Fiuger::, at 
8,45 a . m. Boat keeps to the ri ght, where there is no danger, as the 
channel is wide aud deep. Thirty mi les below R.ink Rapids pas"ed 
party with three large rafts, which arc beiug taken to Fort Selkirk for 
the purpose of t ransportiug beef to Dawson. It was necessary to com e 
this far up to get good logs. At the mouth of the Pelly, five miles 
above Fort Selldrk, hail two miners poling up the river'. Their 01lly 
reply is : "If you haven't plellty of grub, you had better tUfll back." 
Landed at Fort Selki rk, which is located OIL the west b ank of the river, 
fifty·five miles below Five Fingers and lOO miles above Dawson, at 
3.30 p . m. 

There is a tradillg post herecondncted by Harper & Ladue, and th£'y 
have a number of good buildings. There is a large vegetable garden 
here, and about 150 head of cabbage are maturing in the open air. 
Between fifty and sixty bushels of potatoes were raised \luring the 
season. The Church of England ha s a fin e mission here, but it is !lOW 
deserted ou accoull t of the lack of supplies. There is quite a large 
Indian village at t he upper end of the settlemeut. On the door of the 
store is the following notice : "Parties cOlltemplating goin g out this 
season take notice that no provisions of any kind can be obtained here, 
except, possibly, <1. li ttle moose meat, and dog salmon in small quauti­
ties for dog feed. No ii'eight steamer has been here for two years. No 
flour ean be had." Inside the shelves are barren, and tIl e t rader appeals 
t o everyone coming down the r iver for a little flollr and sugar. A ll the 
Indians, and even the post trader, have a lean alld IlUngr y look, and 
there is a world of pathos in the simple remark of the latter, " I dOIl't; 
know howwe are going t.o get through the winter." A register is kept 
at the store of those passing down the river. There are 1,870 names on 
th e register to-day, and about 500 l]ave been cOllnted who passed ,,·ith­
out landing, making a total of about 2,400 who have gone to the new 
gold fields by thi's route during the present season. Met three or four 
poler s from the KIondike here, 011 their way to Dyea. Oue of tb em, a 
miner, who has been eight days in making the 160 miles ll'om Dawson, 
displayed drafts amounting to $32,000, the result of eight mOll ths' work. 
States that he would have spent the winter on his cla im, but t.hat lI e 
was obliged to get out 011 account of the scarcity of provisions, leaving 
his .partner in charge with their scanty stores. Jack Dalton has s ixty. 
four lJ ead of cattle here, and Cameron, Fral1kliIl & Rea-uey h ave sixty 
head. Waiting for cold weat.her before butchering, and will th en takc 
beef to Dawson on rafts. They are sellin g beef for 50 ce:lts per poulI(l 
by tll e. quarter. There are thousands of acres of good grazin g laud ill 
this vicinity. Old Fort Selkirk, which was located across the ri ver, two 
or three miles above the present post, was burned by the IlIdians ill 
1852, and th e ruius of tIle chimneys can still be seen . It was Oll C of tIle 
principal posts of the IIlldson Bay Company in this regioIl . Remain ed 
all night at the trading post. 
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September lU.-Broke camp at 6 a. m. Wfl are now in the Yukon 
proper. It is abont half a mile wide and very deep, with current of 
four miles all hour. Three miles below Fort Selkirk passed a flock of 
600 sheep , which are grazing on the lowlands on the west bank of the 
river. Rafts are now being constructed for their transportation below. 
OWller hailed our boat and offered $15 a day and board to two men to 
assist him. Boys all declined, as they are seeking gold in the abstract 
rather than the concrete. On the east side of the river, ex tendin g for 
eight miles below the month of the Pelly, is a basaltic plateau, supposed 
to have come from a volcano twenty or thirty miles up the Pelly. It 
has a perpendicular front, five or six hundred feet ill h eight, and is 
l;:nown as the Upper Ramparts. Passed several parties getting out 
logs for building purposes. Camped for the llight at 5.30; about fift.y 
mil es b elow Fort, Selkirk. 

September l7.-Left camp at 7.15 a. m. W eather still delightfully 
bright a nd pleasant. Passed the mouth of White River at 12.30. 
White River, which comes into the Yukon from the wes t about ninety 
mil es b elow Fort Selkirk, is a large str eam, having a very swift current, 
and di scharg ing into the Yukon an immense volume of wat er containing 
a white substance, supposed to be volcanic ash, that di scolo1's the main 
stream fo r a long distance. Below the White River the Yukon breaks 
up into ;numerous challllels, and there are many islands and sandbars. 
Looks IJe1'e like the Missouri between Atchison and Leavenworth. 
Reached the mouth of Stewart River, ten miles below White River , at 
3.10. Stewart River flow s into the Yukon from the east, and is a broad, 
sluggish stream at its mouth. Quite a number of people from upriver 
h ave stopped here to get out house logs, as it is reported that they are 
selling for $300 a set in Dawson and are hard to find lower down. 
Several prospectors here, just returned from the Stewart River country. 
They report that nothing has been struck during the season on tbat 
stream or i ts tributaries. Mail carrier was evidently misinform ed or 
unreliable. The Koukuk, a 10-ton stern-wheel steam boat, is tied np here. 
She bas b een thr.ee d ays in coming from D awson, about seventy miles 
below. Has a half ton of flour and other provisions for Fort Selkirk, 
and the captain expects to reach that point in a week. If the Koukuk 
is a representative type of the Yukon steamboat, it would take no 
prophet to predict a famine. Captain offered $10 a day and board for 
men to make the trip to Fort Selkirk and return, but could find no one 
willing to work on those terms. H e draws a gloomy picture of affairs 
a t Dawson, statin g that there have been no n ew strikes and that the 
country is filling up with people balf provided with food snpplies. 
Camped at 6 o'clock on the east bank of the river, about six mile~ below 
the mouth Of the Stewart. 

September 22.- Left camp at 8.15 a. m. Party has been getting out 
house logs for the p a Et four days. Reached Sixty Mile Post, twenty­
one miles below Stewart R iver, at 10.30, and stopped for a few minutes. 
The post is on the east side of the river, opposite the mouth of Sixty 
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Mile River, which comes into the Yukon from the west. There are 
some good placer creeks on the head of Sixty Mile, and about one 
hundred miners have been accustomed to winter here. Harper &; 

Ladue own the trading post, which is now deserted on account of the 
K londike excitement, being in charge of an Indian. The sawmill, which 
was formerly located here, is now in operation at Dawson. There is a 
fine vegetable garden here, and large cabbages have been raised during 
tile season, while about 150 bushels of potatoes were raised allcl found 
a ready sale at Dawson for $1 per ponnd. Camped for the night at (l 
o'clock, about thirty miles below Sixty Mile. 

September 23.-Left camp at 8 a. m., and arrived in Dawson at 11 a. m. 
IAtll<led at the upper end of town, which is located in a swamp and 
oppressively crude. 

THE KLONDIKE. 

The Klonclike River enters the Ynkon from the southeast, six miles 
nbo\"e old Fort Reliance. It is about 150 miles long, and has its source 
ill a higll range of mountains wbich separates it fi'om the StewartRiver 
aJ,d i rs tributaries. At its mouth an island divides the stream iuto two 
llearly eq nal channels, each of which is about 150 feet wide and four or 
five feet deep, at a medium stage of water. The stream is very s"'ift, 
and rapids occur at frequent intervals, making it exceedingly dimcult 
to navigate with canoes. Its waters are clear and sballow. It has 
beeu known for many years as one of the best streams in thc country 
for salmon fishing, and during the season large numbers of Indians 
camp 011 its shores for the purpose of catching and drying salmon . For 
several ycars gold has beell knowll t o exist on the main stream, but it 
has never been found there in sufficient quantities to justify working 
under present conditions as to cost of supplies. 

The original discovery of gold ill paying quantities in the Klondike 
district was made by George W. Cormack, who came to the Yukon 
coulltry twelve years ago from Wisconsin, and who had been engaged 
in prospecting and in trading with the Indians and miners at various 
points on the river. On June 22,1896, Cormack and Loren Cooper left 
Fort,y !VIne for the mouth of the Klondike. It was ()ormack's ill telltion 
to spend the Sllmmer in fishing on the Klondike, while ()ooper proposed 
to develop two quartz leads situated just below the mouth of that 
Rtream on the west side of the Yukon, and direct ly opposite the presen t 
site of Dawson. They were thus engaged in the early part of A ugust, 
when Robert Henderson, all oldtime prospector, came down the K lon­
dike and told Cormack that he had found on the head waters of Gold 
Bottom Creek some ground that would pay 15 cents to the pan. 

()ormack accompanied Henderson to Gold Bottom, but not b eillg 
favorably impressed with the prospects, returned alolle to the moutll 
of the Klondike, coming down the creek 1l0W known as Bonallza.. On 
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his way back he prospected on various tributaries of Bonanza, and on 
the main creek itself, and, finally, at a point about twelve miles above 
the month, he found gold in sufficient quantities to justify him in 
locating~ and on August 17, 1896, he staked two claims, as he was 
allowed to do under the law-one now known as" Discovery" and the 
'other as "No. 1 below Discovery "-alld gave to the creek the nameit now 
bears. From Discovery down to the mouth of the creek he found fair 
prospects at various points on the bars and in the rims, panning ont 
aJtogether $5 Or $6 in coarse gold, the largest nugget weighing $1.10. 
Cormack informed Cooper and others of his discovery, al)d left on 
August 19 for Forty Mile for the purpose of recording his claims, which 
he did on August 26,1896. Coopel', Edward M011a1l[ln, and Gregg Stew­
art staked on the 19th, locating the claims now known as 27,28, and 29 
below Discovery. William Stanton, Oll the 21st, staked what is llOW 

known as 13 below. In the meantime the news of the discovery had 
spread to Indian Creek, which flows into the Yukon from the eastward 
thirty miles above the Klondike, aud fifteen or twenty meu who were 
prospecting there left at ollce for the new diggings, while quite a lmm­
bel' of men who were coming down the river ill small boats were 
informed of the discovery and stopped to make locations. Three or four 
days after Cormack's arrival at Forty Mile a large number of men 
came up from that place in poling boats, and by Septemher 1 there were 
150 or 200 men on Bonanza and its tributaries seeking claims. By 
September 13 Bonanza had been staked to 45 above and 90 below Dis­
covery, and as nothing of value could be found above or below those 
numbers many men were forced to prospect on other creeks. On the 
da.te named a discovery was made at the mouth of the gulch now known 
as E ldorado Creek, which comes into Bonanza from the south about a 
mile above Discovery, and in three or four days Eldorado was staked 
t o 32. This creek, which was staked because there was no other ground 
in the immediate vicinity to be had, and which was not supposed to 
contain anything of special value, has proved to be far richer, thongh 
less extensive, than Bonanza, and is probably the richest creek, mile 
for mile, ever discovered in the world. In October about twenty men 
ca.me up from Circle City on the steamer A1'ctic, and by April 1, 1~!)7, 
some 800 had come up from that place, making the population of the 
Klondike district at the last-named date abont 1,500. All who came into 
the district during the winter were compelled to bring their OWll sup­
plies, as no freight wag landed there by the commercial companies 
until early ill the following Jnne. A large proportion of the miners 
alld prospectors lived in tents, only about thirty cabins being built on 
the gulches during the winter. 

Up to November 3,1896, no great strike had been made on either creek, 
bnt on that date rich ground was opened up on 21 above Discovery, ou 
Bo:p.anza. The first pan taken out immediately below the muck yielded 
35 cents, and the next seven fires gave an average of $3.35 to the pan. 
From this strike dates the "boom " Oll the Klondike. At that time 



318 BULLETIN OF THE DEPARTMENT OF LABOR. 

Elclorado had shown no large prospects, but a few days later very rich 
ground was opened up on 14 audIo, as high as $18 beillg taken from n. 
single pan. During the same month n. big strike was made on G, whieh 
yielded as high as $22 to the pan. 

On Hunker Creek gold was discovered in September, 18!)G. Thi ~ 

creek has developed some good properties, and in October, one month 
later, claims tllere were wortll more than on Bonanza and Eldoratlo. 

During the early part of the winter but little work was dou e Oil tbe 
gulches beyond tile sinking of prospect 811afts by tile claim owners 
th emselves, as it was impossible to induce men to work for wages. 
Every man who llad an outfit believed tllat lle could do better by 
taking his chances of finding a good claim tban by working for the 
wages offered ($15 a day), and a large number of men spent the fall 
and the early part of the winter in prospecting the tributaries of the 
Klondike and Illdian rivers and Ilumerous gulches along Bonanza and 
Eldorado creeks. By tile middle of Jannary (1897) mallY of tllese pros · 
p ectors bad become discouraged through failure to find good claims and. 
took "lays" (n) on Bonanza and. Eldorado, and later n. large number 
accepted employment for wages, principally on Eldorado. Driftiug was 
prosecuted vigorously uutil the water began to run in the creeks, aiJout 
May 7, when the work of shoveling tile d.umps into the sluice boxes 
was begun. Most of tlJe dumps were exbausted within thirty days 
and many marvelons clean·ups made. On some claim s the gold filled. 
the riffles so rapidly that it was necessary, in order to save the gold, 
to clean up as often as twice a day. On 2 E ldorado, with four lllen 
sl1oveliog in,.$6,500 was taken out in one day. By the first week in 
June the winter's work was practically closed, and five months' active 
mining operatiolJs, conducted by a force of about 600 men, had 
produced an amount of gold wllich is conservatively estimated at 
82,000,000. Work was continued through tlJe summer on most of the 
claims, ground sluicing and sboveling in being actively elJgaged. in 
011 BonanzA. until the creek froze up in the latter part of September, 
and on Eldorado until tile lat ter part of August, when tbe water got 
too low to furnish a sluice lJeac1. The output for the summer brought 
the total product for the season up to about $3,000,000. :Mnch" dead 
work" was done, consisting of removing the trees, st.umps, moss, and 
muck, and in ground sluicing and otberwise getting ready for acti\·e 
operations tbe following seasoll. 

On September 30, 18!)7, Bonanza Creek bad been staked above aJ\d 
below Discovery for a total distan ce of abou t t'llen ty miles, while E ldo· 
rado Creek llad becn staked for a distance of about eight alld a half 
miles, both beiug loeated for almost their entire length. These are all 

a"Lay" is the term nsetl lly the min ers to designate ground worked on shares. 
A by usua.lly consists of a strip fifty or one huutlrcd feet in width, intersecting the 
general course of the stream at right angles autI extending clear .across the clairu. 
The usual terms arc ttu equal division of the Olltput, the lessor paying all expenses of 
operation. 
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creek claims, 500 feet lon g, as a rule, measured in the direction of the 
gelleral course of t he stream, and extelldillg in width from base to base 
of the hill or bench on each side. I II making their original locations 
prospectors who were not provided with tapelines stepped oft' the dis­
tanc·e and set their stakes at wuat they considered the limits of their 
ground. When the Government survey was made it was often fonud 
tuat more ground was claimed thall the locators were entitled to, an d 
thus "fractions" were created. There are quite a number of these on 
tue various creeks, and some of them ha,e pro,ed very rich. At tI le 
above date there were also fifty bench claims on Bonanza ancl forty on 
BlUorado. The bench claims are 100 feet square and can not extend 
b elow the "base of the hill or bench." The Canadian mining re~nla­
tionR a re not clear as to t he line of demarcation between creek and 
bench claims, and as a consequence some dispute has arisen as to 
wllere the creek claims cease an d the bench claims beg in ; but tuese 
di sputes are generally amicably settled between the parties themselves. 

The method of placer mining pursued in tue Klondike district is 
somewhat different from that which prevails in the U nited States. 
Tue ground, which is covered with moss to a depth of from twelve to 
eighteell inches, is frozen solid from .iust below the moss to bed rock, 
which is generally struck at a depth of ten or fifteen feet, although in 
many places it is twenty-fi ve or thirty feet below the surface. The heat 
of the sun, even ill the hottest days of summer, when the thermometer 
regist ers 100 d egrees in the.shade, has no effect on t he frozen ground 
ulltil the moss is removed. B eneath the moss there is a deposit of 
decayed vegetation called by the miners "muck," which varies from 
two to tweuty feet in depth. 

"Vhere the gronnd is very deep it is found more economical t o sink a 
shaft to b ed rock and take out the pay gravel by means of a windlass. 
This is called" drifting," a nd in many claims this can be done success­
fnlly ollly in the winter time, after the stream is frozen solid, as in tile 
su mmer time the inflow of surface water and seepage from the creeks 
make it impossible to pursue this method. After stripping off the mos8, 
the miner starts a shaft about three and a half by six feet, picking 
through the muck unt il the gravel is r eached. He is then obliged to 
resort to " burning," as the best pick does not hold its point five min­
utes when used in the frozen gravel. A fire of cord wood is built on 
th e bottom of the shaft, which thaws the gravel to adepth of about two 
feet. This thawed gravel is then shoveled out or hoisted by means of 
a windlass, and the process repeat ed until bed rock is reached. At this 
stage the" drifting " proper begins. Dry wood is piled against the 
wall of the shaft to nearly the height of the pay gravel and covered 
with sticks of green cord wood arranged with one end resting on the 
bottom of the shaf t and the other leanin g against the wall at an angle 
of 45 d egrees. '1'be green wood so placed is ealIed " lagging," ancl 
serves the donble p urpose of confining the fire and catchiug the waste 
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dirt from above. At bedtime the fire is started and the miner retires 
for the night. During the night the heat causes the wall to cave, and 
t he gravel which slides down over the lagging produces a smould ering 
fire, which burns till morning and thaws the face of the gravel to a 
depth of two feet or more. In the morning the miner enters the shaft, 
throws back the waste dirt and charred wood, and hoists the pay 
gravel to the surface. This process is repeated daily, the miner panning 
after each fire to see if he is still on the pay streak. As the work pro­
gresses the drift gradually widens out until a width of about thirty 
feet is attained, and is then carried forward at a uniform width. On 
account of the gas produced by the burning wood, ventilation is neces­
sary, and this is secured by sinking a second shaft at a distance of 
twenty or thirty feet from the first and connecting them as quickly as 
possible. On account of the frozen condition of the ground, timbering 
is unnecessary, but the expense thus saved is more than counterbal­
anced by the consumption of firewood in burning. On many of the 
claims on Bonanza and Eldorado the wood has been cut off to the top 
of the range on either side, and within a year or two wood will have to 
be brought from a distance, which will greatly increase its cost. In the 
spring the dump taken from the drifts is shoveled into sluice boxes and 
the gold thus separated from the gravel. 

In the shallower claims gronnd sluicing is resorted to during the 
summer months. When the pay streak has been located the moss is 
stripped off, a trench is dug parallel with the creek along the pay streak, 
and the water from the creek is turned into the head of the trench by 
means of a wing darn. The action of the water in passing through the 
trench undermines the banks and washes the muck alld much of the 
gravel into the bed of the creek below, the coarse gold in the gravel 
tb\lS carried away being left in the bottom of the trench. After the 
trench has been washed out to a sufficient width a line of sluice boxes 
is set through the center of the trench, a head of water turned on, and 
the gravel shoveled in from either side. The sluice boxes are given 
enough fall to carry the gravel and sand throngh the boxes into the 
" tailings" pit below, the gold dropping to the bottom and lodging in 
the riffles, which consist of longitudinal strips arranged abont an inch 
apart and having cross strips at frequent intervals. Some of the 
ground, especially on E ldorado, is so shallow that it is found profitable, 
after removing the moss, to shovel it all into the sluice boxes, thus 
avoiding the expense and delay of drifting and ground sluicing. 

The following details relative to the outpnt of the claims on Bonanza 
and Eldorado, the number of men employed, wages, etc., present a 
fairly accurate idea of the value and productiveness of the mines: 

BONANZA CREEK. 

Discovery alld1 below were well opened up last winter (1896-97), and 
a pay streak from 30 to 100 feet wide was located. The ground yields 
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from $2,000 to $2,500 to the box length (a ), and $40,000 was cleaned up 
in May as the result of the season's work, eight men being employed. 

All the claims from 2 to 10 below run about the same as Discovery 
and 1 below, there being very rich spots on 3, as high as $3,000 to the 
box length having been taken out last spring. About ten men were 
employed for wages on these claims. 

From 10 to 20 below, the ground is very rich, producing in places 
$4,000 to the box length, and the pay streak is 600 feet wide on several 
of the claims, having been located for a width of 700 feet on 16, with 
fair pay all the way across. 

From 20 to 30 below, the pay streak is very wide, and the ground 
runs $2,500 to the box length. 

In the 30's very little has been done, the output not amounting to 
over $10,000, probably. As high as $2,000 to the box length has been 
taken out, and the claims promise large returns. 

The 40's nUl about the same as the 30's, but very little work has been 
done. 

From 50 to 59 the ground yields from $1,500 to $2,000 to the box 
length. III places the pay streak is 600 feet wide, and the yield is likely 
to be large. No. 51 produced $50,000 or $60,000 during the summer, 
grouud sluicing, employing twelve men. 

In the 60's good pay was taken out last winter. No. 60 was bought 
for $10,000, and afterwards a half interest was sold for $10,000, the 
seller reserving' the dump and washing out $4,500 therefrom. The 
ground r an about $2,000 to the box length. 

The elaims above Discovery run about the same as those below. 
From 1 to 18 above the ground runs about $2,000 to the box length. 
No. 5 produced $49,000 during the season, two box lengths yielding 
$16,000. A half interest in this claim was sold last October for $35,000 
cash . Some sixty-five men were employed on 5 at one time during the 
summer. 

No. 21 above is one of the best claims on Bonanza, running as high 
as $4,000 to the box length. The first rich strike on Bonanza was 
made on this claim. 

From 21 to 26 above very little has been done. 
On 26 some big' clean-nps were made, over $100,000 having been 

taken out last summer by ground sluicing. A half interest in this 
claim was bought last winter for $40,000, including a half interest in 18 
above and a quarter interest in 34 Eldorado. 

No. 27 sold for $55,000 last spring, the purchaser taking out enough 
in two months to pay for the claim . . The entire output for the season 

a The sluice boxes in use in the Klondike district are constructed of inch lumber, 
and are twelve feet long and twelve inches deep, being twelve inches wide at one 
eud and ten inches wide at the other, so as to fit into oue another. In running a 
string of sluiccs the gravel is shoveled in from either side to a width of six or seven 
fect, making a cut about fourteeu feet wide. A box length, therefore, is a super. 
ficial area twelvo by fourteen feet, or 168 s(]uare feet. 
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was $75,000. No. 28 belongs to the same parties as 27 and is equally 
rich. 

No. 29 has turned out from $3,000 to $4,000 to tbe box length. 
No. 3G has been very productive, and 37 produced last winter between 

$45,000 and $50,000. 
No. 38 has turned out very well, as high as $3,000 to the box length, 

and yielded about $20,000 as the result of the season's work. 
From 39 to 44 the grouud is good, 41 having produced $20,000 the 

past season . Very l ittle has been accomplished above 4·1. III tLe 50's 
there has been considerable prospecting, but nothing Las been fOUllll 
to justify working at the presellt rate of wages aud cost of supplies. 

The bench claims on Bonanza from the montb of Eldorado, which 
comes in about a mi].e above Discovery, to 60 below have sbown up 
well, some of them being very ricb. From a bench claim at tbe mouth 
of Skookum Gulch, which enters Bonanza about Lalf a mile below 
Eldoraclo and nearly parallel with the latter stream, one man washed 
out $500 a day with a rocker for a short t ime during the past summer. 
Along the upper eud of G below three or four of the bench claims are 
very ricb, one man having rocked out $10,000 last summer. He was 
offered $10,000 for llis claim when he ceased work, but refused tlle 
offer. Between Eldorado Creek an d Skookum Gulch there is a divide 
two or three hundred feet high, and pay has been fonIld all the way to 
the top on both slopes. On the summit washed gravel is found, pro· 
ducing $1 to the pan in coarse gold . The deposit has all the char­
acteristics of an ancient river bed, and has been traced along t hGl 
ridge for several miles. It is supposed to extend around tbe h ead of 
Eldorado and over to the head of Dominion Creek, where very rich 
ground was discovered during tbe past fall. There are many evidences 
that the wash which produced t be present rich deposits of gold in the 
Klondike district came from this ancien t river bed. 

All sales so far r eported on Bonanza have been made between 
miners, the money for the payments being borrowed by tbem from one 
another. The largest price that has been paid for a single claim on 
Bonanza is $55,000. No. 7 above was originally pnrcbased for $7,000, 
and a qnarter interest was afterwards sold for the same amount, or at 
the rate of $28,000 for the claim. A half interest in 6 above was sold 
for $10,000 early last spriug. Many other sales are r eported, but these 
are typical. 

ELDORADO CREEK. 

The fraction at the mouth of Eldorado is very rich, the dump taken 
out during the winter baving produced $25,000. Five men were 
employed in making th is output. 

No. 1 produced $10,000 as the result of the winter's drifting. The 
work was begnu in February, four men being employed. The claim 
produced $30,000 during the summer, employing fourteen men. 
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Fourt een men, drifting from February to }\fay on 2 Eldorado, took 
out a dump which yielded $100,000. Four men working on a lay on 
the same claim took out $49,000, b~illg employed from January 27 to 
l\fay 1, and two other men working Oil a lay produced $32,000, being 
employed about the same length of time. 

Nothing has yet been found on 3, although it is supposed to be rich. 
From the fraction of 140 feet between 3 and 4 about $4,000 was taken 

out, two men being employed on a lay. The claim sold for $14,000 
last February. 

No prospecting has been done on 4, but it is probably as rich as the 
claims immediately above and below. 

The npper part of 5 and the lower part of G produced about $13(\,000, 
the result of driftillg last winter, sixteen or eighteen men being 
employed, b eginning work late in February. Durillg the summer 
$[JO,OOO was t aken out, twelve men being employed. The pay streak 
is fully 300 feet wide h ere, extending' clear across the gulch. 

On 7 :five men were employed for a short time, and t hey took ont 
$31,000 in four box lengths. 

The p ay streak is 300 feet wide on 8, and with fifteen men working 
produceu $100,000. 

No. f) is very rich, and produced between $70,000 and $100,000 from 
two holes, employing nine men. Some very large pans were taken ont 
of this gronnd, as high as $212 being reported. From three buckets of 
gravel (fifteen pans) $1,500 was secnred. . 

No. 10, a half interest ill which was sold last winter for $ l[J,OOO, 
yielded $20,000 as the result of drifting last winter, and $30,000 was 
taken out during the summer, three men being employed. 

A clean-up of $26,000 was made on 11, and from two cuts $60,000 was 
t aken out by :five men. The pay streak is wide here. 

No. 12 produced about $35,000. This ground is very rich. A great 
deal of d ead work was done on it during the summer in preparation 
for this season's work. 

N 0.13 has been very productive, probably $100,000 having been taken 
out, with six men employed. 

Nos. 14 and 15 produced about $ 120,000, drifting, with two or three 
men employed. 

Six men, drifting, took out $80,000 on 16. 
No. 17 has shown good results, IH1ving produced nearly $100,000. 

Work was begun in Febrnary, nine men being employed. 
From 18 to 23 not much has been accomplished, although all the 

claims show good prospects. 
No. 23 was bought for $25,000 last winter, a nd the purchaser, working 

six men, took out enough in two months to pay for the claim. 
No. 25 has produced about $30,000, employing five men drifting from 

February 1 to April 10. Eight box lengths yielded a.n average of 
$2,000 to the box length. 
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Vel'y little work has been done on 26, although tbe prospects are 
good. 

From two small dumps 011 27 about $30,000 was taken out, with tbree 
men employed. 

The fraction of fifty-five feet between 27 and 28 yielded from a small 
dump between $6,000 and $8,000, witb three men employed. 

Notbing has been accomplished on 28, althongh it prospects well. 
Last summer $38,000 was taken out of thirty-eight lineal feet Oll 2!J, 

six lllen being employed. The owner was offered $120,000 for 120 feet 
on tile upper end, but he refused the offer. 

No. 30 is the gl'eat claim of E ldoeado. It has produced as lligb as 
$20,000 to the box length. About $150,000 was t aken out of two cnts­
twelve box lengtll s in all, oe about $70 to tbe square foot. The pay 
streak is forty feet wide. At one time during the spring the owner 
could w> into the workings and take ont a pan of dirt from bed rock and 
get from $800 to $1,000 to the pan. Six men were employed ou 30 
during tbe winter, drifting, and about thirty men were employed during 
the summer. 

There is a small fraction between 30 and 31, which has yielded about 
$30,oe)0. The best pay is found under the banks along here. 

Tue original locator of 31 sold it for $80, and it was afterwards sold 
for $31,000, one of the first big sales made in the district. E igbt men 
wel'e employed on the claim from April until just a little while before 
the close of the season, wben the water became so low that they had to 
cease work. They uncovered some very rich ground, and it is thought 
tllat 31 will prove to be one of the best claims on the creek. 

On 32 big prospects have been fonnd, but not much work bas been 
done. 

Up to Septeml;>er 21), 1897, nothing had been found on 33, but 011 that 
date a strike was made which yielded $10 to the pan, and the claim 
promises to be very productive. 

No. 34 shows good prospects, but no rich gronnd ' has been struck. 
About nine men were employed on the claim during t he summer. 

Nothing has been done ou 35. 
Six men were employed on 36 during tbe winter, drifting, and from 

$J,OOO to 85,000 to the box length was taken out. Some wOl'k was 
clone dueing the summer, and the claim has yielded between $40,000 
and $50,000. The largest nugget as yet found on the Yukoll was 
takeu fmm 36. It weighed about 341 ounces and was valued at $583. 

No. 37 shows up about the same as 36, and will probably prove as 
prod uctive. 

The claims on Eldorado above 37 have not shown any very promising 
prospects at the present writing. 

The bench claims on Eldorado were not worked to any extent last 
winter, and it was difficult to prospect them during the summer on 
account of the inflow of surface water. But they will be thoroughly 
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prospected this winter, and it is probable tbat tbey will prove very 
ricb, as gold bas beell fou·nd in pa.ying quantities wherever a sbaft has 
been 'sullk to bed rock. 

October 1, 1897) eigbteen creeks bad been located in the Yukon 
district of Canada. The following' table shows the names of tbe creeks, 
the number of claims above and below Discovery, tbe number of bench 
claims, and the mining districts in wbich tbe creeks are located: 

NAMES OF CHEEKS. WITH NUMBER 0],' REcoRmm CLAIMS, IN THE YUKUN 
DISTRICT OF CANADA, oeToBEl~ 1, 1897. 

Name of creek. Discovery. Discovery. aDe. filirdllg district. Above Below I B h 

------------------------------ 11------- -----1- ----------
41 I 7 I ....... . Last Chance ..... . ......... . ...... . . . .. . ....... .. 

115 1 68 I·.·····. 
24 26 .•.. ... . 

TIonallza ..• • _ . . _. __ • __ . _. _ .. eo_ •• •• • _ __ .0 _0 • ••••• 

B ear .......... ..... . ..... ... .. . ..... . ........ . .. . 
Eldorado .... .... .. .. .. .. ....................... . 90 . . .• . .• .. . . . 40 
HL1nker ...... . ... . ........... . ... . .. .. . .... . ... . 50 1 87 1 
Victoria _ .. __ ., ___ .. . __ . _ ... ___ ._ . _. __ 0 _ ••• _. __ • • 20 .. . • • .• . .... . ... . . . . 
Fren ch ......... .. ............ ... ....... .. .... .. . 41 ' . . ....... .... ...... . 

10 .• • ••• . • .. . .. • • . . • •. 
13 ' . .•••. ••• •. . 30 

l saac, or Chief .... ... . . . . .. .. .... ... . . . •..... ... . 
Skoolmm ...........• . . ... . ......... ... .......... 

~~ 1 ~~ 
~~ I ~~ 

All Gold ........... . .. . . ...... . ... ..... . .. ...... . 

~t~~~~Jtti~~::::::::::::::::::::: : :: ::::::: ::::::::: 
EL1reka . . .... . . . .. . • . . . ...... .. ...... . .... . ..• . •. 
Montana. __ . ___ . __ 0_ • • _." •• _ __ _ ••••• • •••• ___ •• ••• 35 I 8 
Moose Hide . .. . ... . . .. .. ..... . ...... .. . .. ... . .. . 38 5 

35 11 
37 28 ~~~ct;':o~~i: : ::::: :: :: ::::::::::::: :: : :: ::::::: ::: 

Henderson ............. . .. . ... . ... ........ . .... . 43 3{ 

Klondike. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
])0. 
Do. 
])0. 
])0. 
Do. 

Indian Creek. 
])0. 
Do. 

Montam, Creek. 
Uoosc Ride. 
13ryant Creek. 
])eadwood Gulch . 
Henderson Creek. 

In explanation of this table it should be stated that the Canadian 
mining regulatiolls differ somewbat from the miniug laws of the United 
States in the definition of a " mining distrIct" (or" locality"). Under 
our laws and local regulations a separate mining district may be estab­
lisbed on every creek where a discovery is made; wbereas under the 
Canadian .mining regulations, "locality" shall mean the territory along 
a river (tributary of the Yukon) and its affiuellts. To illustrate: Tl.le 
Birch Creek dist rict, in Alaska, consists of eighteen or twenty separate 
mining districts, each having its recorder and records, while the Klon­
dike miuing district (or locality) embraces the Klondike River and all 
of its tributaries, and is subject to tbe authority of a sillgle official, the 
gold commissioner, who has j urisdiction over the Yukon district of 
Canada. 

Some complaint is beard of tbe Canadian mining regulations (a) in 
force in the Yukon district, but it must be said in their bebalf that in 
one respect they are considered more favorable than our own laws to 
the poor man seeking a claim for the purpose of working it. Under 
the Canadian law a prospector can locate but one claim in a district (or 
locality), and a·s he is required when he records to certify under oath that 
be bas found gold in paying quantities, the effect is to prevent the 

a.A. pamphlet giving the regulations governing placer mining in the Yukon dis· 
trict of Canada may be had free upon application to J . A. Smart, Esq., Deputy 
Minister of t h e Interior, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada. 

4584--N o. 16- -3 
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location of creeks before they are properly prospected . Thi is cer­
taillly a provision that gives all a fair chance. Under the United States 
law (a ) a prospector can locate any number of cJa,ims in a district, if he 
so desires, provided he is llOt prohibited from doing so by local miniug 
regnlations. It may be added, however, in this connection that in 
order to hold the possessory r ight to a location not less than one llllll­
drecl dollars' worth of lauoL' must be performed or improvements made 
thereon anuually until entry shall have been made. 

No remarkaule discoveries have been made in the Yukon district 
asiJe from tllOse ou Bonanza and Eldoraclo, detailed above. 

SkookuID Gulch, which enters Bonanza from the south Lalf a IlJile 
below Elc1orado, is staked to 13 above its mouth, wllere tLe original 
discovery was made, and contains tuirty uench claims, some of w11ich 
are very rich. The creek claim at tue mouth of Skookum Gulch was 
staked last March and was sold suortly afterwards for $35,000. The 
purcuasers cleaned up $37,000 during the summer and then sold a 
half interest for $35,000. N otlling noterforthy has been accornplislletl 
fartber up Oll Skooknm, but tIle ground prospects well and will 
ullcloubtedly prove d ch, as it drains the western slope of the divide, 
containing the ancient river bed previously referred to. 

French GulcL, a tributary of Eldoraclo, has not been developed to 
any extent, although $5 to th e pan has been secured. from a fractional 
claim at its moutl!. 

Bear Creek, a tributary of tIle Klondike, contains fifty creek claims, 
some of whicL prospect well. One claim which was ,vorked.last winter 
yielded. from 81,500 to $2,000 to the box length. 

Bunker Creek, which flows into the Klolldike from the sonth a few 
miles above tl1l3 mouth of Bonanza, has 137 creek claims and. onc bench 
claim, and is reported to contain much good property. 

No promising prospects have been found. on any of the other tribn­
taries of the Klouclike. It is a remarkable fact that all the gold­
bearillg creeks thus far discovered on the K londike come into tllat 
stream from the south, and the same statement is true of Bonanza and. 
Eldorado. 

Several creeks have been located outside of the Klondike.di strict, as 
indicated in the foregoing table, but no noteworthy developments have 
been made. Dominion Creek, a tributary of Indian Hiver, has shown 
some yery fine prospects, and as it heads just across the divide from 
the head waters of Eldorado, it is thought that it lUay prove prodnctive. 

Late repor ts from Henderson Creek, which ell ters t he Yukon from 
the east just below Stewart Hiver, iudicate t L:1t good gl'oull d 11as 
been founel there, 35 cents to the pan luwing been obtained on t he 
bell ches. It was impossible during the summer to rcacb ued rock llear 

etA pamphlet giving tho United Stutt'S miniug ]aws, :lIld ]'egll1atioll~ thereunder , 
may be had free llpon apl)licatioll to the Commissioner of th o G"ueral Land OtIice, 
Washington, D. C. 
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tIle creek on :lccouut of the water, but it is probable that good pay 
will be found there during the winter. 

In the short time available it was impossible to interview all the 
dailll owners on Bonanza and Eldorado. The amounts given above as 
the output of the various claims dmlignuted aggregate nearly $2,000,000, 
alld as most of the claims for which the output is not gi\"en (somc 125 
ill number) produced from $1,000 to $10,000 each, it is safe to say, as 
before stated, tlJat the mines of the KIondike district yielded during 
tIle season of 1896-97 nearly $3,000,OOO- a most extraordinary figure, 
when it is considered that the period of active operations on most of tlJe 
claims", as less than eigh t months and that probably less than GOO mell 
were engaged in productive mining operations. TlJe claims ou Bonanza 
were worked almost entirely by the claim owners themselves and by 
millers who took lays on the claims, and it is probable that uot over 
100 men were working for wages on the creek at auy one time. The 
claims on Eldorado were worked principally by the claim oWllers per­
SOli ally and by miners employed by the day, the owners being averse, 
ou ac('oun t of the extraordinary richness of the ground, to letting it ont 
011 lays. TLIe best obtaillable data place the number of men working 
for wages on Eldorado at anyone time at 300, and it is probable that 
OIle-half of this number would represent the average for the eight­
month period of active operations. There is no doubt that the output 
would ha,ye been doubled if it had been possible to secure miners, uut, 
as intimated elsewhere, a ma.n who was. supplied with provisions could 
Dot be induced to work for wages, and those who did accept employ­
mellt worked only lon g enough to earn a "grub stake," when they 
ceased work and went into the hills to prospect. 

Wllile tbe output appears large, it sbould be borne in mind that the 
expenses of ope-ration are enormous. Sluice-box lumber costs $150 a 
thousand feet in Dawson, and the rate for packing to 36 Eldorado, a 
distance of sixteen miles, is $80 a thousand, aoo proportionately more 
for greater distances. In the summer it costs 35 cents a pound to pack 
provisions from Dawson to 36 EldoL'ado, tbe winter rate being 8 cents 
a pound. 

The summer trail from Dawson to the mines is a mere footpath, which 
winds its way over a steep mouutain for a distance of two and a half 
miles, where it strikes the Klondike, which is crossed by means of a 
ferry alld t hen traverses the valley of Bonanza Creek for two or three 
miles farther. It then alternately ascends and descends benches from 
Ol.le to three hundred feet high and meanders thl'Ough the valley. 
"Vhere the trail keeps to the bottom lands one sin ks to the knee in the 
muck at nearly every step, while it is necesi"ary constantly to be on the 
alert to avoid a bad stumble over the roots, which protrude from the 
ground and cross the pathway in every direction. Rubber boots are 
indispemmble but their weight adds to the discomfort of the journey. 
When the trail leaves the bogs and ascends the hillside, some relief is 



328 BULLETIN OF THE DEPAR'l'MEN'l' OF LABOR. 

experienced so ffLr as the llluck is concerue<1, but the roots are still 
there, supplemented by I>lllooth bowlders, on which one is apt to slip 
and fall, while the exertion required to climb the steep incline tries the 
stallliua of the strongest man. The unhappy travel er's misery is 
aceelltufLted to the verge of distraction by myriads of mosquitoes, 
probably the most energetic and vindictive of their kind thus far dis­
covered on this contillent. After ajoul'l1ey over the Bonanza trail the 
mind reverts to til e struggle over Ohilkoot rnss as a mere pleasl1l'e 
jaunt and to the sOlll-harl'owing experiences on tlle Skagway trail as a 
SUlJllller outing. III passing down the t rail llIell are met at frequent 
illtervals carrying from 100 to 150 pounds on their backs and onc falls 
to wondering why, ill stead of packing for 35 cents a pound, they do not 
strike fot' $1. Horses and dogs are also used for packing, a good horse 
carrying 200 pounds and a dog from 35 to 50 poullds. In the winter, 
after the creeks and the Klondike freeze over, provi ions are freighted 
to the mines by means of sleds, drawn by horses, dogs, or men, and the 
rate is about one-fourth that for summer packing. These rates, added 
to th e excessive prices paid for supplies in Dawson, make the cost of 
living and the expense of operating the mines enormous. 

If a visitor to the gulches prefers to ride, he can secure a saddle-horse 
in Daw on for $60 a day. 

During the past summer thirty or forty well-constructed log buildings 
were erected on the north side of Bonanza, opposite the mouth of 
Eltlorado, the place beillg known as The Forks. The location is on 
bench land, with good drainage and a charming outlook. If provisions 
could have been obtained, there is no doubt it would have become a 
pl'osperous and growing town during tIle present seasoll. The Forks 
must, in the nature of things, become an important point for the distribu­
tion of snp plies, as it is in the heart of tlle gold-bearing zone of the 
K londike district. 

The question as to wbetller or not the mines of the Klondike district 
offer a safe and profitable field for the investmen t of capital is onc to 
which many capitalists will have a satisfactory answer, through the 
medium of their experts on the ground, long before this report reacbes 
the public, and therefore the facts here given will probably be of no 
value to th em; but to men of small means seeking business opportuni ­
ties, and to workingmen allured by the promise of large wages, it is 
lloped that the illformation cOJltained in this and the succeeding sec­
tion may furnish a basis for correct conclusions as to whether it is wise 
for them to venture illto this country under present conditions. 

\ 'Vith special reference to employment for wages in the mines, it sllonld 
be stated, first of all, that the term" $15 a day" is misleading if ulIac­
companietl by the explanation tllat payment for labor in the gulches is 
based on the unit of $ 1.50 per hour, and that at best employmen t is 
uncer tain iu the extreme, both on account of the climatic conditions 
and the difficulty of procnring supplies. Durillg the summer mOlltl1s 
full time can generally be mad e, but the working season seldom exceeds 
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seventy days. There is. then a closed season of two or three III on ths 
before driftin g begins, the usual time for commencing winter work being 
about December 1. From that date to February 1 there is an average 
of but six hours of daylight, while the temperature frequently drops 
to GO or 70 degrees below zero, rendering it difficult, if not impossible, 
to get in fnll time, the average time made during those months not 
ex(,eeding six hours a day. Diligent inquiry among· scores of min ers 
wllo worked for wages during the past seaSOll failed to discover one who 
llatl matl e full time for 150 days, the average pl'obably falling below 
rfltlier t h all above 100 days. The cost of a year's outfit at the prices 
cllarged in the stores wonld be about ~lGOO, but if tile stores fire unable 
to supply a full outfit, as was the case last summer and has beell the 
case nearly every year since t Ile first settlement of the COUll try, tIle 
miner is obliged to purchase t"rom speCUlators and slllall traders sufii· 
ciont supplies to make up the deficiency, at prices wllich bring the cost 
of his yeflr's outfit to a figure more nearly represented by $1 ,000 tllan 
the first sum named. This enormous cost of living leaves the Illiner 
with little or no meHns after the purchase of hi s outfit to devote to other 
purposes . To support a family under such condition s is out of the 
qnestion, and the only opportunity a miller has to l)etter his condition 
is to work just long enongh to pay for a "grub stake" and thell go into 
the hills and prospect. If he makes a successful strike, he is prepared 
to pay the exorbitant prices charged for supplies, a.nd can work his 
mine; if he fails, he may again go to work for wages or go out of the 
country and bring in an outfit over the trail, an alternative frequently 
ch08ell . 

E vcn under the hard conditions prevailing during the past fall con­
certed action was taken to reduce wages fi.'om $1.50 to $1 per hour. 
On September 23 certain mine owners met in Dawson and a.dopted a 
resolution reducing wages to $1 per hour from October]. The wage· 
workers met at The Forks on September 26 and adopted a counter 
r et'olutioll, declaring that wages would be kept at $1.50 per hour. If 
it had not been for the food panic, wilieil is fully described under the 
head of Dawson, it is probable that tile question would have COllle to 
an issue October], and with a large number of unemployed men ill the 
country there is no doubt as to what the result would have been; but 
on account of the scarcity of provisions, supplemented by the fact that 
t he only workingmen in the country even partially snpplied were those 
already employed, the mine owners were forced, for the time being, to 
recede from their position. Many of the owners claim that it is impos­
sible to operate their mines at a profit with wages at the preseut figure, 
and they are either working them in a very small way this winter or 
lettin g" them lie idle, waiting for the reduction of wages which must 
inevitably come with an increase in the food supply. 

It has beell very difficult to secure allY trustworthy estimates as to 
the probable output of the mines during the present season (1897-98). 
Many enthusiastic mine owners predict that it will reach $15)000,000, 
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but the more conservative place it at from $8,000,000 to $10,000,000. 
The latest information received (December 15, 1897) indicates that 
there are about 1,500 men engaged in minillg on Bouanza and Eldorado, 
and as many more on other creeks in the K londike district, a num­
ber that would probably have been douuled had it not been fol' tlte 
shortage of supplies. Up to December 15 no new ueYelOpmellts had 
occnrred ill the district to change the opiuion of those best informed 
that no creeks will be found to equal Bonanza aud Eldorado ill rich­
ness. In speaking of this subject an old practicaIminer says: 

"Whatever may have been the cause that concentrated the gold in 
the two great creeks, it would seem that they have become rich at the 
expense of a vast tract of country which must, of necessity, be pOOl'. 
Nor is there anything uunatural or un likely in this. That it is so with 
the Klondike gold field has now become quite evident, and all the rich 
strikes that will ever be heard of from this part of the country haye 
already been reported." 

DAWSON. 

About the 1st of September, 18!J6, JosepL. Ladue, of the firm of Dar­
per & Ladue, the owners of a trading post and sa \ymi1l at Sixty Mile, 
came (lown from Hl at place and located the town site of the presellt 
tOWlI of Dawson, selecting a level plot of ground on the east bank of 
the Yukonjnst below the month of the Klondike, and fifty-five llIiles 
east of the boundary liue between A laska and Northwest Territory. 
The sawmill was urought down frol)) Sixty Mile and set up on the river 
front about a mile below the Klondike. Ladue erected the first house 
ill Dawson, alltlllad a small stock of goods transferred from the trading 
post at Sixty Mile. His supply of provisions, however, was inade­
quate to meet the demand, and many of the prospectors were obliged 
to go to Forty Mile alld Oircle City to procure outfits for the wilJter. 
The sa'J'mill was put into operation at ollce, and has turued out about 
2,000,000 feet of product, supplying the mines with sluice-box lUlllbt'r 
and the town and vicinity with building material. But little building 
was dOlle during the winter, the cold weather makillg such ,york 
impossiule, but men were engaged in getting out logs for tl!e construc­
tion of houses in the spring. On the 1st of January, 18!J7, there were 
only three or fonr hOllses ill the town and but few lUen passed the 
win ter there. As stated elsewhere, some 1,500 came in to the district 
durin g "the winter, but with few exceptiolls they passed up the K Ion­
dike and remained ill the gulches t ill spring. By midwinter it was 
generally recogllized that an extraordinary stril,;e had been made, and 
as it was evident that Dawson would uecome the distributin g poillt for 
the mines, there was nu active demalJd for town lots. By the 1st of 
JUlle eight or Jline buildings bad been erected on the river front, and 
there ,yas a populatiou of five or six llUlldred ill the town, livin g prin ­
cipally in tents. There were three galllbliug houses and sa-Ioolls, all 



THE ALASKAN GOLD FIELDI:;. 331 

doing a big business, one taking in an average of 81,000 a day over 
the bar, and many games of faro, roulette, etc., were running day and 
night. Numerous big clealJ-ups had been made in the gulches, and 
the town was flooded with gold dust, it being no uncommou thing to 
see a miner enter a saloon with a sack containing $3,000 or $4,000 in 
dust and leave it with the barkeeper, while he proceeded to "see the 
town," the sight usually proving so expensiye that he had but a small 
balance to his credit at the bar when final settlement was made. 

Ou June 2, 1897, the steamer Bella, belonging to the Alaska Com­
mercial Company, reached Dawson, being the first boat to get up the 
river. She had wintered a,t Fort Yukon, and brought fi'om that poillt 
and Circle Oity about 450 tons of freight, with 225 passengers from the 
latter place. The representatives of the Alaska Commercial Company 
immediately opened up for business in the small cabin formerly occu­
pied by Ladue, taking in about $6,000 as the result of the first day's 
sales, and at once made preparations to erect a store building and ware­
houses. Meantime the steamer Bell(~ returned to Forty :Mile and 
brought up 120 passengers from that place. 

On June 8 the :North American Transportation and Trading Com­
pany's steamer TVeare, which had wintered at Circle City, reached 
Dawson, bringing up 300 tons of freight and twenty-five passeugers. 
Oapt. John J. Healy, the manager o'f the company, arrived 'on - the 
Wea,re from Fort Cudahy, and at once began the construction of a 
store and warehoUE1es for the accommodation of the business of his 
company. In the latter part of July the sawmill at Fort Cudahy was 
removed to Dawson, and it has since been ill operation, having prob­
ably turned out 1,000,000 feet of lumber at the preseut writing. 

Building operations were prosecuted vigorously during the summer, 
amI by October 1, 1897, there were between four and five .~~ll1.dr~d 
Louses in the town, many of them ver~.JfU."!J& ·a,tld·.eK'p~fJ~ivtl.:·!"Nle 
Alaska Commercial Company had complel~a ;'l)c~t.litliJ~i)olgl;;whi~b ·ate' 
the largest in Dawson. Their store buil<lin~ i~.40.by.SO 1'ee~ ~'lvl:·fw~ 
stories in height, constructed entir~ISr.br.iog~, ail'd:tbeYha~.~ H~ir·~r~~ 
house 30 by 190 feet, coustructed ·'Of ·co"rtlliatek ir~n:·· B~sides these 
large buildings they have three other warehouses, varying in length 
from 50 to 100 feet, all being 30 feet in width, and a fine two-Rtory log 
house used by the employees of the company for living quarters. The 
cost of the buildings, according to a statement furnished by the com­
pany, was nearly $250,000. At the above date the North American 
Transportation and Trading Company had also completed their build­
ings, consisting of a fine commodious store building, constructed of 
logs; three warehouses, constructed of corrugated iron, and a comfort­
able d welling house. The cost of these buildings is stated by the corn­
pally to have been about $150,000. 

The town site of Dawsou extends from the Klolldike along tIle Yukon 
about a mile and a half to a high bluff, which comes down to the river 
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and extends back about half a mile from the river to a steep range of 
mouutaills, being of nearly uniform width. The companies' stores are 
located on the front street, facing the river, about, a mile below the 
Klondike. Along the river front, toward the K londike, there is a row 
of buildings, thirty·five or forty in number, which are occupied by 
saloons and gambling houses (now numbering fifteen), restaurants, etc. 
Some of these buildings aL~e quite la,rge, the principal one, the opera 
house, being 40 by 80 feet and two stories ill height. The lot Oil whieh 
it stands was purchased for $12,000, and the building itself cost $~O,OOO. 
Many lots on the front street have sold at prices ranging from $3,000 to 
$1!:l,500, and residence lots sell for from $300 to $1,000, according to 
location. 

In the upper part of town, facing the river, are situated the barracks 
of the mounted police. These consist of five or six well·constructed 
log buildings, forming a 10llow square, the principa.I one, the quarters 
of the captain in commalld of the force, being two stories in height. 

At the lower end of towu, OIL a bench overlooking the river and the 
town, is situated the Sisters' Hospital, occupying three fine buildings. 
This is the must eligible part of Dawson at present for residences, aud 
quite a number of comfortable cabins have been erected there. The 
greater number of the private residences, however, are located ou the 
fiat between the front street and the mountains. This portion of the 
town is a muck bed, and during the summer months is covered with 
stagnant water to a depth of a foot in many places. No attempt has been 
made to drain it, and as a consequellce there were many cases of typho­
malarial fever during the past summer, there being thirteen patients in 
the hospital October 1, 1897, suffering from this disease. Fortunately 
the fever is not of a virulent type, and yields readily to treatment, but 
few deaths being reported. About seventy·five deaths occurred in the 
disMct ·<flliiiij ·tb~ p8ls.17.yeQ,r, many the resuIt of bad living. U nless 
sbfue ··couceroWd: .iCtioit. ~ ~t~ken looking to the improvement of the 
i.nS{ttlit~y conditioll Qf. the 'town, there must inevitably be a great deal 
'of :~£c~~.s.~e:.i 8~~m~r,iw~p·;l:re~ituation will be f.l,ggravated by the 
accumulation of oft'afCttiffn·g-tfi'e ~'I1ter, and the overfiowing cesspools. 

Many newcomers during the past season suffered from a troublesome 
dysentery, evidently brought on by drinking water from the Yukon, 
which is strongly impregnated with minerals, especially below the 
mouth of White River, which takes its name from a white substance in 
its waters, supposed to be volcanic ash. The water when drunk has 
much the same effect as the alkali waters of the streams in the western 
part of the UlIited States. There is also much complaint among the 
old-timers of kidney aud bladder aftections, which they universally 
attribute to the wa.ter. 

Across the Klonc1ike from Dawson, oCCUpyillg a triangular tract of 
ground bounded by the Yukon, the Klondike, and the mountains, is a 
collection of twenty·five or thirty cabins locally known as "Louse 
Town," so named by some observant and facetious individual who was 
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probably cognizant of a predominant peculiarity of the Indians living 
th ere. rrhis is the most healthy part of the towu, being high a nd dry 
and having good drainage, and whell relieved of the incnbus of its 
present local appellation, which it is presumed will disappear with the 
passing of the red man, will be t.he most desirable portion of the town 
for residence. Jnst opposite Dawson, on the west bank of the Yukon, 
is an cligible sight for suburban residences, and already a number of 
comfortable cabins have been erected there. 

N early all the houses in Dawsoll are built of logs. A typical cabin 
is 14 by 16 feet, inside measurement, requiring for its constructioll from 
twenty-eight to forty logs, the number depending on their size. The 
walls are carried to a height of eight feet, being surmounted by a 
ga llle roof with a three-foot pitch, supported by three logs laid parallel 
with onc -allother, one forming the ridgepole. Across these supports, 
arrallged as closely together as possible, are placed small poles or 
slabs, which extend a foot or so beyond the walls, forming the eaves. 
Over these a layer of moss is spread and the whole topped out with 
earth to the depth of six inches . The walls are ehinked with moss 
alld a single -sash window is placed in the south wall to admit the sun­
light. The floors of the cabins built last winter generally consist of 
h ewll logs or whip-sawed lumber, but flooring purcbased from the saw­
mills is now commonly used. Such a cabin as that described, when 
heated by a Yuk.on stove, is quite comfortable, (w en in the cold est 
weather. The expense of constructing cabins is considerable. All 
the logs used in Dawson are rafted from points up the river, alld as 
the demand for logs at the sawmills and for building purposes has 
exhausted the supply ill the immediate vicinity of the town, the loggers 
are obliged to go from 25 to 150 miles up the river to find logs of 
sufficient size, the best logs for lumber being secured in the nelghbor­
hood of Fort Selkirk, about 150 miles above D awsoIl, though good 
house logs can b e found at much nearer points. The price of logs for 
lumber, in the water on the river front, is $50 a thousand feet, board 
measurement. Logs for building purposes cost $5 apiece in the water, 
aud the expense. of transporting them to the residence portion of the 
t own is as much more, a man with two horses engaged in this work 
receiving $5 per log or $50 a day for snch services. The moss for a 
cabin costs from $25 to $30. 

The prices of lumber at the mills are as follows: Oommon rough 
lumber, $140 per ],000 feet; sluice-box lumber, $150; six-inch flooring, 
$ 190 ; four-inch beaded ceiling lumber, $200 (double-surfaced, $240). 
The wages paid by the sawmills are as follows: Foreman, $12 a day; 
engineer, $12; sawyer, $ 12, and a common laborer, $10. The mills run 
night and day from early in May to October 1, working two shifts of ten 
hours each. Each of tIle mills employed about ten men during the past 
season . The price of logos in 1896 was $25 p er 1,000 feet (board meas­
urement); but dnring the season of 1897 the price advanced to $50, Oil 

account of the scarcity of logs in the immediate vicinity. A goor110g-
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gel' can ma-ke $20 a day during the season at this price, but the senson 
is short and the work exceedingly bard, the men being compelled to 
remain in the water for honrs at a time while constructing the rafts. 

Carpenters recei ve $15 a day~ and common laborers of nIl kinds recei ve 
$10 a day, ten bonrs constitnting a day's work. Tbe wages of laborers 
during June and July were $15, but tlley were reduced August 1, 18!H, 
to the present figure. 

These high prices of material and labor make the expense of building 
very great, an ordinary oue-room cabin, sucb as tbat above descl'ilwd, 
costing from $700 to $1,000, according to finish. If a rough-board par­
tition is desired, $150 has to be added to these figures to secnre it. Tue 
CORt of a two-story business buildillg 25 by 80 feet runs high up into the 
thousands, mauy of the buildings of this class costing from $12,000 to 
$20,000 each, according to finish. Some of the more preteuti.ous stl'UC­
tures are cOllstl'llcted of sa,,-ed logs, cut to a uniform tbickness of six 
inches, with tIle edges squared, forming a weather proof six-incb wall. 
These buildings present a very neat appearance and possess all the 
advantages of the ordinary log bonse as regards warmth and durability. 

There is one tin shop in Dawson. The force of five or six mell ,,"as 
employed during the fall almost exclusively in tbe mallufaoture of 
stoves. Thc ordinary Klondili:e (or Yukon) stove costs $40. This is 
made of No. 20 sheet iron, being 30 inches long, 14 inclles wiflc, and 10 
inches deep, with two holes, aud baving an oven 9 by H incht's, the 
remainder of the space l1eing taken np by tlle fire box . A larger size, 
containing five llOles, costs $50. These stoves are good oakers, <111(1 

beat a small cahin comfortably with very little fuel. Stovepipe (5 in cll ) 
costs $ 1 a joint. .A copper wash boiler costs 810 ; tin wash boiler, 80; 
teakettle with copper bottom, $5, and otller utensils in like proportiOlI. 
Tillsmitlls recei"e 815 per day of ten hours, the charge for work dOlle 
outside tbe sllop being $20 a fhty per man . 

There are two watclImakers in Dawson, wbose scale of prices for 
repairing is as follows; Cleani lIg, $5; main spring, $4; opeJl-face 
crystal, $1.50; lIunting-case crystal, $1; balance staff, $6 to $8 .. )0; 
roller jewel, $3; bole and cap jewel, 84; bands, 7.5 cents; liftilJg 
spring, $5. 

Two blacksmith shops, each employing from two to fOllr men , are 
kept busy shoeing borses, making picks, slloeing sleds, etc. Th e 
charge for sllOeiug a horse all around is $20; making pick, $S; shoei lI g 
dog sled (seven feet long), $10. Blacksmiths receive $15 per day of 
ten hours. . 

One of the restaurants still open October 1, 1897, paid the follo,dng 
wages, board and lod ging included; Two cooks, $10 a day eacu; wai ter, 
$30 a week; di shwasher, $25 a week; woman uelper, $25 a week. 

The Opera llouse saloon~ the principal establishment of tue kintl, 
pays weighers $20 a day. Barkeepers receive from $15 to $20 a day, 
t"-elve-llour shifts, according to style and the sednetinn ess o·f tlleir 
decoctiolls. The gambling department of the same institutioll pays its 
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dealers from $15 to $20 a day, twelve·hour l:ibifts. These are the high­
est wages paid for this class of service. Other saloons pay from $10 
to $15 a day, the prevailing rate being $12.50. The following prices 
are charged in the salooll s : , Vhisky, beer, seltzer; beef tea, etc., 50 
cents; cigars, 50 cents; sherry and egg, $1.50; milk (CJ1nned) punch, 
$1.50; champagne, two ounces of gold ($34) per quart bottle-thl'ee 
ounces ($51) when scarce. The Opera House run s a dance hall: in 
which six or eight women are employed, their tour of duty extending 
from G p. m. to the close of the festivities, generally 4 or 5 o'clod: ill 
the morning. They receive a salary of $40 a week and a commission 
of 25 p er cent on the drinks aud cigars consumed by their partners. 
The Dlore attractive and industrious make as high as $100 a week. 
The dance hall is nightly crowded by a motley throng, many of the 
leading citizells frequenting the place and leading in the dance. An 
habitue of the institution, in det ermining the length of time he will be 
aule to participate in the revelries, bases his calculation on the number 
of" allemallde·lefts" he has remaining in his sack. 

The salaries paid by the commercial companies are as follows, includ· 
illg board and lodging: Bookkeepers, $125 a month, and clerks, $100. 
Lauorers in the warehouses receive $125 per month, without board. 

Three or fonr laundries arc in operation, charging from $4 to $6 per, 
dozen pieces, the price depending on the amount of work on hand and 
the inclination of the laundress to accept more orders. 

The one barber shop charges the following prices: Shaving, 50 cen ts ; 
hair cutting, $1; shampoo, $1; bath (six ga,llons of lukewarm water), 
$1.50. One journeyman barber was receiving $75 a week up to Octo­
uer 1,1897, tips amou utin g to $25 or $30 more; but he was forced to go 
down the river on account of lack of supplies. Two other barbers 
received 60 per cent of their receipts. 

Tllere are five or six physicians iu the town, their fees being an ounce 
of gold ($17) per visit. For visiting a patient in the gulches the charge 
is trom $100 to $500, according- to distance. 

During the past year some thirty horses were engaged in packing 
between Dawson and the mines. One of the leading freighters fur­
nished the following figures: Summer rate for packing, 20 to 40 cents a 
pound, accordillg to distance; 30 cents to The Forks (13 miles from 
Dawson). The winter rate is 8 cents to The Forks. The packer 
receives $100 a week and boards himself. Feed costs from $3 to $4 a 
day to the animal, bay ranging from $250 to $500 per ton, and a good 
horse packs 200 pounds, ma,king ten round trips a month, on an aver­
age. A horse costs from $300 to $600. 

Cord wood costs $25 per cord laid down at the door ready to buru­
$15 in the water, $5 for hauling to the place of consumption, and $5 for 
sawing into stove lengths. 

The civil government is in the hands of the Northwest moullted police. 
The force consists of a fine body of twenty-five or thirty men. The 
inspector in command has been on the Yukon for three years, having 
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beell stationed at Forty )\file previous to the discovery of gold on the 
Klondike. He has fnll magisterial po\\'ers, and the fact that he is 
universally esteemed by all classes in the community indicates that he 
performs the difficult duties of llis position with wisdom and discretion . 

The Imsiness of provisioning the community is almost exclusively 
controlled by the two great commercial companies whose establish­
ments have been described, as they possess the only mealls of bringiug 
merchandise into the COUlltry in large quantities. During tbe past 
summer considerable quantities of goods of various killds 'were brought 
in over tbe trails and down the Yukon in small boats, but these con­
sisted principally of light articles known to be scarce here aud thel'e­
fore commanding abnormal prices; otherwise tbe small traders coulcl 
not have competed with the commercial companies. It is impossible 
for the general pnblic to secure tLe transportation of freight by way of 
St. Michaels, as the companies require the full tonnage of their boats 
for the accommodation of their own business. 

It is claimed to be the cllstom of both companies to sell goods for a 
fixeu price, regardless of the quautity on hand, and it must be admitted 
that their prices, especially for the :,;taples-those thiugs which are 
absolutely necessary for fairly comfortab!3 subsistence-a.re reasolla­
ble, whell the great difficulties and cost of transportation are consid­
ere(1. (Ct) Ignorance of tilis policy 011 tbe part of those coming in over 
the trails last snmmer was a very important factor in bringing abollt 
tIle presellt scarcity of provisions. Men with la,rge outfits at Dyea alld 
Skagway, on learniug that flour was quoted at $12 a hundred ill Daw­
SO]), would come to the erroneous conclusion that it must be plentiful, 
alld would refuse to pay the $40 to $60 a hundred which was being 
charged for packi])g on tLe Dyea and Skagway trails. As a conse­
quence hundreds of mc]) came into the country without flour and other 
staples wLo would otherwise have come in wen supplied . 

TIll" companies elldeavor to make an equitable distribution of their 
goods among their customers. Each company has an order clerk, 
supplied with blall ks, whose busilless it is to take the orders of cus­
tomers, who usually place their orders early in the season, a deposit of 
$~OO being' required 011 a year's outfit. All orders received prior to a 
certain elate, determinable by the stock 0]) hand and tIle condition of 
the river, are gnaranteed; but all recei ved subsequent to that date are 
taken conditionally. For instauce, during tIle past season the Alaska 
Commercial Company guarallteed all orders placed at t.heir store in 
D awson prior to Septemuer 1, but informed cllstomers placing orders 
later than that date that it might not ue possible to fill tIlem. 

a This was written about the 1st of November, 1897, being based upon tbe state­
ments of both companies. Two months' furth er observation on the gro unu Ut'lllllllUB 

certain modifications, which will be found in the sections on the Business Outlook, 
TJ':1nsportation , :111(1 Fort Yukon. Tbe p:1ragrnph is allowed to stand as originally 
written, as it serves illOSt admirably as an illnstrat ion of the elusiveness of a Yukon 
fact. 
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The following typical order for a year 's outfit was furnished by the 
Alaska Commercial Company : 

ONE YEAR'S OUTFIT FOR ONE MINER. 

Articles. 

5CO pou1Hls 110ur .. .... .......................... .. .............. .. .... .... .. .. .. .. 
80 pOUlltls beaus __ . _e •• _ __ __ • _ ____ • ____ __ _ __ - - --0 ____ _ __ • _ __ _ - __ ___ _ •• __ __ _ 0 __ __ 0 . 

~~ f:~~~:;;l; r~~:i\:~~l~: :::::::::::::: :::: ::::::::::::::::::: ::::::::::::: :::: :: :::: 
1 en so condensed milk14 rlozcnl-ponnd cans. ___ e. _ _ •• 0 .• _. __ _ >._ 0_. __ __ e. _0 __ ' _ 
1 cas" caulJa~o, 2 (lo z~n 2'I'0unel cans .............. .... .... ............ .. .... .. .. 
1 case roast ueell I dozen 2-po nnd cans. -- - -- ____ ___ .... __ . ____ . ___ A, _ •• __ •• ____ _ 

I caso cOI'ned beef, 1 ti 07.01 1 2,po\1nd cans. _____ __________ . __ __ .. _. ___ . _ 0 ___ • ___ _ _ 

1 caso sanaag o m eat., 2 dozeu 2-lwnncl cans , 0 __ • ___ _ _ __ _ eo. _ _ ._ •• __ • __ _ __ • __ ., . _ . 

1 ca so tlll' key, 2 dozen 2-J1oun<1 calls. __________ . ____ . .. . ............. _ .. . _. ___ .. _ 
1 elUte. toma.toes, 2 dozen 2!· lJOuu d caus . .... . . . .. ... ... . ... . ....... . _ .. ... . ..... . 
1 <:aso st,ring beaus, 2 dozen 2·pound cans ... . _ . . .. _. _ ... .. ... _ .. _ ....... .... _. _. 

75 }I0llUds uacoll . _ . .. - .. _ .. . . - _ ..... - .... - .. __ . _ .... __ _ . _ ... _. _ ..... __ .... .. .. _. ' 

~~ ~i~:~~~l: ~~~ i~~!,e:S:::::::: ::::::: ::::::::::: ::::: :::: ::: ::::::::: :::::: ::: ::: 
~~ l;~::~~~ ~~l:~ R~~f~:,et~': :::::::::::: :::: :::::: :::::::::: .': :::::::: :::::::: :::: :: 

l~f ~~~El!,t~I~~~~~:~: :: t t;;;;;;;;;;; ~; ~;;:; ~;;;: ;; ;; ~ 1; ~: ~;: ~: ~ ~::;: ~;;::: 
25 pounds evaporate:! pota toes .. .... ....... ... ........... .. .... ........ .. ... .... . 

~i ~~~lg~ ~~;~~~~~~~~~ ~ ~ :~~~ ~~ ~ ~ ~~~ ~ ~ ~~~ ~ ~~: :~~ ~:~~:: ~ ~~~~ ~~~~~~ ~ ~:~: ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
2 bottles Iime jni ce .................................... .... .................... .. 
6 bottles vVorcestershire sauce .. ........ ............ .. . ........ . . ... ........ .. .. 

3~ E~~~l~:;:;~~i: i2 'pou;;ds~:: :~~:: : : : ~: ::::: :: :: ~~ : :~: ~ :: ::::::::: :::: :~::::::::~ 
1~ ~~i:~(~~b~~~b:~~~:::: ::: : :::::: ::::: : ::: :::: ::::::: ::::::: ::::: ::: :: :: :: ::::: 
1 tin assorted cakes, 36 pounds ............... ..... .......... .. ........ ... ...... . 
4 boxes candles, 120 to tho box .. .. .. ........ .. .... .. .. .................. ...... .. 
1 case baking poweler, 2 dozen one.balfpollnel calls .......... ..... . ... _ .. .... ... . 
6 bars waslling soap .................. .. .......... .. ........ .............. .... .. 
5 bars toilet soap ....... . ................................ .. .................... .. 

15 ]>01'lnd8 s"lt ... .... ...... .................................................... .. 
1 ca"" coal oil , 10 gallons ...................................... ..... ............ . 
2 ] n.l11P chirnucJs . .. __ .. . __ .... . . .. __ ....... ... _ . . . .. __ ..... . . . .... . .. .... . . .. .. _. 

100 feet of rope , t hree·fonrths or se'i'on·eighths (45 pounels) ...•............•.. . ... 
1 fh·o· fuot bl1l1 saw ........................ ....... _ .......... .. .. .... .......... .. 
2 bull-saw files .... ................ .. ... . ........ ... . .................. .... .. ... . 
1 1)ail' a rctic overshoes. __ .. _ .. .. . ... .. .. .. __ ... _ .. ..... .. _ . .. _ .. . . .. _ ...... .. . . . . . 
2 pairs fel t boots ........................ ........ .. .............. .............. .. 
4 pairs woolen socks .. .... ................ . ..... .......................... .. .. .. 
2 pairs moccasi1ls ., . .. , ., ,,., ... __ . _ . . _ .... . ... . . _ .. .. . ___ . ........ . . .. _ ...... _ ..• .. 
2 pairs waterboots ..... .... . .... ...... .. .... . ................... .. ............. . 
6 pILirs skin mittens ............................... .... .. .. ........ ........... .. 

Total .. · .. · .. ··· .. · ............ · ............ .......... .. ...... .. .. .. ...... 
l 

Price in ! Price in 
. Clrr le 

Dawsou . j City. 

$00. 00 
10.00 I 
G. 25 I 

0.
25

1 3.75 
24. 00 
12.00 
9.00 
~. CO 

18.00 
12.00 
10.00 
12.00 
30.00 
22.50 
6.25 
6.25 
7.50 
8.75 
6.25 

30.00 
5.00 
5. UO 

15.00 
12. 50 
7.50 

10. 00 
6.25 
3.75 
4.00 
4.50 
9.00 
2.00 

12.00 
18.00 
10.00 
24.00 
12.00 
1. 00 
1.00 
1. 50 

12.00 
.50 

18.00 
G.OO 
1. 50 
4.50 
5. 00 
4.00 
5.00 
5. 00 

15.00 

550.25 

$50.00 
9.60 
6.25 
6.25 
3. 00 

20.00 
10.00 
9.00 
6.00 

18.00 
12.00 
10.00 
12.00 
30.00 
20.00 

6_ 25 
6.25 
7.50 
8. 75 
6.25 

25. 00 
5.00 
5. 00 

15.00 
10. 00 
7. 50 

10.00 
5.00 
3.75 
5.00 
4.50 
9.00 
2.00 

12.00 
24.00 
15. 00 
28.00 
12.00 
1. 00 
1.00 
1.50 

12. 00 
.50 

13.50 
6.00 
1.50 
4.50 
5.00 
4.00 
5.00 
6.00 

15.00 

531. 35 

This order was placed June 26,1897, and was accompanied by a deposit 
of $300. For two or three items the quantities are somewhat large, the 
order calling for 100 pounds of flour in excess of t.he usual allowance; 
but as some luxuries have been omitted, it constitutes an average outfit 
so far as cost is concerned. When an order is guaranteed, the goods 
are assembled in one pile, marked" sold," and held in the warehouse 
subject to the order of the purchaser. If he is a miner, he 1lsually 
prefers to let his outfit remain in the warehouse until cold weather, in 
ordel' to take advantage of t he lower rates for frei ghting to the gulches 
prevailing after the snow falls. On accoun t of the wholesale robbery 
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of caches (a) during the past summer and fall, even those customers 
residillg in towu allowed their supplies to remaiu ill the custody of tIJe 
companies as long as possible. 

The prices quoted above will not seem exorbitant, to old miners, who 
recall that iu Tucsou aud Tombstone ill 1877 they paid $25 a hundred 
for flour at the stores, GO ceuts a pound for bacou , 40 cents a poul1fl for 
sugar, and proportionatc prices for otber commodities; nor to the old­
timer wbo paid $1 a pound for tlour, bacon, etc., at the stores iu Helella 
dnring the flush days of Last Ohance. It is DO doubt true that nHwy 
articles command highcr priccs h ere than have ever beell paid anywllerc 
else on the cOlltill ent; uut it should be borne in mind that this cOllllitioll 
bas bee ll brought auout through the "cornering" of tuose articles by 
ullscrupulous speculators, and that both cOlllpauies llavc made every 
effort to prevent the preseut state of affairs, recognizing that it woulll 
illjme the country and retard its development. . 

While the companies' prices for staples are comparatively reasonab le, 
as stated, the Rame can not be said in regard to the prices charged tin' 
many other articles. As a general rule, clothing of all kinds sells 10r 
prices 200 per cent in advance of tbe prices charged for tbe saUle grade 
of goods in the States of the country; sboes and all kinds of footwear, 
100 to 150 per ceut advance; dry goods, 200 to GOO per cent, calico selling 
for 25 cents per yard, or 5 yards for 81; patent medicines and c1rugR, 
300 to 1,000 per cent-a popular blood purifier, whicb nsually sell ::; for 75 
cellts a bottle at retail, co ·ting $3 here, and drugs generally sellin g for 
$1 per onnce, without regard to original cost. A 12-pound :;\Iackillaw 
blanket sells for $25, the prices of all grades of blankets being from 
100 to 100 per cent lli gher than in tbe United States. A wolf robe, 
retailing for $40 in Seattle, costs from $150 to $~50 bere, accordi 11 g to 
tile fillancial conditioll of the pUl'cllflser. A repeating rijje, which retails 
for $20 o~ltside, sells here for $50. A set of ordillary irollstone chilla 
dinner plates, costing 75 cents at retail in the United States, brings $G 
bere. As 25 cents is the small est eballge made, there is an imm ense 
profit in small articles, such as lead pencil s, needles, tbread, etc. 

Hefined alcobol of a grade that sell s at retail ill the East for $3.70 
per gallon is sold by the companies for $40 per gallon . They ch~rge 
$17 per gaIIoll for a uraud of blellded \yhisky tbat Cl.tll be bongllt :,t 
retail outside for $2.50, and $120 a case (12 quarts) for cb alll]mgne. 
Cigars of a quality usually sold for $5 per hundred are sold here for 
$14, and retail over the uars at 50 cell ts apiece. III the matter of 
smoking and cltewing tobaccos the cbarges al'e more reasollable, the 
dealers being satisfied with an advance over outside prices of from 50 
~o 100 per cent. 

There is an enormous proftt in cbeap jewelry. An imitation gold 

a Honseholcl provisiolls are generall y storecl in an outhou~e, called a « cache," 
nsually constructed of a uoat placcu uu posts s ix or eight feet high, beyunu tho roach 
uf uogs. 



THE ALASKAN GOLD FIELDS. 339 

watch retailing for $5 in the United States sells !lere for $10, and a 
gokl-was!led watch c!lain which could be duplicated outside for $1.50 
meets with an occasional sale for $8. TlIere is less demand for tllis 
class of j ewelry, !lowever, than formerly, the people generally demand­
in g the best grades. 

There is a fair de mand among the miners for a good grade of watches 
alld cllains, the prevailiug prices being from 100 to 150 per cent lIig-Iler 
th an in the U nited States. 

There is a n active sale for diamonds of from 1 to 4 carats. III October, 
1897, a s maU diamond which cost $35 a t retail in San Francisco sold 
for $ 150 iu Dawson; but this price was exception al. 

In tlle spring of 1897, before the boats got up, there was a grcll,t 
scarcity of many kinds of provisions, a nd abnormal pri0es prevail ed. 
Flour sold for $125 a hundred; bacon from $1.50 to $2 a ponnd; moose 
meat, 75 cents a pound, and many other articles in like proportion. 

Olle restaurant was runllin g June 1. After the boats got np and 
provisions could be obtained other rest aurants were started, there beiug" 
four by Juue 15, and eight by July 10. The price of a mea.! was $1.50, 
th e regulation meal consistin g of bread, butter , and coffee, bacoll-a lld 
beaus, and canned corn. Later, when beef cattle got ill , a smalL steak 
was added t o the menu. A tenderloin beefsteak., ordered by the card, 
cost $2.50, the charge for two eggs on the side bein g $1.50. During the 
last week in September ollly two rest aurants were ruunin g (all the 
others having been forced to close through lack of supplies), the bill of 
fare beillg as follows : Breakfast , bread, butter, aud coffee, beefsteak, 
canned corn, an d hot cakes; dinn er, the same, with rice pudding' sub­
stituted for !lot cakes; supper, the same, minus hot cakes and puddin g. 
Price, $ 1.50 per meal. By October lone of these r estaurants closed on 
account of l ack of provisions, t he other continuiu g to do business in a. 
precarious way for a few days, and charging from $2 to $3.50 per meal, 
the character of the service deteriorating in about tlle same r a tio as the 
pri0e ill0reased, until at the final collapse $3.50 was bein g charged for 
bread, butter, and coffee, and a very small and exceedingly tough steak. 
After the close of the last restaurant, auout October 10, an euterpris iug 
individual opened up a soup house, displaying the followiug sign: 
"Bean soup from 10 a. m. to 3 p. m., $2.50." H e served a fair article 
of soup; with a cup of tea and a slice of bread, doing a rnshing busiu ess 
for a few days, when he was forced to close on account of tIle scarcity 
of beaus. 

The only medium of exchauge in general circulation is gold dust, 
which passes current at a valuation of $ l7 per ounce. Considerable 
coin and paper money have been brought into the country, but when 
any of it is paid to a business man it immediately disappears from 
circulation, presumably being used for the purpose of making r emit­
tances to the outside world in stead of the more bulky and less con veu­
ient gold dust. Every place of busill ess has a pail' of gold scales, pre-
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sided over by a weigher whose duty it is to weigh the gold dust recei ved 
in the course of business. The customer ponrs into a little scoop enough 
dust to cover the amount of his purchase, and from this the weigher 
weighs out the exact amount, r eturning the balance to the customer's 
sack. This method of exchange has many disadvantages, the priucipal 
objection in ordiuary business trallsactions being the loss of time in 
weighing, etc. Those who patronize saloons and gambling houses com­
plaill of unfair weighill g by some of the less scrupulous proprietors. 
A weigher in a saloon who can not extract a· 20 per cellt advalltage 
fl'om tile opportullities offered is not considered an adept in Ijis line. 
Aside from these oujcctiOllS there is some loss from the careless han­
dlillg of g'old sacks, especially when men are under the influence of 
H(luOr, a not infreqnent spectacle here. After a man has taken two or 
three drin ks of Dawson whisky he is apt to forget to tie Lis gold sack, 
aud ill taking it out of his pocket to pay for the next drink is liable to 
sow some of his dust Oll the floor, where a small portion of it is natu­
rally lost to him, but not to the janitor, who pans out the floor sweepings 
in the mornillg, often clealling up from one to two ounces. This unsat­
isfactory conditioll ill r egard to the circulating medium, whIch exists 
throughout the Yukoll baSin , must continue until the two governments 
mak e sOlUe provision for a currency, through the establishment of assay 
offices or otherwise. 

During August, 1897, there were about 3,000 people in the town, a 
large proportion of whom had come over the trails and down the 
YUkOll, for, although the news of the great strike did not reach the out­
side world until the middle of July, it was known ill Juneau and at 
other points in soutbeastern Alaska in February, and in April and May 
the Dyea trail was swarming' with mell from Junea-.:t and vicinity on 
their way to the Klondike. A register is kept at Fort Selkirk of those 
passing' down the river, and on October 3 this register and the count 
kept there showed that 3,500 men had passed that point during the sea­
SOll, bound for the liew diggings. This number, added to those already 
in the country alld the two or three hundred who had reached Dawson 
from St. Michaels, bronght the population of t lle Klondike district up 
to fully 5,000, as very few people had left the country during the sum­
mer. Most of those who came down the river during the early part of the 
season were millers or otbers accustomed to the llardships of frontier life, 
bnt those arriving later were largely professional men, clerks, etc., who 
had llever had allY experiente outsideof the cities where they had followed 
their vocations and who were poorly equipped by nature and training 
for the struggle which confronted them under the hard conditions pre­
Yailing here. Among the llumber that ca.me in during August, Sep­
tember, aud October: were many women and children, and these found 
their surroundiu gs peculiarly trying, as it was impossible to secure 
])l'oper shelter before the setting in of cold weather. On October 1 
there were about 2,000 people in Dawsoli, probably 1,000 of WIJOLU were 
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living ill tents, and in the nature of things many of them will be obliged 
to so live during the winter, as logs for cabins can not be secured after 
the river closes. 

By the middle of September it became apparent that a serious ~carcity 
of provisions for the wiuter was inevitable, on account of the ill success 
of the commercial companies ill getting their boats up the river. This 
condition was daily becoming worse, owing to tbe fact tbat most of the 
people coming down the river were poorly supplied with food, wbile a 
great many were landing in Dawsoll with barely euough to get them 
there. The steamers Healy and "ffTeare, belonging to the North Ameri­
can Transportation and Trading Company, on accouut of the low water 
had made but two trips each to Dawson, while the Hamilton, the new 
boat upon which the company had principally depended, had not got 
above Fort Yukon. The Healy had landed in Dawson about 305 tons of 
freight., while the Wearehad broughtupabont500tons. The boats of the 
Alaska Commercial Company had done somewhat better, theBeZZahaving 
made one trip from Fort Yukon and three from St. Michaels, bringing up 
about 1,275 tons of freight; the A lice had made three trips, landing 450 
tons, and the Jfargctret one trip, with 200 tons. In all only about 2,730 
tons of freight had been laid down in Dawson as the result of the sea­
SOil'S navigation, and as probably one-half of this consisted of furniture, 
clothing, hardware, liquors, etc., the outlook for the winter was gloomy 
indeed. Many clung to the hope that more boats would get up, but on 
September 26 this hope was blasted by the arrival from Fort Yukon, in 
a poling boat, of Capt. J. E. Hansen, the assistant superintendent of 
the Alaska Commercial Company, with the announcement that 110 more 
boats could get up with cargoes on account of the low water on the 
Yukon Flats. This announcement produced a panic, as it was realized 
that the supply of food was not sufficient to carry those already in the 
district through till next June, while people without supplies were 
pouring into town from the upper river by hundreds. The news reached 
the gulches the next day, and within twenty-four hours most of the 
claim owners and miners came in to ascertain the truth and learn whether 
their orders at the stores could be filled. The Alaskl>. Oommercial Com­
pany announced to the public that they could fin all orders which had 
been placed before September 1, with a slight curtailment in flour and 
two or three other items, but that it would be impossible to fill orders 
placed after that date, and advised all persons without supplies for the 
winter to go down the river to Fort Yukon, where they had six or seven 
hundred tons of provisions cached. The North American Transporta­
tion and Trading Company assured their customers that they could fill 
their orders, and advised the people without snpplies to remain ill 
D awson, predicating the advice on the assumption that all of their boats 
would get up. Subseqnent events proved that the representatives of 
both companies were partially mistaken, Captain Hansen in his au­
nOUllCelllellt that more boats would not arrive and Captain Healy in 
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his a, sumption that all of his boats would, for durillg tbe evening of 
tbe 28th tbe TVecU'e, of tbe North American Transportation and Trading 
Company's fleet, reached Dawson, and in the afternoon of the 30th the 
B ella, belongin g to the Alaska Commercial Company, arrived, the 
form er with 125 tons of freigbt and the la tter with 75 tons, both having 
lightened cargo sufficiently to get over the bars on the Yukon 11 l at~, 
while no other boat of either company had got above Fort Yukon wheu 
tbe river closed, October 22. 

The arrival of the lVeCO"e was hailed with the greatest manifestations 
of joy on tbe part of tbe i)eople, who congregated on tbe river front to 
watch her progress as she fought her way up against the swift currellt 
to the landin g; bnt when it was learned that she had only about 125 
ton s of freight aboard it was realized that the situation had no t been 
relieved to a sufficient extent to render an exodus from Da,wson 
unnecessary, an d as mallY as could be accomlOodated, about 150 in 
all, took passage on tbe TVeare, which returned down the ri\"Cr the 
next day. Ou tbe morning of the 29th the ice begau to run in the 
Yukon, and it was evident that those who proposed to act on tbe sug­
gestion of Captain Hanseu, to go to Fort Yukon, would have to leave at 
once, as the river was . likely to close within a week, and a delay of 
eyen two or three days migbt render the passage down iu small boat ' 
extremely hazardous. The Canadian autllOrities fully agreed with 
Captain IIansen as to the gravity of the situatioll, and early iu tllc 
forcnoon of tbe 30th issued tbe following notice : 

Th') undersigned, officials of the Canadian Government, having care­
fully looked over the present distre~sing situation in r egard to the 
rmpply of food for the winter, find that the stock on hand is not suffi­
cien t to meet the wants of the people now ill the district, and can see 
only one way out of the difficulty, and tbat is an immediate move down 
the river of all tbose who are lJOW un supplied to Fort Yukon , where 
there is a large stock ef provisions. 'Within a few days the river will 
be closed, and tbe move must be made ]lOW, if at all. It is absolutely 
hazardous to build hopes upon the arrival of othcr boats. It is almost 
beyond a possibility tbat any more food will come iuto this dis trict.. 
For those who have not laid in a winter's supply to remain here any 
lOll gel' is to court death from starvation, or at least a certainty of sick­
lless from scurvy and other troubles. Starvation ]lOW stares every 
mall in tlle face who is hoping an d waiting for outside relief. Littlo 
effort and trivial cost will place them all in comfort and safety witlllll 
a few days at Fort Yukon or at otber points belo\y, where there arc 
now large stocks of food. 

SEP'l'E11llER 30,1807. 

C . CONS'I.'AN'I.'INE, 
Inspp-etor ~Korth we8te/'n ~jl[ountcd Police. 

D. W . DAVIS, 
Colleetol' of Custo III S. 

FRED, FAWCE'I.'T, 
Gold C01nmissionc)'. 

This notice caused many to begin preparations for the journey to 
Fort Yukon, and fifty or seventy- five men had emlmrke<l ill sUlall 1Joat5 
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for that point by 3 o'clock in the afternoon, at whioh hour the Bella 
made her appearance around the bend below town and slowly cut her 
wa,y through the floating ice to the landing. Although the Bella 
brought np but seventy· five tons of freight, the arrival of two boats 
within forty-eight hours revived the hopes of many that other steamers 
might reach Dawson, and had the effect of temporarily checking the 
movement down the river. 

In the a,fternoon of the 30th the following notice was posted through· 
out the town: 

Notice is hereby given that all persons who are not sufficiently pro· 
vided with food for the coming winter will be taken out free of clJarge 
on the steamer Bolla, which will leave to-morrow at noon. They should 
report at the A laska Commercial Company's store to-morrow morning 
at 8 o'olock and sign an agreement as to tlJeir transportation. They 
are advised to take sufficient fooel with tllem to last them to Circle City, 
as 110 meall5 call be served on tlle steamer. Sufficient snpplies can be 
obtnilled at Circle City to last to Fort Yukon. 

TIle Canadian anthorities have arranged with tlJe Alaska Commer­
cial Company to furnish free transportation. 

C . CONSTAN'l'INE, 
Inspector Northwestern Mountecl Pol'ice. 

DA,YSON, SepteJnber 30,1897. 
Several meetings were held during the afternoon and evening to 

discuss the situation, at wllich the authorities, Captain Hansen, and 
otlIers urged tlJe necessity of as many as could be accommodated on 
tlIe B ella, taking advantage of the opportunity offered of free transpor­
tation down tt.le river. 

Tile next moruing tlIe following notices were posted on the doors of 
tlJe Alaska Commercial Company's store : 

This store bas been appropriated by the Government for the purpose 
of regulating the transportation of unprovided people, and is declared 
closed for commercial purposes for the day. 

C. CONS'l'ANTINE. 

Mass meeting will ue held at 10 a. m., in front of the Alaska Com­
mOl'cial CompallY's store, to discuss the food situation at Dawson and 
the departure of unprovided people on tbe B ella. 

In pursuance of tbese notices the Canadian autborities took charge 
of the store, and a meeting was held, at which Captain Hansen again 
urged the people to take advantage of tlIe oppor tunity offered. After 
tbe meetiug a large number of men presented themselves at the store 
and announced tlIeir intention of taking' passage on the steamer, and 
they were required to sign the following special agreement: 

DAWSON, NORTHWEST TERRITORY, Ootober 1,1897. 

The officials of the Government of the Dominion of Canada, l'ecog­
niziug the gravity of the Situation, bave arranged to bave all persons 
not provided with food for tlIe winter carried free of charge to Fort 
Yukon on tlIe steamer B olla, on the following conditions: That the 
steamer Bellc£'s officers or owners are not to lJe lIeld responsible for any 
delays or possible non arrival at destination of any passengers or prop­
erty carried ; that all persons acceptiug passage agree to cut wood, or 
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in any other manner aid in furt hering said steamer's voyage, as they 
may be called upon to do by the captain; that they are t.o provide 
themselves with food sufficient for the trip; that the undersigned spe­
cially agree that if the ice runs so thick as to endanger the steamer 
and she goes into harbor between Dawson, Northwest Territory, aud 
Fort Yukon, Alaska, they will leave the steamer at the request of the 
master, E . D. Dixon. 

This agreement was signed by 1GO persons, to most of whom five 
days' rations were sold, a few witllOut funds being furnished rations 
free of cost. The Belk~ left Dawson at 4 o'clock in the aftemoon , Octo­
ber 1, 1897, and the writer took passage on h er for Oircle Oity. All 
account of the trip will be found elsewhere. It was subsequently ascer­
tained by actual count that only 120 of tue 160 who signed the agree­
ment boarded tbe steamer, and it is a r easonable presumption that the 
forty who remained in Daw:::;on attached their sig-natures simply for the 
purpose of securiug five days' rations. 

Tills section was prepared from data secured in Dawson previous to 
October 1, 1897. From tbe diary of a thoroughly reliable man who 
arrived in Oircle City January 8,1898, the following extracts are taken: 

On October 4,1897, a boat containing six men was caught in the 
shore ice right above town, and all on board were drowned. 

Oaptain Hansen estimates that about 500 people have gone down to 
Fort Yukon and other points. 

A meeting was held at the Opera House on October 9, at which 
speeches were made urging men to go down the river. Another meet­
in g was held the next day ill fron t of the Alaska Oommercial Oompany's 
:,:tore at wllich speeches were made ou the same lines, and as a result 
of tll is meeting a scow was furnished and provisioned b y the authori ties, 
and with 20 men aboard started down the riYer in charge of an Indian 
pilot. Oaptain Healey announ ced that his company could feed every­
body, but that he had been imposed upon by large operators of mines 
who had secured double outfits throngh third parties. 

During tbe first half of October several meetings were held by the 
miners at The Forks and a committee appointed to ascertain how many 
men were working in the gulches at $1 per hour. The committee v isited 
every claim and cabin on the main creek s, bnt failed to find anybody 
wh o admitted that he was working for $1. They se(;nred information 
in regard to one or two who were working for $1 per hour, and they 
dragged one slwh man ont of the hole with a rope and t old him Hot to 
work any more for 81. 

On November 8 a meeting- was held in D awson to protest against the 
new mining regulations, at which a melllorial to the Dominion Govern­
men t was prepared. A committee of t en was appointed, which subse­
quently selected a subcommittee of tbree, to carry t he memoria l to 
Ottawa. The committee of three was provided with a fund of $18,000 
and left within a few days for the outside. 

Under the operation of' the new regulations a prospector is allowed to 
locate ~OO feet , 100 belonging to him and 100 feet being reserved by the 
Govemlllellt. The uncertainty as to the enforcement of the royalty 
clause makes it impossible to secure any information as to tbe output of 
the mines, as the owners refuse to t ell bow much they are profl iicing. 
W e have heard tbe last of big pans in the Klondike di strict. 

Oaptain HeaJey has paid $325,000 for 27,28, and 29 above Discovery 
on Bonanza- the largest sale so far reported. 
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Outfits are being sold . as a whole for $1 and $1.25 per pound aud 
many meu are going out of the country. Candles sell at from $40 to 
$75 per box; flour, $80 to $150 per 100 pounds; whisky, $30 to $35 per 
gallon; champagne, $500 a case. One restaurant started N ovem bel' 1, 
charging $3.50 per meal; porterhouse stea,k, $5. There is plenty of 
meat. The meals consist of bacon and beans, corn, tomatoes, aud steak, 
with bread, butter, and coffee. December 15 three restaurants were 
running, with prices as above. Dogs sell as high as $350 apiece, and 
$1,700 has been paid for a team of five dogs. Fare to Dyea by dog 
team, from $500 to $1,000, passenger being allowed to walk, simply 
havillg his outfit carried. Coal oil is quoted at $20 per gallon, but 
can not be obtained. 

The large number going out over the trail, estimated at from 300 to 
500, has greatly relieved the food situation. Supplies make their 
appearance whenever prices sufficiently attractive are offered for them, 
say $2 per pOll lld, and the speculators are reaping a rich harvest. 
There will' probably be no actual starvation in the district, but a very 
large proportion of the gold dust that was in general circulation at the 
'beginning of the winter will by spring be concentrated ill the hands of 
the few who hold the keys to the grub boxes. 

THE TRIP OF THE BELLA. 

When the Bella swung into the stream at 4 o'clock in the afternoon 
of October 1,1897, to attempt the perilous passage to Fort Yukon, 
almost the entire remaining population of Dawson was congrega.ted on 
the river front to watch her departure. Eldorado and Bonallza " kings" 
touched shoulders with prominent business men; prosperous gamblers 
and saloon keepers, passive spectators of the scene, smiled complacently 
as they congratulated themselves on being able to remain with their 
"mints" during the winter, while here and there in the throng could 
be seen a representative of that unfortunate class of women which our 
more highly civilized and enlightened communities can always produce 
in ample numbers to supply the demands of every mining camp. 
Gazing on the receding sea of faces it did not require great skill in 
physiognomy to reach the conclusion that if the object of the promot­
ers of this movement was to rid the town of its tin-horn gamblers, 
low-grade harlots, and cache robbers, they had so far signally failed, 
for these, SOllle three or four hundred strong, were still in Dawson, 
where they will remain, it is presumed, to pursue their devious ways 
and fatten on the spoils of a lax morality. 

The weather was raw and cold, with a piercing north wind blowing, 
aud a leaden wintry sky hung like a pall over the landscape and em­
phasized the crudeness of the town. 

During the day the bow of the steamer had been encased at the 
water line with an eighteen-inch strip of sheet steel, to protect the hull 
against the action of the ice, which was running in the river so thick 
alld heavy that when the larger cakes struck the boat the grinding 
crash could be heard above the noise of the machinery, and the force 
of the impact jarred her from stem to stern . As the Bella entered the 
current, and the attempt was made to head her downstream, it was 
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found that sbe would not answer tbe helm, and she was carried h elp­
lessly down the river, stern :first, by the :five·mile current. An exami­
nation of the rudder disclosed tbat the stretcher bad been bent by thc 
ice, and steps were at once taken to repair it. The boat drifted a milc 
or two, turning completely around once or twice ill that d istancc, wllen 
the damaged rudder was repaired and t he boat gotten under control. 
She proceeded witbout further trouble to a point about forty-fIve miles 
below Dawson and eight miles above Forty ]\file, when it was di scovered 
that the suction pipe of the well which feeds the boiler ,vas clogged 
with anchor ice, making it impossible to supply the boiler with water, 
and the boat was run ashore at 7 o'clock and tied up for the llight. 

T ile Bellc~ is a boa t of 150 tons, built for towing barges, and has no 
accommodation for passengers. There werc 130 people aboard, includin g 
the crew, so the problem of :fin<lillg a place to spread one's blankets fOJ: 
tIle night was a difficult one for the more diffident to solve. Many 
sccured fairly comfortable quarters, so far as warmth was concerlled; 
in the boiler and engine rooms, on thc cordwood, aud elsew bere; others 
spread their blallkets ou the t,abIes in the lUess room and on the floor 
of the cabill , while a few were forced to sleep on the open d eck . l\Iost 
of t1lc passengers were well supplied with blankets and clothing suitaulc 
for the climate, but quite a Dumber were insufficiently elad, especially 
ag regards footwear, and poorly provided with blankets. For supper 
cvery man shiftcd. for himself, dra,ving on his rations of hm'd -tack and 
bacon, which had been secured at Dawson. 

During tIle tbree-bour run from Dawson an occasiollal glance from 
thc deck reyealed the fact that the boat was passillg somc of the JIlost 
pieturesquc scenery on tbe continellt, but as it would requirc a sto ie 
alld a poet combined to appreciate scellery, Dot to speak of descl'iuillg' 
it, ull(ler such dismal circumstallces, th is subject must be left to abler 
pells alld to the camera. A more profitable and absorbing subject pre­
sented itself in the cargo of livillg ii:cig-bt aboard tbc Bella, and Ll !e 
10llg and dreary evening was spent ill studyin g llUman faces alld ill 
li stening to the stories of many of t he passenger' and leal'lling tllc 
details of tbeir rough expericnces. By actual cOUlit there werc 1~0 
persons aboard who had signed thc transportatioll agreemellt at Duw­
SOli . A few werc of thc class of unfortunates who arc cOll~tall tly 
"moved ou," and to them their prcscnt surroundings were ,yorse 
only in degree than those to which tIle,)' had been accustomed; uut it 
was apparent that to thc great majority it was a bard and bittcr hial­
a humiliating denouemellt to ",bat they bad fondly dream ed wonl(l be 
a most snccessful venture. A t best, tlley faced eight mOll ths or enfu1'(,l'(l 
idleness in all inhospitable climate, with pcrhaps no habitatioll Letter 
than a tent or a mere shack, and an almost a.bsolute certaint.y of sho rt 
ratiolls . The passage down thc river ,,,as consider ed, even by the ('ap­
tain alld tbe crew, as extremely dallgerous, for if the boat sllonld uc 
caughtill an icejamin m ifltitream, all c\'clltimmillcntatc\'CI'yuend, she 
would ue cut to pieces iu a fcw hours, with the probauility that uut few 
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of the passen.gers would get ashore alive. Even if she should escape 
this great danger and be forced to go into winter quarter s at Forty 
Mile there would be the long wait of six weeks for the ice to form, and 
then tile long journey afoot to Circle City, a distance of 240 miles- an 
undertaking which but few men are equipped by nature to endure 
under the most favorable conditions, and which to many of the pas­
sengers, unaccustomed as they were to hardship and unprovided with 
suitable clothing and robes, would mean starvation or death from 
exha ustion and freezing. That . the passengers on the B ella showed 
such fortitude, forbearance, and equanimity under the trying ordeal is 
r emarkable. The superb discipline which by common consent was 
mainmined throughout the journey may be accounted for by a fact 
which \Ias elicited the next morning at Forty Mile. In taking a poll 
of t hose who had signed the transportation agreement, it was learned 
t hat 112 were citizens of the United States, while but eight were of 
other nationalities-six Canadians and two Russians. The result of 
this poll gave empl1asis to another fact, which is apparent to the intel­
ligent observer on the gronnd, and that is that fully 75 1)er cent of the 
people in the K londike district are American citizens ; iu fact, it is 
evident to all who have studied the movement of events in tIle Yukon 
Valley during the past five years that if it had not been for A merican 
enterprise tIle K londike and its tributaries, in stead of attracting as 
they do the attention of t he world, would be now, as in the past, chiefly 
noted as the spawning ground of the salmon an d the haunt of a par­
ticularly ferocious species of bear. 

_A.nother significant fact elicited by careful inquiry was that many 
l1ad sig ned fictitious names to the transportation agreement, fearing 
that a possible publication of the names mi ght reveal to their loved 
ones at home their unl1appy predicament and perhaps, through exag­
geration of the situation, canse needless anxiety as to their condition . 
Among t l10se conversed with were three physicians, who by their 
con versation and their diplomas showed that they wcre skilled in their 
profession, one h aving given up a growing practice in Chicago to seek 
a wider and more profitable field on t he Klondike; a watchm aker, with 
thrcc thonsand dollars' worth of fine watches, etc., whicl1 the lack of 
supplies ball prevented him from disposing of to advantage in Dawson ; 
a ltalf d ozcn farmers from Iowa, Nebraska, and other States, who had 
h oped to obtain here enough gold to enable them to pay at least the 
in terest on t heir mortgages, wl1ich had been increased to secure the 
means for this venture; a bank clerk from Boston, who had left a $2,000 
position with the intention of goin g into business for himself in the 
new gold fields; three or four lawyers, from as many different cities, 
who had come h ere witl1 the view of building np a lucrative practice in 
mining litigation, but whose only practice up to the present t ime had 
been an occasional exl1ibition of their knowledge of the rules of order 
a.n d parliamelltary procedure at min ers' meetings; a feeble 0](1 mall of 
70, who by appealing to numerous friellds and relatives had managed 
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to scrape together $500 to invest in this last chance, and who epitomized 
his grievous condition by sayillg, "I would mther starve or freeze to 
death here among strangers than to die of humiliation and a broken 
heart at home." These and many others told their tales of struggle 
and hardsltip and shattered hopes-all pervaded by a pathos that 
brought the heart to the throat and was far too intense for tears-alld 
would 1I0t be comforted. 

At 6 O'clock the lIext morning the boat got under way, and about 
two miles above Forty Mile began to "drift" ~1gaill, her rudder Laviug 
boell badly injured by tLe ice. By this time the volume of ice had 
increased to such a degree that it was absolutely lIecessary, ill order 
to escape destruction, to make a landing, preferably in the mouth of 
Forty Mile Creek, which it was exceedillgly difficult to do without a 
rudder. Fortunately, as the steamer approached the mouth of the 
creek her bow swung rouud, quarterillg npstream, and as she came 
opposite the mouth the engines were started, and a lauding made on 
the lower side of the point formed by the south bank of Forty Mile 
Creek alld the Yukon, where the boat was protected from the rUllning 
ice in the river and for the time being safe. The captain announced 
to the passengers that as long as the ice ran so heavily it would be 
impossible to proceed, and that it would probably be two or tllree days 
before it would be safe to continue the journey. As there were only 
fonr days' rations a,board, a meetillg was held to devise means of 
securing more provisions. This meeting was conducted in an orderly 
manner. The agent of the Alaska Commercial Company at Forty 
Mile, who had been a passenger on the Bella from Dawson, stated that he 
could furnisll some flour, but that it would be impossible for him to supply 
anything else. As the result of the meeting a committee of three was 
appointed to visit the store of the North American Transportation and 
Trading Company, at Fort Cudahy, just across the creek from Forty 
Mile, and ascertain whether any l)rovisions could be obtained there. 
The agent of the company informed the comrp.ittee that he conld supply 
enough provisions, with the exception of flour, to last the passengers 
ten days, the agent of the Alaska Commercial Company agreeing to 
furnish twenty sacks of flour. As a result of this conference the fol­
lowing bill of goods was purchased and taken aboard the steamer: 
360 pounds of beam!. _ ...... . _ . .. ___ .... ___ . . _ . . _ .... ____ . .. ___ .. ___ _ .. ____ . $43. 20 
100 pouuds of rice ...... _________ .... _ ... ____ . ___ .. ___ . _ ... _____ . ____ . ___ .. 25.00 
200 ponnds of dried fruit (apples, peaches, and prunes) .. __ .. ___ ... ____ . ___ .. 60.00 
200 pouuds of granulated sugar .. ___ . __ . _ . _____ .. __ .. ____ .. ___ . _____ .. __ . _. 75.00 
50 pounds of coffee ... ___ . __ ... __ .. _____ . ____ . _____ ._. __ ._ . _____ . ___ ... __ .. 37.50 
20 pouuc1s of ten, . ____ ........ ____ . . __ ___ . _____ . ___ . __ __ . ........ ___ . . ____ . 25.00 
18 cans of bakiugpowc1er . _____ . .. __ .. ____ ... _._ ... __ ._ .. ___ .. _ . ... .. __ ._. 18.00 
20 pounds of salt . ___ . _______ .. ___ _ . ____ .. ____ . . __ . . _____ . __ .. _._ ... _ .___ _ 3.00 

100 pounds of bacon __ ._ ... __ .. ____ ... __ . ____ .. _ .... ___ . ____ . ____ . .. ____ ._. 40. 00 
1 case of lard .. _ . _. ___ . _ . ... ________ . __ .. ____ . ... _ . _ . __ . __ . _. __ ... _ .. . _ . _ 18. 00 

20 sacks of flour __ _ . __ ... ___________ . ____ . __ .. _. __ ._ ... ____ ...... ___ .. __ .. 120.00 

Total ___ . _. _ .. . _______ . ____________ . __ . _. _ . __ . _ . ____ .. ___ __ . _____ . _ _ _ 464. 70 
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These goods were paid for by the passengers, the amount beiug appor­
tioned pro rata. For the purpose of ascertaining the number of people 
aboard ' and their financial auility to stand an assessment, tLe poll above 
referred to was taken, and it was learned that nine were without 
means, while the others, as determined by a casual observation of their 
sacks as they made payment, had from $20 to $1,000 apiece, there 
being probably $35,000 or $40,000 ~n gold dust among- the passengers. 
There were quite a number of old-timers aboard, nearly all of whom 
were well supplied with dust, there being one man aboard who had 
sold Lis mine on Bonanza for $30,000 and had with him $10,000 in gold 
dust. Tbe charge had been freely made in Dawson and on board the 
steamer that there was an "invisible" supply of provisions in the Klou­
dike district, and that the movement to seud people to Fort Yukon was 
a ruse to get them away from Dawson so that the mine workers would 
have sufficient supplies to run the mines until freezing-up time next 
year, thus avoiding the great expense of summer packiug. The fact 
that so lUany old residents, thorougLly familiar with the situation and 
amply able to purchase supplies, even at speculative prices, were forced 
to leave Dawson to secure provisions for the winter, would seem 
effectually to dispose of this charge. 

A steward was selected by the passengers, with a volunteer corps of 
cooks and waiters, and messes of thirty form ed. The cooking was doue 
in the galley, and two meals a day were served-breakfast at 8 and 
dinner at 5. As the items in the bill will indicate, the menu was not 
exhaustive, but there was plenty for all, and everybody accepted the 
situation with the best possible good nature. 

The agent of the Alaska Commercial Company had brought down on 
the steamer from Dawson a ton or so of provisions for the subsistence 
of the company's mess at Forty Mile, and some of the passengers con­
ceived the idea of confiscating these goods for use, in case the poat 
was unable to proceed, dnring the long journey on the ice to Circle 
City. A meeting was held on October 3 to consider the matter, and 
after some discussion a vote was taken on the qnestion, with the result 
that the agent was allowed to remove his goods. 

On the same day there was a movement OIl the part of a few dissat­
isfied passengers to force the captain to proceed down the river. Tbe 
captain explained the difficulties of ruoniog t.he boat in the ice, stating 
that the rudder and the wheel would inevitably be cut to pieces and 
the boat rendered helpless in millstream. This explanation was 
accepted as final, and no further action was taken in the matter. 

From October 4 to 7 the temperature rallged from 6 degrees below 
to 22 degrees above zero in the moming, rising to from 12 degrees to 
27 degress above during the day, and the ice continned to run, getting 
thicker and harder from day to day until the 8tb, when the weather 
became warmer and the ice thinned out considerably. The captain 
a.nllounceu to the passengers that evening that if the condition of the 
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ice continued to improvc ue would ma.ke a.n attempt to start for Circle 
City the next day. 

At 8 o'clock in the mornin g of the 9th the t emperature was 25 
degrees above 7, el~O, and the river had become so llearl,Y clear of ice 
tu ut the captain decided to proceed Oll t ile j ourney . Wuile the Bellcb 
lay ill the mouth of Forty Mile Creek tlie ice uad formed around lier to 
a thickn ess of six inches, a nd extended to the running water in t he 
Yukon, a di stance of about 100 feet from the stern of the boat. Sev­
eral hours were spent iu cuttin g a channel about forty feet wide 
through this ice to the runnin g water, the released ice floatiug in to the 
river in immense cakes, one of which was perhaps thirty feet square. 
In thc meantime another small supply of provisions had been secmed 
from the companies, con isting of five sacks of flour, ] 00 pound s of 
dried fruit, and 200 pounds of beans. It was calculated t lt at this 
addition to the commissar,Y would enable the passengers to stand a 
siege of five or six days' duration. At 1 o'clock p. m. the line wa;,; cast 
off, and t ile Bella was soo n ill midstream, again battlin g with the ice. 
H er bow had scarcel,Y s'il"un g downst.ream when Iler rudder for the 
third time became useless, and tue same old performance of drifting 
at the mercy of tIle currcllt was repeated. After float in g tIlus for a 
mile the rudder was repaired, and the boat proceeded for an hour or 
so without further troubl e. 

At 2.10 p. m., as the boat approached a bend in the river, au immense 
ice jam was encountered, the ice in many places bein g piled to a heigJt t 
of ten or fifteen feet and apparently extending clear across the riv er. 
It seemed impossible for the boat to get througb, an(l she was tied up 
to tIle bauk £111(1 the I ndian pilots sent ah ead to inspect the j am. After 
a walk of :1 mile down tbe bank they return ed and l'cporteu tbat the 
channel was open . .Advantage was taken of the stop to put the rudder 
in good condition, and at 3.10 the boat renewed bel' journey, reaching 
tbe wood yard, twenty-t.hree miles below Fort,Y Mile, at 5 o'clock, where 
a ;.;uppl,Y of wood was taken on aud tIle boat remained 1'01' the ni ght . 

Tile next morning (Sunday) at G o'clock the steamer proceedetl on 
1101' ,,-ay. The month of Boundary Creek, thirty-five miles below Forty 
Mile, ,nts l)assed at 8 o'clock. At this point the boundary li ne between 
.AllIerican aud British territory crosses the Yukon, in tersecting t he 
river at nearly a right angle. TIle line is distiuctly marked by a strip 
cut through the timber from the l'iver bank to the summit of the 
mountain on either side. .At 10.30 the rudder again became unm an­
ageable, a11c1 in spite of all t he pilots could do the boat ran her n0se 
into tbe bank; but no damage was done, a nd she got off in to deep 
water almost irnmediately_ At 1AO ,,-e passed t wo men ill a small 
boat, fighting tbeir wa,Y through tb e ice, on tue way to Fort Yukon, 
and at 2 we passed t'il"O more men who had adopted t he same meaus of 
gettill g to the food supply. 

At 3.25 p. m., at a poin t about s ixt,Y-fi ve miles above Circlb City, tIle 
boat ran on a saudbar in the midtlle of tile ri,"er, with 200 yanb of 
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swift water full of running ice on either hand. She swung around 
broadside to the bar and stuck there for forty-n ine hours, during all of 
which time the ice was coming downstream at a speed of five miles an' 
hour and pounding with terrific force against the upper side of. the 
hull. The pre~sure of the current against the boat pushed her high 
up on the bar, forming a ridge of gravel at the lower side that was 
visible above the surface of the water amidships for a distance of 
twenty feet. 

This accident furnished a striking example of the stupidity and 
unreliability of Indian pilots, and proved conclusively that they are 
not good r eaders of water. The captain, who had been in the pilot 
house all day anxiously watching the conrse of the boat and assisting 
the pilots over the bad bars, was forced to leave his station for a few min­
utes, and had hardly turned his back on the pilot house wh en the acci­
dent occurred. At this point the riYer is about 500 ya,rds wide, having 
a channel on either shore, with an expanse of comparatively slack 
water in the center, which would indicate to anyone at all familial' 
with the river the existence of a bar. The boat had been followin g tbe 
left.-hand channel, which was broad and deep; but the pilot attempted 
to run the boat across the head of the bar into the right-hand channel, 
the natural consequence being that she struck t he bar, broadside on 

The crew were immediately set to work to spar the vessel off the bar. 
This operation consists in planting a spar (a twenty-five-foot spruce log, 
twelve inches in diameter ) on t he bed of the river, at the lower side of 
the bow, and rigging a block and tackle on the upper end, attaching' the 
rope to the capstan, and then by the application of steam power swing. 
iug the boat gradually upstream. When she has been worked up as 
far as the first spar will carry her, the other spar is used in like mauner, 
all d thc operation repeated until the bow is straight upstream, when the 
engines are started forward and a slight application of power by the 
capstan swings the boat around so that the current catches the bow 
and tbrows her off into deep water. , This is an exceedingly tedious 
process, eyeIl under t he most favorable circumstances, but owing to 
the great pressure exerted by the swift current against the upper side 
of t he boat it was exceptionally so in this case. The bow would no 
sooner be swung upstream twenty or thirty feet than a pulley hook 
would break or straighten out, and the boat would be thrown by the 
Cll1'reut back to her original position . During Monday several pulley 
hooks were thus straightened, and at 11 o'clock in the forenoon one of 
the spars was broken, and as it was impossible to work with one spar 
it was necessary to send men ashore in a small boat to secure a lIew 
one, a very dangerous undertaking on account of the condition of the 
river. A half day was lost in this work, and the new spar had hardly 
been set when the second old one broke, and still another new one had 
to be brought from shore. At this stage night set in, but little progress 
hnYing been made, and the outlook wa.s very dishea.rtening. It was 
thong-ut by many, even the captain sharing in tbe opinion, that it would 
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be necessary to abandon the steamer and go down the river on rafts, 
there being but two or three small boats available. Fortunately tIle 
ice was decreasing- rapidly, both in volume and hardness ; if it had 
increased to the quantity which was passing down the river during the 
tie up at Forty Mile, the boat would undoubtedly have been cut to 
pieces. During the afternoon an immense cake of ice, which was recog­
nized by all as that which had been cut from the channel at Forty 
Mile, was discovered approaching the boat. It jnst cleared the hull, 
but struck th e wheel, giving the boat a terrific jar and carrying away 
oue of the blades of the wheel, and then passed on withont doin g 
furt.her damage. 

Dnring Tuesday forenoon considerable progress was made, the bow 
having beeu swun g npstream about 45 degrees at 12 o'clock. At 4.30 
in the afternoon the boat pointed straight upstream, the engines were 
started and one more pull on the capstan sent her off into deep water, 
where the swift current caught her and sent her on the way to Circle 
Oity, with a very happy crowd aboard. But the troubles were not yet 
over, for the stealller had gone ouly a mile or two when the suction pipe 
of the well again froze up and a landing was made for the night. At 
10 o'clock that night a scow from Dawson, in charge of an Indian pilot 
and coutaining twenty-one men, hove in sight and ti ed up just below 
;tbe steamer. This scow had left Dawson fifty-two hours before-, and uy 
traveling day and night bad made a distance of 240 llIiles. The cap­
tain offered to take the passengers from the scow aboard, but after 
heflring the story of the Belll~'s troubles they decided to stick to the 
scow, and proceeded clown the river at once. .As afterwards leaI'lled, 
they travel eel all night and reached Circle City at 10 o'clock the next 
morning, and thence passed on to Fort Yukon. 

The next morning the steamer got under way at 6 o'clock, and at 1 
p. m. she reached Circle City, having been thirteen days in making 300 
miles, and having furnished to all her passengers enough experience in 
navigation of the Yukon to thoronghly satisfy the most adventurons. 
Here it was ascert~ined that the river had closed this side of Fort 
Yukon, and the Bellc~ went into wintee quarters in a slougb j ust off the 
upper end of town, while most of her passengers pa sed 011 to Fort 
Yukon in small boats, a few remaining in Circle City for the ice to 
form before proceeding to tbat point. 

FORTY MILE. 

The first discovery of gold in American territory in the Yukon Valley 
was made in 188G at Franklin Bar, on Forty Mile Creek, thirty-five 
miles above its mouth . This creek, which is about 250 miles lon g, 
received its name from the fact t hat it enters the Yukon forty mil es 
below old Fort Reliance. The first steamboat tbat came up to FOl'ty 
Mile post arrived there July 27,1887, at which time eighty-five lIlen 
were at the mouth of Forty Mile Creek, sub::;isting almost entirely on 
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fish, whic1l they caught with nets. The mines produced between 
$200,000 and $300,000 the first season, and in the winter of 1887 there 
were about 115 men ill the district.. Forty Mile district has been very 
productive, nearly every creek that has been prospected thoroughly 
yielding gold in paying quantities. 

Franklin Gulch has produced a great deal of gold and is still yielding 
good returtls. Iu 1888 about 100 men, working on the bars, took out 
from $2,000 to $3,000 apiece. 

In 1893 Miller Oreek, which has been the best producer in the dis­
trict, yielded about $300,000, a space of ground 30 by 100 feet baving 
produced $35,000. It has continued to yield large returns, John Miller 
having taken $55,000 from his claim during the season of 1896. This 
creek is a tributary of Sixty Mile Oreek, but is in the Forty Mile 
district. During the seasons of 1896 and 1897 quite a number of men 
took out from $3,000 to $8,000 apiece on Miller Oreek. 

Glacier Oreek, so named from the glacial form ation, is a compara · 
tively rich creek, but great difficnlty has been encountered in working 
th e claims on account of the ice. The creek bed is practically a glacier, 
th e water in many places running throngh solid blue ice. 

Walker's Fork and Napoleon and Davis creeks, all tributaries of 
l~orty Mile Oreek, have many good claims. 

Ohicken Oreek, which was discovered two years ago, and which is 
in American territory, is the best creek in the district. It enters Forty 
Mile Oreek about 1[)0 miles above its mouth. The ground is rich , but 
irregular, and consists of both winter and summer diggings. The 
claims on Chicken Oreek are 1,320 feet ·long, but 011 all other creeks in 
the district claims are 500 feet long, local mining regulations prevailing. 
Fifteell men are working on the creek this winter (1897-98). 

At the time of the strike in the Klondike there were between six 
and seven hundred Dlen in the Forty Mile district, most of whom IHtd 
deserted .the creeks and gone to the new gold fields by spring, there 
being now only thirty or forty men working in the district. There a re 
ma,ny creeks that cau be worked profitably with wages at $10 a day. 
TlJOse claims which are being worked at present are operated on the 
basis of $ 1.50 per hour, as men can not be secured for less wages. 
The cost of living in the milles is practically the same as in the lOoll­
d ike district, the charge for summer freighting to the mines ranging 
from 40 to 50 cents a pound, according to distance, and from 8 to 10 
cellts for winter packing. The trail, like all trails in this country, is 
indescribably bad. 

As is the case throughout the mineral zone, which extends for 1,000 
miles throngh the Yukon basin, there are many creeks in this district 
which can not be worked profitably uuder present cOllditions, but which 
will furnish employment to thousands of men for a long period of years 
when improved transportation facilities enable them to procure supplies 
at reasouable prices. This is especially true of the North Fork of Forty 
Mile Creek and its tributaries, all in American territory, where there 
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are large areas of placer ground that will yield fWill $7 to $10 a day to 
the man, and which nnde1' the application of hydraulic processes wi ll 
eventnally produce many millions. There is also a great deal of quartz 
of a very promising character Oil the North Fork . A couservative 
estimate of tbe output of Forty Mile district to date places it at 
$3,000,000. 

The town of Forty Mile occupies a level tract of laud on the west 
bank of the Yukon alld the south bank of Forty Mile Creek, and face·s 
both streams for a distance of half a mile or so. The site is a most 
eligible one, having perfect drainage, the only drawback being tbat at 
the bighest stages of water it is li able to overflow in places to a depth 
of a foot or more. The town contains about 200 cabins and twenty or 
thirty larger buildings, a few of which are two stories in h eight. The 
store and warehouses of the Alaska Commercial Company are the 
principal buildillgs ill the place, and the company has a large and com­
fortable two·story house, used as living quarters by their employees. 
In the fall of 1896 the town had a populat ion of about 500, but by 
spring nearly all had gone to the Klonclike, and the wbite population 
at the present time does not exceed twenty-five or tbirty. 

A mile above the town is situated the mission of the Church oC 
England, in cbarge of Bisbop ,Villiam Bompas, who establisll ed the 
present mission in 1892. Previous to his arrival here the bisbop was 
engaged for over twenty years in missionary work among tbe Indialls 
on Mackenzie River. He bas a corps of assistants, and is tloing good 
work among the native and half· breed children, having a school with 
ten or fifteen scholars in daily attendance. 

On the opposite side of Forty Mile Ut'eek, facing the Yukon, is 
located Fort COl1stalltine, tbe heal1fluarters of the Northwest mounted 
police, which was established in 11)95. The post at the present writing 
is garrisoned by about twenty members of the force. The barracks 
consist of a half dozen substantial buildings, forming" a hollow sqnare, 
and are surrounded by a high stockade. 

A quarter of a mile farther north, fronting Oll the Yukoll, is Fort 
Cudahy, tlte headquarters for this section of the North American 
Transportation and Trading Company. The buildings are tIle largf's t 
and finest on thc river, with the exception of the Dew establi shmeut...; 
of the two commercial companics at Dawson. 

Both companies have very mea gel' stocks of goods at Forty Mile, 
havillg been unable to furnish their regular customers with full ontfits 
for tIle winter, many being forced to go down the river for provisions. 
This is no new statc of affairs h ere, there having been a sbortage of 
supplies, more or less serious, every year since the settlement of tllc 
district. In 188!) ninety-two men were forced to leave Forty Mil e for 
tbe wintcr on account of the scarcity of provisions, taki ll g passagc 
October 10 on the steamer New Racket (no\y known as tbe I'elly and in 
retirement at Fort Selkirk) for various l)oin ts below. Some stopped at 
Rampart City and others at Nulato, wh ile tile majority went all the 
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way to St. Michaels, spending the winter there and returning on the 
first boat in the spring, being obliged to sled sixty or eighty miles to 
get to the steamer. Thirty-five men wintered on Forty Mile Creek and 
its tributaries. An old pioneer who passed the winter there furnished 
the following statement: "I left the post for Fraukliu Gulch in the fall 
with fifty pounds of flour. Some men had from two to three hundred 
pounds of flour, but that was far above the average, and we had to 
st.iut ourselves. The winter was mild, 64 degrees below zero being the 
lowest temperature recorded. The hunting was good, and we had plenty 
of moose and caribou; so there was not much suffering. We had no 
lights, no candles, and no oil. We were fortunate in having a good 
supply of ruta-bagas, grown at Forty Mile post during the previous 
summer. They cost us 10 cents a pound there, and we paid 10 cents a 
pound to get them up." 

Wages in Forty Mile are $10 a day for all kinds of labor. Before 
the K lolldike strike wages were $6 a day in town and $10 in the gulches. 
Wood costs $24 a cord, ready for the stove. Prices in the stores range 
about the same as at Dawson, with very few exceptions. 

The town of Forty Mile is in Northwest Territor~, but up to 1896 it 
was supposed by the miners that all of the principal creeks in the dist.rict 
were in Alaska. In the winter of 1895-06 Mr. William Ogilvie, the 
surveyor for the Dominion Government, completed the survey of the 
bouudary line in this vicinity, the result of which showed that many 
of the best creeks are in Northwest Territory. The following notice, 
issued on the completion of the survey, is self-explanatory: 

Notice is hereby given that the following gold-bearing creeks, or parts 
of creeks, have beeu found by astronomical survey to be within the 
Domiuiou of Canada, and therefore subject to Canadian jurisdiction 
and the laws of the Dominion of Canada : 

Gold Oreek. 
(}lacier Creek. 
Miller Creek. 
All but one mile of Bedrock Creek. 
Moose Creek. 
First fork of Moo1'e Creek. 
Twenty-three miles of Forty Mile River. 
One mile of the three heads of .smith Oreek. 
(:)nc mile of the several heads of Canyon Creek on the east Ride of th e 

main stream. 
About one mile of Davis and Poker creeks, branches of Walker Oreek. 
The boundary line has been plainly and unmistakably marked by 

cutting through the woods down to and up fL'om the creek beds to the 
hilltops, and on the hilltops and other points where stones were COl.! ­

venient cairns of stone are erected, with stakes in them, to mark that 
portion of the line. 

Dated at Fort Constantine thifl 15th day of l\Iay, 1896. 
C. CONSTAN1'INE, 

For Dominion G01)entmeni. 

Mr. Ogilvie's determillation of the boundary line is accepted l.Jy the 
miners of the district as fina l. 
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AMERfOAN CREEK, SEVEN'ry MILE CREEK, AND l\UNOOK 
OREEK DIS'rRIOTS. 

In 18Di'! g'old W<LS discovered on American Creek, a tributary of Mis· 
sion Creek, which enters the Yukon from the west forty-fi ve miles below 
Forty Mile. American Creek, which is about twenty miles lon g, flows 
in to Mission Creek from tile south at a point two miles above the 
Yukon, and is in American territory. The original discovery was made 
about six miles above the mouth and the creek was located to the forks, 
six miles above Discovery. (a) It was found impracticable to work 
the main creek on . account of the difficulty of controlling the water, 
several washouts occurring during the early summer. It was therefore 
abaudoned, and both forks were loca ted for a distance of four miles 
above their confluence. The claims on American Creek are 1,320 feet 
long, and during the past season seven of these were worked, almost 
exclusively by the owners, only two or three men being employed for 
wages, which were $15 per day. The yield was about $20 a day to tlle 
man, and the creek produced between $15,000 and $20,000. On tlle 
main creek, from the mouth to the canyon, a distance of four miles, the 
ground is about six feet deep, but above the canyon it is shallower, 
rnnning from two to four feet. The main creek for its entire length 
gives promise of proving very productive under hydraulic processes. 
On the benches there are gravel banks 200 feet iu depth, which show 
co101's wherever prospected. Thel'e is an abundant supply of water 
and good grade and dump. American Creek gold is worth $18.85 per 
ounce. 

Seventy 1\1ile Creek, which is about 150 miles long, flows into the 
Yukon from the west, seventy miles below Forty .Mile, from which fact 
it takes its name. Gol<.l was discovered on tllis creek in 1887, at a 
poiut about thirty-five miles from the mouth. During the summer of 
1888 several men took from the bars, with rockers, $50 a day apiece. 
Fifteen men were employed there last summer, and they report good 
results: probably averagillg $2,500 apiece for the short season. It is 
very difficult to get supplies into the Seventy Mile diggings during the 
summer, owing to numerous falls and rapids in the creek, wh'ich make 
it almost impossible to ascend it in boats and necessitate the packing 
of provisions over a bad trai l. The miners, therefore, sled their supplies 
up during the winter. The claims are 1,320 feet in length, and the 
creek is located for a distance of five or six miles. There are also a 
few' locations ninety miles from the mouth . The creek antI its tl'ibu­
tal ies have merely been prospected in the most superficial manner, but 
enollgh is known of the locality to justify the prediction that it will 
eventually prove, under hydraulic methods, one of the most producti ve 

a Tbis does not agree with the accompauying map, but the autbor who fnrnisbed 
both lII:Lp nu(l text beillg still in Alaska it is impossible to reconcile tile <1ili'erences. 
Tile mall, ilowever, is lJelievetl to be correct. 
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districts on the Yukon. There is a great deal of quartz on the head 
waters, in the zone which extends across the divide from the North 
Fork of Forty Mile. 

Minook Creek, which flows into the Yukon from the south fifty miles 
above the Tanana, was discovered in 1894. The best ground in the 
district, so far as known, is located on Hunter Creek, which comes into 
Minook from the east abont five miles above its mouth. Hunter Creek 
is located for about fifteen miles. Little Minook Creek, flowing into 
Minook Creek a mile above Hunter Creek, is located for three miles. The 
cIaim13 are 500 feet long on all creeks except Little Minook, where they 
are 1,000 feet. Very good reports have been received from the Minook 
district, but no autLentic information is at hand as to the value of the 
prospects. Some sales of claims at prices as high as $5,000 apiece 
have been reported. A large number of people stopped oft· at Minook 
during the past summer on learning of the shortage of provisions at 
upriver points, and many returned to that place from Fort Yukon. 
There are about 500 men speuding the winter tllere, and it is probable 
that by spring it will be knowu definitely whether the district is as 
rich as th6 i'umors indicate it to be. 

CIRCLE CITY AND THE BIRCH CREEK DISTRICT. 

Circle City, the most important town in northern Alaska, is situated 
on the west bank of the Yukon, about eighty-five miles iu a direct line 
from the . boundary between American and British territory, the dis­
tance to the boundary line by way of the river being 205 miles. The 
Ynkon Flat s stretch away to the northwestward 400 miles, having a 
unifo rm width of about the same distance, and presenting an almost 
unbroken expanse of hills and prairies as large as the States of Illinois 
aud Iudiana. The towu is the distributing point for supplies for the 
Birch Creek mines, the richest and most extensive placer diggings in 
Alaska. It is the best built town on the Ynkon, having about 300 
comfortable cabins alld quite a number of two-story buildings. 

The Alaska Commercial Company has a large establishment here, 
consisting of a store buildillg two stories in height, 30 by 52 feet, con­
structed of logs ; two warehouses, one 30 by 100 and the other 50 by 100 
feet, both being built of corrugated iron, and a log dwelling house. 

The North American Transportation and Trading Company, which 
located here in 1895, also has fille buildings, the store being a sawn ·log 
structure 22 by 70 feet. Three warehouses are owned by the com­
pany, one 24 by 70 feet, built of rough lumber, and the other two 30 
by 72 feet each, constructed of corrugated iron. One of the latter is still 
without a roof, the carpenters havillg deserted the work in the latter 
part of September, 1896, to go to the Klondike. Their dwelling house, 
the best building used for the purpose on the Yukon, is a st.ructure of 
sawn logs 30 by 40 feet and two stories in height, costing about $7,000. 

458!--}[o. 16----5 
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There]s a log schoolhouse, 24 by 32 feet, which was bnil tin 189G by the 
citizens through private subscription, at a cost of $l,GOO. During tue 
win tN of 1895-96, before the const.ructioll of the schoolllOnse, a teacher 
was employed by the citizens at a salary of $100 a month, the school 
being h eld in a rented lmiltlillg. Last winter school was conducted in 
tllc lI CW building by t he Governmcnt school-teacher, there bein g from 
twenty-five to t hirty scllolars in attendance, four of whom were white, 
six or eight half-breed, aud t he remaiuder Indian children . On account 
of the depopulation of the tOWll, through t he stampede to thc 100n­
dike, the teacher was withdrawn during the past summer, and the 
t own is now without a pnblic school, although there are some twenty 
children of school age here. A number of these are cared for by the 
Episcopal ]\fission, ill charge of Rev. J. L. Prevost and his wife, assisted 
by Miss Elizabeth Dean, deaeoness. This mission is doin g good work 
among the native an d half-breed children, and the influence of its mis­
s ionaries is felt throughout. the communi ty. Religious services are 
held at the mission every Sunday morning, with a fair attendance. 

Last spring Hon . John E . Crane, of Chicago, was appoin ted United 
States commissioner for the district of A laska, and assigned to duty at 
Circle City. He arrived here in July, and qualified October 2, 1$97, 
giving to the community its first taste of judicial authority. 

In addition to Commissioner Crane the Governmellt is represented 
here by the followin g-named official~: Charles Smith, deputy collector 
of customs; Charles 1. RotL, inspcctor of customs; Capt. George W . 
Dunn, deputy United States marshal; J. R. Dodson, d eputy collector 
of interHal revenue, :.ncl L. N. 1\fcQuesten, postmast er. The Govern­
ment buildings at Circle City are shown in the illustratiou. 

TlJe town f3ite of Oircle City was staked 011 Juue 20, 180.J., by Robert 
J . English aud Barney Hill, tile former from Forty Mile and the latter 
from the temporary trading post of J\1cQnesten & Co. These gentle­
mell had visited the Birch Creck mines, and being impressed with their 
richness antI extent decided to locatc here, considerillg it the most 
cligible point from which to distribute supplies to the mines. The 
to"llll was given the namc it now bears ullder thc fa lse impressiou tbat 
it was on the Arctic Circle. As ubsequently learlled, it is about forty 
miles south of the circlc. 

McQuesten & 00. had established a trading post tho 1)1'cvions snm­
mer on t he Yukon, about t welvc miles abo,~e the pre:icut site of tile 
town, and remoYNI to this point in the fall of 1894. JU l'. IJ. N . McQlles­
ten, tbe senior member oftlle firm, and in chargc of the business here, 
had so mllch faith in tll e llew gold fields that, llc gave credit to tllc 
miners to the extell t of about $100,000 during the winter of 189-1-!)5. 
Most of tIle stock ,ras at Forty ]\file, and the miners were obliged to go 
to that placo for their outfits or lmve them frcighted down at a cost of 
$e a ton. The lIIi nes tornetl ont so wcll that tIle Hrlll col lected practi­
cally all of their bills dUl'ing the full of 18\)5. 1\11'. l\IcQnesten, wLo is 
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known throughout the Yukon Valley as ".Tack" 1VfcQuesten, h as b een 
in business 011 the Yukon sillce 18 ';"3, ill wbich year he callle owr tbe 
monntaills from the Mackenzie ·and down the Porcnpille. TIe t l'aded 
wi t ll the Indians on the lower river for some years nnd then locatpd at 
old Fort Reliance, six mil es below 1be Klonclike, wbpre h e l't'mainecl 
ulltil 188;). Iu 188n he established a trading' post on StelYal"t H.iver, 
and spent the winter of 188G-87 in California, r eceiviug while tllere 
n ews of tbe di scovery of gold on Forty Mile Cree le the previons sum· 
mer. He returned in the summet of 1887 and established :t trndillg 
post at Forty Mile, where he has continneei ill business until the pre~el1t 

time. In 189G tbe A.laska Commercial Company assumed control of 
the establishments at Forty Mile and here, 1\:[r. Me(.~uesten retaiuing 
an interest in the husines~ . Mr. ~{cQuesten is spellding the presellt 
winter in Califol'll ia. He is a native of Maine, and is a typical froll­
tiersman, standiJl g over six: feet in his moccasins, and being buil t ill 
proportion. He is beloved by the miners, and is called by them the 
"Father of the Yukon." They bear universal testimony to llis lal'/;e­
hearted generosity ancl attribute the development of tbe Yukon gold 
fields to his farsightedness and his unselfishness in giving tbem credit, 
thus enabling tbem to tide over bacl seasons. 

Birch Creek is about 350 miles long. The North Fork llas its source 
in the Ratzel Mountains, 100 miles west of Circle City, flowin g to tbe 
soutllwanl so me fifty miles, and then to the ea.stward eighty 01' lliJlety 
miles, completing as Birch Creek proper an almost perfect semicircle at 
a p oint eight miles west of Circle City, and thence flowing parallel wit!! 
the Yukon for 150 miles, emptying into the latter stream tllirty miles 
below Fort Yukon. Tbe South Fork, flowing ill a northeasterly d irec­
tion, unites with the North Fork sixty miles southwest of Circle City. 

Tbe first discovery of gold by white men iu the Birch Creek district 
was made on August 10,1 893, at a point on Birch Creek a few miles 
west of the mouth of South Fork, now known fiS Pitka's Bar. The 
discovery was ma.de by Henry Lewis, J olm McLeod, nl1l1 Gns Williams, 
who had come down from Forty Mile during the preceding month with 
a view of prospecting in tllis locality, having learll ed that au Iudian 
named Pitka h acl taken out some gold at the point above n amed duriug 
the SLlmmcr of 1802. Twenty·five or thirty men from Forty Mile fol­
lowed Lewis and his companions cluriHg the fall of ISO;}. Durillg tIle 
spring- of I SO b $10 a day to tbe man was made on Pitka's Bar. On 
JUlIe 15 of the same year a, (liscovery wns made on Mastodon Cn'ek 1>y 
Pat. J . Killnaley and John Greg-or, and on the 22d of that 1Il0utL good 
ground was found on Independence Ureek by some of the l1I elL wLo 
hall come down t'rom Forty Mile the preyilJus fall. The disc(n-eries ou 
Mastodon and Independ ence were creek diggin gs and the clail,tls there 
have proved very productive. 

Mastodon is the best cr('ek in t h p. cli~tdct, llaving yieldetllUc'l'e Than 
one· half of the total product of the Birch Creek l1liues, allel will soon 
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become known to the world as one of tile richest placer g'ulches ever 
discovered. There are fifty·nine claims on the creek, but many of them 
are lying idle on account of the difficulty in getting miners. The out­
put last Sllmmer was $2GO,000, eighteen claims being worked, with 260 
men employed. The period of active mining operations was about sixty 
days. The claims could have been worked longer, but al:l soou as the 
miners accumulated a "grnb stake" they left for the Klondike and 
elsewhere to prospect. There is an abundallce of water on the creek, it 
never getting below a sluice head. Mastodon has been known locally 
for two or three years to be the best creek in Alaska, but until the past 
fall it had not been thoroughly enough prospected to warrant a positive 
statemellt as to its richness and extent. Eight holes have recently 
been sunk to bed rock on Discovery and No. 1 above, which show an 
average of ten feet of gravel that will run 25 cents to the pan, as high 
as two ounces having been taken out of a single pan. The pay streak 
is 1,100 feet wide, so far as knowJl, and may be much wider. These 
two claims will run horn $1,700 to $4,000 to the box length. Active 
de\'elopments 011 tbe claims above and below Discovery indicate tllat for 
two lUiles the pay streak runs from 800 to 1,000 feet wide and that the 
ground for this entire distance will average $1,700 to the box leilgth. 
The prediction is here made, based on authentic information, tllat the 
ten miles of ground on Mastodon and Mammoth (Which arc 011(\ ereek 
except in desigllatioll) already prospected will eventually produce as 
much gold as allY successive t en miles on Bonanza, while the ten claim8 
011 Mastodoll, from 4 below to 5 auove Discovery, iuclul:live , will without 
doubt prove as producti ve as auy ten claims 011 Eldorado, taken iu their 
numerical order. Furthermore, Oil accouut of the even distribution of 
the gold ill the Birch Creek district , the output here, extendiug over a 
longer period of time and employing larger numbers of men, \vill be of 
incalculably greater economic benefit to the eOll1lUullity than the more 
phellomenal production of the creeks ill the Klolldike district. 

Independence Creek has twenty-nine claims, whielL yield about a,n 
ounce per day to the mau. The creek was not worked extensively 
during the past season, as millers could not be seeured, only two or 
three claims being operated, with seven lllell employed, alld produciug 
about $7,000. 

Mammoth Creek, which is formed by the junctioll of' Mastodoll and 
Independence, and empties into Orooked Creek, is about five wiles 
long. This creek, which was discovered in 1894, has been olleHed ill 
three different places, and pai(] $8 to the man, shoveliug in. It was 
abaudoned and relocated for hydraulic operations. Capt. J 011U J. 
Healey owns two claims on the creek, Henry Lewis four, and Killnaley 
& Gregor seven, all of twenty acres each. There is an ample supply of 
water, with good grade and dump, and when hydraulic machinery call 
be procured the creek will be a great producer. 

Deadwood Gulch, located in 1894, has forty-seveu elaims, eight of 
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which were worked during the past summer, employing 110 meu and 
yielding about $100,000. The pay streak is about tllirty feet wide, and 
although somewhat spotted, the ground is very rich. 

Miller Creek has sixty-four claims, nine of which were worked last 
summer, producing $30,000. Forty men were employed for about sixty 
days to secure this output. 

Eagle Creek, discovered in 1895, has forty-six claims, only four of 
which were worked during the past summer on account of the scarcity 
of miners, producing $75,000, with seventy-five men employed. All of 
the claims on tllis creek can be worked profitably at the prevailing rate 
of wages. Owing to the difficulty of reaching Eagle Creek with sup­
plies, $12 a day is paid for labor there, $10 being the rate of wages on 
all of the other creeks in the district. 

Gold Dust Creek has sixty claims, all of which were abandoned during 
the Klondike stampede. These were all subject to relocation during 
the past tall, and have been restaked. 

Harrisoll Creek is tllirty miles long, and contains about 100 locations, 
the claims being 1,320 feet long. It has been relocated, and would have 
been worked during the past season if it had not been for the stampede. 
There is probably not a claim on the creek tllat would not yield $8 to 
the shovel uuder present conditions, and as there is an ample supply of 
water and good grade it will eventually produce many millions under 
hydraulic processes. 

Porcupine Creek is about the same length as Harrison, alld in 1896 
had quite a number of claims 1,320 feet in length, having been located 
for hydraulic purposes. It was abandoned, and is subject to relocation. 

Lower Coal Creek, on which a discovery was made in 1895, enters the 
Yukon from the west, fifty miles above Circle City, alld is about thirty 
miles long. There were fifteen or twenty 1,320-foot claims on the creek 
in 1896, but tlley were abandoned, and are now subject to relocation. 
Tllere i;;; a fine vein of bituminous coal on this creek, three miles from 
the Yukon. The coal burns well, producing a fine ash, entirely free 
from clinkers, being far superior to the Puget Sound coa.l brought into 
the country by the transportation companies. 

The claims on Mammoth, Harrison, Porcupine, and Lower Coal cre('ks 
are 1,320 feet in length, having been located under the United States 
law for llydTaulic purposes, but all the other creeks in the district 
have claims of 500 feet, t lle limit prescribed by the local milling regu­
lations. As the United States law now prevails in the district, His 
probable that henceforth locations on newly discovered creeks will be 
for the full twenty acres allowed under the law. 

There are a large number of creeks in the Birch Creek district wllich 
run from $6 to $10 per day to the man, and which, of course, can not 
be worked at the prevailing wages and under present processes, but 
which can be profitably operated by means of hydraulic appliances. 

The gold produced by the Birch Creek mines is very coarse, many 
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nuggets running from f1 quarter of an ounce to fonr or five ounces 
havillg been secured. Tlie quality of the gold is better than t hat of 
allY other district on the Yukon, with the possible exceptioll of Minook, 
I'UTlllillg from $16 to $H) per ounce, Ea.gle Creek gold assaying up 
to the last-name(l figure'. The average for the district is about $17.20 
per onnce, wllile the average for the Klondike fuUs below $16, E ldora<1o 
gol(l, wliich contains much silver and base material, runnin g Imt $15.25. 

The ground in most of the gulches is q aite shallow and easily worked; 
but on M stodon, Independence, and one or two other creeks there are 
also good wiuter diggings, and drifting is carried on there acti,ely 
dmillg the cold "eather. 

Preacher Creek, wltich enters Birch Creek about sixty miles from 
Circle City, is 150 mile;; in length and has been. prospected but little. 
lIfr. Wilsoll, iu his Guide to the Yukon Gold Fields, makes the follow· 
ing interesting statement relative to this creek : "The creek was named 
after a preach er wIJO made an exploration trip of some length in search 
of fossils . It is reported that he found high clay banks some seventy 
miles from its mouth. These banks were about 300 feet high and over· 
laid a layer of ·driftwood some 200 feet dowu. l\fuch of this driftwood 
was well preserved and of much larger dimensions tlian any growth 
in tlie country at present, some of the trees ueing fully four feet in 
diameter. The creek is constantly llndermining its ballks, thus bring. 
ing down great slides of clay and wood which completely fill the creek 
at times. This goes to prove beyond a doubt t.hat the great Yukon 
Flats were at OIle time a vast lako, much larger than any fresh·wn,ter 
lake existing' to·day." 

The mines are from forty· five to eighty miles from Circle City, and 
the trail, which crosses Birch Creek about eight miles from town, thence 
following that stream and Crooked Creek to the mines, is almost impas· 
sable in the summer time. The description of the Bonanza. trail, given 
in tIle section 011 the K londike, applies equally well to tlie Birch Creek 
troil, with the addition of the reluctant admission that tlie Birch Cmck 
mosquitoes are somewhat larger and incalculably morc numerous than 
the Klondike variety-a fact ascertained by taking the consensus of 
opiIlion of a number of unfortunates who have been tortured by both. 
Th e rate for summel' packing to Mastodon (sixty·five miles) is 40 cellts 
per ponnd, the winter rate being 15 cents. Dog teams make the rOUlld 
trip ill five days, the slelIs oeing loaded with 200 pou!lds to the (log. 
Th e winter tl'Uil is generally opell by the 15th of October, amI sledtling 
lasts un til about the 10th of May. Previous to the Klonc1ike stall1pel1e 
thirt.y 01' thirty-fi ve 1101'ses were used for packing to tlie mine;;, uut they 
were withdrawn for frciglitiIlg between lie1'e and Dawsoll allll have not 
since been ilt use on the Birch Creek trail. 

At the time of the Klondikc strike there was a population of about 
1,000 in Circle City amI the Birch Creek district alld the town W:11I in 
an exceedingly prosperous cond ition. The miues hn.d produced Dearly 
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$1,[iOO,OOO <1urill g the season of 1896 amI as a. cOllseqnellce mon ey was 
plentiful. .A.ll lines of busiHess " 'ere uoing well and twelve snloolls 
were in full blast. When the llews of the great strike reached Circle 
City nearly everybody caught the Klollllike fever. Saloon keeper~ 
closed tIleir saloons, gamblers folued I1p their lay-outs) carpcn tprs 
dropped their tool:-; ill the midst of their worl;:, allu all rusheu off t o the 
n ew di ggings, many neglecting even to lock tlieir cabin tlool's. During 
the winter some eight or nine hundred men took their depart ure for 
Dawson and by late spring there were not more than fifty people, 
mostly women and children, left in the town. A few went up 01\ the 
last steanler, but the vast majority were obliged to make the journey 
Oll the ice. As heretofore stated, there were about thirty-five horses 
iu the district, employed in packiug to the mines, and these were 
pressed into service, sIeus beiug used to car ry supplies. Dog t eams 
\Y cre secured when obtainable) the price of dogs rangiug fro m $100 to 
$200 apiece, while some drew their sleds themselYcs. Th e distall ce of 
300 mil es was usually made ill from 20 to 30 da.ys. Thc rate for freight­
in g from Circle City to D awson during the winter was $ 1 per pound. 

A number of old Birch Creek miners have struck it rich on the Klon­
dike, but ma uy of the un successful ones luwe r etnrned to Circle City, 
[uHl Illorc will follow during the wiuter, their disappointment t empered 
by an abidi~lg faith in the future of the Hirch Creek district. Careful 
inquiry lms elicited a fact which is too s ignificant to be omitted in this 
conncction. Of the first h alf million dollars in gold uust llUt ill circu­
lation in t he Klondike dist rict, fully 80 per cent was carri ed there by 
miners from Forty Mile and Circle City, by far tlle larger proportion 
havin g been taken from this place by successful Birch Creek miners 
for inves tlllent illlClondike properties. A conservative estilUate of the 
tota l out put of the Birch Creek district places i t at $3,500,000. 

As the GoverOlnent h ad n ever considerell this section of A lasl; a of 
sufficient imllortance, up to the past snmmer, to giYe it ajudiciaJ officer 
to administer the laws, the citizens were forced to take the matter into 
their o\\-n h ands. When all infi:action of the law was committed a 
min cr:s' meeting was called to try th e offender. A chairman anll jury 
were selected by b allot, the defendant being allowed to choosc nn 
attorney and to challenge for cause, and the l)rOceedings were conducterl 
a s Ilcady in conformity with the rules of law aJ1d evi(lenee as the some· 
what limitetl CO lut experience of the participant~ would per mit. This 
t emporar y organization was in no sense a vigih1uce commiitec, 11 0 

occasion ever h aving arisen here for the form ation of such a body. 
There is no tOWll of its s ize in America th a t has a bet ter r ecord than 
Cirde City as a law-abiding, justice- loving community. During the 
thrce year.'! and a half of its existeuce there have b een but two llOmicidcs 
committed, one of which was clearly ill self.dere ll se, allcl t here ll tt\'e 
ueen but two trials for theft. Tile puuishmcnt pl'cscribed for murder 
was llaugiJ1g, awl the penalty for theft was imm ediate departure from 
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the country, never to return on pain of death, the miners themselves 
furnishing the means of transportation and subsistence to the coast. 
There have been one or two trials for infraction of the moral law, which 
resulted in each case in exact justice being meted out. The citation of 
one case of this kind will furnish a striking illustration of the effective­
ness and celerity with which a Circle City miners' meeting could repair 
a wrong done to a helpless woman. The plaintiff charged the defendant 
with seductiou under promise of marriage. The case was tried with due 
form ality, after the exclusion from the room, on the motion of a consid­
erate miner, of" all children of tender age." At 5 o'clock in the evening 
of the second day of the trial the jury brought in the following verdict: 

We, the uudersigned jnrors, in the case of Alice Doe, plaintiff, and 
Richard Roe, defendant, find the defendant guilty as charged, and order 
that said defendant marry Alice Doe, or, in failure t o do this, he be 
fined $1,500 and imprisoned one year in a prison in Oircle City, and, in 
case of failure to pay the said fine, the term of imprisonment be extended 
to t wo years ; and it is further ordered that the defendant be imme· 
diately placed under arrest and placed in charge of the bailiff until the 
conditions of t he verdict are complied with. 

The meeting then adjourned for two hours. On the reassembling of 
the meeting at 7.30 the chairman stated that the marriage contract had 
been witnessed, and that the jury and all officers connected with the case 
were honorably discharged, and after the adoption of a motion tender­
in g' a vote of thanks to thA ladies of Circle City for t he support and 
assistullce given the plaintiff during the trial, the meeting adjourned. 
'When it is considered that at the time of this meeting there was 110 jail 
in Ci rcle City, and that if the defendant had chosen the alternative of 
imprisollment the expense. of providing- a jail and maintaining the p ris­
oner for two years would have fallen on the mitlers themselves, 110t only 
the Draconian justice of their action, but their self· sacrificing devotion 
to principle becomes apparent. 

The following succinct entry from the records of Circle City indicates 
how easy itwas for a miners' meeting to settle a dispute as to the owner· 
ship of property: 

Meeting, September 20, 1896. Stella W in good ~, . Mr. Holden. 
Miss Stella Win good states that Mr. Holden has her clothing' and 

refu ses to give it up. Chair appoints Mr. Lester to bring Mr. Holden 
before the meeting. Mr. Holden sent word that he would not come. 
Moved and seconded that a committee of three be appointed to demand 
Miss W.'s clothing from Mr. Holden. Carried. Also that lady should 
accompany the committee and dema11dherclothing.Carried.Com. 
mittee reports that the clothing has been returned. A djourned. 

During the past summer a United States commissioner took up his 
residence ill Oircle City, qualifying ill October, and the miners' meeting, 
which all llIUSt admit had its good points, has given way to formal 
judicial proceedings. 

The absence, prior to the past summer, of any fUllctionary qua lified 
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to solemnize a marriage contract caused some inconvenience, but the 
following marriage agreement, duly signed and witnessed, satisfied all 
concerned: 

This agreement of marriage, made and entered into this 3d day of 
August, 1896, by and between Richard Roe, of Circle City, Alaska, and 
Mamie Doe, of the same place, witnesseth: That whereas the parties 
hereto are desirous of entering into the marriage relation and there is 
no officer or minister or other person competent 'Or authorized to solem· 
nize a marriage in Oircle Oity, Alaska, or in auy place accessible thereto : 
Now, therefore, in consideration of the mutual promises of marriage 
heretofore made by and between us and each of us, we do hereby mutu­
ally and severally agree to and do enter into the marriage state, I, the 
said Richard Roe, hereby agreeing to take her: the said Mamie Doe, as 
my lawfully wedded wife, and I, the said Mamie. Doe, hereby agreeing 
to take him, the said Richard Roe, as my lawfully wedded husband. 

The most important institution in Oircle Oity is the Miners' A.ssocia­
tion. This is a beneficial organization of the miuers of the Birch Creek 
district, whose object is the relief of memberR in sickness aud distress. 
The preseut membership is 225, but many of the members are absent, on 
the Kloudike and elsewhere. The init.iation fee is one ounce of gold 
($17), and the dues are $1 per month, any extraordinary expenditure 
being covered by a subscription. This organization t akes the lead in 
all works of charity. During the latter part of October, 1897, a large 
number of men coming from Dawson in small boats were caught in the 
ice at various points above bere, and in several cases had their feet 
badly frozen. Wben such a case was reported the 1\,liners' Association 
would immediately organize a relief party, hire a dog team at $50 a 
day, and have the unfortnnate man brought into town, the expense 
being paid through a subscription. The association has a library of 
about 1 ,000 volumes which would serve as a model, in the class of hooks 
it contains, for any community in the country. All the standard nov­
elists and poets are represented, while the complete works of Huxley, 
Darwin, TyndaU, Oarlyle, Prescott, Macaulay, Hume, Motley, l~uskin , 

Irving, and many others have place OD the shelves. Some of the stand­
ard illustrated papers are kept on file, aDd chess and checker boards 
are at the disposal of the members. A fiDe morocco·bound quarto Bible 
has the place of honor on the reading table. The seeker for scientific 
facts and miscellaneous information has access to the Encyclopedia 
Britannica., while the letter writer in quest of superlatives to describe 
to his friends at home bis unique surroundings h as at hand the latest 
edition of the International Dictionary. The library is largely drawn 
on by the residents of the town, who are permitted to witbdraw books 
on the payment of a small fee. Oalling recently at a cabin occupie!i by 
three miners, the writer found one of them reading" Bourrienne's Napo­
leon, another Kinglake's Invasion of the Crimea, while the third was 
devouring Trilby, dropping an emphatic remar], llOW and then which 
indicated that the passages in French met with his disapprobation. 
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The association is accomplishing much good in toe community througu 
tlla eclucational influence of its library and the model conduct of its 
member~. As before stated, it is purely a beneficial org'anization and 
has nothing whatever to do with miners' meetings, so called, except as 
its members participate therein as individuals. 

About the middle of September, 1807, the f'ituation in regard to tIle 
food snpply for the winter became critical, through the ::mnonncemellt 
of Capt. J . E. Hansen, assistant Ruperintendent of the Alaska Com­
mercial Company, while en route from Fort Yukon to Dawson, toat 110 

more freight would be left here during the season, and the statemcntof 
toe local agent of the North Americ3Jn Transportation aud T'ratlil1g 
COml)any, tllat woile the orders of their regular cllstomers would be 
filled no surplus provisions could be landed by their boatlS. The com­
panies took the position, in view of the serious shortage of provisions 
at D a wson, that it was their du ty to the people there to carry as mnch 
freight as possible to that place, stating that the people of Circle City, 
being only eighty-five miles from Fort Yukon, where there were amplc 
supplies, could freight their ontfits from tllat point. The miners of the 
Birch Creek district felt that this proposed action of the companies 
would work a great hardsnip to them, as it would make it impossible 
to begin work in the mines until ,cry late in the season, on account of 
the loss of time in freighting s npplics, to sa.y nothing of toe additiollal 
expellse of 20 or 25 cents per pouJI(I involved. They were almost 
entirely destitute of proviSIons, the companies seIring them ollly ellongh 
to last from day to day. This was the coudition of a.ffairs OLl September 
19, when a mIners' meeting was held to take actioll in the mat.ter, some 
fort,y men beillg in attendance. At this meeting {t committee was 
appointed to take a census of tIle people in town and ill the mines, 
ascertaiu the amount of supplies they would require for the winter, anel 
wait upon the captain of the Jlcxt steamer ou its arrival amI require 
him to lanel enough snpplies to fi11 their orders. On the 20th fortr­
three men signed an agreement "to be at the bank of the river OLl 

the arrival of the first steamer, to reeei\'e orders from the committee 
appoillted to wait upon. t ll e captain of sa id Rteamer." The censns of 
the peOl)le of the district showed that there were lSS men without 
supplics, and a list was made up by the committoe of the amollllt of 
provisions that 'would be required to snstain them dnrillg tIle 'Tinter, 
many of tlie 188 persons in the meautime filing- thcir orders at the 
storc§. 

The steamer II real'e, of the N ortll American Transportation allCI 
Trading Company, arrived on the evening of the 21st. The committee 
placed all armed gnard OIL tIle s teamcr to prevellt bel' departure during 
the nigh t, and the next llloruing, with the assistance of their support­
ers, t ook from the llOat, against the protest of the captaill, twcllty tO ll S 
of food snppli es. T11e B eifa, belollging to tIle Alnska Commercial 
Company, arrived Oll t11e 2l.ith, and the comlllittee, a~~i~ted by tlJe men 
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who bad pledged tbeir snpport, took tbirty·seven tons of provi;;ions; 
from bel'. A prominent miller who was present durillg tIle unloading 
of the goods from the Be!la bas fUl'lli slil'd the following statement : 
"A committee of five mell was appointed to wait on Oaptain Dixon of 
the Bclla anti inform bim of tlw situation here witb reference to the 
scarcit.y of provisions. Vi'e had a list of those supplies wllil·h we con· 
sidered absolutely necessary to carry us through the winter, anel we 
submitte<l that l ist to bill). I believe tIle list calleti for sufficient 
provisions for 188 men, the number at that time known to be m the 
district without supplies. The captaiu said that his or(leN were to. 
leave llotbillg here, and that be would leave llothing-that if ',e took 
anythiug off we "Would do it agaiust his protest. We then stationed 
men at \'arious points-oue on the gang plauk, one iu the store, amI one 
in the warehouse- to see that the goods were properly delivered to 
tIle warebouse, and our men went aboard tlle boat and took oft· thirty­
seven tOllS. No arms were u sed and ]10 force was applied. We simply 
insisted Oil the company leaving enough provisions to fill our orders. 
We did not fill our list completely; but we got plenty of flour, bacon, 
butter, and evaporated potatoes." Oapt. 1.:' . n . Ray, U. S. A ., WllO was 
a passenger 011 tbe B ella., protested against the action of the miners, 
iJ~forming them that it was unlawfll1. Thpir spokesman replied tbat 
tl.lere was 110 law Lere; that tLe Governmeut llad failed to phtte officials 
bere to protect them in tIle-ir rights, and that tiley were forced to take 
the law into their own Lands in self·protection. In both cases of the 
forcible removal of provisions fwm the steamers the mill ers requested 
tbe agents of tbe companies to cIleck off t.he goods as they were placed 
in the warehouses, and tlle agents did tllis, the goods beiug subse· 
quently sold to the miners, in accordall ee wit.L tbe onlers '"hich they 
had placed at t : e stores, at the compallies' prices. The effect of the 
movemellt was to compel the companies to supply provisiolls necessary 
t o sabsist the miners during the winter, and there was 110 confisoation 
of goods, a s has been stated at Dawsou. An arme(l gnard, furnished 
by the miuers tbClllsehes, patrolled the B olla., which lay 11ere allnjg'ht, 
to protect her cargo from possible theft by lawless charade)'s. 

Early ill December a pl'OlJ1illent mine ownet of the Birch Creek dis· 
trict, wbo was visitillg Circle City, was reCJ.ucsted to secure for . use in 
tbis chapter a copy of the local mining laws of the Mastodon district, 
and he promised to do so. Durillg' holiday week the following letter 
was received from him: 

I scnt to the recorder of Mastodon, as you r equested , for a copy of 
its laws, amI in close herewith his reply, t hilll';ing it may amuse YOll, 
allil believing you llave too much sense to ue offended. The writer is 
an llollest, sensible, hard·working mall, and highly estpellled hy all ,~rho 
know him, and his note is simply all inelex of the feelillg' or clist1'l1"t 
witll which old·timers, or at least the greater part of tlielll, yiew Gov­
ernll1ellt officittls, alld the inllovatioll s wllicli are taking lll;l te ill uotll 
the llliuiug and civil laws. Tlle few Goverument officials tlia t Uncle 
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Sam has sent us heretofore have, it is believed, done little good for the 
country or the Government, while it is strongly suspected that they 
have abused the powers of their office by levying blackmail on the 
commercial companies, saloon keepers, and others. I do not allude to 
the present officials; they have yet to prove themselves. 

It is a pretty general sentiment that the Oregon Code of civil laws 
and the United States mining law are inadequate to our needs, as our 
isolated position, short seasons, and severe climate difler from those of 
any other portion of the United States. Our old system of government, 
by means of miners' meetings, was on the whole very efficient, and 
crime was almost unknown. Whether the present system is, or is likely 
to be, a success, you have an opportunity to judge for yourself. . 

I inclose herewith a copy of the Miller Creek mining laws. 
The following are the laws of Miller Creek: 
The recording fee for each location and transfer of claims shall be 

$2.50. 
Tl.Jree hundred dollars' worth of work must be done on each claim 

and in each year. If said amount of work bas not been,done by the 1st 
of July in each year, it must be done during that month, or declared 
vacant. Three inspectors shall be elected to determine whether the 
req uired amount of work has been done on each claim, an d their decision 
shall be final. 

A fraction of a claim shall do assessment work in proportion to its 
length. 

No claim shall for any cause be laid over for a, season. 
No claim owner shall ground· sluice stumps or sod outo the claim 

below l.Jilll . 
Each claim holder is entitled to dump tailings for a space of tlnee 

box lellgths on the claim below him. 
The unwritten laws and customs of the Birch Creek district, as near 

as cau be ascertained, are as follows: i;, 

A. claim consists of 500 feet lengthwise of a gulch and from rim to 
rim in width. 

Each discoverer of a new gulch shall be entitled to an additional 500 
fee t. 

Claims shall be nUlllbered above and below Discovery. 
A claim owner is entitled to all of the timber on his claim, but all 

timber above the rim 011 the side hill is free for all. 
A mall is entitled to locate one claim for himself, and for no one el e, 

on each gulch, and lJavil1g used his right once on a gulch can not do so 
again. 

Previously to recordillg, provided no vested interests are jeopardized, 
a locator may cut his llame off his stakes and relocate on the same 
gulclJ. 

An alien is entitled to the sallle privileges as a citizen ill locatillg' and 
working mining ground. 

Nothing in the local mining laws shall be construed to prevent a 
locator from buying' claims. 

The custom relative to tl.Je rights of aliens originated in the Forty 
Mile district, where, until recently, there was a local dispute as to the 
location of the boundary line, the Canadians and Americans agrecillg, 
for mutual protectioll, to the provision as given above. Whell the 
Bircl.J Creek mines were discovered many Canadians came. down ill the 
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stampede from Forty Mile, and their American friends decided in pub­
lic meeting to perpetuate the custom here. 

Wages of labol'ers in Oircle City are $6 per day, but there is very 
little employment of any kind to be had, and there are probably 100 
idle men in the town who are anxIOUS to work. Clerks in the stores 
receive from $75 to $125 per month and board, the latter salary being 
paid to bookkeepers. 

Prices in Circle City are substantially the same as in Dawson and 
Forty Mile. Speculative prices are not as high for many articles on 
account of proximity to the source of supplies, the rate for freight­
ing between Fort Yukon and this place being but 25 cents per pound, 
while it is $2 per pound from Fort Yukon to Dawson. In some 
special cases as great prices have been paid here as on the K londike. 
Good dogs command from $150 to $400 apiece, and in one or two 
instances $500 apiece has been offered for very fine dogs, $4,000 hav­
ing been offered and refused for the eight· dog team a view of which 
appears. Whisky is quoted at $50 a gallon, but can not be had even 
at that price. Some has recently sold for $20 per bottle. Unrectified 
high wines, for which there is an active demand, command $30 per 
gallon. Candles are quoted at $7.50 per box (120) at the stores, but they 
are scarce, as high as $30 per box having been paid for them outside 
the stores. Flour costs $37 per 100 pounds, the Circle City price with 
Fort Yukon freight added. Coal oil is quoted at $1 per gallon at the 
stores, but commands $7 per gallon in the hands of speCUlators. FiFe­
wood is $16 per cord, laid down at the door, with $5 added for cutting 
into stove lengths. The dog team shown in the illustratiou can haul two 
loads of a cord each per day. While many luxuries are not to be had at 
any price, there is an ample visible supply of the staples to carry the 
commullity through till midsummer; so, although there must of neces­
sity oe some privation, there will be no actual starvation, 'as was freely 
predicted three months ago by many who now admit they were mistaken. 

During holiday week a lunch room was opened in Circle City, with 
bill of fare as follows: Ooffee and sandwich, 50 cents; cof1'ee and pie, 
50 cents; coffee and doughnuts, 50 cents; hot cakes and maple sirup, $1. 
January 10 the proprietor began serving meals; price, $1.25. 

The Miners' Association of Circle City haviug expressed a desire to 
state their grievances against the commercial companies doing business 
on the Yukon, five questions were prepared, coveringthepoints on which 
the most general complaint is heard on allllands, and submitted to the 
association for consideration. These questions and the replies of tIle 
Miners' Assoeiation thereto are as follows: 

1. What reasons have you for asserting that there exists an unlawful 
combination in the nature of a trust between the companies doing 
business here ~ 

The facts speak for themselves. They have raised the prices 50 per 
cent over last year's quotations. They themselves confess to a rise of 20 
per cent. The rise is uniform as between the two companies, except when 
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either is ont of an article, alld t11en the ot11er c11arges whatever price it 
may see fit. Besides, we lla ve the assurance of Mr. Ely A . Gage, brother­
in-law of the president of the North American 'l'rtLllsportation itlld 
Trad ing Company, tbat Mr. Sloss a.nd Mr. Weare ltad all understandil lg 
in vVasbingtoll as to the policy of their respective companies, so that 
neither would hurt the other. 

2. What proof have you to offer t11at the companro~ take ad vantage 
of the scarcity of all article to raise the price V 

The most prominent fre igbter ltere last year stated. tbat he deliyerod 
over twenty tons of freight to the different gulches with tlJe advallce 
of hi ceuts per pouud added on the gronnd that the goods had to be 
freighted lip from Fort Yukon, when everyoue knew that less tban 
1,000 pounds had at that time been brought from Fort Yukon. It is 
notorious that it was the policy of the North American Transportation 
and Trading Company to winter their boat at Fort Yukon, when they 
might just as well haye brought her to Circle City, this course being 
pursued in order that they might have an excuse to mulct the miners 
as auove stated. Billiard tables, bar fixtures, furniture for houses of 
easy virtue, and all the paraphernalia that contribute to the consump­
tion of alcollolie liquors, as well as large quantities of liquors) are 
fi'eighted up the river to the exclmlion of necessary food supplies. 

3. Is it true that the two companies, or either of them, have refl1s~d 
to sell goods for cash to certain persons for protesting against alleged 
abnf'.efl of power, favoring those who tactily acqniesce ill Lheir action ~ 

This matter is so open and notorious that the managers of the com­
panics willllot deny t11at they still maintain tha.t they have the right 
to sell goods bow and to whom they please. 

4. IIave the companies failed to keep their agreements with the 
millers ~ lfso, in wbat r espect f 

}\fr. Jallles IlL Wilson, the superintendent of the Alaska COl1lmereial 
CompallY, and Mr. George Ellis, representing the North Ameriean 
Tran sportation and Trading· Company, soleull1ly promised the miners 
in a public meeting ill Circle City that, providing the credit business 
was discoutillued, they would reduce tbe price of goods 33:\- per cellt to 
the miners. Neither l:ompany sell s anything H OW except for cash, aud, 
notwithstanding their prom ise to l'educe prices 33} per cellt, they COII ­
cede to a ri se of 20 per cent, but which in reality is oyer GU per cent. 

G. Are the charges for merchandise extortiollate ~ Give instances. 
Si,rash tobacco, that costs 8~ oents per ponnd and sold last year for 

50 cents, is now selling fur $1. Rnbber o\'erSI1Oes that sold last year 
for $~.5 0 this year sell for SG. De;;iccated potatoes that sold last year 
for SU per ca,1l bave bee n oolel this year for $:?8, or $ 1 per 110ullt1. 
Mocca,sins that cost 50 cents per pair and sold lu!'l t year for $2.50 ~ell 
this year for $3.5U per pail'. H,oast beef that sol<llast year for 50 ceIlts 
per cau sells tb.is yeal' tor 75 ceut· per can. Tea tilat "Costs 3 3 eeuts per 
pou ll d in San Franeisco aull sold last year for $1 per pounelsells this 
year for $1.50 per pound. Pitt~d plums that cost ill the San Frallciseo 
IUarl;et 75 cents per box sell llere for $7J)(), and other f mitR ill propor­
tioll. Beans that cost 1 cent per ponncl on the outside ~('ll for 15 cents 
per POllUd bere. Bntter that sell s for 320! CClltS in San I,'rallcisco sell R 
here for 75 cellts per pound. All killd s of (]rug · are sold at!ill per ounce, 
m:lIIyof the artil·lm; sold being bougut for (j and t; CCllts per pouud 01L 

tIle ou ts ide. Calico that costs 4~ cellts per ;rant ill San Francisco sellg 
for 25 anc135 cents per y1tnl llere, and as 110 charge is 111ade of less thall 
25 cents tIle percelltag'o of profi t made Oil 1I0tioml rallg'cs into tIle tllOu­
sands. We might go on indefinitely; but allowing tlte mO:it extrava-
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gant charges for transportation and IH11ldling goods, we maintain that 
the companies ma,ke a profit of 450 per cent on an average over and 
above expenses. 

The steamer Cleveland sailed August 5 from Seattle for St. M.ichaels, 
ehartercll by the North American Transportation and Tradill g COUl­
p~1lly at $10U per day, including the pay of the crew. She made one 
round trip in less than forty days. She brought up IG3 passellgers at 
$~OO each, illcluding L.iO pounds of baggage, allowing 150 poullds of 
extra baggage at lU cents per pound, aDd unloaded 1,400 tOilS of mer­
chanuise at St. lVIichaels. This trip cost the North American Trans­
portation and Trading Company $G,OOO, includillg the expellse:,; of 
subsisting the crew. 'l'he receipts from the 1G3 passengers, including 
tbe charges for 20,000 pounds of extra baggage, amounted to $34,GOO. 
DeductiIlg from this amount the $G,OOO expenses to St. Micllaels, the 
company had remaining $28,GOO, or $20.43 per ton, with which to trans­
port the 1,400 tOilS of freight from St. Michnel~ to Circle City and 
Dawson. According to the very best evidence obtainable from river 
mell, tbeactual costofbringilJg freight from St. Micbaels to Circle City 
never llas exceeded $20 per ton; yet the compr"nies, as a preliminary 
cbargf', place 8 cents per p01lnd against transportation, when river men, 
of whom there are many here, are unanimous in agreeing that this is 
the best river iu the world for freighting and that an indepelldeut for­
tune could be made ill a single year by Jayiug down Sall Francisco 
freight in Circle City at 2 cents per pound. Of course we know that 
the compaJlies talk about the price they have to pay for wood ($4 per 
cord ), hut we also know tbat they average 500 per cent profit on the 
goods they excha.nge for tbis wood, reuucing tbe actual cost to 80 cents 
per cord, not to mention the profitable trading business they do with 
the Indians along the river . . 

FORT YUKON AND THE EXODUS. 

Fort Yukon is situated on the north lJank of the Yukon, about 385 
miles below Dawson and ten miles above the mouth of the Porcupine 
Rivcr, just within the Arctic Oircle. In the early day3 t118 Hudson 
Bay Company had :it tradillg post here, but the lJuildings were burned 
by the Indians many years ago and the post abandoned. During the 
past season both commercial companies, 011 account of the low water 
ou the Yukon Flats, were obliged to land several hundred ton s of freigllt 
at Fort Y II kOll, and they have erected buildings and established posts 
there. 

Of the five or six hundred men who weTe forced to come down the 
river from Dawson about three hundred went to Fort Yukon, where 
some two hU\ldrcd and fifty are spendiug the winter, the others having 
passed on to Minook and other points OIl the lower river. Great inter­
est centers in Fort Yukon, as it is the point where the authorities in 
Daws'OIll assurecl the thousand or more men whom they attempted to 
force down the river that there were six or seven hundred tOil'; of food 
supplies, l'I.ud where the commercial companies represented to the p eople 
of Circle City that they could obtain ample provisions for the winter. 
The fact is no,,' apparent that while th ere were fully as mallY tOllR of 
freight at Fort Yukon as stated, more than olle-balf of it consisted of 
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whisky, high wines, cigars, tobacco, bardware, etc., and that if the move­
ment to force the people ont of Dawson and the effort to induce Circle 
City to depend upon that sonrce of supply had proved wbolly success­
ful there would have been a llincb more serious shortage of provisions 
on this stretch of the r iver than now prevails at Dawson. 

Amollg those who went down the river in October were a large nnm­
bel' of mell without means, wbo had received assurances in the speeches 
made at public meetings in Dawson that they would be provided with 
supplies at Fort Yukon. On their arrival at that place they found the 
local representatives of the commercial companies averse to ratifying 
the assurances made at Dawson, and about the 1st of November an 
armed mob of seventy men made a demonstration against the caches of 
the two companie , which are situated :lbOllt three miles apart. Capt. 
P. H . Ray, U. S. A., who was at the cache of the Alaska Commercial 
COlllpany, and wbo ordered the mell to disperse, was held by force until 
he agreed to accede to their terms-the issuance of a seven months' 
outfit to every man at Fort Tukon without meau s. This demand was 
made for the reason that the companies were selling to eacb man but 
ten days' provisions at a time, thus practically holding tbe people in 
Fort Yukon in idleness and making it impossible for them t o go out 
prospecting. A committee of seven men was appointed, to which was 
delegated the duty of passing upon the applications of destitutcs for 
outfit;; . The methods punued by the committee ","ere so lax, ill the 
opiuion of Uaptaill Ray, wbo, in the meantime, had organized a civilian 
force to support bim, that he al>rogated the powers of the committee, 
assumed full charge of affairs, and raised the American flag over both 
caeh es. 

Up to the 1st or December 220 men lJad beell outfitted at the two 
stores, 130 of th ese receiving their outfits as cl estitutes and giving their 
notes, payable ill oue year, t he Government securing the companies 
for all bad debts. Captain Ray states that be took this course relative 
to {he 130 men for the reason that, beillg destitute, they would kwe to 
be fed uutil the opening of navigation. He felt that it would do no 
good to hold them in Fort Yukon and feed them in idleness, and that 
by giYing thelll supplies uIltil June 1 they would be enabled to go out 
prospecting and develop the country. Re wished also to avoid, as far 
as possible, the eompli.catiOlJS liable to arise among so large a number of 
idle men, many of whom were desperate over their failure to realize 
their expectations in the Klondike district. Captain Ray sta.ted, on 
December 1, that there was a sufficient supply of food at Fort Yukon 
to support aoo people until JUlle 1. Botb cacbes were out of coffee, 
t ea, an(l candles, but there was an abundance of flour, bacon, riee, etc., 
to last evcn beyond the date named. Cutting wood for the s teamboats 
and prospecting are the only occupations the country afford ~, and a 
large number of men arc cutting wood and quite a ]lumber ha ye gone 
into the mouutains to prospect. 
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The following is a typical seven·months' outfit furnisiled by the com­
panies to destitutes: 
250 pounds flour ............................... ... ........................ . 
50 ponnds b acon ....... . .. .. ........................... . .............. ... . 
60 ponnds beans ............ " . .......................................... . 
30 p onnc1s rice ................................ . . .. ............ .... ...... . . 
3 pounds baking powder ...... .. .......... .. . .. ....... ..... ............. . 

16 pounds butter ............................ .. . . ........ . .... . ........... . 
2 cases ,egetables (2 dozen 2·pound cans) . . ................ ..... .. .. ..... . 

75 pOlmus evaporat ed fruits ...... .. . .. .. . .......................... . ..... . 
1 pound soda ....... .. ..... .. . .... .......... .. . . ... ..... ............ .. .. . 
1 gallon vinegar (or I ! gallons pickles, at $2.50) ........... .. ..... .. . .... . 

50 pounds sngar ..................... ""'" ............. .. ............... . 
30 pounds l ard . ............... .... . ... ... , . .... ........ . .. ... ............ . 
2 pounds salt ......... ... . .. , ... .. .. ....... .. ........ . .... .. ............ . 
3 pounds coffee " " ....... . ........ . .............. . ...... ...... . ,., ..... . 
1 d07.en cans condensed milk ........... . ....................... ....... .. . 
1 case roast beef (1 dozen 2-pound cans) ... .... .............. . ....... ... . . 
1 case corned h eef (1 dozen 2·pound cans) .... ... ............ . ......... .. . 
2 gallons sirup . . .. , ............................... .. ......... . .......... . 

10 candles ....... , ................................................. , .. ... . 

$25.00 
20.00 
7.20 
6.00 
3.00 

12.00 
20.00 
22.50 

.50 
2.00 

12.50 
9.00 

. 20 
1. 50 
5.00 
9.00 
6.00 
5.00 
1.00 

Total .................• ......... ......... .... ... .............. . ...... 167.40 

A quotation of tile special prices charged for a few sample articles by 
the North American Transportation aud Trading Company at Fort 
Yukon during the past fall (when the other company was out of them) 
may be interesting, as indicative of commercial methods on the Yukon: 
Evaporated potatoes were sold for $28 per can, tbe price charged for 
them by the same company at Circle City being $14 per can; chewing 
tobacco, $2.50 per pound, the Circle City price being $1; tea, $2 per 
pound, the Circle City price being $1. The explanation given for the 
special charge for potatoes is tbat the agent, being a new man and 
unfamiliar with the company's schedule of fixed prices, inadvertently 
doubled the price. As to the othe.r items, it is explained that the articles 
were purchased at the Circle City store at the retail l)rices there and 
that the advanced price.s were charged to cover 25 cents per pound 
freight and to meet the requirement of the comp'any that each station 
shall make a profit on its transactions, a rule which no doubt produces 
results gratifying to the stockholders, but which works great hardship 
to the helpless consumer. Some special prices prevail at the Fort Yukon 
station that are probably more properly attributable to the scarcity of 
the articles involved than to high freight rates; for instance, 8·inch fiat 
mill fi les, costing 75 cents per dozen at wholesale and selling heretofore 
at 75 cents apiece, are sold this winter at $1.50 apiece, while silk haud· 
kercbiefs that cost $8 pe.~ dozen outside are sold to the Indians at from 
$5 to $8 apiece; according to color. A quart of coal oil, the largest 
quantity sold at one time, costs the consumer $2. 

About the 1st of October, when the Klondike exiles began to arrive 
at Fort Y ukon, there were only two or three log cabins iu the place, and 
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many who were unsupplied with tents were forced to sleep in the open 
air. During the fall some thirty-five or forty comfortable callins were 
erect~d) and uearly everyone is well housed fortlle Will ter. Fortuuately, 
the winter so far lIas lleen the mildest ever known bere, tbe lowest tem­
perature recorded being 44 degrees below zero and the m('rcury stalld­
iug abo,e the zero mark for weeks at a time; consequently, tbere bas 
been much less suffering than was allticipated. 

ALASKA, ITS MINERAL AND AGRICULTURAL RESOURCES, 
CLIl\fATIC CONDITIONS, ETC. 

One of the best books TI"{'itten on Alaska, and the one which contains 
tbe most accurate information relatiye to the Yukon region, is Victor 
WilsOll'S Guide to tbe Yukon Gold Fields. This gifted author spent 
tlle summer of 1894 on the Ynkon, and the results of his ollservations 
were published in January, lS!)5, almost simultaueously with his deatb, 
the direct outcome of the exposure and lJ.ardships of his journey through 
Alaska. Wllile the book, ou account of its hurried preparation, sllows 
some defects, it coutains a vast amount of information of remarkaule 
accuracy, presented iu a most charming style. Mr. Wilson's work has 
been nsed freely_ in the preparation of tllis report, not in the appropl'i. 
ation in any reprehensible degree of the material contained therein, but 
ratller as a guide and inspiration in wandering through an almost 
pathless wiluel'lless of isolated and elusive facts . The liberty is taken 
of making the following quotation from the iutrodnction to the book: 

The rnsh to the Yukon last spring saw many prospectors in tlle 
field ,lith the most promising reRults. Many llew creeks were discov­
ered of great extent and richnes::., and all tlle old mi li es yielJed tetter 
results than ever before. No creek in the entire basin which was pros· 
pected with a ny degree of lJrecision failed to show at le.ast a color. 
'1'he estimated amouut of gold taken out of the country last year Il<1S 

been placect a", lligh as $1,UOO,000, and while this is highly improuable, 
the lllany who have returned with amounts v~1I'yillg from $.),UOO to 
$35,000 prove beyond a douut tllat the country is one of gn'at richncss. 
With these facts fresh uefore the public, at a time when the brawn and 
mnscle of our great nation is a lmost at a standl'itill, it lUay }'C'al'iollatly 
be expected that many will turn their aLtell tion in this direction, and it 
is tllerefore the purposc of these pages to give s llch information as will 
be of tenefit to those who underta ke the trip. 

The Uhilkoot Pass is the only route used to any extent at presellt hy 
the miners, and is the shortest llortage from salt water to the llavigallle 
waters of tlle Yukon. This ronte leads over t.he Chilkoot Pass down 
the lake to Lewes Hiver, thence down the Yukon to t Il e mines rLt 
different points on tllat river. '1'he trip is one of difficultie. ,wlliclt will 
tax the elldurallce and nerve of tlle most hardy, and ollly su(:h men call 
reasollably expect to succeed, for ollly with the most in cessant toil, Ruch 
[IS packing provisiolls over pathles' mOllntains, towing a. heavy uoat 
against a five to an eight mile current over battered bowlt16J's, dig-g:iug: 
in the bottomless frost, sl('epin g wllere lligllt. overtake,', fighting' gnats 
and mosq uitoes ty the million, f;.hootin g seethin g rapids l1lld ('allyonR, 
and endurin g for seven long' montlls a relentless cold which never rises 
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above zero and freqnently falls to 80 degrees below-any man physic­
.ally endowed to overcome these ob~tacles who will go there for a few 
years can by strict attention to business make a good stake, with the 
possibilities of a fortune. 

The climate is one unequaled for health, the summer months are 
delightful, game is plenty ill season, and the winters, while cold, are 
healthy an<lhelp to recuperate the lost vitality from the incessant toil 
of tlJe summer. 

The ncxt few years will see wagon roads and trails through the Coast 
Range, steamers on the lakes and upper river, and tile whole of tlle vast 
upper counti'y will be made accessible to the miner. Then hundreds 
will flock there, and ten years will see a population of 100,000 people ill 
the Yukon Basin. Then its vast richuess will become the by-word of 
tIle world, for it is a poor man's country-nature has stored her treasure 
in a safe of ice with a time lock which opens only ill the lon g sunny days 
of snmmer. Hydraulic mining is made impossible owing to the lack of 
water, for only the glacial drip of the hills is accessible in the gulches 
which carry the most gold. This will make its period of productivelless 
mnch greater, while capital will find lucrative iuvestmeuts iu the ri ch 
lodes of gold, iron, coal , and copper, and ill the bars of the ri vel's, ,,-hich 
hfWC become no longer useful to the pan or crad le in the hands of t he 
miner_ ..c\..1l along- the whole ronte from the Coast l~angc down to old 
Fort Yukon the close observer can see vast treasures in the moun ta ins­
coal, marLle, and copper-only waiting for the couutry to develop to 
such all extent as to bring them within reach of the outside world . 

'l' lte coun try sonth of the Pelly Hi vel' is quite well tirulJered. It is a 
good grazing country; all the hardy vcgetables grow well, and eveu 
whe,lt ripens. 

It is a tille game and fish country. Bear of several varieties, moose, 
caribou, wolves, aud many fur-bearing auimals abound . It is doubtless 
the greatest country in the world for the silver and tlJe black fox. 'rhe 
rivers ancllakes are teeming with many varieties of fish, while grouse 
alld raLbits are numerol~s along the shore. Water fowl of many kiuds 
arc plenty, and their long sojourning in these inland waters gives to 
their t1esh a flavor which, although high and gamy, never a,cquil'es that 
replI lsive, fi shy taste so universal to the fowls of this coast. 

vVhpu OIlCC this country is made accessible from the SOlllld points by 
proper transportation facilities it can be reached in ten days. Then it 
will become one of the greatest tourist conntl'ies of the world , for 
wbere is grallder scenery, a morc beautiful climate, or a more favored 
spot than in this lakc country during three mouths in sUlIllller ¥ Tbe 
shores are bordered by strips of green meadow, bedecked with wi ld 
roses and an endless variety of flowers of the most delicate tints, while 
terraced open aud timbered slopes stretch away to high monntaius, 
wllich in turn are backed by snow-capped peaks. During the \...-hole 
summer scarcely any rain falls, with the exceptiou of au oc casiollal 
thundershower; the sun is seldom lost sight of, cxcept for a brief period 
at nig-lIt. 

"Within three years it will be possible to leavc Seattle in the spring, 
work in the mines all summer, alld return ill the fall. Tbeu the 
importance of these vast gold fields will come to be realized, and in t he 
near future the word Yukon will associate itself so closely with that of 
gold that its mere mention will convey impressions of an .l!:ldorado 
rivaling that of fab le. 

The foregoing, read in the light of recent events, shows that the 
writer was endowed with the spirit of propbecy. The following extract 
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from tlle introduction to Miner V.,T. Bruce's work 011 Alaska, published 
in 18:l5, indicates tllat he, too, held substantially the same views in 
regard to the future of that Territory: 

The field is large, and already the dawning of great enterprises fills 
the minds of ambitious projectors. Gold fields are to be opened up 
railways built, possibly with a span of communicatiou witll tlle Old 
World, besides many other projects ,yhich will cause the active Ameri­
can brain to vibrate witll new vigor. And if the writer can awaken 
any patriotic sen timellt to further and protect the iuterests of this 
grand Territory, lie will be satisfied. 

He cau not consistently ad vise those seeking a place to make a home, 
or those looking for a llew field of labor, to choose Alaska, uuless they 
have some means, and a reasonable amount of stamina and good 
health. To any olle possessed of these qualifications, he unhesitatingly 
and unqualifiedly says" Go." 

He is in earnest when be says that he believes the next few years 
will present many opportunities for iuvestment and for laying a 
foundation for lucrative business enterprises, and perhaps wealth. 
But if any oue expects to acquire these without experieucing the hard­
ships and privations incident to pioneer life, he will be disappointed. 

U ntU the past season, on account of the lack of transportation facili­
ties and the consequent impossibility of bringing mining machinery 
iuto the country, but little attention had been given by the miners of 
tlJe Yukon basin to the subject of the possible discovery and develop­
ment of quartz ledges. Now that tbe introduction of machinery within 
the next two or tbrce years is witbin the bounds of probability, an act.ive 
interest is being taken in the search for quartz. It is known to a cer­
tainty that many gold-bearing leads, that can be worked profitably 
under favorable conditions, exist at the head of the north fork of Forty 
Mile Creek and that they have been traced aCFOSS the head of Seventy 
Mile. The great copper belt, which crosses the Yukon at Dawson, 
extends through Alaska to the Copper River country. This belt crosses 
the Tanana Valley from 100 to 150 miles from Circle City, and the 
Indians alld a few white men who have been in that country report that 
native copper is fonnd in large quantities, often in masses weiglling from 
20 to 100 pounds, in the bed of tbe streams, indicating beyond. doubt 
that the region is exceedingly rich in copper. The proposed railroad 
from the llead of Cook Inlet or Prince William Sound, referred to in the 
section on Transportation, would strike the Tanana ill the heart of this 
great copper zone, a fact which effectually disposes of the principal 
objection to the construction of a railroad into a placer mining country 
by the assurance of an immense tonnage of return freight to tide water. 

During the present winter (1897-98) many prospectors have gone 
from Circle City to the head waters of the Tanana River, where it is 
rumored good creeks bave been found, and quite a number have gone 
up the Porcupine from Fort Yukon; so it is quite likely that by the 
middle of the coming summer it will be definitely known whether there 
is allY truth in the marvelous stories told by the Indians relative to the 
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richness of those streams. Without regard to new discoveries, how­
ever, as stated elsewhere, there are thousands of acres of placer ground 
in the various districts tllat will yield fiue retUrllS under the application 
of hydraulic processes, while there are large veins of bituminous coal 
in many localities that offer a.ttractive inducements to capital. 

The Territory of Alaska must necessarily be divided, agriculturally, 
into three districts, each differing from the other in climate, vegetation, 
and physical characteristics. 

The Yukon district is bounded on the north and west by the Arctic 
Ocean and TIering Sea, on the south by the Alaskan Range, and on the 
east by the bouudary line. 

The Aleutian district embraces part of the Alaska peninsula and all 
the islands west of the one hundred and fifty· fifth degree of longitude. 

The Sitkan district includes all our Alaskan possessions south and 
east of the peninsula. 

The Yukon district is the only one immediately considered in this 
report, as the interest now centers in that section. The character of 
the Yukon territory varies from low, rolling hills, fairly easy of ascent 
and covered from foot to crown with a luxuriant growth of vegetation, 
to broad, marshy plains extending for miles on either side of the river, 
especially near its mouth. The rocks vary much, the greater propor­
tion being conglomerate, syenite. quartzite, and sandstone. Trachyte 
and lava abound in many parts of the valley. The superincumbent 
soil also differs in some localities, being sometimes sandy and some­
times clayey. In the latter case it is frequently covered with a growth 
of sphagnum, which causes a deterioration of the soil below it. Over 
a large extent of country it is a rich alluvium, composed of very fine 
sand and vegetable matter brought down by the river and forming 
deposits of indefinite depths, and in such localit.ies fresh-water marlis 
invariably found in abundance. The soil in summer is usually frozen 
at a depth of three or four feet in ordinary situations; in colder ones 
it remains icy to within twelve or eighteen inches of the surface. The 
layer of frozen soil is usually six or eight feet thick, and below that 
depth the soil is often times destitute of ice. This phenomenon is 
undoubtedly traceable to the scant drainage, combined with the non­
conductive covering of moss, which prevents the scorching sun of an 
almost tropical midsummer from thawing out the soil. In places where 
the soil is well drained and is not covered with moss, as in the large 
alluvial deposits near the mouth of the Yukon River, the frozen layer 
is much farther below the surface, and in many places appears to be 
entirely absent. There is no doubt that in favorable situations, by 
drainage and deep plowing, the ice can be entirely removed from 
the ground, and, as will be noticed later on, it is safe to say that this 
subterranean ice layer is essentially due to the mossy accumulations 
that are so prevalent in the Yukon territory. It is quite possible to 
conceive of a locality so depressed and deprived of drainage that the 
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annual moisture derived from the rainfall and melting suow would 
collect hetween the impervious clayey soil aJ1(l sph agnous coverillg, 
congeal during the willter, and be prevented from melting durillg the 
ensuing summer by the noncollductive properties of the mossy cover­
ing. Tbe lesson that the agriculturist or political economist may 
learn from this peculiar formation is that a luxuri aut growth of veg­
etation may exist iu the immediate vicinity of permanent ice, bearing 
its blossoms and maturing its seeds as readily and profusely as in 
situations much more fa,vorable. Hence it is safe to infer that a large 
extent of territory, embracing millions of acres, long considered value­
less, may yet furnish to the settler, if not an abundant harvest, at least 
an acceptable and not inconsiderable addition to his fare of fi sh, game, 
and canned goods. 

The cl imate of this t erritory ill the interior differs from that of the 
seacoast, even in localities comparatively adjacent, that of the coast 
beillg tempered by the vast body of water in Bering Sea, alld many 
southern currents bringing warmer water from the Pacific and makiug 
tbe coast much milder than the country even thirty miles inland. The 
summers, on account of the heavy rainfall and cloudy weatLer, are 
much cooler and less pleasant on the coast than in the interior. TLe 
months of May, June, and July are sunny, fairly warm, and clear as a 
rule, aud the development of plant life is cxtremely rapid. The snow 
11as hardly disappeared before a mass of herl>age has sprung up, and 
the patches which but a few days before presented the appearan ce of 
nothing but a white sheet are now t eeming with an active vegetation, 
producing leaves, :flowers, and fruit in rapid succession. The long 
arctic day seems to have li ttle deleterious effect on plants, as they 
ll ave their period of sleep, even as ill the Tropics, 'rhich is ilJ(lic2.tecl by 
the same drooping of the Icaycs and other signs observed in milder 
climates. 

}\fany people ha,ve a wrong impression as to the duration of day and 
nigh t h ere. WlJile it is true that ill the montll s of June and July and 
part of August the sun is vis il>le for possibly twenty hours ont of the 
twenty.four, and there is no darkness akin to night during the remain­
ing four hours of the day, the spring and autumn are very fi imilar to 
those seasons in a lower latitude, save ill tllO rapidity with wllich the 
hours of snnlight increase or decrease. In the summer months i t is 
only at night tbat the traveler or prospector is al>le to accompli sh ally­
thiJlg, as there is sunli gh t encmgh at midnight to r ead or work by, and 
the cool breezes tLat blow only at that hour bring relief from the stings 
of the myriad insects that ba,e made the tropi c- like llay so unbcaral>le. 

The winter months are not so dark and gloomy as they are generally 
SUPI)Osecl to be. While the sun is visil>le for only a few minutes on 
December 21, the amount of actual sunlight is four alld a h alf hours, 
and even after tile entire dissipation of sunli gh t th e light reflected lJy 
the SIIOW and that borrowed from the a Ul'ora enal>h:s the tl'aveler to 
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pursue his way, while the moonlight in this region seems to attain a 
higher brilliancy than in lower latitudes, it being possible to read by 
its a iti , and photographs of even distant objects have been very suc· 
cessfully t aken by an exposure of fifteen minutes. 

The following table shows the mean temperature of the seasons as 
observed in 1894: 

ME AN .TEl>£PERATURE 0]' EACH SEASON, 1894. 

Locality. 
Season . 

St. :lrlicbaels. N ulato . Ft. Y ukon. 

29 20 14 
53 59 60 

~~~~~,fe; ~: .- __ ~: : ~ ~ ______ __ __________ :::: __ :: :: __ ::: ::: : ~ :::: ______ ::: ::: ::::: ____ :: 
Allt,lllll ll. __ • __ . _ ___ .. .••• . __ . .•. . __ _ _ _ ___ _ __ .•• __ _ • • ... .. _ _ _ . , . __ 26 36 17 
Wiutcr ... ___ _ . . . . . . __ .... . . .. . . ... .. . .. ... . .. .. . .... . . ...... _ . .. . 9 - 14 -24 

TIle present winter (1897-98) has been one of phenomenal mildness. 
Observations of temperature at Circle City tiuring the months of Octo· 
b el', Noyember, and December, 1897, show the following results : 

Octouer: Bo .. m. Bp.m. 
High ....... ... ... . ..... ... .. . ...... ...... . . ...... . ..... .... .. .... 30 30 
Low ................. . .................... .. ..... ... ........... ... -18 - 6 
Mean ........... .................................................. 8 

Novc muer: 
H igh .. ____ . . ......... __ .................... __ ............... __ ... 20 20 
Low ...... __ ..... __ ... __ ....................... . ........... . ...... -40 -39 
Mean . ............. ... .... ... . .... .. , ............ . .............. .. - 7 

December: 
Hi~h . .......... __ ........ ...... .. . ............... ...... .......... 26 6 
Low ......... .. .. .... ......................................... __ .. -34 -30 
~!eall ... ........ .. __ ..... __ . ........... . .......... ___ . .. _ ... . .... . - 6 

The mean annual temperature of the Yukon VnJley, from the mouth 
of tIle river to the boundary line, may be rouglIly estimated at 23 
degrees. The greatest deg-ree of cold ever r ecorded in thi s district was 
77 lleg-rees b elow zero, but such cold as tllis is exceedingly rare, and 
has un t li ttle eDect on the vegetation of the <;ountry,covered, as it is, 
witlI from three to five fee t of snow. 

Open water isfound in many of tlIe tributaries of t he Yukon, even 
in t hc coltiest weather, and many springs are never frozen. Tlli s plIe­
no Lll CIl 011 is particularly noticeable between Circle City and Fort Y ukon. 
Oftentimes when traveling- over a weU-bea ten trail in the coldest 
weatber, wben one's breath is frozen as x:apidly as exh ale!l, a yellow 
sIllUlIge indicates that possible dan ger is lurkin g ill the middle of the 
tra il; uut while you hesitate the smudge disappears and a volume of 
yellow wa,ter uoils over the surfacc of the ice, and you break a new 
trail around the treacherous spot. This peculiar uprising of tile water 
is untioubtedly due to the existence of hot sulphnr springs in the bed 
of the river. The water at tlIese points has a decidedly sulphurous 
taste. 
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The real opportunity for agricultural enterprise in any country can 
llOt be deduced from alluual mean temperature alone, but it is ill a 
measure dependeut on the heat and duration of the summer. It is a 
common occurrence for the tllermometer placed ill the direct rays of the 
SUll to rise gradually to 120 degrees and burst tlle spirit thermometers 
in use here, whiclJ intensity of heat can only be appreciated by one who 
has endured it. TlIe only relief obtainable from the torridness of the 
summer montlls on the Upper Yukon, during which vegetation attains 
an almost tropical luxuriance, is found in the brief time when t lle sun 
sinks almost to the horizon in the north; the transient coolness of the 
midnight air then becomes a blessiug to the weary voyager. 

'l'he annual rainfall for the Yukon Valley is estimated by careful 
observers at about twenty·five inches, while on the coast it is from 
sixty to seventy inches. The snow fall will probably average six feet 
in the Yukon district, although oftentimes it is as much as tell or 
twelve feet. 

In the interior there is much less wind than on the coast, and t IJe 
snow lies as it falls among the trees. Toward spring the gullies and 
r avines are well fi lled, the underbrush covered, and travel with dogs 
becomes easy and pleasant, for the snow, melted on its surface by the 
noonday sun, has been frozen to a crust, rendering snowshoes entirely 
unnecessary. 

In the valley of the Lower Yukon the months of May and June aud 
part of July bring sunny, delightful weather, but the r emainder of tlle 
season is usually rainy-three or four days in the week, at least. In 
the latter part of the summer it is somewhat foggy, but as one ascends 
tIle river the climate improves, and the short summer is dry, hot, and 
pleasan t, ouly varied by an occasional quick shower. 

The climatic law which governs the distribution of trees and plants 
also seems to limit the wanderings of the aborigines. The Eskimos 
extend all along the coast and up the principal ri vers as far as t he tundra 
or flat lands reach. The Indians who populate the interior seldom 
pass without the bound3J.'y of the woods. Neither perform auy agricul­
tural labor whatever, unless one can so designate the picking of wild 
berries, wllich form theil' only vegetable food, except the roots of the 
wild parsnip and the leafstalks of a species of wild rhubarb. Until 
comparatively recent times little h ad been doue toward agricultural 
progress, but the day is not distant wuen many varieties of vegetables 
will be grown around the miners' cabius in this icebound region. 

The first requisite for habitatioll or even exploration in any country 
is timber . With it almost all parts of the Ynkon t erritory are well 
supplied. The treeless coasts even of the Arctic Ocean cau hardly be 
sa.id to be an exceptiou, as they are abundantly supplied with drift­
wood from the immense supplies brought down the mighty Mackeuzie 
and the not less majestic Yukon and other rivers and distributed all 
along the coast line of Alaska by the waves and ocean currents. 
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The largest and most valuable tree found in the Yukon t erritory is 
the white spruce. This beautiful conifer is found over tl1e whole 
country a short distance inland, but largest and most vigorous in the 
vicinity of running water. It attains a height of from 50 to 100 feet, 
and a diameter at tl1e butt of one to two feet. The wood is white, 
close, and strai gl1t grained ; it is easily worked, being light, yet very 
tough-much more so thau its Oregon relative. For spars it l1 as no 
superior, but is, as a rule, too slender for masts. It is very euduring, 
as is evidenced by tl1e existence in tl1e Yukon dist.rict of many houses 
built 'by the Russians sixty or seventy years ago, the timbers of wl1ich 
are to-day as sound as when they were built. It is interesting to note 
in tl1is connection tl1at the age of tue spruce of tl1e Yukon forests, as 
indicated by the annular fiber, is as great as that of the giant Douglas 
spruce of the lower coast, it being not nncommon to find here a tree 
wi th an eigl1t-inch trunk that has attained an age of six or seven 
hUl1dred years. This fact is attributable to climatic conditions, and 
eliminates from the problem of a future timber supply all calcnlations 
as to a new growth (luring' the present cycle. 1'he northern limit of 
this tree is about 67 degrees la titude. The unexplored waters of the 
Tanana bring down the finest logs of this species in the spring 
fresllets. The number of logs discharged annually at the mouth of 
the Yukon is truly incalculable. 

The tree of the next importance is the birch. This tree rarely grows 
over forty feet high and eighteen incl1es in diameter. It is the only 
hard wood found in the Yukon territory, and everytl1ing requiring a 
hard and tough wood (sleighs, snowshoes, etc.) is constructed of birch. 
A black bircl1 is also fouud here, but it is too small to be of much use. 

Tl1ere are also several species of poplar. One of these, the balsam 
poplar , grows to a very large size, frequeutly attaining a height of sixty 
or seventy feet and a diameter of two or three feet. The wood of this 
tree, however, is too soft to be of much importance. 

Willows and alder are more generally distributed than anyotl1ervariety 
of trees. Along every creek in this territory one finds these species in 
great abundance, varying from ten to fifty feet in height, but rarely 
exceeding four or five illches ill diameter . The wood of these trees is 
practically uselesfl, being rotten at the heart, although the inner bark 
of the willow was much used by the natives in making twine for nets 
and seines before they could purchase twine from the commercial com· 
panies now trading on the river. 

Other species of timber rising to the rank of trees in this district are 
the larch and some d warf species of pine-not of such importance, bow­
ever, as to warrant classification in this report, the woods being used 
for fuel when 110 other timber can be easily reached by the traveler. 

The treeless coasts of tl1e t erritory, as well as the lowlands of the 
Yukon, are covered in the springtime with a luxuriant growth of grass 
and flowers . Among the more valuable of the grasses is the well-
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known Kentucky blue grass, which covers millions of acres in the YUKon 
flat lands, and grows luxuriantly even as far llortll as the Peel R i ,er. 
This is one of the most valuable pasture grasses known, as it endures 
the 1ll0~t rigorous winter as easily as the drought of a tropical summer, 
and is without doubt more nutritious than any other sp~cies of grass. 
It is on this grass that the settler who determines to combine agricul­
ture with any other pursuit will depend for his supply of hay for win­
t er feeding. 

The "ood-meadow grass, which in nutritive properties is akin to the 
Kentucky blue grass, is also very abundant, aud would furnish cattle 
with an agreeable and fattening pasturage. 

The blue-joint grass also rl'aches os far north as the Peel River lati­
tude, and grows with a ma,rvelous luxuriance. It r eaches, in favorab le 
situat ions, three or four feet ill height, and may be used advantageouRly 
ill the feeding of cattle. 

Many other g rasses grow abundant.ly and COli tribute largely to the 
snm tot.al of herbage. Two species of southern IYllle grass ore foull d 
in the Yukon district that almost deceive the tra\-eler with t ile aspect 
of grain field s, maturing a perceptible kernel which the small rodents 
lay up in store for winter use. 

Grain has never been sown to any extent in t his district . Barley has 
been trietl at Fort Selkirk, near the mouth of the P elly River, in small 
patcbes, and in the early days at Fort Yukon, :1lld there was success 
at both l)laces in maturing the grain, altllough at botb tbe straw was 
very short. Grain sowin g has never reached beyond tbe experimental 
stage, but these experiments have proved conclusively that grai ll could 
be grown in the Yukoll Valley, a nd in abundauce. It can be Rafely 
averred that suffic iellt grain can be grown in tllis district to supply the 
hom e demand for cattle feed, if enough energy is devoted to agri culture. 

Turllips and radishes flo Ul'ish exceedingly well all along the river 
from Fort Selkirk to St. l\liclJ aels. TIle wllite, round tunlips, growll ill 
thiiil district from imported seetl , are as fine as can be found allywhere, 
and are very large, some weigllin g as much as six 01' seven pounds. 
They are crisp alld sweet, although tIl e yery large ones are hollo\y­
hearted. 

Potato growin g is all established success. Nearly every trading pos t 
alon g the river has its o\\n lit tle potato patch, al)(l although the tubers 
are small, they al'e of ,ery fille q uality. Care mu st be taken, however, 
that thc seed potatoes are-not frozen in tIle winter. 

Salad g-rowin g is very successfu l. (Ja llli flowers of huge Rize mny he 
grown if th e seed is pl anted ill shallow boxes in the houses and the 
plants not transplallted illto the open gronnd until tIl e summer is well 
advallced. Tbcse plants mature very rapidly, a nd well repay the li ttle 
attention given them. 

Cabbage will flourish under like conditions, and Inrge heads of this 
esculellt vegetable will be the result of a little timely care. 
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Tomatoes have not been grown, so far as can be learned, but if the 
seeds are sown ill boxes ill the house and. the plants are not pnt into 
the ground until they are of good size, there is no reason wlq this 
vegetable should not flourish in this region, as the hot, dry summer is 
just what the tomato requires. 

Wit.h such a variety of feed as may be grown in this district in 
abundance, there is absolutely no reason why cattle, with proper In·o· 
tection in winter , ca ll 110t be succes~ful1y raised and kept in most 
parts of the Yukou Valley, fodder, as previously shown, being so 
abulldant. 

As might be supposed, there are no tree fruits in the Yukou Valley 
suitable for food~ but small fruits of many varieties are found. in great 
profusion. AmoJlg the~e may be noticed red and black currants, goose­
berri es, high and low bush cranbe~ries, raspberries, salmon berries, 
thimble berries, kilIikinnick berries, blue berries, moss berries, juniper 
berries, and rose b erries. The latter, when touched by frost, form a. 
very pleasant addition to a somewhat scan ty stock of comestibles, the 
fl£lYor being an admixture of those of tlle crabapple and pers immon 
combined . All these b erries, cxcept the salmon berry, or J'liorosky of 
the Russians, are excellcnt aJltiscorbutics and possess, bes ides their 
edible quali ties, other medicinal virtues. From man y of them t lle most 
pi(luant £tnd deliciou s presen res are prepared by tile better etlucated 
natives £tnd the " 'hite population , and they form an excellent adjullct 
to the eternal diet of fish, game, etc. 

It is of cour"e hi g llly improba,ble that the Yukon territory will 
become an cntirely self-supporting agricultural district , or tllat anyone 
will be able to obtain a subsistence b y farmin g alone j still tb e settler 
calle(l her e to develop t he resources of the country,1>e they fisb, furs, 
or gold , may have fresh Jl1ilk ill his coffee and feesh vegetables on his 
tahle if h c possess tlle cll ergy and kno',ledge to make tile most of his 
opportllllities. It will 110t be necessary for him t o rely on th e prodncts 
of tb c cbase or the importation of food stuffs by the trading compallies 
alone, i f he will but t ake the care to provide suitable shelter fOl' his 
cattle, gatber for their win ter fodder the perenuial grasses which cover 
the fl a t lnnds and river bottoms, or uncover the abundaut root crop 
which he h as had energy and forethought enongh to cultivate. 

In summin g up the agricultural resources of the Yukon Valley, it 
may be stated that its abuudant capacity for producin g root crops of 
good quality and large quantity may be considered as settled. Oats 
alld barley, possibly wheat and rye, may be successfully raised uuder 
careful, systematic cultivation. In Iceland, wItere the temperature 
often falls as low as 35 or 40 degrees below zero, it is well known th'Lt 
fnny 75 per ccut of the population derive theie maintenance from agri­
culture, and tbere is no reason why the Yukon territory, wb cre the 
climatic conditions are not less favorable, should not ~upply a consid­
erable amouu t of ga rden prouuce after pmper preparation of the soil. 
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N otwithstauding the extremely rigorous winters of the Yukon district, 
it is essentially a healthful couutry, the only prevailiug diseases beiug 
1 hose of a pulmouary nature, and iu nine cases oui,; of ten the nativcs 
are the only ones afflicted. Rheumatism is somewhat common among 
t be white population, but this is undoubtedly caused by extreme 
cxposure. Scurvy, coutrary to general opinion, is not prevalent, the 
only cases that have come under notice having been the result of cul­
pable negligence of ordinary cleanliness, lack of proper food, or au 
iU3,dequate amount of outdoor exercise. A peculiar form of fever of a 
typhomalarial type is found in the more thickly settled districts, but 
this is of a certainty due to the want of the most ordiuary sanitary 
measures. Deep drains and a consistent amount of precaution will 
entirely dissipate the pestileutial prevalence of this endemic disease. 

It will thus be seen that the Yukon basin offers a l~lUCh morediversi­
fied field for enterprise tban is popularly supposed, and it is quite 
within the bounds of established fact to say that 100,000 people can filld 
remunerative employment and a fairly comfortable existence in this 
region as soon as the means of transportation of food supplies shall 
justify so large a movement of population. 

While society on the Yukon, like the geological formation, is as yet 
a sort of conglomerate, it is rapidly becoming stratified, and although 
the towns lack many of the comforts and conveniences that make life 
in the highest sellse enjoyable, they are by no means social bal'l'cns, 
for there are among the inhabitants a large number of mcn of culture 
alld refinement whose firesides are adorned by as charmillg represent n·­
tives of American womanhood as can be found in localities much more 
favored in other respects. 

BUSINESS OUTLOOK, OPPORTUNITIES FOR LAB OR, ETO. 

There is no mall in the Yukon basin who has a more comprehensive 
ullderstandiug of tIle abnormal conditioJls existing there than Oapt. 
John J. liealey, manager of the North American Transportation and 
Trading Company. Captain Healey, who for many years was a resi­
uent of Fort Benton, Mont., has had a varied experience on the frontier, 
aud has proved his conrage on many occasions, from encounters with 
the Blackfeet and Piegans to engagements, as sheriff of Ohoteau 
County, with Missouri River and Yellowstoue "rustlers_" He entered 
this field in 1892, as one of the orgall izers of the great company of which 
he is now manager, having previously for six years been a partner in 
the trading post of Healey & Wilson, at Dyea. No better text for this 
cllapter could be chosen than the following statement, which was taken 
stenographically from Captain Healey, at D awson, on September 
25, 1897: 

In regard to the business outlook of this country, I would say that 
people who are organizing to come here to engage in commercial enter­
prises should understand that it takes two years' capital to do one year's 
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business. They can not come ill here and secure returns in one year. 
Such persons should also understand that tlley can not build boat.s and 
get here the same year. We have tried it three years iu succession 
and have failed each time. The difficulties to be overcome are too 
great. 

There is another point to be taken into cOJlsideration in comparing 
prices here with those outside, and that is that we can not effect a dol­
lar's worth of marine or fire insurance this side of St.. Michaels. We 
have to carry our own marine, fire, and ice risk~ 011 the Yukon, and not 
many people are willing to put their capital into ellterprises of this 
kind. We are carrying our own insurance because we eau not help 
ourselves. Of course we insure on salt water as far as we can. 

III my opinion there is a good field for day labor in the country. There 
is mineral of aU kinds from coast to coast. Take Alaska from the 
southeastern coast, skirting around the Bering Sea, and the Arctic 
Ocean, it is all a mineral range. You can not go auywhere but you 
will find minerals of all killds. TIle trouble is in fUrllishing supplies 
under present conditions. The count.ryis so vast that it will take years 
to supply it with food stations. The navigable streams, it is true, will 
be first utilized; but both Governments must organize a system of 
roads from these streams into the interior. They must construct roads 
into the Rockies on the north and east side of the Yukon and into the 
Alaskan Range on the south and west. If we had a force of people, 
whether military, police, or engineers. tbat would devote their time to 
building these trails and roads, I think the reindeer could be introduced 
here and utilized to good advantage. I believe the reindeer will be the 
coming pack horse of this couutry. 

There is another thing to which I would like to call the attention of 
the Government. I have thought it over often, but have not yet for­
mulated my suggestions. The most destitute native race on earth 
to-day are the Indians on the lower Yukon. For 300 miles frol1l the 
mouth of that stream the principal subsistence of the native popula­
tion consists of fish and oil. As you come higher up the river the con­
dition of the Indians improves. They were in a wretched coudition 
until we came into the country and gave them an opportunity to earn a 
little money by cutting wood for our steamers. Our Government onght 
to do something for those Indians. I am not an advocate of Indian 
agencies or anything of that kind. 1 do not believe in keeping the 
Indians iu idleness, but the Goverllment can utilize tlleir services, and 
this can be done by making mail carriers of them and employing them 
to cut trails, and a native military organization might be established in 
the lower Yukon country. They are the best workers on earth, and the 
cost would be in significant. All they want 'is a little flonr, tea, and 
tobacco, and these can be laid down very cheaply by the transportation 
companies. Such a utilization of the services of these people would be 
of great benefit not only to them but to the Government. Under 
present conditions many of them die of starvation every winter. The 
Indians farther up the river are better off, because they work around 
the mines. They have abandoned the fur trade and are engaged in 
mining, packing, and hunting. They crn get from 50 to 75 cents a 
pound for all the game they kill. 

In regard to the outlook in Alaska, I will say that there is an abun­
dance of low-grade diggings in that country at Forty Mile, Birch Creek, 
Minoolc, Seventy Mile, Coal Creek, and American Creek that will sup­
port thousands of men when they are ready to work for $7 or $8 a day. 
There are large tracts of country that will pay those wages. In some 
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of the claims they can work but three months in the year, while in 
others they can work all the year round. In the mines where tbey 
ground·sluice the scason is sometimes quite short, but in the drift dig­
gings, which are above water line, they can work the year rOllnel. 

There is no doubt tbat there is room here, in work and prospecting, 
for all the idle miners in the United States. A great many of them 
will be disgusted when they come here and will not remain and pros­
pect on acconnt of the radical change from the conditions to wbich t,hey 
have been accustomcd. They have to be able-bodied and act as tbeil' 
own pack horses, aud of the men who b ave been used to riding a caynse 
through the mountains and taking a pack animal with them lIOt on e in 
teu will stay in this country, wading through the mnck, brush, aIld 
moss and fighting the mosquitoes. In order to succeed IJ ere a man 
must have an iron nerve and constitution, and those who are 110tso 
constituted should r emain away. It is going to require slow, han1 
prospecting to develop our r esources. You call not see anything; 
everything is covered by moss, vegetation, and brush. 'I.'here are no 
prairies, but it is all an undergrowth of brush and timber. Tue cOUl1try 
has not been prospected at all as i t sbould be. Prospe'ctors follow up 
the rivers in boats as long as they can, and if they l eaye their boats at 
all it is only for a day, with a little lunch 011 their backs, so that tl1f'Y 
can get back to their supplies. That is the only kind of prospecting' that 
has been d one. There is 1I0t a man in the country who knows ,,,hat is 
b ack from the river a hlludr·ed miles; there is not a man livin g that 
bas been back a hundred miles from this water course to engage in 
sy::;tematic prospecting. 

There is coal down al)Out Clldahy and ten miles from there. There 
is a five·foot vein of fine coking coal within eighteen mil cs of here, 
about eigIJt or ten miles from the river. There is coal Oil tllC American 
sid e, about fifty mile!'l above Circle City. There is also coal below 
Circle City, 11e:1r tIJe 'faJlana. 

Copper, asbestos, antimony, and galena abound, and thcre is a good 
deal of low.gradl', base ore in the country. I bave 110t !'icen allY free­
milling gold ore yet. In time, when labor and provisions become 
clJeaper anel tlJe transportatiou companies can lay down supplies at 
reasollables prices, the.'e low-grade ores are going' to give employment 
to a great many miners. My opi uion is that Alaska and the Northwest 
Territory witlJin fifty years will produce more mineral!:! tllan a ll tlJe 
other mineral regions of the country put together. I may be vi::;ionary, 
but this is my opinion, based on personal observation . The Tanana 
Valley will astonish the world even more than the K londike 11 as. 
TlIat is the great copper district. The mines that can give employment 
to large numbers of lllen for long periods of time are the ones from which 
the country reaps the most substantial benefits. 

About the labol' question. 1 have had a great many mell make a.ppli­
cation to rue for assistance, saying that t h ey were broke and wauted to 
secure an outfit for the winter. 'f llis was early in tlJe season, a mouth 
or six weeks a,go, I said to them, "Wby don't you go to work '" They 
replied, "W~ll, we don't want to work for wa.ges; we want to work 011 
a lay ." The wages ill the 111 ines a.re $15 a day, and the wages of laborel'8 
are $ 10 a ehty, and I told tllem that t hey could go to work for wagf's 
and ill thirty days have enough to buy an outfit for a year; but still 
they would not go to work. I t.hought I would stop the thiJlg. A few 
friends of mine have some claim s, and they wanted some mell at $ 10 a 
day to work t hem ; so I put up a no tice, "Eigh t Ol' ten m e ll waJlted; 
wages, $10 a day." You know the claim owners have decided ou pay-
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ing a dollar an hour from the Istof October, furnisbing the men cabins' 
to sleep in, tbe miners furnishing their own food. The first application 
I have had to work for $10 a day, in response to tbat notice, came in 
to-day. 

I advise the bringing in of silver coin. It is tbe medium which people 
u se in traveling, in paying t.be Indians for their little services, etc. 
Tbere is not a man traveling who does not want an ounce or two of 
du&t changed into silver. Each Government ougbt to bave an assayer, 
so that a mail could take bis gold dust to him and have it run into 
bullion; then that man could come to us with bis gold, which would 
have the stamp of one of the Governments on it, ancl we could give 
him our check for it. 

Captain Realey's statement is commended to the careful considera­
tion of aU who cOlltemplate coming to this country either to engage in 
commercial enterprises or to participate in the uncertain pursuit of 
hidden treasure. 

Tbere are very many intelligent and practical men here who differ 
radically with Captain Healey as to the difficulties and unprofitableness 
of commercial ellterprises on the Yukon. Tbe representatives of both 
companies claim that neither made any money during the past ~;easoll 
on account of their ill success in getting freight to Dawson. A few 
figure"> on tllis point may be suggestive. As stated by the agents of 
the companies, and as verified by reference to the manifests, 2,930 tons 
of freight were landed in Dawson durillg the season. In their system 
of accounts a cbarge of , '75 per ton, approximately, is made against 
transportation from San Francisco and Seattle to St. Michaels, and a 
charge of $()O per ton from St. Micbaels to Dawsoll, or a total of $135 
per ton, and a grand total of $395,550 as the cost of transportation for 
the 2,930 tons carried. It will be assumed, for the purpose of this 
illustration, that the $395,550 covered all expenses of transportation 
from San Francisco and Seattle to Dawson. It is susceptible of 
mathematical demonstration that the average selling price of all mer­
challllise is not less than 35 cents per pound (it is greater tllan tIJat, 
but the figure given will suffice for this illustration ), or $700 per ton. 
If it be suggested that much of this tonnage consisted of clothing, dry 
goods, drugs, etc., a large proportion of which becomes dead stock, and 
much of which can not be treated on the basis of weight, an adequate 
reply is that sucb portion of tbis class of merchandise as is sold (com­
manding as it does from 200 to 1,000 per cent profit) brings prices per 
pound to a figure more properly stated in dollars than cents. At the 
price named, $700 per ton, the gross receipts for the 2,030 tons amount 
to $~,051,000 . We will now assume the first cost of the 2,930 tons of 
merchandise was 10 cents per pound, or $200 per ton, whioh g ives us 
$5~(),OOO. Adding tbis sum to t he expenses of transportation, and 
allowill g $200,000 for the cost of administration of the Dawson estab­
lishments, we bave $ 1,181,550, and subtracting this from the gross 
receipts we fiud that the net receipts, after paying all operating 
expenses, amount to $869,450. As the business is conducted on a 
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strictly cash basis, we do not have t o consider bad debts; but if it be 
suggested that we have overlooked breakage, wastage, and incidental 
expenses, we may be able to dispose of these in this manner: We will 
assume that fifty tons of liquors were landed in Dawson (it was much 
more than that ), and allowing ten pounds to the gallon, including 
p acking, we find that this amounts to 10,000 gallons, which at $17 per 
gallon gives a total of $170,000. D educting from this $35,000, a sum 
we have already used in our computation of $JOO p er ton for merchan­
dise, it leaves $135,000 to cover breakage, wastage, and incidental 
expenses. In this calculation we have taken no account of the cost of 
plant, which is placed by the companies at $400,000, assuming that 
this will be takeu care of out of the profits on the 2,000 or more tons 
of freight landed at Forty Mile, Circle City, Fort Y ukon, and Minook, 
all of which is being sold at prices approximating those charged in 
Dawson. No consideration has been given to St. Michaels and sta­
tions on the river other than those n amed, as they are all assumed to 
be self-supporting. 'Vhile this showing of results for Dawson , judged 
by Klonclike standards, may lIot be considered magllificent, it is cer­
tainly pretty good for a bad year. That the miners of the K londike 
are able to stand this drain, supplemented by t he still more extortion­
ate charges of conscienceless speculators, and yet send out of the 
country enough gold to astonish the world, indicates that the richness 
of their mines has llot been greatly exaggerated. These figures, which 
can be applied as well to the Forty Mile an d Birch Creek mines, also 
show why the miners of those two districts, although they h ave for 
years beeu taking out large quantities of gold dust, have never been 
able to send enough of it to civilization to impress the world with the 
richness of' their mines. 

An experienced river mall here has made the follo wing statement : 
"I could buy 300 tons of bacon in Seattle at 8 cents per pound, or a. 
total cost of $48,000. I could construct a' knock-down steamboat of 
300 tons for $30,000, and on the basis of $] 8 per ton could land my 
steamer and bacon at St. Michaels for $10,000. It would cost probably 
$10,000 more to put the steamer together, making her total cost 
$40,000. I might not be able to get up the river the same year, but I 
could snrely get up the following summer. Allowing for an expendi­
ture of $350 a day for twenty daYE! from St. Michaels to Dawson, the 
cost of transportation on the river would amount to $7,000. My total 
expenses, therefore, would be $105,000. If I could sell my bacon for 
40 cents per pound, the price at present charged by the companies, my 
gross receipts would be $240,000. I could then set fire to my steamer 
and turn her loose in the river and still make over 100 per cent on my 
original investment, with $30,000 to spare for contingencies." 

While the above figures would indicate that there are great oppor­
tunities to make large profits in commercial enterprises on the r iver, it 
should be borne in mind, as Captain llealey states, that the risks and 
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difficulties are very great, and that it is necessary to wait two years 
for returns, while it is quite likely that so many will enter the field 
that competition will reduce the profits to a narrow margin. No organ­
ization with less than $100,000 of capital could hope under present 
conditions to successfully compete with the cOIDI?anies already estab­
lished . 

The most successful ventures during the past year, outside of the 
operations of the companies and the mines, have been in the importa­
tion of beef cattle and sheep. Altogether ~tbout 350 head of cattle and 
1,550 head of sheep were brought over the trails and down the river to 
Dawson, and all who engaged in the enterprise made money, as they 
sold their beef and mutton at prices which averaged $1 per pound. It 
sbould be stated, however, that the season was extremely favorable, 
both as to its length and the condition of the streams, which had to be 
forded. If the water had been high in the streams a large number of 
cattle would undoubtedly have been lost in swimming them. One 
drover reports that in crossing the Chilkat River he was forced to sit 
helplessly 011 his horse and see his herd of eighty-five cattle disappear 
in the quicksand until in many cases only their beads were visible. 
Fortunately, the quicksand was shallow, and tbe cattle were rescued 
by means of lariats, but in an exhansted condition, which rendered it 
necessary to allow them several days' rest. This drover finally reached 
Dawson with sixty head, baving lost twenty and sold five on the way. 
In addition to the risks involved, the expenses attending such under­
takings were very beavy. A large number of horses were necessary, 
and although the men employed on the coast were engaged at reasona­
ble wages for the trip, many of them deserted at various points, com­
pelling tbe employment of others at $10 a day, and even larger wages 
in some cases. Some of the drovers were four or five months on the 
way, and all this time of course were under a heavy expense in the mat­
ter of wages aud subsist~nce. It is noteworthy, as sbowing the uncer­
tainty in the minds of the drovers as to the prices they would be able 
to secure at Dawson, that two of them who had their herds at Fort 
Selkirk about the middle of September, awaiting cold weather before 
slaugbtering, were willing and anxious to sell at 50 cents per pound by 
the quarter to people passing down the river, although, as subsequently 
learned, beef was selling for $1 and $1.25 per pound at Dawsoll, only 
160 miles below Fort Selkirk. 

Many small traders made money during tho summer by bringing in 
over the trails an'd down the river small stocks of goods which brought 
large prices, tltis being particularly true of diamonds and watches, 
which sold at prices that yielded a profit of from 100 to 150 per cent; 
wolf and bear robes, which cost from $40 to $50 in Seattle and sold here 
for from $150 to $250; cow-boy bats, costing $4 in tbe States and selling 
in certain circles for $17, and many other articles in like proportion. 
Others did not do so well, some even being forced to sell at prices 
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which yielued ])0 profit whatever. A lal'ge !lumber of men have gone 
ont over the trail t.his winter (18!l7-!J8) for tIle purpose of bringing in 
goods of various kinds, but as it it:; impossible for anyone to fo resee what 
lines "ill be scarce, this species of gambling is about as uncertaill as 
speculating on the stock exchange. 

At first thou ght it woul<l seem tllat t here ongltt to be a ll immense 
profit in freightin g for $2 per I)Onnd, the price offered in OdobeI' for the 
transportation of supplies froUl Fort Yukon to Dawson. The recital of 
one man's experience in such work durin g th e past fall, wi th the view 
of sllOwing the risks iuvolved in such undertakin gs, may be of interest 
to the general reader and instructive to those vdJO contemplate emhark· 
in g in similar enterprises. A bout the middle of October the leading 
packer of Dawsoll, who had been engaged during tho summer in p ack­
ing to the miues, found that it would be necessary, owin g to tue scarcity 
of supplies and the consequeut fallin g off of business, to witlldraw 
some of his horses from tll e t rail, and as the lack of feed made i t imprac­
ticable to employ them in other work, he decided to take them to Fort 
Yukon in scows and engage in fl'eightill g from t hat point as soon as tue 
ice should form. On t he announcement of hi s intent ion he " as over­
wh elmed by t enuers of $2 per pound, in advance, for all the freight lJ e 
could bring back, and as he could trausport 1,200 ponnds to the nni mal 
it was quite clear that nnder favorable conditions his gross eal'nings 
would amount to the comfortable sum of $21,600; but with a wisdom 
born of four years' experience ill the bnsiness, h e declined to ell ter into 
any agreement, preferriu g not to run the risk of facing t he hold ers of 
brokell COli tracts. On October 22 he left Dawsoll with nine ll eal! of 
borses, loaded in scows, and in charge of five men, one of whom was 
engaged at $350 per mouth and t he others at $200 per mouth apiece 
a lld subsistence. His horses were worth at least $2:?5 apiece, as be 
could have sold them for that pr ice for dog meat, and he had purchased 
three scows at an aggregate cost of $300. He had employed mcn a t 
Forty Mile durin g the summer to cut and store six tOllS of hay at a cos t 
of $800. His initial outlay, therefore, was $3,125, excll1 h -e of supplies 
for his men. Fort.y Mile wa~ reached without accident, althongh tIle 
ice was running heavy anu strong, and the llay was tak en on bom·(l 
and distributed at various points below fur the purpose of feedill g on 
t ha return trip. Twenty-five miles below Forty Mile th e scow cOllt ain· 
ing the horses struck a rock, and Ol1e of the best animal s was throwll 
overboard by the force of the collision and drowned. The dam aged 
scow was repaired anuno flUtber serious trouble occurred until a poi llt 
about sixty·five miles aboye Circle City wa s reached, where it was 
discovered that the river had closeu. It being impossible t o procced 
with the horses until the ice became stronger , and there bei ng but li ttle 
feed for them, the packer came on to Circle City afoot to procure 
enough feed to last uutil the trail should opeu . Th ree hlllldl'ecl pOll llds 
offlour was plU'chased at $35 a hundreu and a dog tea m employed at 
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an expense of $250 to curry it up to the camp. At the end of ten days 
it was thought that the ice was strollg enough for tile horses to travel 
on it ill safety, and the attempt was made to bring them to Circle City. 

The ice was so thin that all of the l10rses frequelltly broke through 
into the chilling water of the river, alld it was with great difficulty 
that any of them were rescued, three being drowned on the way dowlI. 
After two weeks of great sulfering and privation for man and beast, 
the pacl;:er reached Circle City with five of the nine horses with which 
be started from Dawson. They were allowed a week's rest, mealltime 
beillg ft'd on damaged flour at a cost of $5 a day per bead, and then 
the packer started with them for Medicine Lake, some sixty miles 
from Circle City, where he had six tons of hay which he had had cut 
during the summer of 1896, at a cost of $360. On the way out olle of 
the horses fell 011 the ice, breaking his leg, and had to be shot, while 
another injured himself so badly by a fall that he died. The paeker 
proceeded to Medicine Lake with his three remaining horses, secmed 
some of the hay, and returned to Circle Oity, where he is now engag-ed 
in huuliJlg wood at $12 a cord. If the horses were in good conditioll, 
it would be possible to make $36 a day to the animal at this price; but 
as they are very weak and sbaky on their legs, their owner works them 
barely enough to pay running expenses, which are as follows: Wages 
of three mell, $750 per month; subsistence of men, $150; subsistellce 
of borses, $450; total, $1,350. At the end of the first month the 
packer dispensed with the services of t\\O men. His expenses for the 
first month were as follows: Loss of six horses, $1,350; cost of scom;;, 
$300; wages, $l,HiO; subsistence of men and horses, $700; tutal , 
$3,500. All be has to show for this outlay is three very puny horses 
that will probably never reach Fort Yukon alive, and nine or ten tOll!:! 

of llatlly scattered bay that co.st him about $1,000, and that may become 
availallle some day, if another man with sufficient courage to bring 
horses down the Yukon should ever put in an appearance. 

While those engaged in freighting with dog teams are more success­
fnl than the unfortunate packer whose experience is related above, 
their returns are far from. adequate when the outla.y for dogs and the 
hardships of a life on the trail are taken into consideration. The most 
successful freighter on the Birch Creek tL'aillast winter, working with 
a team of eight dogs that cost him .$1,600, made twenty-seven round 
trips during the freighting season of as muuy weeks. His gl'OSS earn­
ings were $3,200, of which $800 is still outstanding, and his expenses 
were $1,200, leaving him for seven mont1ls of most exacting labor 
$l,~OO cash in hand-a comfortable SUll, it is trne, mea::;ured by 
sta:Hlards which prevail in the United States, but which here was 
soon dissipated in t1le purchase of an outfit for the next season's sub­
sistence, and in the payment of other necessary expenses. 

The best team engaged this winter in freighting between Oircle Oity 
and Fort Yukon, a distance of eighty-five miles, consists of eight dogs, 
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for 'Thich the owner haR been offered and refu!;ed $4-,000 cash. A 
round trip call be made in ten days with a load weighing 1,400 pounds, 
exclusive of camp outfit and dog feed. At the prevailing rate, 25 cents 
per ponnd, the gross earnings amount to $350. Th e expenses are as 
follows: IV:a.ges of trail-breaker, $100; cost of dog feed, $80; subsist­
ence of men and incidental expellses, $50; total, ~30. D educting this 
sum from the gross earnings, the freig-llter has for his ten days' llard 
work $120, a figure that is not attractive here, especially when one 
considers the amount he has invested in dogs, the hard work he has to 
perform, and the fact that he finds it necessary to spend t wo or three 
days at each end of the route to rest bis dogs and ltimself. 

It should be borne in mind that tile two instances just given are 
exceptiollal, and that the average freighter' does not do anywhere near 
as well a!; those meutioned. Furthermore, tile freighters at Circle City 
have just received the di scouragillg llews (to thelll) that the scareity of 
provisions at Dawsoll is not as serious as people llave been led to snp­
pose, and tha.t therefore they can not llope to obtain more than $1 per 
pound for freighting to that place-a rate wllich yields scarcely any 
profit, 011 account of the long llaul, necessitating tIle carrying of so much 
dog feed that the freight space is greatly reduced . 

Thus it will be seen that on account of the difficulties of transportation 
and the uncertainties of the market, the Held for legitimate commercial 
enterprise on the Yukon is circumscribed and precarious. There is one 
line of commerce, however, that offers yast opportunities to American 
enterprise, as the power of the community to consume the commodity 
i Ilvol ved is 1')0 great that it is not likely tllere will ever 1>e all oversupply. 
This is the illicit traffic ill alcolJOlic liqnors-the curse of Alaska and 
the Hource of the wealth of mallY of its most prosperous citizens, and 
some wllo live beyond its limits. The ring, with headquarters at Port· 
land, dominates the entire region from Juneau to the Arctic Ocean, and 
from the Aleutian Islamls to the Klolldike, and carries on its opera­
tion s at every point in the Vfl,l')t teTl'itory described where a few white 
men congregate for the winter, or wherever IlIdians are gathered in 
sufllcient numbers to justify the pursuit of its nefarious enterprise. Its 
agents openly boast that no Governmellt official can withstand their 
blandishments, aud iu support of the boast do not besitate to name 
ex-officials of the customs and r~venlle sel'Yice who, after a short term 
of office· here, have returned to private life with large sums of money 
which by close attention to bnsiness a.nd strict economy they were 
enabled to save from aggregate salaries amounting to probably one­
fourth of tile sums realized. Primarily, the General Goverlllnent itself 
is respollflible for this deplorable state of affairs. In the organic act 
relating to the District of AIa.ska the importation, manufacture, and 
sale of alcoholic liquors is prohibited except for" medicinal, mechanical, 
and scientiti,c purposes." Conscientious cnstoms officials, one of whose 
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du ties it is to enforce this provision, on arriving h ere are confronted by 
tb e staggering fa ct that revenue officials are already on the ground 
issuing licenses to saloon keepers on every baud. What an alluring 
invitation to corruption, and what an illimitable field it presents for 
the exploitation of the commercial genius of an enterpri,sing American 
citizen so constituted tbat he can detach his conscience alld leave it at 
home! In otber wa.ys tIle provisioll above referred to possesses wonder­
ful elasticity; for instance, there is extant a permit, issued at Sitka, for 
tbe sale during a period of twelye months from its date of 2,000 gallons 
of whisky for" medicinal, mechanical, arid scien tific purposes" in a 
community of such meager population tbat the ' quantity of whisky 
mention ed represents a supply of twelve gallons per capita., and where 
there is so little sickness from natural causes tbat a physician who 
placed his dependence on that class of practice would starve t{) death, 
and wl!el'e the mechanic arts are as yet unborn. 

Happily for the hdnor of the country tbe present administration of 
th e custoins service is clean and vigorous, and tbe officials bere are 
doing all it is possible to do, under the anomalous conditions, to prevent 
the sale of liquors, but with tbeir poor eqnipment and the immense 
areas they are expected to cover they find it impossible to control the 
traffi c. 

It would be far better, even from the ethical point of view, to adopt 
a prop erly regulated, high-license system tban to retain the present 
absolutely inefficient provision. Of course, the object of the law, prima­
rily, was to prevent the sale of intoxicating' liquors t o the Indians; but 
from too first it has utterly failed to accomplish its purpose. Now that 
white men are coming into the country to develop its resources, tbey 
ought to be given white men's laws and be relieved from the humiliation 
of being treated like IJI{lians. Under the operation of the present law, 
which makes liquors liable to confiscation, the dealers import the vilest 
~tuff known to the trade, consisting principally of unrectified high 
wines and even less inviting raw material. The only whisky sold here 
tlla.t can in any sense of the word be called" good" (and then only by 
comparison wit.h high wines, etc.), is that which is honded to Northwest 
Territory alld tlIen smuggled from Fort Yukon and Dawson into Circle 
City. TlIe practical effect of the law is to force npon the community 
the worst liquors that can be manufactured, while as to quantity and 
in other respects the traffic is but sliglltly restricted. 

It might seem that the moral and physical effects of such a condition 
could easily be imagined by anyone reading the simple facts, but no one 
who llas not witnessed the workings of the law on the ground can have 
any conception of the blighting influence of the infamous traffic. In 
this connection a word of warning should be spoken to parents who 
are afflicted with wayward sons and contemplate sending them to the 
Yukoll in the hope that the pure mountain air and the simple outdoor 
life may wean them from evil associations at home. From the number 
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of such young men that have beeu sent hero for a reformatory course 
it ,,-ould seem that there must bo all impression that this country offers 
a safe asylum to the victims of perverted appetites; but such is 110t the 
case. Young men who 11eed reformation are the very ones who shoul d 
not come bere. Their safe course is to remain where civilization puts 
it~ shields around them. 

Putting aside all consideration as to its moral and physical effects, 
it must be admitted tllat tlle traffic oilers great attractions to the man 
who wants money so badly as to render it immaterial to llim bow he 
makes it. High wines and "hootch" (a) command $30 and $ :!O per gal­
lon, respectively, in Circle City at the present writing, wllile whi sky 
brings from $40 to $100 per gallon when obtainalJle. The saloon keep­
eri> cllarge 50 cents a drink, using a glass that enables them to extract 
seyellty drinks from a gflllon . TlIrough tlle dilution of the raw 
material in the proportioll of two to olle they receive about $100 per 
gallon for the stuff when sold over tiJe bar. Latterly their industry has 
been somewhat injured in the matter of profits by unscrupulous wiJole­
sale dealers in high wines who have adopted the rule of doing the 
diIutiug themselves, thus practically getting from $40 to $50 per gallon 
for lJigh wines formerly sold for $30. The middlt'men complain bitterly 
of this disllonest usurpation of t1!eir prerogative, but are obliged to 
submit or resort to the only altel'llative-hootch. 

There is absolutely no field in the Yukon basin at the present time 
for profess ionallllen. It would require a population of 20,000 to assimi­
late the lawyers, physicians, dentists, electrical engineers, etc., now on 
the ground . A large proportion of tiJi s class already here are, appar­
ently, lllell of fiue qualifications and thorough masters of their profes­
sions, and ill the nature of t hings will have a great advantage, jn the 
matter of acquaintance with lilell and conditions, oycr those coming 
into t he country hereafter. Most of thcm are spemling tlle winter in 
idleness, consnming tlleir substance and cursing the country. Neatly 
an ,yho have the lileans to return home next year have announced tbeir 
intelltion of doin g- so, bnt many will be forced to remain here and join 
the allny of the unemployed . They can not "ork in tIle mines, n.nd 
"oulll make poor prospectors; for, as Capt::lin Healey truly states, it 
requires fI, man of iron llerve aud constitution to stand the hardsllips 
of the hill s. Typewriter operators and commercial stenogrn.ph ers ca n 
fin cl 110 employment here until the two Go,eI'lIments give to the coulltry 
a mail service that will enable lIIercllants and otber business JlJell to 
commuuicate with t.he outside world . 

a H oo tch is the Indian name of a yjle sulJstitute for ,,-hisky that is sold uy the 
snloon keepers thl'ouglJOut tho Yukoll uasin whcn their sllpply of the but littlo lcss 
vile wbisky is exhausted_ It is distilled frol11 au aumixture of sour dough, rice, raw 
sugar, alld unsalable dried apples_ Thi s procluet, which is sold uy the ma:lUfactllrer 
for $20 per gallon, is exceedingly rich iu fusel oil alld other diabolical constitnents. 
By an ingenious process, known only to themscl \-es, the primary step in which is tbe 
audition of t.wo gallons of Yukon water, 1110 saloon l{cepers are cnabled to COllyert 
a gallon of hootch into threo gallons of so-called whisky _ 
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The statements made in the sections on the K londike and Dawson 
relative to the opportnnities for wage workers are equally applicable to 
northern Alaska. Many mine owners here are making their calcnla­
tiOlI S on a basis of $6 per day for labor, amI confidelltlyexpress the 
opinion that the influx of people next summer will enable them to 
work their mines at that rate of wages. Whether the reduction will 
occur next snmmer is questionable, but it can not be long deferred. 
When wages drop to $6 per day this country will offer no inducement s 
to a workillgman with a family. 

There are tw'o classes of young men that need not be discouraged 
from coming here. The young man of good health and ample meall s, 
who can afford to spend a year or two in looking over the ground alld 
watching for opportunities to invest in mining property, furni shillg 
"grub stak es," etc., will find an attractive field here, and the YOUllg 
man of robust constitution and a capacity to carry 150 pounds on bis 
back all day over a steep mountain trail will stand a good clmllce of 
striking it rich in the hills. 

Fillal1y, no man should come into the country without at least 1,500 
ponmls of provisions and sufficient means to take him back to civiliza­
tion at the end of the year in case of fai lure. 

Siuce the above was "Titten, a newspaper containing a letter from 
William Ogilvie, esq., land surveyor of the Dominion Government, has 
come to hand. On aCCOUll t of llis long residence here and his thorough 
knowledgc of conditions on the Yukon, no mau is better qualified than 
Mr. Ogilvie to give advice on the subject treated ill this section , and 
thc I iberty is taken of quoting a portion of his letter : 

To those contemplating coming illtO the country to advance thcir for­
tunes I would say emphatically, consider the reports you hear concerni IIg 
the riclll'eturIls of Bonanza and Eldorado as a matter of history, frulll 
whi<:ll ,Yon can derive no more benefit than you would from reading t.he 
record of the richness of the finds of Australia alld Cal ifornia in tIle 
early days. These two creeks, as I have already said, are completely 
occupied, and I can at present recall only one case where the whole of 
a claim is the undivided property of Dne individual. :Many of thcm 
are split up into four interests, some six, some eight; but C\-ell tbOt;C 
small interests will enricll the parties holding them. 

To-day, had you means to purchase an interest in any of them, you 
have means enough to stay at home with vastly more comfort a nd 
bellefi t to yourself. To all who eontemplate coming' in, I would . Ray, 
very few possess the reqnisite fortitude and patience for the task before 
them, and I have no more doubt of the SUll rising aJld spttillg to-morrow 
tllan I have that a very large percentage of those now anxionsly 
awaiting some mcans of getting into the country, leaving it possibly ill 
a few hours after they have arrived, will be disgusted with themselves 
for baving listened to wbat they will consider idle tales when once they 
are landed there. 

To a man determined to better his position in life, untrammeled by 
family cares, with means ellough at his command to lay in provisions 
alld s upplies for a year at least, of good physique and health, abnn­
dallce of fortitude and patience, and determill ed to spend, may be, t en 
years in one country and sec it out, I would say: You possibly can 
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not do better, tiloughyon would probably find at the expiration of that 
time that your plodding brother or neighbor r emaiuing at home has 
achieved at least as mnch worldly success, with much more enjoyment 
of li fe and much less physical exertioll . 'l'here a re exceptiolls t o this, 
110 doubt many of them, but it is t he r ule. If you a re determin ed to 
try your luck in AlaRka, as th e whole gold-bearing country i ::> termed 
generally, come, ilopeful and self-reliant, but at the same time have 
yom mind prepared for disappointment, it may be, bitter and long­
continued . 

Bonanzas and E ldorados are not often struck. Such spots are few 
and far betweell; uut t here is other ground, and much of it, too, that 
will yield as good a returu for labor expended as most of the gold 
mill es in the world , I have llO doubt. It is, tll en, Come prepared and 
determined tofilld it., aud I hope you will succeed in doing so. But 
do not be di sappointed if years roll by without your achieving more 
tilan a,u ordinary livin g. This is t he experience of many men now in 
t he country, who have been in it for years, wh ile some, I know; who 
wcre only in it months, went ont this season rich. 

TRANSPOI~TATrON : NAVIGATION OF THE YUKON, P OS­
SIBLE RAIL WAY ROUrrES, E TC. 

'lhe Yukon is one of the great rivers of the world. Iu length it is 
exceeded ill North America by the Mississippi, the Missouri, and the 
Mackenzie only, and in the volume of water i t carries t o the sea by the 
Mississippi alone, while in the sustained grandeur of its ever-changing 
panorama of mountain and vale it surpasses all its rivals. 

It is formed by the coufluence of the Lewes an d Pelly rivers, aud is 
2,155 miles long. Lewes River, so called, which has its source in 
Crater Lake, in American territory, just below the summit of Chilkoot 
Pass, nineteen miles from D yea and 381 miles from i ts junction with the 
Pelly, should be known as the Upper Yukon, as it carries a much 
larger volume of water than the Pelly, the Teslin (ilootalinqua), or the 
Tahkeena, each of wllich is claimed by mallY to be the true Ileac! waters 
of the Yukon . With the Lewes added, the great waterway has an 
extreme leugth of nearly 2,600 !piles, placing it among the four longest 
rivers in North America. 

In order to furnish accurate information to travelers, and especially 
to river men an d others who contemplate engagillg in navigation on 
tIle Yukon, great pains have been taken t o secure facts from mcn who 
ll Hve been running Oll the r iver fo r years, alld the following matter 
relating to the subject can be accepted as presenting the most trust­
worthy data obtainable here at the present t im e. 

The :first steamboats to navigate the Yukon above the missiOlls and 
trading posts on tile lower river were the St. JJlicha,el, tile Y1lkon, and 
the N e'W Racket, boats of about twcllty tons each, all of which ascended 
as far as Forty Mile durin g the season of 1887. Tile Arct'ic, a boat of 
225 tons, belonging to the Alaska Commercial Company, loaded for 
Forty Mile in 1889, but was disabled in Norton Sonnd alld did 1I0t 
reach that post ~ntil the following summer. With the increase of the 
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output of the mines of the Forty Mile district and the development of 
the Birch Creek mines the Alaska Commercial Company was obliged 
t o make additions to its fleet ill order to keep pace with the growing 
b usiness. In 1892 the North American Transportation and Trading 
Company entered the field with the steamer Weare, and established a 
trading post at Forty Mile known as Fort Cudahy, which has been fol­
lowed by posts at Dawson, Circle City, Fort Yukon, and Rampart City 
(Minook). The Alaska Commercial Company has posts at Dawson, 
Torty Mile, Circle City, Fort Yukon, Fort Hamlin, Rampart City, 
Tanana, Nulato, Anvik, and Andreafski. Both companies have large 
stores and warehouses on St. Michaels Island , which is located in Nor­
ton Sound near the mainland, sixty miles north of the Aphoon mouth 
of the Yukon, and is the distributing point for the YUkOll trade. St. 
Michaels is 3,200 miles from San Francisco, the passage by ocean 
steamers being made ill seventeen days, w:hile from Seattle the voyage 
is made in three days less. The distance from St. Michaels to prin­
cipal points on the river are a s follows : Fort Adums, 1,250 miles; the 
Tanana, 1,265; Minook, 1,315; Fort Hamlin, 1,385; Fort Yukoll, 1,665; 
Circle City, 1,750; Forty Mile, 1,997; Dawson, 2,050; Sixty Mile, 2,105; 
Fort Selkirk, 2,210. 

Four of the Yukon boats- Weare, Bella, Victoria" and St. Michael- in 
winter quarters at Circle City, are shown in the accompanying illustra­
tion. The Victoria and St. Micha,el also appear in the first illustration, 
the Victor'ia to the right. 

The North American Transportation and Trading Company has three 
boats plying on the Yukon. 

The Weare, which was lallnched in 1892, is 175 feet long, 28 feet 
beam, and 5~ feet depth of hull, and has a carrying capacity of 335 tons 
when drawing 4z feet, and accommodations for sixty passengers. She 
has two fire-box boilers, coutaining 70 tubes each, and two :high-pressure 
engines, with 13-inch cylinders and 72-illCh stroke, which can develop 
1,900 horsepower, producing a speed of ten miles an hour in slack water. 

The Healy, which was launched in 1896, is a little larger than the 
Weare, being 175 feet long, 322- feet beam, and 5 feet depth of hull, 
and she bas the same kind of machillery as the Weare. H er carrying 
capacity is 400 tons when drawing 4~ feet, and she has accommodat,ion~ 

for 125 p assengers. 
The Hamilton, the new boat, which was launched last Augnst, is 

190 feet long, 36 feet beam, and 6 feet depth of hull, her carrying 
capacity being about 500 tons, with 4z feet draft. She has three 36-tube 
boilers 42 inches in diameter and 24 feet long, which supply two D -valve, 
high-pressure engines, with 26-inch cylinders and 7-foot stroke, of 2)500 
horsepower. She accommodates 200 passengers, and is the fastest 
boat on the r iver, being capable of a speed of seventeen miles ill slack 
water, and making ten miles an hour upstream against an average 
currellt. She is provided with electric lights and a search light, and is 
in every respect a first-class modern river boat. 
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From an interview with Vice·President P. B . vYeare, wh icl l appeared 
in the Chicago Times-Herald of July ~S, 1S07, the foilowin g statement 
is taken : 

We ha ve ordered all the material and maclJinery fol' an SOO-to n lig·llt­
draft steamboat, up to date in every particular, illcludi ng eleetr ic J ig-ll ts, 
to be lJllilt this fall at St. 1\Iichaels I sland. She will be llamed John 
C~ula "'!J aud will be fitted for passellgers as well as freight. " ~, ,~ 
·We are also building a very light-draft steamer, wbich will 1' 1111 Oil 
eigliteen inches of water. She will be called the 1ilol!c7il.'e, a lld winlJo 
empl oyed to tow barges during' tlie low-wat er stage ill t he Y ukon. We 
are constructing five 200 ·toll barges, \rhicb, when Joaded, will llraw Ilot 
to exceed twenty·four iuches. vVe hase bought and will take to St. 
Miehaels I sland a very powerful t ug, which will be employed to to w 
barges with supplies from Fort. Get 'l'lIere (St. Michaels I~;]and) to the 
t o 'iYU of Weare, 500 [sie] miles up th e Yukon. She will make tw(' trips 
this fall. 'l' lI e mouth of the Y ukon is chok ed lip lJy drift fl'OJU Boring 
Sea until early in July, fully olle month after Il av igation of t h e ilJner 
river hMl opened. ,Ye can do at least four weeks' work iJ\ sid e lJefore 
the mouth of t.he river is n avigable. ·YVe shall winter all our boats 
about 400 miles from the mouth of the Yukon. 

TIJ e Alaska Commercial CompallY IJad fOllr steamers r nulling on tIle 
river the 11ast season. 

Tbe Rell{~ is 140 feet 10l1g, 33 feet beam, and 7 feet depth of hull. Slle 
is provl!led with hermaphrodite, doubJe-expansion engin es witIJou t COI I­
densers, havin g a 7~- in ch stroke ancl a 14-inch bore ill the hi gh.pressure 
cylillder aud a 24·inch bore in the low-pJ'ess nre(·ylinder. She h as 2,~OO 
borsepo\Ter antI a speed of twelve miles an hour in slack water. Her 
carrying capacity is 125 tons when drawing 4 feet of water :wd a little 
oyer 200 tons when loaded to 6 feet draft. She IJ as no aCeOIllIllO(latiolls 
for passe llgers, having lJeen built specially for towing barge!:', frer]lteutly 
takill g two barges as far as th e Lower Ramparts. 

The A liee is 165 feet long, 33 feet beam, and S feet depth of Imll. 
Her boi lers and elJ gines are of the same type and power as those of 
the Bel/a., and she carries 300 tons when loaded to 4~ feet. Sho has 
accommodations fo r seventy passengers, and her speed is auout !line 
mil es nn hOllr in slack watet'. 

TIJe .Afm·ga1·ct is a 400-ton barge converted into a steamlJoat, ll av in g 
tIJ e machinery of the old s teamer .LI.1 ·etic, which was wrecked Jast Ma.y 
wIJeu the ice broke up, at. a point three miles lJelow Forty Mile, \\·h ere 
sbe had been forced to lay up for th e winter. The Jlla.rga1·et ha s siugle­
expansion , hi gh-pressure, slide·valve engines, wi th 14- iu ch cyli nders 
and 5 foot stroke, of 900 horsepower, and can make niue miles an llOur 
iLl slack water. Loaded with 300 tons she dra ws 4~ feet. SIJ e has no 
accommodations for passcnger s. 

The Vieto1'ia is S5 feet long, 10 feet beam, a nd 5 feet d epth of hull. 
She is equipped witIJ high -pressure slide-valve engin es of 250 llorse­
power, witb lO-inch cylinders alld 36-in cl! strok e. Her cal'ryin g capac­
ity is sixty-five tOil S, and ll cr speed alJout seven llliJes a ll hour ill slack 
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water. She has 110 accommodations for p assellgers, having been built 
specially for npriver freigllt traffic. 

Besides these four boats the company bas three 400-tOll barges, 140 
feet 10llg, 32 feet beam, aud 7 feet uepth of bull, ueawing whell loaded 
4~ feet. 

The company is building at St. lHicLaels, to ballllle tbe g'l'OWillg bnsi­
ness, a towboat similal' to the Bcllu in size and powcr, a]Jd four oarg('s, 
each 140 feet long, 33 feet beam, and 7 feet dcvth of hull, with a cany­
in g capacity of 400 tons. Tlleyare [1 1so building at San Francisco a 
steamboat 220 feet long, 4(} feet beam, and 5 feet deptll of hull. Slle 
will be provided with tllree Otis steel boilers, 42 inches in diameter 
and 2(; feet long, each baving five O-inch return flues and 2,200 llOrse­
power lligh-pressure engines, with 20-inch cylinders and 72-inch stl'oke. 
Her carrying capacity will be 700 tons when loaded to 4~ feet, :1llU slle 
will llave sevellty-six staterooms, accom modating 153 passengers. 

Each of tuese boats carries a crew composed of the captain, the 
purser, two pilots, two mates, two engiueers, two firemen, one carpCll­
t ee, two cooks, one watchman, two deck hands, and from twehe to fifty 
ronstabouts, accordillg to the size of tile boat an(1 the cargo. 'ILw 
salaries and wages are as follows: Uaptain, $2,500 per allnum; purser, 
$100 per month; pi lots and mates, $100 per mouth each; ellgiueers, 
$ 120 per month eacb; firemen, $2 per day each; carpen ter, $ 100 per 
month; cooks, $ 75 and $50 per mouth; watchmall, $ 75 per montll; 
tleek hands, 82 per day each, and roustabouts, $1.50 to 8 2 per day 
eacll . The pilots, fieemen, amI roustabouts are nsnaily Indiilll S. 

The boats consullle from one to two cords of wood per runnillg hour, 
according- to boiler capacity. Wood is pnrclwsed at the wood yards for 
$4 a. cord, or cut by tLe crew at various points as it may be r equired. 

Th e p assenger rates between St. l\fichaels and Fort Selkirk are at 
present as follows: From St. l\Iicbaels to K u tl ik, $5; Aklllllrllk, $6; 
AlIllreaf:ski, $ 11; Russiau Mission, $17; Koserefski, $21; _Anvik, $23; 
Nulato, $28; Kokerines, $35; Fort Adams, $40; Tallana, $41; l\iinook, 
$45; Fort Hamlin, $50; Fort Yukon, $64; Ciecle Oity, $65 ; Sevellty 
Mile and Forty Mile, $7i:i; Dawsoll atHI Sixty :Mile, $90; Stewart Ith"er, 
$05 ; White River, $l OG; Fort Selkirk, $100. Downstream, the rate 
from Fort Selkirk to St. Michaels .is $60, and peoportion a te rates for 
intermediate points. First-class ticket from St. Michaels to San Fran­
cisco, $ 120; from San Frallcisco to Da,,-son, with an allowa uce of l;jO 
poulIds of baggage, $ 175; to Circle City, $150. 

The freight rate upstream is calculated on the basis of 53 cents pee 
ton per running hour, the minimum rate from St. Micbaels to Cirele 
Oity being $ 100 per tOll; to Forty Mile, $128; to Dawson, $136, allt! to 
Fort Selkirk, $150. Downstream the rate is 55 cents per ton per run­
ning hour, the minimum rate from Fort Selkirk to St. Michilels being 
$70 per ton; from Dawson, 865; from Forty Mile, $61, and from Circle 
City, $53. It should be stated in this connection that the rates given 
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for upstream traffic are nominal, as the companies do not carry freight 
upstream for the general public except in rare cases. TlJe rate for dogs 
is one-third of passenger rates if in charge of owners; from below 
Nulato, $40 per head. Li ve stock, full passenger rates; minimum 
charge (otlJer than dogs), $]5 per head. 

As detailed under the head of Dawsoll, the re~;ult of the season's 
navigation .wlls the landing at that place of only 2,930 tons of freight, 
which is within a few tons of the carrying capacity for olle trip of the 
entire fleets of -both companies-a very poor showing, and one that 
must be attributed to the mis take that has beell made in the past of 
attempting to run the entire lelJg-th of the river with boats that are too 
large to navigate successfully tllat portion of the stream between Fort 
Yukoll and Dawsoll. It is the unanimous opiuion of experiellced 
steamboat meu here that no better results can be attained until the 
compauies iutroduce boats of lighter draft fur the npper river, using 
their larger boats to transport freight to Fort Yukon, and making t hat 
place the distributing point for the npper river. A model boat for the 
lower Yukon would be one 220 ('eet ill lellgth, 36 to 40 feet beam, and 5 
feet depth of hull , built on rather broad lines, and equipped with 
poppet-valve engines of 2,250 horse power: Such a boat could carry 
800 tous with 4 feet draft, could make eight round trips during t he 
season between St. Michaels alld Fort Yukon, and, ill cooperation with 
three small boats of 200 tons each and of high power, could land in 
D awson every season u,OOO tons of freight, or enongh to supply the 
present population of the district. 

Capt. E. D. Dixon, an old M.ississippi River steamboat man~ now in 
the employ of the Alaska Commercial Company, bas furnished the 
followin g statement: 

Tbe navigation season on t he Yukon usually extends over a period of 
foul' a,Tld n, half' ur five months. TlJe iee breaks up at the Pelly, 2,155 
miles fl'om the mouth of the river, from the 1st to the 10th of May, and 
the upper river clears at th e rate of about 100 miles a day, the ice 
finally rUllning out of the mouth of the river alwut the 1st of June. 
Norton Sound becomes free of ice from June 20 to July 1, and the ocean 
steamers can generally get to St. l\1ichaels during the f:irst week iu July. 

From St. Michacls to tbe mouth of the Yukon, a distance of sixty 
miles across Norton Sound, there is llever less than four feet of water 
at high tide, while at extremely Idgb tide there is a depth of five or six 
feet, alld sometimes as much as tell feet. During low tide there is 
frequently less than two feet of water at the mouth of the river . 

The Aphoon mouth is about half a mile wide. There are foUl' or £lve 
mouths to the river, separated by long, narrow islands. Just above the 
islands tbat split the river into its various mouths it is about fOlir miles 
wide at high water; at low water the maiu channel is not more than 
fonr or five hundred yards, but it is very deep. 

The Yukon l~iver, from the time you enter the A phoon mouth until 
you get to old Fort Adams, a distance of 1,250 miles, h as abont t h e 
same current as the Mississippi from Alton to St. Paul , and is very 
deep. From old Fort Adams to the Tal laua, a distance of fifteen miles, 
the current runs about five miles an hour. From the Tauana to the 
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Rampart Rapids, a distance of fifty miles, the current is about four 
and a half miles an hour. The water begins to get swift about four 
miles below the rapids, and there is a six and a balf to a seven mile 
current until you reach a point three miles above the rapids, which are 
two miles long. There is plenty of water along there. From there to 
Fort Hamilt.on, at the head of the ramparts, the current is four miles 
an hour. Then you strike the Yukon Flats, where the river gets very 
wide. There are a grea,t many channels, with islands and dry gravel 
bars between. At the head of each of those bars there is a riffle, and 
the water is very swift on the rifties, running from four and a half to 
six miles an hour. Those riffles average about a mile in length. After 
passing through a riffle you strike slower water, with a current of per· 
haps three or foul' miles an hour. There is a successiou of these riffles 
until you get to White Eyes, seventy miles below Fort Yukon At 
White Eyes in high water the river is eight or ten miles wide, with 
many channels, but in low water there is only one channel and the river 
is not over two or two and a half miles wide. From there up to Fort 
Yukon the current gradually increases and the river gets shallower. I 
have never seen the river with less than six feet of water at any point 
below Fort Yukon. The shallowest riffle is at White Eyes, and the low· 
est water I ever saw there was six feet, and that was the lowest water 
known there for years. At a medium stage of water there is sufficient 
depth at Fort Yukon. The steamers have been running in the wrong 
channel. The bed of the Yukon is composed of gravel, similar to that 
of the Ohio River, and the channels never ch~nge except in the spring 
of the year from the effect of ice gorges. When these occur and get a 
sufficient head of water to move the gravel it sometimes makes a 
change in the channel. The channels do not fill up fl'om sedimentary 
wash. The Yukon is not one·half as muddy as the Mississippi. The 
Lower Mississippi at low water is muddier than the Yukon at high 
water. From White Eyes to Fish Camp, twelve miles above Circle 
City, the currellt averages about five and a half miles an hour. It runs 
swifter than that on the riffles, of course. From Fish Uampto Dawson 
we have a narrow river, averaging about half a mile in width, with an 
average current of six miles all hour. III ordinary stages of the river 
there is from six to seven feet of water on the highest bars. The Yukon 
is an ideal river for navigation. There are 110 rocks, no bowlders, and 
no snags to hinder navigation. All the rocks in the river are easily 
located by the breaks the current throws over them, and they are all 
near sl](,)re. It is one of the prettiest rivers under the snn to llavigate. 
Owing to the frozell condition of the banks they do not cut even in the 
swiftest places. If it was not for the frost in the ground thi s river, 
with its swift current, would cut the banks and wash and spread so 
that it would be impossible to navigate it. It is a very deep river. 
There are places where you can llot find bottom with all ordinary line. 
At Nulato and some ways above the Russian }\fission the river is quite 
narrow, not over a mile and a half wide and very deep. It carries 
tl1ere about half the volume of water that the Mississippi carries at 
New Orleans. There is always plenty of water in the river during the 
warm season . . A great drawback is the early frost at the head waters. 
When the frost comes it diminishes the volume of the sma.ll streams 
and stops the snow water from coming- in out of the small gulches, and 
that prod nces low water in the main river. 

The Yukon could be navigated successfully if we had }\fississippi 
River steamboat men as captains, pilots, and engineers. Nearly all the 
men engaged in handling the boats here are deep· water sailors. While 
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tlleyare good deep ·water sailors, they do not kn ow anytbing about 
currents and salld bars. After a Mississippi pilot makes a round trip 
on t.llis river be can r ead it like a book. Be understan ds locatin g reeis, 
shoal places, and landmarks . Th e Indi an has 110 s uch faculty alldll as 
proved a failure as a pilot. He steers by instill ct ouly, and as soon as 
it becomes dark b e loses his h ead . Fortunately we llave uayli glJt 
nearly all the time throughout the n avigation season . 

'1.'!Je fuel question is one that bothers us greatly on the Yukon, oS1)e­
cially on the lower river. For the first GOO miles from t lle mouth of tile 
ri\' er we are obliged to depend entirely upon dri ftwood. This drifb,ood 
comes from th e upper river and lodges on the shores and Oll the i slallds, 
and the IlIdians cuop it. That is all the fucl we can obtain there. The 
ti III ber h as beell (lestroyed by the action of the ico in the spring. Tll cro 
arc islallds tt mile long an dli::Llf a mile wide, which were formerly well 
timbered , that 1l ave been den uded of every vestige of timber by the 
action of t he ice, which sweeps over t l.l.e isla nds in the spring break-np 
311(1 cuts trees ofr like grass blades. Eventually we willllave to resor t 
to tIle use of coal. There is an abundance of coa l f rom the T all an a up, 
and th ere is good coal on ly forty-five mil es above bere rC ircle City], and 
rigllt at Forty Mile. There is sp1enrlid coal in th e Lower R.amparts, 
th irty miles thi s side of l\finook . I llave been in t he bank my!,;elf alld 
took out enough to try it, and I found it first-class coal for lII aking 
steam . vVe ha,ye to pay $1 a cord fOl' a ll the wood we buy for use on 
our boats. W hen wo run ou t of wooel between y ards we land at tIle 
first drift pilo a nd all h ands go to "Work with axes and sam:! and Cllt 
"Wood. We carry from twelve to fifty Indialls-us many as fifty nml 
n ever less than twol ve-for this work and pay them 1.50 a day; some­
tiJ lICS $2 a tlay in tlie fal l. 

There is some complain t about supp1ies being so dear in t his coun­
t ry. They are lIOt as dea r 1lere a s t h ey were 011 tbe l\[i ssoul"i R iYcr 
during" thc boom days in the Black B ills. The expenses of tran sporta­
tioll :md the maintenance uf large trading posts alld stores h ave got to 
COIl1O out of wh a t the companies get for the supplies they ,'ell ill this 
country. 'rhey have got to construct t h ei r boats b ere, which makes 
them cost twice as much as they do back home. It cost $323 a d ay to 
run the BelllG this summer. Tben the greater part of the crew must be 
paid and fcd for t he 6nt ire year; whereas, b ack h ome, when a, boat is 
laid up for the wiuter, the crew is discll a rged and seeks other employ­
mellt un til t h e openill g of navi gation. The Bellc£'s crew at the presellt 
tillle consists of t welve mell , all of whom are under pay the year rOlllld. 
1 r eceive $2,500 a year; the eng ineer, $120 a, month; th e mate, $ 100 a 
month; the cook , S i 5 a, month; the cabin boy, $30 a month, a nd t hree 
IlIdians receive $ 1.50 a day each . I do ]Jot know the wages of the d eck 
bands, as they were hired below. Besides a.ll this expellse th ere i s the 
item of repairs. Our ·wheel and rudder are batlly brokell , and we mll s t 
whipsaw lUJUber to make repairs. It cos ts a llliut of mOlley t o run a 
boat uucl er sHch adverse condi tions. 

Last winter the Bell(G 1aitlllp at Fort Yukon. The river opened on 
1\1ay 17, aud on May 2G we started for D awson, with one barge ill tOIV 
~\l1d about 275 tons of frei ght. vVe came to Circle City and took on 
about as much more freight and 225 passengers, and landed at Dawson 
on June 2. We left the same day for Forty Mile, loaded there with 120 
tOil S of freight and forty·five passengers, and r eturn ed t o D a wsoll, 
arriving there June 5. In th e evening of the same day I took my barge 
in tow and left for Sixty Mile for a l oa d of lumber. "Ve arrived there 
the uext day, and leaving the bar ge with men to load it, we weut 011 to 
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White River, with Mr. Harper anti }Ir. Ogilvie, tlle surveyor, aboard. 
vVo came down from White River on the 7th, hitched ou to t1e barge, 
and l'eaehed Dawson tbat eveuing. On the 8th we came down to Forty 
Mile, and on tbe nth we went down to the wreck of the steamer A1"ctic, 
fi ve miles below Forty Mile, and took her machinery out and put it on 
tIle barge, alld left on tbe 13th for the mouth of' the river. We got 
d own to the mouth Juue 23, and laid there t,,·o days, waiting fur the 
wiud to go down so that we could cross the sound. Then we crossed 
to St. Michaeh,; and were there three days. We started up the river on 
om first trip June 28, with OllO barge and 450 tOllS of freight, and got 
to Dawson July 15. -VVe left Dawsoll .July 17 and got to St. Michaels 
July 25. \ Vo loaded up again with 450 tons of freight on one barge, 
aml left St. Michaels July 27 , with 3D. passe ngers, arriving at Dawf;oll 
August 1 7. Returning, we left D awson August 18 and r each ed St. 
l\liehn els August 27 . \Ve loaded up the stcamboat and two barges 
with 750 tons of fr eigllt and started up the river August 31 with ~I 
passellgprs. ,Ye left one barge at Andreafski and brought the other 
barge, drawin g four aud a ]Ialf feet, t o Rampart City. There I put off 
no t OllS of freight. That li gh tened tbe b arge up to four feet. Tll en we 
came to Fort Hamilton, where I lightened the barge to 26 inches; tben 
we came to Fort Yukon, where we unloaded the barge mal the steam· 
boat, a.nd then reloaded the boat with 125 tons of bacon, flour, beall s, 
lard , sugar, t ea, a nd coffee, amI proceeded up the river. We ll'ft 37 
tOilS at Circle City and put the r emainder into Dawsoll, arriving there 
September 30. We ll'ft Dawson Oll October 1 and arrived at Circle 
City October 13, with 126 passengers, having been caught for lline da~Ts 
i ll the ice on the way dowll. Tlle Bella is now in the month of tbe 
slough at Circle City for the winter. 

Tho details given by Captain Dix(ln relative to the depth of water 
and the curren ts in the river will undoubtedly be foulld of great interest 
and value by pilots and other steamboat men who contemplate entering 
this field . 

The captain's statement in r egard to the expense qf runnin g steam­
boats requ.ires some modification, as t he figure given by him is merely 
nominal. In the nature of t hings t he Iudians who cut wood alon g the 
river have no use for money except to buy the n ecessaries of life, and 
as a consequence they are paid for their wood in trade. Every steam· 
boat h as a storeroom containin g an assortmentof goous specially selected 
for the Indian trade and in charge of the purser, whose duty it is to 
settlo with the I ndialls for the wood they deliver on board the boat. 
-VVood, which now costs $-1 per cord , is paid for in flour at $4 per sack 
of 50 pounds; calico, 3 yards for $1; tea at $1 per pound , and other 
articles in like proportion. The flour, which costs $1.20 per hundred 
in S:LIl Francisco or S eattle, is what is known as "trading" flo ur, a 
product which t he white man avoids except under stress ·of impending 
starvation, but which the Iudian is glad to get at any price, because 
b e can do no better, and the t ea is of a low grade that sell s for about 
15 cellts per pound at retail in the U nited States, when i t sells at all. 
Stark Mills i mproved standard clr i11ill g (A ) is exchallged at 50 cents 
per y ard, alld f;mokillg tobacco that sel1:-,; for 5 cents a pack nge outside 
i s talien with avidity by the Indians at 50 cents, while th ey accept at 
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the same figure per pound, but with somewhat less elltllllsiasm, a quality 
of leaf tobacco known as "sheep dip " in the pastoral commnnities of 
our western States. It is interesting to lIote the movement of prices 
during the past few years in the traffic with the Indians on the river. 
Formerly the Indians charged $1.50 per cord for wood, and the com­
panies paid for it in trading flour at $1.50 per sack of 50 pounds, and 
other commodities ill like proportion as compared with presen t prices. 
With the influx of the superior race th e Indiaus learned in some degree 
tlJe value of money, at least so far as abstract units are concerned, 
though it is doubtful whether the fun significance of t he term" pur­
chasing power" has as yet reached their inner cOllsciousness. This 
new kuowledge created a disconten t which resulted ill an advance in 
the price of wood to $2.50 per cord: The companies cheerfully accepted 
the new rate and at the same time raised the price of flour to $2.50 
per sack, the prices of other articles being increased in like proportion. 
After a season or two it began to da~vn on the aboriginal intellect that 
the advance in price had not been accompanied by a corresponding 
increase in the comforts of life, and the price was raised to $4 per cord, 
the companies again meeting the demand with prompt acquiescence and 
a concurrent increase in the prices of their commodities. H ere again 
we hav~ an Alaskan paradox, for the Indians are still dissatisfied with 
the price they receive for tbeir wood, although it 11 as advanced within 
a comparatively short period from $1.50 to $4 per cord, while the com­
panies, Oll the otber hand, view the ill crease with complacency, born, of 
course, of the kuowledge that they are getting their wood for what it 
has always cost them, something less than $1 per cord. It would seem, 
in view of the exceedin gly favorable terms on which tbe steamboats 
secure t lleir fuel, that the IndianR, in receiving payment ill goods, might 
be granted at least the cllOice of r-;election; but in Dlany cases, as the 
last st.icks of wood are being eanied aboard , tIle whistle is blown and 
th e lilles cast off, whi le the purser thrusts into the hands of one or two 
of the Indians pa.ckages of flour, tea, tobacco, etc., and hustles the crowd 
down the gangplank to divide their. pittance among themselves on 
shore as best they may. 

While the showin g in tonuage of freight t ransported up th e river 
<1ming the past season was exceedingly poor, as stated, the companies 
were even less successful in h andlin g t he passenger traffic. U p to 
September 3, 1897, tue date on which the last steamboat to reach 
Circle City left St. Michaels, the fo llowing· named vesself; , which sailed 
from ports on the lower coast after th e commencement of the Klolldike 
"boom," had arrived at that place with the number of passenger s iucli­
catetl: H llmboldt, 267; ExceZsi01' , 113; Bertha, 13; Portland, 155; Cleve­
land,163; Nationa,l City, 50; S01tth Coast, 45; total number of passen­
gers,806. At the date namcd fourteen more vessel s were expected to 
arrive at St. Michaels before the close of the season with probably 1,000 
passengers. Of this large number only 72 got as far as Circle City, 
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and but 38 of these succeeded in getting to Dawson, while about 35() 
reached Fort Yukon, about 20 remaining there for the winter, and the 
others l'eturning to various points down the river. 

H. T. Watkins, M. D., of Olney, Ill., who was a passenger Oll the 
Cleveland and who reached Circle City on the St. ]ficlwel, has furnished 
the followin g interesting statement relative to the difficulties experi­
enced in getting up the river: 

It is with pleasure that I comply with your request for a statement 
in detail of the trip of tlle stern-wheel steamer St. M-ich(tel from the 
island of St. Michaels to Circle Uity, Alaska. OIL th e morning of August 
18,1897, the steamer Clevel(tnd, whicll left Seattle, Wash., August 5, 
dropped anchor in the harbor of St. Micbaels with 160 passengers. 
bound for Dawson, Northwest Territory, Canada. When thesepassen­
gers got ashore they found the news from up the Yukon R iver of such 
a disquieting' nature as regard('(l tlie food supply at uprivel' points 
that each one at once began to devise ways a nd means of taking pro­
visions alon g with him. The two transportation companies absolutely 
refused to carry more freight than 150 pounds of baggage for each 
passenger. Mr. Shepherd, the agent of the North American '.rrans­
portation and Trading Uompany at St. Michaels, defended the position 
of the company to a committee of five appointed by the paRsengers of 
the Cleveland, by stating that it would be unfair to the men already in 
the country without food to carry food for individual s, but that all 
should share alike when their boats should reach their destination. 
While these conferences between the trading compa1lies and their pas­
sengers were taking place the stern-wheel steamer St. Micha el, 14k tons 
burden, belonging to the Jesuit Mission at that place, came illto port. 
Sixty passengers at once formed a cooperative association called the 
Y . M. C. A. (Yukon Miners' Cooperative AssociatiOll), and bought the. 
boat and her barge for $10,500, assessing each member $200. After 
buying the boat they had $1,;:)00 left for the in<:idental expenses of the. 
trip. They drafted by-laws for th e government of the association, the. 
executive part of the business being put in the hand s of five directorsr 
who selected a volunteer crew of sixteen mell from t he sixty stock holders. 
Each man was paid $1 for the trip. None of the crew unuerstood any­
thing about steamboating excepting Capt. E. T. Barnette, of Belena, 
Mont.; Thomas l\farshall, of Glollcester, Mass., mate, alld \V. L. 
Thompson, of Galway, Ireland , s.econd mate. The engineer was Charles 
R. Stewart, of New York. The balance of the crew was fn lly repre­
sented by a lawyer, a doctor, clerks, drummers, miners, and a poor, 
lone tramp printer. Each share of $200 represented a one-sixtieth 
interest in the steamer and barge, and entit led th e shareholder to the 
privilege of transporting 1,000 pounds of freight to J)aw~on or any 
intermediate point on the river, but not to passage for hil11 l:\e1f. All the 
stockholders, except the crew, took passage np the river on t he steamer 
H ealy. Each stockholder gave the secretary a list of the kind and 
amount of provisions he wished, and the aggregated amount of each 
kind of provisions was bought and loaded on the boat and barge ill a 
commou cargo of thirty-five tons, including the baggage of the crew. 
On the morning of August 29 the St. Michael put to sea, bound for t,he 
Yukon River. The sea was too rough. for a boat of her size. The swells 
at times lifted the stern of the boat clear of the water, and her wheel 
at such times would make two or three rapid revolut ions in the air and 
the next minute be half submerged in the succeediug swell. She put 
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back into the harbor of St. Michaels and traversed the canal that 
passes through the island, at the mouth of which she laid ovcr until 
night, when she made the run across Bering Sea to the mouth of the 
Yukon River, which was reached early the next morning. Here we 
had great difiiculty in ent{\l'ing the river. Our Indian g nide, called by 
courtesy " pilot," apparently did not understand the route into the 
river by the mctlll channel, for Mter putting the boat hard aground the 
secolld time that morning: he lost his heacl ~ompletely, and the only 
expression we could eli ... it from him was, "l\Ie ]10 savey, me no saycy." 
After great labor with capstan and spar the boat ,,'as worked iu to 
deeper water and thc anchor dropped, and a channel deep enough for 
the boat to enter the river was found by sounding in a rowboat ahead 
of the steamer. Six hours were lost h ere in getting oft· the bar and 
huntin g a deep channel into the river, and thc boat barely reached fuel 
in time to escape the predicament of being practically at sea without 
motive powcr, as we were burning our last cord of wood wheu ,ye 
r ruclled the first wood pile Oll the Yukon. Our Iudian guide lmd ofteu 
piloted this same boat into the Yukon River, but never before with a 
cargo, and had been in the habit of entering the river regardless of 
channels. Unloadeu, the steamer drew about eighteen inches; load ed 
as she was, her draft was tllree feet nine inche~, and this explained the 
failnre of the Indian guide. Tbe ueepest water ,,'e found at the mouth 
of tlJO river was four feet, but we had missed the opportunity of onter­
in g the river at high tide. 

'fhe greatest difficulties encountered, asi(le from some troubles tllat 
occurred between the stockholders in the entel'prise during the latter 
part of tIle trip, were the uUlling of trustworthy pilots and seeurillg 
wood for fuel when needed and iu getting through some stl'otchol:! of 
very rapid water encOllntered on the trip. If the captain and the t\\'o 
mates of the St. JJIicha el had not been good judgos of bad ,Yatel' it 
would ha\'e been impossible for the boat, manncd as she was, to accom­
plish her pa, ,;age of 1 ,750 miles up the river. During the carly part of 
the trip tIle Indian pilots took their turn at the wheel with the captain 
and the mates, but they very soon proved their inetllciency by getting 
illto Hho<1l water a nd on bars and were r el io\-od of this duty entirely 
amI used merely as guides to the ri vel', i t being d ifficnlt to und the main 
chanllel withontthem, as the river is cut into lDany channels by islands 
so large that to a stranger to the ,,'ater they have the appearance of 
being the mainland. Injustice to the Indian pilots on thc other boats 
plyillg the river it must be said that it is very probable that " ' C bad to 
deal witb mell that were ]lot experienced pilots, as it is likely that the 
tran~portation companies have all the experienced river pilots in their 
em ploy. 

Another trol1ule which arose in dealing with the Indian gllilles arose 
from the fact that they have no sense of llOllOl' as r eganb contract:.;. 
None of the guides \vas paid less than 81 a day, yet oue of t hem strnck 
for lli gber wages four times in coming a distance of l[)O miles. " -e 
acceded to his demamls each time, but when we reached his stopping 
place we paid him, as per original contract, ' 4 a day. 

At 1100n on September 4 we reached t he IIoly Cross Mission, 370 
miles from St. Michaels. IIere wo stopped to get some tools bolonging 
to the boat and visited the mission school for tIle cduca,t ion of Indian 
children. It contained about thirty boys and thirty girls. This i::; the 
ollly point ou the riYer where ,y~ saw a pound of food tuat had ]lot been 
i rupo rtell i uto the country_ Through the kindness of the mother superior 
and :::iister Mary VVilluifrcd we were shown tbrough the garden of the 
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mission . This garden was plunted ill tlle middle of May, two weeks 
before the ice broke up in the river, and was worke<l at night, a.s at 
that season Of the year this is the land of the midnight suu. The gar(len 
contained potatoes, cabbage, rutabagas, turnips, and cauliflowers. TIle 
sisters had a hill of potatoes dug in onr pre:>ence, and it contained fif­
t een large and three small p otatoes, fully matured. The cabbages were 
large and the h eads solid alld firm. TIJey 'Tere of the Early <Tcrsey 
Wake-field variety, the ouly kind found by experiment to mature into 
solid heads in tllis lati tude. 

Up to the time we r eached N ulato, 630 miles from St. Michaels, where 
we a rrived September 8, no difficulty was expericnced in r egard to 
fuel. Plenty of cord· wood was found for sale at the ulIiforlD price of $-1 
a cord . TIJis was paid for in money and in trade. At tile missions a lld 
tradillg pos ts the Illdiall s demanded money for their wood; at their 
hnts, r emote from posts or missions, they were paid in trade-fonr cup­
fnl s o f sugar Ol' t ea for $1. Tliis trading tea was vile stulI'. Calico was 
accep ted by tllO Indians at 25 cents a yard, and otber articles at the 
same ratio. Durillg the latter part of the trip cord-wood was scarce, 
and tb e crew almost daily had to cut the wood. for a day's run . Tile 
boat would b e stopped at drift piles and the wood put aboa rd in lon g 
lell gt lls and cut for the furn ace while th e boat was in1l10tion. Ofteu 
we could )J ot make a landing at the drift piles on aecoullt of shoal 
watCl' n ear the l;11ol'e. In such cases the anchor was dropped alld the 
fuel loaded on the steamer with a row boat. For a dist ance of thirt.y 
miles [1bo\"e Hampart City (Minook Creek ) dry wood of any description 
was exceedingly scarce. 'fhere is plenty of g reen wood, wlliclJ wc 
attempted t o burn, but we could not k eep stealll up with H. Dllrillg 
this tim e of scan:ity of fuel we discoverell a vein of coal about eighte(, Il 
miles abo \"e l\Iinook Creek. TIJe boat was stopped and about two tons 
of coal dug from the mountain side and loaded aboard the boat. 'fIJ e 
qnal ity of this coal was very poor, and the mm,t of it was dumped 
overboard the next day, having slack ed to dust in that time. I n lily 
judg ment tbis question of r eady fuel for boats next year will be the 
key to the solntion of the problem of su pplying sufficient food for the 
increasin g number of people coming into the C()UI1 try. If the lIlnllber of 
boats plying the river i s very largely increased next year, the (lemalHl 
for ready fuel will far exceell the supply. 

The steamer lIlet with several serious accidents on the way np t.he 
river. Two blow-outs of the connections in the steam pipes delayell us 
seriou~ly ou th e trip , as we had to lay up until the damage waR repaired. 
The first accident occnrred Oil the !:iecond day out, wIJile the boat was 
woodillg, and the secolHl occurred just below H,ampart City. 'fhis la;;t 
accideut completely disabled the boat in midstream. The Stars all(l 
S tripes h ad jus t been hoiste(l on the flagstaff, so as to go ill to tile city 
with colors flyin g, when the exhaust s[,ddellly s topped. 'fh e boa t was 
immediately enveloped ill steam and began to drift helple:;;s ly dow n 
stream. She drifted about a wile, when she was gotten ulllIer cOlltl'ol 
sufficiently to make a landing, wheu th e da ma ge was repaire(l. \Ve 
los t about twenty hours ill making- the r epairs lIeeessita ted by the,;e 
blow-outs. All accideut to the machillery of n, boat plyillg thi s river is 
a serious mattcl' unless the boat carries duplicate parts for hel' cll gill es 
and stcam conuections, which the St. l1Iic/u£el bad on1y in part, flit' they 
Cfl n 1I0t be r eplaced on tIJe river ot' anywhere Oil the coast s hort of 
Seatt le ot' Portland. 

Early in th e morning' of Septelllber 7 tile dreaded cry of" Fire!" was 
heard aboar(l tile St. 11fichael. The captain was at the wheel a t tlle 
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time. He placed it in charge of the mate and came below, and fonnd 
on investigation that the timbers beneath thc fire box were burning. 
TIe ordered all doors and windows closed and excluded the air from the 
fire as much as possible by the use of sacks of flour and corn meal. 
The boat was run about a mile upstream and. a lauding made, where 
the smoulderiug fire was extinguished. It was impossible to make a 
landing sooner on acco\11lt of long stretches of bars and shoal water on 
either shore. This part of the narrative of the trip should not be passed 
without saying tllat ill all probability the career of the St. Michael would 
b ~1Ve ended at this point if it had not been for the coolness and rare 
presence of min (l displayed by the captain and the fidelity in the exe­
cution of commands shown by the two mates in this hour of rare 
d:wger. 

We reached Minook Creek (Rampart City), 1,000 miles from St. 
Michaels, at 8 a. m. September 14. Here we found fonrteen of our 
stockholders, who preferred remaining" at that point to proceeding far­
ther up the river, as the steamer Ham~ilton, retnrning down the river, 
luul reported that it was impossible for uoats to proceed farther than 
l<'ort Yukon on account of the low stage of water- in the river. Their 
share of the cargo was given them and the journey continued. At 
Minook we learned the sad news of the death of n. B. Tueker, by freez­
ing. He was from Troy, N . Y., being a son of tbe proprietor of thl 
Troy Press and a stockholder in the steamer St. Jllichacl. The ch'cum­
stances attending his death were peculiarly sad. He started with three 
companions to go fourtl'en miles up Minook Creek for the purpose of 
locating a placer mining claim. Each man took a pack containing two 
blankets and food for two days. They reached the ground and located 
their claims the next day, aud started back to Rampart City, at t he 
mouth of Minook Creek. The party became separated, two g'oing one 
way, and Mr. Tucker a nd 1\1r. D. P. Powell, of New York, taking 
another route. Night overtook Tucker and PoweIl before they reached 
their desti!la tion, an d tlley built a fire and camped for the night on the 
trail. It had been snowillg' all day, and the snow cOlltinued to fall 
throughout the night. The next morning they breakfasted on two sea 
bi scuits und a eup of com~e, all the food they had left, aud resumed 
their return journey. After tmveling about tllree hours, Mr. Tucker 
complained of being very tired. They rested a while, and before r esum­
ing their way, Tucker said that lie was very chilly. After walking 
aJlOtlter hour lle wished to rest again, but his companion urged him to 
continue walkillg, as lle was afmid they might llot be able to reach 
their destination before night, for the walking- through the mosl'; and 
wet suow with which the country was covered was very difficult aud 
slow. In a short time Powell noticed that his companion was not fol­
lowing him, but was walldering blindly from the tra,il in the opposite 
direction. Be went to him aud said, "Tucker, this is 110 time for 
pranks." To this remark he received an incoherent reply. He theu 
realized for the first time that Tucker's condition was serious. lIe led 
bim back into the trail and urged him on before him. In a short time 
Tucker sank to bis knees, aud could not be urged farther; in fact, he 
could not be roused sufficiently to elicit a reply to que.,tions as to his 
condition . Powell then placed him in a sitting posture beside a tree, 
wrapped all the blankets they had abont him, and started for help. 
In the course of half an hour Powell met two men on the trail, and t.he 
three started at, once to Tucker's relief, bnt when t hey reached him he 
was cold and stiff in death. Two days later he was buried in a rnhber 
blanket on tbe trail where he died, there being no lumber at this point 
with which to make a coffin . This account of the circumstances attend-
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ing the death of Tucker was given me by PowelI, his traveling com­
panion on the ill·fated trip. There being no civil officer,; a t Rampart 
City, the stockholders of the Y. M. C. Association held a meeting 
aboard the St. Michael September 15 and appointed Mr. Frank Gleason, 
of Davenport, Iowa, and Mr. George lV1. Heed, of BostOll, lHass., joillt 
custodians of ]Y[r. '.ruck er's effects. His 1,000 poullds of food aboard 
the boat was sold for $123.85, the amount expended in its plll'cha;:.:e fbt 
St. Michaels, and placed in the ship's stores. The gentlemen namecl 
were instructed to put themselves in communication with lVIr. Tucker's 
parents and send thi~ money alld his other effects to them. Mr. Tucker 
died September 11, !tnd his was the second death occurring alIloug tile 
pa~~ellgers of the Clcreland. The other cleath occnrred ou uoal'd the 
Healy, just below the Greek Mission. T11e deceased's surna1l1e was 
Georg, a Syrian, from Washington, D. C. He was buried at the 
Greek Mission. After a delay here of thirty-six hOllrs in discharging 
a part of the cargo and repairing some steam connectiolls, the boat 
proceeded Oil her way up the river. 

Anotller stop was made at Alder Creek, twenty miles above Rampart 
City, on account of the serious illness of the captain, and also to allow 
the crew to locate placer mining claims Oll. this creek, which was the 
center at that time of a wild stampede froUl l~ampal't City, gold heing 
found there in paying quautities. Most of the crew located claims here, 
and here we got a clew to the mystery of how a strong person could 
freeze to death ill th is latitude in the month of Septell1uer. All the 
crew, except the captain and surgeon, started up the creek early in the 
morning of September 16, and had to walk about twelve miles before 
they reached the portion of the creek not staked. All were strong, 
healthy men, and each carried a pack of about thirty pounds on his 
back. 'l'he weather was damp, but not severely cold. It had been 
snowing some each day for a week, and t11e small mountain Rtreall1S had 
been frozen to a depth of an inch. Abont 4 p. m. the men begau to get 
back to the boat and continued to straggle ill ulltillO p. m. With but 
three exceptions they were almost cOlllpletely exhausted and their 
features pinched and haggard. A.fter sitting dowll for a few minutes 
they would begin to shiver and their teeth to chatter. All examination 
disclosed the fact that each man's clothing was wringing " -et, necesRi­
tating a complete change of clothing. This moisture r esnlts f!'OIll per­
spiration, and is a source of great danger to mell iuexperiencecl in this 
climate. The freedom with which a person will pet'spire here under 
continued exertion is something remarkable. T11e cold forms a fine 
coating of frost on the outside of the clothing when WOI'll to fit the body 
snugly, which gives it practically an impervious coating. A.ll llloisiure 
is retained within, and it is a dangerous thiug to sit dowlI on the trail 
to rest when in this condition, as the chilling of the body occurs very 
quickly. Most persons come into this country with preeonceived ideas 
of combating the cold. They bring the heaviest of clo thing alld furs 
with them, which are all right and necessary for use about camp or 
when riding, but when on the march or doing heavy work, lighter cloth­
ing is preferable, if not absolutely necessary. At the hour of 10 p. m. 
six of the crew had not returned to the boat, and the surgeon took a 
lantern aud started up the trail to meet them. He met the first four 
about a quarter of a mile from the boat. They were badly exhausted, 
and told him that Thomas Marshall was behin tl assisting one of the mOll, 
who had completely given out. He fouud them a short distance farther 
up the trail. Mr. Marshall was carrying' his own and also his com­
panion's pack and assisting the exhausted man to walk, with an arm 
around his waist. The man was helped to the boat, stripped, and put 
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to bed, having undergone an experience which it required an Alaska 
climate and moss to duplicate. This man was strong and weighed l OO 
pounds, being a miner from Montana who bad roughed it for years in 
the mountains of that Sta te. His powers of entlurance had been all 
right until he stopped ·wi th three compani')ll s toward nightfall to make 
a cup of coffee. He then became chilled from the wet condition of his 
clothing, and shortly after resuming t he trail, ga, e out. The condition 
of bis companiolls was but little better. They attempted to make a fire 
and camp, but could not find dry wood in sufficient quantities to make 
a fire large enough to dry their clothin g. Mr. Marsb all, ,yho bad to go 
t he great est distance to locate his claim, overtook them ou h is way back, 
and realizing the danger in t he situation, took tIle exlJausted man's pack 
and urged t hem all forward. The t rail crossed and recrossed tIle creek 
scores of times, and the man was so weak tbat be conld not wade the 
creek without being swept from his feet. At tbese places :Mr. Mat'shall 
placed l1il11 on l1 is back and carried bim across, and when be r eacllCd 
the boat, after six miles of this work, be was apparently unconscious 
t bat he bad been doing a noble work tl1at day, but every thougl1tful 
mau who looked in to his pinched and hagganl face knew that he ,yas a 
hero. Some of the men who started that morning returned without 
accomplishing t.heir object on account of the difficulties encountered 
walking through moss a foot or a foot and a ha.lf deep. The three who 
eame back in the best shape kept in motion all day and had no oppor­
tunity of getting chilled. 

The ca.ptain's condition the next morning was not improved. He had 
been suffering intensely for two days with pleurisy and a form of ente­
ritis, and t lle motion of the boat was agony to him. Be was strongly 
urged by the surgeon and crew to bave tlJC boat take him back to l\lillook, 
wllere he could be put in a cabin and properly cared for , as the super­
structure of the boat was llothing but a mere shell of thin woodwork 
inclosillg the ellgine and boiler, covered with canvas, an(l could not be 
kep t warm. He refnsed to consent t.o this, saying tbat he hfld prom­
ised the shareholders when iu St.. Michaels that as IOllg as there was 
one of them above him on the rh-er ]lothing short of conditions which 
could not be overcome would keep him from taking their food to them, 
and t llat he preferred the increased chances of death aboard the boat 
to a fi lilnro to keep his promise. lIe placed the boat in charge of the 
mate, and at noon, September 17, the St. Jll'ichael was under way again, 
baviug lost eighteen bours of running time at A lder Oreek, t be wllOle 
of tlle 16th an d half of the 17th, t he boat followillg the usual cllstom 
of tlle river of laying up at nigh t. 

On 'September H) tlle St. 11Iieltael met the Healy coming down the river. 
She ll ad tlrenty-five passellgers of tIle steamer Ole1..'elanc7, returning 
back home; also six of the stockholders in the steamer St. JJi'ichael. 
The latter were takeu aboard, alld the boat proceeded on bel' way up 
the river, reachiug Fort Yukon on tlle :!3d, in the eveniug. Here we 
fOlllHl twelve lUore of our stockholders, they baving been left at that 
poill t by the steamer Healy, her captaiu claimin g that he was unable to 
proceed farther IIp the river on account of th e low water. We learncd 
llcre that the steamers JlIice, Hamilton, and lIealy had discharged their 
elltirc cargoes at th is point and returned down the river. The steam­
ers Bellct and lVcare had discharged the greater part of their cargoes 
at this point also, an d proceeded up the river with light loads. 'rhe 
Bellct also dropped her barge at this point, havin g previously discharged 
aLout one-third of her or iginal cargo at Fort Hamli ll. Why the 
steamer Wea1'e did not pick up the passell gers left at t lli8 point by the 
steamer Healy and carry them to their destination is au eIligma to all 
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intellig-ent men wbo know the circumstances of thc case. Both boats 
belong to the same transportation company, mId all the passengers 
held tickets, purchased from this company, calling for transportation 
from Seattle to Dawson. There was no slIelter for them at Fort Yukon, 
and it was the most inhospitable point at which to leave them, being 
tlIe only trading post on the river strictly within the ArcticCircle. The 
twelve stranded st ockholders were taken aboard the St • . Micha,el. The 
boat was crowded feLl' beyond her capacity, part of the men being C01l1-

pelled .to sleep in the open air, on the canvas top of the bout. ,"Ye 
lost twenty-fonr bours at Fort Yukon slIifting the cargo to make room 
for the additional men and their effects, alld left that point at 3 p. m. 
September 24. A man was placed on the bow of th e boat, and one was 
also placed 011 the barge, with poles to sonnd the depth of the channel 
over tlIe bars above Fort Yukon . We were reliably informed at l"ort 
Yukon tl1at the St. Michael was drawing- too much water (42 inclles) to 
get over the bars. We fouud at the shallowest part of tlIe challnel 
four ancl oue·half feet of water. 

On tlIe evpning of the 28th Circle City was reached. Ice begall run­
ning in tIle river during that niglIt. Part of t he stockholders concluded 
to ~top ll ere, and their part of tlIe cargo was put ashore, this work 
occupyin g th e whole of September 29. Nineteen of tlIe stockholders 
concluded to risk and attempt to proceed on tlIe way to Dawson. The 
weather grew colder, and the next day, the 30th, tbe ice wa,s running 
so thickly and tlIe river falling so fast th l;1t the conclusion was reaclIed 
to wait for softer weatlIer. One of the factors that forced this decisiou 
was the fact that we were compelled to drop our barge here a lld load 
the remainder of tlJe cargo on the boat. Thi s put her eight illch e~ 
deeper ill tlIe water. TlIe barge was a double-bowed barge of twellty 
tOllS burden. Instead of moderating, the weather grew colder, and the 
river partially closed, freezing toward the center from both shores to a 
depth of eiglIt inches. TiJis shore ice lessened by two-tiJirds th e ll av­
igable width of t,be river, leaving a narrow channel between of swift 
water, filled with moving cakes of ice. By October 10 the weather 
moderated and the river began to rise. Tbe captain had the forward 
part of the boat sheathed with sheet-iron to protect her from the run­
lIin g ice, and also bad a chaunel cut througlI the ice from the boat to 
the runnillg wa ter ill the r iver. This challllel was 30 feet wide a nd 
auon t 350 feet long. These preparations were made "With t he iutention 
of proceeding 011 the way to Dawsoll as soon as t he boat was 10a<l el1. 

.At St. MichaeFs the men who enterell the cOGpemtive scheme to buy 
the steamer lloped the outcome of the venture would prove a happy 
illuf;tration of the benefits of cooperation, and t Ile venture as far as 
Oircle C ity benefited all t lIe men interested. 'fhey got a year's supply 
of food for each in to the country, and proceeded far ther in to the interim' 
tha ll allY of tlIeir fellow passell gers froll1 Seattle, except Capt. r. H. Ray, 
U . S. A . , and one other individual. These two passengers were tak en 
fr om Fort Yukon on the steamer Bell(~. The cos t of a share of stock 
in the boat alld a year's supply of food for each individual amollllted to 
less than one-llalf t he cost of the same amoullt of food if bought in 
Oircle City, not to say a llythillg of the di flicnlty of purchasill g food 
here n t any price. If the boat Lad been a com plet e loss at her cl esti II a­
t iOll each stockholder would have heen t lIe gnill er in dollars awl cellts 
from this one t rip. n ut unh appily t he tale of thi s trip of th e St. Jllfic/w,el 
would not be complete if the reasons were not given fOl' the failure ot 
t he boat to proceed farther 0 11 towllrll her d ef;tinat ion. Afl statpd 
previou~I.r , the weather began to modera te, a cha lln pl was cut throngh 
th e ice to get the boat into running water, aud the cffeds of t he lliuc-
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teen men who had concluded to go on to Dawson were being loaded 
when the first difficulty in the cooperative scheme occurred. The 
stockhold ers who inteuded to remain in Circle City sold their stock to 
other parties who wislled to go to Dawson, and these pnrchasers claimed 
the sallle rigllts and prerogatives as the original pUL'cllasers of stock, 
amI iusisted Oil taking 1,000 pounds of freight each aboard. We sub­
mitted our difficulties to a board of arbitration, comP9sed of Capt. P . 
H. Ray, U . S. A., and Mr. Charles Baton and Mr. I~ . Poot, of Circle City. 
The? decided that a transfer of stock carried with it all tIle rights of 
the orig'i nHl purchasers, and that each stockllOlderwas entitled to carry 
1,000 pounds of freigl,t aboard the boat. The boat could not carry the 
load, and it was impracticable to take the lJarge, as the en gine was not 
powerful enongh to tow it through tlle narrowed channel formed by the 
ice extellding from each shore. We had leamed this from our experi­
ellces coming up the river. Jnst below tIle mouth of the Tanana we 
had had great difficulty in proceedillg upfltrealll on account of the force 
of tIJe current and the absellce Oil both shores of etldies in tbe water of 
which advantage migh t be taken . Vleeventuall y got up into less swift 
water by quartering across the river several times, gailling a little with 
each tack across the stream. At tba,t point we were four hours in mov­
ing upstream one mile. Between F ort Yukon and Circle City we struck 
a ll otlJer very rapid stretch of water, and succeeded in overcoming it by 
the same lIlaneuverSj but our progress through it was painfully slow. 
After the decision of the arbitrators, Captaiu Barllette decided that it 
was useless to attempt to go fartller up toe river; but we were all 
monomall iacs 011 the subject of getting to Dawson, aud persuaded him 
to make the attempt, eveu overloaded as the boat would be. Accord­
illgly, ou tl.1e morning of October 15, the St. Jl[ichc£cl was uaeked through 
tile channel cut in tile ice into tile nmning water in the river. liere 
she waS unaLle to breast the current, an d after llalf a.n llour's attempt 
to go upstream the captain made a landin g, and told t lle men that it 
was hazardous to attempt and impossible to go up the ri vel' unless half 
the men would consen t to remain behind aJld allow the othees to go. 
Each man wisfied his lleigbbor to remain but wante(l to go himself. 
III disgust the captain resigned, and he, with the t\\' O mates and the 
flUI"geon, hao their effeets unloaded and bade aclicn to the St. Michael. 
The remainder of tbe shareholders elected a new captain, employed. the 
ell g-ineer of' the steamer Victoria amI the pilot of the steamcr Bella, both 
of which steamers were at the time in winter quarters at this point, aud 
during the afternoon of the same day made another attempt to go up 
tile river. They left abont 1 p. m., amI n t [j p. 111 . had progressed only 
about one mile above Cir(")e City. 'What happenerl tbere is best told 
in the words of one wllo was alJonrd of her, 1 re Haid : "When we left 
Circle City the new engineer pJac'ec"L j lie Raf"ety valve at 140 POllllds, 20 
pOllnds higher pressure than she 11~),(1 been rUII with previously. At a 
sharp bend iu the river, about a mile above Circle City, the boat was 
unable to make any lleadway against the current. A.t this point a 
steam connection above the boiler began to leak . '1'he fil'cman noticed 
this, and cried, 'Save yourselves; the boi lel' is burst.ing.' A. wild 
stampede occurred among tl.1e passengers alld everyOi le lost llis ,,' its. 
TIJe pilot attempted to lnlld the boat, but before he reacl led t Ile shore 
ice the boat struck a bar and hung helplessly there, a.bout twenty feet 
from toe iee aloll g the shore. Here the crew worked all ]Iight taking 
the cargo from the boat, and eyentually lightened 11er ellongh to get 
her otl:" the bar. The lIext morning t1i ey relonded lie!" and retnrne(l to 
Circle City, wiser mell by an additional day's experience." 



THE ALASKAN GOLD FIELDS. 413 

If this statement of our difficulties ill navigatillg' this sli g'htly known 
river shall prove of any value to others who are contemplating a like 
venture, we shall have been amply repaid for its preparation. 

A large number of the tributaries of the Yukon are navigable for a dis­
tance of from 50 to 400 miles. The Tanana can be aseended at ordinary 
stages of water to the last-named distance by boats drawing four feet. 
For boats drawing three feet the Andreafski is navigable for 100 miles, 
the Koyukuk for 300 miles, aud the Porcupine for l ,i[) miles. The 
Stewart River can be navigated 220 miles by boats drawing thirty 
inches, and boats of like chara<:ter can ascend the reUy 250 miles in 
high water: White River is navigable for boats drawiug three feet to 
a distance of 150 miles in high water. Lewes River can be navigated 
by boats drawing thirty inches from i ts mouth to Rillk Rapids, a dis­
tance of fifty-three miles. In tlle opinion of experienced river mell it 
is not possible to take a. boat through l{ink and Five Finger Rapids, 
which are about six miles apart, althougll, as stated in the sectioll on 
The Trails, it is authentically reported that Call adian eapitalists are 
building boats to run from the head of Lake Teslin dowll the Teslin 
(Hootalinqua) and the Lewes to Dawson. If this be so, it will be 
necessary to line the boats through both rapids. The distance from 
the mouth of the Teslin to the head of Lake Teslin is 332 miles, alld a 
surveyor of the Dominion Government, who caJl1e down the river in 
October , reports that h e found from one to twellty-eigh t fatllom:> of 
water in the lake, which is 105 miles long, and not less than five a.nd 
a half feet in the river, which was a t low stage at t he time of the 
soundings. From Five Fingers to the White Horse Rapids, a distance 
of 217 miles, boats of three-foot draft would have no difficulty at a 
medium st,age of water, while boats of four-foot draft could Rllccessflllly 
navigate the upper river from Grand Canyon through the lakes to the 
head of Lake Bennett, a distance of ninty-nine miles. It is possiule 
t.lmt some llredging would be necessary to enable boat s to g'et over t he 
shallow bars at the foot of two or three of the lakes. 

'rhus it will be seen that the Yukon and its triblltaries constitu te a 
vast system of waterways of about 4,000 miles ill aggregate lellg'tll 
and navigable for boats of from 200 to 800 tOllS, and it shouhl l>e uot'lle 
in lUind that there are numerous streams whiell have not been explored 
that llIay eventually bring the figure to 5,000 miles or more. 'rllis 
magnificent network of navigable river s must in the nature of thill gs 
be the most important factor in the future development of tIle greatetit 
mineral zone on the American continent. 

The only practical means of transportation for long distances avail­
aule in this country during the winter is the dog team. Horses \\'ere 
used last winter between Circle City and DawRol1, but they pr'oYe'] n, 

failure on account of the difficulty of securing feed. Dogs are u SI'd ill 
large numbers for freighting t r the mines and between points Oil the 
river, being attached to sleds by means of a simple harness coustrue( ed 
of light leather or strips of canvas. The standard sI cd is seven feet 
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lon g, sixteen inches wide, and five inches in height, made of birch a.nd 
shod with steel or brass. The usual number of dogs in it team is four, 
but quite frequently six or eight are used and sometimes evell more. A 
good dog team will draw 200 pounds to the dog, including the ca.mp 
outfit, and from twenty to thirty miles a day can be made on a good 
trail. The dogs are fed on dried sahnou, when obtainable, the allow­
ance to a dog being about two pounds per day. Owing to the poor 
local run of salmonlluring the past season dog feeel is very scarce, :1I1d 
it is 11ecessary to resort to the use of bacon, lard, aud rice, which brings 
the cost of feeding a dog np to about $1 per day. As tllere are lIO 

trails except from points on the river to the mines, it is necessary, ill 
order to reach the coast, to travel over th e ice on the river. The Yukon, 
like all long rivers flowing north, freezes first at the mouth, and the 
mush ice from the headwaters is caught by the solid ice tow'ard the 
mouth and piled up iu jaggell ridges from five to t~ellty feet in heiglIt. 
When the river finally closes these ridges ocem every mile or so and at 
every bend, while the intervening stretches presen t an indescribably 
rongh surface, composed of up-edged ice cakes. In order to travel on 
the ice at all one must wait until the snow falls to it sufficien t depth to 
fill up the rough phwes, and then a t rail bas to be broken by the use of 
snowshoes befOl'e the dogs can draw the sleds. Although the river 
generally freezes over by N ovem bel' 1, it is seldom that the trail is in 
good condition before Christmas. The journey from Circle City to 
JUlleau, a distance of SGG miles, h as ueen made in twenty-seven days, 
but the usual time is from forty to fifty days. During January and 
FelJruary the temperature frequently drops to 60 or 70 degrees below 
zero, and the trip is one that few men care to I1ndertake. 

As tl1ere are many practical men on the Yukon who have declared 
their intentiou of remaining in the valley until they can ride to the 
coast in a Pullman, it may be pardonable for one 'Who knows less than 
they of the difficulties involvell to refer to the subject of a possilJle 
railway. There is a very stro lJ g im · ·'ession here, born more of hope, 
perlmps, tl1an of positive iuformation, that steps ,yill soon be taken to 
construct a railroau from the head of Lyn n Canal, by way of Chilkat 
Pass and the Dalton trail , to Fort Selkirk. Some heavy grading would 
ue required from Pyramid Harbor to the snmmit of Cbilkat Pat's , a 
distance of seventy-five miles. From Chilkat Pass to the Yuko1l, by 
the proposed route, is about 3~5 miles, anll those who ll ave passed 
over the trail state that uut few expensi,'e cuts wonld be 1lecessary, as 
the country for the most part is malle up of low rolling' hills and 
prairies, aud very lit.tle bridging wonld be required. The g reatest 
ach·alltage which a road striking the Yukon at Fort Selkirk would 
haye over one entering the country by the Takn rOl~te, or from tIle 
Stikeen to the heacl of Lake Teslin, would be that it woul<l avoid the 
rapids in the Lewes niver. It would solve t he problem of transporta­
tion for the upper river sectio1l as far ll orth as l"orty Mile, as ligllt-
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dmft steamers could. ply between the terminus of the road and Forty 
Mile for Jive months ill the year, making two round kips a week. 

Captain Ray, who has given a good deal of thought to the subject, 
has made two reports to his Department, recommending the construe­
tiOll of a railroad from the head of Cook Inlet or Prince William Souud 
to the Tanana River and thence to Circle City, and be has asked that 
an officer of tlle Engineer Corps be sent to make a survey of the 
route iu the spring, in time to cooperate with him. The 111diall8 of 
the Tanana pass to and fro over tlle proposed route all winter, hoth to 
Circle City and to the trading post at the mouth of the SnsheblH. 
The distance by this trail from the head of Cook Inlet to the mouth of 
the Tanana is about 350 miles, and to Circle City about 450 mil r~. 

'l'lte shortness of this route, and the fact that it communicates with 
the open sea, is entirely in our own conntry, can be operated all wil1ter, 
and illtersects our richest milling districts, commentl it strongly to 
Captain Hay's favor. By making a terminal at the mouth of the 
Tanann., and another at Circle City, American merchants can dominate 
tlle trade of the entire Yukon Valley, not only in our own country, 
but in British North America. The completion of a Canadian raiJroa(l 
to the Yukon would be disastrous to American trade in t his section, as 
American products would be discriminated against and Canadian mer­
clla1lts would do in Alaska what American merchants are now doillg 
in Northwest Territory. As the development of the minilJg industries 
of all of Northern Alaska is paralyzed by the lack of sufficieut fuod 
supplies at reasonable prices-the commercial companies, as now man­
aged, being un able to meet even the present demand-the project of a 
railroad by the Cook Inlet route should commend itself to the com,id­
eration of American capitalists. 

THE UNITED STATES MAIL. 

Aside from the all-important question of the food supply, the greatest 
hardship imposed upon the people of the Yukon basin, and tlle one 
against which the most general complaint is heard, is the poor mail 
service. Themail contract for the Circle City route calls for a montldy 
letter service between Juneau and Circle City, at a compeusatioll of 
$G,IHm for the year-au absurdly inadequate amount uncleI' the abllol'lnal 
conditions existillg here. (a) On account of the high compensation 

aIt i s proper to say that the conditions r elating to the mail service, set forth in 
the next few pages, will no longer ex ist after July 1, 1898. The Po tmaster- General, 
on March 29,1898, awarded a contract for carrying the mails from Jnneau to vVeare, 
Alaska, Itt an annual compensation of $56,000. The contract provides for two round 
trips a month for It periolI of four years, beginning July 1,1898. Th e cuntractor 
obligates himself to pro\'ilIe supply and r elief stations amI to stock them with ample 
aUllplies amI provisions, reinlIecr, and dogs. The contract also ca,lIs for Lnplanders, 
carriers, and d og teams ill suffici ent numbers to insure r egularity of servi ce. Tue 
l)rinci!lal intermediate l)oints on t.he ronte are Dawson and Forty Mile, Northwest 
T erritory, ancl Circle City, Alaska. The Canadian Government has consented to the 
estaulishment of n ecessary supply stations on h er tenitory. 
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demanded by carriers, the great cost of supplies, and the immense 
prices which dogs command, it is impossible for a contractor to make 
any profit on a yearly contract at a less rate than $25,000. If the con­
traet were extended over a period of years the service could be per­
formed for less, perhaps, as the contractor would then be justified in 
making proper preparations in the way of the establisllment of stations, 
the purchase of dog teams, etc., which he can not do under a yearly con­
tract and at present prices. At least seven roullrl trips during the year 
must be made on the ice, and as a round trip consumes from three to 
four months, it is necessary to have four carriers constantly on the road. 
It is essential that their wages be sufiiciently large to make it an object 
to return to J uneau; otherwise they arc apt to remain bere and let the 
out,going mail accumulate, to be taken out by tIle first steamboat ill the 
snmmer. A dog team snch as would be required for the service costs 
at least $1,500, and four of these would represent an initial outlay of 
$6,000, or nearly as much as the present contract allows. In addition 
to the carrier an Indian wonld have to be employed to aecompanyeach 
team, to handle the {logs or break trail, at a cost of $ 100 or $125 per 
month and subsistence. U uder the most expeditious schedule that 
could be arranged it is probable that for seven months in the year at 
least eigltt men-four carriers and fonr Indians-would be constalltly 
nnder pay, at an aggregate cost in wages and Rubsistence of lIOt less 
than $1,500 per month. The expenses durillg the foul' or five 1lI0nths 
that. small boats can be used on the upper river would be considerably 
less ; bntit is probable that the outlay in wages of carriers alld Indians 
and the subsistence of mcn and dogs would reach fully $18,000 per year. 
These figures are not given haphazard, but are based on eareful calell­
lations made by men thorougltly familiar with the conditions, two or 
three of whom have carried the mail and know whereof they speak, 
and one of whom, after an experiencf' of three months as a subcon­
tractor, at a time when the compensation was larger than it is now, 
foulldltimself $3,200 out of pocket. 

Mr. Joseph Demars, the mail carrier who bronght in the mail which 
left Junean September 6, arrived here October 12. He left JUlleau 
August 6, with the mail forthatmonth.being assured by the contraetor 
that be would find supply station s every hUl1(lretl miles all the way to 
Circle City. On his arrival at I.Jake Bennett, where he supposed he 
would find supplies and a boat, he learned that. these bad 110t been 
proyideu, amI was for('ed to payout all the money he bad with bim 
for passage to Dawson. He was practica.lly penniless, 11lld without 
food, suitable clothillg, or blankets. His entire equipmeJlt, as he 
tersely puts it, consisted of UJlcle Saw's mail bag, a gllll, a fishiLlg 
line, and his past experience. He reacbed Dawson August 20, where 
he concluded to rem ain a month in order to earn enoug'h mOlJey to pay 
ltis way to Circle City, turning over the August mail to the carrier who 
Lad preceded him, aud wLo had also beeu forced t o stop in DaWSOll for 
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a month's employment before proceeding to this place. As stated, 
Mr. Demars reached Circle City October 13, alld he is still h ere, a.bso­
lutely powerless, through lack of equipment, to return to Juueau. No 
one blames him , but some severe criticisms of others more responsible 
for tbe present state of affairs are beard. 

As a consequence of the absence of proper postal facilities, the people 
are forced to senq their mail out by pl'ivate parties, usually paying $1 
per letter, with no assurance that their letters will ever reach tlleir 
destination. A very large proportion of the letters coming in to the 
country are received through the same uucertain cll<tllllels. The fol­
lowing notice, taken from the bulletin board in front of olle of the 
commercial companies' stores at Circle City, gives a fair idea of the 
kind of mail service our citizens are forced to elUploy : "I will leave 
Circle City for Juneau in a few days. Any persoll hG1Viug lettel's to 
send I will mail for $1 per letter. In case T do not get beyond Dawson 
the mail will be t urned over to reliable parties going out." As t he man 
wbo signed this notice was an individual who formerly had a co 11 tract 
to carry the mail from Juneau to Circle City, and who, becoming (lis­
gusted with the job, dropped the lllail bag on the trail, where it was 
picked up the following snmmer by his successor, it migbt be supposed, 
especially iu view of his own nncertaintyas t o whether be would go 
tbrough at all, that not many wonld have seen fit to avail themselves 
of his services, but so great was the desire to communicate with friends 
on the outside that a large number of persons committed letters to his 
doubtful care. 

On account of the inadequacy and un reliability of the mail f;ervice 
each of tbe commercial companies is obliged every winter to Kel ld 
a man to the ontside world, at an expense of $1,500 or $2,000, for 
Indians and dogs, for tile purpose of cal'rying to the home office requi­
sitions and information as to the necessities of the busilless. 

~J\.merican citizens in D awsf)1l complain bitterly of l1 regulation which 
causes great delay in the receipt of letters addressed to them by their 
friends in the United States. All such letter;:; are placed in tbe Circle 
City sack at Juneau, brought through Dawson to Circle City and then 
r eturned to DawsoJl for llistribution. This arrangement, which eer­
tainly must be based on a misconception on the part of the postal 
authorities of th e distance and the difficulties of co mmuuication 
between the two places, iuvolves a u seless trallsportation of Dawson 
mail for nearly 600 miles and a delay of frOIll sixty to ninety days in its 
delivery. 

This ullsati sfactory condition r elative to the mail bas its pathetic 
side. There are hundreds of men here who have not heard from the 
outside for many months, in some cases even years, although they have 
every reason to believe they are not forgotten or neglected by the 
folks at home. One man , who was closely obsp-rved f1,t the last distri· 
bution of mail, turned sadly away as tlJe last llame was called, and with 
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sob;; ill his voice said to all acquaintance standing by, "I have been 
here eighteen mOlltbs and have not had a single \Yord from home." By 
reason of the wear from constant halldling, most of the letters brought 
in uy private parties are stripped of their envelopes by the time they 
reacil their destination. At DawsolJ, previons to the 1st of last October, 
there were three places in the town where mail was distributed-at the 
stores of the two commercial companies and at Carey's.saloon . In each 
of these places the boxes were filled with letters withou ten velopes, and 
therefore in many cases with nothin g to identify the persons to whom 
they were written. One letter, which will serve as a sample, was 
written iu an Eastern city in June, 1~94, opening with" My darliug 
boy," and closing with, "Your anxious, but ever loving mother." The 
inquisitive reader, who wonders how even so much of the contents of a 
private letter could become known to a conscielltious third person, 
silould bear in mind that all such letters as that described an'l read at 
least easually by hUlJllreds of men in the hope of finding letters that 
they know must have been written to them. On October 1 the mounted 
police at Dawson took charge of the mail, and it is probable that the 
condition there has somewhat improved . 

During the navigation season a letter, newspaper, and package mail 
service is performed by the steamers on the Yukon, which relieves the 
isolation somewhat, but for seven or eight months in the year the p eo­
ple of the Yukon Basin are practically shnt off from communication 
with the outside world . 

On Cllristmas Eve, two or three weeks after the above "as writtell, 
a mail contaillill g 960 letters arrived ill Circle City. The carrier who 
brought this mail ill left Juneau October 5 and reached Dawson about 
the middle of November in an exhausted condition, which necessitated 
bis entering the hospital for tr~atmen t, the mail being turned over to 
a freighter, who brougIlt it to this place. There are many people here 
wIlo had instructed their correspondellts to address them at Dawsoll, 
anduut few of this class received any mail, as the authorities at Daw­
son failed to forward their letters. 

A word in this connection to thoughtful friends in the States : Nearly 
e,-ery letter received here fl'om the outside contains olle or morc ncw-s­
paper clippings, and with rare exceptions these cl ippings relate to the 
Klondike~ a subject with w.llich it is fair to assume that t.lle average 
man on the Yukon is infinitely more fam iliar than newspaper writers 
in Eastern cities, to say nothing of the fuct that the current news here 
is from sixty to ninety days younger than that containcd in the clip­
pillgs. It is r espectfully suggested that it would be far more satisfac­
tory to the people here if their friends would send them clippillgs 
givillg the details of recent events of general interest in thc outside 
worlll. 
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APPENDIX-REPORT OF THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
OF JUNEAU, ALASKA. 

The within sketch of tbe resources of Jnneau 11as been compiled by 
the Chamher of Commerce of Alaska, and is respectfully sent to, and by 
the request of, the Department of Labor, Wasbington, D. C. 

The Cbamber of Commerce ta,kes extreme pleasure in ever holding 
itself at the commanus of the Department, and will willingly furni:;;\t 
any and all data and informatiou respecting this coast of Alaska that 
it may have in its possession. 

Respectfully submitted. 
L. G. KAUF)fAN, 

Secretary Alaska Ohamber of Oommercc. 

In the a utumn of 1880 the site of tbis lwesent thriving city was a 
wilderness, covered with a forest of standing timber and a den se, 
tanglell und ergrowth of aluer, salmon-berry busbes, aud thorlly " devil 
club," a mass almost impenetrable even to the beasts which were 
its only inhabitauts. It was then that Ricbard T. Barris anll Jo~eph 
Junean,prospeutiug- along the shores of Gastineau Channel,discovered 
Gold Creek and, followilJg up its rocky canyon, found rich placer 3011(1 

qnartz. The news of the discovery bron ght others to the sce1le, aud 
the first llOuse was brougbt, r eady f ramed, from Sitka, and put up 
December 4, 1881, by George E. Pilz, s illce deceased. 'l'hc builllillg of 
the town immedia.tely followed the discovery of gold. 'fhe first name 
given to the place was Harrisburg, but shortly after it was challged 
to Rockwell, a fter one of the naval o11it:ers tllen stationed at Sitka. III 
the fa ll of 1881 the citizens, thinking that one of the discoverers 
ill the camp , J osepb JUll eau, had not r eceived the full measure of hOUOl' 
due bim, held a meetin g aud again chaJlged the name of tlle town, from 
Rock\yell to .Tuneau. 

By tllC beginning of 1883 the population of Juneau had ill creased to 
about thirty persons, priJlcipally miners from Wrangell and Sitka. 
Some of those from Sitka were thirty days, or even more, making the 
voyage, owilJg to the rough weather which fref}ueutly prevails in tllat 
latitude during the wiuter months. One party lost its course, aml 
haYin g 110 chart went nearly arouud Admiralty I slalld, explorillg almo::;t 
every bay and inlet between Sitka a nd JUllean . Another party was 
blown ashore on all island in Stepbens Passage, the canoe wl'eekell, 
and most of the effects washed away by the surf, and over a month 
was consumed in completing the trip. Other I:!imilar disasters were of 
frequent occurrence. One comillg to Alaska now ou the fioatillg' pal­
aces which ply regularly between bel' pOl't,,; and the cellters of tralle 
can scarcely realize t he hanlsbips, pl'i vations, a nd snfl'el'in gs l'nllnred 
by tbe pioneers of the dis trict. '1'bo sole (~a.pita l of lllany of tllesc men 
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consisted of a sack of flour, a side of bacon, a few pounds of beans, an 
ax, pick, shovel, and canoe. The hardships did not discourage these 
sturdy men, for they knew that gold, and pleuty of it, lay in the basin 
above them, and they set to work cutting down the monarchs of the 
forest and building cabins for their shelter during the long months of 
the approaching winter. 

Several cabins were constrncted during that fall, a few of which are 
still to be found on the town site, but the greater number have been 
replaced by large, substantial buildings. These cabins, while small, 
are not in the least uncomfortable ill wllich to spend the long winter 
months of Alaska, and many a pleasant evening- was spent during that 
season by these few pioueers who unconsciously located what was soon 
to ue the metropolis of the district, the picturesque, progressive, and 
important city of Juneau. Although the selection of the town site 
was made without reference to natural ad vantages except its proximity 
to the basin passes, it is yet true that had the sole object of these pio­
neers been the selection of a site for a pUl'ely commercial instead of a 
mining town, no more perfectly adapted place could be found, either as 
a distributing point for the surrounding mines and for the interior or 
for the transshipment of goods to other coasts or inland points. A 
sheltered harbor with good anchorage, ample facilities for wharf con­
struction, ceutral location, and many other natural advantages leave 
little to be wished for. 

'rile first miners' meeting ever held in Alaska convened in the" Flag 
of A ll Nations" in February, 1881. At that meeting a code of mining 
laws was framed for the Harris mining district, which district includes 
all of soutbeastel'll Alaska except the districts of Sitka and Wrangell, 
and ]~i('hard T. Han'is was elected the first recorder of the district. 
R. Dixon and Judge IIenry States succeeded Ran'is. John G. Heid 
was the next recorder chosen by the people, and served a term as such 
for several years. 

Juneau is the only city in .Alaska which has been granted a United 
States patent for its town site. The town-site entry was made October 
]3, 18!:l3, under the act of Marcn 3,1891. John O1ds was the first 
trustee appointed, who was succeeded by Karl Koehler, and was in 
turu succeeded by the preRent incumbent, Thomas R,. Lyon. A patent 
for the town site was issued September 4,1897, aud about the middle 
of Octouer the first deeds for town lots in JUllean were issued. The 
patentable acreage in the town site of Juneau was 108.49. 

By reason of her favorable s ituatioll, with respect to the immense 
adjacent quartz miues :1lld as the supply and transfer point for the inte­
rim, Juneau has, in the short p eriod since the first discovery of gold in 
Silver Bow Basin , gained a supremacy iu populatiou and a commercial 
importance far ill exce~s of any other city north of Puget Sound. 
Juneau is the key city of the far northwest-a busy, business- like, cos­
mopoli tan town of about 3,000 permanent residents. The population is 
largely augmeuted during the wiuter sea~oll by prospectors and min'ers 
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who are prevented by the severity of the climate from the pursuit of 
their summer callings and in summer ' by tourists who flock hither, 
attracted by tIle grandeur of its unsurpassed scenery. During the 
three' years just passed J uneau has had a marked and steady growth, 
until now, instead of the miners' cabins and the makeshift trading stores 
there have appeared substantial residences and modern business 
blocks, of which larger and more southern cities might well be proud. 
The principal streets are laid with heavy plank pavement; all streets 
have sidewalks of ample width; a thoroughly modern electric plant 
furnishes the city with both incandescent and arc lamps j a water sys­
tem, excelled by none on the Pacific coast, furnishes water for both 
domestic and fire purposes, and a citizen volunteer fire company, thor­
oughly equipped with carts, ladders, hose, fire extinguishers, and all the 
latest paraphernalia, keeps careful watch that the city is not devastated 
by fire. 

In the fire departmen t J nneau takes special pride. Hydrants are 
placed at frequoot intervals throughout the town, the very reliable 
water supply being stored in reservoirs on the hillside at such eleva­
tion as to afford ample pressure at all points, thus obviating the ncces­
sity of fire engines. The fire apparatus is well housed in suitable 
buildings. Watchmen are kept constantly patrolling the city during 
the night, to give instant alarm at the breaking out of any conflagra­
tion. In addition to the great fire protection afforded by the water 
supply the waterworks provide power for more than a dozen large 
manufacturing establishments. A telephone system, liberally patron­
ized, connects Junean with the mines in the basin immediately back of 
the town, with Douglas City and the great Treadwell group of mines 
situated on Douglas Island immediately opposite Juneau, and also 
with the l arge mining settlement at Sheep Creek, 'about four miles 
from the city. 

Juneau, through the Federal Government, offers every educational 
facility found in cities of corresponding size in more civilized centers. 
Besides the free schools, there are a number of educational institutions 
maintained by private enterprise; no less than 'five religious organiza­
tions hold services in their own church buildings; a large, conveniently 
situated, and well-appointed hospital is conducted by the Sisters of 
Charity; one free and two private circulating libraries furnish the 
latest reading matter to the residents of .the town . The' Alaska Cham­
ber of Commerce, composed of the representative busiuess and profes­
sional men of the city, diligently watches over the commercial and 
financial interests of the entire district. 

Three principal and a dozen minor transportation companies run 
stea J,DCJ:s regularly betwcen Puget Sound and Pacific coast ports and 
this town, giving to Juneau an average of about five steamers each 
w~ek. , Three commodious wharves furnish ample dock facilities for 
~hese steamers. The largest wharf has a deep-water frontage of 700 
feet, and its warehouse floors cover a space of more than 30,000 square 

458!--~o. 16----9 
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fee t. The following report of the Pacific Coast Steamship Company 
shows the amount of merchandise discharged at these wharves by this 
company alone during tIle past season : Freight handled at Juneau City 
wharves from April 1, 1897, to April 1~ 1898-Received, 16,751 tons; 
forwarded, 3,934 tons; total, 20,685 tons. 

Exclusive of the various mining and milling companies having their 
principal place of business in Junean, the busilless, professional , and 
industrial interests of this city may be ' summarized as fo llows, each 
establishment being en umerated once, on ly bona fide and distinct Imsi­
ness establishments being enumerated : 
A.rchitccts ... _ .. . ____ .... _ .. .. . _ . ... 2 
Assayers .. ... ... ..... _ ....... .. . _ _ _ 2 
Attorneys ltt law . . .. . ..... _ ...... _. . 18 
Bakeries . . .. _ ... .......... _ . ... ... _ 6 
13anks,State ._._ .. ... _ .......... . _. . 2 
Barber sllops .. _ ....... . . ___ ... _. ... 6 
l3lacksmiths._. _ . ... _ ...... _ . _ .. . _.. 2 
Boart1.ing houses .. __ ..... o •• ••• _ .0.0 6 
Boat built.ler. _. _ .. __ .. __ .. . ___ _ . '_.0 1 
Bonding company (goolls in transit) _ 1 
Boot and shoe store (exclnsi ve) .... . 1 
Breweries . _. _ ... _ ... _. _ .. __ .. . . 0.0. 2 
Butcher shops ...... ___ ..... . ___ ... 0 4 
Cabinetmakers ...... . ..... _ ... . _ 0 .0 2 
Carpenter s and builllcl's . . . _ .... __ .. 10 
Carpct-clciming works .. __ .. . ... _ .. _ 2 
Churches ................ __ ..... _ .. _ i) 

Cigar anll tobacco stores (exclllSiye). 4 
Cigar factory . . .. . .. ____ . .. _ ... __ _ . 0 1 
Civil engineers ... _ . . _ ..... _._ .... _. 3 
Coal bunkers . .. .... .. ...... _ ... _ .. _ 2 
Confectioners . . _._ .. , ..... . ' __ 0. .... 2 
Curio ancl Yariety stores .... _ .... _ .. 
Danciug halls ....... ___ . . ......... . 
Dentists ....... _ .... .. ... . .... .. ... . 
Dmying and freightiug ... ....... _ .. 
Dressmaking establislJlllcnts ....... _ 
Drug stores ... _ . . . ..... ... .... .. .. . 

2 
3 
3 
4 
6 
4 

Dry goods (exclusive) .............. io l 
Electric ligh t ancl power company. . 1 
Fruit and produce ......... _ ... ___ 0. 3 
Furnitnre stores . . .. _ . .. ........ _ 0.. 3 
Furriers ..... .. _ . ..... . .......... . . . 3 
General mercllandise and Yukon out-

fitters .. .. . _.. ...... .... ...... . . . . 12 

Groceries (exclusive) .. _._.. .... .... 2 
Guns aOlI ammunitiou .. _ . .. _... .... 4 
Hard ware stores. __ .. . . _. __ . . . . . ... . 5 
Harness makers . _ . _ ... _ .. _. .. . . . . . . 2 
Hay aud grain ... . .... .... .. _ . .. ... . 2 
Hospital .. _ ....... __ .. __ ._ . .... . . . . 1 
Hotels .. _ . _ ... ___ ........ __ .. .. . . .. 6 
Insnranee offices . ........ _ ....... __ . 3 
Iron works and machine shop. . . . . .. 1 
J ewelers ana watchmakers. .. .. . . .. 3 
Laundries. _. __ .... . "_0_ ••• _... •••• G 
Lodging h onses . _. _ ... .... _ . ... _.. . 12 
Lumber yards. _. __ ... __ .. . .. ... .. .. 3 
lIIerchall(lise brokers. ... . ... . ... ... 6 
Millin ery stores '_'000 •• _ •••• _...... 3 
Ncwspaper ana printing offices. .... 2 
Painters and paper hangers.... . .... 5 
Photographers . . _.. .. .. .... .... .... 2 
Physicialls and snrgeons.. .. .. .. . . .. G 
Pile driYer ant1. marine builller .. .... 1 
Saloons ..... _ 0 00 •• _ 0 __ • ••••••• _.. •• 30 
Slloemakers __ . __ .. __ ... ___ . . . . . . . . . G 

Stationery and 1) 001;: store .. .. _ 0 •••• 

Stenmshil) offiees . . _ .. _ .. . ... _ ..... . 
Surveyors .... _ ..... __ ..... __ . ... _ .. 
Tailors .... _._ . .. . _ ..... ... _ .. . .... . 
Taxiaermist ....... _ .... __ ...... . .. . 
Telephone company .... _ .. - - - ..... . 
Theaters . .... _ . __ .... _ . _ ... - ...... . 
Title abstract company. ___ ..... __ . . 
Undertaker . __ .. _ ··0-- ...... .. . _ . . . 
Upholsterers ... .. . ___ .. , .. -- ... __ .. 
Wood worker (othertban carpenter ). 

1 
1 
3 
1 
1 
2 
1 

Alaska has all the professional men, clerks, mechanics, aud laborer. 
she needs or can accommodate at t he present time. Mining men 
with capital and prospectors who can bring n. suhstantial stake an d 
who can aid ill the development of the country are about the ouly 
clas::;es to wnom the field is opell, and to them Alaska offers splendid 
inducements. Wages here are Dot as high as the outside world seems 
to suppose, but all comers lllay be assurec1 of adequate compellsation 
for their bbors. SkiIledlaborers aT(~ very well paic1. 
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Junean, from its geographical situation and from the number, expe· 
rience, and capabilities of its Dlerchants, is the logical outfitting and 
supply point for the mines of the coast and the interior. The pros· 
pector, bent on explqring the gold regions of the interior, first comes to 
Jnne:;tu, purchases his outfit and supplies, and then decides as to which 
route he shall take to the interior. Good·sized boats ply regularly 
between Juneau and Wran.gell, Taku Inlet, Pyramid Harbor, and the 
heau of navigation on Lynn Canal. . . 

Juneau is the cent-er of the Harris mining district. Tributary to 
Juneau is a vast mineral belt, upon which are mills containing, ap­
proximately,1,500 stamps and furnishing employment to about 5,000 
people. A short sketch of this mining district Dlay be of interest to the 
Department. 

Four miles from Juneau, at the head of Gold Oreek, lies Silver Bow 
Basin, where JUlleau and Bards made their first discovery of aurif· 
erous quartz. Here the development of properties has been steadily 
carried forward. All the claims are highly productive and their per· 
ma11ency assured. The first att-empt at milling in this basin was made 
by the Jolmson Mill and Mining Company, which built the first wagon 
road to the falls, where it erected a mill to work the ores from the 
mines now owned by the Ebner Gold Mining Company. In 1887 
Geor-g.e E . Pilz erected a small Huntington mill on the property now 
being operated by the Alaska-Juneau Gold Mining- Company. The 
veins of the Silver Bow Basin have a general trend from southeast 
to northwest, with a dip about t.hree feet in ten, and are classed as 
coutact·fissure veins, the reef having a black slate hanging wall and 
a greenish-colored gneiss foot wall. Between the walls of the contact 
a space of several hundred feet intervenes, which is filled in with 
schists, quartz veins, and vein matter . . The filling is network from 
knife-blade seams to several feet iu thickness, although the general 
trend of the main vein is in the direction of the strike on the reef. 
Tl1e character of the ore is a snlphurate of iron and galena, associated 
to a small degree with zinc blende, antimony, and copper pyrites, and 
carries both gold and silver, although generally ricber in gold. 

Leaving Silver Bow Basin and crossing a divide at an altitude of 
3,500 feet into Sheep Ureek Basin, this same vein increases greatly in 
silver, while the amount of gold carried is about the same. In the 
easternmost workings of the Silver Queen, at nearly the foot of the 
range, is found llaLive and ruby silver and gray copper ores similar to 
the silver districts of Colorado ana Nebraska; but, as stated before, it 
also runs well in gold, and all milling of these ores consists simp1y in 
reducing their bulk by concentration and without any free-gold saving 
appliances. The reef is located continuously from two to three clai.ms 
in width for a distance of over six miles through Silver Bow Basin and 
over the range into Sheep Creek Basin to the Silver Queen, with a1most 
continuous surface croppings tbe entire distance. Following still far­
ther east alo~g the belt, where the reef leaves the valley and climbs 
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the mountain side, the veins again crop to the surface, and locations al'e 
strung out from this point over another high range and through valleys 
and over ridges to Taku Inlet, a distance of fully eight miles. On this 
end are the Star of Bethlehem, Last Chance, Sheridan, and Little 
Queen locations, which show some very rich gray copper ores. There 
is no doubt of the development of this basin into one of the leading 
quartz camps of Alaska. 

Shuck Bay has produced large amounts of placer gold in past years, 
though now its leads are attracting considerable attention. Of these 
the Red Wing group is most advanced in development, located in Shuck 
Basin and owned by the Windham Bay Gold Mining Company. This 
property "as loeated several years ago by William Ebner, of Juneau, 
and others, and considerable development work has been done on the 
same. The ore is of a free·milling nature, carrying iron and zinc blende, 
galena, a trace of copper ill combination with gold, and a small per­
centage of silver. 

While the first auriferous quartz discovered in Alaska was found 
near Sitka, mining operations have never been vigorously prosecuted 
ill Sitka district. During the past season considerable interest has 
been manifested and several very promising groups of claims have beetl 
bonded to Eastern capitalists, and the coming season will witness a 
great deal of development work. 

The richness of the surface prospects in Sumdum district, fifty miles 
south of Juneau, has inspired the gold seeker with great hope for the 
future of the many located in the vicinity, and the promise has been 
fulfi lled in every instance where development has been made. Most 
conspicuously is this true in the case of the Bald Eagle mine, which, a. 
mere prospect four years ago, has become one of the richest and best 
paying properties on the Pacific coast. The ores carry very little free 
gold, the values lying entirely in sulphurates, these being principally 
pyrites, though both zinc and lead sulphurates are present in consider­
able quantities, the octa.gonal sulphurate predominating, this being the 
richest of all quartz, wherever found. A crusher at the mouth of the 
adit discharges its product into a flume, which conveys it to the mill, 
nearly a mile distant, at a nominal cost for handling; 'and its richness 
may be estimated by the fact that the four stamps in four days less than 
six months produced concentrates valued at a round $100,000, or nearly 
$17,000 per month. The average value of all ores mined is $30 per ton. 

Admiralty Island, one of the largest of the Alexander Archipelago, 
lies south of Juneau. It is separated from the mainland coast by a 
narrow channel, and its mineral belt is in common with that of Douglas 
Island, lying north of it. A number of claims have been located upon 
its ledges, which vary in character from low to medium grade, and in 
size from mere stringers to immense deposits, approaching or even 
e;xceeding that of the great Tread well . . Funter Bay, on the west side of 
the·island, is one of the most promising locations. 

Upon Douglas Island there are now dropping 4S0', stamps in the mills 
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of the. Tread well and the Mexican ·companies, the first of whicb;lias made 
this island famous the world over. The reef upon which these mills 
are located extends two-thirds the length of tho island, and upon it 
have been located numerous claims. The Treadwell has recently let 
a contract for the erection of 520 additional stamps, which, when ill 
operation, will make this group of mines the largest that the mining 
world has ever seen. 

Like the mother lode of California, the mother lode of Alaska, or the 
great mineral belt which extends along the coast of southeastern Alaska, 
just back from the water's edge, and which never fails to pay the care­
ful prospector, has of course its spots of unusually rich value. At 
Berners Bay, forty miles north of Juneau, on Lynn Canal, there waR 
discovered some years ago ore of splelldid promise. The principal 
mines in this very rich district arc those of t1::e Berners Bay Mining 
and l\1i1ling Company, the .Tualin Mining and Milling Company, and 
tho Portland and Alaska Mining and Milling Company. The Aurora 
Borealis has recently erected a five-stamp mill on its property iu this 
district, which will soon be ready for operation. The character of the 
Aurora is frce milling, and is said to be one of the most extensive and 
richest paying veins in the district. The MelIin Mining and Manufac­
turing Company of Berners Bay will soon erect a twenty· stamp mill on 
its property. 

Many valuable locations have been made in the Ketchikan district, 
though no mills have yet been erected . It is one of the most promis­
ing mining districts on the coast, and is expected to add considerably 
to Alaska's gold output. 

On the banks of Prince William Sound immense deposits of copper 
have been found, which bid fair to rival the famed Anacouda mine. 

The mining carried on in the Lituya sectiou is confined to the beach 
or ruby sand deposits that lie along the shore line, some miles distant 
above the entrance to the bay. The first discovery of gold was made 
there a number of years ago, since which time washing has beeu car­
ried on to a greater or less extent every season . The Lituya Bay gold 
commands the price of $18 per ounce. It is fine and somewhat scaly, 
but, being unta:t:nished by rust, amalgamates readily, and but a. very 
small per cent is lost in the tailings. The gold deposited along the 
shores is brought there by glacial action from the range back. 

In conclusion, we wish to say that but a fraction of onc per cent of 
this rich coast has ever felt the tread of the prospector, and a valuable 
field for operations is open to aU who may come. The great success of 
this section of the country has inspired the breasts of capitalists with 
unlimited confidence in this country, and good undeveloped prospects 
find a ready sale. The chief virtue of prospecting on the coast of south­
eastern Ala~ka is the ability to keep in constant communication with a 
distributing point for supplies and the general evenness of the climate, 
which is not nearly as severe as the great majority of mining settle­
ments throughout the world. 



RECENT REPORTS OF STATE BUREAUS OF LABOR STATISTICS. 

IOWA. 

Seventh Biennial Report of the Burean of Lab01' Statistics fO?' the Statc 
of Iowa, 1895-1896. W . E. O'Bleness, Commissioner. 17G pp. 

Since the publication of the sixth biennial report the Iowa legislature 
has passed l:\ new law governing the bureau of labor statistics anu 
granting certain additional powers to the commissioner. The most 
important provision of th is law makes it compulsory upon manufac­
turers and otilers employing five or more wage earners to furnish certain 
specified wage and industrial statistics when required by the commis­
sioner . 

The present report deals with tlJe following subjects: Letter of trans· 
mittal, introduction, recommendations, etc., 18 pages ; industrial statis­
tic~, 40 pages; strikes, 1 page; railroad statistics, 9 pages; the Amana 
Society, 13 pages; manual training schools, 11 pages; cooperative rail­
roadiog, 2 pages; the Temple nmendmeut, 83 pages. 

INDUSTRIAL S1'..A.1'ISTICS.-Tables are given showing by counties an d 
industries, for t lJe years 1895 anul8DG, tlJe number of male and female 
employees, tlJe Humber of apprentices, the tota l yearly wages paid, aud 
the number of weeks in operation for 1,752 establishm ents, representing 
152 inuustries. Iu 18D5 these establishments employed ' 42,472 males, 
7,43G females, and 730 apprentices, making a total of 50,638. In 18D6 
tlJere were employed 40,854 males, 7,732 females, anu G87 apprentices, 
or a total of 49,273. This shows a faIling off in 1896 of 1 ,365 persons. 
In the number of female>! employed, lJo"\leyer, there was an increase of 
296 persons in I89G. • 

The total amouut of wages paid in tIJese 1,752 establislJments also 
shows a decrease. In 18D5 this item amounted to $18,119,080, and in 
1896 to $17,369,G22, or a decrease of $749,458. 

The esta,blishments were, on an average, in operation Oil full time and 
with fu ll force 42 "weeks in 1895 and 40 "\leeks in 18D6; on slJort or 
reduced time with reduced force 5 "\IeE}ks ill 18D5 anu 8 weeks in 18DG. 
The average time during wlJich business was entirely suspendcd was 5 
"\Iecks iu 1895 and 4 weeks in I8DG. 

The industry paying the greatest amount in wages was tl1at of coal 
mining, being $3,5D2,029 in 18D5 allu $3,257,215 in 1::)96. Next in 
importance, as regards this item of wages, was the sash and door 
manufacturing industry, the wage payments for this industry beillg 
$1,299,G27 in 18D5 and $ 1,217,485 in I8D6. The other industries whose 

426 



REPORTS OF STATE BUREAUS OF LABOR-IOWA. 427 

wage pa.yments aggregated over half a million dollars during the year 
1896 were tl1e newspaper, printing, and binding industries, $988,823; 
wholesale groceries, $ 747,884 ; pork packing, $688,263; and retail dry 
goods, $623,030. 

STRIKEs.-In 1895, 40 strikes were reported to the bureau, involving 
2,484. persons, and resulting in a wage loss of $118,715. In 1896 there 
were but 13 strikes, involving 889 persons, and resulting' in a wa.ge loss 
of $74,025. All the st.rikes reported a reduction in wages as the canse 
of strike. 

RAILROAD S~1'A'l.'ISTICS.-This consists of tables showing by groups 
of occnpations, for the years 1895 and 1896, the number of officials and 
other employees in the service of the railroad companies doing busine'ss 
in the State, and their total yearly and average daily earnings. 

During 1895, 24,107 persons were employed in the railroad industry, 
of wlJOlU 113 were general officers. In 1896 there were 28,165 persons 
so employed, of whom 132 were general officers. The following state· 
ment shows the distribution of expenditures for salaries and wages of 
the railroad companies during the years 1895 and 1896: 

E X PEN DITURES OF RAILIWADS Fon SALAl:IES A ND WAGES, 1805 AND 1800 . 

E xpended under-

General administration ................................................ .. 
Mailltenanco of way and structures ... _. _ .... .. ........................ . 
Mruntenanco of eqn.ipment ...................... .. ........ .. .... ........ . 
Condllcting transpor tation .. .. . . ...................................... .. 

1895. 

$595, 232. 10 
3, 210,926.98 
2, 361, g6l. 80 
7,580, 419. 36 

1800. 

$045, 647. 80 
3, H25, 892. 40 
3,207, 647.97 
8,221,334.75 

THE AMANA SOCIETy.-Two articles descriptive of this socialistic 
community are reproduced from a mOllthly magazine. 

MANUAL TRAINING SCHOOLS.-This chapter contains reports from 
the superintendents of the manual training schools at West Des 
Moines and l\fason City. They give an outline of the courses of study 
and systems of instruction at each school. 

COOPERATIVE RAILROADING.-This contains an account of the sys· 
t em adopted by the Illinois Central R ailroad whereby employees can 
acquire sbares of stock in the company by making installment I)ay· 
ments. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Twent!l ·seventh Anmlal Report of the Jlfassa.chusetts Burea11 of Statistics 
of Labor. l\farch,1897. Horace G. Wadlin, Chief. xv, 353 pp. 

The following subjects are treated ill this report: Part I , Social and 
industrial changes in tbe county of Barnstable, 104 pages ; P art Il, 
Graded weekly wages, 202 pages; Part Ill, Labor chrollology, 1896, 
47 pages. 

P ART I, SOCIAL AND INDUS'l'RI.AL CHANGES IN THE COUNTY OF 
BARNS'l'ABLE.-Tbis part of the report is the result of an inquiry made 
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by direction of the legislature, and)las special reference to the immi­
gration of Western Islanders into the connty. The presentation 
consists of population and industrial statistics, and portrays by com­
parative figures the prescnt conditions of the county and the changes 
that it has undergone, and indicates the means by which improvements 
can be made in its resources and in the welfare of its inhabitants. 

PART Il, GRAllED WEEKLY W AGES.-This eomprelJensive preiOen­
tation of wage statistics for the United States and foreign countries 
has already been reviewed in Bulletin No. 14. It is published in 
installments, the present report (the second installment) containing 
occupations having the initial letters D, E, F, and G. 

P ART Ill, LABOR CHRONOLOGY, 1896.-This chapter contains brief 
accounts of important events affecting labor that occurred during the 
year. These accounts are arranged in chronological order under each 
of the three heads-hours of labor, wages, and trade unions, respec­
tively. The chapter also contains a reproduction of the Iabor laws 
iJassed in 1897. The following summary will give an idea of the labor 
movement during the year 1896: 

"In the year 1896 the labor unions continued agitation for a shorter 
working day, increased wages, and the use of union-made gcods desig­
nated by means of the label. Considerable effort was also made ill the 
interest of organization, unions being formed in several tradcs hitherto 
unorganized. Owing to the general curtailment of production and the 
necessary idleness of several thousand employees, the labor unions " 
were particularly beneficial by paying to members a fixed sum weekly, 
thus supplying a means of living in place of loss of employment. The 
labor laws enacted by the legislature during the past year were due 
cIliefly to the labor unions. TIle settlement of labor difficulties by the 
principle of arbitration was adhered to more strictly than in previous 
years. The principal subjects receiving the indorsement of organized 
labor were the abolition of contract labor on public works, raising of 
the compulsory iOchool age, further restriction of hours of labor for 
women and children, the extension of factory laws to mercantile estab­
lishments. New members reported admitted to various unions num­
bered 1,637, a slight increase over the preceding year. Neworganiza­
tions form ed numbered 34, with 1,454 charter members. These figures 
are probably less than the actual number." 



ANNUAL REPORT ON THE COOPERATIVE SAVINGS AND LOAN 
ASSOCIATIONS OF NEW YORK. 

Anmtal R ep01·t ~f the Superintendent of Banks R elative to Oooperative 
Savings an(l Loan Aasociations, for the year 1896. TraIlsmittetl to 
the Legislature of the State of New York, March 1, 1897. F. D. 
Kilburn, Superintendent Of Banks. 799 pp. 

This report consists of: A letter of transmittal, 24 11ages; a list of 
cooperative savings and loan associations that 1Jave reported to the 
banking department, or have been organized or authorized under the 
banking law, from 1875 to 1897, including building.lot associations, 29 
pages; a detailed statement of the condition of the cooperative savings 
and loan associations of the State of New York, January 1,1897, as 
compiled from reports to t he banking depart.ment, 584 pages; a corn· 
parative table of assets, liabilities, receipts, disbursements, etc., of 
cooperative savings and loan associations for the year 1896, 81 pages; 
a detailed statement of the condition of lot associations, 22 pages; a 
copy of the law governing the organization and supervisioll of coop· 
erative savings and loan associations, 40 pages. 

The t ables following give t1Je aggregate assets and liabilities, receipts 
and disbursements, etc., of 349 national and local associations in the 
State : 

A SSETS AND LIAllILITIES, RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS, OF 349 SAVINGS AND 
L OAN ASSOCIATIONS F OR THE YEAR 1896. 

Items. 

ASSETS. 

Loans 011 bond and mortgage . _. __ ~ ..• ••.• •••..•• I •• I .......... . 
Loans on shrn:es . . . . . ................................ .... . ... .. . 
L oans on other secu r ities . ... ..... ............... ... ...... . .. . . 
Stocks and bonds .. .... . .... ..•..... . .. .. .. .... •• ........ ... ... 
Real estate . ... ........ ..... . . ... .. ... .. ...... . ........ .. ... . . . 
Cash on h an (l and in bank .. . . .. ............. . ; .....••. ; ••... .. 
Furniture and fixtnres . ....... . .... . ... . ........•..... . ... . .... 
Installmen ts due and unpaicL ..... ... ...... . .. . .. .. ..........• 
Interest, premium, fees, au(l fioes due a od uupaid .. .......... . 
Other assets ....... . ....................... . .............. .. .. . 

National. 

$13,858,121 
444 ,926 
43, 632 
12,000 

2, 195,842 
663, 043 
42,050 

275,096 
252,067 
249,92! 

Local. 

$31, 750, 240 
1, 029,1 44 

166,456 
3, 430 

1,935, 687 
1,169,027 

41 ,215 
76,811 

135, 973 
144, 334 

Total. 

$45, 608, 361 
1,474,070 

210,088 
15,430 

4, 131, 529 
1,832, 670 

83,865 
351,907 
388,040 
394, 258 

1----,-·1----·-----
Total........ .••. ..................... . .................. 18,037, 3dl 36,452,917 54,490,218 

~== 
LIABILITIES. 

Due shareh olders, dues and profi ts ............... ... .... ...... 14, 800,206 32,947,037 47,747,243 
Due shareholders , matnrerl ahares...... ................. ...... 600 659,420 660,020 
13alaoce to be paid out ou loa.ns made.. ... . . . ..... ... ... . .. ... . 1,158,245 319, 338 1,477,583 
13orrowed money ...... ...... ... ......... ................... . .. 184,277 444, 534 628,811 
Earnings undiv ided .... ...... ...... .. ...... .... ............... 1,573, 715 2, 038,339 3, 612, 054 
Other h abili ties .. .. . .. .. ... ...... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. . .. .. .. 320, 258 44, 24~ 364, 507 

Total ...................................... ........... ... 18,037,3011 36, ~ M,49O,2ls 
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ASSETS AND LU.UILITIES, RECEIPTS .AKD DISBURSEMENTS, OF 3J9 SAVINGS AND 
LOAN ASSOCIATIONS FOR THE YEAR 189!>--Conelndod. 

Hems. National . I Local. Total. 

UECEIPTS . 

Cash on ham! January 1, 1890 ....... .. .. . . . ..... ...... ........ . 
SubserictiollS on shares .. .... ....... . . . .. .. . . ... ...... .. . .... . . 

~~~Ii'J:,~::r~~~3~~~i1(i::::::: : :: ::::::: : ::::: :: : :::::::::::::::: 
$564, 312 $1, 472,989 $2,037,301 

5,343, 764 8, 083,535 13, 4~7, 299 
195,597 1,110, 139 1,005,736 

2,616,412 4,618, 837 7,235,240 
292,524 507,171 85U, 695 

Rea l estate sold ...•........... .... ..... .. . .. . .•. . .. .... ........ 328,540 226,765 555, 205 
Foes rece ived ... _0 _ • ___ •••••• __ • ___ ••• • 0 ._ • • _ . _ •••• _0 . _ •••••• _. 141,214 30,910 172, 124 
PremiulU received. _. __ ............ _0 ••••••• __ _ •• __ • • ___ •• __ 0 •• 414,821 443,563 85R, 38·1 
Interostl'cceived ... • .• .....• . . . .. . .•.•.. . . .... ...••••.•. . ..•.. 661,189 1,635,431 2,296, 620 
F ines reccive(l .. . o _ _ ••• _ •••••••• • • _ • • •••••• • __ • •••• _ .. ___ • •• •• _. 

Rent receive(l. .•............•.•........... .. .. .....• . . .. .... . .. 
42,070 43,052 85, 72~ 
57,333 63, 001 125,33·1 

Othcr rccoipts .......................... . ..... .. ... .. ........ .. 494,193 233,388 727,881 
-----------

Total ... ... .... ..... . . ....... . . . . ............. . ...... . .. . 11, 152,269 18,534,381 29,680,650 

DISli t"RSE:IIE:\'TS. 

t~;:~~ ~~ ~h~~gS~~~;':iti~~:::::: : ::::::::::: ::::::: :::::::::::: 
Puid on witbdrEtwals, dues, und profits ........... ... . ... • •. . .. 
Paiflmatured shares ............ . ....... ... ...... .. .. .. . .. .. .. 

~~a fnOt';;;?o':~~.~.~~~:.:: ::::: :::::: : :: ::::::::: :::::::::: : ::: : : 
Pai(! for real estate .. . .. .... ..... . ........ . .... .. .. . . . ........ . 
Pai<lsl\laries, clerk hire, and commissions ..................... . 

4, 141,125 6, 888,827 11,029,952 
389, 710 864.,674 1,254,384 

3,302,008 7, 047,863 10, 349,871 
374,802 634,227 1, 000,080 
171,285 921,124 1,092,409 

87,8405 44,808 \ 132,653 
091, 521 3a2,904 1,024,425 
509,089 184,342 693, 43l 

Pui(l nd,ortising, printing, anll postage .. _. __ . ___ ____ .. . _ .. , __ . 
PaW ront. .. . ...... . .. .... ..... . ..... ....................... . .. 

47,066 23,345 70, 411 
42,342 33,627 75,969 

Paid repairs to real estate ..... .. ......... . .. . .......... . .... . . 
Pai<l taxes, insurance, ete .... . . ... .. ...... .. . .. . ...... . ... . .. . . 
Otber disbursements ................... . ........ . ... .. ....... .. 
Cash On hu.nd Decembcr 31, 1896 ............................... . 

37,090 42,093 79, 18a 
67, 065 81,lu3 148, lU8 

628,218 265,817 804, 035 
603,0·13 1, 169,627 1,832,670 

------------ ------
Total ..... . .............. .... ...... .. .. ... ..... ..... ..... . 11,152, 269 18,534,381 ~9, 686, 650 

MISCELL .lXEOl:S STATISTICS OF 3J9 SAVINGS AND LOA.S ASSOCIATIONS ],' OR TilE 
YEA1~ 1896. 

Items . 

Assoc iations ..... .. ........... .. ................. ...... .... . .... _ ..... . 
Shares in force J anuar y 1,1896 ........ . ... . .. . . ............. .. 
Sh"res issued d nring t ho year .... .... . ...................... .. 
Shar~8witudra\Vn during tho ycnr ...... . .... . .................. . 
Sbares in force D ecember 31, 1896 . ..... ..... """""'" ... . .. 
Borl'owin,g members .... . ....... . ...... .... . ...................... . 
Shares bch!lJy borrowing mOlU Lers . ........... . .. ....... . . . .. 
Non borrowing members .................... .. ...... . ......... . .. . 
Sbares beld by llonhorrowiug meruLors .. . ....... . . .. .. . ...... . 
Female s hareholders . .. ..... . ..... . ....... . .. . .... . ......... .. 
Sbares he lel by fem ales . . ... ........... .. .. .. .......... . . ..... . 
Amount of mortgages on property ill tho Stale ... ........ .... . 
E:q,onses for tbeyear ....... .... .... ... .... ....... . . .. ...... .. 
Foreclosures iu 1896 .... .... .. ..... .... . ..... .... .. ... ........ . 

Loo"l. National. I 
----: 

36 
674, 317 
262, 681 
214, 925 
722, 073 

11, 856 
154,886 
62,758 

567, 187 
a9, 386 

a 73, 186 
$7,375,139 

$704, 555 
439 

313 
727,911 
198,695 
1OO,lol7 
727,459 
20,358 

212,752 
74,606 

!i14 , 707 
a29, 31 9 

,,201,672 
$29, 169, 790 

$291,780 
264 

aNot incl uding 1; associations no t reporting. 

Total. 

24 9 
1,402, 228 

461, 376 
414,072 

1, 440, 532 
a2, 214 

307,038 
137, 304 

1,081,894 
a 38, 705 

a274 ,858 
$36, 544 , 929 

$900,3:J8 
703 



ANNUAL REPORT ON THE BUILDING AND LOAN ASSOCIATIONS 
OF OHIO. 

Sixth Annual Report oj the Burea1~ oj B1tilding and Loan Associc~tion8 
of Ohio, j01' the year ending December 31, 1896. W. S. Mathews, 
Ex-officio Illspector of Building' and IJoan Associations. 516 pp. 

This report contains returns of business operations and other data 
received from all building and loan associations in the State for the 
year ending December 31, 1896. Twenty-four pages are devoted to 
an introduction and summary, and 481 pages consist of statistical 
tables showing in detail for each association comparative data for 1895 
and 1896, assets, liabilities, receipts, disbursements, statements of earn­
ings, distribution of earnings, record of shares, miscellaneous statistics, 
date of organization and capital stock, and the names of officers and 
depositories. 

The statement followin g shows the totals for all associations in the 
State as presented in the summary. Of the 755 associations in the 
St.ate 8 were national. 

ASSOCL\ TIOKS. 

Permanent ______ __ . _ ..... ___ . _____________ .. ___________ . __ . _____ __ 
Serial. . __ . _____________ . ____________ . _____________________ . __ . __ __ 
Terminating ____________________________ . ____ . __________ ___ . ____ __ 
Serial and terminu,ting . ____ . __ .......... __ ... ____ . _______ . _ .. _ ... . 

Tota 1 _________ _ .. ___ .. ____ . _ .. ____ .. _________________ . _____ _ 

J\IE)lllEHSHIP. 

Borrowing members ______________ .. . _~ _________________________ • __ 
Nonborrowillg members . ______ .... __________________________ ____ .. 

Total ____ .. ____ .. ____ . ____ . ______ .. _______ .. ____________ .... 

SHARES. 

Shares of runmng stock in force ... ______ __________ .... __________ .. 
Shares of paid-up stock in force ____________ . _____ .. ________ .. ____ .. 

Total shares in force .. ____ .. ______ __________ .. __________ . ... 
Shares npon which loam have been made .. ______________________ .. 

CAPITAL STOCK. 

Authorized capital stock .. __ .. __ .. ____________________ . _ .... ____ __ 
Subscribed capital stock ______ .... ____ ................... ____ . __ .. 
Capital stock paid in ...•.........••... ____ .•.........•.....• __ .. __ 

708 
19 
21 
4 

755 

81,288 
216,372 

297,660 

1, 215, 895 
173,16-1 

1,389,059 
410,176 

$793, 000, 000.00 
300, 43fl, 571. 00 
80, 175,163.71 
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ASSETS. 

Cash on hancl ...••..............................•................. 
Loans on mortga.go security ........................... . .......... . 
Loans on st ock or pass·book security .................... .... •..•.. 
Real estate . .... ..... .... .......... .. ............. ....... ........ . 
Other .....•. .•........ •..... : .. .. .... ... .............. . ......... .. 

$4,168,583.16 
83,.204,305.27 
5, 039, !H4. 38 
2,476,317.49 
2,018,103.76 

Total. ..... . .. . .. .... . .. . . . .. . . .. .. .. . . .... .. .. .... .. ....... 96, D06, 524. 06 

LIAnILITIES . 

Running stock and dividends ............ ....................... .. 
Paid·up stock and dividenus .................................... .. 
Deposits anu interest . ........................ .............. ... .. . 
Funu for contingent losses ............ ............. .............. . 
Borrowed money .............................. .................. .. 
Other . ........ . .................................................. . 

Total . ..................................................... . 

RECE~PTS . 

Cash on hand January 1,1896 ............................... .. ... . 
Dues on running stock .......................................... .. 
Paid·up stock ................................................... .. 
Deposits ........................................................ .. 
Mortgage loans repaid ........................... , .............. .. 
Interest . . ........ ... ....... .. ............. ........... ........... . 
Premiums ... ............ ................... .... ................ .. 
Eines . ... . ...................................................... .. 
Pass books and init iation ............ """ ...................... .. 
Borrowed money . ........... .......... ............ .............. .. 
Real estate ....................................................... . 
Other ......................... ................. . ......... ........ . 

'fotal . .................................................... .. 

DISnvRSE~IENTS . 

Loans ou mortgage security ..................................... .. 
Loans on stock 'or pass·book securit y ............................ .. 
Withdrawals of runn ing stock ....................... . .......... .. 
Withdrawals of paid·up stock .................. .... ............ .. 
Withdrawals of deposits ......................... ... ............. . 
Di vitlends ...... . . ............. ... .............. : .............. ". 
Borrowed money ................................................. . 
Interest .. ...... ...... .............. ......... .................... . 
Otl.J er. ... . ...................................................... .. 
Cash on hancl . ................................................... . 

Total ........... . .......... ... ............................. . 

EARNINGS. 

Interest ...................... . ................................. .. 
Preminms ...................................................... .. 
Fines .. . .......... . .... . ... ........ ..... ........ ................ .. 
Transfer fces .................. . ........ ......................... . 
Pass books aUlI initiation .. ... .......... .. ... ... .. ............... . 
Rents .................................. . ........................ .. 
Other .......... . . .. . .......... . .... .... ......................... .. 

Total . ............ . ..... . . .. .......... ... ..... ...... ...•.... 

57,209, 528.35 
22, 965,635.36 
12,517,570.43 

2, 873, 399. 86 
949,705.64 
390, 684. 42 

----
96,906, 524.06 

4,691,148.09 
21, 225,119. 90 
5,440,573.08 

12,575,278. 49 
15,508, 865.84 
4,g84,179.32 
1,022, 712. 83 

76, 930. 66 
68, 004.89 

3, 491,054.34 
418,375.41 

1, 187,210.20 

70,689,453.05 

21,055,468.10 
2, 706, 534. 42 

17,648, 614.04 
3, 546, 910. 63 

11,913,048.01 
2,860,364.67 
3, 499, 281. 72 

554,314.84 
2,737,645.84 
4, 167, 270. 78 

70, 689, 453. 05 

5, 021, 448. 91 
1,025,349.68 

78,671. 77 
6, 494.84 

61,341. 2D 
73,755.43 

317, 201. 96 

6, 584, 263. 88 
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D ISTlUnUTION OF EARNIN GS. 

Dividends on running stock ............................ ...... .... . 
Dividends on paid·up stock ...................................... . 
T o fund' for contin gent l osses .................................... .. 
Interest on deposits ........ .................... ..... .... . ........ .. 
Interest on borrowed money ............. ....... ........ .... ... . .. .. 
Salaries ........................................ .. ............... .. 
Losses ........ ............ .......... ... ........ ......... ........ .. 
Miscella neous . ........... .. ..... ...... .... .................... .. .. 

$3,021,684.76 
1,459,318.80 

410,281.14 
549, 745. 85 

76,810.95 
428,854.41 
115,973.47 
521,594.50 

Total . ...... ............ .. .............. ..... ". .. . ... ...... 6,584,263.88 

These figures sllow an increase over the year 1895 of 5.31 per cent in 
the amount of capital stock paid in. There was likewise au increase 
of 6.37 ,per cent in tlle number of members, of 5.20 per cent in the 
amount of assets and liabilities, of 0.83 per cent in the amount of 
receipts and disbursements, and of 5.50 per cent iu the total earnings. 

ELEVENTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE STATE BOARD OF ARBI­
TRATION AND CONCILIATION OF MASSACHUSETTS. 

Eleventh Ann~lal Report of the State Board of Arbit"ation and Ooncilia· 
tion of jJla88ach~l8ett8, for the year ending December 31, 1896. Charles 
H. Walcott, Chairman. 204 pp. 

The report proper consists of an introduction and d.etailed. accounts 
of thirty cases dealt witll by t.he board. An appendix contains a digest 
of laws relating to State and local board.s and other tribunals of con· 
ciliation and arbitration in the United States. 

During the year tlIe board took cognizance of controversies involving 
persons whose yearly earnings were estimated a t $1,216,300. The work 
of tlIe board. has been about t.he average amount and of the same gen· 
eral nature as in former years, except that arbitration cases, as distin· 
guislled from cases of conciliation, have been relatively more nnmerous 
than lleretofore. The ex;pense of maintaining the board of arbitration 
and conciliation for the year has been $11,305.86. 



TENTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE BOARD OF MEDIATION AND 
ARBITRATION OF NEW YORK. 

Tenth Annual Repm't of the BOC~1'd of Jlfediation and Arbitmtion of the 
State of New York. Transmitted to the Legislature January 28,1897. 
Charles L. Phipps, William Puree]], and W. H . H . Webster, Com­
missioners. 580 pp. 

This report, like those for preceding years, contains accounts of 
individuallabor disputes, arranged alphabeticaUy according tc? indus­
tries, and verbatim reports of proceedings of the board where sessions 
were held for the purpose of taking testimony. An appendix contaills 
a reproduction of arbitration laws in the various States. 

Durillg the year ending October 31, 189G, 246 labor disputes were 
reported. This was nearly 40 per cent less than ill 1895, and far below 
the average Humber in previous years. This decrease is attributed 
mainly "to the continuance of the bnsiness depression and consequent 
increase in the percentage of unemployed," and to some extent "to 
conservative action on tbe part of workingmen, who have learned from 
experience that the strike is a wea.pon to be used only as a last resort." 

Eighteen principal cases are cited where the board exercised its 
power of mediation. The 246 strikes and lockouts in the State were 
distributed among the following occupations: 

STRIKES AND LOCKOUTS IN NEW YORK, BY OCCUPATIONS, 1896. 

Occupations. Occupations . 
Strikes I 

or 
lockouts. 

Occupations. 
Strikes 

01' 
lockouts. 

I St~\kes 
______________ ~l lOOknuta. 

- - ---- j----------_.- ---
.Actors . .... . ..... ... . 
Axle makers ........ . 
Bakers .......... .. .. . 
noiler makers 31111 

ab ip bllilllers ...... . 
:Brass workers . . _ ... . 
Brewers ........... .. 
Brill!!" buili1cl's .... .. 
Buildin ~ trades .... .. 
Butcbers . ....... ... .. 
Carpet wOl·l'ers .... .. 
Cigar makers .. .. .. .. 
Cigaretto .:I'takers ... . 
Cloak mali-ors . _ .... _. 

g~~cef,~~'j~: :::::::: : 
Diamond workers ... . 
Dri,-el's .. . ..... . _ .. . 
Drop fOl'gers .. . . . . .. . 
Electric -wire men __ .. 
Express-compflny cm-

ployees ...... .. .. .. 

1 Fireworks makers .. _ . 
1 Fur workers ... _ . . _ .. 
1 Furnitnre workerl1 ... 

Gns-company c'm-

~ G r..1"O'{~'o~·k-';,:; : : : : : : : : 
z Grain 8coopel's ...... . 
t Hat, mnhers ....... . __ . 

n TIol'scshoers ........ .. 
2 I ce hnudlers .. " .... .. 
1 Iron workers ........ . 

10 Laborers ............ . 
1 I"n.l1llclry workers .. .. . 
9 Machitllsts .......... . 
3 Jl[attross makers ... . . 
1 MeS"~lll!ers .......... . 
1 Motal workers ...... .. 
4 OV'eJ'gniter mali:c rs. __ . 
1 PaNel's .. . _ . ....... _ . 
1 I Picturc·framellJnkora . 

1 
1 
2 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
2 
5 
4 
4 
1 
2 
2 
2 
7 
1 

PrinLin:, trades .. " ... 
Itailt'Oau employees 

(s team) .... .. ..... .. 
Rtlilroall employees 

(street) ........... .. 
Sbirt cutters .. .... .. .. 
Shirt makers .... . . .. . 
Shoemakers .... . ... .. 
StOlJeclltters .. ....... . 
S1,o,e lllolln ters ... ... _ 
'.ra.i lors . __ __ .. . _ ... . . . 
'l'extile workers . _. __ . 
Truckmen .. ___ ... ... _ 
Upllolsterers ........ . 
'Waist and wrapper 

makers ........... .. 
Waiters .. .......... .. 

Total ......... .. 

~ 
1 
3 
r. 
1 
1 

12 
3 
1 
4 

1 
7 

246 

Of the 246 strikes and lockouts, 153, or 62 per cent, occnrred in the 
city of New York, Brooklyn had 2G, Bnfi'alo 21, New York and Brook­
lyn D, Albany 7, Rochester 5, aud the remaining 25 occurred in 20 other 
cities and towns throughout tbe State. 
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GREAT BRITAIN. 

Ninth Report on Trac7e Unions in Great B,-itain and I"eland, 1896. lviii, 
274 pp. (Published by the Labor Department of the British Board 
of Trade.) 

The information contained in this report on trade unions is presented 
under the following heads: Introduction and analysis and summary of 
tables; a detailed table showing, for each of 1,330 trade unions making 
returns, the date of formation of the union, the number of branches at 
the end of 1896, the membership for each of the five years i8V2 to 1896, 
and the address of the chief office; a table showing details of fuuds, 
contributions, and expenditures for each of 100 selected trade unious in 
1896; 11 com.parative table showing the income and expenditure of the 100 
unions for the five years 1892 to 1896 amI another showing for the seven 
years 1890 to 1896 the amount of funds, contributions, and expenditures 
per member for the same 100 unions; also tables dealing with federa­
tious autI trade councils, and mortality among trade unionists. 

The number of trade unions makiug returns for 1896 was 1,330, with 
12,807 branches and 1,487,562 members. Of the 1,330 unions, 581, with a 
total membership of 1,004,345, were registered under the trade uuion 
act. The r emaining 749, with a total membership of 393,217, were 
unregistered. The bulk of the trade-union membership was furnished 
by a small numucr of large unions. Thus, there were 30 unions which 
had a membership of over 10,000 each and un aggregate membership of 
718,050, while there were 489 unions of less than 100 members each, or 
an aggregate of but 24,728 members. About 83 per cent of the unions 
had a membership of less than 1,000, while their aggregate number of 
members was only 14 per cent of the tota,l membership of all the trade 
union s. 

A new feature of the present report is the separate statement of the 
num bel' of women belonging to trade lluions in each group of industries. 
Of the total trade unions reporting, 127 bad female members witb al? 
aggregate female membership of 108,578. Of these unions, 107 had a 
mixed membership, and the remaining 20 unions, with a total of6,974 
persons, consisted entirely of women. 

The table following" shows the number and membership of trade 
nnions, by groups of industries, for the five years 1892 to 1896. 
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Is"UMBER AND ME~BERSHIP Ol!' ~~9~I?.~ ~~:ONS, BY GROUPS OF I NDUSTUIES, 

[For this r eport spocial inquiries wore mado with rogard to tll e memhership of trado unions 101' the 
1iYe years 1e92 to 1896. Tho r esult, while completely r evising tho fi g ures publis llell ill previous 
reports , affords n. lUuch more complete ana accurato comparison of trade- union melllbership for a 
period of years than has hitherto been availahle.] . 

Group of jnuns· 
Unions making return s. MCtllber~hip of sach l:llion s. 

tries. 1892. 1893. 1894. 1895. 1890. 1892. 1893. 1894. 1895. 1890. 
~- ~-~-~-------

Building. __ . _. ____ 147 156 171 178 187 100, 59! 175,715 181 , on 182,439 190, 283 
MiD~ng antI quar-

84 89 89 90 86 323,297 327, 432 314,412 285,922 ~!H, 800 
M~l!il,g ' c~ii;;c~;" 

in 1;, nnd ship· 
267 209 271 272 28l 264,590 255,905 260,128 264.991 301,5J6 bUlldlllg (a) .• •. • 

-Textile ........... 212 216 226 235 2~3 200,085 201,160 2U9,237 211, 694 212, 491 
Clothing .. ........ 39 42 42 47 51 82, 086 79, 672 80,805 77, 667 76,800 
TrnnSNortntion 

(lane ancl sea) .. 54 55 59 60 59 150,990 139,351 122, 161 119, 108 133,714 
agrieulturallabor 

7 36,279 32, 28" 7,970 3,535 and fisheries .... 9 11 11 9 3,546 
Printing, etc., 

54 55 5! 55 44,830 46,258 47,745 49,014 59, 913 trados .......... 49 
1VoodworkilJgalld 

99 102 105 109 112 30,516 30, 379 30,293 31, 097 36,141 fnrllishing. ___ .. 
Miscellaneons .. . . 224 245 256 262 259 1G8,521 165,533 171, 113 172,420 1&1, 302 

--~- -- .~- ---
Total ....... 1, 184 1,239 1,285 1, 316 1,330 1,401, 800 1,453, GQ2 1,424,941 1, 397,887 1,487, 562 

a By tho term" engineering" is meant such occupations as machmists, lllacliin o builders, turners, 
pnttcrn makers, etc. 

It will be obser,ctl from the above table that there was a steady 
increase in the number of trade unions froUl 1,184 in 1892 to 1,330 in 
1896. Tlle trade· union membership shows a decrease fram year to 
year until 1895, when the lowest figure, 1,397,887, was reached. In 1896 
the number ofmcmbers had increased to ] ,487,562, t.he highest trade­
union membership during the period. 

The greatest proportional increase of membership during the five· 
year period occurred in the building trades, while the greates t decrease 
is noted in the' group of agricultural labor and fisheries. Of the nine 
specified groulJs of industries given above, five show an increase and 
four a decrease of membership. The greatest membership in 18lJ6, 
301,506 persons, was reported by the group of metal, engineering, aud 
shipbuilding. Next in order were the groups of mining and quarrying 
with 284,806, and of textiles with 212,491 members. The smallest 
membership was reported for the group of agricultural labor and 
fisheries . 
~he financial details of the trade unions are gi,eu for only 100 of 

the leading societies. These, however, in 1896, represented 65 per cent 
of the total trade·union membership reported. 

The following comparative statement shows the financial operations 
of the 100 principal trade· unions for the five years 1892 to 1896: 

FINaNCIaL OPERaTIONS OF 100 PRINCIPaL TRADE UNIONS, 1892 TO 1890. 

Year. 
Member· Fund. on 
~'::J' ~t~ I ncome. Expendi. hand at tnre, cnd of year. each year. 

913,759 $7,097,377 $6,914,153 $7,764,170 . 
917,496 7, 916,253 9,043,417 6, 637,006 
931,440 8.029,034 7,041,470 7,624,569 
921, C86 7, 659,496 6,852, 494 8, t31, 571 
966,953 8, 154,526 6,030,713 10,555,385 

1892 ................................................ . 
1893 . ...... _.: .• ____ .... __ ... . __ ........... __ .. __ ... _ 
1894 .... __ ... ___ ....... . __ .. __ ' .... ... ........ ..... .. 
1895 ........ ....... .... . ............. __ ..... ....... .. 
1896 . .... __ .. __ ............ ..... ...... . .......... .. .. 
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While the income of the trade unions was fairly stable dnriug the 
five year s, there was a considerable flnctuation o( the annual expendi· 
ture. In all the years, except 1893, the total expenditure was less 
than the total income, so that the accumul ated funds have correspond­
ingly increased . The annual expenditure was greatest, £1,858,300 
($0,043,417), in 1893 and least, £1,239,230 (86,030,713), in 1806. 

Tile chief general features to be Hoted in a detailed comparison of 
expeuditnrc over a period of years are the steady and continuous 
growth of expenditure on superannuatioll; the comparatively ulIiform 
cost per head for sickness, accident, and funeral benefits ; amI the 
marked varia tions ill the expenditure on disputes. These points are 
brought out ill the following comparative table: 

EXP.E~DITUTIES OF 100 PRrXCIPAL TRA D E UNIONS 0 )< ,-,unOlJS BENE FITS, E T C., 
18~2 T O 180G. 

[T ho cxpcmli t nro pcr memuer is calculated throughout on the hasis of th e to tal member . hip of the 
100 princi pa l t rac1o . u niolls a n d ll ot on t ho m embership of t he unions l)ayillg tile partic ula r classes of 
h en efi ts .] 

1892. 
1 

1893. I 1894. 1895. I 189G. 

Oh.iect. P er I I P er I I Per P er Per 
A m ount., mem- Amo nnt . Imem. A mollut. mom- Amoun t. mem- Amount. mem-

ber . I ber. I bcr. ber . ber. 

Unemployecl 
$1. 87 $2,234, 084 1$2. 44

1
$2, 2;;4, OU9 1$2.42 benefit . _ . .. $1, 702,501 $2, 13 ~, 573 $2. ~2 $1, 38B, 301 $1.43 

D~Scftu:~.b~~: . 1 ,730, 224 1. CO 2,894, 477 3.15 772,367 .83 026, 645 1. 00 754, 030 _78 
Sick a nd ac· 

cidcnth en-
efi t _ .. . _. __ l,013, 35G 1.11 1, 169,824 1.28 1, 118,239 1. 20 l ,284, OOG 1. 39 1, 198,80! 1.24 

Slll'erannn:t-
tlOn benefit 496, 777 .54 546,274 .59 593, 956 . 61 639,908 . 70 690, OO~ .72 

Funer al ben-
e fit ... . . . .. 336,266 .37 360, 100 .40 339, 906 . 36 rl70, 852 .40 3G6,910 . 28 

Otller ben-
efits amI 

icrnlltB. -_.- 403,696 .44 600, 006 .65 596, 482 . 64 242,425 . 20 314,770 . 32 
, ol'ldllgand 

other ex-
penses .... _ 1,222,333 1. 34 1, 227, 852 1. 3! I , 3G6, 421 1.47 1,255, 99;; 1. 36 1,316, 038 1. 36 

Total .. 6, 914,1531 7.57 1 0, 043,417 1 9.85 [ 7, OH, 47° 1 7. 56 0, 852, 494 1 7.43 1 0,030, 713 1 6.23 

The expenditure for nnemployed and dispute benefits reached its 
highest point, £1,054,035 ($5,129,461), in 1893, since wiJich time this 
kind of expenditure has almost steadily decreased. Comparing 1896 
with the preceding year, it is found that there war:; a decrease of nearly 
35 per cent in the expenditure for the unemployed, and of 18.5 per cent 
for dispute benefits. The other expenditures varied but slightly during 
the five years. In general, there was a decreasing tendency in expendi­
tures for unemployed and dispute benefits, and an increasing tendency 
in expenditures for other friendly benefits. In 1896, for the first time 
during the period, thc expenditures for sick and accident, superannu­
ation, and funeral benefits exceeded those for disputes and for the 
unemployed. 

In 1896 each group of industries sho,,"cd a decreasc in expeuuiture 
for unemployed benefits as compared with tlIe preceding year. 

4584-N o. 16- -10 
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OtlIer forms of labor organization enumerated in this report are tile 
federations and trade councils. A" federation" is defined as "an asso­
ciation of separate trade societies or branches of societies connected 
with kindred trades for certain limited and specific pnrposes, with lim­
ited and defined powers over its constituent societies." The trade coun­
cils are "purely local consultative bodies, to which their const ituclJt 
societi es send representatives for tlIo purpose of discu ssion and m1vice."· 

The following summary shows the distribution of federations accord ­
ill g to groups of industries and tlIe trade councils for the years 189,!, 
18D5, amI 1896: 

FEDm~L\.'l'fO-'::; 0]" 'frrADE UKIOK::i _,)ID 'l'RAJ)E COUKClLS, 1S04 TO 18DO. 

--- - ----1- 1894. -1--- -----;s;;s.-
Gronp of iUtlllstri c!i . 1- -I-~[--IJ-I- I M 1.> 

1890. 

_ ~umbcr. ~h:p~r . N umber. =;~p~r. ~~t1mber . 
Memuer­

ship . 

F cucrntions of trnae unions: 
Building trntles ...... ___ ..... . 
Miniu(f' antl qunrryi ng _, __ ... ' 
M c tal.'::'cngincering', untl s lJip· 

uuilding . .... __ .... ___ .. __ _ _ 
Textile tmc1c •................ 
Other tratles ................. . 

3:; I 
18 

DS,337 
4D2,558 

41 
18 

08,OSS 
42Q,01Q 

43 
17 

05, 191 
41',65l! 

17 188,011 18 107,605 19 2 15,046 
19 ~ 15, 600 19 313, 188 20 324, 700 
21 64,189 23 79, 062 3J 8S, 603 

Tota l ... .. .................. -110 "1.l5s, 764 -Jl!)1~0' 962 - 130"1-1,141. 318 
Trado councils .................. __ 133 672,980 137 061,774 13! 052,327 

The aggregate membership given in the table does not represent an 
equal llllmbel' of separate indi\7iduals, since in SOllle cases the sallle 
unioll belongs to more than one federation, and it often happens that 
local branches of unions are affiliated to local federations for certain 
purposes, while for other purposes the entire union belongs to some 
general federation . This duplication occurs mainly in tlIe mining uud 
building trades. 

The l1lunber of federations reported increased from lID in 1895 to 
130 iu 18D6, and the membership of affiliated unious and branches 
from 1,116,962 to 1,1±1,318. 

ITALY. 

Statisticct degl i, Sciopel'i aVl:enuti neW Indusiri(t e nell' Jlgri coltll1"ct d 11 mu te 
l'anno 1890. Ministero di Agricoltura, Industria e Oommercio, Dire­
zione Generale dell a Statistica. 1S98. 8S pp. 

This report on strikes ancl lockouts ill Italy during the year 1SDG is 
puulished by the bureau of statistics of the Italiau department of agri­
culture, industry, and commerce. Tile statistics cover dispu tes in the 
yurions uranches of industry and among agricnlturallaborers. 

During the year 1896 the burean receiyeu notice of 210 strike: , in 
which 96,051 persons took part, or an average of '1G7 per fitrike. These 
figures are greater than tlIose for any year since the beginlling of the 
period (1879) during wlIich strike data bave been published. Tbe 
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following table shows the number of strikes and strikers and the 
average number of strikers per strike during each year from 1879 
to 1896: 

STRIKES, STRIKERS, AKD AVERAGE ~ru:.\1nER 0]0' STRIKERS PER STRIKE, 18.9 TO 1896. 

Strikes . I Strikers. 

I 

Strikes. Strikers. 

For For 
Yoar. which 

Average I Year. which A.,orage nWlluer number Total. of strik· Total. per Total. of s trik· Total. per 
crs was striko. 

ora W38 
Rtrike. 

reported. reported. 
- -------- --- ------

1870 .. . . .. •• . 32 28 4,011 143 1888 .•• ... . 101 99 28, 974 293 
lRRO ••..•••. 27 26 5,900 227 1889 • . .•• . . 126 125 23,322 187 
188 1 •. . .•.•. 44 39 8,272 212 1890 . . •.... 139 133 38, '402 289 
1882 .•. .•••. 47 45 5,854 130 1891 .. . . ... 132 128 34,733 271 
1883 ....••• . 73 07 12,900 193 1892 .•••••• 119 117 30, tOO 26J 
1884 . .. ...•. 81 81 23, 967 296 1893 .. . . ... HI 127 32,109 253 
1885 • . ••.••. 89 86 34,166 397 J89L .•. ... 109 104 27,595 265 
18S6 .. _. ___ . 96 96 16, 951 177 1895 _____ _ . .126 126 19,307 153 
1887 ____ •••. 69 68 25,027 368 1896 .••.. .. 210 210 96,051 457 

The number of strikes iucreased from 32 in 1879 to 139 in 1890. From 
that t ime unt il 1895 it remained nearly statiollary, when in 1896 it 
increased to 210. The greatest number of strikes in 1896 occurred 
<.luriug the months of June, Augnst, and October, while the smallest 
number took place during the winter months. 

The causes of strikes during. 1896 and the results are shown below: 

CAUSES OF snUKES, 1896. 

Strikes. Strikers . 
Ca uso or object. 

Xumu€'r. 1 r er cent. Number. ' Per cent. 
- ---------------------1---1--- ___ 1 __ _ 

III 52.9 78,722 82. 0 
6 2.9 980 1.0 

For increaso of wages .... __ .. . .. _. _ .. _. __ ____ ... ____ .. ____ _ . 
Forl'ednction of honra . ___________ ___ . __ . . _ . .. _ . . . . __ . . __ . _. 

26 12.4 5,723 5.9 
2 0.9 267 0.3 

65 30. 9 10, 359 10. 8 

A gain s t reduction of "rages . . _. __ . ____ . __ . ______ .. _ .. __ . . __ _ 

~lt~~'~~~~~~~~~~. ~~· . ~~~~~'.::::::::::::::::::: ::::::::::::: ::: 
Totnl ............• .... - ... ........ , ..... . .... .... ...... --21Of loo.o OO;-051I--loo.O 

RESULTS OF STIUKES, 1896. 

Succeeded. Succeeded partly. Failed. 
--------

Causo or object. Strikes. Strikers. Strikes_ Strikers. I Strikes . I Strikers. 

Num- r er Num - Per Num- PCI' Num- Por INum- Per I Num-I P er 
_ _ ______ :_b_O'_ .. ceut. ~ ceut. \)or. cout. ~ cent. her. cent. ~cont. 

For increase of wages. 48 
J<'or rednctiou of honrs 4 
Against reductiou of 

wages ._._ . . __ ___ .__ !) 

A~ainst increase of 
honrs . . ... . ... _. . . .. 1 

OlhercnuseB....... .. . 17 

43 62,799 
67 660 

50 250 
26 2, 790 

80 28 25 10.424 13 35 32 5, 4n9 
a3 320 

7 
33 67 •••. . . .• _ •••. _ •. ... _ . . .••. 2 

22 

94 
27 

1 
14 

30 3,281 

50 17 
22 3.381 

57 35 1,194 21 

6 .• •••• • . . ... _ •••• _ •.••• _. 
33 34 52 4, 188 40 

Nearly 53 per cent of the disturbances during the year lS!)6 wcre due 
to de.mands for increased wages, while 12.4 per cent were on account of 
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reduction of wages, making a total of 65 per cent of the strikes which 
resulted from wage disputes. Nearly 4 per ceut of the strikes related 
to hours of labor 

Of the strikes, 38 per cent were successful and 24 per cent were 
partly successful, while 38 per cent were failures . If the number of 
strikers is considered, the results were still more favorable. Seventy 
per cent of the strikers succeeded, 18 per cent succeeded partly, and 
but 12 per cent fail ell. The most successful strikes were those relating 
to hours of labor. 

A comparison of tlle proportionate results of strikes during a period 
of years is sllown in the following table: 

RESULTS OF STRIKES, 18. 8-1891 TO 1896. 

Per cent of strikes. Per cen t of strikers. 

Yen r. 

]878-91. ... . ..•.• ... .•.•. .. ••.... . .. ... .. 
1e92 . . . . . . ... .... ...•...•• . ... . .. . ..•••• . 
1893 ..... . ... .•....•. . ..... ....... ....... 
1894 . .. .......... ..... . ... •. ... . . ........ 
1895 . ..... . ............. .. ............... 
] 896 .. .............•••.••.•. • .. •.•..• ••. . 

Success­
ful. 

16 
21 
28 
34 
33 
38 

Partly 
succe8S 

fu!. 

43 
20 
38 
28 
31 
24 

F ailed . 

41 
50 
34 
38 
~6 
38 

Su~cess· 
fu!' 

25 
29 
:l9 
U) 
33 
70 

Partly 
success· 

fu!. 

47 
19 
44 
24 
40 
18 

FaiJe<l. 

28 
52 
27 
57 
27 
12 

It appears from the above table that during the period the propor­
tion of successful strikes has increased almost steadily from year to 
year. With regard to the number of strikers, there is a fluctuation in 
the percentages of success and failure from year to year, uut a corn· 
parison of results for the last three years shows a decilled increase in 
the proportion of successful strikers. 

In the next table the number of strikes, strikers, and working days 
lost. during 189(l is shown by occupations: 

STlUKES, STRIKERS, AND WORKL.'I'G DAYS LOST, BY OCCUPATIONS, 1896. 

Occupations. Strikos. 

Weuyors, spinners, and carders .. ... . . _ .. _. _ 50 
Miners and ore diggers . .. ........ .. .... . ... 61 
Mcehnnlcs . .... . ..... .. . ..... .. ...... . ... . .. 8 
Found ers ....... ....... ....... .. .. . ...... . . r 13 
Day laborers . . ............ .. .... ..... . ..... . 9 
Masoue, stone cutters, and lu\.vers . ..... . ... 5 
Kiln and furnace tenders ................ . .. 4 
Printers an ll compositors._ . ........ ... .. . .. 5 
Stmw plaiters and hatters .............. . ... 6 
Tanners . . ...... .... .................. ... _. 9 
Dyers ...... . .......... . .... ... . . . .... . .. ... . 2 
Bakers and pastry cooks . . . ... ..... . ........ 4 
Join ers ......... . ... .. .. . ... ... ... _ .. .... _ . . 3 
Omnibus drivers and conductors ..... ....... 5 
Porters and coal carri ers. _ .. _ . . _ . ....... . .. . 3 
Shoemakers, tflilol's, soams tresses, e tc . _. _ ... 9 
Othcr occupations . . . ... ..•. . . ..... ......... 14 

Total . ..... ............ . .............. 210 

Strikers. 

Adults. Children Working 
15 ye",r. Toro!. days Jost. 
of "'go or 

:hInJos . Femrues. under. 

1,981 6,200 1,525 9,706 65, 804 
22,021 8,986 31,007 362,801 

2,149 11 2,160 4,582 
609 19 28 656 21,530 

2,590 45 2,635 15,1 62 
370 10 380 S,610 
141 2 143 671 
226 52 278 438 

3,521 27,028 11,011 41,560 627,997 
817 37 28 882 12,834 
185 28 60 273 4,425 

1, 563 .......... ..... ..... 1,563 4,589 
122 .. __ . .... . .... . _---- 122 332 
908 . . __ ... . .. . _ ...... .. 908 908 
293 293 293 

1,830 335 38 2,203 16,163 
629 617 36 1,282 10,364 

-'-----
39,955 3~, 2G4 I 21, 83~ I 9~ , 051 1,152, 503 
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In 1896, as in the preceding year, the geatest number of strikes 
occurred ill the mining and quarrying and the textile industries. The 
unusual number of strikers reported in IS!J6 is due largely to a single 
strike which occurred among the straw plaiters in the vicinity of 
Florence, and in which 40,950 persons took part. 'l'his industry, there­
fore, -reports the greatest number of strikers during the year. Next in 
importance as to number of strikers were the millers and ore diggers, 
31,007, and the weavers, spinners, and carders, with 9,706 strikers. 

Of the 96,051 persons who participated in strikes during the year, 
39,955 were men, 34,264 were women, and 21,832 were children. The 
large number of women and children is due to the above-mentioned 
strike of straw plaiters, in which 26,050 women and 11,000 children 
took part. 

There was but one strike reported in the agricultural industry during 
1806. This was among about 100 peasants employed in the viueyards 
near Rome. They struck for higher wages and were partly successful. 

Two lockouts were reported during the year, in both of which the 
employers were successful. In four other cases establishments were 
closed on account of disputes between employers and the public 
authorities. 



DECISIONS OF COURTS AFFECTING LABOR. 

[This subject, begun in Bulletin No. 2, has been continued in successive isstlp.s. 
All I1l rLt erial parts of the decisions are r ep1'ot1uccd in the wOfl1s of tllo courts, i nd i­
eatcd wh en short by qnotation m:uks and when long b y being lui nt ed solid. In 
01'.1er t o save space, immaterial lIIatter, need ed simply by w ay of explana ti on , is 
giyen in the words of the editorial re viser.] 

DECISIONS UNDER STATUTORY LAW. 

CRIMINAL CONSPIRACy-TRADE UNIONS-People v. Davis et al., 
Ohicago Legal Ne/cs, Vol. XXX, No . 20, lJ(tgo 212.-The defendants 
were indicted for criminal conspiracy under section 46 of chapter 38 of 
the Revised Statutes of Illinois of 1S!H, and the case was heard in the 
criminal court of Cook County, Ill., upon a motion to quash the indict­
ment. Section 46 of chapter 38 of the Revised Statutes reads, in so 
far as it is applicable to tllis case, as follows: 

If any two or more persons conspire or agree toget.her with the 
fraudulent or malicious intent wrongfully and wicked ly to injure the 
person, character, business Ol' employment or property of another 
;; ;; ;; they shall be deemed guilty of a conspiracy, and every such 
offender, whethel' as individuals, or as officers of any society 01' organ­
ization, and every person convicteu of conspiracy at common law shall 
be imprisonetl in tIle pcnitentiary ]lot exceeding five years, or fined not 
exceeding two thousand dollars, or botl.!. 

Section 158 of chapter 38 of t hc Revised Statute~ of 18!)1, the eifect 
of which was considered by the court in its decision , reads as follows : 

If any two or more persons shall combine for the purpose of depri v­
ing the owner or possessor of property of its lawful use and manage­
ment, or of preventing, by threats, suggestions of danger, or allY 
unlawful means, any person from being employed by or obtaining 
employment from any such owner or possessor of property, on snch 
terms as tbe parties concerned may agree upon, such persons so offend· 
ing shall be fin ed not ex.ceeding 8500, or confilled in the county j ailllot 
exceeding' six months. 

The decision of the court was remIe.l'ed February 11, 1898, and the 
motion to quash the indictment wns allowed. The opinion was deliv­
ered by Jndge Baker, amI the following, sufficiently showing the facts 
in th e case, is quoted therefrom: 

This is a motion to qnash an indictment against four defendants, 
which is found under and iutellllecl to charge a violation of section 46 
of the Criminal Oode [sec. 46 of chap. 38 of the R. S . of Ill. of 1891]. 

The first count of the indictment charges that the defendants were 
members of a certain union, viJl, tile Hoisting Engi.neers' A ssociation; 
tllat Charles and Dennis were in the employ of the Thomas Elevator 
Company; that the defendants did, unlawfully, et c., conspire and agree 
together with the fraudnlent and malicious intent to wrongfully and 
wickedly injure the busincss of Cllarles and Dennis by unlawfully, etc., 

442 
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demanding of said elevator company the discharge of Charles and 
Dellnis for the reason to be represented to said elevator company by 
the defenuants; that Charles and Dennis wcre not members of said 
association, and then to "call off" certain clIgincers in tlJe employ of 
said elevator comp:!11y who were members of said association, if said 
demand was not complied with "for the purpose then and there of stop­
ping the work of said Thomas Elevator Company, and thus throw said 
Charles and Dennis out of their employments." It then avers the exe­
cution of said agreement, demand, refusal, "calling off" of the union 
engineers by defi:mdallts, and avers that thereby the work of said ele­
vator company was stopped, and by reason thereof, said Charles alld 
Dennis discharged from their employment. 

The second and third counts are identical with the first, saye that 
the intent alleged in the second is to injure the "employment," in the 
third the " business anu cmployment" of Charles and Dennis. 

It is not alleged that any contract of employment for any period 
existed either betweeu the elevator compa.ny and the union engineers, 
or between that company and Charles and Dennis. 

To constitute an offeuse under the proyisions of section 4G, above 
quoted, there must be the agreement, with the fraudulent or malicious 
intent, "wrongfully and wickedly" to injure the business or employ­
ment, etc., of another. The agreement with the fraudulent or malicious 
intent to injnre is not enough. The agreement must include the pur­
pose to carry into execution the fraudulent and malicious intent to 
injure" wrongfully and wickedly," that is, by the use of wrongful and 
wicked means. It lllay be that aa indictment in the words of the stat­
ute charging that the defendauts did conspire and agree together with 
the fraudulent and malicious intent wrongfully and wickedly to injure 
Charles and Dennis in their employment would be sufficient, but ill this 
indictmeut there is a precise statement of the means agreed upon by 
the defendants to be used to carry into effect their alleged malicious 
intent to injure Oharles and Dennis in their employment; and hence, if 
the means so alleged to have been agreetl upon are in law wrongful and 
wicked, the indictment well aud sufficiently charges a conspiracy uncIee 
the statute. Aud, ou the other haud, if the measures so set out in the 
indictment are Hot wrongful and wickeli., the indictment can not be held 
well and sufficiently to charge a conspiracy under the statute, for, if 
the means which the indictment alleges were agreed upon to be nsed 
arc not wrongful and wicked, in .no just sense can the indictment be 
hellI to charge a conspiracy and agreement by the defendants with the 
fraudulent and malicious intent, "wrongfully and wickedly" to iujUl"e 
Cllarles and Dennis. 

The words" wrongfully and ,yickedly;' in the statute arc to be uuder­
stood as meaning the use of things in themselves "wrongful and 
wicked,)) independently of' combination. We canllot say that the means 
are wrongful and wicked, because of the a,greement to use such means to 
carry o.u t a malicious intent to injure. The thing prohibited is an agree­
ment with the malicious intent wrongfully au(I wickedly to injure. 
Whether sllch intent exists depends npon the means agreed upon to 
be u se(l to carry out the malicious intent to injure. To sa,y tllat the 
means agreed upon are wrongful and wicked because oftbe agreement 
to use snch means to carry out tbe malicious intent to injure, amounts 
to sa.ying that the means recei ve a character of wrongfulness and wicked­
lless fl'OID the agreement to use such means in a ma,nner whicb depends 
for its own wrongfulness and wickedness upon tile means so agreed 
upon. 
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I sball not attempt to define the words" wrongfully or wickedly" as 
llsed in tile statute. It is sufficient to say that in cases like tllis where 
there is HO suggestion of fraud, immorality, injury to the public, or vio­
lation of contract, there must at least be a civil wrollg', and invasion ot 
the civil right of another, carrying with the liability to repair the natu­
ral and direct consequences, wbere injury results to the persoIl wbose 
rights are illfringed or invaded. If tbe acts which tbe indictment 
all eges the defendants agreed toget ller to do to compass tbe discharge 
of Cbarles and Dennis with tbe malicious intent to illjnre them consti­
tute an actionable civil wrong, they must be regarded as wrougful and 
wicked in law, and if they do not amount to a civil wrong- and are not 
criminal, tlJCy can not be regarded as wrongful and wicked ill law. 

TLe judge bere cites and quotes from an English case, Allen v. Flood, 
42 Solicitors J onrnal, 149, and then says: 

Tile legal principle settled by the case is tbat the existence of a bad 
motive will not couvert an act, wbich is not of itself illegal, into a civil 
·wrong. The test laid down to determine wbat act of members of trades 
unions of' the nature here under consideration are innocent, and wbat 
wrongful, is that if the members of a union resort to unlawful acts 
tlley may be indicted or sued. If they do not resort to ulllawful acts, 
they are entitled to further their interests in the manner which seems 
to them best and most likely to be effectual, and both are to my mind 
correct and salutary rules. Tbe latter is, after all, but a restatement 
in different words of the rule laid down by Chief Justice Shaw, in 1842, 
in the case of Commonwealth v. Hunt, 4 lVIetcalf, 134, when he said: 
"The legality of such an association (a trades union) will therefore 
depend upon the means to be used for its accomplishment. If it is to 
be carried into effect by fair or honorable or lawful means, it is, to say 
the least, innocent; if by falsehood or force, it may be stamped as an 
illegal conspiracy." There is no suggestion, even in the indictment, 
tbat the agreement into which it is alleged the defendants entered, con­
templated the use of force, falsehood, or any other act of itself unlaw­
ful, and in my opinion it follows that the acts which the indictment 
alleges the defendants agreed to do, the means they agreed to use, can 
not be beld in law wrongful 01' wicked. Tbe views here expressed find 
confirmation in the provisions of our Criminal Code, section 158 [sec. 
158 of chap. 38 of the Revised Statutes of Illinois of 1891], for uuder 
well settled rules of construction it is but reasonable to infer tllat the 
legislature in adopting section 158 as a section of the act of which sec­
tion 46 was another section, intended to embody in section 158 all mattcr 
in relation to interference by combination and agreement between 
employee and employer, between capital and industry, which it was 
thought proper to make the subject of a special criminal law. 

Judgment is that the motion to quash the indictment must be sus­
tained. 

EMPLOYERS' LIABILITy-CONTRIBUTORY NEGLIG ENCE-ApPLICA· 

'l'ION OF STA'l'U'l'E-Ashland Ooal, Iron and Railwcty 00. v. Wctllace's 
Ac1l1linistrato1', 43 Southwestern Reporter, page 207.-This case was 
originally brought in the circuit court of Boyd County, Ky., against 
the above-named company to recover damages for the death of one 
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Grant vVallace WllO, wLile in the employ th ereof as a track layer, was 
knocked down by slate which fell from the roof of a mine and so injured 
him that be finally died. .A judgment was rendered in favor of the 
administrator, and the company appealed the case to t he court of 
appeals of the State, which rendered its decision September 25, 18D7, 
and affirmed the judgment of the lower court. (Ashlaml Coal, Iron 
and nailway Oompany v . Wall ace's Administrator, 43 Southwestern 
Reporter, page 744.) The company then filed a pet.ition for a rehearing 
by thc court of appeals a nd tile court rendered its decision thereon 
November 18,1897, and overruled the petition. 

Some points not considered in the original decision "\terc raised and 
decided npon the rchearillg, and arc shown in the following, quoted from 
the opinion of the court: 

Appellallt asks a rehearing ill this casc, chiefly becau:;e, in the former 
opinion h erein, we failed to consider or construe section 2732 of the 
Kentucky Statutes, which provides: "Any person employed in allY 
mine govern ed by this statute, who intentionally or willfulIy neglects 
or refuses to securely prop the roof of any working place under his COll­
trol, or neglects or r efuses to obey any order given by any superin­
tendent of thc mine in relation to the security of that part of the bank 
where he is at work, and whoever knowingly and willfully does any act 
endangering the lives or the health of the persons employed in a mine, 
or the security of the mines or the machinery, shall be liable to a fine 
of not less than tell dollars nor more than fifty dollars, to be recovered 
in the county iu which the mine is situate." It is insisted by counsel 
that, as the entries and road ways of the mine were the working places 
of Grant ,Vallace, the same duty and responsibility were imposed by 
law upon him to see after and prop the roof of the entries as devolves 
upon a miner, who is actually engaged ill taking out coal which is the 
support of the roof of the mine, to see aftet' the security of the roof of 
his working place; that the positive duty rested upon Wallace, not 
only to test th e condition of the roof of the entry, that he might report 
it to tbe mine boss, bnt that it was a misrlemeanor on his part to begin 
or continue the work without first making this test to ascertain whether 
it was secure or not, and, if in his judgment it was not, then to refrain 
from work until it could be made so by props; and tbat his failure to do 
this is contributory negligence on his part, and concludes his right to 
maintain this suit; alld in support of this contention, we are referred 
to the cases of Ooal Co. 1'. Estievenard, 53 Ohio St., 43, 40 N. E., 725; 
Ooal 00. v . Muir, 20 Colo., 320, 38 rac., 378, and Syndicate v. l\Iurpby 
(Ky. ), 38 S. W., 700. 

In all the cases referred to, the plaintiffs were engaged in actually 
taking coal out-in actually witbdrawing the support from the roof of 
the mine ; and in all of them they necessarily had absolute control and 
management of the places in which tbey were working, and were bound, 
from the nature of their employment, to look out for the secnrity of the 
roof. They bear no analogy to the facts of this case. Here the mine 
bad been operated for many years before Wa.Ilace bad been employed 
as a track byer, and his dnty was simply to lay tracks along the 
entries. In onr opinion, the statute was specially intended to refer to 
th~se persons actually engaged as llliners in taking out coal, and thereby 
removing tlIe natural props of the roof, and that it has no applicatioll 
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to persons who are specially employed, :-IS was Wallace in this case, to 
perform duties which had no connection in anyway with t he weakening' 
or removal of these natural SUppOl't~ . 

I n the case of Minin g Co. 1' . Ingra,]Htm, 17 O. C. A. , 71, 70 Fed., 223 
(a case that is in many resl)ects analogorts to t his), Jud ge Caldwell said.: 
"Whateyer mny be the duty of coalmiuers wi th r eferen ce to timbering 
t he slopes and roofs of rooms from which they remove coal , t he rule is 
well settled that, after a mine is once opClled. alld timbered, i t is the 
dnty of th e owner or operator to use reasollable care and dili gence to see 
that the timbers are properly set and kept in proper condition and 
repair; and. for this purpose it is hi s duty to provide a competent min­
in g boss or foreman, to make timely inspection of the t imhers, walls and 
roof of the mines, to the elld tha,t th e miners may not b~ injure(l by 
defects 01' dangers which a competent milling boss 01' foreman would 
have discovered or removed. Thi s is a positive duty which the lOaster 
owes the servant.. Neglect to perform this duty is negligence on the 
p ::a t of the master, and he can not escape respollsibility for s nch negli­
gence by pleading that he devolved the duty 011 a fellow- servan t of the 
injured employee. It is an absolute duty which a master owes his 
servant to exercise ren sonable care aud diligence to provide the servant 
a, r easonably safe place in which to work, h a,ving regard to the kind of 
work and the conditions under which it must necessarily be performed; 
aud when ever the master, ius tead of performing' this duty ill person, 
llclegates it to all officer 01' servant., then such officer or servant s tands 
iu t he place of the master, and any servant injured by such negligence 
may recover from the master for such iujury, regardless of the relation 
tlte injured servant sustained to the officer 01' servaut whose negligeuce 
resulted in inflicting the illjury." 

The workin g place of the plaintiff r'Vallacel in this case was a road­
way which had been opened and usecl by all the employees of the mine 
for lllany years, and lI e had the ri ght to presume that, wll en directed 
t o lay t he track in the eutry, the master had performed It is duty, aud 
to p roceed with llis work relying upon this presnmption, unless a 
reasoll:-lbly prndent and intelligent mall, in t ho performance of 11 is work 
as a track layer, wonltl have learne<l facts from which he would have 
apprehell ded dang'er to hi msel f. The l)ctition for reheari ng is over­
ruled, 

E:HPLOYERS' I 1IABILI'l.'Y-Fm.E ESCAPES- .cl..SSU:\IPTION OF l~ISK­

Ht/dn t' , American Glucose Co ., 48 Northeastern Rcpm'tel', page BDi.­
Action was brought in the State of New York by ::\Iaryanna lIuda, as 
administratrix, against the company above named, to recover damages 
for t he death of the intestate, who lost his life by fire in a factory 
belonging' to said compa llY, and of which he was an employee. Tbe 
evidence showed tlmt in the manufacture of glucose it was necessary 
to maintniu a high temperature, and to that en d the windows of the 
factory opelling 011 thc fire escapes were required to be k ept closed, as 
well as all other windows therein. They were therefore kept screwed 
down, but the sashes were light and easily broken, and at the time of 
the fire were broken and many employees escaped through t hem and 
down the firo escapes, A .i U(lglllell t was given for the defen<lant com-
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pany, and upon tIle plaintiff's appeal to tIJe supreme court, appellate 
division , fourth department, this judgment was affirmed . SIJe then 
appealed the ease to the court of appeals of the State upon <]uestions 
certified by tIJe supreme court, which rendered its decision December 
14, 1897, and affirmed the action of the lower court. 

The opinion of the court was delivered by Judge Gray, and in the 
course thereof he used the following language: 

These facts are sufficient to inform us of tIJe situation, an(l t o enable 
us to cOllsider the questions certified. They are: " (1) 'Whether the 
defendalltls method of screwing down the windows of tIJe building in 
which the d eceased was employed, so tIJat tIJere was no acccss to the fire 
escapes except by breaking the windows, and forbidding the employees 
of the defendant engaged in that building from opening the windows, 
al1 (l reqniring them to keep a high t ell1perature in the work rooms, was 
a v iolat ion of the statute r equiring a construction and maintenance of 
fire escapes Oil such buildi1lgs. " " * (3) whether the deceased, 
who waS familiar with the defendant's metIJods as stated in the first 
question, and for a long period had worked under and aC'luiesced in 
the conditions stated in the first question, assumed the risks of the si t­
uation ; and wIJether, by reason thereof, the l)laintiJi' is not entitled to 
recover ill this action." 

The statute r eferred to in the first question (Laws l S!J2 , chap. G73, 
sec. G) provided for the manner of construction of fire escapes npon 
factory buildings, and that they should have landings or balconies of 
n. certain size, "embracing at least two windows at each story, and con­
nectin g' with the interior by easily accessible and unobstructed open­
ings." The answer to the fin;t question turns upon the propriety of the 
resort by the defendant to the methods adopted to keep the tempera­
ture of its factory sufficiently high and uniform. That such conditions 
were necessary is the fact assumed by the question, and it is conclusive 
here. Obviously, for their maintenance, the windows had to remain 
closed, and the duty of the defendant to its employees, in the facc of 
that necessity, was not to interpose between them and the means of 
escape such a barrier ill t he description ofwindows constructed as would 
preycn t a ready passage t hrough them. The proof as to these windows 
is that they were so light in frame as to offer but tIJe slightest difficulty 
in bl'eakiug through, if the time was wantin g to unscrew them. The 
interior of the factory was connected with each balcony Up011 the fire 
escape t.hrough windows easily accessible by an unobstructed passage, 
and the requirement of the statute was thus met. If tIJe windows, as 
"openings," were readily approached from the interior, and could be 
passed t hrough, it can not be said that the necessity of having to break 
them, which the t estimony showed "as easily done, constituted any 
greater obstruction than would have been the necessity of uncatching 
and of lifting them. The readin g of the provisions of the statute, upon 
the subject of fire escapes in Jactories must be reasonable, and in view 
of the dem ands_of t.he case. The construction of the fire escapes must 
be as prescribed for the outside of tIJe factory building, and, unques­
tion ably, that part of the law which requires a connection to exist 
with the interior is not to be slighted. But it would be wholly unrea­
sonable to interpret the law as requiring a condition as to the openings 
Up01l the fire escapes which the sllccessful prosecution of the business 
would forbid. There had to be a closed window durin g the manufac­
turin g process, and, whether it was composed of one sasb, or of two 
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sashes fastened together , was immaterial, so long as it was readily 
removable by breaking through, and a ready access to and through it 
was preserved. The evidence sho\rs t hat there was no serious obstruc­
tion at all to a passage to and tltrougll tLe windows. The first question 
certiJied is answered, therefore, in the negative. 

In considering tlle tLird question certiJied, I tltink, with the assump­
tion of facts to which the formulation of the question compels us, that 
but the one answer is possibl~, alld that is that the deceased assumed 
the risks of the situation. An employee is vcry reasonably regarded 
as assumillg' those risks in his employment which arc ouvious as well as 
ordinary. If t.he master has done all that his duty demanded of him 
with respect to securing the safety of his workmen, as to tlte place where 
they have been set to "ork, and as to the tools and appliances with 
wl1ich that work was to be done, he will not be liable for a personal 
injury occurring by reason of a risk which is incideutal to the business 
itself, or which results from tile dan gers of the environment into wllicl1 
the workman kllowingly entered, under proper instructions. TIle judg­
ment appealed from must be affirmed. 

E:vrPLOYERS' LIABILITy-GUARDS FOR lVIACHINERy-Klatt v. N. O. 
Foster Lumber 00., 73 N01·th1cestern R epot'ter, page 563.- Actioll was 
bronght in the circuit court of La Crosse Connty, Wis., by William 
Klatt against the above-named company to recover damages for inju­
ries receiyed wLile in its employ. He was working near several cl1ains 
running parallel witl1 eacl1 other along the snrface of the floor witl1 his 
feet close to a sprocket wl1eel tl1at projected above the floor, and tl1ere 
was no protection to prevent his feet from getting into the wheel and 
chains. His foot slipped on the floor and was caught by the chain and 
hooks thereon and severely injured, the toes and a part of the foot being 
torn off. .A. judgment was rendered for the plaintiff and the defendant 
company appealed the case to the supreme court of the State, which 
rendered its decision December 10, 1897, and -affirmed the judgment of 
the lower court. 

Among other points made by the plaintiff, he claimed that the com­
pany was responsible iu damages for failing to pro11erly guard tl1e 
machinery as required by a statnte of the State, and on this point tIle 
supreme conrt, in its opinion delivered .by Judge Marshall, held as 
follows : . 

Error is assigned on the refusal of the court to instruct the jury as 
follows: "You can not find that tl1e defendant was negligent merely 
because of its failure to provide a partition, guard, contrivance or 
appliall ce between the sprocket wheel and chaiu, on which plaintift" was 
injured, and the place where he worked ." We are unable to f:;ay that 
error was committed by the rnling referred to. It is not clear from the 
evidence that ordinary care, under tIle circnmstances, did not require 
some protection to guard again st the danger of employees, circum­
stanced as plaintiff was, getting their feet caught in the ehain and 
sprocket wh eel. So we can 110t say, as a matter of law, tbat the omis­
sion of sucl1 guard \H1S not negli gence. Tile. statute of this State [scc. 
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163Gf, Annotated St.atutes of 1889] requires all gearing so located as 
to Le clltngerous to employees wllen cngaged in their ordinary duties, to 
be securely guarded so as to be safe to such employees in such employ­
ment. If tlle sprocket wheel was so located as to be dangerons to 
plaintiff while engaged in his ordinary duties, unless guarded in some 
proper way, tllen the statute applies and the absence of the guard was 
negligence pe?' se. .Tllis court has distinctly lleld that when the law 
requires some particular thing to be done by a person to guard tll8 per­
sonal safety of others, a failure to perform the duty so imposed consti· 
tutes actionable negligence at the suit of a person of that class, injured 
by such failure of duty, without contributory negligence on his part. 
The fact that a penalty is imposed, by the law requiring the perform. 
an ce of tlle duty, for noncompliance therewitll, makes 110 difference, 
ullless the penalty be expressly given to tlle party iujured in satisfac· 
tion of such injury. In Wharton on Negligence (section 443) the rule 
is stated thus: "Where a statute requires an act to be done or abstained 
from, by one person for tlle benefit of another, tllen an action lies ill the 
latter's favor, against the former, for neglect of such act or abstinence, 
even tllough tlle statnte gives no special remedy. The imposition of a 
penalty by the statute does not take the place of the remedy by suit 
for negligence, unless the penalty be giveu to the party inj ured ill sat­
isfaction for the injury." 

" EMPLOYERS' LIABILITY - RAILROAD COMPANIES - ApPLICATION 

OF SPEED ORDINANCE TO EMPLOYEES - East St. Louis Conneetiug 
Ry. Co. v. Eggman, 48 Northeastet'n Reporter, page 981.-This was an 
action on the case brought by E: J . Eggmau, as administrator of "the 
estate of Joseph T. Newland, deceased, against the above·named rail· 
way company, for negligently causing the death of his intestate. Upon 
trial in the city court of East St. Louis, Ill., the plaintiff recovered a. 
judgment for $3,500. On appeal to the appella.te court of the fourth 
district the judgment was affirmed, and the railway then appealed to 
the supreme court of the State, which rendered its decision December 
22, 18!)7, and affirmed the judgment of the lower courts. 

The facts in the case and an interesting point of the decision are 
given in that part of the opinion "of the supreme court which is quoted 
below: 

The declaration charges that, while the deceased was in defendant's 
employ as a carpenter, constructing a drain near or under defendallt's 
track, on the bank of the Mississippi River, in East St. LouiS, the 
defendant's employees in charge of one of its eugines attached to freight 
cars, negligently and Illarelessly ran the same upon him, thereby so 
injuring him that he died. It is charged that he was not a fellow· 
servant with those in charge of the engine, and that he was in tlle 
exercise of due care for his' own safety. The negligent acts charged 
against the serva.nts controlling the engine are that it was beiug run at 
a rate of speed exceeding six miles per hour, contrary to an ordiuance 
of the city of East St. Louis, and that, in violation of a like ordinance, 
it was being run without ringing a bell upon tlle ~ame; these acts of 
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negligence being within the city limits of the city of East St. Louis, and 
causing the alleged injury. We shall only notice to few of the points 
urged here for a reversal. 

'rhe first of these, in natural order, is that the declaration states no 
ca.use of action, and therefore the trial court erred ill overruling the 
dcfendant's motion in arrest of judgment. The ground of this position 
is that the ordinance which the defendant is clHtl'ged in the declaration 
with having violated was ollly intended. to protect the pnblic against 
the danger of moving trains and locomotives at public places, and 
could have no legal application, as between the railroad compauy and 
its employees, to locomotives being run in the company's pri.ute 
grounds. This same question was presented for decis ion in Rai lroad 
00. v. Gilbert, 157 Ill ., 354, 41 N . E., 724, and decided adversely to the 
contention here urged. That case was cited and followed in Railroad 
Co. v. Eggmal), 161 Ill. , 155, 43 N. E ., 620. We have given due con­
sideration to the argument urging the overruling of these tiecisions, 
but i:ind no sufficient reasou for so doing. Tlle power of the munici­
pality to pass the ordinance as reasollably t ending to protect persons 
against injury is not seriously questioned, and we can :-;ee no good rea­
son for bolding that a person should be d eprived of that protection 
merely because he is at the time an employee of the company, working 
in its yards or other private grounds. 

E)IPLOYERS' LUBILITy-RAILROAD CO)IPANmS-CONS'I'RUC'I'ION 

OF Sl'A1'U1'E-][eatley ·v. Illinois Centred R. R . Co., 72 Northwestern 
Repol'ter, page 5J5.-This action was bronght ill the district court of 
Dubuqne Couuty, Iowa, by the admillistrator of Robert Keatley, 
deceased, to recover damages for his death from tile railroad company 
above l1amed . Robert lCeatley was a member of a "stoue gang ') 
employed by the company ill bnilding a retaining wall near onc end of 
all iron bridge which was being built at tile same time by an "iron 
gang" employed by the company. Trains 'were allo,yed to run over 
tills bridge, although not fully completed, and the foreman of the" iron 
gang " had control over tIle speed of the trains and signaled them at 
what speed to go ullon and over the bridge. At the time of the acci­
dent a freight train came upon the bridge, anti the engine and ten cars 
passed oyer it. The llext two car s were derailed, but p~Lssed OTer the 
bridge OIl the ties, and as they came opposite a derrick platform, where 
the d eceased was engaged: one of them rolled oft· the trestle and, falling 
on said platform, killed the deceased. The bridge went down with the 
remainder of tIle train. It was alleged by the plaintitf that this acci­
dellt was caused by the negligence of the foreman of the "iron gang" 
in allowillg the train to go upon the bridge at too great a rate of speed . 
Ajudgment was rendered for the plaintiff, and t he defendant company 
appealed the case to the snpreme court of the State, wl1ich rendered 
its decision October 18, 1807, and affirmed the judgment of the lower 
court. 
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From the opinion of the court, which was delivered by Uhief Justice 
Kiune, the following, showing the main points of the decision, is quoted: 

Thi8 is the second appeal in this case. The opinion in the former 
hearing will be found in 63 N. W ., 500. Much is said in argument by 
the appellant to the effect that this boy l{obert Keatley and his stone 
gallg and the iron gang were fellow-servants, anll that, iu the absence 
of the statute (sec. 1307 of the Code of 1873), there could be 110 liability 
under the established facts. It is then insisted that the facts do not 
bring the case within the provisions of the statute. Appellant's cou­
tention is that the negligence of the foreman of the iron gang was not 
tlte negligence of one eugaged in the operation of the road, within the 
meaning of the statute, ancl that decedent was not inj ured by reason 
of the negligeut operation of the roacl. On the former appeal this lan­
gnage was used in the opinion: "Applying the facts attellding the 
employment of the deceased to the statute, we thiuk that if he was not 
ont of the lille of his duty in stallding on the derrick platform, and the 
employees of the defendant negligently ran the tl'aiu at a dangerous 
rate of speed, upon an unfinished and insecure and unsafe bridge, by 
r eason of which t Le cars left the track, and causeel t he dea-tlt of the 
deceased, he was within the s tatute, and a right of action accrlled." 
Counseluow insists that plaintiff call not recover unless it appears that 
the illjl1ry complained of was caused by or through the negligence of 
the employees who were running or operating the traiu, and, as the 
trial court instructed the jury that sa.id eml)loyees were not negligent, 
there can be no r ecovery under the statute. The language of the former 
opinion is to b e constrned with reference to ,yhat was said before the 
court amI the issues as then made. It was then said that no charge of 
negligence on the part of employees for failin g to put out a flag or other 
sign to stop the train was made in the petition. The case is now before 
us ou allegations of negligence not made before; and, in view of this 
situation, there is nothing in the former opinion justifying the claim 
counsel now makes for it as applicable to the facts now before us. The 
statute of 1873 (Code, sec. 1307) is as follows: "Every corporation 
operating a railway shall be liable for all damages sustained by any 
person, including employees of sllch corporation, in consequence of tLe 
neglect of agents, or by any mismau:1gement of th e engineers or other 
cmployees of the corporation , and in consequence of the willful wrongs 
whether of commission or omission of sllch agents, engineers, or otller 
cmployees, when such wrongs are in any manner connected with the use 
and operation of any railway, on or about. which they shall be employed, 
and no contract which restricts such liability shall be legal or binding." 

On the former appeal we held that the employment of the decedent 
placed llim within the protection of this statute. (Keatle.y v. Haill'oad 
Co., supra.) Upon the record now before us, th e facts touching his em­
ployment are the same as they appeared upon the former trial. "Ve dis­
coV('r no reasou for not adhering to ~l1l' former holding in that respect. 

In dete rminin g whether the accident resulted from the negligent 
operation of the train, it is not necessary, as counsel argue, that snch 
negli gence must be the act or failure to act of employees who are 
actu ally on the train. A train lllay be controlled by those upon it, or 
it lllay be controlled by Olle not Oll it, by signals given to those operat­
in g the train. It can make ])0 difference, as to the right of reco\'ery, 
wll ether the negligence, if any, which resulted in causing the accident, 
was the act or failure to act of olle of the trainmell, 01' of some other 
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man in the defendant's employ, and who was charged with the duty of 
controlling the movements of the train by flag signal or otherwise. 
Tl1e foreman of tl1e iron gang had control over the speed of trains 
across this brillge, and if he failed to signal the engineer of the train, 
and as a result it moved across the bridge at a dangerous rate of speed, 
thereuy killing the decedel1t, the negligence was that of one charged 
",ith responsibility with respect to the movement of tl1e train. Sup­
pose tllis foreman of the iron gang hall signaled the engineer to go 
sIo\r across the bridge, and the ellgineer disobeyed the signal, would 
any Olle question tbe liability of the company jf such disobedience 
resulted in Keatley's death ~ Snrely not. There can be no doubt, then, 
of liability ",hen auotl1er employee (foreman of the iron gang), who is 
charged with a duty with reference to the moving train, fails to per­
form it, and as a result a man is killed. (Pierce 'V . l~ailway Uo., 73 
Iowa, 140, 34 N . W., 783; Doyle 'I.' . Rail\\ay 00., 77 Iowa, 608, 42 N. W ., 
555.) COllnsel is in error wiJen he says: "Iu the case at bar there was 
no ll egJigence in the operation of the railroad by anyone engaged in 
its operation." The foreman of the iron gang, while not an operative 
upon the train, engaged in the physicallabor of controlling its move­
ments, was at the bridge, furnish ed with a slow flag, charged with the 
control of the operation of the train over that uncompleted structure, 
and to that extent it was his duty to control the operation of the train; 
by givin g the proper signal to slow up the train in case the condition 
of the bridge required it. If be neglected that duty, he neglected a 
duty touching 1;he operation of the road, because, so far as the duty 
enjoined npon llim to signal the train was concerned, he was as much 
engaged in operating the road, within the meaning of the statute, as 
the engineer on the train. 

E::VIPLOYERS' LIABILI'l'Y AC'l'-OONS'l'RUCTION OF S'l'ATU'l'E-VICE 

PRlNCIP.AL.'-Baltimore CLncl Ohio SOltthwesiern By. Co. v . Little, 48 
Northeastent Bep01·tC1', p(£ge 862.-This action was brought in the circuit 
conrt of Pike Oounty, Ind., by Mary F. Little, administratrix, to recover 
uamagcs for the death of one John F. Little, a locomotive engineer in 
the employ of the above-named railway company. The death of Little 
was causetl by a collision with a freight train which had beell placed 
upon a siding where it was standing when the collision occurred. The 
head brakeman of the frcight train bad unlocked the switch to let his 
train go upon the siding and had then left the switch open, so that tbe 
train of wbich Little was engineer ran onto the samc siding with the 
freigh t train instead of passing by on the main track as was intended. 
It was upon the negligence of this head brakeman that the administra­
trix based her claim. The decision of the district court was in her 
favor, and the railway company appealed the case to the supreme court 
of the State, W'IIich rendered its decision December 17, 1897, and 
re~-ersed the decisiOll of tile lower court. 

Tile opinion of the supreme court, which was delivered by Judge 
Hackney, reads in part as follows: 

The limits of our inquiries h ave been narrowed somewhat by the fol­
lowing concessions of counsel for the appellee [Mary F. Little]: "At 
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the very threshold of our argument, we feel called upon. to concede, 
which we do frankly, th at our cause would be untenable, under om 
Indiana decisions, but for the C Employers' Liability Act,' of March 4-, 
1893;" and "we concede again that we mU8t ground our claim for an 
a-ffirmatiou of the judgment on subdivisions numbered 3 and 4 of sec· 
tion 1 of that act." This concession, which is undoubtedly correct, 
would, in the absence of the provisions of the act menti011ed, defeat 
the appellee's recovery upon the rule that the head brakeman, whose 
negligence caused the collision and the death of Little, was a fel1ow· 
servant of Little as to the act negligently omitted. It r emains, there· 
fore, to determine whether the paragraph of complaint in question 
stated a cause of action, freed, by the act mentioned, from the fellow­
servant rule. 

'rhe t hird and fourth subdivisions of section 1 of the act of March 
4,1803 (Acts 180;), p . 294; Rev. St. 1804, sec. 7083), are as follows, 
our figures separating them into Rpecifications of exemption fi'OIH tile 
fellow-servant rule: (1) "Third. Where such injury resulted from the 
act or omission of any l)erson done or made in obedience to any rule, 
regulation or by-law of such corporation [any railroad or other corpo­
ration except municipal}, or" (2) "in obedience to the particular 
instrnctions given by any person delegated with tile autllOrity of t Ile 
corporation in tbat behalf." (3) "Fourtb. Where sucb injury was 
caused by the negligence of any person, in the service of such corpora­
tion, who has cha.rge of any signal, telegraph office, switch yard, sbop, 
round-house, locomotive engine or train upon a railway, or" (4) "where 
snch injury was caused by the negligence of any person, coemployee, 
or fellow·servant engaged in the same common service, in allY of the 
several departments of service of any such corporation, the said per· 
son, coemployee, or fellow-servant at the time acting in the place and 
performillg tbe duty of the corporation in that behalf, and the person 
so injured, obeying or conformin g to the order of some superior, at the 
time of such injury h aving authority to direct; but notiling herein 
contained sbaU be construed -to abridge the liability of the corporation 
under existing law." 

The gist of the cause of action alleged, as we have seen, was ill the 
omissjoll of a duty, which duty was required by rule of the appellant 
corporation. The complaiut did not allege that the omission hy the 
brakeman was in obedience to a rule. It is plain, tilerefore, that the 
case does not fall within the fil'st of the above specifications of the act. 
The appellee's construction of this specification is that jf any duty is 
enjoined by rule, etc., upon a servant, and the duty is omitted or 
neglected, the corporation is liable for resulting injury. If tbis was the 
proper construction of the specification, t here would be little require­
ment for other provisions of the act than those of the third subdivision, 
since it would strike down the fellow-servant rule in its entiTetywberever 
the act or omission is in the line of duty. It would make the corpora­
tion liable for the act or omission of a servant, whether negligent or 
not, and whether the duty negligently performed or negligently omitted 
may have been enjoined by the general rules, etc., of the corporation, 
or is in obedience to particular instructions from one c, delegated with 
authority in that behalf." Such was not the intention of the legislature. 
On the contrary, we think there can be no doubt that it was intended 
by the third subdivision to make corporations liable where the ser~ant 
does an act or omits action in obedience to the command of the corpo­
r!1tion given by rule, regulation, or by-law, or through any person dele­
gated with authority froUl the corporation to make the command. This 

4584-N o. 16--11 
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construction not only arises from the unambiguous language of the 
snbdivision, but is snpported by the general character of the act and 
the provisions of subdivisjon fourt.h. 

Tbe fourth subdivision relates to the neglig<l1lce of ~ervants, antI not, 
as with the third subdivision, to acts or omissions done or made by 
order of the company or some oue In commaud. The opecification 
wbich wc have numbered 3 describes a class of servants for wbose 
negligence corporations are made liable, and they are servants mos !; of 
wbom, if not all, have beretofore been held not to perform a duty which 
the master owed to other servants in the same general line of tbe com­
mon service, and therefore fellow-servants. In other 'words, tllis ~:peci­
fication but enlarged tbe class of vice principals as it bad before eXisted. 
Does t he negligent omission at tIle foundation of the cause of act ion 
here pleaded appear frol11 the pleading to have been by any of the 
vice principals so described ~ Tbe only allegation of the c0111I)laillt 
is that the omitted duty was by a brakemal,l, and we find that brake­
meH are ]Jot named in the law among the vice principals therein so 
described . But, in order to snppol.t the complaint; counsel for the 
appellee insist that tbe legi slature did not intend to use tll(~ phrase 
"switch yard," but intended to separate tbe two words with a comma. 
Witb this cJlallge of punctuation, they would add to tIle number of 
vice principals one in "cllarge of any '" '" '" switcll," and then, 
from tIle duty to open and close the switch whell be admitted his train 
to the side track, argue tllat tbe bra.kemml was in "charge" of the 
switcll at the time he neglected to close it . . This posit,ion is supported by 
the insistence that there is not, in railroadiug l)arlance, any such term 
as" switch ya.rd," and that the lexicographers recognize no such term. 
In the statnte the word" yard" is employed in connection with and as 
descri ptive of railway service, and, as said in Harley v. Hailroad Co., 
[)7 F ed., 144, "tIle court may kJlow, from its general knowledge of the 
metllods and appliances of railroad companies, '" '" '*' , the ranI' 
consists of side tracks 11])On ei-ther side of the main track, and adjaceut 
to some principal statiou or depot grounds, wlJCre cars are placed for 
de]10sit, and where arriYing trains are separated and departing traius 
made IIp. It is tbe place wbere such switching is d Olle as is essential 
to the proper placing of cars either for deposit or for departure." 
"R.ailroa(l yard" and" switcb yard," we have no doubt are synonymous, 
and the latter term was used in the act under consideration as de crip­
tive of the former. A ccepting Ollr construction of tlle third specifica­
tion, tllere fs no place for the contention of appellee's learned connsel 
that the temporary nse of the switch by the brakeman placed him ill 
"cllarge" of it, wi thin the mcaniug of the act. .Judgmeut reversed. 

LABEL S OF LABORERS' UNIONS-INJUNCTION TO PREVENT FRAU D­

ULEN1.' USE OF SAME, ETC.- T1-acy 'I.'. Banker, 49 Nor·theastcrn Reporter, 
page 30S.- This was a bill in equity brought in the supreme jndicial 
court of }\iassachusetts by Thomas :l!'. Tracy, as vice l)resident of tbe 
Cigar Makers' International Union of America, a voluntary associa­
tion, .to prevent the defendant from fraudulently using· the a -s()(;ia­
t ion's trade-unioTl label, or counterfeits thereof. Tbe decision of tllc 
COl.u·t was rendered February 8, l8D8, and a decree for the plaintiff was 
issued . The decision was based largely upon the constructiOll of 
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chapter 462 of the acts of 1895, and especially of section 3 the·reof. The 
statute proviues for the auoption of labels, trade-marks, ctc., by inui­
viduals, associations, or nnions, anu section 3 thereof reads as follows: 

SEC. 3. The owner of any such label, trade-mark, stamp or form of 
advertisement recorded as provided in section 1 of this aet, may pro­
ceed by suit to enjoin the manufacture, use or sale of any such counter­
feits or imitations, and all courts baving jurisdiction tbereof shall grant 
injunctions to restrain such manufacture, use or sale, and shall award 
the complainant in such suit such damages resulting from such wrong­
ful manufacture, use or sale as may by said court be deemed just and 
reasonable, and shall require the defendant to pay to such person, 
association or union the profits derived from such wrongful mauufac­
ture, n se or sale; and such court may also order that all such coun­
t erfeits or imitations in the possession or under the control of any 
defendant in snch case be delivered to an officer of the court, or to the 
complainant to be destroyed. In all cases wbere such association or 
union is not incorporated , suits under this act may be commenced and 
prosecuted by an officer of such association or union , on behalf of and 
for the use of such association or union, and .every member of such 
association or uniou shall be liable for costs in any such llroceedings. 

The opinion of the court· was delivered by Judge Holmes and reads, 
practically in fuU, as follows : 

The defenses requiring notice are that the statute protects only 
merchants or .manufacturers, that tbe association is lIot of a kind that 
will be protected by the court., and laches. 

The label is n. part of the well-known machinery of trade ullions, 
and the use of it is fouud, if a findillg be neMssary, to be of value to 
the union and its members. It wonld not he traveling too far from the 
record, perhaps, if we should assume that the nse of the label is in fact, 
as certainly it might be, of far more cconomic importance to the union 
than are many or most of the trade-marks, stri ctly so called, which are 
protectecl by the courts. Nevertheless, techuical difficulties, which 
would have been bard to escape from without some subtlety or a stat­
ute, prevented the plaintiff' from reqovering in a case like this. (See 
State v. Bishop, 128 Mo., 373, 381, 31 S.W., 9.) 1'lJatwas in 1890. Just 
before the argument of that case there was an attempt at legislation 
on the subject. (St., 1890, chap. 104.) Three years later a statutc was 
pa8secl which certainly looks as if it had peen intended, in part, to 
meet that decision . (St., 1893, chap. 443.) Bnt this act was still some­
what uuder the inflncncc of the llotion that protectioll of the label was 
a protection of manufacture; and after all amel1dmellt by St. , 1894, chap. 
285, it was repealed by the act of 1895, which is still in force. It is 
true tbat the present statute is· entitled "An act to protect manufac­
turers from the use of counterfeit labels and stamps." But wc can see 
no sufficient room for doubt that it protects the plaintiff. The first 
section extends to "any person, assQciatiou or union." That unincor­
porated associations or unions were contemplated is shown by section 
3, already referred to, which allows suits to be prosecuted by the officers 
of such associations or unions. It is impossible to believe that, when 
the statute mentions unincorporated unions, it does not refer to trade 
unions. It authorizes such unions to adopt, as well as to record, a 
label. Therefore it creates a right, if the court is unable to recognize 
onc without its aid. If it applies to trade unions, it must be taken to 
apply to them as they ordinarily are; that is, as . associations of work-
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men, not as manufacturers or venders of goods. It contemplates that 
the labels will be applied to menhandise, as of course tbey must lJe, 
and as these labels are. But it carefully abstains from using a word 
which implies that the protection or wrongful use of labels is confined 
to mannfacturers or venders. The policy of the statute is shown by 
tbe above-cited amendment of 1894 to the earlier act, which had for its 
object to extend the liability to others besidesmannfacturers. 

If, as we tbink, the statute expressly creates or r ecognizes the right 
of trade uilions to be protected in tile use oflalJels for trade-union pur­
poses, tile suggestion that the association represented by t,he plaintiff 
is an unlawfnl association falls of itself. It is too late to make such a 
contention as to trade unions generally, eyen apart from tbe statute 
under which tbis suit is brought. But the general purposes of this 
union are similar, so far as we know, to the general purposes of other 
unions. Tile constitution, as a whole, is not illegal ; and the a~sociation 
is not deprived of tile protection of the law, for what otllerwise would 
be it s r igllts, if in some incident or particular the purposes which it 
expresses are unlawful-which we do not imply. 

The plaintifl7s association Ilad a label registered under the earlier 
statute of 1893. Tile defendant has the boldn ess to urge that because 
Ile began his attempt to defraud tile union in 1894, before the act of 
1895 was passed, after baving been permitted on hi s application to use 
the label for a time, therefore the plaintitJ7s nnion h as no rights under 
tllO statute. We do not tllin k the suggestion needs more than a 
statement. 

The pl:tintiif ha s lost no rights through laclles. 
Finally, as the plaintiff makes out his right, it is to be protected 

against one form of swindling as well as anotber-against the u se of 
real labels in a fraudnlent way, as well as against the use of counter­
feits-if, indeed, the real labels, as used by the defendant after mutila­
tion,_ are not counterfeits, within the statute. D ecree for plaintiff. 

MASTER AND SERVANT - WAGES - FORFEITURE - Cote v. Bates 
]lfa,nu/ctctw"ing Co., 39 Atlantic R eporter, page 2BO.-This was an action 
brought by Pierre Oote against the above-named company in the 
supreme judicial court of Maine to recover $7.14, wages due, and a 
like amount as a forfeiture under ·section 4 of chapter 130 of the acts of 
1887, which reads as follows: 

It shall be lawful for any person, firm or corporation engaged in any 
manufacturing or mechanical busine8s, to contract with adult or minor 
employees to give ·one week's notice of intention on such employee's 
part, to quit such employment under a penalty of forfeiture of one 
week's wages. In such case, the employer shall be required to give a 
like notice of intention to discharge the employee; and on failure, shall 
pay to such employee a sum equal to one week's wages. No such for­
~eiture shall be enforced when the leaving or discharge of the employee 
IS for a reasonable cause. Provided, however, The enforcement of the 
penalty aforesaid shall not prevent either party from recovering damage!'! 
fo1' a breach of the contract of hire. 

The court rendered its decision December 10, 1897, and gave judg· 
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ment for the plaintiff for the wages claimed but not for the forfeiture. 
The opinion of tIle conrt, delivered by Judge Strout, reads as follows: 

Plaintiff was a :weaver in defendant's mill, receiving 50 cents per 
cut. His contract, which was in writing, provided that he should give 
ono week's notice of his intention to quit, and work that week, aml 
that. if he quit without giving such notice and working, be should for­
feit one week's wages. The statute imposes a like forfeitnre by a corpo· 
ration for the discharge of its laborer, without oue week's notice of its 
intention. On Saturday, May 16, ]896, defendant owed plaintiff for 
two weeks' work, amounting to $14.28. On May 11th defendant gave 
notice of a reduction in pay of weavers to 48 cents per cut, to take 
efiect on Monday, May 18th. Plaintiff says be first knew of this May 
16th. On Monday, May 18th, plaintiff went-into the mill, but did not 
start his loom , and he, "With others, refused to work at the reduced rate, 
and left. He says he was willing to work his notice at the old price, 
but understood that, if he "Worked lon ger , he would only be paid at the 
rednced rate. He was not told that if he gave llotice, and worked the 
week, he would receive the old price. He went back on the following 
\-;v ednesday, and worked one week, for which he was paid at the rate of 
48 cents per cut, and was also paid $7.14, for one week's work previously 
don e, the coml)any r etaining an equal amount as forfeited, on the 
ground th at he left without giving the required notice. 

This action is brought to recover the amount withheld, and also a like 
amount as forfeiture under the statute, for dischargiug him without 
notice. The case fails to show legal ground for recovery of forfeiture, 
as defendant did not attempt to discharge plaintiff. ' . 

As to the week's unpaid wages, whatever might havc been the legal 
right of plaintiff to recover at the old rate, if he had giveil notice on 
the 18th an(l worked his week, the plaint iff had good reason to suppose 
that he would not be so paid, and was therefore justified in leaving. If 
defendant intended to pay 50 cents per cut, for the tillle of the week's 
notice, i t could very easily bave so informed the plaintiff. But failing 
ill this, an(1 the reply of the superintendent to a remonstrance of the 
weavers, that th e old price would not be restored, fairly gave the weav­
ers to understand that only 48 cents per cut would be pai(l after May 
18th. Acting upon this inference, warranted by all the circumstances, 
the plaintiff wasjustified in leaving, and incurred]lo forfeitnre thereby. 
He is entitled to recover the week's wages withheld. Judgment for the 
plaintiff for $7.14, and interest from date of writ. 

MECHANICS' LIEKS-ApPLICATION OF STATUTE-Koken Iron Works 
1,'. Robberson Avenue Railtcay Co., 44 Southwestern R eporter, page 269.­
This was an action to enforce a mechanic's lien brought up on writ of 
error from thc circuit court of Greene County, Mo., where a judgment 
had been rendered for the plaintiff, to the supreme court of the State. 
Said court rendered its decision November 3, 1897, and affirmed the 
judgment of the lower court. 

The decision inv.olved but one point of much interest, which is clearly 
stated in so much of the opinion of the-supreme court, delivered by 
Chief Justice Barclay, as is quoted below: 

Counsel for the 'railway company insists that street railroads are not 
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witrun the intent of the law giving a lien upon the " roadbed, station 
honses, depots, bridges, rolling stock , real estate and improvements" of 
"any railroad company" for which work or labor is done, as d~fined by 
the statute (2 Rev. St., 188!), sec. ( 741). Undoubtedly, much of the 
language of that law is applicable to railroads operated by s team. 
Those were the roads to which the acts were chiefly designed to apply. 
But the general terms of the law are also susceptible of applicatioo to 
street railroads,. and we find nothing in auy part of the enactment to 
indicate that such application is not intellded. Wllen we bring illto 
view the various statutes affording liens for materials or labor furllislled 
for the improvement of land, and consider the broad objects sought by 
such legislation, it; seems clear that street railroads were not intended 
to be exempt from liability to respond to such lien claims in a proper 
case. Laws of this nature should receive a fail' and rational interpl'e­
tatioll, and fnn effect be given to the remedial purpose tbat cOllstitutes 
their spirit. 

WEEKLY PAYMENT OF WAGES-CONSTRUCTION OF ST.ATUTE­
Commonwealth v. Dunn, 49 Northeastern Reporter, page 110.-This was 
an action by the State against John A. Dunn for a violation of' the 
statute in relation to the weekly payment of wages brought in the 
superior court of W orcestel' County) Mass. Said case turned largely 
unOIl the construCti9n of sect.ions 51, G5, and 78 of chapter 508 of the 
acts of 1804 and section 1 of chapter 438 of the acts of 1895, which 
read as follows: 

SEC. 51. Every manufacturillg, milling' or qnarrying, mercantile, rail­
road, street railway, telegraph and telephone corporation, every incor­
porated express company and water company shall pay weekly each 
employee engagell in its business th e wages earned by such em ployee 
to witl1in six days of the date of said payment; and every city shall so 
pay every employee engaged in its business, u1Iless such employee sball 
request in writing to be paid in some differen t manner; and every munic­
ipal corporation Hot a city and every county shall so pay every employee 
in its business if so required by llim; but if at any time of payment 
any employee shall be absent from llis regular place of labor li e shall 
be paid thereafter on demand. Tile pl'ovisions of this section shall not 
apply to any employee of a cooperative corporation or association who 
is a stockholder th erein , unless ~mclt em ployee slJall request snch cor­
poration to pay llim weekly. TlJe railroad commissioners after a hear­
ing, may exempt any railroad corporat ion from paying weekly any of 
its employees who, in the opi1lion of t he commissioners, prefer less fre­
quent paymellts, and when tlle in terests .of tlle public and such eml)loyees 
will not sntl'er tllereby. 

SEC. G5. AllY corporation violating the provisions of section fifty-one 
of this act, requiring the weekly payment of wages, sball b e punished 
by a fine 1l0t exceeding fifty dollars and llot less tltan ten dollars. 

SEO. 78. Any person violating any provision of this act where no 
special provision as to the pe1lalty for such violation is made shall be 
punish.ed by fine not exceeding 01le hundred dollars. 

SEC. 1. Sections fifty-one to fifty-four, inclusiv-e, of chapter five llun­
dred and eight of the acts of t he year eighteen hundred alld ninety­
fOlU, relative to the weekly payment of wages by corporations, shall 
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apply to :my person or partnership engaged in tills Commonwealth in any 
manufacturing business and h:1Villg more than twellty·ftve employees. 
And the word" corporation," as used in said sections, shall include such 
persons and partnerships. 

The defendant, Dunn, was convicted and carried the case to tbe 
supreme judicial court of the State on exceptions. Said cC'urt ren­
dered its decision January 8, 1898, and sustained the exceptions. 
Chief Justice Field delivered the opinion of the court, and t he follow­
in g is quoted therefrom: 

We are of opinion tbat the effect of St., 1805, chap. 438, is to make 
persons and partnerships engaged iu allY manufacturing business in 
the Commonwealth, and having more than 25 employees, subj ect to the 
general provisions of St., 1894, chap. 508, sec. 51, concerning manufac­
turing corporations; but that the special provisions of that section con­
ce: nin g lUunicipal corporations not cities, and conceruing counties, 
coopt·rative corporations or associations, and railroad corporations are 
not applicable to such persons aud partnersl.lips. As the word "corpora­
tions," fonnd in section 65 of the statute of 1894, can not be beld to 
include the persons and partnerships mentioned in the statute of 1895, 
we are of opinion that section 78 of the statute of 18.94 i s applicable to 
such persons and partnerships. After the passage of the statute of 
1895, section 51 of the statute of 1894 is to be read as if the statute of 
1895 had been incorporated in i t . 

DECISIONS UNDBR COMMON LAW. 

CONSPIRA.cY-BOYCOl'Ts-Hop7.:ins et al. v. Oxley Stave Co., 83 Fed­
eral R epm·tm·, page 912.-This case was brought before the Uniteu Statcs 
circuit court of appeals, eighth circnit, Oll appeal from tl.le United 
States circuit court for the district of Kansas. (See OxJey Stave Co. v. 
Coopers' International Union of North America et al., 72 Federal 
Reporter, page 6D5, and Bulletin of the Department of Labor, No. 7, 
p~lge 783. ) A bill for all injunction was asked by the Oxley Stave 
Compallyagainst Lodge No. 18 of the ab0ve·m~med union, the Trades 
Assem bly of Kansas City, Kans., and a number of the individual mem­
bers of such organizations. As against the organizations the bill was 
dismisseo, and a temporary injunction was granted against the remaill­
ing llefeudants, from which they appealed. Tl.le circuit court of appeals 
rcndered its decision November 8, 1897, and, by a divided court, sus­
tained the decision of the circuit court. 

The opinion of the court was delivered by Circuit Judge Thayer and 
contains a full statement of the facts in the case. A strong dissenting 
opillion was delivered by Circuit Judge Caldwell. Both of these opin­
ions are given below in full : 

'l'HA. YER, Circuit Judge. This case ·comes on appeal from an ()rder 
made by the circuit court of the United States for the district of Kan­
sas, granting an interlocutory injunction. The motion for the injuBc­
tion was heard on the bill and supporting affidavits, and on certain 
opposing affidavits. There is no s llbstantial.controversy with reference 
to the material facts disclosetl by the bill and accompanying affidaVits, 



460 · BULLETIN Ol!' 'l'HE DEPARTMENT OF LABOR, 

which. may be summariz~d as follows: The appellants, H, C. Hopkins 
and others, wbo were the defendants below, are members of two volun­
tary, nnincorporated associatiolls, termed, respectively, the Coopers' 
Intefllational Union of North America, Lodge No. 18, of Kansas City, 
Kan" and the Trades Assembly of Kansas City, Kan. The first of 
these associations is a labor organization composed of coopers, which 
has local lodges in all the important trade centers throughout the 
United States and Canada. The other association, the Trades Assem­
bly of Kansas Cit.y, Kan ., is a body composed of representatives of 
many different labor organizations of Kansas City, Kan., and lR a 
branch of a general organization of the sam" llame which exists and 
operates, by means of local assemblies, in all the principal commercial 
centers of the United States and Europe. The Oxley Stave Company, 
the plaintiff below and appellce here, is a Missouri corporatioll, which is 
engaged at Kansas City, Kan., where it has a large cooperage plant, in 
the manufacture of barrels and casks for packing meats, flour, and 
other commodities. It sells many barrels and casks annually to several 
large packing associations located at Kansas City, Mo., and Kansas 
City, K an., and also has customers for its product in sixteen other States 
of the Union, and in Europe. Its annnal output for the year 1895 was 
of the value of' $164,173. For some time prior to November IG,IS05, 
the plaintiff company had used successfully in its cooperage plant at 
Kansas City, Kan., certain machines for hooping barrels, which mate­
rially lessened the cost of making the same. It did not cOJlfine itself 
exclusively to the manufacture of machilJe·hooped barrels, but manu­
facturcd, besides, mallY han~l-hooped barrels, and employed a large num­
ber of coopers for that purpose. The wag-es paid to the coopers ill its 
elJ1ploy were satisfactory, and no coutroversy had arisen between the 
plaintiff and its employces ou that score. On or about November 16, 
1::>05, the plaintiff company was informed by a committee of persons rep­
resenting the 10calloc1ge of tile Coopers' Union, No. I S, at Kansas City, 
Jean ., that it must discontinue the use of hoopillg machilles in its plant. 
Said committee furth er informed the plainti:fi' that they had already 
llotified one of its large.:t customers, Swift & Co., that, in making COll­

tracts with the plaiutifi' for barrels, the Coopers' U nion would require 
sHch customer, in futnre, to speci(y that all barrels supplied to it by the 
plaintiff must be hand-hooped. None of the members of this cOlllmittee 
were employees of the plaintiff company, and, with one exception, none 
of the present appellants were or are in its employ. At a later date 
the Coopers' Union, No. 18, called to its assistance the Trades Assembly 
of Kansas City, Kan., for the purpose of enfol'cill g its aforesaid clemand; 
and on or about January 14, 180G, a committ.ee of persons representing 
both of said organizations waited upon the manager of the plaintiff 
company, and notified him, in substance, that said organizat.ions had 
each determined to boycott the product of the plaintiff' company UJJless 
it discontinued the use of hooping machines"in its plant, and that the 
boycott would be made effective ou January 15, 1896. The formal 
action takeu by the Trades Assembly was evidenced by the following 
resolution: 

"To the officers aud members of the Trades Assembly, greeting : 
Whereas, the cooperage firms of J. H.. Kelley and the Oxley Coopemge 
Company have placed in their plants hooping machines operated by 
child l~bor; and whereas, said hooping machines is the direct canse of 
at least one hundred coopers being out of employment, of which a great 
many are unable to do anything else, on acconnt of age, and at a meet­
ing held by Coopers' Union No. 18 on. the 31st of December, 1895, a 
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committee was appointed to notify the above firms tltat unless tltey dis­
continued tlte use of said machines on and after the 15th of J anuary, 
1896, that Coopers' U uion No. 18 would cause a boycott to be placed on 
all packages hooped by said machines tlte 15th of January, 18U6, aud at 
a. meeting held by Coopers' Union No. 18 on the 4th of January, 1896, 
delegates were authorized to bring the matter before the Trades Assem­
bly in proper form, and petition the assembly to indorse our action, and 
to place tlte matter in the hands of their grievance committee, to act 
in conjunction with the committee appointed by Coopers' Union No. 18 
to notify the packers before letting their contracts for tltei l' cooperage : 
Therefore, be it resolved, that tltis Trades Assembly indorse tlte action 
of Coopers' Union No. 18, and the matter be left in tlte bands of the 
grievallCe committee for immediate action. 

"Yours, respectfully , "J. L. COLLINS, 
" Secrcta1'Y Coopers' International Union 

of N01·th Alllel"ica, .Lodge l 8Y 

It was also charged, and the cbarge was 1I0t denied, tbat the mem­
bers of the voluntary organizations to wbich the defemlants belonged 
had conspire(l and agreed to force the plaintiff, against its will, to 
abandon the use of hooping macltines in its plan t, and tl1at tltis object 
was to be accomplished 1>y dissuading the plailltiff's customers from 
buyillg maclJinc-booped barrels and casks; such customers to be so 
dissuaded throug'h fear, inspired by concerted action of the two orga.ni­
zatioll ,that the members of all tbe labor organizations throughout the 
country would be induced not to purchase auy commodity whicl1might 
be packed in such machine, hooped barrels or casks. The bill charged, 
by proper averments (and no attempt wa.s made to l)l'ove the contrary), 
tltat tlte deft·ndants were p ersons of small means, and tbat the plaintiff 
,rould suii'er a great and irreparable loss, exceeding $100,00U, if the 
defenuants were alloweu to carry tlte threatened boycott into effect ill 
tlte mau ner and form proposed. The inj unction which the court awarded 
against tLe defendants was, in snbstance, oue which p['obibited them, 
UII ti l the finallJearing of the case, from making effecti ve tlte threatened 
boycott, and from in any way 11lenacin~, IJindering, or obstructing the 
plaintiff company, by interfering with its busine8s or customers, from 
the fuU enjoyment of such patrouag'e and business as it might enjoy or 
possess independeut of such interference. 

Tlte first pl'OpO itiDll contended for by the appellants is that the 
trial court acted without jurisdiction in awarding an injunction. The 
ground for this contention consists in the fact that in the bill, as 
originally filed, two persons were named as defendants who were citi­
zens and residents of the State of Missouri, under whose laws the 
Oxlcy Stave Company was incorporated. But as tlte case was dis­
missed as to these defendants, and as to the two voluntary unincor­
porated associations, and as to all the members thereof wbo were not 
specifically named as defendants in tlte bill of complaint, before au 
injunction was awarded, aud as tlte bill was retained only as against 
persons concerned in the alleged conspiracy who were citizens and 
residents of the State of Kansas, the objection to the jurisdiction of 
the trial court is, in our opinion, withont merit. Oxley Stave Co. v. 
Coopers' Iuternational Union of North America,72 Fed.,695. It is 
further urged that the trial court had 110 right to proceed with the 
hearing of the case ill the absence of any of the persons who were 
members of the two voluntary organizations, to wit, the Coopers' 
Union, No. 18, and tLe Trades Assembly of Kansas Oity, Kan., because 
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all the members of those organizations were parties to the alleged con­
Rpiracy. This contention seems to be based on the assumption tuat 
every member of the t~ro organizations llud the right to call u pOll m-ery 
other member for aid and assistance in carrying out the alleged COil­
spiracy, and that all injunction restraining a part. of tlle members from 
rendering such aid and assistance would necessarily operate to tue 
prejullice of those members who had not bc:'en made parties to tue , nit. 
III other words, the argument is tLat certain illdispensable parties to 
the suit 11:),\"0 1I0t ueen made parties, and that full relict~ consisteut 
witL equity, can not be administered without their presence UpOl! the 
record. We do not dispute the existence of the rule which the defend­
ants invoke, but it is apparent, we think, that it has no application to 
the case ill Land. The present suit proceeds upon the theory-witllOut 
whicL no relief can be afforded-tbat the agreement elltered into 
between the members of the two voluntary associations aforesaid is all 
unlawful conspiracy to oppress alld injure the plaintiff cOlllpany; that 
no right whatsoever can be predicated upon, or have its origin in, sHch 
an agreement; and that the melllbers of the two orgauizatiolls are 
jointly and severally liable for wLatever injury would be done to the 
plaintiff company by carrying out the object of the alleged agreemellt. 
The rule is as well settled in equity as it is at law that, where the 
rigllt of action arises ex c7el-icto, tile tort may be treated as joint or 
several, at tLe election of the injured party, amI tllat he may, at his 
option, sue either one or more of tile joint wrongdoers. (Cunllingbam 
1.'. P ell,,j Paige, 607; Wall .!.' . TllOmas, 41 Fed., G20, and cases tbere 
citetl.) We perceive no reason, therefore, why tile case was Dot prop­
erly p roccecled with against the appellants, although numerous other 
persons were concerned in tile alleged combination or conspiracy. 

We turn, therefore, to the merits of the controversy. The snbstan­
tial qnestion is whether the agreement cntered into by tue member:; of 
the two unincorporated as ociations to boycott the contents of all bar­
rel s, casks, and packages malie by the Oxley 8tave Company which 
were hooped by machinery was an agreement against wuich a court of 
equity can a.fiord relief, preventive or otherwise. Tile contention of 
the appellants is that it was a lawful agreement, such as they had the 
right to make and carry out, for the purpose of maintaining t.!w rate of 
wages tllen paid to journeymen coopers, and that, being lawful, tile 
injury occasioned to the plaintiff company, no matter bow great, was 
au injmy agaillst whieb lIeitber a COllrt of law 1101' equity can afford 
any 1 ellress. According to our view of tLe case, the claim made by tue 
defcntlants below: tllat oue object of the threatened boycott was to 
pre,ent the employment of cllilrl lab or, is in no way material; but, iu 
passing, it\vill not be out of place to say that this claim seems to have 
been a mere pretense, since it was shown that tlle macLinery u~ed to 
hoop barrels can llOt be managed by children, but must, of necessity, 
be operated by persons ,yho have the requisite strength to halldlc bar­
rels alld casks weighing from 75 to 80 pounds with great rapidity. It 
is manifest that this i!'; a species of labor which coulc1 not, in ~Llly event, 
be perforll~ed by cllildrcn . Neither do " 'e deem it ilecessaryon thE) 
present occasiou to define the term "boycott;" for, wha.tever may be 
the mealliog of that word, 110 controversy exists in the present ca.se 
concerning the means tllat were to be employed by the members of tile 
two labol' organizations for tbe purpose of compelling the pla.intiff 
comp:lllY to abandon the use of hooping macuines. ] t is conceded 
that tlleir purpose was to warn all of t he plaintiff's immediate customers 
not to p~1l'cbase machine·hooped barrels or casks, and to warn whole-
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sale and retail dealers everywhere not to handle provisions or other 
commodities which were packed in such barrels or casks. This warn­
ing was to be made effectual by notifying the members of all :}ssociatell 
labor organizations throughout the United States, Oanada, and Enrope, 
not to purchase provisions or other commodities, and, as far as pos­
sible, to dissuade others from purchasing provisions or other commod­
ities which were packed in machine-hooped barrels or casks. The 
object of the conspiracy, it will be seen, was to interfere with the com­
plainant's business, and to deprive the complainant company, and 
numerous other persons, of the rigllt to conduct their business as they 
thought proper. To this end, thoi5e who were engage9. in the conspir­
acy intended to excite the fears of all persons who were engaged in 
making barrels, or who handled commodities packed in barrels, that, 
if they did not obey the orders of the associated labol' organizations, 
tb ey would incur the active hostility of all tlJe members of those asso­
ciations, suffer a grcat financial loss, and possibly ruu the risk of sus­
tairling some personal injury. It may be conceded that, when the 
defeudants entered into the combination in qnestion, they had no pres­
ent intention of resorting to actual violence for the purpose of enforc­
ing their demands ; but it is manifest that by concerted actiou, force of 
numbers, and by exciting the fears of the timid, they did in tend to 
compel many persons to snrrender their freedom of action, and submit 
to the dictation of others in the management of their private business 
affairs. Anotl1er object of the conspiracy, which was no less harmful, 
was to deprive the public at large of the advantages to be derived from 
the use of an invention which was not only designed to diminish the 
cost of makiug ccrtain necessary articles, but to lessen the labor of 
huma II hands. 

While the courts have invariably upheld the right of individuals to 
formlabor organiJlations for the protection of the interests of the labor­
ing classes, and have dellied the power to enjoin the members of such 
associations from withdrawing peaceably from any service, either singly 
or ill a body, O\Ten where such withdrawal involves a breach of con· 
tract (Arthur v. Oaks, 11 O. C. A., 209, G3 Fed., 310), yet they have 
, ery gcnerally condemned those combinations usually termed "boy­
cotts," which al'e formed for the purpose of interfering, otherwise than 
by lawful competition, with the business affairs of others, and depriv­
ing tllem, by means of threat.s and intimidation, of the right to conduct 
the business in which they h appen to be engaged according to the dic­
tates of thcir o wn jUdgments. The right of an iudividual to carry on 
his business as he sees fit, and to use such implements or processes of 
manufacture as he desires to use, providerl he follows a lawful avoca­
tion, and conducts it in a lawful manner, is entitled to as much consid­
eration as his other personal right.s; and the law should afford 
protection against the efforts of powerful combinations to rob him of 
that right and coerce his will by intimidating his cnstomers and de­
stroying his patronage. A conspiracy to compel a manufacturer to 
aballtlon the use of a valuablc invention bears no resemblance to a 
combination among labore-rs to withdraw from a given employment as 
a means of obtaining better pay. Persons engaged ill any service have 
thc power, with which a court of equity will Hot iuterfere by injunc­
tion, to abandon tlJat service, either singly or in a body, if the wages 
paid or the conditions of employment are not satisfactory; but they 
have no right to dictate to an employer what kind of implements he 
shall use, or whom he sha.ll employ. Many courts of the highest char­
acter and ability have held that a combination such as the one ill ques-
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(ion is admitted to have been is an unlawful conspiracy, at common. law, 
and that an action will lie to recover the damages which one has sus­
tained as the direct result of such a conspiracy; also, that a suit in equity 
may be maintained to prevent the persons concerned in such a combi­
nation from carrying the same into elfect, wl1en the damages would be 
irreparable, or when such a proceeding is necessary to prevent a mul­
tiplicityof suits. Tile test of tl1e right to sue in equity is whether the 
combination complained of is so far unlawful that an action at law will 
lie to recover the damages inflicted, and whether the remedy at law is 
adequate to redress the wrong. If the remedy at law is for any reason 
inadequate, resort may be had, as in other cases, to a court of equity. 
In the case of Spinning Co. ~' . Riley, L. R. G Eq., 551, 558, Vice Chau­
cellor Malins held that an injunction was a proper remedy to prevent 
the officers of a trades union from using placards and advertisements to 
dissuade laborers from l1iring themselves to the spinning company 
pending a dispute between the latter coml)any and the trades union as 
wages. The court said: 

"That evcry man is at liberty to induce others, i.n the words of the 
act of parliament, 'by persuasion or otherwise,' to enter into a combi­
nation to keep up the price of wages, or the like ; but directly he enters 
into a combination wl1ich l1as as its object intimidation or violence, or 
interfering witl1 tbe perfect freedom of action of another man, it theu 
becomes an offense, llot only at common law, but also an offcnse pun­
isl1able by tl1e express enactment of the act G Geo. IV., chap. 129. It 
is clear, therefore, that the printillg and publishing of these placards 
and advertisements by the defendants, admittedly for the purpose of 
intimidating workmen from entering into tl1e service of the plaintiffs, 
are unlawful acts, punisl1able by imprisonment, under Id., chap. 129, 
and a crime at COlllmon law." 

In Temperton v. Russell [1893]1 Q. E., 715, the facts appear to· have 
been that a committee representing certain trades union s, for the pur­
pose of enforcing obedience to certain rules that had lJeen adopted by 
the unions, notifietl tlle praintiff not to supply building materials to a 
certain firm. He l1aving" de~lined to comply with ·such request, the 
committee thereupon iJlduced certain third parties Dot to enter into 
further contmcts with thc plaintiff; such third parties being so induced 
by threats or representations tl1at the unions would cause their labor· 
ers to be withdrawn from their employ in case such further contracts 
were made. It was l1eld that the plaintiff l1ad a right of action agaiJlst 
the members of the committee for maliciously conspiring" to injure him 
by preventing persons fwm l1aving dealings with him. In delivering 
the judgment of the court tllc master of the rolls (Lord Esher) quoted 
with approval a statement of the law wl1ich is found in Eowen v. Hall, 
6 Q. B. Div., 333, to the effect that wl1ere it appe~.rs that a defendant 
has, by persuasion, induced a third party to break his contract with 
the plaintiff, either for the purpose of injuring the plaintiff, or for t he 
purpose of reaping a personal advantage at the expense of the plaintiff, 
t l1e act is wrongful and malicious, and therefore actionable. In tl1e 
case of State v. Stewart, 59 Vt., 273,!) At]., 55!), it was held that a. 
combination entered into for tl1e purpose of preventing or deterring a. 
corporation from tald ng into its service certaill persons whom it desired 
to employ was an unlawful combiIlation or conspiracy at common law~ 
The court said: 

"The principle upou which the cases, English and American, pro­
ceed, is tllat every man has the rigl1t to cmploy his talents, iudustry, 
and capital as he pleases, free from the dictation of others; and, if two 
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or more persons combine to coerce bis choice in this behalf, it is a. 
criminal conspiracy. The labor and skill of the workmen, be it of high 
or low degree, the plant of the manufacturer, the equipment of the 
fanner, .the investments of commerce, are all, in equal sense, property. 
If men, by overt acts of violence, destroy either, they are guilty of 
crime. The anathemas of a secret organization of men appointed for 
the purpose of controlling the industry of others by a species of intim­
idation that work upon the mind, rather than the body, are quite as 
dangerolls, and generally altogether more effective, than acts of actual 
violellce. And, wbile such conspiracies may give to the illdividual 
directly affected by them a private right of action for damages, they at 
the same time lay the basis for an indictment, 011 the gl'Ound that the 
State itself is directly concerned in the promotion of all legitimate 
industries and the development of all its resources, and owes the duty 
of proteetion to its citizens engaged in the exercise of their callings." 

In Barr v. Trades Council (N. J. Ch.), 30 AtI., 881, it appeared that a 
publisher of a newspaper had determined to m,e plate matter in mak­
ing up his p aper, whereupon the members of a local typographical 
union, concei ving their interests to be pr~judiced by such action, entered 
into a combination to compel him to desist from the u se of such plate 
matter. The object of the combination was to be accomplished by the 
typographical union by a formal call upon all lab or organizations with 
which it was affiliat ed, and upon all other persons who were in sympa­
thy with it, to boycott the paper, by refusing to buy it or advertise ill 
the same. It was held, in substance, that a person's business is prop­
erty, which is entitled under the law to protection from unlawful inter­
ference, and that the combination ill question was illegal, because it 
conteml)lated a wrongful iuterference with the plaintiff's freedom of 
action in the management of his own affairs. De~i sions embodying 
substantially the same views have been made by many other cour·ts. 
(Hilton v . Ecker81ey,6 El. & El., 47, 74; Steamsllip Co. v. McKenna, 
30 Fed., 48; Casey v. Typographical Union, 45 Fed., 135; Thomas v. 
Railway Co.,62 Fed., 803, 818; Arthur v. Oakes, 11 O. O. A., 209, 63 
F eel., ;no, 321, 322. See, also, Carew v. Rutherford, 106 Mass., 1 j 
Walker v . Cronin, 107 Mass., 555; SMte v. Glidden, 55 Oonn., 46, 8 At!., 
890; Vegelahn v. Gunter (Mass.), 44 N. E., 1077.) The cases which 
seem to be chiefly relied upon as supporting the contention that the 
combination complained of in the case at bar was lawful, and that the 
action proposed to be t aken in pursuance thereof ought not to be 
elljoined, are the following: Mogul S. S. Co. v. McGregor, 23 Q. B. 
Div., 598 ; Id. l1892], App. Cas., 25; Continental Ins. Co. 'v. Board of 
Fire Underwriters of the Pacific, 67 Fed., 310; and Bohn Mfg. Co. v. 
HoIlis, 54 Minn., 223, 55 N. W., 1119. In the first of these cases the 
facts were that the owners of certain steamships, for the purpose of 
securing all the freight which was shipped at certain ports, and doing 
a profitable business, had formed an association, and issued a circular 
to shippers at said ports, agreeing to allow them a certain rebate on 
freight bills, provided they gave their patronage exclusively to ships 
belongin g to members of the association. The association also prohib­
ited its soliciting agents from acting as agents for other competing 
lines. A suit having been brought against the members of the asso­
ciation, by a competing shipowner, to recover damages which had been 
sustained in consequence of the formation and action of the association, 
it was held that the acts complained of were lawful, the same having 
been done simply for the purpose of enabling the members of the asso­
ciation to hold and extend their trade; in other words, tp,at the acts 
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complained of amonnted to no more than bwful compctition in trade. 
Continental Ins. Co. v. Board of Fire Underwriters of the Pacific, was 
a case of tile same character as the one last considered, and involved 
an application of tile same doctrine. rt was held, in substance, that an 
association of fire underwriters which had been formed nndcr an agree· 
ment that provided, among other things, for the regulation of premium 
rates, the prevention of rebates, compensation of agents, and noninter­
course with companies that "ere not members of the association, was 
not an illegal conspiracy, and that the accomplisltruellt of its purpose 
by lawful means would not be enjoined at the suit of a competing insur­
ance company which was not a member of the association. Iu the case 
of Bohn Mfg. Co. v. Hollis, it appeared that a large number of retail 
lumber dealers had formed a voluntary association, by which they 
mutually agreed that they "oalel not deal with any manufacturer 01' 
wholesale deaJer who sllOuld seU lumber direcUy t o consumers, ]lot 
dealers, at any point where a membcr of tlle association was carryiug 
Oil a wholesale lumber business, ancl had provided ill t lleir by-laws tilat, 
whenever any wholesale dealer OL' manufacturer made any such sale, 
the secretary of the association should notify all members of the fact. 
The plainti:tf having made such a sale, and the secretary being Oil the 
point of senlling a notice of t.he fact to members of the association, as 
provided by the by-laws, it was held that the sending of such a 1I0tice 
was not actionable, and that an injunction to restrain the Ecnding' of 
such notice ought not to issne. The decision to this effect was based 
on tbe ground that the members of the association might la wflLlly agree 
with each other to withclraw their patronage, collectively, for the rea­
sons specified in the agrecment, because the members, inuividually, 
had the right to determine from whom they would make purchases, and 
to withdraw their p atronage at any time, and for any reason which 
tbey deemed adequate. We are IIOt able to concede, however, that it 
is always the case that what oue person may clo without rendel'illg hilll­
self ]labIe to an action many persons lllay euter into a combination to do. 
rt has beeu held ju several well-considered cases that tbe law will some­
times take cognizance of acts done by a combination which would Ilot 
give rise to a cause of action if contmitted by a single individual, s ince 
there is a power in numbers, when acting in concert, to inflict illjury, 
which does not res ide in persolls acting separately. (Steamship 00. 1'. 

McGregor [18921, .App. Cas., 24, 25; Id., 23 Q. B. Div., 598, 616; .Arthur 
v. Oakes, 11 C. C . .A., 20!), 63 F ed., 310, 321; State 'L Glidden, 55 COIl11 ., 
46,8 .Atl., 890.) But if we concede that the reasoning e mployed in 1IIan· 
ufactnring Co. v. HoUis was sound, as applied to the facts ill tbat case, 
yet it by no means follows (and that fact was recognized in the deci· 
sion) that the members of the association would have had the power to 
combine for the purpose of compelling other persons, not members of 
the association, to withhold tbeir patronage from a wholesale deal er 
who failed to conduct hi s business in the mode prescribed by tllC 
association. 

We think it is entirely clear, upon tbe authorities, that the conduct 
of wbicb the defenc1an ts below were accllsed can not be justified on the 
ground that the acts contemplated were legitimate and lawful means to 
prevent a possible future decline in wages, and to secure em])loyment 
for a greater Humber of coopers. No decrease jn tlle rate of wages had 
been threatened by tile Oxle.y Stave Company, and, with one exception, 
the members of the combination were not in the employ of the plaintiff 
company. Tbe members of the combination undertook to prescribe the 
manner in which the plaintiff· company should manufacture barrels and 
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casks, and to enforce obedience LO its orders by a species of intimida­
tion which is no less harmful than actual violence, and which usually 
ends in violence. Tile combination amounted, thei'efore, to a conspiracy 
to wrongfully deprive the plaintiff of its right to manage its business 
according to the dictates of its own judgment. Aside from thc fore· 
going considerations, the fact can not be overlooked that another object 
of the conspiracy was to deprive the public at large of the bellefits to 
lJe derived from a labol'-saving machine which seems to have been one 
of great utility. If a combination to that end is pronounced lawful, it 
follows, of conrse, that combinations may be organized for the purpose 
of preventing the use of harvesters, threshers, steam looms, and print­
ing presses, typesetting machines, sewing machines, and a thousand 
other lnventiollS which have added immeasurably to the productive 
power of humau labor, alld the comfort and welfare of mankind. It 
result8 from these views that thc injunction was properly awarded, and 
the order appealed from is accordingly affirmeu. 

CALDWELL, Circuit Judge (disseuting). To prevel).t the merits of 
the case from being miscon ceived or obscured, it is well to state at the 
threshold what it does, aud what it does not, involve. It involves no 
question of the obstruction of in ters/;.'l.te commerce, or the United States 
mails, or any other Federal right. The bill does not charge that the 
defendants violated allY law of the State of Kansas or of the United 
States, or that they threaten to do so, or that tlleyare gnilty of any 
breach of the public peace, or that auy violence or injuL'y to person, or 
to public or to private property, was l)erpetratcd, threatened, contem­
plateu, or feared. To show precisely what the suit does involve, that 
portion of t.he bill which states the plaintiff's grounds of complaint is 
here copied; 

"~l\Jld your orator alleges and charges that the said defendants have 
combined, confederated, and conspired together to requirc of your orator 
to discontinue ill its plant and plants the use of said booping' machines, 
and, upon refusal of your orator so to do, to boycott the product of 
your orator's said plant and plants; that is to say, to persuade and 
coerce all other persons to abstain fi:om having any business relations 
with your orator, or to patronize your orator by purchasing from your 
orator the said product anu output of your orator's said plants, or from 
being customers of your orator, or from buying anything from your 
orator, or sustaining any business relations to your orator, and to so 
induce, persuade, and coerce all persons to discontinue all dealings with 
your ol'ator, if your oratDI' shall refuse to comply with the said req:.lest 
and demand of the said defendants, and to exclude your orator from 
busiuess relations with the public, and to practically break up, suspelld, 
and ruin your orator's busincss, if your orator shall refuse to accede to 
the said demand of said cOllspirators; and the said defendants have so 
conspired .as aforesaid, and to accomplish said conspiracy, by serving 
notice upon all persons engaged in any business, of a kind in which the 
product and output of your orator's plant are used, not to patronize 
your orator, upon pain of withdrawal of patronage from such persons of 
said conspira,tors, and of various members of their sa.id organizations, 
and of all affiliated and sympathizing kindred organizations, and that 
said conspirators, and those associated with, related to, and subject to 
the control of, said conspirators consist of a vast body of people, the 
number of which is unknown to your orator, in all of the great com­
mercial and trade centers of this and other conntries, and possess great 
power, and are able to, and if unchecked will, do to your orator great 
damage and injury." 
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The ground npon which the jurisdiction in equity is rested is that the 
defendant.s are; in the language of the opinion of the court, "persons of 
small means." It will be observed that the bill alleges specifically how 
the" boycott" was to be conducted, and also how the" conspiracy" was 
to be accom plished, and that force, threats, or violence is not an element 
either of the ' boycott or the alleged conspiracy. Any contention that 
the defendants meditated violence is silenced by the statement in the 
brief of the plaintiff's attornny that "it is fair to pre"ume, from the 
resolution and other testimony, that the defendants were determined to 
use all means, short of violence, to make the proscription effective." 
The material part of the answer of the Coopers' International Union 
appears in the affidavit of its president, and is as follows: 

"That about a year and a half prior to the commencement of this 
action the complainant company commenced to operate certain hooping 
machines (i. e., machines for cutting hoop locks in, and putting wooply 
lloops upon, tierces and barrels); that said machines were attended to, 
and operated by, child labor ill said shop (in many instances by chile hen 
under the age of fourteen years), and that in the operation of said 
machines the said children were constantly exposed to serious injury, 
by reason of tender years, inexperience, and tIle manner of the opera­
tion of said machines; that the tierces or barrels hooped by these 
machines were of an inferior quality, and the said lock, a,nd the manner 
of locking the hoops thereon, being of such a construction that the said 
tierces and barrels were unable and unsuitable for the purpose of han­
dling and holding for transportation the products of the packing houses 
and various other manufacturers-a fact that was recognized and well 
known by many of the packing concerns ill and about Wyandotto 
Connty, ICans. Affiant further says that during t.ho timeof his employ­
ment by the complainant company there has been returned to said 
company, as defective and unfit for use, as high as fOL'ty· seven out of a 
shipment of fifty machine· made barrels, and that the percentage of 
machine·llOoped barrels returned to the complainant company as defect­
ive was, of an average, ten times as many as returned trom the haud­
hooped shipments, even though the complainant company employed 
and retained a large number of unskillful and inefficient mell, engaged 
in hooping barrels and tierces, which said mel~ were not members of 
said Coopers' Union, and, by reason of their inefficiency, could 110t 
become members thereof; that, by reason of the un workmanlike and 
defective barrels manufactured and turned out by the said machines, 
the wages and compensation of the aforesaid journeymen coopers 
employed in the cooperage establishments of Wyandotte County, 
RailS., were threatened to be materially lowered and reduced, in this, 
to wit: that in the use of said machines in connection with child labor 
the said complainant company were enabled to, and did, discharge 
(throw out of employment) a large number of competent and efficient 
journeymen coopers, citizens of the State of Missouri, and citizens of 
the State of Kansas, and members of the said Coopers' Union, and 
that thereafter the said Coopers' Union was informed by some, if not 
all, of the various cooperage establishments in Wyandotte County, 
Rans., that uuless the complainant company ceased to operate said 
machines, and to flood the market with the cheap and inferior tierces 
and barrels, they would be obliged to reduce the wages and compensa­
tion paid by them to journeymen coopers employed in their various 
plants, and that one cooperage establishment did reduce the price 
and compensation of said journeymen ,coopers, and also threat.ened 
the said journeymen coopers belonging to said Coopers' Union with 
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discuarge unless the said output and competition of the clleap and 
iuferior product be taken out of the market; * * * that at no time 
durin g the said controversy between said Coopers' Union and said 
Xrades Assembly and the said complainant company has there been 
any violence threatened or contemplated, and that at no time during 
said period has there been any unlawful interference with the business 
of t he said -complainant company, or has any unlawful interference 
been threatened; that it is the intention of the said Coopers' Union 
and Trades Assembly, in case the said complainant company insists 
npon the use of said machines, and the consequent deprivation of the 
workingmcn , members of said Coopers' Union, of their means of liveli­
hood, that they will requcst (without in any manner threatening vio­
lence, or without making any demonstration of force, and without the 
use of violence, force, or any coercion of any kind) the cooperation of 
their fellow-workingmen in refusing to purchase or use commodities 
packed in said defective tierces aud barrels manufactured by machinery 
and child labor; * * * that the action of the said Coopers' Union 
and said Trades Assembly are simply acts of busin ess competitiou, 
opposing the said complainant company, together with all other per­
sons manufacturing wooden, machine-hooped tierces and b arrels, and 
their attempt to use and foist upon the public, machine and chillI-Iabor 
manufactured barrels and tierces; anel assisting the said workingmell 
in securing and protecting their wages and their source of livelihood." 

These excerpts from the pleadin~s accurately present the issues 
between the parties. In the plaintiff's bill, and the court's opinion, the 
words, "conspiracy," " threats," and" coerce," are freely used. Indeed, 
the plaintifFs case is made to r est upon the use of these terms. It is 
important) therefore, at the threshold, to inquire what is meant by the 
use of these legal epithets iu this case. Unexplained, they have au 
evil import. A conspiracy is defined to be: 

"A combination of persons for an evil purpose; an agreement between 
two or more persons to do in concert something reprehensible, and 
injurious or illegal; particularly, a combination to commit treason or 
excite sedition 01' insurrection ; a plot; concerted treason." (Cent. 
Dict.) 

From the earliest times the word has been used to denote a highly 
criminal or evil purpose. Thus, in Acts xxiii, 12, 13, it is said: 

"And, when it was day, certain of the Jews banded together, a lld 
bound themselves under a curse, saying that they would neither eat 
nor drink till they had killed Paul. And they were more than forty 
which had made this conspiracy." 

P lainly, nothing the defendants did, or are charged with intending to 
do, comes within this definition of a conspiracy. So as to "threats." 
In the common acceptatioll, a threat means the declaration of a pur­
pose to commit a crime or some wrongful act. Now, what the defend­
ants did, . and all they did, is explicitly testified to by Mr. Cable, 
the president of the Coopers' International Union. H e says tha t the 
Coopers' Union gave complaillant notice-
"That unless their nse of said machines, and competition of the inferior 
tierces and barrels with the hand-hooped barrels of the journeymen 
coopers, members of said association, should cease on or before J alluary 
15, 1896, that a boycott would be declared by said Coopers' U Dion upon 
tbe contents of the tierces aud barrels hooped by the hooping machines 
in Wyandotte County, Kans.; meaning thereby that the members of 
said Ooopers' Union, and of its parent association, the Trades Assem-
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bIy, would thereafter cease to purchase or use any commodities that 
were packed ill machine-hooped tierces and barrels." 

Many other witnesses testified to the same effect, and there is no tes­
timony to the contrary. The /( conspiracy" charged upon the defendants 
consisted, tlleu, in the Coopers' Union and the ~rrades Assembly agree­
ing' not" to purchase or use any commodities that were packed in 
machine-hooped tierces and barrels, which came in competition with 
the hand-hooped barrels," which were the prouuct of their labor (anll 
the bill charges no more); and the /( tIlreats" consisted in g'iving the 
complainant and certain packing houses formal notice of this purpose. 
The allegcd "conspiracy," therefore, was the agreement stated, and 
the a.lIeged" t lll'ea.ts" were the notice given by that agreement, anu the 
;, coercion" was the effect that this agreement and notice ha.<l ou the 
minds of those affected by tllem. It is not true that there is nothing 
in a name. When for" conspiracy" we substitute" agreement," and 
for " threats" a "notice," the 'whole fabr ic of the plaintiff's case falls 
to the grounu. "Tllere are/' says Dr. Lieber (Civil Libel,ty and Gov­
ermnent), "psycl.lOlogical processes which iudieate suspicious inten­
tions;" and among tIlem is the use of high-sounding and portentous 
terms, from which much may be implied or imagined, instead of using 
plain and common words, wh.ich accurately describe the action, and 
lea ve nothing to implication or imagination. If an act done 01' threat­
en.ed to be done is lawful, it can not be made unlawful by giving it; a 
name which imports an illegal act. Names are not things. It is t he 
t.hiJlg done or threatened to be done that determines the qnality or 
the nct, and this quality is not changed by avplying t.o the act all 
opprobrious lIame or epithet. Unless the definition of a word fits the 
act, the definition is false, as appl ied to that act. "Conspiracy" sounds 
portelltous, but in this instance its sound is more tllan its meaning. 
As here uscd, it describes a perfectly iUJlocent act-as much so as 
jf the charge was that the defendants "couspired" to feed a, starvillg 
comrade,o1' to bury a uead one. But if tue bill cuarged, and the proof 
sho\yed, that a breach of the peace was imminent, that fact woulll not 
confer jurisdiction on a conrt of cllaueery. Courts of equity ha.v{'l 
no jurisdiction to enforce tHe criminal laws. It is very 'certain that 
a federal court of chancery can not exercise the police powers of the 
State of Kansas, and take upon itself either to enjoin or to pWlish the 
violation of the crimin al laws of that State. It is said by those who 
defend the assnmption of this jurisdiction by the Federal courts that 
it is a swifter and speedier mode of dealing with those who violate or 
threaten to violate the laws than by the prescribed and customary 
method of proceed ing in courts of law ; tLat it is a " short cut" to tLe 
accomplishment of t he desired object; t hat it avoids the delay aud 
uncertainty incident to a jury trial, occasions less expense, and insures 
a speedier punishment. All this may be conceded to be true. But 
the logical difficulty with this reasoning is that it confers jurisdiction 
on the mob equally with the cIlallcelIor. Those who Justify 01' excnse 
mob law do it upon tbe ground tIlat tIle administration of crimiual 
justice in the co urts is slow and expensive, and the results sometimes 
unsatisfclctory. It can make little differenca to the victims of short-cut 
and uncon::;titutional methous, wbether it is the mob or the chancellor 
tllat deprives them of their constitutional rights. It is vain to disguise 
the fact that this desire for a short cut originates in the feeling of 
hostility to trial by j UI'.y-a mode of trial whieh has never been popular 
witIl the aristocracy of wealth, or the corporations and trusts. A dis­
trust of the jury is a distrust of the people, and a distl'l1st of the people 
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means the overthrow of the government our fathers founded. Against 
the exercise of this juri!:!diction the Constitution of the United States 
interposes an insurmonntable barrier. In that masterly statement of 
the grievances of our fo refathers against the government of King George, 
and w hicb. they esteemed sufficient to justify armed revol u tion, are th cse: 
"He has combined with others to subject us to a jurisdiction foreign to 
our eOll stitution and unacknowledged by our laws;" and "For depriv­
ing us in many cases of the benefit of trial by jury." Smarting under 
these grievances, the people of the United States, uuder the lead of Mr. 
Jefi'erson, were extremely careful to place it beyond the power of any 
department of the Government to subject any citizen" to a jurisdiction 
foreign to our constitution and unacknowledged by our laws," or to 
deprive any citizen " of the benefit of trial by jnry." This was accom­
plished by inserting in the Constitution of the United States these 
plain and unambiguous 'provisions : 

"TLe trial of all crimes, except in cases of impeacilment, sh~ll lJe by 
jury." (Const., art. 3.) "No person shall be held to answer for a cap­
ital or otherwise infamous crime, unless on a presentment or indictment 
of a grand jury, except in cases arising in the land or naval forces, or 
in the militia when in actual service ill t ime of war or public danger." 
(Con st. Amend., art. 5.) "In all criminal prosecutions the accused shall 
enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial by an impartial jury. * * *" 
(Id ., art. 6.) " In suits at common law wLere the value in controversy 
shall oxceed twenty dollars, the right of trirtl by jury shaH be preserved." 
(Id., art. 7.) 

These mandatory provisions of the Constitution are not obsolete; aud 
are not to be nullified by mustering agaiust them a little horde of equity 
maxims and obsolete precedents originating in a monarchical govern­
ment having 110 written constitution. No reasoning and 1I0 precedents 
can avail to deprive the citizen accused of crime of his righ t to ajury 
trial, guarantiecl to him by the provisions of the Constitution, "except 
in cases arising- in 'the land and naval forces, or in the militia when in 
actual service in time of war or of public danger." These exceptions 
serve to emphasize the right, and to show that it is absolute and unqual­
i:fied, both in criminal alld civil suits, save in the excepted cases. These 
constitutional g'uaranties are not to be swept aside by an equitable 
invention which would turn cdme into a contcmpt, and enable a judge 
to declare innocent acts crimes, and punish them at his discretion . Blit 
notwithstanding the Constitution expressly enumerates the only excep­
tions to the right of trial by jury, and positively limits those exceptions 
to the cases mentioned, those who favor government by injunction pro­
pose to ingraft upon that instrument numerous other exceptions which 
would deprive the great body of the citizens of the republic of their con­
stitutional right of tri~l by jury. With the interpolations esscntial to 
support government by injunction, the Constitution would contain the 
followin g' further exceptions to the right of trial by jury : 

"And except when many p ersons are associated together for a com­
mon purpose, and except in the case of members of trades unions, and 
other labor organizations, and except in cases of all persons' of small 
means.'" 

Undoubtedly, it is the right of the people to alter or abolish their 
existing government, "and," in the language of the Declaration of 
Independence, "to institute a llew government, laying its foundations 
on such principles, and organizing its powers in such form as to tLem 
shall seem most likely to effect thcir safety and happiness." It is corn· 
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petent for the people of this country to abol ish trial by jury, and confer 
tIle entire police powers of the state and llation on Federaljndges, to be 
administered through the agency of in,iunctions and punishment for 
contempts ; but the power to llo tllis resides with the wbole people, and 
it is to be exercisetl in the mode provided by the Oonstitution. It can 
not be done by the in idious encroaclllnellts of any department of the 
Government. Onr ancestors, adl1louisbecl by tbe lessons taught by 
English history, saw plainly tbat the right of trial by jury was abso­
lutely essential to p'reserve the rights and liberties of t he people, and it 
was the knowledge of this fact that cau sed them to insert in the Oon­
stitution the peremptory and mantlatory provisions on the subject 
whil:h we have quoted. English history is replete with examples 
showillg th a t tbe king and bis dependent a1l(1 servi le judges would 
hfL\'e snln-eJ'ted the rights and liberties of the Eugli sh people, but for 
tb e good sense and patriotism of Englisb jaries. It is to the verdicts 
of tbe juries, and not to the opinions of the j udges, that the English 
people are chiefly illdebted for so me of their most precions rights and 
liberties. A brief reference to olle or two of the ma ny cases will serve 
to illustra te this truth, and sbow WIly a trial by jury is the only sure 
and safe refu ge the citizen has for bis riguts and liberties : 

William Peun and vVilliam Mead were Quaker preachers. Tlwir 
religious faith was offensive to tbe kiug, and to hi s judges uud the 
governing class. The Quaker meeting house having been closed against 
them, the congregation asseJilbled, in that quiet aud orderly mmmer 
cll aractel'istic of Quakers, in an open place near their meeting house, 
wllere Penn was preaching to them, 'Then tlley were set upon by the 
poli ce ancl v iolently di spersed. For tbis Penn and Mead, and not the 
police who created tll e disturbance, were indicted. The indictment 
cuarp:ed: 

" That by agreemen t beb,een him [P enn 1 and William Mead before 
made, and by abetment of tbe aforesaid William :M:ea,d, then and there, 
in the open street, (lid take upon himself to preach and speal;: , and then 
and there did preach and Sl)eak unto the aforesaid William Mead and 
other persons." 

The indictment, like the complaint in this case, bri stled with charges 
of con piracy, unlawful assembly, etc. Penn, being' denied counsel, 
was compelled to defend himself. When arraigned, he pleaded" Not 
g-uilty," and the following, all1011 g other, proceedings took place in court 
during his trial: 

"Penn: I affirm I have brokeu no law, nor am I guilty of the indict­
ment that is laid to my charge; and to the eud the b euch, the jury, and 
myself', with th'3se that bear us, may !lave a more direct understanding 
of this procedure, I desire you would let me know by what law it is 
you prosecnte me, and upon wlwt law you ground my indictment. Rec.: 
Upon thecomillonlaw. P enu: Where isthatcommoniaw? Rec. : You 
must not think that I am able to run up so many years, and over so 
many adjudged cases, which we call' common law,' to answer your 
curiosity. Penn: This answer, I am sure, is very short of my questioa; 
for, if it be common, it should not be so hard to produce. "" * """ 

Despite much browbeatiug from the court, Penn continued to demand 
of tlJe court to be shown the law that made it a crime for him to preach, 
and for l}is congregation to assemble to hear him. Finally the court 
ordered the bailiff to: 

"Take him away. Take him away. Turn him into the bail dock." 
Oontiuning his defense, Penn said : 

, ~'l\i[ust I therefore be taken away because I plead for tbe f.undamental 
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laws of England ¥ However, this I leave upon your consciences, who 
are of the jury, and my sole judges-that if these ancient funda­
mental laws, which relate to liberty and property, and are not limited 
to particular persuasions in matters of religion, must not be indispen­
sably maintained and observed, who can ,say he hath right to the coat 
upon his back ' " 

Despite the peremptory charge of the court to find Penn guilty of 
the alleged "conspiracy" and "unlawful and tumultuous assembly," 
the jury returned a verdict of "guilty of preaching only." At this the 
court fell into a p:;tssion, browbeat the jury, particularly their foreman, 
Bushel, and sent them out to return a general verdict of guilty. This 
the jury r efused to do, and, after being sent out three or four times, 
they returned a general verdict of not guilty, whereupon they were 
fined for contempt of court iu rendering the verdict contrary to its 
instructions and to its interpretation of the fact.s. (6 How. State Tr., 
951. ) But the jurors asserted their right to render a verdict in accord­
ance with the dictates of their own consciences and judgments, and the 
court to which they appealed held that they had tuat right, and conI cl 
not be punisbed for exercising it, and reversed the fine. The Penn 
Case, and the proceedings that grew Oll t of it, constitute one of the 
foundation stones ill the English bill of rights. With all their astute­
ness and eager desire to serve the crown, it llever occurred to the 
judges in those days to enjoin th~ Quakers from meeting, and Penn 
from preaching to them. This" short cu t" would haye gotten rid of 
the jury, and placed Penn and his followers completely in the power 
of the judges; and, instead of becoming the founder of a great city 
and commonweaHh in a free republic, he would have languished in an 
English prisou for contempt of court, incurred by preaching to his con­
gregation, for he avowed in court "that all the powers upon earth" 
could not diver t 'or restrain him from that duty. 

A bookseller, whose publications contained criticisms on the admin­
istration of public affairs, was indicted for pnblishing a seditious libel. 
He was tried before the chief justice. " In vain," says an authentic 
history, "did Lord EIlen borough, uniting' the authority of tbe judge 
with the arts of the counsel, strive for a conviction. Addressing the 
jury, he said, 'Under the authority of the libel act, and still more in 
obedience to l1is conscience and his God, he pronounced this to be a 
most infamous and profane libeL' But the jury were proof against his 
authority and bis persuasion ." (2 ]\fay, Const. Hist. Eng.) They 
returned a verdict of not gnilty, thus vindicating the freedom of the 
press, and the right to criticise the administration of public affairs. 

Seveu bisbops presented a respectful petition to the king, praying 
for the enforcement of the laws of the kingdom, and for a redress of 
grievances. For this they were indicted for libel. It is worth while to 
110te the charge of the judges to the jury. The chief justice said: 
"And I must, in short, give you my opinion : I do take it to be a libel." 
And Justice Allibone said to the jury: "Then I lay this down for my 
next'position : That no private man can take upon him to write con­
cerning the Government at all; for what has any private man to do 
with tl1e Government, if his interest be not stirred or shaken ¥" and 
much more to the same effect. After receiving this cbarge, the jury, 
says Lord Campbell, "were marched off in the custody of a baili1f, 
who was sworn not to let them have meat or drink, fire or candle, until 
they were ag'feed upon their v~rdict. All night were they shut up; 
Mr. Arnolcl, the king's brewer, standing out for a conviction until six 
next 'morning, when, though dreadfully exhausted, he was , thus 
addressed by a brother juryman: 'Look at me. I am the bigg~t and 
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strongest of the twelve; but, oefore I find such a petition as this n. 
libel, why, I will stay until I am no bigger t llan a tobacco pipe.' 'rile 
court sat again at ten the next morning, when the verdict of Bot guilty 
was pronounced, and a sllout of joy was raised, which was soon 
reverberated from the remotest parts of the kingdom." (2 Camp. Ch. 
Jus., 111.) 

Oases similar to these might be multiplied indefinitely, but enough 
have been citeu to show that it was through the good sense, courage, 
and love of liberty of the sturdy English juries who stoou out against 
thejudges that the right of t.he people to assemble for lawful purposes, 
and the right to address them when they were assembled, the right of 
free speecll , and the freedom of tlle press, and the right of petition for 
t lw redress of grievances, were securcd to the English people. It is 
profitable to recur occasionally to tllese h~storic cases. They shed 
ligllt on tile action of tile framers of our Constitution, nnd explain their 
resolute and determined purpose to secure to the people of this country 
t he right of trial by jury, against encroachments or invasion from any 
quarter or upon any pretext, or by any device whatsoever. The 
framers of the Constitution knew that it was not enongh that "the 
rights of man be printed, and that every citizen have a copy." The 
rights and liberties gnarantied to the people by the Constitution 
would avail tllem nothing unless they were constantly aml carefully 
gnarded from invasion and encroachment from any quarter. They 
had formed a "government of the people, by the people, for tlle 
people," and they committed the protection and defense of the 
rigllts of the people nnder that government to the only agency 
that could be trusted-to a jury of the people. They put t he 
rig-hts and liberties of the people in the keeping of the people them­
selves. The king of England, whcn a petition was presented to him, 
recit ing his encroaclllnents on the rights and liberties of his subject~ , 
and praying for n. redress of grievances, returned for answer that" the 
ldng's prerogative is to defend the people's liberties." The assurance 
was not comforting, and brought no relief. Our fathers invested the 
prerogative of maintaining- and defending- the people's rights and liber­
ties in the people tllCUl selves-in a jury. English judges of great 
learning and ability l)ad sided with the crown and' the aristocratic 
classes in oppressing the people, and denying them tho e rights and 
liberties to which theyllud un undoubted r.ight by natural law, as well us 
under their charters of liberty. This denial had been, in a large meas­
ure, r endered nugatory by the firm sta,lld for liberty taken by English 
juries. "History repeats itself.') This maxim was not lost on the 
framers of our Constitution . They intended to, and did, interpose an 
insuperable barrier to the loss of) or t he impingement npon, the rights 
and liberties of the people, by the same ag-encies that vexed onr English 
ancestors. That insuperable ban-ier was trial by jury. In this country 
the rigllt of wage-earners and others to associate together and act col­
lectively is not g, boon granted by the Go vernment. It is not derived 
from the Constitution, statutes, or judicial decisions. It antedates the 
Constitution. It is a natural and inherent right. It is the llatural 
weapon of weakness. Its only enemies arc despots, and those who 
would oppress the weak in the absence of the protection afforded them 
by organization and combined action. This right of men to combine 
together for lawful purposes necessarily carries with it the r ight of 
combined action. Of wbat utility is organizatiou without the right 
of collective action 'I Collective action is implied in the very t erm 
"organization. ') Organization has no other object. l\fnn, by nature, 
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is a social being. Association and collective action, by those baving 
common interests, for tbeir l)I'otection and material, moral, and mental 
improvement, is a natural instinct. Tlle Britisb Parliament, whose 
power of legislation is unrestrained, and the English courts, in the 
beginning of the struggle between capital i:,nd labor, s\lpposed that 
they could successfully and permanently suppress tllis instinct; but, 
bappily for mankind, tbe natural rights of mau and the laws of nati11'e 
proved more powerful and enduring thau the acts of Parliament aud the 
judgments of courts. The association of men for cOll1bined action was 
'declared to be a conspiracy. The wages of laborers were fixed by acts 
of Parliament, and it was made a crime for a laborer to refuse to work 
for the statutory wages, or to demand an increase of wages, or to quit 
the service of his employer. These acts were rigorously enforced by tlle 
courts, and their spirit found expression in the judgments of the courts 
long after their repeal. The courts did more, however, than simply 
enforce the acts of Parliameut. They supplemented them by laws 
decreed by thelllselves-judge-made laws-among which was the one 
relied on by tIle majority of tlle conrt to couvict tIle defendants in this 
case of a conspiracy. This invention of the judges was the most efiective 
rule ever devised by the enemies of liberty to deprive men of the natural 
right of association an d cooperation, and to pJace them completely at 
thc mercy of despotic power, and those whose ill terest it was to oppress 
them. Heferring to the case of Bohn }\ffg. Co. v. H ollis (a case which 
fully supports the contention of tIle defendants ), the majority of tlle 
court say: 

"The decision to this effect was placed on the ground that members 
of the association might lawfully agree with each other to withdraw 
their llatronage, collectively, for the reasons specified in thc agreement, 
because the members, individually, had the right to determine from 
whom they would make Imrchases, and withdraw their patronage at 
any time, and for any reason which they deemed adequate. It is not 
alwa.ys,the case, however, that what one persoll may do, without ren· 
dering himself liablc to an action, many persons may enter into a combi­
nation to do. There is a power in numbers, when acting in concert, 
to inflict injury, whicll does not reside in a s.ingle individual; and for 
that reason the law will sometimes tal.e cognizance of acts done by a 
combination, when it will not do so when committed by a single indi-
vidua1." . 

The proposition here approved by the conrt, and relied on to weaken 
the authority of the Hohn ]\Hg. Co. Casc, :first emanated from an English 
court. (Rcx v. Journeymen Tailors, 8 Mod., 11. ) A.s laid down ill that 
case, the formul a r eads: 

"A conspiracy of a.ny kind is illegal , altllOl1gh th e matter abont which 
they conspi red might have been lawful for them, or any of them, to do, 
if th ey had 110t conspired to do it." 

This propOSition, that it is unlawful for men to do collectively what 
they may do, without wroug, iudividually, was enunciated 1110re tIJan 
a century and a haif ago, when all m::muel' of association and coopera­
tion among men, offensive to the king, or not in the interest of despotic 
power or the ruling classes, or not approved by the judges, were declared 
by t11e courts to be criminal conspiracies. It was promulgated at a 
time" when," in the language of Mr. Justice Harlan in his opinion in 
H,obertson v . Bald win, 165 U . S., 288, 17 Sup. Ct., 333, "no account was 
taken of a man as man, when humau life and human liberty were 
regarded as of little valne, and w11en the powers of government were 
employed to gratify the ambition and pleasure of despotic rulers, rather 
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than promote tlle welfare of tlle people," and when laborers had no 
rights their employers or the courts were bound to respect. The idea 
of the power of men in association has always been abhorrent to despots, 
and to those who wish to oppress their fellow-men, because its free 
exercise is fatal to despotism and oppression. Tlle strength it imparts 
carries Us own protection. In all ages those W110 seek to deprive tlle 
people of tbeir rigllts justify their action by ancient and obsolete pre­
cedents, and by coining definitions suited to tllcir ends. In" that code­
less myriad of precedent," running back to tlle Dark Ages called the 
"Common Law," it is not difficult to :find a precedent for inflicting any 
injnstice or oppression on tlle common people. But these precedents, so 
shocking to our sense of rigllt, so inimical to our Constitution and social 
and economic conditions, and so subversive of the liberty of men, 
shonld be permitted to sleep in profound oblivion. Tbeyneither justify 
nor palliate encroachments on the natural and constitutional rights 
of the citizens. Under tllis asserted rule, what a man, wheu acting 
singly, lllay lawfully do, he may not do in concert with his neighbor. 
What all men may lawfully do, acting singly, it is unlawful for any 
two or more of them to do, acting in concert or by agreement. What 
each individual member of a labor organization may lawfully do, acting 
singly, becomes an unlawful conspiracywhell done by them collectively. 
Singly, -they may boycott; collectively, they can not. The individual 
boycott is lawful, because it can accomplish little or nothing. The 
collective boycott is unlawful, because it might accomplish something. 
People can only free themselves fl'om oppression by organized force. 
No people could gain or maintain tlleir rights or liberties, actin.g singly, 
and any class of citizens in tlle state subject to unjust burdens or 
oppression can only gain relief by combined action. All great things 
are done, and all great improvement in social conditions achieved, by 
tile organization and collentive action of mell. It was tlle recognition 
of t hese truths that prompted tlle promulgation of the proposition we 
are discussing. The doctrine compels every man to be a stranger in 
action to every other man. This is contrary to the Constitution and 
genius of our Government. It is a doctrine abhorrent to freemen . It 
is in hostility to a law of IQan's nature, which prompts him to associate 
with his fellows for his protection, defElD se, and improvement. Under 
its operation every religious, political, or social organization in the 
country may be enjoined from combined action, if their religious faith 
or political ereed or practice is obnoxious to the judge. It was orig­
inally designed for tllis very purpose. In his opinion in tlle case of 
Vegelahn v. Gnntner (Mass.), 44 N. R, 1081, Judge Rolmes says: 

" So far, I suppose, we are agreed. But there is a notion, which lat­
terly has been insisted. Oil a good deal, tllat a combination of persons 
to do what anyone of them lawfully might do by himself will make 
the otherwise lawful conduct unlawful. It would be rash to say that 
some as yet unformulatecl truth lllay not be hidden under this proposi­
tion . But, in .the general form in wllich it has been presented and 
accepted by many courts, I think it plainly untrue, both on authority 
and principle. (Corn . v. Hunt, 4 Mete. (Mass.), 111; Randa1l1:. Hazel­
ton, 12 AlIen, 412,414.) There was a combination of tlle most flagrant 
and dominant kind in Bowen v. Matlleson [14 Allen, 502], and in the 
Steamship Co. Case, and combination was essential to the success 
achieved; But it is llOt necessary to cite cases. It is plain, from the 
slightest consideration of. practical affairs, or the most superficial read­
ing of · industrial history, tilat free competition means combination, and 
that the organization of the world, now going on so fast, means an 
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ever· increasing might and scope· of combination. It seems to me futile 
to set our faces against this tendency. Whether beneficial on the 
whole, as I think it, or detrimental , it is inevitable, nnless the fundamen­
tal axioms of society, and even the fundam ental conditions of life, are 
to be changed. One of the eternal couflicts ont of which life is made 
up is that between the effort of every man to get the most he can for 
his services, alld that of society, disguised under the name of' capital,' 
to get his services for the least possible return. Combination on the 
one side is potent and powerful. Combination on the other is the nec­
essary and desirable counterpart, if the battle is to be carried on in a 
fair and equal way. I am unable to reconcile Tempertou v. Russell 
[18931, 1 Q. B., 715, and the cases which follow it, with the Steamship 
Co. C'ase. Bnt Temperton v. Russell is not a binding authority here, 
and ther efore I do not think it necessary to discuss it. If it be true 
that workingmen may combine with a view, among other things, to 
getting as much as they can for their labor, just as capital may com­
bine with a view to getting the greatest possible return, it must be· 
true that, when combined, they have the same liberty that combined 
capital has, to support their interests by argument, persuasion, and the 
bes towal or refusal of those advantages which they otherwise lawfully 
control." 

The asserted rule has no boundaries or limitations other thau the 
chancellor's discretion. Whatever combined action he wills to permit 
is lawful. Whatever combined action he wills t o prevent is a con­
spiracy. In this coullitry the right of associate and combined action 
hangs on no such slender thread. But it is said that chancellors should 
exercise great caution and circumspectiou in the application of this 
rule. But this still leaves the right of combined action dependent on 
the discretion of a chancellor. Thus far they have exercised great dis­
cretion, and applied it to combined action of labor organizations only. 
A careful student of social and economical que&tions of the day, and 
of the status of the labor movements in England, says: 

"A growth in civil rights on the part of the mass of citizens has 
attended the labor movement in E ngland from the beginning until now. 
vVorkmen are no longer compelled or expected to act without counsel 
and without concert. They hold a yearly congress, wltose object it is to 
consult on current questions, to watch their legislation, and to urge 
the measures they desire. The statute book has thus been rewritten 
in England) with a wide and just regard for tlte interest of tlte work­
man. The fundamental principles of commercial law have taken on 
new renderings, and accepted new assertions of right. The action of 
t.rade unions in demanding better terms, or .even a boycott to secure 
these terms, is no longer a conspiracy iu restriction of trade. These 
methods have won civil acceptance, and gotten to themselves social 
and moral forces in each instance according to their merit. They seem 
to be great means of social renovation, whiclt anticipate and prevent 
revolution. Tltat marvelous political llistory by which England bas 
won her liberty is repeating itself in her social institutions. Combina­
ti.on is freely accepted. The principle is recognized-a principlefunda­
mental in social renovation-that men may do collectively, without 
wrong, what they may do without wrong individually." (Bascom on 
Social Facts and Principles, 237.) 

While luborers, by the application to them of the doctrine we are 
considering, are reduced to individual action, it is not so with the forces 
arrayed against them. A corporation is an association of individuals 
for combined action; trusts are corporations corn billed togetlter for the 
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very purpose of collective action and boycotting; and capital, which is 
the product of labor, is in itself a powerful collective force . . Indeed, 
according to this supposed rule, every corporation and trust in the 
country is an unlawful combination; for while its business may be of 
a kind that its individual members, each acting. for himself, might law­
fully conduct, the moment they enter into a combination to do that 
same thing by their combined effort the combination becomes an unlaw­
ful conspiracy. But the rule is never so applied. Corporations alld 
trusts, and other combinations of individuals and aggregatiolls of capi­
tal, extend themselves right and left through the entire communit"y, 
boycotting and inflicting" irreparable damage)) upon, and crnshillg 
out, all small dealers and producers, stifling competition, establishi llg 
monopolies, reducing the wages of the laborer, raising tbe price of tile 
food on every m[\,n's table, and of the clothes on his back, and of thc 
house tllat shelters him, and inflictiJlg on the wage earners the pains 
and penalties of the lockout and the blacklist, and denying to them thc 
·right of association and combined action, by refusing employment to 
tho e who are members oflabor organizations; and all these tllingsare 
just.ified usa legitimateresultof the evolutiou of industries resulting from 
new social and economic cOllditions, and of the rightofeveryman to carry 
on his business as he sees fit, and of lawful competition. On the other 
hanu, when hborers combiue to maintain or raise their wages, or other­
wise to better their condition, or to protect themselves from oppression, 
or to attempt to overcome competition with their In.bor or the products 
of their Jabor, in order that they may continne to have employment and 
live, tbeir action, however open, peaceful, and orderly, is branded as a 
"conspiracy/l What is "competition" when done by capital is "con­
spiracy" when done by the laborers. No amouut of verbal dexterity 
can conceal or.i nstify t his glaring discrimination. If the vast aggrega­
tion an<l collective action of capital is not accompanied by a correspond­
ing organization and collective action of labor, capital will slleedily 
become proprietor of the wage carners, as well as the recipient of tlle 
proJlt s of tbeir labor. This result can only be averted by some sort of 
organization that will secnre the col1eetiye action of laborers. This is 
demanded, llot in the interest of wage e~Lrners alone, but by the highest 
consiueratiolls of public policy. In the suggestions on the rights of 
organized labor submitteu by Mr. Olney, Attorney General of the United 
States, as amicus cnriw to the court, in the case of Platt 1). Railroad Co. 
(November, 18tH), 65 Fed., 660, be said: 

" 'YVlJatev('r else may remaiu for future determination, it must now 
be regarded as substantially settled that the mass of wage earners cau 
no longer be dealt with by capital as so many isolated nnits. The time 
is past when the iudividnal workman is called upon to pit his Single, 
feeule stren~th again st tile might of organi7.ecl capital." 

Anu,speaking of the restrictions imposed upon laborers by the courts, 
he said: 

"They can not help knowing that organized capital is not so restricted. 
And, when treatment so apparelltlYllnfair nnd discriminating l s aumill­
istered through tl1e instrnmentality of a court, the resulting discontent 
alld resentment of employees are inevitablyintcnsified, because the Jaw 
itself seems to have got wrong, and in some Ullaccouutable manner to 
have taken sides agaiust them." 

A conspiracy is defined to be "any combination between two or more 
persons to accomplish an unlawful purpose, or a lawfnl purpose by 
nulawful means." Let the defendants' action be t eRted by this rule. 
Their purpose was to drive the plaintiff's barrels out of the market, by 
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giviug preference to the barrels produced by their !::tbor, and this pur.­
pose was to be accomplished by means of the coopers' and trades' unions 
everywhere refusing to buy the b arrels manuf-actured by the pla.iutiff, 
or ally of the commodities packed in them by any oue. Divested oftbe 
legal epithet.s and verbiage, this is precisely what tbe defendants pro­
pose to do, and all they propose to do. And it is this the court has 
enjoined them from doing. They are enjoined from refusing to buy the 
barrels, and the commodities packed in the same. If the defendants 
are not allowed to determine for themselves what they will not buy, 
they ought not to be allowed to determine what they will buy; and the 
court's guardianship should go a step further, and tell them what to 
buy. If the court can enjoin the defendants from withdrawing their 
patronage alul support from the plaintiff, and persuading others to do 
the same, it is not perceived why it can not, by a mandatory injunction, 
make it obligatory npon the defendants to purchase the l)laintiff?s bar­
rels and their contents, and persuade others to do the same. The 
invasion of the natura.! rights and personal liberty of the defendants 
would be no greater in the one case than in the other. The plaintiff 
has an nndoubted right to hoop its barrels in any mode it sees fit, and 
the defendants have an undoubted right to refuse to purchase them, or 
the commodities packed in them, no matter how tbey are hooped. 
These are the business rights of the parties, and the exercise of its 
business right by one party is not an interference with the business 
right of the other. The defendants' declared purpose not to purchase 
eommodities packed in barrels made by the plaintiff' is not an illegal 
interference with its business, because it is not a business right of the 
plaintiff to require the defendants to purchase such commodities or to 
refrain from proclaiming their resolution not to purchase them. In a 
word, it is none of tbe plaintifl?s bnsiness out of whose make of barrels 
the defendants purchase their meats and other supplies. It is said in 
the opinion of the court that those persons who did not discontinue the 
nse of the complainant's ba.rrels and the commodities packed in them 
would" possibly run tbe risk of sustaining some personal injury." The 
suggestion is not warranted by any averment in the bill, nor is there a 
scintilla of evidence in the record to justifY it. It does the defendants 
great injustice. Nomen could go about a business in a more peaceable, 
orderly, and law-abiding manner than did these defendants. .A rigid 
purpose of order and keeping the peace presid.ed over all their plans. 
Their sole purpose was a resolute business nonintercourse. It is, of 
course, possible for every lllan to inflict some personal injury on allother. 
That can be predicated of all men, an (I , if this possibility is a ground 
for injunction, th en every man, including the members of this court, 
should be enjoined from injuring every other man. If this is a sufficient 
ground for an injunction, a l~ederal judge can, at his pleasure, slip all 
injunction lIoose over every neck in the Republic. Bnt an injunction is 
not granted" except with reference to what there is reason to expect 
in its absence." To enjoin law-abiding men from breaking the law, 
becanse it is in their power to break it, is to confound all distinction 
between the law-abiding IDan an d the lawbreaker. The court say, " No 
decrease in the rate of wages h ad been threatened by the Oxley Stave 
Company." But such reduction of wa.ges was threatened by all the 
other cooperage establishments. Mr. Cable t estifies that the memuers 
of the Coopers' U lIion were notified by" the various cooperage esta b­
lishments in "Vyandotte Connty, Rans., that unless the complainant 
company ceased to operate sa.id ma.chines, and to flood the market with 
the cheap and inferior tierces and barrels, they wonld be obliged to 
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reduce the wages and compensation paid by them to journeymen 
coopers employed in their various plants, and that one cooperage estab­
lishment did reduce the price and compensation of said journeymen 
coopers, and also threatened the said journeymen coopers belongiug to 
said Coopers' Union with discharge nnless the said output and compe­
tition of the cheap and iuferior product be taken out of the market." 
1\'[1'. Butler testifies" that the effect of the said action of the complain­
ant company has already caused tureats to be made of a large reduction 
of the wages of journeymen coopers employed in the cooperage plants 
in Wyandotte County, Rans.;" that other cooperage firms have notif-ed 
their employees" that if the complainant company coutinued to operate 
said machines, and continued to place upon the market a cheap and 
inferior product in competition with the hand-made products of other 
plauts, the said employees mnst expect a reduction hl their wages, or a 
discharge from their employment." 1\'[oreover, independently of this 
direct testimony, it is obvious that, if t he plaintiff's barrels drove out 
of the market the hand-hooped barrels, all coopers engaged in that 
branch of tue work would lose their employmeu t, and that the plaintiff 
',ould ea-gerly avail itself of allY reductiou in the wages of coopers by 
other cooperage establishm('nts. The court further r emarks," * ... ,.. 
With onc exception, the members of the combination were not in the 
employ of the plaintiff company." Til e very object of labor organ­
izations is to impart to every laborer the strength of all. A great 
nat ion will go to war to maintain tue rights of its humblest citizen. 
A nation that would not do this would jnstly lose the respect of every 
otuer nation, and soon no respect would be paid to t he rights of its cit­
izens. The cause of one laborer is the cause of alllaborel's . Organized 
labor must give to each of its members its collective force and intiuence, 
else they will fall, onc by one, a sacrifice to the greed of their employers. 
If labor organizations did not have the right to protect and defend the 
interests of tueir members, individually as well as collectively, they 
would be of no utility, and would soon come under abject· submission 
to capital, which grants nothing of fundamental value to wage earn­
ers which it is not coerced to grant by the combined power of the 
labol' organizatiolls, or legislation brought about usually through their 
iuft uence. 

It will appear from a critical examination of the cases cited in sup­
port of the court's conclusion that t he facts iu each one of them entitled 
to respectful consideration as a precedent are widely different from the 
facts ill this c.)'se. In every one of them havin g any.close analogy to 
the case at bar, there was the element of violence, or threats of violence, 
or actual t.respass upon the person or property, or the threat of it, or 
some display of pbysical force, or action which was heM to constitute 
a trespass 01' implied threat. No Olle of these elen~ents is found in this 
case. It is simply and purely a case where the labor organizations 
resolved that they woulclllot purchase or use the barrels manufactured 
by the complainant, or any commodities packed therein . This they had 
an absolute right to ([0, wituout regard to the question how the corn· 
plainant's barrels were manufactured, or whether they were inferior to, 
or better than, the uaud-hooped barrels produced by the labor of the 
defendants. The grounds of the boycott are wholly immaterial, in 
determining the right to boycott. Whether organized labor has just 
grounds to declare a strike or boycott, is llOt ajudicial question. These 
are lab or's only weapons, and they are lawfnl and legitimate weapons; 
and 80 long as in their use there is no force or threats of violence, or 
trespass upon person or property, their use can not be restrained. 
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Laborers are not wards of chancery. A court of chu,ncery has no more 
authority to interfere with labor organizations, ill the conduct of their 
business, than it has to interfere with the business of corporations and 
trnsts, and other combinations of capital, in the conduct of their busi­
ness; and in the case of a strike or boycott, as long as each side is 
orderly and peaceful, they must be permitted to terminate their strug­
gle iu their own way, without extending to one party the adventitious 
aid of an iujunction . 

Something is said about its being against public policy to boycott 
articles made by machinery. As before said, it is immaterial whether 
an article is produced by hand labor or machinery. Products produced 
by machinery are llO more exempt from competition and a boycott than 
the products of ban.d labot'. The products of machines stand on no 
bigher plal!e, in la w or equity, tban the like products produced by the 
labor of man . They may be put in competition with each other, and 
that competition may be prosecuted precisely as was done in this case. 

There arenumerons authorities supporting t.heviews of the minority­
many of them goiug far beyond the requirements of this case: Reynolds 
v. Everett., 144 N. Y., 189, 39 N. E., 72; Sinsheimer v. Garment Work­
ers,77 Hun, 215, 28 N. Y. Supp., 321; Oom. v. Hunt, 4 Metc. (Mass.), 
111; R andall v. Hazeltou, 12 Alien, 412, 414; Publishing Co. v . Howell 
(Or. ) 38 Pac., 547; Bowen v. Matheson, 14 Allell, 502; Continental Ins. 
Co. v. Board of Fire Underwriters of tIte Pacific, 67 Fed., 310; Mogul 
S. S. Co. v . McGregor, 21 Q. B. Div., 544, s. c. 23 Q. B. Div., 598; Bohn 
Mfg. Co. v. Homs, 54 Minn., 223, 55 N. W ., 1119; McHelll'Y v. Jewett, 
90 N. Y., 58; Gilbert v. Mickle, 4 Sandf. Oh.,357. The force of the 
Steamship l\Iogul Case, and others of the cases cited, is attempted to 
be broken by the statement that these were cases of" bwful competi­
tion in trade," and therefore not applicable to the defeudants, who, it 
is impliedly said, are not entitled to enjoy the right of competition. 
This is a misconception of what it take to constitute competition, and 
of the relatioll one must snstain to the business to be entitled to the 
rights of a competitor. The error probably springs from the erroneous 
assumption that a boycott can not be used as a weapon of competition, 
or consist with it. Competition is defined to be an "endeavor to gain 
what another is endeavoring to gain at the same time." (Cent. Dict.) 
In such a struggle the boycott is perfectly legitimate. It is resorted to 
by great corporations and trust s-the sugar trust, the meat trust, the 
oil trnst, and scores of others. That one competing for the mastery in 
allY line of business may rightfully resort to the boycott was decided 
in the Steamsbip Mogul Case. (Mogul S . S. Co. v. }V[cGregor, 15 Q. B. 
Div.,476.) When that case was beforo Lord Chief Justice Coleridge, 
he said: 

"It was an application of the plaintiffs for an injunction to restrain the 
defendants from doing that which was called throughout the case-and 
which I really see no reason for besitating to call, also- 'hoycotting the 
plaintiffs.' " 

And he refused the injnnction, and on appeal his judgment was 
affirmed . 

It is the right of every man to compete with eyery other man in all 
lawful business pursuits. Every wage earner has this right. His own 
interests, no less than the interests of his employer, are at stake. If 
his employer cau not successfully compete with his rivals, he must 
either go out of bUSiness, or reduce the wages of his employees, as was 
threatened to be done in this case. The wage earner may therefore 
not only give preference to his employer's commodities, and to thA 
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product of his own labor, but h e may carry competition to the bitter 
end, iucluding the boycott, in order to gaiu the supremacy in the market 
for his employer's wares, upon whose successful sale his wagcs, and in 
some cases, probably, his existence, depend. Competition is not con­
fined alone to cases where the competitors represent large moneyed 
capital , and are the exclusive owners of the commodity OT business out 
of wllich the competition arises. It is a fUlldamental error to deny to 
labor the rights and privileges of competition, upon tl.le ground t hat 
labor is not capital, and therefore 110t entitled to any of the rights of 
capital. It is capital of the very highest and most valuable type. It 
is tue creator of nll other capital. Cardinal1Hanning (a gTeat authority 
upon any subject upon which he wrote, and who was a profound student 
of the social and economic problems of the time, with a view of aujust ­
ing tl.le relations of the clmrch to exist.ing social conditions), speaking 
of the laborer and his rights, says : 

"Among tl.l e English-speaking peoples of the worlu (that is, in the 
new world, which seelUs to be molding onr future ), a workingman is a 
frce man, both in his person and in t he labor of hi s hand. The mere 
muscular labor of hi s arm is his OWIl, to sell as he wills, to whomsoever 
he wills, wherever and for whatsoever time 110 wills, and at whatsoever 
price he eau. If his labo1' be skilled labor, or e,en haIf-skilled ]abo1', 
it is all tl.le more valuable, and absolutely his own possession. In 
truth, it is the most precious form of capital, which gold and silver may 
purchase, but on which gold and silver absolutely depend. Money is 
but dead capital, after all, but the live capital of human intelligence 
and the hllman hand is the primeval and v ital capital of the world. 
Unless these rights of labor can be denied, liberty of org'anization to 
protect these rights and the freedom founded Oll them can not be denied." 
(Letter to Catholic Tablet, April 28, 1887.) 

In his first annual message to Congress, 1\1r. Lincoln expresses the 
same idea in different language. He said: 

"Labor i.s prior to, and independent of, capital. Capital is only the 
fruit of labor. Capital could nevel' have existed jf labor had not first 
existed. Labor is the superior of capital, an(l deserves much the more 
consideration." 

That tlle struggle betweeu the plaiutiff and defendants is purely 
competitive is a fact proven ill tbe case. Mr. Day, president and gen­
eral manager of the 'Western Cooperage Company (an intelligent and 
disinterested witness), testifies that: . 

"The present controversy is !:limply a competition between the pro­
prietors of wood-hooping machines and the j ourneymen coopers; the 
former endeavoring to displace the latter by machine, unskilled labor, 
and tue latter endeavoring to protect and maintain their wages allU 

oecu pation." 
It can not be the law that the men and women who do the work of 

tbe world, amI who produce its wealth, h ave no rights against the 
wealth they create, and 110 l'igl.lt to prefer an d ]H'Olllote by lawful and 
peaceful IDeans the sale of the products of their labor, to secure for 
themselves continued employment. The" irreparable damage" sufI"erecl 
in business by a vanq\lisbed competitor a t the hands of his successful 
rival constitutcs ]10 cause of action, cither at law or ill equity. It is 
the result of the law of competition, to which all men are subject. 
They take their chances, and must abide the result, whether it bring 
fortnne or failure. In the Steam ship Mogul Case, Lord Chief Justice 
Coleridge saitl that it was the resolute purpose of the defendullts-

"To exclude the plaintiffs, if they could, and to do so without any 
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consideration of the resnlts to the plaintiffs if they were successfully 
excluded. This, I think, is made out, and I think no more is made out 
than this. Is this enough " It must be remembered that all trade is, 
a11(1 must be, in a sense, selfish. Trade ~ot being infinite-nay, the 
trade of a particular place or district being, possibly, very limited­
what one man gains another loses. In the hand to- hand war of com­
merce, as in the conflicts of public life, whether at tbe bar, in parlia­
ment, in medicine, in engineering (I give examples only), men fight Oil 

without much t hought of others, except a desire to excel or defeat 
them." 

And the learned judge held that t Ile plaintiffs could have no rellress 
for their losses ; they were losses incidellt to competition in business, 
and , as we have seen, to a competition carried on by what the learned 
chief justice said was "boycotting the plaintiff's." If everyone likely 
to be " irreparably damaged " by competition could enjoin his competi­
tors from boycotting his wares (that is, refusing to buy or deal in t hem), 
therc would soou be an end of all competition. Under the existi llg­
social and economic conditions, the natural person, it has been well 
said, is the merest rudiment of a man. He can only make his power 
felt, promote his interests, and defend his rights by association and 
combination with others. Business and commercial pursuits of any 
magnitude arc not carried on by natural persons any more. .All capita l 
seeks to increasc its power by combination, and to that end assullles 
thc form of corP9rations and trnsts. The plaintiff in this case is a cor­
poration . It represents a number of persons associated together for 
the very purpose of combined and collective action. )'£any of tlH'se 
combiuations are on a gigantic scale. Their power and influence are 
wellnigh irresistible. They are the employers of the great lllass of the 
laborel's. 'fhey are formed solely for l1ecuniary profit, and kllOW 110 

other law than that wllich promotes their pecuniary interests. Thry 
defy all social restraints tllat would llave a tendency to lessen their 
dividends. What the stockholders want is more divideuds, and tlle 
best manager is the man who willmako them the largest. The struggle 
is constant between the laborcrs, whose labor produces the dividends, 
and those who enjoy them. The manager is t empted to reduce ,,-ages 
to i IJcrease dividends, and the laborers resist the reduction, and demancl 
living wages. Sometimes the struggle reaches the poin t of cpen rnpture. 
When it does, tbe ollly weapons of defense the laborors ca n appeal 
to is the strike or t he boycott, or botll. These weapons t1J.ey have a ll 
undoubted right to use, so long as t hey nse them in a peaceable and 
orderly manner. This is the only lawfnllimitatioll upou their use. That 
limitation isfundamental, and must be observed. It was observed in t he 
ease at bar to its fuli es t extent. If these weapons are withheld from 
them, then, indeed, are they left naked to theil' enemies. One class of 
men can not rely for protection and t he maintenance of their rights upon 
the justice and benevolence of another class, who would reap pl'Ofit from 
t heir oppression . They must be in a position to compel respect, and make 
it to the interest of their adversary to grant their reasonable and just 
demands. Laborers call only do this by making common cause--by 
organization and collective action. The right of organization i tself 
may as well be denied to them, if the right of peaceful and orderly 
collective action is denied them. It is vital to the public interests, as 
weJl as to laborers, th at this should not be done. A labor organization 
in itself t eaches reSl)Cct for law and order. The conscious obedience 
to the rules llJld regulations of the organizatiou inculcates a spirit of 
obellience to all la':\". Orderly collective actioll can be attained through 
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organization only. In its absence we have the ungoverned and ungov­
ernable mob. A labor organization improves the mental, moral, mate­
rial, and physical condition of its members. It teaches them how best 
to perform their duties, and to become expert in their several callings. 
Tbe great improvement mad.e jn the last half century in the condition of 
the wage earners is due almost exclusively to tbe power of these organ­
izations. Sir John Lubbock, whose lcarning and impartiality must be 
conceded, in a recent volume (Treasures of Life) ventures to predict 
tl1at "the readers of the next generation will be not our lawyers, 
doctors, shopkeepers, and manufacturers, but the labol'ers and mechan­
ics;" . and, if this prediction is verified, it will be mainly due to the 
beneficent influence of these·organizations. To strike them down at a 
timc when their adversaries are more powerful than they cver were in 
the history of the world is to take a long step backward into the Dark 
Ages. It is, indeed, the revival of despotism for laborers, and means 
their practical enslavement to great aggregations of capital, whose 
grced takes no note of human destitution and sufferillg. Their adver­
saI;'ies combine to act collectively, and it is not a conspiracy. It is the 
business of the law to see that no man or class of men, under any 
pretext whatever, is granted rights or privileges denied to other men 
or classes of men. The public order must be secured, and private 
rights protected, under the constitution and laws, witllOut denying to 
labor, or any other class of citizens, their natural and constitutional 
riglJts. Let the person and property of every citizen be securely 
protected by fixed laws, and speedy punislllnent follow the commission 
of crime. Let the constitutional mode of trial remain jnviolate. The 
necessity for this is illustrated in this case. No American jury could 
be found who would say these defendants were guilty of a " conspiracy," 
or of making "threats" to injure anyone. IJike the jury in the Penn 
Case, they ,,,"ould say, "Guilty of refusing to purchase the plaintiff's 
barrels ancI the commodities packed in them, only," and the common 
sense of all mankind would respond that that creates neither criminal 
1101' civil liability on anyone. 'rhe decree of the circuit court should 
be reversed, aud the case remanded, with instructions to dismiss the 
bill. 

EMPLOYERS' LIA.BILITY-ASSUMPTION OF RISK-Collins v. Lnco­
n?a Car Co., 38 Atlantic R eporter, page 1047.-This suit was brought 
before the supreme court of New Hampshire on exceptions fi:om Bel· 
kriap County from a judgment reudered below for the plaintiff, Collins, 
in a, suit brought by him against the above·named car company for 
damages for injuries sustained while in its employ. H e was engaged 
about a "press machine ;' upon which were uncovercd cogwbeels upon 
the right side of the machine where the plainWf was working. The 
plaintiff reached to a shelf back of the machine for his apron, aud in 
withdrawing his arm his hand was caught in the gearing of the cog· 
wheels and was injured. At the time of the accident plaintiff had 
worked on the machine nearly a year. He was about 52 years of age, 
and of average intelligence. No warning as to the danger from the 
gearing, or instructions as to the precautions which should be taken to 
avoid it, was given to him by the defendants; and there was also evi· 
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dence tending to show that the gear ing should have been covered to 
make it r easonably safe. The plaintiff testified that he knew he would 
get hurt if be got his h and in the gearing, but that he n ever thought 
of the danger, and that, when h e took his apron from the shelf, he was 
not thinking of it, and that, if he had, he 'supposed be should not have 
got hurt. 

The supreme court rendered its uecision March 15,1895, and reversed 
the judgment of the court below. From the opinion of said court, 
delivered by Judge Blodgett, the following is quoted: 

The motion for a nonsuit sLould have been granted . Familiar prin­
ciples of universal acceptatioll forbid any otber COllclllsion. The plain. 
tiff's grounds of complaint are ::;olely (1) tbat the gearing was llOt 
reasonably and safely protected, and (2) t hat the defendants gave him 
no warnillg or instruction as t o th e resultillg danger. No recovery can 
be had upon either of t11ese groullds. 

TLe fact that t11 e gearing was not covered is not of controlling 
importance. The dan ger from it was as appal'ent to the plaintiff as to 
the defendants; and t11e['e was no elll ergellcy requ irin g him to expose 
himself to th e dan~er. It was obviou i:ily one of t11e "seeu (l;lIlgers" of 
which the servant assumes tIle ri sk by entering' UpOIl t Le elllployment, 
even though r easonable precautiolls have l'l'cn neglected by t he 
employer. As t o all defects amI dangers whi (; ll arc open t o the obser­
v ation and witlJin the knowledge amI cOlll ]ll'ehension of master and 
servant alike, bo th stalld upon <:ommOH ground; alld JLO recovery can 
be bad for a resulting injury to the latter when he is of sufficient illtelli­
gence and knowledge to comprelJellll tLe risks incident to the service, 
whiCh is presumed ill tLe case of an adult person, in the absence of 
evidence showill g the contrary. In such a case an inj ury to tlJe serv­
ant is within the scope of the dallger which Loth tbe contracting 
parties contemplated as incidelltal to the service, and the master can 
not be h eld hable for tlJe injury. ]\filch less can lIe Le h eld liable 
when, as in the present case, it atl:irmatively appears, 1I0t onlytLat the 
danger of which the servallt complaills was open to common observa­
tion and withill common comprehellsioll , and tlJat lie was of sufficient 
intelligence alld knowledge to cOlllprehelld it, but that he actually did 
know and comprehend it. In brief; t he pl aill tifi' stands 110 better than 
he would have stood if, by special agreement with the defendallts, he had 
assumed the risk of tlle g'earing. 

Of still less importallce is tLe fact that 110 warning or inst.ruction as to 
tbe danger from t11e geari llg was given to t he plaintifi' by the defend· 
ants. N oue was lIecessary. It , .. ould have Leon a usele;;s formality 
merely. The most that could )J ave been said to hiDl was that he Il1Ui:it 
keep away from the gearing w Len the machine was ill operatioll, or he 
would get hurt. But this would llave given lliru JIO knowledge he did 
not already possess. The da ngcr of getting caught in the gearing was 
perfectly obvious to him, and he therefore kllowingly a]J(1 volulltarily 
assumed it as one of the ordinary risks of hi s employment. The duty 
resting 011 the master to i II strllct or warn the sCl'vant of all lat.ent and 
hidden defect s or hazards illcident to tbe emplo'ymellt, of which the 
master knows or ought to know, does llOt extend to dangers open to 
ordillary observation, except in cases of youth, inexperience, ignorance, 
or want of capacity of the servallt, a nd can not be invoked as to patellt 
defect s or dangers by a servant of mature capacit,y aud knowledge. 
As to such defects or d angers as are obvioll s to t he senses, he is Louud 
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to take notice; and when, as in tbe case of this plaintiff, he admits he 
knew of the danger and comprehended it, it wonld be as absnrd as it 
manifestly would be nnjust to permit a recovery on tbe ground that 
his employers did not warn him of that danger. Judgment for thp, 
defendants. 

EMPLOYERS' LIABILITy-DUTIES OF THE MASTER-NEGLIGENCE­

Belleville Stone 00. of New J ersey v. Mooney, 38 Atlantic Reporter, page 
835.-Suit was brought in the circuit court of Essex County, N. J., by 
Henry Mooney against the above-named company to recover damages 
for personal injuries received by him while in the employ of said com­
pany. He was injured by being struck by a stone from a blast in a 
quarry belonging to said company. Judgment was given for Mooney, 
and tbe company appealed the case to the supreme court of tbe State, 
which rendered its decision November 12, 1897, and affirmed tbe judg­
ment of the lower court. 

The opiuion of the supreme court was delivered by Judge Lippencott, 
and the syllabus of the same, which was prepared by the court, lays 
down certain principles of the common law as follows: 

5. It is the duty of the master to exercise reasonable care to provide 
a safe place for his servant to work in, for his protection from all but 
the assumed and accepted dangers, and this duty remains the same 
wh ere the dangers ari:;e to the servant by reason of the adoption or 
use of a system by which the business of the master is performed or 
cOllducted. 

6. If this general duty is intrusted by tbe master to his agent, super· 
intendent, or coservant of the servant injured, the negligen ce of such 
agent or superintendent in the performance of this duty is imputable 
to the master. 

s. ,Vhere tbe master, or one representing the master, as general super­
intendent of the work, promises a servant engaged in such work to 
remedy and obviate a certain danger to wbieb the servant has called 
his attention, tbis promise does llot relieve the servant from the furtber 
assumption of the risks of danger if the risks or dangers be obvious or 
incidental to bis employment, 01' risks the danger of which he in the 
exercise of ordinary care could discover or know, and tbe master will 
not be liable for an injury resulting from such risks; but if tbe employ­
ment of tIle servant be ill such a place or under such circumstanees that 
he can not know of the danger, or it is not obvious to him, he can con­
tinue iu the employment under tbe assumption that the promise will be 
performed for his protection, and tbe ma ter will be liable for injury to 
him resulting from the clanger arising from the default of the master in 
the non performance of the promise. 

9. Where all injury arises to a workman by reason of the ullited 
neg-lip:f'I)('r, of a mn <:: tcr nllfl a fellow-servant, the master is lil:Lule to 
re:;pond for SUdl ilJJul'ie:;, 
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LABELS OF LABORERS' UNIONS-ApPLICATION FOR INJUNCTION 

TO PREVENT UNAU'l'HORIZED USE OF SA~-Hetterm(m et al. v . 
Powers et al., 43 Sonthwestern Reportm', page 180.-Action was brought 
in the circuit court of Jefferson County, Ky., by Powers and others 
against Hetterman Brothers and others to restrain them from using a 
certaill cigar label. Judgment was rendered for the plaintiffs, and the 
defendants appealed the case to the court of appeals of the State, 
which rendered its decision October 27, 1897, and sustained the judg· 
ment of the lower court. 

The opinion of said court was delivered by Judge Hazelrigg, and in 
the course of the same he used the following language: 

'fbe appellants were manufacturers and dealers in cigars in Louis· 
vme, Ky., and, without right or claim of right, u sed on boxes of cigars 
manufactured and sold by them t he blue label of the Cigar :Makers' 
International Union of America, a facsimile of which is as follows: 
"Sept., 1880. Issued by AutlJority of Cigar Makers' International 
Union of America. Union·M::tde Oigars. This certifies that the cigars 
contained in this box have b een made by a first· class workman, a memo 
ber of tbe Cigar Makers' International Ullion of America, an or ganiza· 
tion opposed to inferior, rat· sLop, cooly, prison, or filthy tenement-house 
workmanship. Tberefore we recommend these cigars to all smokers 
throughout tbe world. All infringements upon this label will be pun· 
ish ed according to law. A. Strasser, President, C. M. I. U. of America." 

Thereupon appellees Powers, K eiffer, and W opprice, suing for tbem­
selves and all their associate and fellow-members in the Cigar Makers' 
International Union and the Cigar .Makers' Protective Union, No. 32, 
and joining these two organizations, also, as plaintiffs, brought this 
action to prevent this alleged wrongful use of the label. The Interna­
tional U nion, embracing, according to the petition, some -- members, 
and tbe local union, some -- members, a re voluntary, unincorporated 
labor organizations, composed solely of pradical cigar makers. They 
are workingmen who do not own the products of their labor, being 
exclusively wage workers. The purpose of these unions, as said in the 
petition, is, generally, to maintain a Ligh standard of workmallship, 
and secure fair wages to cigar makers; to elevate the material, moral, 
and intellectual welfare of the membership; and, by legitimate. organ­
ized effort, to secure laws prohibiting labor hy children under 14 years 
of age, tLe abolition of the" truck" system, the tenement· Louse cigar 
manufacture, and the manufacture of cigars by pri son convict labor. 
Other praiseworthy objects are set out, which need not be detailed. It 
is further averred that, for the purpose of designating the cigal's made 
by members of the unions, the label ill controversy was adopted and 
extensively used as a trade-mark, or certificate of identification, and, 
wbeu posted on the ou.tside of cigar boxes containing cigars made by 
mem bers of the unions, it is a guaranty that the cigars are made by first­
class workmen, members of the cigar maker's union, etc.; that because 
the members receive fair wages, and were thus able to fUI'llish good 
workmansbip, the cigars so labeled commanded a higher price than did 
similarly looking cigars not so labeled; that the label was therefore a 
source of great profit and benefit to the appellees, and other members 
of the unions. 'fhe appellan ts, for defense, do not deny tLe use of the 
label as cbarged in the petition, but it is insisted by them that this 
,l,l;tbeJ does not possess a llY of the elements of a trade· mark ; that tLe 
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appellees are engaged in no trade, uaving notlling to sell, and therefore 
nothin g to protect by a trade-mark; that nOlle of them are engaged in 
the business of I:lellillg cigars; that tlley are" simply workmen employed 
by otlJer people making cigars-first by one persou, and then another­
and those persons sell the cigars;" that the plaintiffs, therefore, " have 
not shown any property right in the lauel, as a trade-mark, or otuer­
wise;" moreover, that the membersllip is an evel'-cllang'ing one, con­
stautly varying in members, composed of a few thousands to-day, and 
mallY t housands to-molTow-" a shifting crowd;" tlJat tlIe plaintiffs, 
therefore, are not qualified to sue, and have, in fact, no legal rights 
that can be made t he subject of a suit. Moreover, it is urged that the 
plailltiffs do 1I0t come into eourt with clean hands; that they are mem­
bers of all organization lately engaged in boycotting the defendants, 
and attempting to ruiu their business; t hat the label itself can not be 
approved, either in law or morals, as it denollnces other cigars than 
union-made ones as iuferiol' aud Ulmholesollle, and the product of filthy 
tenement houses, or made by coolies and convicts. 

And, first, we may admit that the label is not used as a "trade­
mark," in the ordinary sense of that word. It is 110t a braud put upon 
the g'oods of tIle owner, to separate or cl istingu ish t hem from the goods 
of others. But we can Hot agree, on that account, that itdoes not rep­
resen t a v,1luaule right, which may be the subject of legal protection. 
Why may 110t those engaged in skillful employmellts so designate the 
result of tlIeir 1[1bor as to entitle them to the fruits of their skill, when 
it is admittedly a source of pecuniary profit to them' And this though 
they may not owu tlJe property itselt They are not, it is true, "in busi­
ness" for themselves, in the ordinary sense; but they have property 
rights,lIevertheless. Thcy may nut select ala1>el, and be protected in 
its use apart ti:om its connection witll some commodity; lmt they not 
only select it in this instance, but they apply it to property, and iL does 
not at all matter thnt the tangiule property ii-l that of anotller. In order 
to get the benefit of the Imperior reputation of cig-ars made by them, 
the appellees select and apply this label, as a distinguishing brand or 
mark; and it wou1<l be strange if this thing ofvalue-tlIis certificate of 
good workmanship, whicll makes tIle goods ll1rtde by them sell, and thus 
increases tlJedemaml for their work-shonld be entitled to 110 protection, 
because those making the seleetion and application are not business 
men eng'aged' in selling cigars of their owu . TlIe man who is employed 
for wages is as much a business man as his employer, in the larger 
sense ill which the word "business" llas come to be used by statesmen 
and legislators. In a nU111uer of the States, laws have been enacted 
giving protection to the IIlen engaged in the business of working for 
wages; and theit' right of organizing and selecting appropriate symbols 
to desigll ate the result of their handiwork is recognized, and ordained 
to be tlJe subject of lawful protection, by the court. Thus, in th is St(1te, 
in April, 18!)O, a law was ena.ete<l by the general assembly providing 
that" every union or association of 'working men or WOlllen adopting a 
label, mark, name, brand or device intended to designate the product 
of the labor of t Ile members of such union, shall fi le dnplicate copies of 
such label in the office of tIle secretary of state, who shall then give 
them a certificate of the fj liug thereof," and that "every such union may 
by suit in auy of the courts of the State, proceed to enjoin the manu­
facture, use, display," etc., "of counterfei ts or imi tatiolls of such labels," 
etc., "on goods bearing the same, aud that the court having jurisdic­
tion of the parties shall grant an injllllction restrainil1g such wrong'fnl 
manufacture, use," etc., "of such labels,'7 etc. 'J'his suit was filed before 
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the adoption of this statute, but it indicates the policy of the law, and 
the growth or expansion, and perbaps the creation, of legal remedies 
hardly known to ancient trade-mark law. The learned chancellor 
below, iu an exhaustive opiuion, reviewing all the authorities, among 
other things, said (and we can say it no more clearly) that: "The known 
reputation of a particular kind of skilled labor, employed iu the develop­
ment of a particular product or class of products, determines, to a large 
degree, the value or price of such products when put on the markets. 
To stamp or label a commodity as the product of a pal'ticular kind or 
class of skilled labor, determiues the demand for, anII the price of, such 
product or commodity. The marketable price of a commodity influences 
the scale of wages paid for its manufacture. The higher tile price, the 
higher the wages paid. Hence H is indisputable that the employe~, 
wllose skilled labor in the production of a particular commodity creates 
a demalld for the same that secures for him higher, remunerative wages, 
has as defiuite a property right to the exclusive ll se of a particular 
label, sign, symbol, brand, or device, adopted by him to distinguish and 
cbaracterize said commodity as the product of his skilled Jabor, as the 
merchant or owner has to the exclusive use of his adol)ted trade-mark 
on his goods." 

In Cohn v. People, HD Ill., 486, 37 N. E., 60, the court upheld the 
constitntionality of the trades-union act in that State; and as the court, 
independently of the statute, disposed of olle of the conteutions of 
counsel ill the case, which is also relied ou here, we quote, in part, its 
argument: "It is llext objected that the label, an imitation and coun­
terfeit of which is alleged to have beeu unlawfully used by plaintiff in 
error, could not have been rightfully adopted either as a label, trade­
mark, or form of advertisement. It is said that it transgresses the 
rules of morality and publie policy. * * * By reference to the label, 
heretofore set out, it will be seen that it is a certificate, signed by the 
president of the Cigar Makers' International Union of America, cer­
tifyingthat the cigars contained in the box upon which it was placed 
were 'made by a nrst-class workman, a member of the Oigar Makers' 
International Union of America, all organization opposed to inferior, 
rat-shop, cooly, prison, or filthy tenement-house workmanship.' And it 
concludes : 'Thereforewe recommend these cigars to all smokers through­
out the world.' The purpose, as derived from the label itself, is to send 
the cigars out to the public with the assurance that they are made by 
a first-class workman, who belongs to an order opposed to the inferior 
workmanship designated. It will be observed that the label attacks no 
other manufacturer of cigars. It says, simply, in effect, 'These cigars 
are not the product of an inferior, rat-shop, cooly, prison, or filthy ten­
ement-house workmanship.' Oan it be said that one may not, without 
condemning or aspersing the product of other lIlanufacturers, commend 
the article he has for sale ' If he may do so himself, may he not pro­
cure the certificate of others as to the quality of the article he puts 
upon the markeU" 

Further, we agree with the learned chancellor that there is no com­
petent evidellce that the appellees, or any of tbem, have been engaged 
in boycotting the appellants, and thus depriving themselves of the 
right to enforce their legal remedies in a court of eqllity. Whatever 
may be said of the letters and circulars looking to this end, and exbib­
ited in the proof, it is not shown by any competent proof that the 
appellees instigated, or had augllt to do with, the attempted bo.vcott. 
And, moreover, this boycott, which seems to have occurred in 1886, did 
not in any way grow out of the wrongful use of the label in contro-



490 BULLETIN OF THE DEPARTMgNT OF LABOR. 

versy . On the whole case, tbel'efore, we are of opinion that the law 
may be justly invoked by organized labor to protect from piracy aud 
intrusion the fruits of i ts skill alld handiwork, and that brain and muscle 
may be the subject of trade· law rnles, as well as tangible property. 
;I'be judgment is affirmed. 

SEAMEN'S WAGES-Knteger et (Ll . v . The John and Win throp,84 Fed­
eral RepOl"ter, page 503.-This was a libel by F. A. Krueger and others 
against the American bark John cmd Winthrop to recover seamen's 
wagps, brought in the United States district court for the nortbern 
district of California. The defense to the action was that the libel ants 
had shipped for an entire whaliIlg voyage, aIld while on such voyage 
attempted to burn and destroy the vessel, and for that ofl'ense the 
captain, after such investigatioll as he thougllt snfficent, suspended 
the libelants from duty, and imprisoned them 011 board of the vessel. 
Upon the trial tbe captain testified that such action was, in his judg­
ment, necessary for the safety of the vesse1. rfbe captain did not, 
however, of his own knowledge, know that the libelants were in fact 
guilty of the offense charged against them. 

The deeision of the district COlUt was relldered December 29, 1897, 
and a]]owed the wages claimed. The opinion was delivered by District 
Judge De Haven, and reads as follows: 

The evidence in this case is llOt such as would warrant the court in 
finding that the libelants, or either of them, a.ttempted to burn and 
destroy said bark, John and W 'inthrop, alld thus to break up the 
voyage for which they shipped as seamen on bO~Lrd of said ve ' sel. 
The fact, if it be a fact, that tile captain, in suspending tile libelauts 
from duty and imprisoning them ou board t he ship, acting in good faith, 
under the belief tbat tbey were guilty of attemptillg to destroy the 
vessel, is not of itself sufficieut to defeat the claims of the libelants in 
this action. The good faith of the master iu that matter would be 
important, if the libelants were seeking to recover damages for assault 
or fftlse imprisonment; but iu tlds action, based on the contract set out 
in the shipping articles, tbe libelan ts are entitled to recover if tbey are 
not in fact guilty of the charge of attempting to set fire to the vessel. 
TiJere will be a decree for the libelants. 

SEAMEN'S WAGES-COMPLETION OF VOYA..GE-Heinrici et al. 1'. 
The L(uwa Madsen et al., 84 Jj'ed(w(t,l R eportm", page 36'2.-This case was 
brought ill the United States district court for the southern district of 
California to r ecover seamen's wages. 'l.'he libelall ts at San Francisco, 
Cal., on :March 29, 18()7, entered into and duly executed article.s of 
agreement with the master of the schooner La1l1'a Jlladsen, upon t he 
terms and conditions set forth in the shipping articles, a part of which 
reads as follows : "'I.'11e schooner '-'amra Jlfadsen, of San Francisco, 
Cal., • • * now bound from the port of San Francisco, Cal., to 
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Port Blakeley, tllence to San Francisco for final discharge, either direct 
or via one or more ports on the Pacific coast. Either north or south of 
the port of discharge. Voyage to be repeated one or more times." 
Another material provision of said articles was as follows: "It is 
especially nnderstood and agreed that the wages of the said crew shall 
not be due, nor any part thereof, nor shall the crew be entitled to receive 
any portion of their pay, except at the master's option, until the corn· 
pletion of the entire voyage above described; and that, in case any of 
the crew leave the vessel before the completion of the voyage as afore· 
said, the persons so leaving shall forfeit to the owners of the said 
vessel all the wages due them." 

The vessel entered upon the voyage from San Francisco and pro­
ceeded direct to Port Blakeley, in the State of ·Washington, where she 
loaded with a cargo of lumber, alld thence sailed direct to the port of 
San Pedro, in the State of California. After discharge of cargo there 
the master announced to the seamen his purpose of sailing direct to 
Port Blakeley, 'and they then and there demanded their wages, but 
payment was refused. They remained while the vessel took in ballast 
and assisted in the same, and after that they again demanded their 
pay. The master refused to pay them, claiming that tbe voyage had 
noli been ended and that they were not elltitled to their wages. The 
seamen then and there left the vessel without the 'master's consent, 
claiming that the voyage was completed and that they were entitled to 
their wages. 

The decision of the court awarding wages to the seamen was ren­
dered November 1, 1897, and from tlle opinion, delivered by district 
Judge W ellborn, the following is quoted: 

Libelants contend that they had a right to leave the vessel at the 
time and place they did, for the reason, among others, that the voyage 
for which they shipped did not include a return from San Pedro to 
Port Blakeley; and therefore, when the annoullcemellt was made to 
them by tbe master of the vessel of his intention to return to Port 
Blakeley, they were justified in leaving said vessel. Respondents 
insist that libelants, by leaving the vessel at Sau Pedro, were guilty of 
desertion, and therefore forfeited their wages. 

If it be cOllceded (which, however, I do not decide) that the shipping 
articles allowed the vessel to go from Port Blakeley to San Pedro, 110 

fair construction of the articles would permit the return from San Pedro 
to Port Blakeley. The voyage is expressly described as being from San 
Francisco to Port Blakeley, thence to San Francisco, ete, Certainly 
tbis language does not imply that the vessel could go from Port Blake­
Icy to some other point, as, for instance, San .Pedro and return to Port 
Blakeley. Whatever may be the true construction of the shippillg arti­
cles as to the ports at which the vessel could touch ill goillg from Port 
Blakeley to San Francisco, it is clear that the articles dill lIot permit a 
return to Port Blakele.v from any intermediate port before San Fran­
cisco bad been reached. A decree for libelants will be elltered. 
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SEAMEN':,; WAGES-LEAVING VESSEL-AnuSIVE T REATMENT­

Riohan1s et (~l. v. l'lIe '1'oPO(( llall t, 81 Fedora l Reporter, page 35rj.- This 
was a Jibel in rem against the bark TopgaZZant to r ecover seamen's 
wages, heard in the Uuited States district court for t he district of 
WaShington, northern division. The following decision of th e court 
was rendered Jalluary 3,1898, by District Judge l3anfonl : 

The lioelants shipped at Sail Francisco for a voyage to P uget Sound 
and return, and tlley pl'oceede(l ill the vessel fro lll Sa n F rancisco 10 
Port Blakeley, and thellce to Seattle, and, while at Seattle, cugageu in 
taking in cargo, there was ditliculty between them all d the cap tain. 
The captain had given orders to the fLrst mate to move t he vessel to a 
different position for con veni ence in receiving coal, a nd t he ma te 
neglected to have this done until after workill g hours. A fter 7 o'clock 
in the evening the mate asked the men if t lley would t hen haul t he 
ship, to which they auswered that tlley would 1I0t, and t he vessel was 
not moved that night, and in consefJuence of this lI eglect she was 
delayed ill lading. Tbe captain was abseJlt from the shi p fro m th e t im e 
of giving the order to the mate to the next momilJg'. On bei ll g inform ed 
by the lllate that the mell hau refused to lwul the ship when requested, 
be reprimftllded tIle crew, and ordered a discontinuallce of coffee amI a 
luncheon, which, until thnt time, during tIle loading of t he vessel, h ;t d 
been served to the men at!) o'clock in the forenoon , as an extra in add it ioll 
to the regular breakfast, dinner, and supper. There is a con fl ict i ll t he 
testimony as to the couduct a lld exact words of the captain a t t his 
time, and as to tllreats which the men allege h e made of future sev('r · 
ity. A day 01' two after t hi s occurrellce, tllesc lioelan ts informed t he 
captain that they wislled to leave tlle sllip, <lnd asked him for t heir 
wages, which he refused to pay. Ile inform ed them, ll owever', t hat 
they coul(lleavc the vessel if they wishe(l to, but that, if they d id leave, 
he would not pay t hem th(' ir wages. The libelallts (I id leave t Il e vessel. 

It is my opillion that t,he libel ants were not .iustitied ill leaving the 
vessel before termination of the voyage for which t hey shipped, by 
reason of abusive treatll1ent at the hands of the captai ll ; neither was 
their conduct disobedient or ill solent to such a degree as to authorize 
tlie captain to discllarge them, and claim forfeiture of their wages. 
The libel ants, liowever, wished to leave the vessel, an d so informed the 
captain; therefore they eanllot claim that by t elliug them to go til e 
captain discharged them unjus tly, so as to entitle t hem to wages for 
the entire voyage. Upon being told by t Ile captai n that t hey cou ld 
leave.the vessel, they had a ri ght to take him at h is word, so that t heir 
cont ract for servires ill the vessel was, iu effect, ter minated by mutua l 
consent. The captain seems to llave acted upon a mi staken idea t ll at 
the wages of seamen are forfeited by quitting tile service before ful ti ll· 
ment of the entire contract~ eve ll ,,,hen in doiug so there is no disobe(l i· 
ence. But in law seamen call not be treated as deserters, a nd t heir 
wages forfeited, unless they leave the vessel, an d remai ll abse ll t, 
without leave of tIle eommalluer. The rule is that, wh en the seamen'" 
con tract is terminated before conclus ioll, by mutual assell t, th e seamell 
are entitled to wages for the time of their actual service at the r ate 
fixed by their contract. If the captain discharges t hem before tIl e 
termination of the voyage, without .iustifiable cause, t hey are enti tled 
to wages for the entire voyage, and the amount of t ll eil' expenses ill 
returnilJg to the port of discharge. Deserters from a vessel a re DOt 
entit led to anything. 
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NORTH C A ROLINA. 

ACTS 01<' 1897. 

VOL. I.-PUBLIC LAWS. 

CHAPTER 185.-F1·ofectwn of entployees as votel·s. 

SECTION 72. Scction sevent y-two (72) of said act [chap. 159, acts of 1895] is h erehy 
r epealed, and the following su iJ ~ titutetl th erefor: " That any per80n entitled to vote 
at any election held undor the laws of tl:tis State shnll, on one of the days set apart 
for r egistra tion for said e lection, ana on tho day of such election he clltitled to ausent 
himself from service or omployment in which hc is en ga.ged or employ ed for a p eriod 
of time sufficient to cllable such person to go anll retnrn from the voting- place in the 
precinct wherein such 11erson is cntitled to regist er anll vote, whil e the registration 
uooks aretopen, and while the p olls in said precinct flre open, if such voter shall 
not.ify his employer before th e day of such registmtion or of sllch elec tion, of such 
intended absen ce, and if, therenpon, t h c time of [su ch absence] shall be designated 
hy the employer, and sll ch absence shall be dllring sn ch designated time, or if thc 
employer, upon the days of snch notice, makes no desig nation, and such absence shall 
ue dnring Ol1 e of the days for r egistrat ioll or during the day of election, no l'enalty 
sLall be imposed upon him by his employer by reason of such absence. 

Ratified the 9th day of MarCh, A. D . 1897. 

CHAPTER 219.-Conv'ict labor. 

SECTION 5. It shall be t11e dnty of the superintendent of the State's prison-

(2) To employ all convicts iu his custody within the penitentiary or on farms 
leased or ownccl by tl1e institution, and to make contracts on remunerative t erms 
with persons or corporatiolls in order t o employ and snpport as many of the able­
bodied convicts on public works as the intercsts of the State and the constitution 
will permit. 

(4) To sell at the highest market prices all articles mannfactured and products 
produced b y the convi cts not deemed n ecessary for their use and comfort for the 
next ensuing year as and when he may deem best; but auy ar ticle or prodnct held 
more than two months for better prices shall be sold when the uoard of directors 
shall direct. 

(11) The superintendent may, with the consent of the governor, erect additional 
shops within the walls of the prison for employment of convicts confined therein, 
and may lease anc1 equ ill farms whenever it may become necess~\ry to keep the able­
bodier1 convicts employed: " • " . 

Ratified the 3d day of March, A. D . 1897. 

CIIAPTER 251.- Inspection and regulation of mines. 

SECTION 1. Chapter 113 of the laws 011887 is amended by adding to the duties of 
the commissioner of labor statistics that of " mine inspector " as herein proyided for, 
which officer is ca lled in this act" inspector." 

SEC . 2. It shall be the duty of the inspector to examine all the mines in the State 
as often as possible to see that all the provisions and requirements of this act are 
strictly observed and carri ed out; he shall particularly examine the works and 
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machinery belonging to any mine, examine in to the state and condition of the mines 
as to ventilation, circnlation and condition of air, drainage and general security; he 
shall make a record of all ex.aminations of mines, showing the date when made, the 
conditions in which the mines are found, the extent to which the laws relating to 
mines and IDinin,g are observed or violated, the progress made iu the improvements 
and security of life and health sought to be Becured by the provisions of this act, 
nnmber of accidents, injuries received or deaths in or about the mines, the number 
of mines in the State, the number of persons employed in or about each mine, 
together with all such other facts and information of public interest, concerning the 
condition of mines, development and progress of mining in the State as h e lUay 
think useful and proper, which record shall be filed in the office of the inspector, 
and as much thereof as lUay be of public interest to be included in his annual report. 
In case of any controversy or disagreement between the inspector and the owner 
or operator of any mine, or the persons working therein; or in case of conditions of 
emergencies reqniring counsel, the inspector llIay call on the governor for such 
assistance and counsel as IDay be neceRsary; should the inspector find any of the 
provisions of this act violated, or not complied with b y any owner, l essee or agent 
in charge, of such neglect or violation, and unless the same is within a reasonable 
time rectified, and the provisions of this act fully complied with. he shall institute 
an action to compel the compliance therewith. The inspector sh all exercise a sound 
discretion in the enforcement of this act. l~or the purpose of m aking the inspection 
and examinations provided for in this section, the inspector shall have the right /io 
enter any mine at all r easonable times, by night or by day, but in such manner a s 
shall not uecessarily obstruct the workiug of the mine; and the owner or agent of 
such mine is hereby r equired to furnish the means necessary for such entry and 
inspection; the inspection and examination herein provided for shall extend to fire­
clay, iron ore and other mines as well as coal mines. 

SEC. 3. The inspect or shall make such personal inspection of the mines as he may 
deem necessary, and his other duties will permit; he shall keep in his office and 
carefully preserve all maps, surveys and other reports and papers required by law to 
be filed with him, and so arrange and preserve the same as !:lh all make them a per­
manent record of ready, convenien t and connected reference; be sball compile a nd 
consolidate the reports and annually make report to the governor of all his proceed­
ings, the condition and operation of the different mines of the Stat e, and the num­
ber of mines and tbe nnmber of persons employed in or abont sueb mines; the 
amouut of coal, iron ore, limeston e, tire-clay or other miueral mined in tbis State; 
and for the purpose of enabling bim t o make such report, the owner, lessee or agent 
in charge of such mine, wbo is engaged in mining, and tbo owner, l essee or agent 
of any firm, company or corporation in cbarge of any fire-clay or iron ore m iues, or 
any limestone or quarry, or who is engage. l in mining or producing any mineral 
wbatsoever in this State, shall, on or bcfore tbe 30tb day of November in every year, 
send to the office of the in pector npou blanks, to be furniijbed by bim, a correct 
r etnrn, specifying with respect to the year ending on the precedin g- 1st day of Octo­
ber, the quautity of coal, iron ore, fire-clay, limestone or other mineral product in 
sueb mine or quarry, and the Ilumber of persous ordinarily employed ill or about 
such mine or quarry below and above ground, distinguishing tbe persons and labor 
below ground and above ground. Every owner, lessee or agent of a miue or quarry 
who fails to ccmply with this section, and makes allY r eturn wbich to bis knowledge 
is false in any particular, shall be (leemed guilt y of a misdemeanor; be sball enu­
merate all accidents, and the manner in which tbey occurred in or about the mines, 
and give all such other information as be thinks useful and proper, and make snch 
suggestions as be deems important l'elati ve to mines and mining, lLnd any otber leg­
islation that may be necessary on the s ubject for tbe better preservation of the life 
and bealtb of those engaged in such industry . 

SEC. 4. It is unlawful for tile owner or agent of any coal miue, worked by sbaft, 
to employ or permit any person to work thcrein, unless there are, to every seam of 
coal worked in sncb mine, at least two separate outlets, separated by natural strata 
of not less tban one bundred feet in breadth , b y which shafts or outlets distinct 
means of ingress and egress are al ways available to tbe persons employed in t he 
mine ; but it is not necessary for tbe two ontlets to belong to the !:lame mine, if the 
persons employed therein b ave safe , ready ancl available means of ingress or egress 
by not less t han two openings. This section shall not apply to opening a new mine, 
while being worked for tbe purpose of making communica tions between said two 
outlets, so long as not more thau twenty persons are employed at one time in sucb 
mine ; neither shall it apply to any mine or part of a wine in wbich the second ont­
let has been rendered unavailable b y reason of the final robbing of pillars previous 
to abandonment, as long as not more than tweuty persons are employed therein at 
any one time. Tbe cage or cages and other means of egress shall at all times b e 
available for the persons employed, wben there is uo second outlet. The escapement 
sbafts shall befitted withsa.fe and available appliances by which the persons employed 
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in the min e m ay readily escape in case an accident occurs, dcrallgiug the hoisting 
m achinery at the main outlets, aDd such means or appliances of escape shall always 
b e k ept in a safe condition ; and in no case shall an air-shaft with a ventilating fur­
nace at the bottom be construed to be an escapement shaft, within the meaning of 
this section. T o all other coal mines, whether slopes or drifts, two such openings or 
outlet!! must b e provided, withiu twelve months after shipments of coal have com­
menced from s nch mine ; and in case such outlets are not provided as h erein stipu­
l at ed, it shall not be lawful for the a.gent or owner of such slope or drift to permit 
more thau ten persons w work t herein at any one time. 

SEC. 5. The owner or agent of a.ny coal mine, w hether shaft, slope or drift, shall 
provide and main tain for every such min e an amount of ventilation of not less than 
one hundred cubic feet per minute per persou employed in such mine, whi ch shall be 
circulated and distributed throughout t he mine in such a JO anner as to dilute, render 
h armless and exptll tho poisonolls and noxious gase!! from each and ever y working 
place in the mine, a.ud no working place shall be drh'en more than sixty feet in 
a.dvance of a break through br airw ay, and a.ll break thToughs or a irwnys, except 
those last made near the working places of th e mine, shall be closed up by brattice 
trap doors, or otherwise so that the curren ts of air in circulatiou in tlJe mine mny 
spread to the interior of the mine when the persons employed in such mine are at 
work, aud all miues governed uy t he statute shall be provided with artificial means of 
producing ventila tion such as forciug or Ruction fans, exhaust steam furuaces, or 
other contrivances of su ch capacity and power as to prod uce and maiutaiu a n ahun­
dant supply of air, aud all miues generating fire damp Bhall be k ept free from stand­
ing gas, and every working pl ace shall he examined every morning wi th a safety 
lamp by a competent l)erson or persons before any of the workmen are allowed to 
enter the mine. All under/.:round entrances to any place not in actual course of 
working or ex tension shall be properly fencecl across tile wilole width of snch 
eutrance so as to prevent persons from iuadvertently entering the same. No owner 
or agent of a n y coal mine operated by shaft or slop~ shall place iu charge of any 
eng ine used for lowering iuto or hoisting out of mines persons employed therein any 
bnt experience.l, competent and tiober engiueers, and no engineer in charge of such 
engine shall allow auy persoll except such as may be deputed for such purposes by 
til e owner or agent to interfer e witil it or auy part of the machinery, and no person 
shall interfere or in auy way inti lllidate the engineer in the discharge of hit! duties, 
and in no case shall more t hau two men ride on auy cage or car at one time, and no 
p erson shall ride upon a load ed cage or car in any shaft or slope. 

SKC. 6. All safety lamps used in examining mines, or for working therein, shall be 
the property of th e operator of the mine, and a competent person shall be appointed 
for the purpose, wilo suall examine ever y safety lamp before it is taken iuto the 
workings for u se, and ascertain it to be clean, safe and securely lock ed, and safety 
lamps shall no t be nsed uutil t hey h ave been so examiued a,nd fouud safe and clean 
and securely lock ed , uuless permission be first given by the mine foremau, to h ave 
the lamps used unlock ed. No one, except the duly authorized person, shall ilave in 
his possession a key, or any other contrivance, for t he purpose of uulocking any 
safety lamp in any mine wh ere lock ed lamps are used. No matches or any other 
apparatus for striking lights shall be t ak en into any mines, or parts thereof, except 
under the direction of the miue fo reman. All persons violating the provisions of 
this section shall be deemed gu il ty of a misdemeanor. The mine foreman shall 
measure the ventilation at least ouce a week, at the inlet and outlet, and also at or 
n ear the face of a ll t h e en t ries, and tile measurement of air so made silall be noted 
on blanks furnished by the inspector ; and on the fi rst day of each month the miue 
boss of each mine shall sign one of such blauks, properly filled with the said actual 
measurement, and present the same to the inspector, and any mining boss making 
false r eturns of such air measurement shall be deemed g uil ty of a misdemeanor. 
Every person haviug charge of any mine, whenever 10s8 of life occurs hy accident 
connect ed witiJ the workings of such min es, or by explosion, shall give notice thereof 
forthwith, by m a il or otherwise, to the iuspector, and to the coroner of the county 
in which snch mine is situated, and th e coroner shall hold an inquest upon the body 
of the person or persons whose death h as heen can sed, aud inquire carefully into the 
cause th ereof, [I,nd shall return a copy of the finding and all the t estimony to t he 
inspector. The owner, agent or mana.ger of every mine shall, withiu twenty·four 
h ours n ext after any accident or explosion, wbereby loss of life or personal injury 
m ay h a" e been occasioned, send notice, in writing, to the inspect or, and shall specify 
in such notice the character and call se of the acc i(lent, aud the name or uames of the 
persons killed and injured, with the extent aud nature of the injuries Rustained; 
when any p e rsonal injury, of which notice is required to be sent under this sectiou, 
resnlts in the death of the persou injureil , noti ce in writing shall be sent to the 
insp ector within twenty-four honrs after sllch r1 ea.th comes to the knowledge of the 
owner, agent or manager; and whenlosR of life oc .. nrs in any mine by explosion, or 
accident, the owner, agent or manager of such mine shall notify the inspector forth-
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with of the fact, and it shall be the duty of the inspector to go himsolf, or send a 
representative, at once to tbe mine in wh ich said death occtU'red, and inll \lire into 
the caUSjl of the same, and to make a written report, fully setting forth the condi­
tion of the part of the miue where such dcath occllrred, and the cause which led to 
the same ; which report shall be fi led b y the inspector in his office as a matter of 
record, and for futllre refereuce. For any injury to pcrson or property, occasion ed 
by any willflll or intentional violation of this act, or a ny willflll failure to comply 
with its provisions by an y owner, agent or mana~er of the nline, a right of action 
shall accrue to the p arty injnred for any direct damage h o may have sllstaincd 
thereby; and, in any case of loss of life by rea on of s uch willful neglect of [orJ 
failure a foresaid, a right of action shall aCCl'1Ie to the personal representative of tlle 
deceased, aM in' other actions for wrongful death for like recovery of damages for 
the injury sustained. 

SEC. 7. The owner, agent or manager of any mine shall also give notice to the 
inspector in any or all of the followin g eases: 1. When allY working is commenced 
for the purpose of opening a new shnft, lope or mine, to whieh thili act applies. 2. 
When any mine is aballlloned, or the work ing thereof tliscontiuued. 3. 'When the 
worldng of any miues is recomlllcnce!1 after an abandonmen t or discontinuance 1'01' a 
period exceeding three months. 4. When a sll neeze or' crnsh, or any other cause or 
change, may seem to atJ'ect the sat'ety of persons employed in the llIine, or wIJeu lire 
occurs . No hoy under twelve 'years o f age shall be allowell to work in an y mine, 
and in all cases of minors :lpplyiug Jot' work, the agl' nt o f sl1ch miuo sh all see thnt 
the provisions of tb i ~ sect,iou are not violated; a nll the inspector m ay, when doubt 
exists as to the ago of any llIinot's found working in [tuy mille, qualify and examine 
the said minor, or his pareuts as to his age. In case any coal miuer does not, in 
appliances for the safety of the persous working therein, conform to the provisions 
of this act, ot' th e owner or agent disregard the requirements of this act, an y co nrt 
of compet ent jurisdiction ma,v , 011 applicatioll of the inspector, by civ il action in the 
llame of the State, enjoin or rostrain the oWller or agent from working or operating 
such mine un t il it is made to con form to the provisions of this act; and such rem­
edy shall be cumulati ve, alltl sh :lll not take the plrlce of or :tlfect tiny other proceed­
ings against such owner or agent anthorized by la w for the matter complained of in 
sllch action. 
S~;C . 8. The provisions of th is act shall not apply or affcct any mine in which not 

more than t en IIlen are enlplo~'ed at tho same tilll e ; bu t the inspect or sha ll at all 
times h ave free ingress to sllch min e'S for the purpose of exami nation an!l inspectIOn 
and shall direct and e'nforce any regnlation in acconlance wi th t ll e pl'oYi~ious of 
this act that he may deem necessa ry for the safety of the health and lives of the 
miners employed therein; whosoever kll owin gly violates any of the provisiolls of 
this act or does anythillg whereby t he life or healtlJ of the pm'sous or the socnrity 
of any mine anclmachinery are endangered, 01' a ny miner or other person elllployed 
in any mine governed by the st:ltlltes, who in tenti onally or willfnlly n eglects or 
refuses to scclll'ely prop tho roof of any working place untie I' 11 is control, or neglects 
01' refuses to obey any onler~ given by the su perin teudent of a mille iu r elatioll to 
the security of a mine in the part thereof where he is at wor\, nllt! for fifteen feet 
back of his working place, or :loH y miner, workman or other llerson wbo shall kuow­
ingly injnre any wMer gauge, barometer, air-conrse or hratti ce, 01' sllall obstruct or 
throw open any air-wa.ys, or shall IJandl e or di~tl1rb any part of the machill er .y of 
the hoisting engine or sigualin g apparatns or wire con net-ted therewith, or air-pipes 
or fittings, or open It rloor of the mille and not ha,\'e the same closed again whore by 
clanger is produced either to the min e or those that work therein, or who shall enter 
any part of the mine against callt ion, 01' who shalllliso bey allY order giv~n in pnr­

,snan ce of this act, or who shall do allY willf'ul act whereby tbe liv('s amI henlth of 
the p ersons workiug in the mines or the sccu rity of the mine or the machinery 
thercof is eudangered, or person havin g charge of :I mine whell ever loss of life 
occllrs by accident connected with the machit,, ' ry of s ll ch mine or by explosion, who 
n eglccts or refuses to give noti ce therl'ot' forthwith b y mail or otherwise to the 
illspector ami to the coroner of thl) county ill which s uch min e is s itnated, or an y 
sHch coroner who neglects or refuses to hold an inqnest upon th e l)olly of t,be person 
whose death has been thus cansed, aud return It copy of hi s Jilltlillgs and a copy of 
all t he testimony to the illspector, shall be gnilty of IIll1istlemeanor, and upon COII­

viction lin ed not Jess thau fifty dollars or impri soned ill the count.y jail not more 
thall thirty days or both. The owner, agent or opera.tor of every coa l min e s hall 
l,ecp a supply of timber constan tly on hand, and sIJa II d eli vel' the sallle to the work­
ing pln ce of the mill er, and no min er shall be held r es ponsibl e for acc ident which 
may OCCllr in the mine where the provisions of th is section h a \-e 110t been complied 
with by the owner, agent or operator thereof, resulting directly or indirectly [from] 
the failure to deliver snch timber. 

SEC. 9. This act shall be in force from and after its ratification . 
RatifIed tho 9th clay of March, A. D. 18!)7. 
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VOL. n.-PRIVATE LAWS. 

CHAPTER 56.-Fellow-slwvant act-Rail"oad compa.nies. 

[NOTE.-This chapter was puulishefl in Bulletin of t he Department of Labor No. 
11, page 547, and is therefore omitted here. ] 

NORTH DAKOTA. 

ACTS OF 1897. 

CHAPTER 108.-Convict labOl·. 

SECTION 1. No person in any prison, penitentiary, or other place for the confinement 
of of renders in said State, shall be reI) uiretl or allowed to work while under sentence 
thereto, at any trade, industry or occupation wherein or whercby his work, 01' tile 
product or profit of llis work, Rhall he farmell out, contractei! an d given, or soli! to 
any person, fil'lll, association or torporation; lJllt this act sh all not ue so constrll ed 
so as to prevent the pro!luct of the Jabor of cOllvi cts from beiug disposed of to the 
State, or any poli t ical divisioll thereof, or to a.ny puulic institu tion owned or man­
aged by the St ate or any politicfLl di vision thereof for their own IIse; l'l'ovided, That 
nothing in this a ct shall prohihit the Hse of cOllvict buor by the State in carrying 
on any farming operations or in the manufactnre of urick, or prohibits the State 
from disposing of the IlrOceeds of such ent~rpri ses . 

S"C. 2. All acts or parts of acts inconsistent with t he provisions of this act are 
hereby repealed. 

8"c. 3. This act shall take effect and b e in force from a nd after November 1, A. D. 
1897. 

Approved March 2d, 1897. 

UTAH. 

ACTS OF 1897. 

CHAPTER n.-Seats fol' fem(£l e employee8. 

SECTION 1. The proprietor, manager or person having charge of any store, shop, 
hote l, restauraut or other place where women or g irls are employed as clerks or belp 
therein, shall provide chairs, st oo ls or other contriv ances whcre such clerks or help 
may rest when lIOt employed in the disch arge of their respective dnties. 

SEC. 2. Any person who shall violate any of the provis ions of this act shall be 
guilty of a misdemeanor. 

SEC. 3. Tb is act shall take effect upon approval. 
Approved February 24th, 1897. 

CIIAl'TEH 19.-Weighing co(£l at lninB3. 

SECTION 1. The owners, agent or operator, of every coal mine in this State, at 
which the min ers are paid by weight, Mballl)roYido at suc.;h mines suitahle and ac.;Cll­
rate scal es of standard manufact nre for the weighing of all coal wbic.:h shall be 
hoisted or delivered from sneh mill es: l'l'ol"i.d{'d, That w hen coal is weigh l'd in the 
miner 's car, snch car shallue brongh t to a staudstill 0 11 th o scales ucfore the weight 
is taken . 

SICC. 2. The owner, agent or operator of Imch mine sha.ll r eqnire the person a uthor­
ized to wei O'h the coal fieliveret1 from saicl mine to ue sworn before some l)erson 
baving autbority to adlllinister an oath, to keep the scales correctly b alan ced, to 
:1Ccul'ately weigh and to corrcctly record the gross 01' screened weight to the nearest 
t,eu pounds of each miller's car of coal deli vered from snch mine, a nd such oath shall 
he k ept eO llspicnonsl~' l)osted at t he place of weilYhing. The recon1 of the coal 
min ed by each miner shall b e k ept separate, aud slmll he op~lIed to llis inspection at 
al l r easonable hours, and also for the inspection of all other persons pecuniarily iuter ­
ested in snch Illine. 

SEC. 3. In all coal mines in this State the miners employed and working therein may 
flll'1lish a competent check-weighman at their OWJl expense, who shall at all proper 
times have full rigbt of access and examina,tion of s uch scales, machinery or appa­
ratus and seeing all measures, a nd weigh ts of coal mined and accounts k ept of the 
same, Provided, That not more than one person on behnlf of the miners collectively 
shall have such right of acccss, examinat ion alld inspection of scales, measnres and 
accounts at the same time, and that such persons shall make no unnecessary iuter-
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ference with the use of such scales, machinery or apparatus. The agent of the min­
ers as aforesaid shall, before entering upon his duties, make aud subscribe to an oath 
before some officer duly authorizerl to administer oat11s, that he is duly q ualifi ed and 
will faithfully discharge the duties of check-weighman. Such oath shall be k ept 
conspicuously posted at the pl ace of weighing. 

SEC. 4. Any person, cOUllJany or firm having or using any scale or scales for the 
purpose of weighiug the ontput of coal at mines so ar ranged or constrncted that 
fraudulent weighing maybe done thereby, orwho shall knowingly r esort to or employ 
a ny means whatsoever by reason of which such coal is not correctly weighed or 
reported in accordance with the provisions of thiij act; or any w eighman or check­
weighmau wh o shall frandul eutly w eigh or record the weights of such coal, or 
connive at or consent to such fraudulent weighing, shall be deemed guilty of a 
misdemeanor. 

SEC. 5. Any person, owner or agent operating a coal mine in this State who sball 
fail te comply w ith the provisioll s of thiij act, or who shall obstruct or hiuder the 
carrying ou t of its req uirements, shall be deemed g ll ilt~T of a misdemeanor; P"ovided, 
That tho provisionG of this act shall apply only to coal mines in which ten or more 
miners are employ ell in a perioll of twenty-fonr hours. 

SEC. 6. It shall be the duty of the coal mine inspector, in addition to his other 
duties, to examine all scales used at any coal mine iu the State for the purpose of 
weighiug coal taken out of such mine j and ouinspection, if found in correct, he shall 
notify the owner or ageut of any such mill e that s uch sCltles are iucorrect; aud aftcr 
such notice it shall be unlawful for auy owner or agent to use, or suffer the same to 
be nsed, until such scales are so fixed that the same will give the true and correct 
weight. Any persou violating the provisions of this section shall be deemed guilty 
of a misdemeanor. 

Approved March 6th,1897. 

CHAPTER 50-SUBCHAPTER 8.-Protection of employee8 a8 voter8. 

SECTION 7. ~ It shall [be] nnla,wful for any employer, either corporation, 
association, company, firm or person in p a.ying its, their or his employees the salary 
or wages due them, to iuclose th eir pay in" l)ay envelopes" on which there is writ­
t en or printed any lJOli tical mottoes, devices or argumen ts, containing threats, express 
or implied, iutended or cal culated to influence the political opiniou, views, or action 
of snch employee . 

Nor shall it be lawful for a.ny employer, either corporation, association, company, 
firm or person, within ninety days of any election provided by law, to pnt lip or oth­
erwiseexhibitin its, their, or his factory, workshop, mine. mill, boarding house, office, 
or other establishmcnt or place where its, their, or his employees may be w orking Ol' 
be present in the course of such em ployment, any handbill, notice, or placll nl, con­
taining allY threat

j 
notice, or inform'ttion, that in case any particular ti cket or call­

didateshallor sha 1 not be elect.cd, work iu its, their, or his establishment shall cease 
in whole or iu part, or its, their, or bis establiMhment be closed, or the wag-es of its, 
their, or his workL1len be reduced; or other threats, express or implied, intended or 
calculated to influence the IJolitical opiuions or actious of its, their, or his employees. 

Any person Ol' persous, or corporation violating any of the provisions of this sec­
tion shall be deemed guilty of a misrlemen nor, aud any person, whether acting in his 
individual capacity or as au officer or ageut of any corporation, so guilty of such mis­
demea.nor sha.ll be pnuishcll as hereinafter pre cri bed. 

SEC. 8. It shall be unlawflll for a ny corporation or any officer or agent of any 
corporation to influence or attempt to influeuce, by force, violeuce, or restraint, or 
by inflicting or threatening to infli ct all.Y injnry, damage, h arm, or loss, or by dis­
charging from employmcnt or I)l"Olllotillg in employment, or by intimidation, or 
otherwise in any mann er whatever to inrlnce or compel any employee to vote or 
refrain from voting at anyelectiou provided by law, or to vote or re/i'ain from voting 
for any lJarticular person or persons, meaSllre or measures, at any such election. 
Any such corporati ou, or any olll ccr or agf'nt of sncb corporation, violating auyof 
the provisious of this sect ion shall be deemed gnilty of a misdemcanor auu be snb­
ject to the peualty hereinafter providcrl, aud ill adclition t ber eto, any corporation 
violatiug this section shall forfeit its charter amI right to do business in this State. 

Sl~C. 19. Any l)erson entitled to avote at a g-eneral election held withiu this State, 
shall, on the day of sncb electi on, be entitlcd to absent himself from auyemplo.v­
ment ill wh ich h e is then engagcd or employed for a period of two hours b etwecn the 
time of opening anll the t ime of closing the polls, and any such absence shall not be 
sufficient reason for the discharge of any snch p erson from sllch service or employ­
meut, aud snch voter sball Bot, because of so absenting himself, be liable to any 
penalty, nor shall any deductiou be made 011 account of snch absence, from his usual 
salary or wages except wb en such employee is employed and paid by the honr t P,'o­
vided, That application shall be made for such leave of absence prior to the flay of 
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election. The employer may specify the hours during which such employee may 
absent himself as aforesaid. Any person or corporation who shall refuse to his or 
its employees the privilege hereby conferred, or who shall subj ect an employee to a. 
penalty or r eduction of wages because of the exercise of such privilege, or who shall, 
directly or indirectly violate the provisions of this title shall be deemed guilty of a. 
misdemeanor. 

SEC. 21. All acts, omissions, and neglects of any person, official, or corporation, 
made an ofi'ense by the provisions of this title [sections 7, 8, and 19 above], and the 
punishment for which is not expressly designated, shall be punished by a fine of not 
lesB than one hundred nor more than one thousand dollars, or b y imprisonment in 
the county j ail for not more than one year, or by both such fine and imprisonment, 
and shall also forfeit the right to vote at such election; ana any elector whose right 
to vote shall be challenged for such cause shall be r equired to swear or affirm that 
the matter of the challenge is untrue, before his vote shall be received. Any person 
so offending against any provision of this title is a competcnt witness against any 
other person so offending, and may be compelled to attend and t estify upon any 
trial, hearing, proceeding or investigation in the same manner as an y other person. 
But the testimony so given shall not be used iu any prosec ution or proceeding, civil 
or criminal, against the person 80 t estifying except for perjury in giving such testi­
mony. A person so testifying shall not thereafter be liable to indictment, prosecu­
tion, or punishment for the oft'ense with r eference to which hiB testimony was given, 
ana may plead or prove the giving of testimony accordingly, in bar of such indict­
ment or prosecution. 

SEC. 22. The provisions of t his chapter shall extend, so far aB applicable, to all 
elections provided by l aw, special, general, municipal or school. 

Approved March 11th, 1897. 

CHAPTER 63.-E8tablishment of a bl'anch of the State Miners' H08pital. 

SECTION 1. There shall be established at Park City, Summit County, a branch of 
the State Miners' Hospital for the treatment of the sick and disabled miners of the 
State, t o be known as t he Branch of th e State Minerij' Hospital. 

SEC. 2. The government and control of the Branch of t.he State Miners' Hospital 
shall be vested in a board of commissioners to consist of the goveruor and two other 
members appointed by the govern or, by and with the con~ent of the senate, who 
shall be known as the ' board of commissioners of the Branch of the State Miners' 
Hospital. 

SEC. 3. The board may contract and be contract ed with, and may sne amI be sued, 
in all -matters concerning t,he hospital. It may take and hold by purchase, gift, 
bequest, or devise real and personal property required for iis uses, and it may con­
vert property and credit.s received by girt, bequest, or devise and not suitable for 
its use into money and property available for its uses . 

SEC. 4. The board may appoint a secretary, a treasurer, a medical superintendent, 
and such other officers as it may deem necessary, and may make by-laws for its own 
government, and shall h ave general control and management of the a/birs of the 
hospital. A majority of the members of the board shall constitute a quorum for 
the t ransaction of business. 

SEC. 5. The board m ay r emove any officer or employee of the hospital by a major­
ity vote of its number , for neglect of duty or for refusal to comply with the by-laws 
made for the establishment and govemment of the institntion. 

SEC. 6. On or before the first day of .January of each year, the board shall certify 
to the State auditor the n umber of indigent patients, the number of pay patients, 
and the number of pat ients who pay in part, and also the amount paid by each. 

SEC. 7. Application for admission to th e hospital must be made to the medical 
superintendent under such rules and regulations as the board may establish. 

SEC. 8. In case a person r eceived into the hospital shall be possessor I of property 
sufficient to pay the costs of treatment, or any part of the same, he shall be admitted 
on such t erm s as the board may fix: Provided, That the hospital shall be free to any 
indigent miner. 

SEC. 9. The rel atives or friends of any patient in the hospital may pay any portion 
or all of his expenses therein. Patients who desire it, and shall be able to pay the 
expenses thereof, may be provided with a special attendant or have such other 
special care as t he superintendent may deem expedient. 

SEC. 10. No patient having an infectious or contagious disease shall be admitted 
into t he hospital. 

SEC. 11. This a ct shall take effect only upon condition that there shall be donated 
and convey ed to the State a suitable site for such hospital, to be subject to the 
approval of the board of commissioners hercinbefore provided for, and on the further 
condition that there shall be donated and actually paid to the said board of commis­
sion~l's the sum of five thousand dollars as a, fUD!), ~o \t.SS\B~ ~J;l. t he building of th e 
hospl tal herein provided for. 
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SEC. 12. Tho sum offivo thonsand dollars is llereby appropriated to be nsed under 
the direction and control of the said board of oommissioners in the erection of a 
bnilding for sll ch hospi tal. 

The board of commissioners may ~xpend in the maintenance of tho hospital such 
sums us Illay l)e p aieL iuto the same by patiellts, a ud may also receive gifts, bequests, 
and devises of perso nal and real estat e anll a pply the same, or the proceeds thereof, 
according to the intention oftho uODors, for th e u se an cl b on of"it of:" the hospital. 

Th o board sh all make semianllllal report to the g overnor of all its transactions. 
Approved March 11th, 1897. 

WASHINGTON. 

ACTS OF 1897. 

CllAPTlm 17.-Competent ?Jtelt only to be employed on 81?'eet ?·oilways. 

SECTION 1. Hereafter street railways or street car companies or str eet car corpora_ 
tions, shall employ noue but experienced amI competent men to operate or Ilssist aOl 
conductor, motorman or gripman, in operating cars or dummies npon any str ee t 
railway or street car line in this State. 

SEC. 2. Any violation of section 1 of this a ct b y the presiflent, secretary, manager, 
superintendent, assistant superintendent, stockhold~r , or other officer or employee 
of any company or corporation ownin g or operating any street railway or street car 
lines, or any receiver of strcet r a ilways or street car com pan ies, or street railway or 
street car corporations appoiutecl by any cour t within tillOl State to opera.te such car 
line shall, upon conviction thereof be deom 3cl guilty of a misdemeanor, amI subject 
the offendor for such offense to a line in any amount of not less than $50, nor more 
than $200, or imprisonment in the county j ail for a t erm of thirty (30) days, or both 
suoh fine and imprisonment, at the tli seretion of the court. 

Approved by the govemor February 18, 1897. 

CHAPTER 22.- Wa!Jes p1'eferred in ad?Jtini8tration. 

SECTION 1. Section 1075 of volume 2 of Hill's Annotatotl Statutes and Codes ot 
Washington, is hereby alllenuell to road as follows; Seotion 1075. The debts of t he 
estate shall be paid in t llO following oruer; 

4tb. Wages (lue for labol" performed withiu lIinoty days immediately proceding 
the d eath of docedent. 

Approved by the governor February 25, 18U7. 

CHAPTER 29.-BII1·el£1t of lab01·. 

SECTION 1. A commissioner of labor and one assistant rommissioner to act as fac­
tory, mill and railroad inspeotor, shall bo appointl'd by th o govemor; they, togeth er 
with the inspector of coal minos, shall constitute a bnreau of bbor. On the first 
Mond ay in April, 1 97, and every fonr years t hereafter, tlle g-ovorllor shall appo int 
two sllitl1ble persons, ono to act as commissioner of labor, with il eallquarters at the 
oapital, ltnd the other apI)ointee to ltct as f'LCtory, mill aIllI railroad inspector, both 
of whom sball hold of'llce until th ei r succI'ssors aro nppointed a nd qualifi ed. 

SEC. 2. It shall be the duty of tile ofliccrs ltnd elllployees of the said bnreau to 
cause to be enforcetl all laws reg-nlatillg the empl oyment of olJil elron, millors and 
women; all laws established for the p1"l)t,eotion of the h ealth, li ves andlim hs of oper­
ntors in workshops, factorios, mills ana min es, on rnilroads and in other places, and 
all l aws enactetl for the protection of the wor1dng dasses, 'LIltl declaring it a misde­
meanor on th e part of employers t.o requiro as n oondition of employmell t the sur­
r ender of any right of citi7.enship, laws rel-:ulatillg a ndllrcscribiug the 'lualifieations 
of persons in trades and h rL udicraf"ts, and sil1lilar laws now iu force or hereafter to 
be enactca. It shall also be the Illlty of the olli cer s and employeos of tho bnreau to 
coll ect, assort, arrange ana llrcsent ill biennial reports to thll legislatnre, ou or before 
tho first Monday in January, stati sticall1etai ls relatillg" to n11 dep,utments of labor 
in the E~ate; to the subjects of cooperation, s tril( es or other labor difficulties; to 
trade lllllons nnd other labor organizations al1 el t heir effects npon labor and capital; 
and to such other matters relating to the oommercial, industrial, social, eduoational, 
moral allcl sanitary conditions of the laboring classes, and the permanent prosperity 
of the respectiv~ industries of the State as tho buroau may b o able to ~ather. III 
its biennial reports the bureau shall also give an account of all l)rocoedings of its 
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officers and employees which have been taken in accordance with the provisions of 
this act or of any other acts herein r e ferred to, including a statement of all violations 
of law which have been observed, and tbe proceedings under the same, and shall 
join with snch account such remarks, suggestions and recommendations as the com­
missioner may deem necessary. 

SEC. 3. It shall be th e duty of e,ery owner, operator or ma,no.ger of eve1'Y factory, 
workshop, mill, mine or other establisbment where lab or is employed, to make to the 
bureau, upon lJ1a1l ks fnrnished b ;V sai(l bureau , sucb reports and returns as the saill 
hureau may r e<]llire, for the purpose of compiling such labor statistics as are author­
ized by this :t( ' t, an(l the owner or bnsin ess man ager shall make such reports amI 
returns within the time prescribed therei'or b y tbe commissioner of la),)or, and shall 
certi fy to the correctness of t,he samo. In tbe reports of saiel bureau no use shall be 
made of the llames of indiv idna ls , firms or corporations snpT'lying the information 
called for by t hi s section , sn~h informa tion bein g deemed confidential and not for the 
purpose of disc lof;in~ perannal affairs , allli any officer, agent or employee of said 
burean violating' this lwov ision sball forfeit a sum not exceeding five hundred dol­
lars, or b e imprisoned for not more than one year. 

SEC. 4. The commissioner or eit.her inspector of tbe bureau of labor shall have 
the pow er to isslle subpo'nas, administer oaths and take testimony in all matters 
relating to the duties herei n required by such burean, snch t estimony to be t aken in 
som e snitable place in the vi cinity to which t est illlOny is applicable. Witnesses Bub­
p<rnaed and testify ing before any offi cer of tbe said imrean shall be paid the same 
lees as witnesses before a snp(' ri or conrt, such payment to be made from the con­
tingent fund of the bureau. An y 11er80n duly subprenaedllnder provisions of this 
Rection " 'ho sball willfully neglect or rI ' fURe to atten d or testi fy at the time and place 
named iu the subpo>na sball be guilty of misdemeanor, am1, 11p011 conyiction thereof, 
before any court of compet ent jurisdi ction, Rhall be l"111i~hed h,Y a fiue not less than 
twenty· five dollars nor more t,b:m cne hundred dollars, or by imprisonment in the 
cOllnty .iailnot exceeding thirty clays. 

SEC. 5. The commission er of labor, or any inspector or employee of the bureau of 
lahor, shall have power to enter any factory, mill, mine, ottice, workshop or pllblic 
or private wod!s at any time for the purpose of gathering facts and statistics such 
as are contemi)lated b y t,bis act, aneL to ('xn min e into the methods of protection from 
l'Ianger to employees, and the sanitary condi tion in and around such buildings and 
plac(>s, and make a record thereof, and any owner or occupant of Raid factory, mill, 
mine, office or workshop or pnhlic or private wnrl,s, or his agent or agents, who shall 
refnse to allow an inspector or elllployee of tbe said bnreau to so enter, shall be 
deemed guilty of misdemeanor, a nd npou con\"i ction thereof, befortl any court of 
competent jurisdiction, shall be pnnished by n. fine of not less than twenty· five dol­
lars nor more than one hllnrlre(l dollars, or ho imprisoned in the county jail not to 
exceed ninety days, for each and ever y offense. 

S~;C . 6. No report or return made to thes:lirl blll'eau in accordance with the provi­
sions of this act, anli no scbedllle, record or documents gathered or returned by the 
commissioners or inspectors, shall be ri eRtroyN1 within two years of the receipt or 
collection thereof, sncb reports, sch e<lules an<l documents being declared pnblic 
docllments. At the expiration of the period of two years above referred to in this 
section, all records, sch <' dules and papers accnlllulat.ing in the said burean that may 
be considered of no vnlue by the commissioner may be destroyed: Provided, The 
authority of the govern or be first obtnined for snch destruction. 

SEC. 7. In addition to the bureau of bbor the commissioner of labor, bv and with 
the consent of tbe governor, sball have th e power to employ such other' assistants 
and incur such other expense as ma.y be neccssary to discharge the duties of ~aid 
bnreau; sncb aRsistants sball be p aid for th e service rendered SilCh compensation as 
tbe commissioner of lo.bor m ay deem proper, but no such assistant shall be paid more 
than three dollars ($3) per day and biR necessary tra.voling expenses. 

SEC. 8. Tbe biennial reports of the bnreau of labor, provided for by section 2 of 
this act, ~han be printed in the samo manner and nnder the same regulations as the 
reports of the executive officers of the State: Provided, That not less than five hlm­
dred copies of tbe r eport shall ho distributed, as the judgment of the commissioner 
mny deem best. The blanks and oth er stationery required by the bnreau of labor ill 
a ccordance with the provisions of this act shall be furnished by the secretary of 
state, and paid for from tbe printing fund of the St a te. 

S~:C. 9~ Tbe salary of the commis~ioner of labor, provided for by this act, shall be 
twelve hundred dollars ($1,200) per anllum. The salary of tbe factory, mill and rail­
way inspect.or shaH be twelve hundred dollars ($1,200) per annnm, and they shall be 
allowed t,heir actual an(l necessary trn\'eling expenses. 

SEC. 10. There is hereby approT'ria.t~d out of any money in the treasnry, not other­
wise appropriated, the sum of eight thollsand dollars ($8,000), or so mnch thereof aB 
may be n ecessary to carry out the provi Rions of this act. 

Approved by the governor March ~, 1897. 
4584--~o. 16----14 
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CHAPTER 44.-Contractor's bond, security for 1vages of employees. 

SECTION 1. Section 2415, volume 1, Hill's Annotated Code of "Wash ington, is hereby 
amended to read as follows: "\Vhenever any board, council, commission, trustees or 
body acting for the State or any county or mnn icipality or other ]mblic body shall 
con"tr act with an.y person or corporation t.o do any work for the Stat e, county or 
municipality, or other public body, city, town or district, s nch board, council, com­
mission, trustees or body shall require th e person or persons with wh om such con­
tract is made.to make, execnte and «eli ver to such board, cou ncil, commission, trustees 
or body a good and sufficient bond, with two or more sureties, condit ioned that sllch 
persou or ]lersons shall ]lay all laborers, mechanics and subcontractors and material 
men, a,ncl a,ll persons who shall supply such person or persons or snbcontractors with 
provisiolls and supplies for the carry ing ou of such work, a ll jnst debts, dues and 
demands incnrred in the performance of such work, w hi ch bond shall be fil ed with 
the co unty a,uditor of the county where such work is performed or improvemeut made, 
and, any persou or persons performing services or furnishing material to a,ny sub­
coutractor sha,1l have th e sa,me rig-ht nnder the provisions of snch bon d a,s if such 
work, services or material waA furnishcd to the origina l contmctor. 

Approved by the governor March 6, 1891. 

CHAPTER 45.-Inspection and regulations of coal mines. 

SECTION 1. For the purposeR of this ac t, this State shall b e divided into inspection 
districts, each district to conta in not less than ten nor more tha,n sixty coa,l miues, 
each district to be under the supervision of an inspector of coal mines, the manner 
of whose a,ppointment shall be as follows: Provided, Tha,t there sha,ll be appointed 
but one inspector until sixty coal mines sha,ll be in operation in this State. The 
governor sh all , upon the recommendation of a board, to be by him seJected and 
appointed for the purpose of examining candidates for appointment to the office of 
mine inspector nnder the provisions of this act, a,ppoint a properly qualified person 
or persons to fill the office of in~pector of coal mines for this Sta,te. The commis­
sions of sa,id inspector or inspectors shall be for the term of four years, and inspect­
ors shall be at all times subj ect to remova,l from office for n eglect of duty or 
llmlfeas,mce in th e discharge of their duties. grud boa,r<l shall COil sist of one prac­
tiea,l coal miner, one owner or operator of a coal mine, and one mining engineer, all 
of whom sha,ll be s worn to a, faithful discharge of their duties. The said inspectors 
shall be citizens of t he State of Washington, a,nd shall h ave h a,d at lea,st five year s' 
practical experience in cOILi mining. Such person or persons so appointed as inspector 
shaH devote their entire time to the duties of the office, and shall possess other 
qtmlifica,tions a,t present defined by the l a,ws of t he State of ' Vashington, an d not 
inconsistent with the provisions of this act. Ea,ch of such insp ectors shall give 
bond in the sum of two thonsand dollars, "With snreties to he approved by a judge of 
a, snperior conrt of the county in whi ch he resides, conditioned for the faithful per­
formance of his duties, a,n(1 ta ke all oath (or affirmation ) to discha,rge his duties 
impa,rtially and with fidelity, to the best of his lmowledge and a bilit.y. The salary 
of each of such inspectors shall be fifteen hnndred dol:ars ($1,500) per annum, and 
he shall have in a,ddition thereto his actnal milea,ge p aid out for tmvelin~ while in 
the performance of his duties under the provisions of this act, and the audltor of the 
Sta,t e is hereby anthorized a,nd directecl to draw his warrant on the State treasurer 
in favor of each of snch inspectors for the amount due them for their sa,laries quar­
terly, to be pa,id out of any moneys in the treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

SEC. 2. The board of examiners provlded for in the next preceding section, shall 
be appointed by the governor and shall hold office for four years. They sh all meet 
immediately after the passage of this act, at th e State capital, for the pnrpose of 
examining candida,t~s for the office of mine inspector under the provisions of this 
act, and at snch times tberea,fter when notiftecl by the governor that from a,ny Cl~use 
the office of mine inspector has or is about to become vaca,ut. They shall receive as 
compensa,tioLl fi"e dollars per d a.y while a,ctually and necessarily employed, a,nd five 
cents p",r mile for distance necessarily tmveled . 

SIW. 3. Wh ere a mine has only one means of ingress and egress, a daily record 
must be kept by the owner or person in charge of said min e, showiug the actual 
number an(1 the names of each and every person ent ering the mine for any purpose 
wha,tever, and should a greater ul1mber of persons than t wenty-four be a,llowed in 
the mine, ul1der any circumstances, a,t any time, it I:!ha,ll be the duty of any jud1-!e of 
the superior court of the county ill which Ra id mine is situate, w hen it shall be 
shown to the Ratisfat' tion of said conrt that more than twenty-fonr p ersons were 
allowed in said mine at anyone time, to issue an order closing said mine until a, 
second opening is completed. 

SEc.4. The owner, a1-!ent or opemtor of every coal mine, whether op erated by 
shafts, slopes or driftR, Rhall provide in every coal mine a goodltnd sufficient amount 
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of ventilation for such persons and animals a<l may be employed therein, the amollnt 
of air in circulation to be in no case less than one hundred cubi c feet per minute for 
each man, boy, horse or mule employed in said mine, and aR mucb more as the 
inspector may direct, and said air must be made to cir culate through the shafts, 
levels, stables and working places of each mine, and on tbe traveling roads to and 
from all such working places. Every mine shall be diYided into districts or splits, 
and not more than seventy-five persons shall be employed at anyone time in each 
district or split: Provided, That where the inspector gives permission in writing a 
greater number than sevent y-five men, but not to exceed ou e hundred men may be 
employed in each of said splits: P"ovided also, Tbat in all mines already developed, 
where, in the opinion of the mining inspector, the syRtem of splitting the air can not 
be adopted except at extraordin l1l'Y or unreasonable expense, such mine or mines 
will not be reqUIred to adopt said'split air·system, anll the o\\'ner or operator of any 
coal mine shall have the right of appeal from any order reqniring the air to be split, 
to the examining board provided for in section 1 of this act, and said boanl shall, 
after investigation, confirm or revoke the orders of the mining inspector. Each dis­
trict or split shall be ventilated by a separate and distinct current of air, conducted 
from the downcast through said district, nnd thence direct t,) the upcast, On all 
main roads where doors are required, they shall be so arranged that when one door 
is open the other shaH remain closed, so that uo ai r shall be diverted . In all mines 
where fire-damp is generated, every working place shall be examined every morning 
with a safety l amp by a competent person, and a record of suoh examination shall 
be entered by the person making the same iu a book to be kept at the mine for that 
purpose, and said book must always be produced for examination at the r equest of 
the inspector. 

SEC. 5. The quantities of air in circulation shall be ascertained with an anemom­
eterj such measurements shall be made by the mine inspector nt the inlet and outle~ 
air-ways, also at or near the face of encb gaugwny, and nt the nearest cross-hending 
to the face of the inside and outside chamber, breast or pillar where men are 
employed, and the headings .hallnot be driven more than sixty feet from the face of 
each chnmber, breast or pillar, uuleRs for the r eason that he deems the same prac­
ticable, the inspector gives permiss ion in writing to extend the distnnce beyond 
sixty feet. 

SEC. 6. No coal mine shall be considered a coal mine for the purpose of enumera­
tion in a district to incrense the number of inspectors unless ten men or more nre 
employed at one time in or about the mine, nor shall mines employing less thnn ten 
men be subject to the provisions of this act. It shall be the duty of the owner, 
agent or operator of nny mine employing less than ten men in or about said mine to 
immediately notify the inspector when ten men or more are employed at nny one 
time, sa,id notice to be given within one week . Failure on the part of nny owner, 
agent or operator to comply with this provision shall render the offender liable to a 
fine of not less than twenty dollars or more than one hundred dollars, with an addi­
tional penalty of five dollars per day for each day said notice is neglected to be 
given. 

SEC. 7. It shall be the duty of the inspector of mines to enforce the provisions of 
this act, and of all other acts for the re~ulation of coal mines, in accordance with 
section 2230, vol. 1, Hill's Code, nnd any lllfringement of the provisions of this act 
shall subject the offender to the same penaJt.ies as are provided in section 2232, and 
2238 of vol. 1, Hill's Code, unless otherwise provided for in this act. 

SEC. 8. If at any time the ventilating mnchinery should break down or otherwise 
cease operation, or if it is found by the person for the time being in charge of the 
mine, or any pnrt thereof, that by reason of noxiolls gases prevailing in such mine, 
or such part thereof, or of any cause whatever, the mine or said pnrt is dangerous, 
every workman shall be withdrawn from the mine, or su cb pnrt thereof ns is so 
found da,n gerous, and a competent person, who shnll be nppointed for the purpose, 
shall inspect the mine or such part thereof ns is so found dangerolls, and if the danger 
arises from inflammable gas, shall inspect the snme with a locked safety lamp, ana 
in every case shall make a true report of the condition of such mine, or the part 
thereof, and a workman shall not, except in so far as is necessary for inquiring into 
the cause of danger, or' for the removal thereof, or for exploration, be rendmitted 
into the mine, or such part thereof as was so found daugerous, ;lntil the same is 
stated in such report not to be d ~ !'lgerous. Every such report shnll be recorded in 
a book which shall be kept at tue mine for that purpose, and shall be signed by the 
p erson making the same. 

SEC. 9. The engineer in oharge of any ventilating fan or apparatus must k eep the 
same running as the manager of the mine directs in writing. In case of accident to 
the boiler of fau machinery, he shall immedintely notify the mine manager or fore· 
man. If ordinary repairs of the fnn or machinery become n ecessary, he must give 
timely notice to the mine mnnager or foreman and await bis instructions before 
stopping it. He shall also examine, nt the beginning of ench shift, nU tbe fan bear­
ings, stayt! and other parts, and see that they are kept in perfect working order. He 
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shall not stop the fan except on the order of tbe mine manager or foreman, unless it 
should become impossible to run the fan or necessary to stop it to l,reven t uestruc­
tion. He shall then at once stop i t amI notify the mine manager or foreman imme­
diately and give immeuiate warnillg to persons in the mine. 

Approved by the governor March 6, 1897. 

CHAPTER 47.-1)'allc-ma1·ks of 11'alle union8, eto. 

SECTION], Whenever ::my persoll, or any association or union of workingmen has 
heretofore adopted or used, or shall hereafter adopt or lIse, and h as filed as hereinafter 
pr ovided any label, trade-mark, term, design, device 01' form of ad vertisement for the 
purpose of designatiug, making known, or distin<Yuishing any goods, wares. merchan­
dise or other product of l abor, as h~L\'illg been made, manufactured, produced, pre­
pared, packed or put on sale by such person or association or nnion of workingruen 
or by a member or members of such association or unioll, it shall u e unlawful to 
counterfeit or imitate such lauel, trade-mark, terlll, design, dedc .. or form of ad \'er­
tisement, or to use, sell , offer for sale, or in any way utter or ci rcula te any conn­
terfeit or imit,'1tion of any snch label, trade-mark, t erm, tlesign, device 01' form of 
advertisement, 

SEC. 2, Whoever counterfeits or imitates auy such label, trade-mark, term, desigu, 
d evice or form of advertisement, or Mells, oii'ers for sale, or in any way utters or c ircll­
lates any counterfeit or imitHtion of any sncll lauel, trade-mark, term, d esigu, device 
or form of advertisement; 01' keeps or has in his possession, with illtent that the 
same shall be sold or disposed of, any good.', wares, 11Iel'clland ise or other product of 
labor to which or on which any snch ('oun terfeit 01' imitation is printed, painted, 
stamped or impretised; or lmo\\'ingly sells or disl'oSCS of any gOf)t1s, wares, merchan­
di e or other product of labor contained in an," b(lx, case, can 01' package. to which 
or on which any such counterfeit or imitation is attached, affixed, printed, painted, 
stamped or impresserl; or keeps or has in his pos rssion, with in tent that th e same 
shall be sold or disposed of, any goods, waros, IUcr('handise or other product of labor, 
in any box, case, can or package, to which or OLl which any sncb connterfeit or imita­
tion is attached, affixed, printed, painted, sta mped 0]' iwpressed, shall be punished 
by a fine of not more than one hUUllrcd dollars, or by imlH'isonment for not more 
than thrce months, 

SEC, 3, Every such person, association or union, that has hereto foro ad optecl or 
used/ or shall h ereafter adopt 01' use, a label, trade-mark, term, design, devi ce or form 
of aavertiselllent, as provided in sect,ion one of' this act, way file the sa me for r ccord 
in the ofli ce of the secretary of st.ate by leaving two copies, co nnterparts or fac­
similes thereof, with said secretary, aml by 1iling therewith a sworn application 
specify ing the name or names ofthc vcrson, association Ol' union OLl whose u ehalf such 
label, trade-mark, t erm, design, device or forlll of advertisemeLlt shall be filcd , the 
class of mer chandise and a descript ion of the goods to which it has been, or is intended 
to be appropriated, stating that the party so fijjllg 01' ou whose behalf such label, 
trade-mark, term, design , device or forw of advertisement shall bo filed, has the ri~ht 
to tbe use of the same, that no other person, firm, association, union or corporatIOn 
h as the right to such use either iu the identical form or in any such n ear resemblance 
thereto as may be calculllted to deceh 'e, and that the facs imile or counterp a rts filed 
therewith are true and correct, There shall b e paid, for snch filing a nd recordinl5, a 
fee of two dollars. Said secretar~- shall deli vor to s nch person, association or umon 
so filing or causing to b e filed any such lauel, tra.de-mark, term, design, device or form 
of advertisement, so many duly attestell certiticatps of the recording of the same as 
such person, association 01' u nion ilia,\' apply for, for ea.ch of which certificates said 
tleeretary shall receive a fee of one dollar, Any such certificate of record sh a ll, in all 
suits and proseoutions under thi~ a ct, b e suflicient proof of t he adoption of such 
label , trade-mark, term, design, device OL' form of advertisement, Said secretary of 
state shall not record for any person, union or association, any l a bel, trade-mark, 
term, rlesign, device or form of ad\'crtiseruent that 'would proba.uly he mistaken for 
any label, trade-mark, term, design, device Ol' form of advertisement theretofore filed 
by or on behalf of any other person, union or association, 

SEC. 4, Any person who shall. for himself, or on b eh alf of any other v erson, asso­
ciation or union, procure the filing of any label , trade-mar]" term, design or form of 
advertisement in the office of the secretary of state, under the pro vi~ions of this a ct, 
by makin~ any f'alseor fraudulent represent~,tiolls or decla,ration, verbally or in writ­
ing, or uyany fraudulent means, shall be liable to pay any damages sustained in 
consequence of any such tiliug, to be recovercd uy or on beh alf 01' th e p a rt,v injured 
thereby, in any conrt baving jurisdiction, and shall be punished by a fine not 
exceedillg one hundred dollars or b y imprisoLlIllent not exceeding three months, 

SEC, 5, Every snch p erson, a-ssociation Ol' nnion adopting or HRin :" a hLllel, trade­
mar k, term, desigll, device or fol'lu of auverti~lJll.leLlt, as aforesaid, lllay proceed by 
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suit to enjoin the manufacture, use, display or sa.le of allY coullterfeits or imitations 
ther eof, and all courts of competent jurisdiction shall grallt injunctions to restrain 
such manufacture, use, display or sale, and may awltnl tli e complaillant in any such 
suit damages r esulting from such manufactur e, nse, sale or display, as llIay bo by the 
said court deemed just and reasonable, and sh all r equire tlie defendants to pay such 
p erson, association or union all profits derived from sll ch wrongful manuflwture, 
use, display or sale ; and such court shall also order tliat all such counterfeits or 
imitations in the po!!session or under the control of any d efenclant in such cause be 
delivered to an ofticer of the court, or to tlie complainant, to be clestroyed. 

SEC. 6. Every person who sh all use or display the genuine LIbel, trade-mark, t crm, 
design, device or form of advertisement of any snch l)erson, association or union, iu 
any manner, not being authori zed so to do by such perSOIl, union or association, 
sh all be deem ed guilty of a mi'sdt'meanor, and shall be punisll ed by imprisonment 
for not more than three months, or by a fine of not more th a n Olle hnndred (100) 
dollars. In a ll cases where such aHsociation or UII ion is not in corporated, suits nnder 
this ad may b e commenced and prosecuted by an officer or memuer of such associa­
tion or union on b ehalf of and for the use of such associ a. ti on or uniou. 

SJ<:C. 7. Any person or persons who shall, in any way, use tli e 1][llIIe or seal of any 
such person, association or union or officer thereof, in and about the sale of goods or 
otherw ise, not ueing authorized to so n se the same, shall be guilt.y of a mis(\emeanor, 
and shall ue punishable u y imprisonmen t for not lllore than t.liree months, or hy a 
fine of lIOt more than one huudred dollars. 

SEC. 8. Any person lI sing the trade-mark so adopted and filed hy any other person, 
or any imitation of such trade-mark, or any counterfeit tlier cof; or " 'ho sha,11, in 
any manner mutilate, deface, destroy or r emove such tradc-Ill ark from allY goods, 
wares, merchandise, article or art,icles, or from any packag'e or jla clmg-es containing 
the same, or frolll any empty or secondhand llackage which h as contained the same 
or been used therefor, with the intent ion of using sllch empty or secondlland pack­
age, or of the same ueinrCT used to contain goods, ",ares, merchandise, article or arti­
cles of the same genera character as those for which they w ere Jirst nse(l; and any 
person who shall use any such empty or secondhalll\ package for the pnrpOSE\ a fore­
said, without the consent in writing of the person whose trade-mark was first 
applied thereto or placed thereon shall, npon convi ct ion thereof, ue lille(1 in any Hllm 
IIOt less than onc hundred dollars, or b y im prisollmellt for not more than tlireo 
months, and the goods, wares, merch andise, article or a rt iclcs, contained in a ny snch 
secondhand package or packages shall be forfeit ed to tlie orig inal user of such paek­
agtl or packageR whose trade-lllark was llrst applie(\ thereto or plaeel\ thereon . The 
VIOlation of any of the above provisions us to ea ch particular article or package 
shall be held to be a separ ate otfense. 

SEC. 9. The word "person," in this act, shall be construed to include a person, 
copartnership, cOl'j}Oration, association or nni on of workillg men. 

SI':C. 10. Sectioll s 3125,3126,3127,3128,3129 and 3130 of yollllue 1, Hill's Annotated 
Statutes and Codes of 'Washington, and all acts amendatory thereof; ar~ hereby 
repealt'll. 

Approved u y the governor March 9, 1897. 

CHAPTER 80.-Examination., Hcen8i!l(l, etc., of pll!'lnbm·s. 

SECTION 1. Any person, firm or corporation now, or that lllay hereafter he cngaged 
in, or working at the business in cities Oftil'S.t class, this State, either as a master or 
employing plumber or as a journeyman plumuer, shall first seeure a license therefor, 
in accordance with the provisions of tliis act. 

SEC. 2. Any person desiring to engage in or work at the business of plumbing, 
either as a master or elllploying plumber, or as a journeyman plumuer, in any city 
of 5,000 or more, shall apply to the presideut of th e board of health or otlier officer 
having jurisdiction in the locality where he intends to engage in or wor k at such 
business, and shall at such time and place as may be designated b y th e board of 
examiners hereinafter provided for, to whom su ch application shall he referred, be 
cxamined as to his q ualifications for such business. In case of a Jlrm or corporation, 
the examination or li censing of anyone member of such firm or the manager of such 
corporation shall satisfy the requirements of this a ct. 

SEC. 3. There shall be in every city of the first class, having a system of water 
supply and sewerage, a board of examiners consisting of the president of tlie bO:1rll 
of health, the inspector of plumbing of said ci ty or town, if any t here b e, and three 
members who shall be practical plumbers (two sh all be master p l umbers, olle sliall 
be a journeyman plumber); the president of th", board of health and th e iuspector 
of plumbing shall be members, ex offiCio, of said board un(l serve without compensa­
tion: P1'ovided, That in localities where the r eqnired nnmlier of plumbers can not be 
sccured, such vacancies lllay be filled by the appointment of reputable physicians. 



506 BULLETIN OF THE DEPARTMENT OF LABOR. 

Said members shall be appointed by the board of health; if there be no board of 
h ealth or health officer of said city or town, the mayor of said city or town shall, 
within three months from ancl after the passage of this act, appoint said board of 
examiners for the term of one year, saill appointment to date from the first day 
of July, 1897, and thereafter annually, and said appointed members of snch bOltrd 
shall serve without compensation: P1·ovided, That if in any city or town there i no 
inspector of plumbing, said board of health shall appoint a fonrth member of said 
board of examiners, who shall be a practical plnmber, and whose t erm of office shall 
be the pallie as heretofore provided for said three mem bers. 

SEC. 4. Saicl board of examiners shall, within ten days after the appointment of 
said members, meet anu organize by the selection of a chairman, and. shall designate 
the time and place for the examination of applicants desiring to engage in or at the 
business of plumbing within their r espective jurisdictiolls. Sa i(l board shall exam­
ine said applicants as to their practical knowledge of plumbing, house drainage an<l 
plumbing ventilation, and if satisfied of the competency of the applicant, shall so 
verify [certify] to the board of health. Such board shall thereupon issue a license 
to such applicant, authorizing him to engage in or at the business of plumbing, 
either as a master or employing plumber, or as a journeyman plumber. The fee for 
a license for a master or employing plUlllber shall be $5; for journeyman plumber 
shall be $1. Said license shall be valid and have force in distrlot where issued, and 
shall be r enewecl annually upon payment of one dollar. 

SEC. 5. The board of health of .each city mentioned in section three of this act 
shall, within three months from and after t his act, appoint one or more inspectors of 
plumbing (if such appointment h as 110t already been made), who shall be practical 
plumbers, and shall hold office until removed by such board of h ealth for can se, 
which mnst be Rhown. The compensation of such inspectors shall be determin ed by 
the city conncil of said oi ty, and be paid from the treasury of their respecti ve ci ties. 
Said inspectors so appointed shall inspect all plumbing work for which permits a re 
hereafter granted within their respective jurisdiction, in process of construction, 
alteration or r epai r, llnd shall r eport to said board of health all violations of any 
law, ordinance or by-law r elating to plumbing work, and a lso perform such other 
appropriate duties as may be required by said board. 

SEC. 6. The board of health of each city of the first class in this State having a 
system of water supply and sewerage shall, within three months from the passage of 
this a ct, prescribe rules anclregulations for the constructiou, alteration and in8pec­
tion ofplllmbing and sewerage placed in or in con nection with !lily building in snch 
city or town, which sllall be approverl by ordinance by the connoil of sl1ch cit.V or 
town, allll tho board of health shall fnrther provirle that no plumbing work shall be 
done, except ill the ~nse of repairs or leaks, without a permit being issued first 
therefor, l1pOIl such terms and conditions as snch bOltrd of health of said city or 
tOWJl shall prescribe. 

SEC. 7. Any person violating any provision of this allt shall be deemed gnilty of a 
misdemeallor, and be subject to a tille not exceeding fifty ($50) dollars, nor less than 
five ($5) (1011ars, for each and every violation thereof. The license of any master or 
journeymnn plumber may be at any time revoked for incompetency, (lereliction of 
duty or other sufficient causes, after a full and fair hearing hya majority of the 
examining board; but an appeal may be taken from said examining board to the 
State boar<1 of heaHh, an cl license may be revoked by the examining boanl provided 
for iu section three (ill of this act. 

SEC. 8. All money derivecl from the licenses issned to applicants shall go to defray 
the expense of holding such examinatiolHl and other necessary expenses of the board 
of health at place where examination was held. 

Approved by the governor March 16, 1897. 

WEST VIRGINIA. 

ACTS OF 1897. 

CHAPTER 59.-Mille ,·e!lnZation8. 

SECTION 1. Sections one, two and three of chapter seventy of the acts of ono 
thOUSlloO!! eight hnndrecl an<1 eigh ty-three, as amended and re-enacted by chapter 
fifty of the acts of one thonsand eight hundred and eighty-seven, and as further 
amenderl and re.·enacted by chapter nine of the acts of one thonsand eig ht. huudred 
and ninety, and as further amended ancl re-enacted by ohapter twenty- two ot the 
acts of one th omancl eight hundred and ninety-three, entitled "An act concerning 
the v pntilatioll amI drainage of coal mines au!! for the proteotion of the lives of 
persons employed therein," be amellderl and r e-enacted so as to reacl as follows: 

Tho governor of the State, by auu with the consent of the senate, shall appoin t 
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one mine inspector for each of the four mining: districts created by this act, and a 
chief mine inspector, who shall supervise ana control the mine inspection of the 
State of West Virginia, and the chief sha.Il h ave the power to call the aAsistance of 
anyone of the other four mine inspectors to any district in the State of \Vest Vir­
ginia in case of emer~ency. And shall k eep the r eports furnished him by the four 
mine inspectors, and m addition thereto he shall copy said reports in a book or books 
by him purchased and kept for the purpose, and he shall index the same, and said 
books shall b e open for inspection upon the r eq uest of any citizen of the State, and 
upou the request of the governor or attorney-general of this State, said chief mine 
inspector shall lay said books and reports before either of said officers, and also 
maps of mines furnished him by said mine inspectors. 

Any chief mine inspector who shall violate any of the provisions of this act, shall, 
upon conviction thereof, be fined not less than twenty-five nor more than two hundred 
dollarsl and may, in the discretion of the court, be Imprisoned in the county jail not 
exceedmg one year. . 

And each of the four mine inspectors shall report in writiug monthly to the chief 
inspector, the number and condition of all the mines inspect ed by him during each 
month. The chief inspector shall have power to remove any of the four mine inspect­
ors mentioned in this act for causes heretofore mentioned in this act, and the gover ­
nor of the State shall fill all vacancies caused hy removal from office. 

Mine inspectors created by this act shall hold their office for the term of four years, 
as hereinafter provided, unless they be sooner rcmoved, as hereinafter provided. 
They shall continue in office until their successors in office are appointed and 
qualified. 

Every person so appointed must be a citizen of West Virginia, haviug a practical 
knowledge of mining an4 properly ventilating and draining mines, and must be a 
coal miner of at least six years' experi ence ae a miner in tile con I mines, il>n u h e shall 
not, while in office, be interested as owncr, operator, agent, stockholder, superin­
tendent or engineer of any coal mine, and he shall be of good moral character and 
temperate h abits. An inspector of mines shall be removed from office by the chief 
mine inspector of this State for incompetency, neglect of duty, drunkenness, mal­
feasance and for other good causes. 

Vaca.ncies in office of inspectors shall be filled by a.ppointment by the governor of 
the State for the unexpired term. 

Every person a.ppointed inspector of mines shall, before entering upon the dis· 
cha.rge of the duties of his ofti ce, take the oath before some person authorizetl by 
law to administer oaths, that he will support th e Constitutioll of the United Stat es 
and the constitution of the State of West Virginia, and that he will faithfully and 
impartially, to the best of bis ability, discharge the fluties of hi~ offi ce and file It cer· 
tificate of his having done so in the office of tbe secretary of state, and he shall give 
a bond in the penalty of two thousand dollars, with sureties to be approved by the 
governor of the State, conditioned that he will faithfully discharge the duties of his 
office. 

The salary of the chief inspector shall be twelve hundred dollars per annum and 
not more than three hundred dollars for expenses, and the other four mine inspect­
ors shaH have one thousand dollars salary, each, per allnum, amI llOt more than three 
hnndred dollars for expenses. Such sal ary anu expenses shall be paid monthl y out of 
the State treasury; P"ovided, That before payment of traveling expenseR shall be 
made to the inspector he shall file an account of such expenses and mnke out and 
file with the auditor that they were accrued in the discharge of his official du t ies. 

On the first Tuesday in Al)ril, one thousand eight hllndred and ninety-seven, and 
every four years thereafter, the governor of the State shall, with the consent of the 
senate, appoint one mine inspector for each of the four mining districts of the Sta.te 
created by thiM act, whose term of office shall begin when be has taken the onth of 
office and has given the approved bond, as required by this act, and whose term of 
office shall be four years, or until his successor shall be dnly appointed and qualified. 
And it shall be his duty to visit each mine in his district at least once in every 
three months, and it shall be unlawfnl for any mine in spector to do any snrveying 
for any mine owner or owners, during his term of office, and it shall be unlawful 
for any mine inspector to appoint any depnty or other person to do and perform any 
work required of such mine inspector, and it shall be his duty to personally periorm 
the duties of his office hereunder. 

Any mine inspector failing to comply with the reqairements of this act, shall be 
guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof shall be fined not less thau 
one hundred dollars nor more than five hundred dollars, and be dismissed from office. 

The governor of the State of West Virginia, together with the chief mine inspector 
created by this act, /Shall divide the State of West Virginia into four miuin~ districts. 

All acta. and p arts of acts, inconsistent with this act are hereby repealea. 
Passed February 17,1897. In effect ninety days from passage. Became a. Jaw 

over the governor's veto. 



RECENT GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS. 

[The ~ccrct:l ri e~ of t he Treasury, War, a nd Navy Dcpartments havc conscnteil to 
fllrnish stntf' ments uf all contrncts for con strnctions anll repairs entered into b y them. 
The e, ns received, will appear from time to time in the Bulletin.] 

Tbe following contracts Il ave been made by the office of the Snper­
v isi ng Architcct of the Treasnry: 

DETROIT, MICH.-Marcb 8, 1898. Contract with William Wright 
Company, Detroit, Mich_, for decorative painting of post-office, court­
house, etc., $11,33:3. Work to be completed within five montbs. 

DETROIT, MICH.-March 8,1808. Contract with A. Harvey's Sons 
Mallufacturin g Company, Detroit, Mich., t'or stokers and fUl' naces in 
connection with boi leri-i for po!'t-office, court-house, etc., $3,400. "York 
to be completed withiu four montlU';. 

PUEBLO, COLo.-March D, 1898. Contract with Gardner E levator 
Company, Detroit, lVIicb., for one hydraulic passenger ele,-atof' complete 
for post-office, $3,575. Work to be completed within three moutbs. 

MILWAUKEE, Wls.-March 24, 1808. Contract with CIJarlesB. Kruse 
Heating Company, :\Iilwankee, Wis., for boiler plallt, low pressure and 
exhaust ste:nn heatin g alld meclwuical ventilating apparatus, etc., for 
post-otlk<', court -house, :1l1d custom·house, $54,633. Work to be com­
pleterl witllin oue JlUndred and ten working days. 

PHILADELPHIA, l' A.-March 26, ] 898. Con tract with George L . Rem­
iu gton, Philadelphia, Pa., fo r stOI'age va,ult for >;ilver dollars for the 
United States mint buildillg, $139,737. Work to be completed before 
January],1899. 

DENVER, COLo.-;.\IIarch 29, 1898. Contract with John A . Mclntyre, 
Denver, Colo., for foundation, superstructure, aud roof covering of the 
United States mint bui ldin g, $247,874.09. Work to be completed within 
fifteen mouths. 

lVIILW AUKEE, Wrs.-Apri15, 1898. 
t.ion CompallY, Milwaukee, Wis., for 
honse, and custom· house, $18,937. 
seventy five days. I 

Contra.ct with Bentley Construc­
a.pproaches to pORt-office, court­
Work to be completed withiu 

OMAHA, NERR.-April 6, 1898. Contract with Joseph Barborka, 
Iowa City, Iowa, for tower clock and bell for conrt-llOuse, custom·bouse, 
and post-office, $2,760. Work to be completed within five months. 

OilUHA, NEBR.-April 7, 18!J8. Contract with Crane E levator (Jom­
pany, Chicago, Ill., for two electric passeng,er elevators, one electric 
mail lift, a.nd one electric ash lift for court· house, custom· house, and 
post office, $8,f>00. Work to be completed within ninety days. 
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