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Grizzly killed off-season in Dyea, ADF&G investigates
Photos provided  by parents.

Top left: Scarlett and Brixton O’Boyle, age 5. Lower left: Isabella Wagner, age 4. Right: new teacher Catera Gilmore, age undisclosed.

Assembly to 
consider year-
round grant

By Melinda Munson
Skagway Police Depart-

ment (SPD) responded to 
calls that a brown bear had 
been shot and killed on the 
Dyea Flats on Aug. 2. After 
assessing the situation, the 
department referred the in-
cident to the Alaska Depart-
ment of Fish and Game (AD-
F&G).

The Skagway News is 
not releasing the name of 
the Dyea resident who shot 
the bear as he has not been 
charged and did not wish to 
comment. According to SPD 
Chief Ray Leggett, the resi-
dent reported the bear death 
as “defense of life or proper-
ty.”

In an atypical summer with 
few tourists, Skagway’s bears 
have been abnormally active. 
Residents who have more 

free time than usual have 
been watching the Dyea bears 
closely. There was an outcry 
on the Facebook group, Skag-
way Naturally, when news of 
the brown bear’s demise was 
posted.

A screenshot from the Face-
book account of an out-of-
town relative of the man who 
killed the bear proclaimed: 
“Day two of hunting season. 
We got a grizzly.” The post 
was taken down and the own-
er of the account did not re-
spond to messages.

Leggett urged calm and pa-
tience while the situation is 
being investigated.

“Just stand down and let the 
trooper do his job,” Leggett 
advised.

Black bear season started 
on Sept. 1. Brown bear season 
does not begin until Sept. 15.

In Haines, 16 aggressive 
bears have been killed this 
year. This is an unusually 
high number, according to 
KHNS.

Leggett said so far this sea-
son, SPD has received two 
or three reports of problems 

with bears.
According to Leggett, an 

ADF&G representative re-
cently came to town to inves-
tigate. The Skagway News 
was unable to reach ADF&G 
before deadline.

By Melinda Munson
The Finance Committee is 

working on a draft plan that 
would award funds to year-
round food establishments 
and businesses with store-
fronts who commit to stay 
open four to five days per 
week this winter.

“The purpose of the grant 
is to maintain the year-round 
business community for 
Skagway, providing services 
to residents in hopes of keep-
ing them both mentally and 
physically healthy during the 
long winter months in Skag-
way, Alaska,” the draft states.

Tier one businesses, which 
include restaurants and gro-
cery stores, could each re-
ceive $25,000 if they remain 
open five days per week. Tier 
two businesses, which in-
clude retail, fuel, salons and 
bars, could be eligible for 
$6,500 per business if they 
remain open four days per 
week. 

The money to fund the 
Year-Round Business Grant 
Program would come from 
sales tax revenue, not from 
CARES funding.

“This is real money that 
we’re spending out of our 
bank,” said Assemblymem-
ber Jay Burnham.

The Skagway News testi-
fied during citizens present 
at the Sept. 9 special finance 
meeting that they should be 
included in tier two as they 
are an essential business and 
consider their office a store-
front. In response, the Fi-
nance Committee later clari-
fied that a storefront must be 
on street level. The Skagway 
News subleases the second 
floor of the Skaguay News 

By Melinda Munson
Skagway City School was 

in an enviable position when 
it started in-person school on 
Aug. 27 with no confirmed 
cases of COVID-19.

According to Dr. Josh 
Coughran superintendent, so 
far, things have gone well.

“I’m not certain why I was 
so nervous about how our 
students would respond to all 
of the changes to the environ-
ment, they have responded 

Skagway School starts classes
beautifully,” he said.

Due to COVID-19, parents 
had the option of in-person 
school, Alaska Statewide 
Virtual School, which uses 
Skagway School teachers to 
support students while they 
learn from home, or leaving 
the district altogether and ho-
meschooling.

“One of the most deleteri-
ous impacts of the pandemic 
on school districts is the po-

see page two
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from front page
tential for decreased enroll-
ment … nearly every school 
district in Alaska is report-
ing a decline in enrollment 
which will lead to an inevi-
table decline in state funding. 
I am happy to report that is 
not the case in Skagway…” 
Coughran said.

The school’s 2021 fiscal 
year budget was based on a 
student enrollment of 130. 

Skagway School started the 
2020 year with 132 students 
in kindergarten through 12th 
grade. Fourteen of those stu-
dents are home-based. Nine 
students withdrew and tran-
sitioned to home schooling 
programs not affiliated with 
the district. 

Juneau School District 
started classes on Aug. 24 
with distance learning for 

Students “responded beautifully” to school starting up
all students at all schools. 
As of publication, the city 
has recorded 294 cases of 
COVID-19.  

With just two documented 
cases of COVID-19, Haines 
Borough School District be-
gan in-person school on Aug. 
18, requiring masks and so-
cial distancing.

Skagway School start-
ed the 2020 academic year 

in the green zone, meaning 
there are no known cases of 
COVID-19 in the community.

“I’m certain we will have 
challenges and obstacles 
along the way, but if the at-
titudes I’ve seen persist, we 
will meet them with resilien-
cy and creativity,” Coughran 
said.

The Myers family with Millie in fifth grade, Ava in ninth grade, Silas, a senior, and Eiza in the first year of college.
Photos provided by parents.

Photos provided by parents.

          Isabella Wagner Scarlett and Brixton O’Boyle 

Alexander, 12, Ashton, 9,  and Ayden Flores-Leipold,12
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  YOU SAY TOMATOYOU SAY TOMATO
 .


 .

SUMMER HOURS
Tues. - Sun.  2:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 

 

Stay vigilant. 
Wash your hands.  

Wear a mask. 
Keep six feet apart.

The Skagway Recreation Center prepares to open Sept. 20 after 
several months of construction and COVID-19 preparations.

Photo by Melinda Munson

By Melinda Munson
After the emergency clo-

sure in March, the Skagway 
Recreation Center (SRC) is 
scheduled to open on Sept. 
20, as long as there continues 
to be no community spread of 
COVID-19. Use will be by 
appointment only and new 
mitigation rules have been 
established.

“The rec-center direc-
tor, Katherine (Nelson), has 
been working hard to de-
velop phase one of a plan to 
reopen the rec-center safely 
with winter weather com-
ing. The plan is to limit ac-
cess so that social distancing 
and proper cleaning can take 
place to keep transmission of 
COVID-19 from happening 
at the rec-center,” said Bor-
ough Manager Brad Ryan.

Patrons must make an ap-
pointment to use the SRC by 
visiting https://signupsched-
ule.com/src.

Rec center to reopen with strict guidelines
Spin equipment and some 

cardio machines have been 
moved to the gym floor for 
greater distancing. Yoga 
classes will also take place 
in the gym with participants 
asked to bring their own mats.

A maximum of four people 
at a time are allowed in the 
weight room. Masks are man-
datory. The same rules apply 
to the cardio floor.

Clients must sanitize their 
hands and wipe down equip-
ment before and after use and 
bring their own workout tow-
els. Towels are required for 
the spinning and cardio room.

Cloth or surgical masks 
must be worn while inside the 
SRC. Patrons should main-
tain a six-foot distance while 
moving around equipment 
and keep a minimum distance 
of 12 feet while exercising.

Individuals should be no 
earlier than 10 minutes before 

group fitness classes and no 
earlier than five minutes be-
fore cardio and weight room 
use.

Users must “appear healthy, 
have signed up online and 
have a temperature below 
100 degrees.” They must also 
attest they have not travelled 
outside of Skagway in the last 
14 days.

Showers, the rock wall, the 
afterschool program, toddler 
time, playgroup and open 
gym will remain closed. No 
children under 13 are allowed 
in the center and those under 
16 must be accompanied by 
an adult and have manage-
ment approval to utilize the 
cardio and weight rooms or 
fitness classes.

Patrons will be charged $2 
per day. Long term member-
ships are not currently avail-
able. Users will be contacted 
every two weeks for payment 

Skagway Recreation Center
New Hours of Operation:

Monday through Friday: 5:30 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Monday through Thursday: 4-8 p.m.

Sunday: 1-5 p.m.

with reservation records as 
the basis of charges.

Viola Gazzeara, normally a 
5:30 a.m. regular at the SRC, 
is excited for the center to 
open.

“Let’s just get it on,” she 
said. She is, however, con-
cerned about the $2 per reser-
vation use fee. It adds up, she 
told the assembly, at a time 
when paying bills is difficult.

Depot & Books.
Borough Manager Brad 

Ryan said he expects the term 
“storefront” will be clearly 
defined in the next draft.

To qualify for either tier 
one or tier two, businesses 
must have “maintained an 
open storefront” from No-
vember 2019 through March 
2020, paid municipality sales 
tax during that time and com-
mit to staying open from Oc-
tober 2020 through March 
31, 2021. Restaurants are al-
lowed a one month closure as 
long as another restaurant is 
open during that same time-
frame.

Tier one businesses will 

not qualify for the year-round 
grant if they accept money 
from the earlier Small Busi-
ness Grant Program, which 
will soon award between 
$1,000-$6,000 per qualified 
Skagway business, depend-
ing on the number of appli-
cants. Tier two businesses are 
eligible for both municipality 
grants.

Steve Burnham, finance 
chair, suggested the possibili-
ty of creating a tier three later 
on, should there be any funds 
leftover.

Preparation for year-round business grants 
from front page

The Finance Committee 
will meet again on Sept. 16 at 
7 p.m. to further discuss the 
grant and plan to present the 
program at the next assembly 
meeting on Sept. 17 at 7 p.m.
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Editors’ Column Coffee, flowers, birthdays and anniversaries

 

SEPTEMBER 
SALES 

UNDERWAY 

20-40% off 
books storewide 

Sale ends on Sept. 18th 

Open 10:30am-4:30pm Monday-Friday for Safe Browsing 
or contact us at 907-983-3354  • www.skagwaybooks.com

SKAGUAY NEWS DEPOT & BOOKS

Thanks Everyone for 
Supporting Us at Fall Frolic 

on Independent Bookstore Day!

By Gretchen Wehmhoff
Early one Friday morning,  

I sat in front of my computer, 
to upload content for Alaska 
Family Fun.  As my faithful, 
dinosaur iMac (2007 version 
- since upgraded) warmed up, 

I saw the date on the calendar 
icon. 

“Joe? Do you know what 
today is?”

“Friday, right? I have to go 
to work.”

“It’s our anniversary. Hap-
py anniversary.”

“Hm. Happy anniversary.”
I went back to work up-

loading the weekly.
After a few hours I took a 

break to run an errand, stop-
ping by McDonalds to get a 
$1 coffee for Joe. Later that 
night, when Joe returned 
from work, he placed a few 

branches of flowers and 
greens in the McDonalds cup. 
Someone was tossing out a 
bouquet and offered him the 
entire package, but he told 
them I liked purple and only 
took what he needed.

For the next few days a 
strand of borrowed flowers 
balanced in a repurposed Mc-
Donalds coffee cup decorated 
the table and we were con-
tent.  

In our younger days, Joe 
purchased or picked flowers 
and his mother would make 
a perfect arrangement for 
him to deliver to me at work.  
Now I work at home.

During the years we had 
money and time, we splurged 
on anniversary dates at Si-
mon and Seafort’s, but most 
often we worked opposite 
hours, making celebrations 
on the exact day improbable.  

Our marriage doesn’t seem 
to be bothered by not stop-
ping everything for our anni-
versary. We both work on our 
birthdays, work on our anni-
versary and don’t seem put 
out. I’ve spoken with peo-
ple who can’t participate in 

a regular event, attend class 
or schedule anything on their 
anniversary day. Some folks 
even take the day off work.

Maybe we should do all of 
that. But that isn’t who we 
are. For now. 

We are a typical Ameri-
can couple with bills, nor-
mal family dysfunction, jobs 
and dreams. We love small 
things like hanging out with 
our dogs, working on projects 
and drinking coffee together. 
We definitely like coffee.  

Sometimes we aren’t even 
in the same state or town on 
our anniversary. Life is in 
perpetual change.

I spent  three political cam-
paigns prioritizing my state 
and community ahead of my 
family. The average citizen 
candidate has to practically 
quit work to give 100 percent 
of their time and energy to 
the job of running for office, 
or they must spend portions 
of their savings on the cam-
paign. I chose the former, 
mostly because I didn’t have 
the latter.  

Now I am enjoying time 
with my husband. 

Out of the election cycle, 
I choose to give energy and 
time to my marriage. I adore 
the man who gave up time 
to build, place and remove 
campaign signs for three dif-
ferent elections; the man who 
did laundry and fed the dogs 
while I knocked on doors and 
attended forums; the man 
who washes my car by hand, 
carries the laundry upstairs, 
cleans up the dog poop and 
goes to work every day; the 
man who took up slack while 
I cared for my mother during 
her 14-year journey through 
Alzheimer’s and now cares 
for his mother on a similar 
journey.  

Last month was our 25th 
anniversary, but we couldn’t 
hold a party during a pan-
demic.  Today is his birthday 
and we are in the same home 
until I drive to Skagway next 
weekend. We are good. It’s 
who we are.

I’ll get another cup of cof-
fee, Joe.  You pick the flow-
ers.  

Let’s do this for eternity.

By Melinda Munson
The state extended its dead-

line for a new federal pro-
gram, Pandemic-EBT for 
Children, which gives up to 
$458 in food assistance to 
each qualifying child.

Food Bank of Alaska (FBA) 
is administering the program, 
meant to ease the burden 
of lost school meals due to 
COVID-19 school closures. 
Students who were eligible 
for free or reduced meals in 
April, May or June, or who 
attended schools which of-
fered free meals, are eligible.

Families already enrolled 
in the Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program (SNAP) 
will automatically receive the 
new benefits on their Elec-
tronic Benefits Transfer card. 
Those who don’t currently 
utilize SNAP must opt-in by 
calling the FBA or filling out 
an electronic application at

https://www.foodbanko-
falaska.org/pandemic-ebt-
opt-in-by-august-31st-to-re-
ceive-this-new-relief-pro-
gram/.

Due to postal delays and 
technology glitches, the orig-
inal Aug. 31 deadline was ex-
tended to Sept. 30. However, 
Alaska’s Division of Public 
Assistance (DPA) urges cli-
ents to turn in applications 
by Sept.15 to allow time for 
processing.  

“DPA will not be able to 
issue P-EBT benefits after 
Sept. 30, 2020, due to federal 
regulatory guidelines,” they 
stated.

Skagway City School opt-
ed out of the National School 
Lunch Program in 2013. 

“While low participation 
was a factor in the decision, 
it was really more about poor 
food quality and the enor-
mous amount of paperwork 

Parents may qualify for pandemic food 
payments for children, free school meals

associated with coordinating 
the program,” said Superin-
tendent Josh Coughran. “At 
the time (and still now) we 
felt that we could provide a 
much higher quality nutri-
tional experience for kids 
while still serving families 
who rely on free and reduced 
price meals.”

Currently, parents who 
need help with school meals 
must first apply to SNAP. 
Once approved, they should 
contact Coughran.

 Skagway School charges 
$5 for full-price lunch.

Interested parties can find 
SNAP applications at the fol-
lowing link.

http://dhss.alaska.gov/dpa/
Pages/SNAP/default.aspx
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Homemade Laundry Soap 
(From Skagway Traditional Council’s Green Laundry 
Class, Sarah Cash)

Ingredients
½ bar Dr. Bronner’s hand soap 
			  (available at You Say Tomato)
1 ½ cup borax
1 ½ cup washing soda

Directions
Grate one cup of hand soap, 

using the smallest grate size 
possible. When measuring, 
shake but don’t press down.

Combine all three ingredients. (Pour slowly.)

Use one to three tablespoons of product for each load 
of laundry.

*According to Cash, at one load of laundry per day, 
this DIY detergent will cost $5 a month.

By Melinda Munson
	 Every time Skagway resi-
dents wash laundry, plastic 
microfibers from synthetic 
clothes get washed down the 
drain. These microfibers are 
eventually absorbed by sea 
life, working their way into 
the human food chain.

According to Reuben Cash, 
environmental coordina-
tor for Skagway Traditional 
Council (STC), one piece of 
synthetic clothing will shed 
700,000 fibers in one wash 
cycle.

“That’s a problem you can’t 
throw a single solution at,” he 
said.

Reuben, along with Sarah 
Cash, STC program assistant, 
hosted two Zoom classes in 
August to show Skagwegians 
how to wash laundry more 
sustainably.

The pair retaped the class 

sans participants for privacy 
reasons. The course is now 
available on Youtube.

Sarah demonstrated how 
to make laundry detergent 
with three ingredients: borax, 
washing soda and hand soap, 
all of which come in paper or 
cardboard boxes. According 
to Sarah, homemade deter-
gent takes less water to man-
ufacture, doesn’t come in a 
plastic container and avoids 
ingredients which lead to 
“chronic aquatic toxicity.”

“Any substance you put in 
an environmental system is 
going to take its toll,” Sar-
ah warned, reminding class 
members to use the smallest 
amount of homemade deter-
gent possible.

Reuben outlined three addi-
tional steps environmentally 
conscious consumers can use 
to minimize their impact on 

STC class airs dirty laundry, teaches how to keep water cleaner
the watershed.

Go big. Large loads of laun-
dry produce less microfibers 
as the clothes have a smaller 
space to agitate.

Keep cool. Hotter tempera-
tures create more microfibers. 
Wash loads on cold water, 
which will also save energy.

Quality over quantity. 
Newer clothes release more 
microfibers than older ones. 
Buy high quality clothes and 
keep them as long as possi-
ble. 

Sarah also recommended 
replacing single use dryer 
sheets (made out of polyester, 
a type of plastic) with wool 
laundry balls.

The STC gifted laundry kits 
to everyone who participated 
in the online class. The kits 
included wool dryer balls, a 
batch of homemade soap and 
a Cora Microfiber Laundry 

Ball, a simple device made 
from recycled plastic which 
filters and traps microfibers 
in the washing machine.

View the class at 
https://ww.youtube.com/
watch?v=SAFhQmKPblc&-
feature=youtu.be

By Melinda Munson
The Skagway Traditional 

Council, in partnership with 
Southeast Alaska Regional 
Health Consortium (SEAR-
HC) and Skagway EMTs, 
are offering free COVID-19 
tests “to help maintain zero 
cases and help with the early 
detection of COVID among 
symptomatic people,” said 
Sara Kinjo-Hischer, tribal ad-
ministrator.

The testing is available 
on Saturdays and Sundays 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. and is 
conducted at the STC Tribal 
Apartment at 11th Avenue 
and Broadway. Appointments 
are not needed. Participants 
should remain in their vehi-
cles and follow the techni-
cian’s instructions.

The program utilizes a RT-
PCR self-swabbing nasal test, 
meaning patients take their 
own sample with the super-
vision of a technician. Those 
tested can expect results in 
about seven days.

The testing is strictly for 
those without COVID-19 
symptoms. Anyone with 
symptoms should call Dahl 
Memorial Clinic (DMC) at 

907-983-2255 to schedule an 
appointment.

“From the clinic’s perspec-
tive, any testing in addition to 
what the clinic is offering is 
valuable for the community. I 
fully support their initiative,” 
said Estelita Fielding, DMC 
executive director. 

STC, SEARHC provide free COVID tests
for asymptomatic individuals

SEARHC is providing sim-
ilar testing in Juneau, Kla-
wock, Klukwan, Kake, Peli-
can, Sitka and Wrangell.

For questions contact Kinjo 
Hischer at 907-983-4068 or 
SEARHC at 907-463-4000.

COVID - 19 testing is available on Saturdays and Sundays from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
at the STC Tribal Apartment at 11th Avenue and Broadway. 

Appointments are not needed. Call STC about testing at the ferry terminal and airport.

Skagway Tribal Council will host weekend COVID testing in 
cooperation with SEARHC.

Photo by Melinda Munson
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World Capitals

Family Fun Page - print and share

Sudoku

Across
1 Start of Operation 
			  Overlord
5 Banned pollutants
9 Former Soviet ruler --- 	

				   Andropov
10 Acute
11 Watch
14 When one is supposed 	

				   to get there
15 Metal container
16 Period of history
17 Judicial restraint
19 Variable
22 Old-fashioned
23 Hung around
25 First of her kind

26 The whole race, or a 	
				   member of half of it

27 Put down in the street
30 Journey’s end
33 Yearned
34 The power to reject
35 Playthings
36 Thrust with a knife

Down
1 Embankment
2 Musical composition 
			  for two
3 Extent of space
4 Pup’s cry
5 Remarkable events
6 Reef
7 Cattle classifications

Accra
Amman
Ankara
Apia
Bamako
Belgrade
Cairo
Doha
Kabul
Kigali
La Paz
Lagos
Lima
Luanda

Macau
Male
Maputo
Monaco
Muscat
Noumea
Oslo
Prague
Rome
Roseau
Seoul
Suva
Taipei
Yaren

8 Puffball emissions
10 Obstacle
12 Scholarly centers
13 Not any
17 Light rowboat
18 Slender bar
19 Ran away
20 Occupy
21 Worldwide cultural org.
24 South African monetary 	

				   unit
27 Tokyo legislature
28 Small thing
29 Nose-in-the-air sort
31 Your, old style
32 Domestic channels for 

news, education, entertain-
ment and rubbish

Last issues’s answers

Wordsearch

Color by number
Blue Light blue Sky blue Red Yellow
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News Classified Ads cost 40 
cents per word, $4 minimum. 
Ads must be pre-paid unless 
advertiser has a business 
account with the newspaper. 
Skagway residents may drop 
off ad and payment at the 
News Depot. Payment can be 
made by cash, check or credit 
card. Out-of-town ads must be 
pre-paid with a credit card and 
should be phoned in to 907-
983-2354. All ads appear in our 
on-line edition for a minimum 
of two weeks. Next deadline: 
Sunday, July 26 , 2020

FREE PERSONAL CLASSIFIEDS 
up to 25 words! 
CALL (907)983-2354 
 (restrictions apply)

JOBS-OPPORTUNITIES
CAREGIVER  NEEDED - 5 Days / 
Week – 5 Hours/ Day – Salary $20 
per Hour. For more details about 
the position, email Mr. Patrick 
(patdolan18@gmail.com)

HOUSING-PROPERTY
HOME FOR SALE:  470 1st Ave 
3BD/2BA home 1701 sq ft, with 
nice fenced yard, well maintained 
with many updates!  Call Mandy 
Reigle, Latitude 58 Real Estate 
Group, 907-465-7555 

For Sale: 2001 Main St, 2 Bdrm, 1 
Ba, Pan Abode cedar house, w/800 
SF detached, heated garage on 
a fenced corner lot. Priced to 
sell at $235,000.  Contact, ARA, 
David Brena, (M) 425-306-2020, 
dbrena5@gmail.com.

FOR SALE: Three parcels of land. 
First time on the market. One 40 
ac. parcel on AB Mountain (the 
Skyline Trail goes through the NW 
corner), One 83.4 ac. parcel in 
Dyea along the Chilkoot Trail in the 
vicinity of the old Hosford sawmill, 
and one 2.18 ac. parcel below the 
incinerator near the Skagway River. 
Call for further details, ARA, David 
Brena, 907-983-2700. (11cb)

Year Round Apartment For Rent: 
2 bed/2 bath, newer construction, 
fully furnished, deck, heated 
garage, energy efficient. No 
pets, no smoking. $1,900/
month + electric. Contact info@
skagwaybrewing.com   

FOR SALE: Duplex, three 
bedrooms and two baths on each 
side. Constructed 2019. Fridge, 
range, washer/dryer included, 
partially furnished.  Call 907-723-
2931.

COMMERCIAL-PROPERTY
BUSINESS FOR SALE: Gold 
Digger Mine and Dine For more 
information see https://www.
skagway.forsale/

DOWNTOWN SKAGWAY SPACE 
available for lease:  1200SF retail 
space next to Eagles Hall. Great 
location in the heart of Skagway’s 
Historic District between 5th and 
6th Ave. on Broadway. This is for 
the south retail in the Kelly Block 

Building. Contact jimpjewell@
gmail.com or text Jim at 907-612-
0114.(1cb)

RETAIL SPACE ON BROADWAY 
for lease. See info at: www.
skagwayrealestate.net. (1cb)

MARKETPLACE
CHILKAT VALLEY NEWS & 
WHITEHORSE STAR available at 
Skaguay News Depot & Books.
(1cp)

PERSONALS-MISC. SERVICES
FOOD BANK DONATIONS 
WELCOME. Donations may be 
sent to the Food Bank, PO Box 
200, Skagway, AK 99840. The 
local Food Bank helps those in 
need with groceries. If you need 
assistance, or know anyone who 
needs assistance, at any time of 
year, call any pastor or 907-612-
0313. (1cp)

LEGAL AD

CLASSIFIEDS 

BROADWAY BULLETIN BOARD

SKAGWAY WORSHIP 
DIRECTORY

Assembly of God Church
8th & State • 907-983-2350

Sun. Worship....................11 a.m.
Thu. Intercessory Prayer.6:30 p.m.

First Presbyterian Church
5th & Main • 983-2260 

Sun. Morning Worship .....10 a.m. 
Sun. Sunday School...............4 p.m.
Wed. Women’s Prayer ..........7 a.m.
Thur. Celebrate Recovery.....6 p.m.
The Church of Jesus Christ of 

Latter Day Saints 
11th & State • 983-2518

Sun. Sacrament Meeting...10 a.m.
Sun. School/Primary ...11:10 a.m.

Relief Society/Priesthood...12 p.m.
St. Therese Catholic Church

9th & State • 983-2271
Sun. Mass..............................5 p.m.
Mass Mon. & Tues...........12:10 p.m.

(when a priest is available)
Life Link Fellowship Bible 

Church 
11th and Main • 907-612-0121
Sat. Night Worship ............7 p.m.
Sunday Service.................11 a.m.

Please contact each worship 
location for their updated 
COVID-19 schedule

RECREATION CTR SCHED
Skagway Recreation Center • 

12th & Main • 983-2679
Cardio • Weight Room • Locker 
Rooms • Showers • Rock Wall

The Recreation Center is 
open by appointment 
beginning Sept. 20.

COMMUNITY 
CALENDAR

Library Hours: 
by Appointment

W, Th, F 12 - 6 p.m.
Sat. 1 - 5 p.m.

Call 983-2665 or email 
library@skagway.org

Dahl Clinic Winter Hours: 
Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Closed Sat. and Sun. For 
after-hours emergencies, 

please dial 911.

Incinerator Hours
T, Th, Sa. 1 - 3 p.m.

Skagway Museum
Closed for the season

Border stations: 
7 a.m. - 11 p.m.

Call each station for 
specifics.

Ferry Terminal Hours
M-F 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.

See www.skagway.org for 
borough meeting up-

dates.

Email Updates & New 
Events:editor@skag-

waynews.com

	 	

SPONSORED  BY 

Phone:907-983-2259

NATIONAL WEATHER
SERVICE OBSERVATIONS 
FOR PREVIOUS 24-HOUR 
PERIOD BEFORE 7 A.M.

DATE	 MAX	 MIN	 PREC
Weather Watch 8/15 -8/9

8/15	 59	 49	 .09 in
8/16	 57	 47	 .27 in
8/17	 58	 47	 .10 in
8/18	 65	 51	 .13 in
8/19	 62	 47	 .02 in
8/20	  65	 48	 -
8/21	  69	 48	 .25 in
8/22	 63	 53	 .50 in
8/23	 65	 53	 .05 in
8/24	 57	 53	 .36 in
8/25	  60	 53	 .01 in
8/26	  60	 52	 .02 in
8/27	  63	 51	 trace
8/28	 59	 50	 .11 in
8/29	 60	 49	 .07 in
8/30	 61	 51	 .20 in
8/31	  58	 51	 .22 in
9/1	  62	 54	 trace
9/2	  58	 52	 trace
9/3	 57	 50	 .13 in
9/4	  60	 47	 .02 in
9/5	  59	 37	 trace
9/6	  63	 38	 -
9/7	 65	 39	 -
9/8	  60	 50	 trace
9/9	  62	 56	 .06 in

SKAGWAY 
WEATHER

 

 Police & Fire Blotter
Submitted by Skagway Police Department

Aug. 26 - Police responded to 
a burglar alarm on Broadway 
Street.

Aug. 27  - Police responded to 
a bear on Dyea Road.

Aug. 31  - The fire department 
responded to several fire 
alarms triggered by a power 
outage. 

Sept. 2 -The police depart-
ment received calls regarding 

a brown bear shot and 
killed on the Dyea Flats. 
Police investigated and 
referred the incident to the 
Alaska Department of Fish 
& Game.

Sept. 4 - EMS responded to 
a rescue call for a stranded 
vessel four miles south of 
Skagway.

EMS assisted the Coast 
Guard with a medevac from 
the clinic. 

Stay vigilant. 
Wash your hands.  

Wear a mask. 
Keep six feet apart.
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By Andrew Cremata
There are 50 miles between 

Skagway and sublime fall 
lake trout fishing. I can vi-
sualize every twist and turn 
along the highway from high 
atop the White Pass Summit 
to the deep blue depths of 
Tagish Lake. 

My car hurtles along the 
roadway, yellow center lines 
nothing more than a blur. 
Along the way, grizzlies 
grazing on grass and moun-
tain goats climbing high to-
ward unreachable heights. 
The radio plays well-known 
songs as my dog Rufus ea-
gerly stares at the forward 
landscape toward familiar 
horizons. 

The autumn leaves are in 
full splendor as we turn off 
the highway onto uneven 
gravel roads. I know the trout 
are hungry because this place 
has been a part of me for 
more than two decades. 

Tagish Lake is deep and 
calm. The golden-colored 
mountains on the opposite 
shore are mirrored on its sur-
face, but this is mere illusion. 
The truth hidden deep within 
the lake are trout that thrive 
beneath the veil of reflected 
light. 

	All of these memories are 
themselves nothing more 
than illusion. The highway 
is closed past the Canadian 
border and probably won’t 
open for some time. Day-

dreaming about fall lake trout 
is an exercise in futility but 
also a welcome respite from 
COVID related topics.

	Nearer to Skagway is a 
shallow creek where trout 
gather to spawn in the fall. 
The water swiftly flows 
downhill, creating random 
currents that reflect light in 
chaotic patterns. Small back-
waters form near the creek’s 
edge where the water is still 
enough to see beneath the 
surface. 

At first, the space seems de-
void of activity but if the eyes 
remain focused, trout begin 
to appear. A few minutes later 
and fish are suddenly every-
where. It almost seems like 
the act of looking causes the 
trout to manifest within the 
ether of water and light in 
motion.

Of course, the trout were al-
ways in the creek, just as they 
are in Tagish Lake. The abil-
ity to catch any fish requires 
seeing past the illusion of 
watery reflection. This is true 
whether fishing in six inches 
or 600 feet of water. 

Countless misguided an-
glers will say, “To catch fish, 
one must think like a fish.” 

It’s far more accurate to say, 
“To catch fish, one must think 
like someone really good at 
killing fish.”

Targeting local trout in a 
shallow creek only requires 
average eyesight but how 

does an angler peer into the 
depths to reveal that which is 
hidden?

There are many schools of 
thought relative to this sub-
ject but all can be consoli-
dated into two distinct arenas 
- objective method and sub-
jective method.

An objective approach to 
fishing strange waters utiliz-
es proven angling methods 
gathered from reliable sourc-
es. The internet and old fish-
ing books offer an unlimited 
supply of fishing techniques 
that can be employed in any 
given circumstance to create 
positive results. 

If you were to travel to 
any pier, bridge, catwalk, 
or shoreline next to waters 
where fish are running, you 
will find that virtually every 
angler is fishing in the ex-
act same way. This is proof 
that the objective approach 
to fishing is by far the more 
popular. “If it ain’t broke, 
why fix it?” is the mantra of 
the objective angler. 

Another mantra of the ob-
jective angler is, “I don’t care 
if I catch any fish. I’m just out 
here to have a good time.” 
These are the words of fisher-
men that’s grown accustomed 
to failure and a testament to 
the fact that the objective an-
gling method has an inherent 
flaw - when it fails, there is 
nothing to fall back on.

This underscores the fact 

that the objective fishing 
method is based on knowl-
edge. In contrast, the subjec-
tive fishing method is cen-
tered on wisdom.

The subjective angler is a 
loner, content to fortify their 
knowledge through a wider 
understanding of nature it-
self. This trait allows them to 
see past the illusion of reflec-
tion and peer into the depths 
without prejudice, beyond the 
limitations and unreliability 
of eyesight. 

In other words, the subjec-
tive angler understands that 
inspiration comes from with-
in. This is why anglers that 
employ the objective fishing 
method often believe that 
subjective anglers possess 
some mystical attribute rela-
tive to their overwhelmingly 
consistent success. 

In their search for this illu-
sive fishing “secret,” objec-
tive anglers begin to believe 
in concepts like luck and 
karma. If you’ve reached a 
point where you believe that 
a kind act toward a fellow hu-
man somehow increases your 
chances of filling a cooler 
with dead fish, it may be time 
to consider a new hobby. I 
hear model railroading is fun.

In truth, the most success-
ful subjective anglers are 
nothing more than keen ob-
servers. The only way to see 
through the illusion of reflec-
tion is to use all of the senses 

The Road Ahead
to quietly and patiently inter-
pret any given environment. 
This means that perfect 20/20 
vision may often be more of a 
liability than an asset.

Speaking of 2020…. What a 
strange year it’s been. For me, 
there will be no fall lake trout 
fishing in the Yukon. No fall 
colors painting steep slopes. 
No earthy smells of decaying 
foliage. No final taste of the 
sun’s warmth as it rises above 
the mountain peaks and sets 
the lake on fire. No bend in 
the rod, singing drag or fresh 
grilled lake trout over a warm 
evening campfire. 

All of which are nothing 
but memories of the past. Re-
flections all. Illusions of un-
fulfilled expectations. 

What happens next?
The road ahead is no dif-

ferent than a deep Yukon 
lake. Untrained eyes will see 
nothing but a reflection of 
the present, an illusion that 
will quickly vanish when fall 
winds turn the water’s mir-
rored surface into chaos. 

Keener eyes possess a 
clearer vision of the future. 
Unknown, yes. Uncertain, 
without a doubt. But within 
those murky depths is bound-
less inspiration and infinite 
possibility. 

What a ride!

 

Fish this!Fish this!


