
 
 

ombstone Territorial Park lies just south of the 
Arctic Circle in the Ogilvie Mountains of central 
Yukon. The Dempster Highway provides 

access to the park which features diverse habitats 
including forested river valleys, small lakes and 
ponds, rich wetlands, alpine and arctic tundra, and 
rugged mountain tops. The Tombstone wilderness is 
one of the best places in North America to view 
subarctic breeders such as Long-tailed Jaeger, 
Surfbird, Northern Wheatear, Smith’s Longspur, 
Gyrfalcon, and all three ptarmigan species. 
 
This checklist summarizes the occurrence and 
breeding status of 154 species which have been 
documented in Tombstone Park. Breeding has been 
confirmed for 42 species. 
 
Birds by the Dempster Highway and Birds of the 
Yukon Territory are essential references for the 
Tombstone area (see Further reading). Information on 
the region’s wildlife and hiking trails is provided by 
staff at the Tombstone Interpretive Centre, located at 
km 70 of the Dempster Highway. 
 
FREQUENCY and BREEDING CODES 

 
r Rare: annual in low numbers, or highly localized. 
ca Casual: at least 2 records, but not every year. 
ac Accidental: recorded only once. 
w Winter: annual in winter (Dec 1 – Feb 28). 
 
* Confirmed Breeding: Observations of an active 

nest or dependent, flightless young. 
 

DOCUMENTING BIRD SIGHTINGS 
 
Contribute to our knowledge of the Yukon's birdlife by 
sending written or photo documentation of rare, 
casual, or accidental species or those not on the 
checklist, and details of breeding observations to: 
 

YUKON BIRD CLUB 
Box 31054, Whitehorse, Yukon, Canada Y1A 5P7 

yukonbirdclub@gmail.com 
www.yukonweb.com/community/ybc/ 

 
Friends of Dempster Country is dedicated to bettering 
our understanding and appreciation of the unique 
landscapes and ecology of the Dempster Highway 
region. For more information on Tombstone Park and 
the Dempster region contact: 
 

FRIENDS OF DEMPSTER COUNTRY 
Box 153, Dawson City, Yukon, Y0B 1G0 

friendsofdempster@gmail.com 
www.dempstercountry.ca 

 

SPECIES A B C D 
 Greater White-fronted Goose r     
 Brant ca     
 Canada Goose      
     

 Trumpeter Swan * r     
 Tundra Swan r     
     
 Gadwall r     
 Eurasian Wigeon ca     
 American Wigeon *      
 Mallard *      
 Blue-winged Teal r     
 Northern Shoveler      
 Northern Pintail *      
 Green-winged Teal      
 Canvasback      
 Redhead r     
 Ring-necked Duck      
 Tufted Duck ac     
 Greater Scaup *      
 Lesser Scaup      
 Harlequin Duck *      
 Surf Scoter      
 White-winged Scoter      
 Black Scoter ac     
 Long-tailed Duck *      
 Bufflehead *      
 Common Goldeneye      
 Barrow's Goldeneye      
 Hooded Merganser ac     
 Common Merganser      
 Red-breasted Merganser      
     
 Ruffed Grouse w     
 Spruce Grouse w     
 Willow Ptarmigan * w     
 Rock Ptarmigan * w     
 White-tailed Ptarmigan * w     
     
 Red-throated Loon *      
 Pacific Loon      
 Common Loon *      
 Yellow-billed Loon ca     
     
 Horned Grebe      
 Red-necked Grebe ca     
     
 Bald Eagle *      
 Northern Harrier      
 Sharp-shinned Hawk      
 Northern Goshawk w     
 Red-tailed Hawk      
 Rough-legged Hawk      
     

SPECIES A B C D 
 Golden Eagle *      
 American Kestrel *      
 Merlin * r     
 Gyrfalcon * w     
 Peregrine Falcon r     
     
 American Coot ca     
     

 Sandhill Crane      
     
 American Golden-Plover *      
 Semipalmated Plover *      
 Killdeer ca     
 Lesser Yellowlegs      
 Solitary Sandpiper      
 Wandering Tattler *      
 Spotted Sandpiper *      
 Upland Sandpiper *      
 Whimbrel r     
 Hudsonian Godwit ca     
 Ruddy Turnstone ac     
 Surfbird * r     
 Semipalmated Sandpiper      
 Least Sandpiper *      
 Baird's Sandpiper      
 Pectoral Sandpiper      
 Buff-breasted Sandpiper ca     
 Long-billed Dowitcher      
 Wilson’s Snipe      
 Wilson’s Phalarope ac     
 Red-necked Phalarope      
     
 Parasitic Jaeger ca     
 Long-tailed Jaeger *      
 Bonaparte's Gull r     
 Mew Gull *      
 Herring Gull      
 Glaucous Gull ca     
 Arctic Tern r     
     
 Mourning Dove ac     
     
 Great Horned Owl w     
 Snowy Owl ca     
 Northern Hawk Owl * r w     
 Great Gray Owl r     
 Long-eared Owl ac     
 Short-eared Owl      
 Boreal Owl * w     
     
 Common Nighthawk ac     
     
 Belted Kingfisher      
     

 SPECIES A B C D 
 Hairy Woodpecker      
 Three-toed Woodpecker w     
 Black-backed Woodpecker ac     
 Northern Flicker *      
     
 Olive-sided Flycatcher      
 Western Wood-Pewee      
 Alder Flycatcher      
 Hammond's Flycatcher * r     
 Say's Phoebe *      
 Eastern Kingbird ac     
     
 Northern Shrike *     
     
 Warbling Vireo ac      
     
 Gray Jay w     
 Black-billed Magpie ac     
 Common Raven w     

     
 Horned Lark      

     
 Tree Swallow      
 Violet-green Swallow      
 Bank Swallow      
 Cliff Swallow *      
 Barn Swallow ac      

     
 Black-capped Chickadee w     
 Boreal Chickadee w     

     
 American Dipper w     

     
 Ruby-crowned Kinglet     

     
 Northern Wheatear *      
 Townsend's Solitaire      
 Gray-cheeked Thrush      
 Swainson's Thrush      
 Hermit Thrush      
 American Robin      
 Varied Thrush      

     
 American Pipit *     

     
 Bohemian Waxwing      

     
 Lapland Longspur      
 Smith's Longspur      
 Snow Bunting     

      Tennessee Warbler ac     
 Orange-crowned Warbler      
 Yellow Warbler      
 Yellow-rumped Warbler      
 Townsend's Warbler     
     

T 



 
 

 SPECIES A B C D 
 Blackpoll Warbler     
 Northern Waterthrush     
 Wilson's Warbler *      

      American Tree Sparrow *      
 Chipping Sparrow      
 Savannah Sparrow *      
 Fox Sparrow      
 Lincoln's Sparrow      
 White-crowned Sparrow *      
 Golden-crowned Sparrow r     
 Dark-eyed Junco *     

      Red-winged Blackbird ac     
 Rusty Blackbird * r     

     
 Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch r     
 Pine Grosbeak w     
 Red Crossbill ac     
 White-winged Crossbill w     
 Common Redpoll w     
 Hoary Redpoll w     
 Pine Siskin ac     
 

Tombstone’s Ten (or so) Most Wanted 
 
Birdwatchers and naturalists come from all over the 
world to see the special birds of Tombstone Park. 
Here are some pointers on finding the most sought-
after species. Visit the Tombstone Interpretive Centre 
for detailed directions and other information for hikers. 
 
Surfbird: This robust shorebird shows bold black and 
white wings and tail in flight. Its mellow call is a “tu tu” 
with a rising inflection on each note. It inhabits scree 
slopes below melting ice patches with sparse heath 
cover. It can be found on Surfbird Mountain (km 96), 
Goldensides Mountain, and Charcoal Ridge. 
 

 
 

Surfbird in breeding habitat on Discovery Ridge. 

Northern Wheatear: This boldly marked songbird is 
an Old World migrant. The male is a striking black, 
white, and grey and performs a remarkable song 
flight. The female is brownish, and like the male has a 
bold white rump. Look for it in rocky habitat on 
Surfbird Mountain, Goldensides, and Charcoal Ridge. 
 
Smith’s Longspur: This songbird, which nests in 
low-shrub tundra, is rarely seen on migration. The 
male is rusty coloured with a black & white face 
pattern, and its reedy song sounds somewhat like an 
American Tree Sparrow. Look for it around the base 
of Surfbird Mountain or to the east of Jensen’s corral. 
 

 
 

A male Smith’s Longspur surveys its territory at 
the base of Surfbird Mountain. 

 
Long-tailed Jaeger: This seabird spends its life at 
sea only coming on land to nest on the tundra. Watch 
for it hovering in search of small mammals, its long 
tail flicking in the wind. It is seen on the Blackstone 
Uplands and around Surfbird Mountain. 
 
Wandering Tattler: This lively grey-backed shorebird 
is seen on swift rivers, gravel bars, and rocky alpine 
lakes; such as the Blackstone River, North Klondike 
River, and Grizzly Lake. Look closely to distinguish it 
from the Spotted Sandpiper which also frequents 
those same habitats.  
 
Gyrfalcon & Golden Eagle: These apex predators 
nest on rocky cliffs throughout the Yukon. A scan of 
Angelcomb Mountain might turn up either species. 
Golden Eagles can be expected around North Fork 
Pass and on any hike into the high country. Immature 
Bald Eagles which look somewhat like Golden 
Eagles, are often seen along the Blackstone River or 
near Two Moose Lake. A road-side Gyrfalcon nest at 
km 158 (north of the park) provides excellent viewing. 
 
Harlequin Duck: This colourful duck inhabits fast 
flowing creeks and rivers throughout Tombstone Park. 
Watch for it especially along the Blackstone River and 
North Klondike River. 

Northern Hawk Owl: This is a daytime owl that looks 
somewhat like a hawk. It is most often seen perched 
on top of spruce trees anywhere along the Dempster 
Highway. In recent years, a pair has nested near the 
beaver pond trail just south of the interpretive centre. 
 
Ptarmigan Grand Slam: Willow, Rock and White-
tailed ptarmigan are all found in Tombstone Park. In 
May all three can be encountered close to the road. 
Later in the nesting season, watch for Willow 
Ptarmigan in shrubby tundra and along shrubby 
creeks, Rock Ptarmigan on higher dry and rocky 
tundra, and White-tailed Ptarmigan, the rarest of the 
three, on higher elevation scree and rocky pinnacles. 
 
A Sensitive Environment 

 

Northern environments are sensitive with fragile 
habitats; 

 

 Observe birds and wildlife from a responsible 
distance. 

 Leave plants, animals, and cultural and 
ecological artifacts untouched. 

 Avoid nesting areas. 
 Keep a clean camp and leave nothing behind. 

 
Further reading 
 
Finlay, J.C. 2000. A Bird-Finding Guide to Canada. 
Revised edition. McClelland & Stewart. 472 pp. 
 
Frisch, R. 1987. Birds by the Dempster Highway. 
Revised edition. Morriss Printing Company Ltd. 
Victoria, BC. 98pp. 
 
Sinclair, P. H., W. A. Nixon, C. D. Eckert, and N. L. 
Hughes (Eds). 2003. Birds of the Yukon Territory. 
University of British Columbia Press, Vancouver, 
British Columbia. 595 pp. 

 
 
Checklist of the Birds of Tombstone Territorial 
Park. May 2011. Compiled by Cameron D. Eckert 
with data from the Birds of the Yukon Database 
(Canadian Wildlife Service, Whitehorse). All photos by 
Cameron Eckert. Cover photo – a beautiful Willow 
Ptarmigan in the soft light of winter graces the lower 
slopes of Angelcomb Mountain.
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