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Traveler
testing, social
distancing
rule repealed

By Melinda Munson

The assembly voted five
to one to immediately repeal
Resolution 20-44R, which
required Skagway arrivals
coming from communities
with active COVID-19 cas-
es to social distance until a
negative COVID-19 test was
procured seven days after ar-
rival. Those who did want to
test for the coronavirus were
asked to practice strict social
distancing for 14 days.

The resolution was passed
on Dec.17,2020, before most
Skagway adults had access
to the COVID-19 vaccine. It
was sponsored by Assembly-
member Reba Hylton, chair
of the Health, Education and
Welfare Committee.

Resolution 21-07R, which
ends the testing and self iso-
lation mandate, originally
stated the repeal would take
effect on April 16, a date
Hylton said was a compro-
mise for parents worried
about their children finishing
the school year in-person.

She noted she would feel
comfortable with a more
timely repeal date as Skag-
way City School currently
requires staff and students
who return to town to stay
out of school until they re-
ceive two negative tests, at
least seven days apart.

“The school is not going to
change their policy,” Hylton
said.

Assemblymember ~ Sam
Bass urged the assembly to
cancel Resolution 20-44R
immediately, stating that
Skagway has achieved nec-
essary numbers for herd im-
munity.

Assembly Steve Burnham
disagreed with Bass’ inter-
pretation of herd immunity,
based on an approximation

continued on page three
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A TEMSCO helicopter lowers supplies needed for the Buckwheat COVID Classic. The Municipality of Skagway is sending a memo-
randum of understanding to TEMSCO addressing future plans involving their lease after the contract with White Pass expires. The
move came after a controversial letter campaign. See the story on page 2.

Mask mandate passed, vetoed four days later

By Melinda Munson

Skagway Mayor Andrew
Cremata has repeatedly said
he feels mask policies should
come from business owners,
not be legislated by the bor-
ough assembly. The assem-
bly apparently disagreed.Ina
vote of four to two on March
18, they passed Resolution
21-08R which requires face
coverings while in buildings
open to the public where six
feet of social distancing is
not possible.

The mandate came into
effect on March 19 after be-
ing reviewed by the borough
attorney. It was vetoed on
March 22 by Cremata.

“I found this particular res-
olution to be confusing ... if
I don’t understand it, there
are business owners that
don’t understand it,” he said,
pointing to vague language
regarding public and private
businesses.

The assembly meeting in
which 21-08R was passed
went nearly four hours with
assembly members volley-
ing varying viewpoints.

“...The business commu-
nity has been working on a
medallion program related to
COVID protocols and they
are close to being done with
this process. The real tourist
season doesn’t start for an-
other month, so I have no is-
sue with waiting for that pro-
cess to mature before making
any unilateral health-related
decisions from the assembly
table that affect the entire
community,” said Cremata.

Assemblymember Jay
Burnham, who voted aye,
didn’t see the mask mandate
as invasive.

“I don’t feel it’s infringing
on my rights anymore than
my rights have already been in-
fringed on. It’s just being nice
to your neighbor,” Jay said.

The mandate required ev-
eryone five and older to wear
face coverings unless they
had specific medical needs.
Exceptions were made for
activities such as “while in
the act of consuming food or
beverages.” The resolution
was amended to drop the $10
fine, meaning failure to com-
ply would result only in a
warning, and no longer rec-
ommended that individuals
wear masks while outdoors.

Resolution 21-O8R  was
sponsored by Assembly-
member Steve Burnham,
who said procedurally, put-
ting the initiative forth in his
name was the only path to get
the resolution on the agenda.
Steve said he was “picked on
by community members” in
the last week.

“It’s not very cool, and it
doesn’t feel good,” Steve
said. “The people who are
saying those things don’t

understand the process and
that we’re trying to make
and hold these discussions
in ways that the public can
participate in. That they can
come and read what we’re
talking about and know
when they’re commenting to
us, that they have an oppor-
tunity to affect what we’re
going to decide on.”

He noted that the Health,
Education and  Welfare
Committee has been discuss-
ing a mask resolution at their
meetings since last Novem-
ber. Steve proposed Resolu-
tion 21-08R when it seemed
likely the testing and quaran-
tine mandate, Resolution 20-
44R, would be repealed.

“The goal would be to pro-
tect others ... to protect visi-
tors to our community ... to
protect those who don’t have
a vaccine,” Steve said.

According to the CDC, in-

continued on page three
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How we can afford to print the paper

We hope you are enjoying the return
to the printed version of The Skagway
News.

When the borders closed in March
2020 due to the pandemic, we were
cut off from our printer in Whitehorse.
When the cruise ships didn’t arrive,
like all businesses in Skagway, we lost
a major portion of our income. Printing
the paper became impossible, both lo-
gistically and financially.

We exhausted all possible and afford-
able options over the year to get the pa-
per from Whitehorse. In the meantime,
we pivoted to a PDF version on our
website.

Last fall, the Municipality of Skag-
way offered a grant to all Skagway
businesses, then later, the SNOW grant.
We felt the best way to utilize the funds
we were awarded was to return the

money to the community in the form of
a physical paper.

Now the paper is printed by the Fron-
tiersman in Wasilla. Gretchen handles
the mailing and shipping from Chu-
giak. The paper will arrive two days
later, but it’s the best we can do under
the circumstances.

The paper will be printed until the
grant funds run out. Printing, shipping
and mailing is expensive, but we be-
lieve our customers and the town de-
serve a real paper in tough times. We
don’t make any money from printing
the paper. We generate revenue from
advertising, subscriptions and local
sales.

Our advertisers, many of whom may
not need to advertise with us but choose
to support their local paper, are our he-
roes. It is their advertising income we

use to pay utilities, fees and rent. We
hope you support them as they have
supported us.

While we received some CARES
money last October from the state, that
was the first and last time we received
any sort of salary.

We continue to produce The Skag-
way News because we believe in small
town newspapers. We believe in this
town. We believe that publishing The
Skagway News is our contribution as
members of the community as we all
pull together to ensure Skagway’s sur-
vival.

Thank you for your support.

-Melinda Munson & Gretchen Wehmhoff
Co-owners/The Skagway News

‘There is no plan to remove TEMSCO’

By Melinda Munson

The assembly voted on
March 18 to send a mem-
orandum of understanding
(MOU) to TEMSCO, fol-
lowing a public show of sup-
port for the helicopter com-
pany to remain in its current
location after Skagway takes
back control of its port in
2023, when its lease with
White Pass expires.

“This MOU will serve as
a vehicle through which the
Municipality and TEMSCO
will openly communicate
to plan for future utilization
of the Port of Skagway by
TEMSCO, and for the tran-
sition from the current long-
term sublease, in which both
parties and the Skagway
community have a beneficial
mutual interest,” the memo-
randum states.

“It’s not an agreement to
agree,”  Assemblymember
Orion Hanson reiterated,
pointing to the MOU'’s lan-
guage.

“Welcome to govern-
ment,” Andrew Mayor Cre-
mata joked.

After TEMSCO was not
included in the first stages of
the 2023 Skagway Port Mas-
ter Plan, the municipality re-
ceived over 60 letters from
concerned parties.

Tom Cochran, chair of the
Ports and Harbor Advisory
Board, didn’t think the letter
writing campaign was or-
ganic.

“It was an orchestrated,
targeted campaign,” he said.

“There is no doubt that

they are an asset to this com-
munity,” Cochran said, but
asked residents to look deep-
er.

“I believe it is important
to reiterate that TEMSCO
is owned by Southeast Ste-
vedoring, who also owns
Cruise Line Agencies of
Alaska and AAmak Towing.
They are also owned or at
least controlled by Survey
Point Holdings which claims
to have a majority stake in
the ownership of White Pass.
So in that light, is TEMSCO
just another head of the beast
that currently controls our
waterfront?”

“Let’s be perfectly clear,”
Cochran said. “There is no
plan to remove TEMSCO.
The lease that TEMSCO
currently has is a lease with
White Pass. That lease ex-
pires in 2023 just like all the
other waterfront leases.”

Cochran stated it was his
personal belief that “TEM-
SCO is in the best possible
place they could be.”

In correspondence sent to
the assembly for the March
18 meeting, TEMSCO stat-
ed, “TEMSCOQO’s waterfront
location is the only location
in Skagway that provides the
highest level of separation
between helicopter and fixed
wing air traffic, reducing the
risk of a catastrophic mid-
air collision. This improves
safety for residents and vis-
itors.”

TEMSCO also empha-
sized that their current loca-
tion and flight paths reduce

noise pollution.

Long-term resident Donna
Griffard described TEMS-
CO as, “a kind, giving, visu-
ally appealing company who
are good land stewards,” and
advocated they be allowed
to remain at their current lo-
cation. She noted the service
they have given to the com-
munity.

“Over the years TEMSCO
has aided in many search and
rescues and at times was the
only option that was avail-
able. They have medevaced
locals when planes and fer-
ries were unavailable and
other options didn’t yet ex-
ist. One time, a quick think-
ing pilot with an employee
even hovered over the ocean
and pulled passengers from
the freezing water when
the plane they were in went

down. Lives have been saved
due to skilled, fast actions of
TEMSCO employees that
were in the right place when
they were most needed,”
Griffard said.

Red Onion Saloon owner
Jan Wrentmore said she too
loves TEMSCO, but “you
can’t design your port around
any single business entity.
That’s not what planning
should be and it shouldn’t be
a popularity contest.”

Wrentmore described
TEMSCO’s current loca-
tions as “one of the most
beautiful scenic views in the
whole valley.”

“I don’t think they need to
land their helicopters right
on the riverbank. We should
have access to that,” Wrent-
more said.

Photo by Peter S. Johnston

Professional photographer, Peter S. Johnston, catches the

light in Lynn

anal over TEMSCO operations. Johnston

titles this “TEMSCO Point.” (2020)
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A mannequin at Duff’s Backcountry Outfitters reminds shoppers
to wear a mask while in the store.

Mask mandate debate to
continue in April

from FRONT page
dividuals who are vaccinated
may still contract and spread
COVID-19, although they
are more likely to be asymp-
tomatic.

“Being vaccinated does
not mean an immediate re-
turn to normal,” said Assem-
blymember Reba Hylton, ad-
vising the assembly to err on
the side of caution. “We’re
saying continue doing what
you’re doing,” Hylton said,
pointing out that any busi-
nesses that accept SNOW
grants from the municipal-
ity are already required to
mask. “We are in a real life
pandemic. That has not gone
away.”

Assemblymember Dustin
Stone, an avid supporter of
masks, voted against the
measure, as did Asssembly-
member Sam Bass.

“I don’t think mask man-
dates work in the climate
we find ourselves in,” Stone
said. “If you’re still arguing
the efficacy or the necessity
of masks, you’re behaving
like a selfish a-hole. Selfish
a-holes don’t follow mask
mandates with $10 fines.”

Assemblymember  Orion
Hanson said wearing a mask
is “really not that big of a
deal” but added, “This reso-
lution is a little too cumber-
some for me to get behind.
Maybe we make another
stab at it at a different for-
mat, different version.”

After  the  resolution
passed, Assemblymember
Orion Hanson, who vot-
ed yes, asked that the vote
be reconsidered at the next
meeting. Due to a clerical er-

ror, reconsideration of Reso-
lution 21-08R was not in ef-
fect for the April 1 assembly
meeting.

“As an elected body we’re
looking to find the best lan-
guage,” Orion said. ‘We’ll
get it right.”

Orion believes masks are
the new reality in Skagway.

“In the future, for us to
have a vibrant tourist plan,
that’s going to maybe be the
reality moving forward. We
might be wearing a mask
a whole lot more than we
like,” Hanson said.

Cremata said another rea-
son he vetoed the resolution
was because “he didn’t feel
like the intent of the assem-
bly was met.” He acknowl-
edged that the meeting went
long which may have added
some confusion to the pro-
cess.

This is the first time Cre-
mata has used his veto pow-
er. He said the assembly can
override his veto “if I'm
wrong.”

from FRONT page

of 800 Skagway residents.

“That is not a static num-
ber. It’s a number that will
change...” Burnham said,
pointing out that the addition
of seasonal workers and vis-
itors could drastically alter
the percentage of people in
town who are vaccinated.

The municipality received
a stack of correspondence
regarding the repeal of Reso-
lution 20-44R, a vast major-
ity in support of moving for-
ward with ending testing and
self-isolation requirements.

Mayor Andrew Crema-
ta, who has approached
COVID-19 with a “better
safe than sorry attitude” was
in support of a speedy repeal.

“We need to send a clear
message that Skagway is
ready for visitors. Indeed,
the Save Our Skagway pro-
gram depends on it. If we
wait another month to re-
peal, few people are going
to make travel plans because
they won’t know whether
the assembly will continue
to extend the end date,” he
said.

Assemblymember Dustin
Stone, who kept his bed
and breakfast, At the White
House, mostly  closed
as a precaution against
COVID-19, described the
decision as being between a
rock and a hard place, know-
ing that local businesses
need visitors to stay afloat.

“In my opinion, it’s time to
move forward with this cal-
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! Traveler restrictions repealed

“We are still in a state of
emergency. They are still a
nimble body and have full
authority to implement pret-
ty much anything related to
these issues,” he said.

culated risk. It’s for survival
at this point,” he said.
Assemblymember Burn-
ham emphasized that the
Emergency Operations Cen-
ter still has the power to en-
act emergency measures.
Cremata assented.

N

—

Photo by Melinda Munson

At the White House is open for visitors after turning away guests
for much of the past year due to COVID-19.
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Editors Column

By Melinda Munson
Housing for the Munsons,
like so many Skagwegians,

has been problematic. It
started in January of 2020
when Publisher Larry Per-
cily awarded The Skagway
News to myself and business
partner, Gretchen Wehm-
hoff.

Gretchen would remain
in Southcentral Alaska with
long visits to Skagway. My
plan was to relocate to the
cruise ship destination as
soon as possible.

“I don’t know how you’ll
find housing but I decided
that’s your problem,” Lar-
ry said, clearly worried my
family of seven kids might
end up homeless.

March 26, 2021

We bought a church

I can move mountains
when necessary, so I started
flexing. There was a house in
Dyea. I called -- gone. There
was an apartment on Sixth
Avenue. Not big enough --
but we could rent two units
for a total of $4,000. I called
the campgrounds and trail-
er parks. Could we stay the
entire summer, until season-
al workers left and housing
opened up in the fall? No,
and no.

I was finally introduced to
Jean Worley who was put-
ting in a new three-bedroom
modular. Her prospective
tenants had fallen through
and she was crazy enough
to rent to our brood. It was
her idea to give the master
bedroom to the kids. We in-
stalled two bunk beds and
loaded in four children. My
husband and I took one of
the smaller rooms, the three-
year-old who bites got his
own room, and the eight-
year-old who pinches got the
couch.

It was like living in a ship.
If something wasn’t tidily
put away, the whole system

fell in on itself. We kept our
two upright freezers full of
wild fish in the living room.
My husband’s “garage,” a
tall metal shelf stacked with
tools and crabbing gear, sat
by the front door.

As much as [ tried to be
grateful that we had safe
lodging, I began to get house
hungry. 1 studied the exte-
riors of Skagway’s homes
as I walked to work, no-
ticing the number of win-
dows, the porch with storage
that wasn’t being used, the
fenced in yard where kids
could play. I became a little
obsessed. I didn’t wish any-
one harm but wasn’t there
someone in town who want-
ed to move where it was
warmer and the wind blew
softly?

After our eight year old
had to be separated from his
siblings and put into his own
rental, my anxiety escalat-
ed. What would happen to
him when we had to give the
employee housing back in
the spring? Buying a house
no longer meant increased
square footage and a lower

house payment. It meant my
son wouldn’t have to live in
a group home in a different
borough, accessible only by
ferry or small plane.

It was a happy day when a
friend of our former police
chief phoned. The chief was
leaving town and wanted to
sell his house. I should call.
Hallelujah.

The chief and his wife
could have sold their house
to a jewelry company and
made more money, but they
said they wanted their home
to go to a family. After
three excruciating months
of working with a mortgage
broker and an $1,800 ap-
praisal, we bought the little
red house on a double lot.
The property includes a sec-
ond building -- a light yellow
church whose congregation
hosted free burger nights ev-
ery Wednesday. (The chief
was also a pastor.)

We plan to turn the church
into an unofficial group
home. By the end of the year,
three kids will be residing
a few steps from the main
house.

THE SKAGWAY NEWS

We didn’t hire an inspector
to look at the buildings. It
seemed like a futile effort in
a town where housing prices
are fixed and many residents
wait ten years or more for
their chance at the American
Dream.

Every day we discover
something quirky about the
house, built (maybe) in the
60s and added onto at vari-
ous points in time. One room
is always stiflingly hot, while
the room next door is frigid.
The stairs are a little off but
if you fall, they’re heavily
carpeted so it doesn’t hurt.

The house beams with
natural light and the vari-
ous nooks and crannies are
perfect for hide and seek or
when Mom wants a minute
of quiet with a chocolate bar.

We can’t wait for the thaw
to see what treasures the
yard holds, to visit with the
chickens and to install our
beehives. One thing we will
remember: never fire up the
grill on Wednesdays, or the
whole town will appear ex-
pecting a free meal.

Yukon musher, Michelle Phillips, places 11th in Iditarod

By John Tonin
The Whitehorse Star

After eight days, one hour,
30 minutes, and 56 seconds
on the Iditarod trail, Yukoner
Michelle Phillips crossed the
finish line in Deshka Land-
ing in 11th place last Mon-
day.

Phillips crossed the fin-
ish line with 11 dogs still in
the harness. In a year devoid
of long-distance dog races,
Phillips said it was nice to
complete a close to 1,000
mile race.

“It was a competitive race,

it went well,” said Phillips,
who spoke to the Star from
Alaska. “(1,000 miles) that
is what we train for.”

In the 2020 and 2017 1d-
itarods, Phillips finished in
13th place, jumping two
spots in the standings was a
big accomplishment for her.

“I’'m happy for sure,” she
said. “It was definitely nice
to move up. I just worked
hard and did my thing.”

Phillips said the 2021 Idi-
tarod was a competitive race.

“You just have to look at
the standings,” said Phillips.

;{

Whitehorse Start photo

Yukon musher Michelle Phillips, pictured leaving Pelly Crossing
during the 2020 Yukon Quest, posted her best Iditarod finish last

Monday placing 11th.

“There were so many past
Iditarod champions in the
field.”

She wasn’t the only one
feeling the competitive na-
ture of the race. Phillips said
her dogs were eager to be out
there.

“They are driven and com-
petitive,” said Phillips. “The
dogs all did great.”

Phillips said throughout
the race, she had many lead-
ers but it was Dragon and
Indy at the lead when she
crossed the finish line in
Deshka Landing.

The race trail, Phillips
said, had its challenging lo-
cations.

“There was some overflow
in spots,” said Phillips. “It
was also -40, -50 but overall
it was pretty good.”

The race trail did not fol-
low the traditional route
from Anchorage to Nome.
Because of COVID-19 re-
strictions, the race followed
a loop.

The Iditarod began and
finished at Deshka Landing.
Mushers and their teams
traveled to the Iditarod
checkpoint before looping
back. The race fell slight-
ly short of the 1,000-mile

mark, race estimates pegged
it about 848 miles.

“We didn’t go to the vil-
lages,” said Phillips. “There
were tents set up along the
way. There was tons of strat-
egy involved because the
race was completely differ-
ent.”

Mushers had three man-
datory layovers during the
race. They had to take 24
hours between the Skwentna
to Iditarod stretch, those to
checkpoints included, before
hitting the flat for the return
journey.

They had two eight-hour
layovers as well. First in
between the Rohn to Rohn
stretch and then finally at
Skwentna, the penultimate
checkpoint, on the return
trip.

Dallas Seavey was the
2021 Iditarod champion, ar-
riving in Deshka Landing af-
ter spending seven days, 14
hours, eight minutes, and 57
seconds on the trail.

Seavey, one of only two
five-time Iditarod champi-
ons, returned to the race after
a three-year hiatus. After the
2017 race, in which his fa-
ther Mitch won, Seavey had
four dogs test positive for a

banned substance. He was
cleared by the Iditarod Trail
Committee but still took a
break from the Alaskan race.

Seavey won the race in
2012, 2014, 2015, and 2016
before capturing the 2021
crown.

After finishing fifth in
2020, Aaron Burmeister
moved up the standings to
finish second in 2021. He
was about three hours be-
hind Seavey.

Coming in third was Brent
Sass, the three-time Yukon
Quest winner. His most re-
cent Quest wins were back-
to-back, in 2020 and 2019.
He finished the Iditarod
about one hour after Bur-
meister.

Phillips began the jour-
ney back to the Yukon from
Alaska on Friday.

Ahead of her is a two-
week self-isolation, but that
is of no mind to her.

“I live out in a cabin,” said
Phillips. “It won’t be any-
thing different. It was just
nice to get out and race.”
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Retiring from a life of working outdoors and the love of local archives

Deb Boettcher settles into a volunteer schedule with a dash of 1ai chi

By Gretchen Wehmhoff

Deb Boettcher retired from
the National Forest Service
(NPS) at the end of February,
but she didn’t get far. Now,
in her newly discovered free
time, Beottcher volunteers
for the park service and the
Klondike Gold Rush Nation-
al Park (KGR) museum, the
very place she spent more
than the last decade of her
life.

Boettcher is helping the
new NPS intern invento-
ry the unique collection of
books housed in the muse-
um. Afterwards, the books
will be cataloged into the
NPS system.

Managing collections is
what brought Boettcher to
the museum. While she start-
ed as a volunteer to sort and
identify plants, she was soon
tasked with categorizing ar-
chaeological artifacts from
the different properties being
restored in Skagway over the

years. This led to her work-
ing part time at NPS and part
time with White Pass & Yu-
kon Route cleaning trains.

Eventually Boettcher
found herself deep in the
Rapuzzi Collection.

In addition to their own
extensive collection of ar-
tifacts, George and Edna
Rapuzzi also acquired a col-
lection from Martin Itjen. It-
jen came to Skagway during
the gold rush and started a
streetcar company in the 30s.

The cataloging and inven-
tory of the massive package
took years. The collection
included several buildings.
The Rasmussen Foundation
purchased the buildings and
gave the property to Skag-
way and KGR.

Boettcher is a lifelong
Alaskan. Her early trav-
els took her to Iran with
the Peace Corps and an
all-woman Alaska Fish &
Game Field Camp in South-

central Alaska. Previous at-
tempts to work in field po-
sitions counting fish in other
parts of the state, specifically
Bristol Bay in the 70s, were
thwarted because she was a
woman.

Boettcher finally made it
to Bristol Bay to count fish
from a tower, then spent time
in Port Alexander and Pe-
tersburg where she worked
for public radio. When she
arrived in Skagway in Sept.
1994, the last cruise ship had
just departed.

“It was like I had just
moved to a ghost town,” she
said.

Now Beottcher spends her
days volunteering at the mu-
seum and trying to keep her-
self fit with yoga and tai chi.

“I’'ve been taking both
classes on YouTube,” said
Boettcher. “Tai chi is gentler,
yoga is for a different group
who can balance more.”

Fielding named DDF Coach of the
Year tough season for team

Fielding

By Gretchen Wehmhoff

Skagway School’s Debate,
Drama and Forensics (DDF)
coach, Kent Fielding, re-
ceived the 2021 Coach of the
Year (COY) Award after the
state tournament.

Skagway’s coach for 15
years, he was nominated by
Mt. Edgecumbe and select-
ed by fellow DDF coaches
statewide.

Fielding coached at Mt.
Edgcumbe where they won a
state title in drama, before his
tenure at Skagway School.
This is his third nomination
and first COY title. Fielding
led Skagway to Alaska state
forensic titles in 2018 and
2019.

“He’s always so encour-
aging to his kids, my kids,
everyone’s kids,” said MLt.

Edgecumbe DDF coach,
Marcia Drake.

Drake said Fielding was
instrumental in staying pos-
itive when the competitive
season looked like it might
not happen due to the pan-
demic. Along with other
coaches and partners with
DDF, Fielding encouraged
the Alaska State Activities
Association to work with
the coaches to make the year
work for the students.

The tournaments went on-
line and judges tuned in from
across the state.

Fielding says this was a
tough year for Skagway in
the state tournament. With
the death of Karen Garduque
and the relocation of her
daughter, Loren Garduque,
the team captain and spiritu-
al leader, the group lost sev-
eral weeks of work.

“Without Loren we were
unable to continue our read-
ers theatre, which was based
on Black Lives Matter and
Breonna Taylor,” said Field-
ing.

Fielding Dbelieved the
readers theater troupe had an
excellent chance of making
finals at the State Champion-
ships.

While the coach praised
Callia Fielding and Tes-
sa Murphy for their per-
formance in the individual
events, he said they really
turned it on for the Western
Washing Qualifying Tourna-
ment. These event leads up
to the National Speech and
Debate Association Nation-
al Championship (NSDA)
and the National Catholic
Forensic League’s (NCFL)
Grand Tournament.

Callia qualified for NSDA
in Informative speaking and
in oration for NCFL. Mur-
phy is the first alternate for
NSDA in dramatic interpre-
tation.

Fielding says he has been
lucky to have “many talent-
ed students and coaches.”

“The list of students who
have won state or awards at
state and/or qualified for na-
tionals is long,” said Field-
ing.

The coach shared his grat-
itude for other coaches and
team volunteers: Jonathan
Baldwin, Danny Brady, Sa-
die Murphy, Darsha Sqart-
soff and Shelby Surdyk.

Photo by Annie Madsov with the National Park Service
Deb Boettcher displays a violet-green swallow’s nest built with
natural contents including pink boa feathers found “naturally”
around Skagway. The nest was discovered during the renova-
tion of the Pantheon building.
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News Classified Ads cost 40
cents per word, $4 minimum.
Ads must be pre-paid unless
advertiser has a business
account with the newspaper.
Payment can be made by cash,
check or credit card. Out-of-
town ads must be pre-paid
with a credit card and should
be phoned in to 907-983-
2354. All ads appear in our on-
line edition for a minimum of
two weeks.

JOBS-OPPORTUNITIES
HOUSING-PROPERTY

FOR SALE: Duplex, three
bedrooms and two baths on each
side. Constructed 2019. Fridge,

range, washer/dryer included,
partially furnished. Call 907-723-
2931.6120197

YEAR ROUND  APARTMENT
FOR RENT. 1 bed/1bath, fully
furnished with a full kitchen,
washer/dryer, and a deck. $1,200
per month plus sales tax. Heating
fuel is included in the monthly
rent. Contact Debbie Knorr at

907-612-0197.

COMMERCIAL-PROPERTY

BUSINESS FOR SALE: Gold
Digger Mine and Dine For more
information  see  https:/www.
skagway.forsale/

Downtown Skagway  Space

available for lease: 1200SF retail
space next to Eagles Hall. Great
location in the heart of Skagway'’s
Historic District between 5th and
6th Ave. on Broadway. This is for
the south retail in the Kelly Block
Building. Contact jimpjewell@
gmail.com or text Jim at 907-612-
0114.(1cb)

RETAIL SPACE ON BROADWAY
for lease. See info at:
skagwayrealestate.net. (1cb)

MARKETPLACE

CHILKAT  VALLEY NEWS &
WHITEHORSE STAR available at
Skaguay News Depot & Books

PERSONALS-MISC. SERVICES

WWW.

FOOD BANK  DONATIONS
WELCOME. Donations may be
sent to the Food Bank, PO Box
200, Skagway, AK 99840. The
local Food Bank helps those in
need with groceries. If you need
assistance, or know anyone who
needs assistance, at any time of
year, call any pastor or 907-612-
0313. (1cp)

LEGAL ADS

To inquire about legal ads,
contact us at
sales@skagwaynews.com

BROADWAY BULLETIN BOARD

Police & Fire Blotter

March 7

Police received a re-
port that a bald eagle
carcass washed up on
Long Bay.

March 8

The Klondike Highway
reopened after being
closed since March 1.

March 11

The Klondike Highway
closed due to blizzard
and whiteout condi-
tions between Fraser
and Carcross.

March 12

Police responded to a
noise complaint on 6%
Avenue.

The Klondike Highway
reopened.

Submitted by Skagway Police Department

March 13

The Klondike Highway
closed due to high
winds and low visibility.

March 14

The Klondike Highway
reopened.

March 18

The Klondike Highway
closed due to ava-
lanche conditions and
was reopened that
afternoon.

March 19

Police responded to a
domestic dispute on
20" Avenue.

Micah Cook, 21, of
Skagway, was arrest-
ed for an outstanding
warrant.
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COMMUNITY
CALENDAR

Library Hours:
M-F11am.-6 p.m.
Sat 1 p.m.-5p.m.
Closed Sunday
8 patrons max.
(COVID-19 mitigation
practices are in place)
Call 983-2665 or email
library@skagway.org
Dahl Clinic Winter Hours:
Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Closed Sat. and Sun. For af-
ter-hours emergencies,
please dial 911.
Incinerator Hours
T,Th, Sa. 1-3 p.m.
Skagway Museum
Closed for the season
Border stations:
7am.-11 p.m.

Call each station for
specifics.

Ferry Terminal Hours
M-F8a.m.-4 p.m.

See www.skagway.org for
borough meeting updates.

RECREATION CTR SCHED

Skagway Recreation Center ©

OPEN regular hours
5:30am-NOON and 4pm -8pm
Please sign up for classes, wt.

SKAGWAY WORSHIP
DIRECTORY

Please contact each
worship location for
their updated COVID-19
schedule

Assembly of God Church
8th & State ® 907-983-2350
Sun. Worship......cccccovnee. 11 a.m.
Wed. Bible Devotions &Prayer 7
p.m.

Meeting on-line only during
shelter-in-place order. Email
skagwayag@outlook.com for the
zoom link.

First Presbyterian Church
5th & Main e 983-2260
Sunday Worship 10 am
Wed. Women'’s Prayer 1:30 pm
Thursday Bible Study 3:30 pm
Online Access Available to all
events.

The Church offJesus Christ
o
Latter Day Saints
11th & State ® 983-2518
Sun. Sacrament Meeting...10 a.m.
Sun. School/Primary ...11:10 a.m.
Relief Society/Priesthood...12
p.m.

St. Therese Catholic Church
9th & State ® 983-2271

p.m.
Mass Mon. & Tues........... 12:10
p.m.
(when a priest is available)

WEATHER

WATCH

NATIONAL WEATHER
SERVICE OBSERVATIONS
FOR PREVIOUS 24-HOUR

PERIOD BEFORE 7 A.M.
IDATE __MAX MIN PREC
Weather Watch 2/10 - 3/19
2/10 3 -4 -
2/11 missing -4 -
2/12 15 6 -
2/13 22 14 -
2/14 26 14 -
2/15 20 12 -
2/16 19 4 -
2/17 33 5 .08 in
2/18 36 26 .01 in
2/19 39 31 51in
2/20 38 31 .07 in
2/21 35 24 .28 in
2/22 38 28 trace
2/23 38 27 .02 in
2/24 36 27 -
2/25 36 30 trace
2/26 37 22 -
2/27 35 22 -
2/28 36 31 .70in
3/1 38 32 .02 in
3/2 39 35 .05in
3/3 38 25 .07 in
3/4 39 27 .10in
3/5 40 30 trace
3/6 40 30 .08 in
3/7 41 27 -
3/8 39 26 -
3/9 34 14 -
3/10 34 15 -
3/11 36 20 trace
3/12 39 25 trace
3/13 34 17 -
3/14 23 11 -
3/15 27 11 trace
3/16 32 25 .34 in
3/17 39 30 .13in
3/18 36 30 .5510n
3/19 37 27 .02 in
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Photo by Gretchen Wehmhoff

The MV Tazlina, which is not a fast ferry, docks in Skagway.
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State sells fast ferries to Spanish operator

Larry Persily
Wrangell Sentinel

After spending almost $1.1
million to keep the vessels
out of service to save mon-
ey and safely tied up the past
several years, the state last
week sold its two fast ferries
— built at a combined cost
of $68 million less than 20
years ago — for just over $5
million.

Mediterranean-based cat-
amaran operator Trasmapi
offered around $4.6 mil-
lion for the Fairweather
and Chenega. The company
serves the Spanish island of
Ibiza, about 70 miles off the
coast. The state was able to
negotiate the final price to
$5,174 444.

The price for two nev-
er-used spare diesel engines
for the ships is being nego-
tiated separately, said Sam
Dapcevich, spokesman for
the Alaska Department of
Transportation.

Trasmapi was the only
bidder for the 235-foot-long
ships. The company runs a
fleet between the Spanish
mainland and Ibiza, a top
destination for European va-
cationers.

The state had asked for a
minimum bid of $10 million.

The sale proceeds will be
transferred into the state’s
vessel construction fund, an
account used for future Alas-
ka Marine Highway System
(AMHS) ship maintenance

Legislators, governor differ on ferry system advisory board

Larry Persily
Wrangell Sentinel

Gov. Mike Dunleavy
wants to create a new state
ferry system advisory board
with one state official and 10
public members to replace
an existing advisory panel,
similar to a separate propos-
al from coastal lawmakers.
The difference being that the
legislative proposal would
protect board members from
dismissal by a governor,
while under Dunleavy’s bill,
the members would “serve
at the pleasure” of the gov-
ernor.

The governor would ap-
point the entire board under
Dunleavy’s bill, while the
Legislature would name al-
most half the panel under the
measure sponsored by law-
makers.

Under either bill, the panel
would advise the state De-
partment of Transportation
on ferry system operations,
including long-term plan-
ning.

“Hopefully, the Legisla-

ture will put some teeth into
it,” said Robert Venables, of
Haines, chair of the existing
Marine Transportation Advi-
sory Board, which was cre-
ated under Gov. Frank Mur-
kowski 18 years ago.

Venables would prefer
members of the adviso-
ry panel be protected from
removal every time a new
governor takes office to
guard against the “revolving
door” of changing political
opinions on how to run the
ferries.

The Alaska Marine High-
way System “is in worse
shape now than it’s ever
been in its history,” Venables
said, acknowledging the ad-
visory board has been unable
to stop the deterioration.

A steep budget cut in Dun-
leavy’s first year in office
significantly reduced ferry
service to coastal communi-
ties, while passenger travel
and revenue have been in
decline for years.

“As we continue efforts to
restructure and modernize
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the Alaska Marine Highway
System, it is imperative the
long-term operations and
finances are addressed,”
the governor said in a pre-
pared statement introducing
his bill. “Our goal remains
the same, to create a more
reliable and efficient Ma-
rine Highway System to
serve coastal Alaska for
years to come.”

The governor’s proposal
would create the Alaska Ma-
rine Highway System Op-
eration and Planning Board
and direct the Department
of Transportation to consult
with the panel in developing
a short-term and long-term
plan for the ferry system.

The legislative proposal
would call it the Alaska Ma-
rine Highway Operations
Board, with a similar consul-
tation role.

“The  governor’s  bill
doesn’t do enough in terms
of making real, needed
change in terms of manage-
ment of the Marine Highway
System,” said Ketchikan
Rep. Dan Ortiz, who also
represents Wrangell.

Ortiz said he would prefer
more independence for the
advisory board and “real au-
thority to make changes.”

The  representative s
co-sponsor of House Bill 63,
along with House Speaker
Louise Stutes, of Kodiak,
that would protect members
of the advisory board from
dismissal by each new gov-
ernor.

The bill was scheduled for
a public hearing at 1:30 p.m.
on March 18 in the House

Transportation Committee.
It is the bill’s second hear-
ing in the committee. Law-
makers have yet to schedule
a hearing on the governor’s
proposal, House Bill 134, or
its identical Senate bill.

The governor’s bill does
not solve the problem of po-
litical interference with the
ferry system, said Sitka Rep.
Jonathan  Kreiss-Tomkins.
“There 1is still a much more
politicized aspect” to Dun-
leavy’s proposal, the legis-
lator said. “It’s kind of like
rearranging the deck chairs,”
without saving the ship, he
said.

Though the Legislature is
about halfway through the
session, Kreiss-Tomkins
said it’s still possible law-
makers could approve a new
advisory panel with expand-
ed authority this year.

and construction. The deal
closed March 10.

“Selling the fast ferries
is a move to right-size the
fleet and lets AMHS redi-
rect funds used for their
storage to operations. This
moves us toward our goal of
a more sustainable and af-
fordable level of service for
Alaskans,”  Transportation
Commissioner John MacK-
innon said in a prepared
statement.

The  Fairweather and
Chenega have been tied up
at Ward Cove in Ketchikan
the past few years, at an esti-
mated total cost of $1.1 mil-
lion through this fiscal year
for shore power and security
and moorage fees, according
to a department presentation
to the Senate Finance Com-
mittee transportation budget
subcommittee on March 3.

The ships, which traveled
about twice as fast as the
rest of the state ferry fleet,
were popular with passen-
gers. But they struggled to
perform in rough seas and
burned much more fuel.
The ships, each powered by
four diesel engines, burned
through about 600 hours of
fuel an hour, according to
the Alaska Marine Highway
System website. That’s more
than double the consumption
rate of the Matanuska, which
can carry more than twice as
many passengers and vehi-
cles as the smaller ferries.

A heavy-lift vessel is ex-
pected to pick up the ships
and take them to Spain
via the Panama Canal this
month, Dapcevich said.
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