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To His Ezcellency the Right Honourable Sir Albert Henry George, Earl Grey,
G.C.M.G., &c., &c., Governor General of Canada.

MAY 1T PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY,—
The undersigned has the honour to present to Your Excellency the Annual Report
of tl.e Royal North-west Mqunted Police for the year 1904.
Respectfully submitted,

WILFRID LAURIER,

President of the Council.
January 28, 1905.
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RovaL NorTH-WEST MOUNTED POLICE,
OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER,
RegiNa, January 3, 1905.
T« the Right Honourable
Sik Wiwrrip Laurier, P.C., G.C.M.G., &c.,
President of the Privy Council,
Ottawa, Ont.

Sir.—I have the honour to submit for your information my annual report for the
ycar ended November 30, 1904, on the work performed by the force under my command
in the North-west Territories, together with the reports of the following commanding
officers, the principal medical officer and the veterinary surgeon:—

Superintendent R. B. Deane, commanding ‘ A’ Division, Maple Creek District.

«“ G. E. Sanders, D.S.0., commanding ‘E’ Division, Calgary District.
«“ P. C. H. Primrose, commanding ‘D’ Division,Macleod District.
“ W. S. Morris, commanding ‘F’ Division, Prince Albert District.
“ J. O. Wilson, commanding Regina District.

“ J. V. Begin, commanding ‘ K’ Division, Lethbridge District.
“ A. C. Macdonell, D.S.0., commanding Depot Division.
Inspector D’A. E. Strickland, commanding ‘G’ Division, Edmonton District.
Inspector T. McGinnis, commanding ‘ C’ Division, Battleford District.
Assistant Surgeon G. P. Bell.
Inspector J. F. Burnett, Vetei'inary Surgeon.

The development of the Territories has continued in the most satisfactory way.
Iinmigration has been large, crops have been good, cattle have thrived, coal mining
hrs largely increased and generally every industry has prospered.

As a result the work of the force has increased as compared with last year. The
new towns and extending settlements have called for police protection. A number of
new detachments have been established. I have not been able to meet all the requests
made for detachments, but I have done so as far as the strength at my disposal allowed.

As I have pointed out in my previous reports, the rapid settlement of a new
ccuntry brings a certain percentage of bad characters, and an examination of the
c¢riminal statistics of the year will show that there has been steady increase of crime
fo some years.

I am glad to say, however, that the condition of the country, from a police point
¢! view, is satisfactory.

I venture again to call your attention to the valuable work of the force among the
fereign immigrants. The influence is most salutary, and, in my opinion, is one of the
s'rongest forces tending towards the assimilation of these people. Our constables are
constantly called upon to advise and to settle disputes. The effect of a redcoat upon
them is fully recognized by the officials of the Immigration Department and the publio
generally.

The aesimilation of the large number of foreign immigrants is one of the problems
of western Canada. All the forces of education, religion and of the laws, firmly and
justly administered, will be required to solve the problem.

28—1
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The Royal North-west Mounted Police has gained a reputation, both at home and
abroad, as an effective organization, which has materially forwarded the progress of
the Territories. It is to-day dealing with all classes of men—the lawless element on the
border, the cowboys and Indians on the plains, the coal miners in the mountains, the
gold miners in the Yukon, and the American whalers and the Esquimaux in Hudson
Bay and the far distant Arctic Sea. It is an asset of Canada, and the time has not
arrived in the development of the country when it can be written off.

No case of crime is too remote to be investigated. There have been many in-
stances during the past year. The following are worthy of being brought to your
notice.

Extract from Sergt. Field’s report dated Fort Chipewyan, December 8, 1903 -

¢ A half-breed arrived here from Fond-du-Lac, on Lake Athabasca, and reported
that an Indian, Paul Izo Azie, living at Black Lake ,near Fond-du-Lac, had deserted
his adopted children in the bush some time during last September.

The particulars of the case are: This Indian Paul Izo Azie, was camped on an
island in Black Lake, where he intended fishing and hunting during the fall and
winter. One day he sighted four or five canoes, with a number of men on board, com-
ing towards his camp. He fired two shots in the air, as is customary amongst Indians
ms a sign of friendliness. They did not reply or take any notice of his shooting, but
paddled off in another direction, and landed on the main shore of the lake. This man
Leing very superstitious, as most Indians are, concluded that these were bad people
an] intended killing him and all his family. He got very frightened, so he
gol his wife, sister and the two little children and himself into his canoe and paddled
ashore, leaving his camping outfit and all his belongings behind him. When he landed
on shore he started off on foot for Fond-du-Lac, followed by his wife and sister, leav-
ing these two little children behind without food or protection, one a little boy and
the other a little girl, aged two and three years respectively. It being an eight days’
trip, or about 130 or 140 miles from his camp to Fond-du-Lac, his sister, a young girl
about fifteen years old, got fatigued after the first or second day’s travel. He left her
behind on the road also, without food or protection. This poor girl wandered about
the woods for several days in a dreadful state of starvation until she was picked up
by some Indians that were camped in that direction. She told them her story, how
her brother had deserted these two little children on the lake shore. Some of these
Indians started back to search for the children. When they got there they foun:
the camp just as the Indian had left it, nothing taken or stolen. They tracked the
little children along the shore and where they went up into the bush. They followed
their tracks up into the woods and then fired two or three shots and then called out
as loud as they could, but got no reply. Then they went on a little further, and there
they found a little dress, all blood-stained and torn, and wolf tracks all around where
the little girl had evidently been eaten by wolves. They could find no trace or sign
of the other child anywhere. There is no doubt that the little boy has been devoured
by wolves also.

‘ These Indians, who found the little dress, and also this man’s sister, being the
principal witnesses in the case, were not at Fond-du-Lac at the time Constable Pedley
was out there, so he did not arrest this Paul Izo Azie, as he could not get the witnesses.

‘ They will all be at Fond-du-Lac next summer for treaty payments. I will then
go myself and arrest this Indian and get the witnesses and all necessary evidence on
the case and take them out for trial’

Black Lake is about 250 miles east of Fort Chipewyan. The accused was arrested
at Fond-du-Lac on June 28, and committed for trial at Edmonton by Inspector West.
He was escorted there by Sergeant Field, accompanied by the witnesses. On July 25
he was tried at Edmonton by Mr. Justice Scott, convicted and sentenced to two years’
imprisonment at Stony Mountain Penitentiary.

In carrying out this duty, Sergt. Field travelled with his prisoner, by boat 667
miles, by trail 90 miles and by train 1,081 miles, a total distance of 1,788 miles.
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A warrant of committal to Brandon Asylum of an Indian named Paul Jones,
adjudged insane, living at Pelican Narrows, was placed in our hands. Inspector ].E[eﬁer-
nan was detailed to execute it. He left Prince Albert with Constal?le Dunning on
March 1, and returned with the lunatic on March 25, having travelled in the execution

i 29 miles, mostly by dog train.
ot th‘i‘si:g u]g;dsson’s Bay Co.s yoﬁs::er in charge of Deer Lake post reported. on J anuary
30, 1903, that one of the company’s employees at Hatchet Lake had lost .hJB life in the
summer of 1902 and that foul play was suspected. The report was received lfy me on
February 2, 1904, a year after it was written. Inspector Heﬁel:nan made inquiries
at Pelican Narrows and recommended that a thorough investigation should be made.

Inspzctor Genereux was detailed for this duty. He left Prince Alb.ert on August
96, accompained by Dr. Bourgiault, one constable and the necessary guides and boat-
men. He returned Jan. 9, 1905. Hatchet Lake by the canoe route, is upwards of 800
miles north of Prince Albert.

As illustrating the value of our detachments in the far north I refer to the case
Rex vs. King, murder. The alleged crime took place near Lesser Slave Lake detach-
ment, 300 miles north of Edmonton. The accused was arrested tnere and escorted to
Fort Saskatchewan, where he is held awaiting trial. Staff-Sergeant Anderson is de-
serving of much credit for his energetic action in this case. I doubt if the crime would
have been heard of had not the police been stationed there.

The days of hardship and danger are not past. From the boundary line to the
Arctic Ocean and from the Hudson’s Bay to Alaska, members of the force are con-
gtantly undergoing hardships and performing dangerous serviez unknown to the peo-
ple of Canada, their only reward being the eatisfaction of having done their duty. As
1 write, a patrol is about to leave Dawson for Herschel Island on the Arctic Ocean, a
distance of 500 miles, in an Arctic climate and over a mountainous and unknown
country.

Superintendent Moodie and ‘M’ Division are wintering at Cape Fullerton, Hud-
son’s Bay, where a small post has been built.

I quote the following from a report of Sergeant Fitzgerald, dated Herschel Island,
August 20, 1904, in which he gives an account of a patrol from Fort McPherson on
the Peel river to Herschel Island in the Arctic Ocean :—

‘On the evening of July 29 I left Fort McPherson detachment with Constable
Sutherland and Kenneth Stewart in the canoe, Stewart to act as guide and steersman.
Mr. Firth sent a small canoe with two Indian boys the same date. We paddled to
Nelson’s fishery, 13 miles down the Peel river, and camped for the night.

¢ Leaving Nelson’s fishery the following morning, we arrived at the mouth of Peel
river at noon and camped for the night on the Mackenzie river, 15 miles below the
Peel river.

‘On July 31, having a good fair wind, we sailed nearly all day, travelling
about 40 miles. Owing to the swell on the river the small canoe nad to be cached and
the two boys taken in our canoe.

‘Owing to rain and head winds, I had to lay over the 1st and 2nd instant, an:l
only made about 12 miles on the 8rd. On the 4th, 5th and 6th we paddled, making
about 60 miles. On the 7th and 8th we had to lay over owing to heavy rains.

‘On the morning of the 9th instant, having a good fair wind, we sailed all day,
a_rriving at the mouth of the Mackenzie at 1.15 p.m. The wind having gone down a
little, we left the mouth of the river at 2:30, thinking that we could sail close to the
shore along the coast. After we got started I found that it was getting very shoal and
found that I could not turn back nor make for the shore, and had to run the canoe out
tn sea for over three miles. We fought the wind and waves until 7 p.m. before we could
makq a landing, which we did'at Big River sandspit, at that time about 20 miles from
the river. Tt took one man bailing all the time and four of us with paddles and the aid

28—13
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of the sail to keep the canoe from swamping or going to pieces. If the canoe once
struck she would go to pieces in a few moments. I would not have ventured it with
the canoe if I had known that we had to go so far from shore.

At Big River sandspit there were about twenty-five Esquimaux camped. They
had three whale boats with them. I hired one of these natives to take the party to
Herschel island. I cached the canoe at this sandspit. Those natives are fishing there
and are putting up fish for the winter.

It stormed all day on the 10th instant and I had to lay over at the sandspit. On
the morning of the 11th instant, having a good strong north wind, we left the sandspit
at 8 o’clock and sailed seven miles west of Kay Point and had to camp at 4 p.m. owing
to the heavy seas. We sailed through ice all day. The whole coast is covered with
large ice fields. Left camp at 11 a.m. and sailed to the island, arriving there at 3 p.m.

‘ Nearly all the natives of the coast are camped at tne island waiting for the ships
to arrive from the west. There had been no ships arrived from westward when I
came to the island. SS. Narwhal left winter quarters for the east on July 14, the
Bowhead on the 15th and the schooner Bonanza on the 21st July.

¢ Mr. Whittaker reported that some of the ships traded a lot of whiskey with the
natives on their way out last fall, also that Captain Mogg let them have a lot before
leaving this spring. It is my intention to stay at Herschel island for the coming winter,
keeping Constable Sutherland with me.

‘I have rented a small hut and a storehouse from Mr. Whittaker for $5 a month,
and if possible I will get another hut to serve as a guard-room. I think that I will be
able to get enough wood hauled before the winter sets in and may be able to get a little
coal from some of the ships. Mr. Whittaker is going to Peel river this fall and
I will be able to get some provisions down with him ; I can buy the rest here.

Sergeant Fitzgerald and the men under his command are doing excellent work
under the most trying conditions.

I cannot refrain from bringing to your notice the heroic work of Corporal D. B.
Smith, stationed at Norway House, Lake Winnipeg. A severe epidemic of diphtheria
and scarlet fever occurred there in November last. Corporal Smith was untiring in
his efforts to aid the unfortunate people. He supplied them with food, disinfected their
hcuses, helped care for their sick and buried the dead. He was promoted to the rank
o1 sergeant in recognition of his services.

I could quote more instances of duty well performed, but I think that the fore-
going show that the strenuous days are not past and that the force is still ready and
willing to perform its duty. ’

CRIME.

The following table gives a classified summary of the cases entered and the convic-
tions made in the North-west Territories during the year ended November 30, 1904 :—-
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. a = 2| 3
° £ |8 2| 2
gl 2 |8, 2 w
- § 2| 2 |E°2| & Remarks.
= g |2 &l &
8| 8 [° BB
Offences against the person-—
Murd&e‘: ....... pe ........................ 7‘ *2 4 1{*1 committed as insane.
*1 convioted of man-
‘ slaughter.
Manslaughter............ ...t 8 1 4 ) .
Attempt tomurder. . ...l 3...... *1 2|*Comnmitted as insane.
Attemptrtoshoot .......... ...... R L...... 1......
Accessory after the fagt of murder . ... .. ... .. ... 1
Threatening toshoot ... ..... ......... . 3 2 1......
Shooting withintent .... .. .................. 4 2, 2 ...
Assault.............. ... 442| 337/ 102 3
w  aggravated 19 10 9. ..
w  indecent 7 3 4 ...
Rape, and attempted rape ....... ... ......... 16 5 10 1
Seduction............oo.. coel il Liiei. 2 1 1].... . !
- Attempted suicide......... ... ..ol b 3...... 2
Refusing to support wife and family... ...... 1 ) LS PR
Bigamy..... ... .......... et e e e ) | U O 1
Shooting and wounding ... v~ . ... or e 4" |
Intimidation ...... .... ...... cooiieeien..n. 11 8| 3...... |
Pointing firearms. ... ........ e e e 4 2 2|.. !
Aidingand abetting tocommit indictableoffence. . 1)... . 1f .
Abduction..... . 6 1 5 .
Miscellaneous...... ....... 9 7. 2f..
Offences against property— i
Stealing registered mail. . 1 ) Y
Theft. .. o euiiie i e e 494/ 329 145 20
Stealing mail bag...... ....... ... 2 1 ... ..
Robbery with violence .. ..... ... ... . ..., 2 2l
Robbery...... ......... ... H 1. 1| .
Horsestealing................ ....... ....... 70 25 36 9
Attempted horse stealing .................... . 2...... e 2
Burglary ... i . 27 14 11 2
ATBON. ... civin i 9 3! 2 4
Killing or wounding cattle or horses............ 24 8: 15 l‘
Cattlestealing ... ... .... .......coviennnn. 41 19 16 6
Cattlefrauds....... .. .........e il 3...... 2 1
Receiving stolen property ... ................. 21 8 13)......
House breaking................c.cooovvuii... 24 12 7 5|
False pretences........... ......coovviinn.. 65 30, 23 2
Forgery...... .... S 19 10 4 5
Fraud .... ... ... .0 Ll 25 15 6 4
Mischief e e 26 18 7 1
Trespass ......... ......0 ciiiiiiien e 29 28 )
Illegally cutting timber ....................... 3 8 .....
Damaging property...... .........cceoovuen... 14 6 8l......
Cruelty toanimals.. ................c.ccoooun. .. 35 27 8......
Bringing stolen property into Canada.. ... .. 2l....
Killingdogs.. ... ....... ....... 9| 2 .
Attempting to poiscn cattle.
Misappropriating funds. ..
Illegal sale of horse.................. ... ....
Miscellaneous.. .. ..oooovvviieniinniieane Lo
Offencex against public order— i
Unlawfully carrying offensive and concealed ‘

WEBAPOMB . ..o oo vvveins o et aiaaaaaiaias 27 24 3
Assisting member of R N.W.M_.P. to desert... 1 1......0......
Discharging firearms. ......... ............... 2 2......

Offences against religion and morals-- °

Vagrancy. ... ...... e e e 295, 270 25

Drunk and disorderly and creating a disturbance: 880 852 28 ...... i
Nuisanoe.. ... ...... .. ........ ... .. 3 2 1 .....
Inmate of house of ill-fame.................... 66 56 ... ...
Keeper of house of ill-fame.... ............... 19 19 ..
Frequenter of house of ill-fame ......... .. 43, 42 1...... i
Insulting language .... ..... ........ ........ 28 26 2 .. ..
Threatening language .. 13, 12 1 ... l
Defamatory libel............... .............. 2 1 1..... |
Indecency........ ..... ... oo el 8‘ 6| 2...... 1\

Carried forward. ....... ............. 2,939 2,304/ oo9| 76l
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CriME— Continued.
il i & 3
g x| .8
Rl L 5| B
—_ §§ e g 3 E - Remarks.
- B - 4
) S |8 R BB
Brought forward ............. 2,939) 2,304 559 76
Offences against religion and morals—Concluded.
INCESt ... veviiiiiii e e 3 2 || P
Gamblin Coe e e 4...... 4......
Posting letter of immoral character . ) | P P 1
Carnally knowing a girl under 14.. 2 1 1.....
Buggery ... ..o.ovoiiiiiiiiii i 1... .. 1.....
Unga.wfully performing marriage service . .... ... 1...... 1
Miscellaneous... ... ..o vieviiiiiiiiie L 23 2] R I
Misleading justice—
Perjury........coooeie ch i 12 2 8 1
Contempt of court...................... ... 2 1 1l......
Corruption and disobedience—
Escaping from custody...................... ... 3| 1...... *2|*1 as yet not recap.ured.
Attempted escape from custody............... b | I 1
Obstructing peace officers. . e e 15 13 2 .....
Resisting arrest. .... ...... ... ......... ... 2 2l . ... ..
Escaping fromprison .. ....... ... 9 6 2 1
Assisting prisoners to escape . e 4 3 H.... .
Assa,ultingE lice officer................ e 1 ) (N P
Violation Election Act.... . .......... ..... 7 ) (T 6
Offences against Railway Act :—
Drunk while 1n charge of locomotive............ 2 20 e
Stealing rides.. .............o 70 69 1. -
Obstruction on railway.. .. ....... ... ... ... 2 1 1}......
Trespass.........cocovere ciniiiininii e 13 13).... .
Damaging property......................oo.... 1 ... ...
Offences against Customs Act..... ................ 2 2
Offences against the Indian Act— I
Supplying liquor to Indians..... ......... 74 61 13
Indian drunks. . 103 84 19 .....
Prostitution. ... AN 1 ) L
Selling produce .... . ......... ... 1 ..o |o.ee
Purchasing produce....................... 1 ... ...
Desertion from Indian school......... .... .. 6 6l......
Drunkonreserve............ .....c. . o.ovoa.. 57 49! 8
Holding dance........ . ........ e 2 20
Liquor in possession., ............ ... .o 8 L1 S P
Having liquor on reserve... ....... ... . 1 1......
Trespassing on reserve..... ....[ .. ........ 3 i
Gambling on reserve... . ..... .. ..... 9 LA P
Refusing to return to reserve. ....... .. e 2 2’. U DU
Animals Contagious Disease Act.............. .. 12 9! 3
Offences against Militia Act.................. ... 4 4! ......
Offences against N.W_.T. Ordinances— i
Master and servants.......... 239 17 63, 1
Quarantine.............. .. ....... 3 3 ... .. ...
Game ordinance. ... ....- P, 45| 42| 3......
Hide ordinance. .... .....covuiiene covnennn ot 4 2 2i
Sunday observance 17 15 2
Prairie fires........... . ... . . ool 89 79| 10
Liquor ordinance .. 144| 126! 18|......
Insanity . ... ... 124 1120 12)......
Horse breeders 1 1.
Villsge ordinance.. .. . .. 6 . 6 . .. |......
School ordinance .. . .... ... .. ..., ... 9 9......
Stock ordinance.... ..... ... ... ... ... ... 8 8 .
Dental ordinance. ... . 3 2 1......
Road ordinance......... .... ... ..., ........ 2 1, ...
Pound ordinance . . e e e e 18 15 3|
Health ordinance............ .... ....... . 2 2 .
Livery stable ordinance.... ... .. ... ... 13 1B
Pollution of streams ............ ............. G 4 2.
Engineers’ ordinance. .......... ..... ......... 4 3: ...
Carried forward....... . ..... 4,140 3.306 746 89
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CriME—Continued.
——— e = —— — n 2 ﬂ'
HER 2
—_ 25 | 2 [E63|FE Remarks.
g= | 2 |2 5| SE
§ | E R ZIF
& & 3
Brought forward.................. 4,141 3,306, 745 89
Offences against N.W.T. Ordinances—Concluded.
‘Igntellcwdlfrom use of li p(:;a ................ g: % 2
Supplying liquor to interdicted persoms......... .
;‘]il&elﬁes... L e e 33 33 ............
egally practising medicine . ... ...... ......| 4 & .
Hawkers and BTB ...t e i 6 6 ... | .....
Gambling... ...... ... ... ..... ... , 5| 5 .....
Stray anmmals ............ .. . e i 29 21 8| ......
Brand..........coccoiin ciin viiiiiiie. . 7 1 *6! ... .,*Undiscovered.
Drunk while interdicted.... ............. .... 39 34 5.....
Obtaining liquor while interdicted... ...... 5 50 ... |......
Breach of contract. ..... e e .o U...... 1
Fencinguproads..... ...... .... .. e { 2} 2 .o
Dominion Lands Act..... .................... 2. .. 2|.
Noxious weed ordinance.............. ........ 1 ... ...
Miscellaneous................ ..o eiiiiann . 6 6].....
|
Total....... ..... ......... 4,329; 3,465 775 89:

ComMparATIVE Statement of Convictions between Years 1900 and 1904, under genera

Headings.
JR— 1904. 1903. 1902. - 1901. 1900.

Offences against the person ............... . .. . 386 317 189 144 109

" pro?erty ............. . 605 7 248 132 96

" publicorder, ....... ...... . 27 32 31 11 9

" religion and morals.. ............ 1,312 923 494 500 350

K wmisleading justice. .. .. ........ 4 T e e 3

Corruption and disobedience... . ............... 27 38 17 13 16

Railway Act..... ..... ......... . i | 86 32 | 5 49 46
Customs Act.... ...... coiiiiiiiin i e [P 2 |

Indian Act......... ... ... .. 228 296 | 238 1%0 143
Animals Contagious Disease Act....... ......... 9 s ‘ .......................
Offences against Militia Act......... e e 4 | . o e

Offences against N.W.T. ordinances....... ...... 77 606 1 298 219 165

Total..... ..ooo v cee 3465 | 2,613 | 1,520 |° 1,250 936
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ScHEDULE of Prisoners committed to, and released from, Mounted Police guard-rooms
between December 1, 1903, and November 30, 1904.

l

| g s gl =] sl £] 5| g
£ | $E % El % ¢ 2
| 5 3 ] o = 2 g
§ed Rl B e8| g8 22| g£ | g2
- 821 B3| S= | P 58g S8 EE
— L2 £ E2lZA (&7 |2 [ E2 |22 |E3 [Total
: a E i EZsS |z |£ |z ' &EE| 28|z
. g [=] a [=] a ! o~ Qx| Q
2 L. - - . . - s |-
&&= jo |a & = o8]k
‘ | — |
Total number of prisoners serving : ;
sentence and awamng trial on Nov. | , | !
30, 1903. ... Ll ’ 23 2 | 7 4 20 20 * 1 5 92
Total number of prisoners received...! 332 ° 170 ! 97 | 155 | 199 | 343 (...... 98 | 111 | 1,505
: | i
Total number of prisoners discharged' 339 161 l 86 | 157 | 209 | 333 |..... 92 104 | 1,481
Total number of prisoners servmg‘ ! i
sentence and awaiting trial on Nov.' ‘ ! i
30,1904.... ...l ' 16 11 18 2| 10 i 30 .... 17, 12| 116

* Prisoners go to Prince Albert jail.

The foregoing table includes all the indictable offences where the accused have
been committed for trial. It does not include the summary cases which have been
dealt with by municipal police. _

3,465 convictions were made in the 4,329 cases entered, an increase of 1,014
cases and 848 convictions over last year. 3,078 more cases were entered than in 1900.

Eighty per cent of the cases entered resulted in convictions. There is an increase
in the number of convictions for serious crimes.

Sixty-four convicts were sent to Stony Mountain Penitentiary as compared with
fifty-four in 1908.

There is an increase of 7 convictions for burglary, 6 for cattle stealing, 14 for
false pretences, 9 for house breaking.

Seven cases of murder were entered. Of these one was convicted, but found insane.
One was convicted of manslaughter and the remainder resulted in acquittal. In one
case, Rex vs. King, the accused is awaiting trial.

There i3 only one case of murder, which occurred in 1903, where the accused has
not been brought to trial. Detectives are still employed on the case and have recently
made such discoveries as lead me to believe that the guilty person will be arrested
and brought to trial.

I estimate the population of the Territories to be 400,000 people, largely of foreign
birth. The number of serious offenses against the person is remarkably small.

Among the offences against property, cattle and horse stealing are the most
serious. In the Macleod district a number of very important convictions was secured.
Superintendent Primrose and ‘D’ Division have been remarkably successful in deal-
ing with these crimes. T wonld especially bring to your notice the excellent work of
Detective Sergeant Piper. There are many opportunities for dishonesty where horses
and cattle graze on the open range, and, although conviction after conviction has been
secured and the guilty persons sentenced to long terms of imprisonment, still the
opportanities are so great that men will take the risk. '

The large increase of convictions as compared with last year is accounted for by
offences of a petty nature and offences under the North-west Ordinances which are
not criminal . Charges of common assault have increased by 60; of theft, 141; oi
vagrancy, 108; of drunk and disorderly, 237; of stealing rides on railways, 37; and
of offences created by ordinances, 170.
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One hundred and twelve persons were committed as insane, an increase of 23
over last year. There is a steady increase in the number of insane persons, due to the
growth of the population.

PRAIRIE FIRES.

There were 79 convictions under the Prairie Fire Ordinance. Fires were not so
destructive on the whole as last year. The Wood Mountain district suffered severely.
The fire came in from Montana and swept over a wide extent of country. The ranchers
had great difficulty in saving a sufficient area of pasture to winter their cattle. Severai
destructive fires were started by locomotives. The railway lines must be effectively fire
guarded.

INDIANS.

There has been a decrease in the number of convictions under the Indian Act for
drunkenness.

Generally their conduct has been excellent and few serious charges have been
brought against them. I regret to say that a number of young Indians from the Blooc
Reserve are now awaiting trial on the charge of horse®stealing.

The Tndians are prosperous and contented. The fur catch in the Athabasca and
Mackenzie districts was good and there was no destitution.

For 3ome years past the counstantly increasing consumption of extracts, essences
and patent medicines in the unorganized territories showed that these liquors were
not being used for legitimate purposes, but were being traded and sold to the Indians
and half-breeds for use as intoxicants. As an instance of the extent to which the trade
had reached, I may mention that a trader’s stock was examined by the police at Lesser
Slave Lake and they found 107 dozen 2 oz. bottles of ginger, peppermint, &c., equal
t-. ahout 16 gallons . This trade was demoralizing the native population, and, on the
{acts being brought to your notice, you directed that the sections of the North-west
Teritories Act dealing with the use of intoxicants in those portions of the Territories
wnere the liquor license ordinance was not in force, were to be rigidly enforced.

T issued orders in accordance with your instructions on February 22, 1904 . I am
glad to say that the traders have cheerfully complied. The reports from our detach
ments state that the prevention of the importation and sale of extracts and essences
has been most beneficial, and that drunkenness among the Indians and half-breeds has
gieatly decreased.

The North-west Government also Jecided to issue no permits for the importation
of intoxicating liquors except for sacramental purposes.

ASSISTANCE TO OTHER DEPARTMENTS.
Department of Agriculture.

The work for the veterinary branch of the department has been very heavy.

Seventeen qualified veterinary surgeons, members of the force, and one civilian
veterinary surgeon have been constantly employed. In addition civilian veterinary
surgeons have been employed from time to time to enable me to cope with the work.

Five veterinary surgeons (with an additional one at North Portal during the
summer months) were stationed at the ports of entry. At these ports 623 mules,
15.468 sheep, 829 swine, 28,932 cattle and 15,417 horses were inspected for importation.
Fees amounting to $6,174.36 were collected and remitted to the Receiver General.

Tor export from the quarantined area upwards of 50.000 cattle and 4,000 horses
were inspected.



10 ROYAL NORTH-WEST MOUNTED POLICE

4-5 EDWARD VII.,, A. 1906

The work of dealing with glanders was very heavy. The following gives the
number examined and tested.

Tested and quarantined.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .o oo .. .. 583
Tested and destroyed.. .. .. oo oo vt et vr vt ee v e -0 .. 237
Destroyed without test.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ...... 168
Tested and no reaction.. .. .. .. v vv vv vu en we oe we .. 2T
Examined only.. .. .. .. .. .. ool o e T8

Total.. .o ot e it e e e e e e e e e ee .. 2,513

Owing to the prevalence of mange among cattle in the south-western portion of the
Territories, the Veterinary Director General decided to enforce a compulsory dipping
order in the area affected during September and October. This area was divided up
into thirteen districts and a veterinary inspector placed in charge of each. This order
was enforced with much less friction than was anticipated, the cattle owners cheerfully
complying with the order, except in certain districts in the vicinity of Calgary. 373,
738 cattle were dipped once, 228,451 were dipped twice.

It is estimated that ihere were 583,976 cattle in the quarantined area and 64 per
cent were satisfactorily treated.

In the Shepard district, near Calgary, where the cattle were not treated, mange is
now prevalent and the cattle owners regret their inaction.

Substantial corrals and dipping vats were erected by us at Cardston, Coutts, Pen-
dant d’Oreille and Wood Mountain.

The veterinary staff has been worked very hard and, I believe, has given satis-
faction to the department.

My thanks are due to the Veterinary Director General for his recognition of the
work performed by the officers commanding districts.

Indian Depariment.

Escorts for treaty money and attending treaty payments have been furnished as
usual. In the Athabasca district, Inspector West, who is a qualified doctor and who
acts as medical officer of the department in that district, attended all treaty payments.

Customs.

o Wood Mountain and Pendant d’Oreille are customs outports and are in our
arge.

The encroachment of American cattle has been a source of great annoyance.
Owing to the high-handed action of an American ¢ round-up’ party south of the Cypress
Hills in foreibly removing their cattle contrary to the customs regulations and in oppo-
sition to the direct order of Staff Sergeant Allen, who was accompanying the ¢ round-
up,” we rounded up and seized all the American cattle found on our side and held
them for duty and expenses. The expenses were paid and the duty deposited by the
owners and the cattle were released. We seized in all 1,741 head.

There is evidence to show that these cattle are ‘encouraged’ to drift into Canada
to secure better pasturage. I am satisfied that the practice can only be effectively
stopped by fencing the boundary. I have recently recommended that this be done. In
atidition to preventing this nuisance, a fence would also aid materially in stamping out
disease on our ranges. As I have already mentioned in this report, determined efforts
have been made to stamp out mange, and ranchers have spent a great deal of time and
money to this end in compliance with the orders of the Department of Agriculture.
Their efforts are nullified if cattle from Montana, where mange exists, are allowed to
freely roam in our country.

A fence would assist in preventing smuggling and also aid the police in stopping
the illicit traffic in stolen horses.
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Department of the Interior.

Last winter detachments were furnished for the protection of the timber reserves
at Rosseau River, Riding Mountain and Turtle Mountain.

We took charge of and issued supplies to those colonists who had not established
toemselves, in the Battleford district, and we housed a number of families in our bar-
racks who had no shelter.

The immigration officials have asked our assistance several times in controlling
fanatics among the Doukhobors in the Prince Albert and Yorkton districts.

Department of Justice.

We received in our guard rooms during the year 1,505 prisoners, 466 more than
last year. On November 30, 116 were in custody.

The guard-rooms at Calgary, Fort Saskatchewan, Maple Creek and Moosomin
have been much overcrowded.

There has been no increase of jail accommodation except at Calgary, where the
old hospital has been turned into a jail and accommodation made for six females, two
lunatics and four sick prisoners. All female prisoners west of Swift Current are now
sent to Calgary, and east of that point to Prince Albert.

The completion of the new jail at Edmonton will relieve the congestion at Fort
Saskatchewan.

Proper jails are urgently required at Calgary, Macleod, Medicine Hat, Moosomin
and Battleford. This is a matter of great importance and I respectfully ask that it
be brought forcibly to the attention of the Minister of Justice.

We held 1,063 prisoners more than in 1900, although the accommodation prac-
tically remains the same.

One prisoner, Ernest Cashel, was executed during the year at Calgary. He escaped
from custody on December 10, 1903, and was recaptured on January 25, 1904. His
escape was planned by his brother, who, through the carelessness of the guards and
their disobedience of orders, was enabled to convey to the condemned man two loaded
revolvers with which he held the guard up.

Only one prisoner escaped and was not recaptured. This occurred from a railway
train on the Soo line. The prisoner jumped from the train while it was running at a
high rate of speed. The escort, Constable Logan, very pluckily jumped after him, but
unfortunately he broke his leg and was unable to pursue.

Sixty-four convicts were escorted to the penitentiary and 112 insane persoms to
Brandon Asylum. This escort duty is very trying, as one and often two nights are
spent on the train without sleep.

STRENGTH OF THE FORCE IN THE NORTH-WEST TERRITORIES.

The strength in the Territories on November 30, was 39 officers, 475 non-commis-
sioned officers and constables and 459 horses.

There are 9 divisions, each with a headquarters post, and 93 permanent outposts.
There should be more outposts, but I am unable to establish them. An increase of the
strength by 100 men was authorized on July 1, but I have not yet been able to recruit
them. I do not anticipate being able to do so satisfactorily until a substantial in-
crease is made in the pay. This was brought to your attention in my last annual
report.

We require sober, intelligent, active young men of good character, and such men
are in great demand in the country. To obtain them our rate of pay must be in
reasonable proportion to what is paid in civil life. The work of the force depends
upon the individual, and consequently we must have good men, and, above every thing,
men of steady habits.
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WASTAGE.

The following table gives the changes during the year:—

N.W.T. Y.T.
Engaged.. .. e e e ee e .. .. 143 1
Reengageda.fter]eavmg B & | 3
154 4
Discharged—
Time expired.. .. .. .. .. .. .. «u .. . 22 15
Purchased. . e e e .. 14 9
Purchased under three months service.. .. .. .. 4
Invalided.. .. .. .. .. .. .. . il it e e e . 8 5
Dismissed.. .. e e e .. 23 10
By authority from the department e e e e s 3
Inefficient.. .. .. .. .. . c. it i e e e ee e 6 2
Died.. .. cv it i it e e e e e e e e 2
Total loss.. .. .. .. . . .. 110 41
Transferred from North-west Territories to Yukon 36
Transferred from Yukon to North-west Territories.. .. .. .. .. 12
Specials engaged.. .. .. .. .. .. .. . 0 ol oL, 92 72
Specials discharged.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. T 66 _

The majority of the dismissals were for drunkenness. A constable who is addicted
to the excesive use of intoxicating liquor is useless.

The deserters were men of short service, who found the conditions not to their
liking.

The terms of engagement of a large number of men will expire during the next
four months. In order to replace them, and to bring the force to its full strength of
900, at least 200 recruits will be required.

TRAINING.

The training of the recruits at the ‘ Depot’ has been carried out as thoroughly as
possible. I regret, however, that the urgent calls from the Yukon Territory and the
outside divisions for recruits have compelled me to send men who had not completed
their training and who had not been long enough at the ¢ Depot’ for the officer com-
manding to ascertain their character and capabilities.

A class was established during the winter months for the training of non-com
missioned officers with very satisfactory results.

ARMS,

The new Ross rifles have not yet been delivered by the manufacturers. As
soon as received they will be issued.

New Colt revolvers have been received and will shortly be issued and the Enﬁeld
revolvers now in use will be taken into store.

TARGET PRACTICE.

The annual target practice, both with rifle and revolver, was completed by all
divisions.

A rifle range with eight targets was built on our reserve at Medicine Hat. It is
ar excellent range.
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It is proposed that annual regimental matches be held there. These matches were
to have taken place this year in September and all arrangements were made. Owing
to unexpected demands made at that time the matches had to be postponed.

SADDLERY AND HARNESS.

The saddlery is in good condition. Several sets of new harness were purchased
during the year. The harness now in use is worn out and must be replaced.

TRANSPORT.

The transport is in good condition. A few buckboards and light sleighs only are
required.

UNIFORM.

The uniform is of good quality. The new fur coats are excellent. They ary
light and warm and are much appreciated. The slickers and sou’westers issued this
year have been a great boon to the men.

RATIONS.

The quality of the rations supplied has been excellent, except the jam which iy
adulterated and of poor quality.

HORSES.

One hundred and twenty-two horses were purchased during the year, 70 for the
Territories and 52 for the Yukon Territory. Those purchased in the Territories
cost on an average $110.50 each. Good saddle horses seem to be getting scarcer each
year and we have much difficulty in getting the stamp of animals required. To
encourage breeders we have for some years given a prize of $50 for the best horses
for our purpose shown at Calgary, Macleod and Pincher Creek fairs. No prize has been
awarded at Calgary for two years, as no horse was shown which was considered
worthy of onc. In addition to the prize we were prepared to purchase the prize animal
at a price not exceeding $176.

In my opinion, the best saddle horse for our use is from thoroughbred stock. A
number of standard bred horses have been purchased by us but they have not proved
setisfactory.

It is acknowledged by competent persons that there is no better horse breeding
country than western Canada, especially the foot-hills of the Rockies.

As far as I know, there has not been a thoroughbred stallion of a suitable stamp
placed on our western ranges for many years. I think the question of encouraging the
improvement of horse breeding might be taken up with advantage by the government.
Our experimental farms have been of immense advantage to the farmers. An experi-
mental breeding station would be of like advantage to the horse raiser.

Thirty-two horses were cast and sold and an average price of $48 per head was
realized.

Twelve died during the year, three only from preventable causes. Eight were
destroyed on account of injuries received by accident.

There was no disease in any of our stables.

There has been a marked improvement in the shoeing and consequently a decreasa
in lameness caused by bad shoeing. I have still to complain of the shoeing of detach-
ment horses by local shoeing smiths.

The horses have stood their work well but they have been overworked. The patrol
niileage has increased. The great increase of police work has thrown a great strain on
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them. Forty-two horses were on the escort with His Excellency the Governor General
on his ride from Edmonton to Saskatoon, a distance of 377 miles, which was covered
in 11} days. Only one horse was off duty, due to an accidental wire cut.

To illustrate the work police horses are called upon to do, I may mention a ride
made by Sergeant Biggs on horse Reg. No. 2,688 from Moose Jaw into Montana
in pursuit of a horse thief. He was absent 135 days and covered 2,700 miles.

BARRACKS.

New quarters were built at Edmonton for the officer stationed there. A new black-
smith shop was built at Regina. Considerable repairs were made at all the posts. Our
buildings are old and require a lot of work to keep them in repair.

I again respectfully call your attention to the condition of the officers’ quarters at
Regina, which are in bad condition and almost uninhabitable. If the occupation of this
post is to be continued, new officers’ quarters are necessary.

New buildings are required at Banff and a small post should be built at Gleichen.
Conditions have changed along the boundary which make it advisable that a number
of outposts should be removed to the line, especially if my recommendation that
the boundary lir2 be fenced is acted upon. The outposts to be removed would be Milk
River Ridge, Writing on Stone, Pendant d’Oreille and Ten Mile. New outposts will
be required at Kennedy’s Crosing, White Mud, and at points south of Wood Moun-
tain and Willow Bunch.

The quartermaster store at Lethbridge barracks was destroyed by fire on July 11.
The origin of the fire could not be discovered. There was only a small supply of stores
on hand at the time. The building will not be replaced as there is ample room in the
barracks without it.

HEALTH. -

The acting senior surgeon reports that the general health of all ranks has been
good and all our posts and outposts are reported in good sanitary condition.

I regret to record the death of Inspector H. S. Casey, at Butte, Montana, on March
26. He was on important duty in Montana and contracted a severe cold which, with
complications, caused his death. He had served upwards of eighteen years and was an
energetic and conscientious officer. Had he completed twenty years’ service his widow
would have benefited by the Pension Act. This appears a great hardship and I would
recommend that the term of twenty years required by section 8 of the Mounted Police
Officers’ Pension Act of 1902 be reduced to fifteen years.

I also regret to record the death of Reg. No. 3673 Constable Beckwith, which
occurred on August 20, the result of a gunshot wound accidentally self-inflicted.

GENERAL.

Their Excellencies the Governor General and Lady Minto paid a farewell visit to
the Territories in September. Ceremonial escorts were furnished at Calgary and
Regina and an escort of 1 officer, 25 non-commissioned officers and men and 42 horses
accompanied His Excellency on his ride from Edmonton to Saskatoon. Saddle horses
were supplied for His Excellency and camp, also camp equipment and transport. We
also established a permanent camp for Her Excellency and party at Qu’Appelle Lakes
and furnished saddle horses, carriages and heavy transport.

His Excellency was pleased to express his approval in the following letter to the
Comptroller from the Military Secretary :—

GovERNMENT HOUSE,
OTTAawa, October 1, 1904.

Sm,—I am ‘commanded by' the Governor General to express to you His Excellency’s
warm appreciation of the admirable arrangements made for him on the occasion of his
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recent ride from Edmonton to Saskatoon and also for Lady Minto in the camp lately
occupied by Her Excellency at the Qu’Appelle Lakes.

In both cases everything that was possible was done to ensure the comfort of
Their Excellencies and I am to ask that you will accept for yourself and kindly convey
to the Commissioner and the officers, N. C. officers and men of the Royal North-west
Mounted Police, the grateful thanks of Their Excellencies.

I have the honour to be, sir,
Your obedient servant,
(Sgd.) F. S. MAUDE, Major.
Milstary Secretary.
The Comptroller
Royal North-west Mounted Police,
Ottawa.

The Coronation Honours, published on June 24, 1904, contained the following:—

‘ His Majesty the King has been graciously pleased to confer the title of “ Royal ”
upon the North-west Mounted Police.”

The force is deeply sensible of the high honour which has been conferred upon it,
and I trust it will continue by loyalty, integrity and devotion to duty, to merit the
great distinction which His Majesty has been so graciously pleased to bestow upon it.

I have the honour to be, sir,
Your obedient servant,

A. BOWEN PERRY,

Commissioner.
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APPENDIX A.

ANNUAL REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT R. B. DEANE, COMMANDING
‘A’ DIVISION, MAPLE CREEK.

MarLe Creex, November 30, 1904.

The Commissioner,
Royal North-west Mounted Police,
Regina.

Sir,—I have the honour to render the report of ¢ A’ Division for the year ended
November 30, 1904.

GENERAL STATE OF THE DISTRIOT.

Last winter was what may be called a hard winter, particularly during the month
of February, when the weather was extremely cold and a great deal of snow fell. A
severe wind storm during the middle of the month blew the roofs off two of our build-
ings and demolished five brick chimneys.

The cold weather was prolonged into March, and snow continued to fall, so that
travelling was worse than it had been for years, and the poor range cattle suffered a

ood deal.

& April, on the whole ,was a mild month, despite a considerable snowfall on the
99nd thereof. We had our usual May snow storm, but it did not do much damage, and
the weather thenceforward was favourable for stock of all kinds. The prairie grass
cured well, but the price of hay advanced somewhat owing to the short growth.

CRIME.

In the matter of serious crimes during the past twelve months, the record compares
rather favourably than otherwise with that for the corresponding term of 1903, but the
convictions under the vagrancy clause of the Criminal Code are in number mors than
double those of the previous year. This is accounted for by the fact that Medicine
Hat and Swift Current, the two divisional railway points within the police district,
have contributed their full quota of offenders against morality and public convenience.

The number of petty thefts is very slightly in advance of last year, while com-
piaints of horse stealing number eight in both terms ; complaints of cattle stealing are
fewer by three than last year, and the reason for this is not far to seek. A prominent
stock owner was convicted at the spring assizes and sentenced to three years in the
penitentiary on three separate chargs of cattle stealing, and this has, I think, induced
‘rustlers’ on the prairie to pause and consider before taking chances which might
prove to be adverse.

The following is a classified summary of cases entered and disposed of during the
past twelve months :—
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'g ; .| E ] E |
@ . i<} = 3
: 5l Elg |5 || & T
Crimne. S *g § i £ % E §
3 | E|E | 2|5 |E 33
S|S|a|s |« |b B
Offences against public order— i
Carrying pistol.......... e e e e 1 1
Offences against adminstration of justice— |
Perjury,........ .coooeiin e i e N O I |
Disobeying summons. ......... ... L e e 1 |...... 1
Off<nces against morals, religion and public convenience—
Indecent exposure............. ............. e 1 1
Vagraney......... 37 5
Drun'r and disorderly.......... ... 105
Keepers of houses of ill-fame.. . . ............ .... 3 3
Frequenters e e e 20 19 1
Inmates W e e e 12 12
Offences against the person and reputation—
Aggravated assault....... . ... ...l 1 1
Common W e T 22 2
of Attempted b W i e e B ) I 1
ences against the property—
Theft... .. p ..................... 24 5 4 1 3 6 2
Horse stealin, 8 1 2 2 e 1 2
w  illegal ) I R PR P 1
Cattle stenlin% ...... 4 3 .. | e 1
w  illegal branding 6 ... ] 6
Fraud...... ... o ol A 2 1 e 1
Mischief .... .. .... 3 2 | 1
Cruelty to animuls 2 2
House-breaking and burglary...... ........... ... 5 |...... ) S 2 2
Offences against the Indian Act—
Indians drunk.... .. ... ... .. ol 3 2 1
Supplying liquor to Indians ........ ... . . ....... 1 1
Offences against Railway Act—
Trespass . .... i e e e 13 13
Stealing rides....... e e e e | 28 23 !
Damaging property....................oo..n. 1 |...... 1
Offences against Militia Act—
Neglect toattend drill . .. ........ .. ..... ... 4 4
Offences against Customs Act...................... .. 2 | e 2
Offences against animals Contagious Diseases Act: Ne- !
glecting todip cattle. .. ................ ... .. 2 2
Offences against North-west Ordinances—
Liquor Act.........oooiiiin oo . 8 7 1 i
Interdiction............. .. ... ool 4 4 '
Prairie tire Ordinance.. ......... ...... ......... 5 4 ... 1
Master and servant ... ... . ... ... ... 6 6
Estray animals ......... ... ... ... ..o b] 2 2 d
BIDC.e. .. ot e e e e 1 1
Lunatics .......... ........... 5 3 2
Pollution of streams.. ......... ......... ... e ) S N 1
Sundry . .. ... e 2 ... 2 !

Theft.—The charge of theft shown as withdrawn was a charge that never should

have been made. It was made at Medicine Hat in connection with a trade, wherein a
horse and buggy were concerned, at Swift Current.
in motion in such a case and the charge was witndrawn.

The record shows six undiscovered cases of theft, the details of which are as fol-

lows :

I refused to set the criminal law

1. On January 3 complaint was made to the constable at Swift Current by a
person who was staying in a notel there that his pea-jacket had been taken from a peg
ov. which it was hanging. Suspicion was directed at a man who had left Swift Cur-
tent before the complaint was made, and we could not trace him.

9. The proprietor of the Cypress Hills saw-mill reported on July 17 that about 100
of his fence rails had been stolen from his logging camp in the bush about a mile dis-

28—2
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tant from his mill between July 7 and 12. These rails could not be identified and no
action was taken.

3. On June 17 a sneep herder, distant some fifteen miles from Medicine Hat, re-
ported there that on June 14 a ten dollar bill and some cartridges had been stqlen
from his tent on the prairie. He could not identify any of the property nor describe
it, beyond saying that-the bill was an issue of the Bank of Montreal. In the circum-
stances there was nothing to be done about this.

4. On August 27, report was made to the detachment at Medicine Hat that on
the 23rd idem, fifteen boxes of cigars had been stolen from a hotel there. On inquiry
it appeared that the cigars were missed on the 24th and that they were kept in a store
room in the hotel basement, the door of which was not closed, much less 18cked. As
there were all sorts of stores in the cellar, and the cigars were not very prominently
placed, the irresistible inference was that the person who took them knew where to lay
hi¢ hand upon them—but why three days were allowed to elapse before reporting the
theft to the police, I am unable to explain.

5. The following case is more remarkable still. On August 12, a Lutheran clergy-
man at Josephburg, reported to the police detachment at Medicine Lodge that about
four or five weeks previously he had visited his homestead and found a brand new
plough stolen. The plough had been ieft inside his fence and near his shack. Thers
were fresh wagon iracks close by, and he traced these until they led into the trail—
from there he could not tell which way they headed. It did not occur to him to report
his loss to the police until he was advised to do so some four or five weeks afterwards.
It was then of course too late to do anything.

6. On September 11, the following were stolen from the pocket of a pair of
trousers belonging to a section hand, which were in a boarding car at Swift Current :—-
two C. P. R. cheques for $40.66 and $20 respectively, and one ten dollar bill, denomina-
tion unknown.

A man who was suspected was traced and found at Leven. His person and pro-
perty were searched but nothing came of it.

The foregoing table shows two warrants for theft to have been unexecuted.

It goes without saying that a brief record in a police report gives no indieation
whatever of the time spent, the miles travelled, and the number of men possibly em-
ployed in a case which at first sight seems hardly worth the time and trouble involved.
I have in my mind the case of an immigrant from the old country who came here on
April 19, and took a room at a hotel. He was going to work on a sheep ranch some
35 miles distant. On the night of his arrival he put his watch and chain and a $10
Bank of Montreal bill in the pocket of his coat which he hung on a peg in his room.
Ty, the morning his watch and chain and money were gone. He came to me and T
examined him within an inch of his life as to what he could tell. He went to bed sober
and to sleecp—he heard nothing all night—he told me everything except that his watch
had a case with a silver-plated back and a celluloid face, and the whole case hinged on
this. Ile went out to his sheep herding, and inquiries showed that on the night in
question a man whom the N.C. officer on town duty suspected, went to a ‘sporting
house ’—paid for his cntertainment with a ten dollar bill and produced a silver watch
with a celluloid case, which latter he gave to one of the women who asked for it. Tt
then took two days to send a mounted man to ask the complainant if he owned the case
in question. By the time he returned with the necessary information the suspect was
on his way to Montana, and it cost two constables a night’s ride of 55 miles to overtake
him before he reached the line. They overtook a party with which he was travelling
at about daybreak and brought him back. He had passed the watch to a fellow traveller
—the ten dollar hill had been spent—and all the complainant recovered was his
celluloid case, which cost the thief a year of liberty.

When one considers the system where under such time, trouble and money are
negligeable quantities, it seems pertinent in these days to ask ‘can a better system be
invented or desired.’
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HORSE-STEALING.

One of the cases of horse-stealing entered as ‘dismissed’ was a very interesting
case and was thrown out in the magistrate’s court for the reason that the horse, the
subject matter of the inquiry, could not be produced in evidence. The animal after
having been stolen (cs alleged) was shipped to Qu’Appelle. There the original owner
found it, claimed it, re-possessed it, and sold it on a ‘slow’ note for $100—which was
very foolish of him. The result was that the purchaser worked the horse to death, Ieft
it on the trail, and tne carcass was so mangled and eaten by .coyotes that there
was not even sufficient hide to produce in court to permit the identity of the animal
to be proved.

The szcond case entered as ¢ dismissed’ was the result of the eunlightened verdict
of a Medicine Hat jury. A constable of the Mounted Police, being a prisoner at
Medicine Jat for a breach of police discipline, was released from custody by a fellow
constable and the two of them took from the detachment stable at Medicine Hat a team
of horses, harness, buckboard, &c., and drove to Montana. They were followed and
found. One of them was brought back to Canada by extradition proceedings—ha
pleaded not guilty at his trial and the evidence, which sufficed to convince a United
States Extradition Commissioner, was insufficent to convince a Medicine Hat jury,
who acquitted him. His companion, who waived extradition proceedings, returned to
stand his trial and, being found guilty by the Chief Justice sitting without a jury,
was sentenced to three years in the penitentiary. He was subsequently pardoned by the
Governor General.

Two cases of horse-stealing are shown as ‘withdrawn.” In one of these (the
accomplice of the two constables above mentioned) & nolle prosequi was entered by the
Crown Prosecutor after the very broad hint afforded by the aforesaid acquittal by the
jury at Medicine Hat, and in the other case the prosecution was withdrawn by tho
private prosecutors, livery stable keepers in Maple Creck, in consideration of the aga
end parentage of the youthful delinquents.

The case of horse-stealing shown as ¢ undiscovered’ is the case of three horses lost
by an Indian of Medicine Hat. After some little time he found two of them in the
possession of a German settler who claimed to have bought them for $20 from a half-
breed who had a mole under one eye. There is only one half-breed that we can hear of
who answers that description and he is in Montana, but he may return when this matter
shall, as he thinks, have blown over. Meanwhile the Indian’s horses are not worth the
expense of a suit of replevin. He went to the German’s place with a constable the
cther day to recover his property, but the German ‘stood him off’ with a shotgun
(The accused has since been arrested at Saskatoon.)

Two warrants are shown as ‘ not executed.” In one of these the private prosecutor’s
house is divided against itself. The head of the house is opposed to criminal prosecu-
tion, whereas his ¢ better half’ is as strongly bent on it. The accused meanwhile left
incontinently for Montana and is not likely to return to Canada.

The illegal branding case shown as ‘undiscovered’ is an illustration of range
ingenuity. A settler to the south of Maple Creek owns a chesnut horse which is quite
gentle, and is known to be his property. The horse was unbranded, and he saw it on
his range between 7 and 8 p.m. on June 26. He saw the animal at about 7 o’clock
next morning and found that in the interim a brand had been put upon the near
shoulder. It had not been done with a hot iron, but apparently with some acid which
had taken off the hair but left the skin intact. This is called a hair brand. We do
not need to look for the perpetrator, whose character and antecedents are well known,
but he is welcome to take all the rope he wants—ropes, like lanes, come to an end at
last.

The case of calf stealing alluded to above well exemplified the old adage ¢ when
thieves fall out honest men come by their own.” Had they not ¢ fallen out’ this matter
would not have become known and they might have become well-to-do ranchers by

28—24%
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perseverance in their art. The minute details would not interest the general publis
_but a rough outline of the plan designed by the thieves may repay perusal.

A certain cattle dealer in May, 1903, imported from Manitoba a number of calves
which he proposed to sell to persons requiring  stockers.’ He had rather bad luck with
this importation, for some got away from him before they were branded, and a much
larger number got away from his herders in a bad storm. There were then upwards of
100 unbranded calves on the range, and the possibilities were too obvious to be
neglected. A local stockman, owning two or three ranches with fenced pastures
extending to whole.sections of land, whom I will call A, conspired with two employees,
whom I will call B and C, to acquire some of these motherless and masterless calves.
The modus operandi was to brand a certain proportion of the calves with A’s own
recorded brand, and these would constitute his share, while the other proportion were
to be branded 7 11 7 which would form the share of the other two conspirators. This
7 11 7 (seven-eleven-seven) brand was invented by C, and was not a recorded brand.
He explained that he invented it because a lateral line would at any time connect the
two perpendiculars of the fizure 11 thus converting it into a letter U, and a slight
extension of the top of the first figure 7 would convert it into a T—the converted brand
would thus read T U 7; this was also unrecorded.

T was never able to satisfy myself as,to the reason of these men breaking up their
connection, but this is what happened. B and C had a scheme on foot to take up and
brand certain calves on a particular Sunday, and A and B came together and gave
information to me.

The result was that two constables watched the Sabbath morning operations and
arrested C red-handed—he was handling the branding-irons and apparently directing
the operations. He was subsequently convicted and sent to the penitentiary for threa
years upon very simple and indisputable evidence, but while he was awaiting Yrial in
the guard-room here he gave away the story of the conspiracy between himself and
A and B. B got wind of it and left the country, while A was tried and convicted here
last March and dispatched to join his confrére at Stony Mountain.

Particulars which came to light in the course of the trial indicated that the
‘rustling’ of calves had not been confined to the principals in this performance, and
a feeling of insecurity has since existed in more than omne thitherto unsuspected
quarter.

One case of cattle-stealing is shown as ‘ undiscovered.” On or about the night of
September 5 some person shot and killed a calf on the open prairie near Saskatchewan
Landing, some 30 miles distant from Swift Current. The carcass was skinned and the
hind-quarters removed when first discovered, and the remainder was taken away later.
There was no clue to the perpetrator.

ILLEGAL BRANDING.

There are six cases of illegal branding recorded in the schedule.

Five of these are concerned with a firm of wealthy Americans who have recently
come to establish a ranche in Canada. The owners are for the most part non-residents
themselves, but their idea, as they have told me, is to establish a good home in Canada
so that they can come to it if and when they think proper. At any rate they are
spending money in Canada with both hands, and it is inconceivable that they should
have any part or lot in branding a stray calf here and there. I have exhaustively
inquired into these cases—four of the complainants declined to identify themselves with
criminal prosecution, and in the case of the fifth complainant, who had no such qualms,
I informed him of the result of my investigations which, briefly, was that there was
not a tittle of evidence to take into a criminal court.

The firm in question would be well advised, however, if they were to engage a
competent cattle man to look after their stock operations and to see that the usual
diligence 'is observed in branding, &c., to obviate mistakes.
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The sixth case was that of a two-year old steer, bearing its owner’s I?rand, found,
when gathered by a round-up near Seven Persons, to have been branded . with thfe brand
of a company having its headquarters in Winnipeg. The owner recove_red his steer,
but there js nothing to show how the second brand was placed on the animal.

The schedule shows two ¢ undiscovered’ cases of house-breaking. One occurred ?t
Medicine Hat, when a hotel was entered on the night of May 23, and 10 dollars in
cash and some bottles of liquor stolen. This case was placed in the hands of the
municipal police, and came to our knowledge incidentally. We did what we could to
assist, and although we had a shrewd suspicion as to the identity of the three offenders,
we could get no evidence to connect them with the crime.

The other case occurred at Irvine, where a lone office had been entered on the night
of September 26, and $7 in cash, which happened to be in a drawer, stolen. Some
joker must have been abroad that night, for a little pig was found in the office in the
morning.

PRAIRIE FIRES.

There have been some very disastrous prairie fires during the past season, the
responsibility for which, owing to the vast extent of unsettled country, we have in
some instances been entirely unable to place.

On November 2, in Maple Creek, a fire was reported to have broken out in Rush
Lake valley, about 30 miles north of here, on October 24, and to have burnt a strip
of country 25 miles north and south and from 10 to 15 miles wide. It was conjectured
that a man, whose name is unknown, and who was in process of settling in the valley,
had started a fire-guard to protect his hay stacks, and that the fire had got away from
him. Be that as it may, he disappeared immediately after the fire and has not been
heard of since.

On the night of October 31 a fire broke out a little to the west of the railway sid-
ing at Stair, and was put out by railway men after about 300 acres had been burnt
over. This was started by one of the railway gang having been careless with his
matches, and, on conviction at Medicine Hat, he was fined $25 and costs.

Similar carelessness in all probability originated a fire which started on October
20, on Skull Creek, and burnt over about a township. The fire was first noticed after
a Jewish pedlar, much addicted to cigarettes, had driven along the trail. We traced
him eventually into Maple Creek, but there was no evidence to take into court.

A few days prior to the last instance a fire was observed to be burning between
Bkull Creek and Bear Creek, about 25 miles from Maple Creek, and had been admittedly
originated by a sheep herder who had dropped a lighted match. The accused was
arrested in Maple Creek just prior to taking the evening train for Calgary, and, on his
plea of guilty, was fined $26 and costs. This fire burnt up the homestead and about
100 tons of hay, the property of a young settler on Mosquito Creek, who stated his
intention of bringing an action for Jamages against the perpetrator.

On September 20, near Stair, while a strong east wind was blowing, no less than
three prairie fires were started by the west-bound passenger train. One of these
destroyed a stack containing about 50 loads of hay, but the others did not do much
damage. It could have been shown in court that two of these fires were seen to have
been started by the train, and it could also have been proved that the railway fire-guard
lad not been ploughed this year, and was overgrown with grass and weeds.

We had a similar case near Kincorth last year and the railway company was con-
victed under the Ordinance in a magistrate’s court. An appeal was taken by the de-
fendants to the court in Banc at Regina. Judgment was reserved and nas not yet been
given. Until the responsibility of a railway company has been thus established, there
was nothing to be gained by instituting new prosecutions.

Carelessness in not properly extinguishing his camp fire near Irvine on July 23,
brought about the conviction of a half-breed, who was fined $10 and costs by a local
magistrate.
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The section foreman at Walsh station cnarged a traveller with starting a prairie
fire near Walsh on July 25, but the evidence was insufficient to warrant the laying of
a formal complaint. The accused attributed the fire to a passing freight train.

A fire occurred on October 1 near Egg Lake, ten miles west of Ten Mile detach-
ment. An American roundup was working in the vieinity and the fire was put out
after about three miles of prairie had been burnt over. The herders were the first
persons to notice and report it and apparently there was no one else in that vicinity,
but no sufficient evidence was obtainable.

In the case of a fire near Irvine on August 18, which was extinguished before any
harm was done, and the origin of which was shrouded in mystery, a conviction was
obtained before a local magistrate and a fine of $3 and costs imposed upon a settler
who neglected to turn out and help to suppress the fire when called upon by a police
constable.

On Sunday, November 20, a fire swept over the range on the south side of the White
Mud river from its source as far as the Stone Pile and destroyed several horses as well
as haystacks. There was a very high wind at the time and the fire was uncontrollable.
Some twelve discharged employees had left an East End ranche that morning for Mon-
tana, and, while no evidence was forthcoming to connect them with the outbreak, we
were unable to hear of any other travellers along that road on the day in question.

ASSISTANCE TO DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE.

The only common jail in this district is the guard-room here. It originally con-
tained six cells and, as more cell accommodation was called for, two more were added
in 1902. In 1903 the accommodation was found to be still insufficient and two more
cells were added. The ten cells thus occupied more than their fair proportion of the
available space, and now there is not room for a single stretcher for a man on guard.
The space also available for mess tables, washstand, stove, &c., is very much less than
it ought to be. The prisoners are overcrowded at their meals and the washing of their
persons and their clothes is carried out under very protracted and inconvenient circum-
stances. In mild weather they can wash out of doors, but in tne winter they cannot.
All this, however, is comparatively trifling compared with the situation at night, when
the atmosphere becomes absolutely foul, and is inimical to health, not only of the pris-
oners themselves, but of the unhappy guard who is condemned to breathe the polluted
air for 12 hours at a stretch. During the month of October the daily average number
ot prisoners slightly exceeded fourteen, while in November the average mounted up to
over seventeen. For days at a time in the latter month we had 19, 20 and 21 prison-
ers, while the total actually reached 22 on one occasion. Necessarily under suca
circumstances each cell must harbour two occupants, one of whom sleeps on: the cot and
the other on the floor. There are times, however, when a cell cannot be called upon
to do double duty. It is not pleasant, for instance, for a white man to be doubled up
witn a negro—and recently we had two lunatics, one of whom had no control over his
interior economy, and the condition of his cell each morning beggars description.

The building now in use as guard-room and prison was an old building brought
here from Medicineé Hat, and the wood is full of bugs. Prisoners are often kept
awake all night owing to this pest ; we have tried every known remedy, but without
much improving the situation. The number of prisoners who have served and are now
serving terms of imprisonment under sentence is 82, with an average of one month one
day each, classified as in the following table. This gives an average of more than
seven convicted prisoners per day throughout the year, but the general average, includ-
ing all classes of prisoners, amounts to about nine per day.
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AvVERAGE TERMS.
Crime. Sent:
Months. Days.

Drunk and disorderly................. . oo L 30 1

Drunk whilst interdicted . cees R . 1

Vagrancy ............... 21 1 7
Theft ..........ccoovvennn. . 3 2 10
Ca.rr ing concealed weapons e e 1 1

Steaf'ng ridesonC.P.R.. ...........o.iiiiiin il . 17 17
Indeceent exposure ....................................... 1 1

Assisting deserter..... .. ..o e 2 3 15
Supplying liquor to Indians. . e e e e e e 1 1

False pretences...... ............. ool 1 1 \

The foregoing statement does not include prisoners who have been held awaiting
trials, police prisoners, lunatics, or persons held temporarily pending payment of a fine.

SCHEDULE of civilian prisoners committed to and released from the guard-room
at Maple Creek from December 1, 1903, to November 30, 1904.

Number of prisoners confined December 1, 1903.. .. .. .. .. 7
received during year.. .. .. . D * X §

“  discharged during year .. B -

“  serving sentence, November 30 1904 S )

“  awaiting trial.. P s

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE.

We have rendered a general assistance to the veterinary inspectors and deputy
inspectors qf this department in carrying out the Minister’s order for the compulsory
treatment of mange. It is not necessary for me to supplement the vetermary inspec-
tor’s report,* which will appear elsewhere, further than to say, that in two cases only
did we find it necessary to have recourse to the courts in order to enforce compliance
with the order. N

In one of these cases a settler who had wilfully disregarded the regulations, to
the prejudice of his neighbours, was fined $25 by the magistrates at Medicine Hat.
In the other case, where a settler near Maple Creek had allowed other considerations
to override his obligations to the stockmen at large, being moved thereto by pressure
of work in getting his homestead in condition to withstand the winter, the hearing
was enlarged until December 17, in order to give him an opportunity of showing his
bona fides in the interim.

In this connection, we had some trouble with trespassing American cattle at
Battle Creek. During the month of September a roundup representing the North
Side Association, with headquarters at Chinook in Montana, came into Canada to
gather their cattle which had strayed across the International Boundary. I may here
say that between that boundary and the line of the Great Northern Railway there is
practically no feed for cattle. There are said to be some two hundred thousand sheep
in that section, and the cattle in search of feed perforce drift into Canada. Most of
these cattle are as badly infected with mange as ours are, and it is obvious that if
Canadian stockmen are compelled to treat and cleanse their stock it is not fair to
ellow foreign cattle, which have not been subjected to like treatment, to re-infect the
country.

For the Department of Agriculture the police had sufficient authority to act, but
for the Department of Customs there is a special officer stationed at Lethbridge to
whom incursions of American cattle are reported. In pursuance of a public notice

* Not printed.
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issued by the Commissioner of Customs dated January 9, 1903, I instructed Staff-
Sergeant Allen, in charge of Ten Mile detachment, that the number of American
cattle gathered by the North Side roundup was to be reported to me for reference
to the aforesaid customs officer before the cattle could be taken out of the country.
This report was duly made, and on October 13 I wired Mr. Stunden that the roundup
in question had gathered about one thousand head, and asked if he had any instrue-
tions as tn their disposal. He replied by telegram next day: ¢ Please let Chonkin Pool
roundup return their American drift cattle to Montana under police supervision.
This message was despatched immediately on its arrival by a mounted messenger to
Ten Mile detachment, but before it had time to reach its destination the foreman of
the roundup had taken the law into his own hands and driven his herd into Montana.
He had arranged with Staff-Sergeant Allen that he would hold the herd on Willow
Creek about three miles north of the boundary line in order that some 200 Canadian
cattle might be cut out. Towards noon of the 14th, Staff-Sergeant Allen found that
the roundup camp was pitched in Montana and became suspicious. Soon after he met
the herd being driven southwards as fast as they could be induced to travel. He called
upon the herdems to stop, but they said they were acting under instructions from the
foreman. He found the foreman and ordered him to have the herd stopped, but he
paid no attention. He attempted to arrest the foreman, but the latter put spurs to
his horse and reached the line first. Staff-Sergeant Allen then turned his attention
to a herd of about 450 head, which was being driven south by Canadian herders. He
called upon them to assist him in driving them back and they complied. They drove
the herd 12 miles during the night. The mange order provided that no cattle should
leave a quarantined district without permission from a veterinary inspector, and Staff-
Sergeant Coristine, V.S., had been sent south on purpose to inspect the American
cattle. He found that the 450 head in question were infected with“mange and ordered
them to be dipped—which was duly carried out at the expense of their owners. A
few other Americans were picked up and added to this herd, bringing the total number
up to 531 head. The expenses incurred in treating and holding these animals, in-
cluding sundry out-of-pocket expenses, mounted up to the respectable tota]l of $1,268,
ol which due account has been given. Two gentlemen representing the owners came
to Canada and made the necessary deposit for the release of the cattle. They entirely
repudiated alt responsibility for the act of their foreman, saying that any desire to
clash with Canadian authority was far from their wishes and intentions. I readily
accepted their disclaimer so far as they themselves are concerned, but there is some
reason to believe that the foreman in his defiance of the constituted authority of
Canada did not act wholly of his own motion. I have been credibly informed that
he was afraid we should compel him to dip all his cattle. His fears were probably
well-founded, for the Veterinary Inspector was sent to Ten-mile for the express pur-
pose of inspecting them, and if he tbought they needed treatment it is certain that he
would have ordered them to be held for the purpose. The expense of dipping, holding
for ten days and then dipping again would, in the case of about 1,800 cattle, which i
Staff-Sergeant Allen’s latest estimate, have amounted to a good round sum, and my
information leads me to believe that if the foreman did not receive specific instructions
te drive the cattle out of Canada, there was nevertheless a more or less well defined
sense of expectation that he would in some way relieve the tension and save the ex-
rense to the owners.

I did not fail to impress upon the representative owners that the police had in-
ucrred a ccrtain loss of prestige which we were not at all inclined to condone. I pointed
out that our numbers are few and far between, and that it is prestige mainly which
enables us to do the work we do—that one red-coat is in the habit of controlling a
crowd, and of receiving respectful compliance with his behests—and we cannot con-
sent to have our authority called in question with impunity.

The customs officer laid an embargo upon the cattle for breach of the customs
regulations, and on being notified by him that his demands had been satisfied the cattle
were handed to the persons sent to receive them.
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Some comment has been made on this side of the line upon the circumstance that
the foreman has not been discharged from his office.

ASSISTANCE TO DEPARTMENT OF CUSTOMS.

Towards the end of November, in conjunction with Mr. Stunden, special officer
of customs, we superintended the seizing of some 768 head of trespassing Americar
cattle, mostly steers, that were found in Canada. Seven hundred and twenty head of
these belonged to one firm, who, as is openly stated by people who know, gathered their
< ghe-stock ’ and took them back to Montana, leaving the steers on this side of the line
to winter.

Tt is notorious in Montana that they have been in the habit of doing this for the
past three or four years.

This question was decently laid to rest and need not have been resurrected but
far the action of the North Side Roundup Association—the result will be that large
stock owners across the line, realizing that their stock cannot exist on air alone, will
enter their animals at customs and bring them to Canadian pastures. In gathering
and holding these cattle, expenses, amounting to $1,060.20, were incurred and collected
by Mr. Stunden from the owners interested, besides the penalty that he levied on
behalf of his department. The owners in this case then considered that, as their steers
had paid their footing in Canada, it would be advisable to ship them from Maple
Creek to the Chicago market. They accordingly did so, but were met at the line with
a demand for United States customs dues, which was entirely unexpected, but which
had to be paid hefore the cattle could proceed.

Under instructions from the sub-collector of customs at Maple Creek on November
25, Staff-Sergt. Allen seized on Battle Creek, for evasion of customs, the stock of an
immigrant who came from Montana in April last, and had not on the first men-
tioned date made his entry at Customs. His reputation in Montana has not been to
kis credit and we have been watching him for some time. He raised enough money
in Montana to redeem his property from seizure, and now begins life anew with <«
clean slate.

INDIAN DEPARTMENT.

During February and March, with the concurrence of the Indian Department, we
issued rations of beef, bacon, flour and tea to some Salteaux Indians who have never
taken treaty and who mainly live on Maple Creek.

Deep snow had prevented them from following their usual calling, namely, that
of hauling firewood into Maple Creek from the Cypress Hills, and they were conter-
plating the destruction of their log houses and selling the material for fuel, when
the'r extremity came to my ears. They are inclined to be quite independent, and looi
askance at any assistance from the Indian Department for fear the acceptance there-
of should be a stepping stone to the curtailment of their liberty. In conjunction
with Interpreters Hourie and McKay, I had a long talk with them with the idea of
inducing them to have their children taught scmething whereby they may be able
to make a decent living later in life, but advice seems to go in one ear and out at the
other.

The destitute half-breed widow of a Cree Indian came here in September and
asked for assistance—she and her family had had nothing but gophers to live on fox
some time, and I gave her ten days’ rations for herself and family to enable her to
reach Battleford, where she could go on a reserve.

DISTRIBUTION AND STRENGTH.

At Swift Current, where hitherto there has been only one constable stationed,
we have been able to obtain, at the moderate rental of $15 per month, a satisfactory
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houte capable of lodging five or six men and stable capable of holding six horses.
Thie detachment is well horsed and equipped and is able to make a quick trip at short
notice. So is that at Medicine Hat.

The actual strength of the division now is 39 of all ranks, three more than last
year, and employment can very readily be found for more still.

The flying patrol which was instituted last year now constitutes the detachment
at Swift Current; with an additional pair of horses, four more men and part of the
equipment now lying idle at Swift Current, a flying patrol could be initiated which
would work the northern part of the district along the Saskatchewan river.

The distribution of the division on November 30, 1904, was as shown in the fol-
lowing state:—
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DRILL AND TRAINING—MUSKETRY, ARMS, ETC.

We have been kept too busy to admit of much time being devoted to drill, but
considerable attention has been paid to the training of the new horses which we have
acquired this year.

The division has undergone target practice with fairly satisfactory results.

CONDUCT AND DISCIPLINE.

I prefer to say as little as may be upon the past year’s record, which is not
pleasant to look back upon. Some weeding out of indifferent characters had to be
ruthlessly done, and I am very glad that the process is over.

HEALTH.

The health of the division has been very good. The medical officer’s attention
has been required more to the inmates of the jail than to the personne] of the division.

HORSES.

We have purchased some very nice horses this year—five team horses and three
s!addle. Our total number now runs up to 49. Swift Current, Ten-mile and Medi-
cine Lodge detachments have each a spare saddle horse and as soon as possible T will
provide similarly for the other detachments.

We have cast and sold one team and two saddle horses during the year and lost
one by death, so that the casualties have not been very great.
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TRANSPORT.

We are well supplied now with all descriptions of transport. Three old worn-out
buckboards, which have been replaced, will be due for auction sale when the half
yearly stocktaking board shall have pronounced upon them.

HARNESS.

We are still deficient in harness, and are using one single set which was condemned
over two years ago as unsafe.

SADDLERY.
We have all the saddles that we require.

CANTEEN.

The Canteen prospers in a very small way and is a convenience to its few custo-
mers.

READING AND RECREATION ROOM.

These are situated in the Canteen building which has been repaired and improved
considerably within the last two years, but neither of these rooms is sufficiently com-
fortable to attract men to use it to any extent.

GENERAL.

The Barrack buildings now, despite their thirty years of age, are in condition to
withstand a ten years’ siege, as during the past year we obtained four carpenters from
Medicine Hat, and they satisfactorily completed the repairs which have been in hand
for more than two years.

Rotten foundations have been replaced by new piles and new sills, roofs strength-
ened, new chimneys built, roofs painted by prison labour, &c., &c., and all that is re-
quired now is a coat of paint to put a new face on the old exteriors.

A transport shed would be of great service in protecting our unsheltered wagons,
&ec., from wind and weather.

I have the honour to be, sir,
Your obedient servant,

R. BURTON DEANE,
Supt. Commanding ‘ A’ Division.
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APPENDIX B.

ANNUAL REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT G. E. SANDERS, D.S.0,, COM-
MANDING ‘E’ DIVISION, CALGARY.

CALGARY, December 1, 1904.
The Commissioner,
R.N.W. Mounted Police,
Regina, N.-W.T.

Sir,—I have the honour to submit the annual report of ¢ E’ Division for the year
ended November 30, 1904 :

GENERAL STATE OF THE DISTRICT.

The district over which the division has police control can shortly be described
as central Alberta (extending as far north as the town of Red Deer and south to
Cayley. Calgary, the division headquarters, is going ahead with such rapid strides that
it is difficult to estimate its population ; a census taken some twelve months ago
showed it to be 8,000, at the present time it is at least 10,000. The unprecedented
advancement of the whole country which I have noted in my reports for the two pre-
vious years has continued unabated, and to an even greater extent during the year just
closed. Swarms of homeseekers have come and found what they sought. The majority
came from the States and were in a good position, practically and financially, to cope
with the difficulties a settler has in making a start in a new country. The progress of
Calgary is indicative of that throughout the district ; all the smaller towns have
grown proportionately and the outlying districts are filled with settlers. Calgary has
become a centre for wholesale firms of all kinds, and many more are in the act of erect-
ing warehouses or expect to do so shortly. The faith of these large business houses in
the country’s destiny could not be more strikingly evinced, and this faith is shared
by the financial world as well, for there are no less than eight chartered banks in
Calgary and small branches in nearly every town and village. The future of the
country, and of Calgary as a great distributing point, seems assured.

In comparison with the last few years the past twelve months have been dry, but
not sufficiently so to give cause for complaint, in fact from a farmer’s point of view
it was a more favourable season than the preceding one. Crops were good and were
plentiful, and great success was had with fall wheat. Last winter in Alberta was mild
even for this land where the chinook wind exercises its warming influence. Up to the
end of January we had no cold weather to speak of, and March was the only really
cold month, a marked contrast to the extremely severe winter experienced in the rest
of €anada and the United States. Cattle, as a result, did remarkably well and this
business is still, and will be for many years to come, the principal one in the country.
Prices for cattle have been low and many small ranchers have not sold their beef
cattle for two years in the hope that a higher figure would be offered. The high prices
prevailing three years ago have, I consider, made them overvalue their stock. The con-
sequence is that in the absence of any return from their stock-in-trade they are depend-
ing on the banks and stores to keep them going, and with no prospect of realizing
higher prices next year.

It is generally admitted now that this country is subject to cycles of wet and dry
vears. During the wat years irrigation is not required in any portion of the coungry.,
but undoubtedly is when the dry seasons are on. So much impressed are the Canadian
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Pacific Railway with this condition of dry and wet periods, that they have commenced
a large irrigation canal which promises to change the whole of the arid country between
here and Medicine Hat and north of the main line of the Canadian Pacific Railway.
The canal takes its water out of the Bow river about two miles below Calgary. The
enterprise is said to be the largest of the kind on this continent and will redeem
millions of acres of land for agricultural purposes which hitherto have been thought
unsuitable for cultivation during dry seasons. Some 800 men were employed on this
work during the summer, and probably twice this number will be employed next year.
To give an idea of the magnitude of the work there is one cut three miles from Calgary
which it is estimated will take two years to finish. I understand a wealthy American
company is already negotiating with a view to putting in an extensive sugar beet
plant at a point on the canal. If this should be the case no doubt a large portion of the
irrigated lands will be used for the production of these roots.

CRIME.

In my report for the year ended November 30, 1903, under this heading, I said
that crime had increased in proportion to the population. The same remark applies this
year. Itisonly natural to expect that a percentage of criminals should accompany a large
migration into a new country. A malefactor who finds it necessary to lose his identity
for a time cannot choose a more convenient location than a country which is rapidly
filling with new settlers, and where one stranger more or less is not likely to be noticed.
Judging from the number of circulars and descriptions received lately from the
American authorities, seeking for criminals, they are evidently of the same opinion.
We have ascertained that many of these criminals from the other side have only
remained here a short time and then left for more congenial haunts; others we have
under observation, and many are no doubt living here quietly and honestly, and in
consequence have not come under our notice. Several of the crimes recorded here
Jduring the year are directly attributable to professional criminals who have accom-
panied the exodus from the United States. Many of the minor offences recorded are
due to want of knowledge of our laws and are committed by people who have not been
accustomed to have the law properly administered, and who have had on occasion to
take it into their own hands. I regret exceedingly that it has been found impossible
to increase my command during the past year. In my last report I wrote strongly for
¢ extended police vigilance and more men to cope with the demands.” My experience
for the last twelve months has left me more firmly convinced that as a matter of
policy and as a preventive of endless trouble in tne future the number of men in
this district should be largely augmented. Once get the new-comers within our gates
imbued with the proper respect for British law and British justice, and prevent the
criminal element getting a foothold, and a work will have been accomplished of inesti-
mable value hereafter. -

The following table comparing the crime records for the years 1902, 1903 and 1904
will show the development which has taken place in this direction:—

1902 1903 1904

Cases entered. . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 328 479 638
Convictions.. .. .. .. .. .. v ci it ee .. .. 254 373 520
Dismissals or withdrawals.. .. .. .. .. .. .. 74 100 109
Waiting trial.. .. .. .. .. .. .0 .. oL oo L 6 9

Owing to their importance or their relation to an especial class of crime, I shall
narrate the particulars of a few of the cases which have come under our notice during
the year :(—

Ernest Cashel, murderer—When I closed my report on November 30, 1903, T little
thought that I should have anything further to report on this matter, except that the
sentence of Jeath had been carried out on December 15, 1903, in accordance with the
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Chief Justice’s sentence. Unfortunately, through a combination of circumstances, this
man managed to effect his escape on December 10, five days before the date fixed for
his execution, and was not recaptured until Sunday, January 24, 1904. The escape
aroused the interest of the public throughout Canada, and I believe there have been
few similar occurrences in the case of a condemned murderer. QOur guard-rooms, as
far as construction is concerned, cannot be called jails, and considering the large
number of prisoners that pass through the one at Calgary, the overcrowding and the
difficulty experienced in separating prisoners and keeping them from conspiring and
working together to effect their escape, it is remarkable that more escapes have not taken
place; as compared with properly constructed jails and penitentiaries with modern
improvements and permanent staffs of highly paid officials who have no other care, our
percentage of escapes is much lower. During the last five years 1,129 prisoners have
" been confined in the guard-room here and two escapes have occurred, viz.: a horse
thief in October, 1902, and Cashel; both were recaptured. I will relate briefly the cir-
cumstances surrounding the escape and recapture of Ernest Cashel. As soon as the
Jeath sentence was pronounced wild rumours were circulated of conféderates from
Wyoming, and efforts being made to release him, &c., and I was kept continually on
the qui vive, watching suspected persons, &c., but there was really nothing much in all
this, as the only confederate he had was his brother, John Cashel, who arrived here
from his home in Buffalo, Wyoming, about November 14, 1903, and who received per-
mission to visit the prisoner from the Chief Justice, in accordance with section 938 of
the Criminal Code. He tried to obtain a new trial, but was, I fancy, all along con-
vinced that the chances were slim, and that other means would have to be adopted.

In order to comply as nearly as possible with the provisions of section 938 of the
Criminal Code, a special cell was constructed for the condemned man to allow of his
being kept apart to a certain extent from other prisoners. Specific orders were given the
provost and extra precautions taken to ensure the safe custody of the prisoner; among
other things an electric alarm was installed between the guard-room and the barracks,
by means of which all the men could be turned out at once should the guard-room be
attacked or anything unusual take place. John Cashel visited his brother in the day-
time only and on my written order; the provost’s and guard’s orders were not to allow
him within five feet of the condemned cell during these visits, and a constable was to
sit between the two brothers to see that nothing was passed. It was the neglect of
this particular order that made the escape possible. As the time drew near for the
execution, I addressed all the men concerned with the guarding of the prisoner and
warned them of the importance of strict vigilance, so that nothing could reach the
prisoner by which he could do himself or anyone else harm. On the afternoon of the
10th December, John Cashel paid one of his usual visits, and at the same time the
Rev. Mr. Kerby, the convict’s spiritual adviser, was in the cell. From what has tran-
spired since this is what occurred : At one end of the cell was Ernest Cashel, in the
middle the clergyman, and at the end the constable who was the death watch; the provost
and two constables were in the room facing the cell. John Cashel came in, and in
direct violation of the orders governing his visits, walked to his brother’s cell and stood
talking to him with his hands on the bars. Whilst this conversation was going on the
Rev. Mr. Kerby wished to leave and the provost decided to change the death watch;
also one of the constables went to the front door to open it for Mr. Kerby. Whilst
Mr. Kerby and the death watch were leaving the cell and had their backs turned on
the two brothers, the provost and the relieving death watch were in the corridor on
each side of the cell door to let them pass out, so that for a few seconds at least no
one could see what was taking place, and it was at this critical moment John Cashel
passed his brother two revolvers. Nothing further happened until between six and
half-past six that evening, when the provost and the day guard commenced to make
preparations for handing over to the night guard coming on duty at 6.30 p.m. Part
of these preparations consisted in searching the prisoners and seeing that they were
ali safe in their cells for the night. At the time, the provost had one constable in the
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front part of the guard-room and the death watch in the cell, the latter of course being
unarmed. The provost unloaded his revolver before entering Cashel’s cell for fear it
might be snatched from him whilst searching; thus one guard only was armed. En-
tering the cell, the provost directed the death watch to take the prisoner into the
prison dining room; after searching the blankets and the cell, he then ordered Cashel
back to be searched; the prisoner walked towards the dopr where the provost stood and
suddenly drew two revolvers from his trousers’ pockets; with these he at once covered
the twc unarmed constables. The armed constable hearing some noise foolishly walked
up to the grating without drawing his revolver, and was confronted by the prisoner,
who told him to put up his hands. Cashel was now in a position to cover the three
of them at once. From the testimony of the other prisoners, who were eye-witnesses
of the affair, the provost made several attempts to close with Cashel and also to delay
him, but he was to a certain extent helpless. The armed constable could have saved
the situation, but lacked presence of mind, and he and the provost were made to unde
their belts and drop their arms on the floor. The three constables were then ordered
into the cell and locked up, and the prisoner went to the provost’s desk, got the keys,
unlocked his shackles and walked out. The night guard coming on duty ten minutes
afterwards found matters in this condition and immediately gave the alarm. The
provost and two constables were later charged under the N.-W.M.P. Act with allowing
a prisoner to escape through negligence, and severely punished. The provost, who was
a constable, had been in charge of the guard-room for two years; I had reported very
favourably of him and had the utmost confidence in him. His neglect of orders in this
case is inexplicable.

v'he pursuit was commenced at once, but we were handicapped by the weather,
the night being particularly dark and snowing hard. Every available man was
turned out, mounted patrols covered all the roads and a thorough search was made ot
the neighbourhood. Constable Goulter, one of the mounted patrols, shortly after the
escape, arrested John Cashel on the street; he was evidently expecting to meet his
brother and had a parcel of footwear, obviously for the fugitive’s use, and a pocket-
full of revolver cartridges. I notified you by wire, also all police divisions and de-
tachments south, east and west. Next day, not having picked up any trace, and being
aatisfied that the trains were being too carefully watched for him to have got away
by that means, I decided there was nothing to be done but to send parties out and
warn the whole country.

On December 12, you arrived from Regina, accompanied by Inspector Knight
anil assumed charge of the operations. Superintendents Primrose and Begin were
ordered to place patrols to the south, extending from the mountains and along the
Little Bow. Reinforcements were ordered from Regina to Macleod; ten N.C.0.s and
men from Regina, six from Maple Creek and one from Edmonton were ordered to
Calgary. Civilian saddle horses were hired to supplement our own, and a reward of
$1,900 offered for the capture or information leading to the capture of the fugitiva.
On December 13, we had reports of a man answering the description of Cashel being
geen at Cochrane, 20 miles west, and on the Elbow river south of there. Inspector
Worsley and party left for the former, and Inspector Knight and party for the
latter.  Inspector Knight found that Constable Spurr with an Indian tracker, whom
I started out on the 11th from Morley, had been on the tracks of a man in the snow,
and had tracked him to a ranche, where the description given left not doubt it was
Ceshel. Spurr followed him up and found he was making for Calgary. He actually
went to a house that Cashel was in, but the old woman and her son who lived there,
denied the presence of any stranger. The son was afterwards sentenced to three
months’ imprisonment for assisting Cashel on this occasion.  Inspector Knigh:
searched all houses in that vicinity during the night, and found a pony had bee
stolen from one place. Next morning we found this pony near Calgary, and foot-
marks leading from the place where it was found into the town. Later we foun
that Cashel had stopped during the night at a rancher’s named Rigby, six miles west
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of Calgary, Rigby and all his family being away. Whilst there he changed the clothes
he had escaped in and selected a new outfit-from Mr. Rigby’s wardrobe. A.note was
left with the old clothes and easily recognized at Cashel’s handwriting, which read,
¢ Frnest Cashel, $1,000, return in six months” We had in consequence to alter the
description as to clothes. It now seemed likely that Cashel was in hiding in the town,
and every available man was 'on duty during the night, and more men were put v
work in plain clotkes; several of them had no sleep for three nights. You decided
that every tramp reported should be located and identified, and reports now began to
pour in from every direction of persons seen who might be Cashel, and these from
points fifty to sixty miles apart. On the 15th we heard of a man answering the des-
cription at Ponoka, a hundred miles north; on the Morley trail going to Cochrane;
at Davisburg, and at a man called Thomas Armstrong’s six miles east of Calgary; all
were investigated and reported upon satisfactorily, except the man seen at Armstrong’s;
he had left there in the morning and walked along the track east, and the description
tallied closely with that of Cashel. Inspector Knight and party scoured the whole
distriet night and day, and police from Gleichen with Indian scouts worked west aloag
the railway, but without success ; we never located this man and subsequent eveuts
proved him to be Cashel, who must have got past the town after leaving his pony on
the morning of the 14th and stayed at Armstrong’s during that night, leaving early
on the morning of December 15. During the 16th, 17th and 18th, the country north,
south and east of Armstrong’s was continually patrolled and we had apparently reli-
able information at the same time of the fugitive being at six other points. The Indians
at Morley reported to Inspector Duffus that a man with two revolvers was seen in the
toot-hills walking west. Parties were sent to Canmore and Morley by rail and worked
cast and west towards each other through the hills without success; further investiga-
tion showed that the Indians had received the information from a boy or squaw who
had drawn on their imagination. At the same time railway men reported suspicious
characters seen along the line, but they were ordinary tramps. On the evening of
the 18th it would appear Cashel was in the outskirts of the town and was seen by a
citizen who reported it too late to be of service. At 4 a.m. of December 18 I took a
party and searched the half-breed camps and wooded coulees west of Calgary, after
which we came to the conclusion he was in hiding in the city or at some point east of
here, unless he had got away on a train, which seemed impossible. In Macleod and
Lethbridge districts to the south much the same work had been going on and numerous
alleged Cashels were being run down and found to be innocent parties. You left for
Regina on the night of the 23rd. The usual crop of rumours kept coming in cach day
and the patrols through the outlying districts were kept up without intermission and
without anything much tran