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ANNUAL REPORT
OF

COMMISSIONER L. W. HERCHMER
N O R T H -W E ST  M O U N T ED  PO LIC E , 1897.

*

N orth-west Mounted P olice,
Office of the Commissioner,

R egina, 17th December, 1897.

The R igh t H onourable Sir W ilfrid Laurier, G.C.M.G.,
P resident of the Privy Council,

O ttaw a.

Sir,— I have the honour to subm it my annual report for the year ended 30th 
November, 1897, together with the annual reports of the following officers, for the same 
period :—

A ssistant Commissioner M clllree.
Superintendent Gagnon.

“ Steele.
“ Perry.
“ Deane.
“ Griesbach.
“ Moffatt.
“ Howe, with reports of Inspectors McGibbon, Macrlonell, Gilpin-

Brown, and Sergeant J . Hynes.
“ Cotton, w ith report from Staff-Sergeant Hall.

Inspector Scarth— Yukon, trip  to.
“ Ja rv is—A thabasca patrol.
“ Snyder—Jasper House patrol.
“ Moodie—Edmonton-Yukon patrol.

Mr. Chalmers—Peace R iver patrol.
The assistant surgeons and acting assistant surgeons.
T h e  v e t e r in a r y  a n d  a s s i s t a n t  v e t e r in a r y  s u rg e o n s ,  a n d  t h e  v e t e r i n a r y  n o n -c o m m is  

B ioned  o fficers .
Police patrol map. (N ot printed.)

PATROLS.

In  December, 1896, it  was considered advisable to send a patrol as far north as F o rt 
Resolution, on G reat Slave Lake, visiting the trading posts en route, as i t  was reported 
th a t a great deal of poison was being set out unlawfully, destroying a g reat many of the 
fur-bearing animals, many of which died a t a distance from the bait, and were not found 
by the hunters. Complaints were also made of the great carelessness of hunters and 
travellers in letting  fires run, to the great destruction of timber, thus driving all game from 
the usual hunting grounds of the natives, much to their loss and suffering in some cases. 
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NORTH WEST MOUNTED POLICE.V

A n A ct for the protection of the buffalo still existing in the country contiguous to G reat 
Slave Lake had been in existence for some time, and your governm ent thought it  desir
able th a t a police patrol should visit th a t country, so as to convince the natives th a t 
■these animals were protected. The patrol started  about the 1st January , and proceed
ing via Lac la Biche to Fort McMurray, on the A thabasca River, and F ort Chippewyan 
to Fort Resolution, returning via the Peace River, Dunvegan and the Lesser Slave Lake 
and A thabasca Landing to Fort Saskatchewan early in April. The patrol which was 
performed in very quick time was a great success, as the natives and trappers were all 
informed by hand bills distributed among them, and by personal communication, of the 
law, of which manv claimed ignorance. A num ber of arrests were made and convictions 
generally followed, but except in glaring cases when the parties were well aw are of the 
law, Inspector Jarv is in charge of the party, contented himself with merely explaining 
their position, and cautioning the delinquents. On arrival a t F o rt Smith, Inspector 
Jarv is found th a t an Englishman named Norbury had already started after wood buffalo, 
notw ithstanding the law. H e returned empty handed, bu t was warned for his fu ture  
guidance. The result of the patrol was the establishm ent of police outposts a t  F o rt 
Chippewyan, the Grand Rapids of the Athabasca, A thabasca Landing and Lesser Slave 
Lake. A full report by Inspector Jarv is is attached.

During the year we have endeavoured, with our greatly reduced strength, to patrol 
the country as usual, and while we have been successful in arresting many cattle thieves 
and other delinquents, advantage has been taken, of our inability to keep up as frequent 
patrols as formerly, by cattle thieves and others to follow their unlawful calling.

In  May one of our patrols came upon “ Almighty Voice,'’ whom we had been h u n t
ing for over a year. A fter seriously wounding one of our scouts he took to “ cover,” 
where he was surrounded and finally killed w ith his two followers, bu t not until he had 
killed civilian Grundy, corporal Hockin and constable Kerr, and wounded Inspector 
Allan and Sergeant Raven seriously. Immediately on being informed th a t  “ A lm ighty 
Voice ” bad taken to cover in a bluff, where he could be held if properly surrounded, I  
instructed Superintendent Gagnon to swear ip special constables to hold the fugitive 
until a party under A ssistant Commissioner M clllree and Inspector Macdonell could 
reach the point by special train  from Regina, as I  knew th a t if he escaped after killing 
three men, and wounding three others, he would be joined by all the reprobate Indians 
in the district, and owing to the formation of the country could do immense damage to 
settlers before we could again corner him. A  9-pounder gun was sent along, and the 
outlaws were finally killed w ithout fu rther loss. I  might here mention the enthusiastic 
m anner in which the settlers of Prince A lbert and Duck Lake, turned out when specials 
were called for to assist the police in holding “ A lmighty V oice” in the bluff. Many of 
them took prom inent parts in the rush through the bluff, and Mr. Grundy, Postm aster 
of Duck Lake, was killed before the arrival of the police from Regina, under the Asst. 
Commissioner. H e was a greatly respected citizen, and his family have received a pension. 
The result warranted the engagement of a special tra in  which only cost $40.00 more 
than  if we had gone on the regular train , and by its use the police under Asst. Com
missioner M clllree were enabled to arrive on the ground and surround the bluff, so th a t 
escape w;.s impossible, before dark, which would not have been the case if they had taken 
the regular train. The Canadian Pacific Railway displayed great energy in furnishing 
us with a special and getting the party to the front in good time. For some months 
incessant patrols were kept up in the vicinity of the Indian Reserve to which “ A lm ighty 
V oice” belonged, but, although all sorts of rumours were afloat, his relatives have re
mained quiet, and the action of the police quickly reassured the scattered settlers.

A lthough you have already received the fullest reports on this “ A lm ighty Voice ” 
tragedy, I have alluded to it  a t length in this report because I  th ink i t  clearly shows 
the trouble th a t even one bad Indian  can give in a woody country, where the natural 
difficulty in finding him, caused by the extremely broken country, is intensified by the 
desire of his people to give him assistance in the way of food, etc. I f  we had not 
had a sufficient force available to surround him in the bluff, and he had escaped and 
been joined by even three or four more Indians, the result would have been th a t the 
scattered settlers throughout the d istric t would have been afraid to a ttend  to their 
agricultural pursuits while he was a t large.



REPORT OF COMMISSIONER HERCHMER. 3

I  th ink that, taken in connection with the “Charcoal” murders a t  Macleod in 1896, 
i t  clearly shows th a t the time has not yet arrived when the peace and safety of the 
country can be preserved by ordinary provincial police, and th a t it  is necessary, in the 
in terests of the many large and flourishing b u t comparatively isolated settlem ents, to 
keep a sufficient force of Mounted Police in the country to promply suppress any d is tu r
bance among the Indians.

Complaints have been frequently made of late years of the lawlessness of certain 
half-breeds in the vicinity of the Jasper House, and there being every prospect of a 
large number of prospectors and others visiting th a t country this summer, a patrol under 
Inspector Snyder went through th a t district, la ter on proceeding north  via Sturgeon 
Lake, and Grand Prairie to D unvegan, returning via Lesser Slave Lake and F o rt Assini- 
boine to Edmonton. The report attached of this patrol will be found most interesting 
and instructive.

L ater in the season orders were received to dispatch a party  overland via the Peace 
R iver to find out if a wagon road and cattle tra il could be opened up to Pelly River. 
Inspector Moodie with a party  of six, including two M ilitary College graduates, left fed- 
monton on 4th September. H e appears to have had bad luck in obtaining guides, one 
being lost altogether. H is latest report is dated St. John, 27th November, I  tru s t 
he is now well over the mountains.

The N orth-west Government having decided to send ex-inspector Chalmers, N .W . 
M. Police, C.E., in their employ, to locate, if possible, a wagon road to connect short por
tions of road already existing between Edmonton and Peace River, the police furnished 
p a rt of the outfit and men as being the most satisfactory and speedy way of meeting 
your instructions respecting th a t portion of the wagon road to Pelly River. The party  
started  out and reported in two months th a t a feasible route had been found, and the 
North-west Government im m ediate^ dispatched a party  under Mr. Chalmers to cut 
ou t the ro<d, prepare estimates for bridges, ferries, dtc., and i t  is expected it will be open 
by January . Even if a good wagon road cannot be got all the way to Pelly Banks, this 
road, as far as it  goes, will open up a large trac t of good farming land, and many very 
good gold prospects en route, particularly the Peace R iver country where experience has 
shown th a t w heat and other cereals, and cattle, can be raised to the best advantage, bu t 
which the extreme difficulty in reaching has hitherto  stopped any settlers, except m is
sionaries and traders, from attem pting to occupy, but there is no doubt cattle  can be 
driven overland to Pelly Banks, although the route may be circuitous. The country 
between the Peace River and Edmonton is now dotted with small parties of prospectors 
numbering in all several hundred souls, who are camped waiting for spring.

Two patrols will s ta rt this week from Edmonton to visit these parties and carry 
the ir mail. One under Sergeant-M ajor McDonell going via St. A nne and the Macleod 
River, the other under Inspector Snyder going via Lesser Slave Lake to St. John  on 
Peace River, where he will take stock of our supplies and get the latest inform ation re 
Inspector Moodie’s party. Both these parties on returning will pick up mail, and give 
any advice and assistance in their power to the travellers en route. S till another patrol 
under Inspector Routledge will leave Edmonton a t an early date visiting all the  parties 
en route to the Yukon on the A thabasca, Slave Lake and Mackenzie Rivers, as far 
N orth  as F o rt Simpson, carrying a le tte r mail and try ing  all delinquents th a t come 
under their no'ice. As many cases likely to arise require two J .P .’s to  try  them, one 
member of each party  has been sworn in as a Justice  of the Peace to sit w ith Inspector, 
Snyder or Routledge.

I t  is reported th a t Captain Segars and party, and one Pilon and party , who have 
previously travelled the route, have arrived a t Peel R iver safely w ith all their supplies, 
although they only left Edmonton in August. I f  this is the case they will easily get 
the ir supplies over to the head waters of the Porcupine, 60 miles, by dog train , and will 
arrive a t F ort Yukon early in the spring. This will greatly encourage many others to 
adopt this route, as although F o rt Yukon is 300 miles below the present gold fields, the 
Y ukon will be alive with steamers next year, and parties can easily get taken up, or 
towed up to where th “y wish to locate. This route and th a t via Peace R iver will 
certainly cause a great influx of people to pass through the Edmonton D istrict, where 
every preparation is being made to outfit them. This will bring still greater prosperity 

15— 1J



4 NORTH-WEST MOUNTED POLICE.

to th a t fertile country so well adapted by nature for the fu ture homes of immigrants, i t  
having water, coal, wood, gold and a fine climate to offer intending settlers. I t  
will also greatly help the Calgary D istrict as many will outfit there ; th a t d is tric t and 
Macieod will supply the pack ponies required and many of the cattle. The routes via 
Edmonton will be entirely through Canadian Territory, and all the supplies required will 
be purchased in Canada, but it will necessitate a largely increased force of police, and 
it  will, I  think, be necessary to establish out-posts a t Peel R iver and interm edia: e points, 
and also on Peace and Liard Rivers, as well as in the country between there and 
Edmonton, where we have only two men (at Lesser S'ave Lake). Many of the Ind ians 
and half-breeds in this part of the country do not like the increase of travel through 
their country. As these Indians are not under treaty  I  have already draw n your a tten 
tion to the advisability of dealing with them before spring travel commences.

The influx of American cattle has, particularly in the Wood M ountain, M aple 
Creek and Lethbridge Districts, caused us a great deal of very hard and unsatisfactory 
patrolling, and although we have employed several line riders of experience to help our 
men, and some of the largest U nited States cattle owners have also employed line riders, 
our united efforts have failed to keep down the crying evil. A t one point in the M aple 
Creek D istrict, just to give an example, in Ju ly  we drove 4,000 steers across the line, 
and within two weeks we had to drive 3,000 of them back a second time. These steers, 
in spite of every precaution, penetrate past our out-posts in small lots, and get among 
the settlers breeding stock far removed from the boundary, driving off the ir young bulls ; 
the result is small calf crops, and many young heifers irretrievably injured, and if con
tinued, stock raising in the southern country will be disastrously checked.

Some of the U nited  States owners are registering the same brands on both sides of 
the line, thus defrauding both governments of customs, as i t  is impossible to say to which 
side the particular cattle  really belong. W hen the same brand exists on both sides, 
cattle are sold on whichever side of the line the best price obtains. The report of 
Superintendent Moffatt attached deals fully w ith this grievance.

A n enormous amount of patrolling has'been  performed in the effort to suppress 
cattle  thieving, and I can best bring the difficulties we encounter in getting  convictions, 
a fter effecting arrests, to your notice by referring you to the able rem arks of Superin
tendents Steele and Deane on the subject in their reports attached. A t present, no 
m atter how carefully our cases are worked up, some technicality alm ost invariably 
causes the release of the prisoners. The law, as it affects brands, should be altered a t 
once, so th a t these vexatious failures of justice shall not occur. Every day the im m unity 
from punishnjent, so clearly shewn, is encouraging rogues to increase their cattle  stealing 
business, and under present conditions, no m atter how many are arrested, we cannot 
stop this nefarious practice.

Early in April A ssistant Commissioner M clllree left Regina with a party  of 20 
non-com.-officers and constables under Inspector S rarth  for the coast, w ith instructions 
to see them over Chilkoot Pass. A fter considerable hard work the party  got over w ith 
their supplies, and, building boats a t Lake Bennett, proceeded to Dawson City, where 
they arrived early in June, in time to relieve the members of the force there, whose 
time was about to expire, and enable those who wished to leave the country to take the  
first boat. L ater on, it having been decided th a t a larger force was necessary in the 
Yukon, A ssistant Commissioner M clllree left here, in August, to get them over the  
summit, Inspector H arper and 20 of the party  arriving a t Dawson on October 10th, 
boats having been built by the men, while a party  under Inspector S trickland in N o
vember, completed barracks for the detachment, to be stationed a t Tagish.

The arrival of M ajor W alsh as adm inistrator of the Yukon a t Skagway relieved 
me of all further responsibility in th a t country, and he will, I  have no doubt, report 
fully on police m atters in the territory  under his control.

The report of the assistant commissioner showing the many difficulties he had to  
encounter is attached.

The numerous patrols in connection with the Crow’s N est Pass R ailroad will be 
treated under the head of assistance to railroads.
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INDIANS.

W ith  the exception of the *■ Almighty Voice ” trouble, the Indians have been 
unusually quiet during the last >ear, and have generally made very great progress. In  
th e  west they have made a good deal of money, having found a m arket for a large num ber 
of hitherto  worthless ponies for packing over the various routes to the Yukon, a t prices 
ranging between $10 and $40.00. There has also been a great demand for hay for the 
Crow’s N est railroad, and a great deal of other work has contributed to their comfort, 
a  good deal of freighting having also been performed by them. In  the north, fair crops, 
and a good price for cattle, w ith good hunting, have made them comparatively indepen
dent, and in other parts of the country ihey have pu t up and sold large quantities of 
hay, and disposed of a considerable num ber of fa t cattle. The wise policy of the Ind ian  
D epartm ent in supplying well bred bulls, and frequently changing them  is shewn by 
the prices generally obtained by the Indians for their cattle, which compare more than 
favourably w ith those obtained by the settlers.

The quality of the  hay sold by the Indians and pu t up for their own use, is 
unequalled in the Territories, except by th a t of some of the better class of Germans, and 
there can be no doubt as I  have previously reported, th a t in suitable work and rem uner
ative, and prom pt payment, lies the whole secret of tho Ind ian  problem. B ut they will 
require constant police supervision for some years, not only to control the more tu rbu len t 
amongst them, as they are so easily excited, bu t also to protect them  from injustice 
from some of the settlers who will take advantage of their ignorance when they can. I t  
is to be hoped th a t all reserves th a t are not yet in possession of herds of cattle  will a t 
an  early date be encouraged to take Care of them, as above all other employments, cattle  
ranching suits these people.

I  am still of opinion th a t more Ind ian  police should be employed, not only by the 
Indian D epartm ent itself, but in connection with the N orth-W est M ounted Police, as 
we find them most zealous and useful in every way.

I  regret to report th a t a considerable num ber of the Refugee Créés deported last 
year from the U nited States have already returned to th a t country, where they now 
believe th a t they are American citizens, having employed a lawyer to have them natural
ized. He was not successful, bu t they are apparently satisfied with their status.

A good deal of machinery has been purchased by our Indians in addition to their 
purchases of wagons and harness, and several have brought sewing machines and furn i
tu re  for their homes.

LIQUOR.

The patrol to F o rt Resolution last w inter looked carefully into the alleged sale of 
intoxicants to Indians, and several men were tried and convicted of the offence, and the 
present patrols will investigate and try  all cases th a t come under their notice. A num ber 
of people, generally, half-breeds, have been convicted of this offence, and have as a rule 
undergone imprisonment. I  regret to report th a t some Justices of the Peace do not 
take a proper view of the danger to the community likely to arise from this practice, 
and le t offenders off very lightly, considering the gravity of the offence. Amendments 
are now being made to the N orth-west Ordinances which will ensure greater vigilance 
on  the p a rt of license inspectors.

HORSES.

Only fourteen rem ounts have been purchased during the  year owing to the reduction 
And to the num ber of men employed in the Yukon, bu t one hundred pack ponies have 
been bought for the passes and the overland trip  of Inspector Moodie from Edmonton. 
I  am now buying a few good ponies ready for nex t season.
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R eturn of horses purchased from 1st December, 1896, to 30th November, 1897.

From whom Purchased. Place. No. Price. Total.

T? TTrnli ............ .. . Kipp.................................... 1

$ cts. 

60 00

9 cts. 

60 00
Calgary............................... 3 60 00 180 CO

w  p  K°rf™t ............ C algary ............................... 1 110 00 110 00
C algary............................... 2 100 00 200 00
Macleod.. ....................... 3 50 00 150 00
C algary............................... 1 175 00 175 00
Cannington Manor.......... 1 41 00 37 72
Cannington M anor.......... 1 56 00 51 52

*Beckton Bros................................... Cannington Manor.......... 1 52 00 47 84

14 1,012 08

“Less 8 per cent.

R eturn of ponies purchased from 1st December, 1896, to 3rd December, 1897.

From whom Purchased. Place. No.

3
Vi. Taylor...................................................................................... 3
H. Larivière .............................................................................. 5
J. L. Hiroundelle.......................................................................... 7
C. Henderson................................................................................ Fort Saskatchewan..................................... 2
D. E. N oyes.................................................................................. Edm onton...................................................... 13
R. Hardesty.................................................................................. 4
J. G oodridge.................................................................................. 1
J. Norris........................................................................................ 2
J. M. Ingram................................................................................ 1
E. Fleming. . .  . ; ................................................................ St. A lbert.................................................... 1
E. Shreeve.................................................................................... 1
Thomas Dunn & C o............................................................. I
Stonv Reserve................................................................... 20

36

100
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S t a t e m e n t  of horses “ cast and sold,” by general order, between 1st December, 1896, 
and 3rd December, 1897, and struck off the  the strength  of the Force.

Division.
R egis
tered
No.

Total. Place. Date. Amount 
per Horse.

Total
Amount.

1866. $ cts. $ cts.

A 1486 Maple C reek ......................................... Sept. 29 ........ 20 00
A 1738 do ............................... : . .  . do 29. . .  . 25 00

!
i 1897.

A 1469 20 00
A 1321 do' 13 ........ 20 00
A 2004 do ....................................... do 13 . . 20 00
A 509 do ....................................... July 25 . . . . 20 00
A 1390 15 00
A 1493 do“ 16.......... 25 00
A 1827 do ......................................... Sept. 17 . . . . 17 50
A 1091 do 27........ 15 00
A 378 Nov. 27 ........ 17 00
A 1157 do 27.......... 23 00
A 1204 do 2 7 ... 29 00
A 1200 do ......................................... do 27 . . . . 21 00
A 1489 do .............................  ........ do 27 . . . . 23 00
A 2006 do ........................... .............. do 27 . 31 00

— 16 — 341 50
1896.

c 619 20 00
C 1303 do ................................................ do 20 ........ 25 00
c 1609 do ................................................ Nov. 28.......... 18 12
0 745 do ....................... ........................ do 28.......... 25 00
c 1417 do ................  ......................... do 30 . . . 14 50
c 1530 do ............................................. do 3 0 . . . . 20 00
c 1565 do ............................................... Dec. 27 ........ 19 10
c 1658 do 27 ........ 20 00

1897.

c 317 21 00
c 618 do ............................................... 21 00
c 649 do ............................................... do 1 .. 21 00
c 940 do ............................................... 21 00
c 1097 do ............................................... do 1 . . . . 21 00
c 1104 do ................... ......................... do 1 ___ 21 00
c 1419 do ........ .. ................................. do 1 .......... 21 00c 1911 do ................................. .............. do 1. . .  . 21 00c 2042 do ............................................... do 1 . . . . 21 00c 1631 do ............................................... do 1 . . . 21 00c 1636 21 00c 1736 do ................................... do 1 .......... 21 00c 1867 do ............................................... 21 00

— 21 434 72
1896.

D 1278 Macleod.................................................... 24 00
D 1281 do ................................................... 20 00
D 845 do ................................................... 19 00
D 1275 do 11 23 00

1897.

D 1316 do ................................................... 12 00
— 5 98 00

1896.

D ep ot........ 1176 July  22 25 00
ao .......... 727 do' 29 20 00
do .......... 1348 do .................................................. do 29 35 00
do .......... 128 do ................................................. 25 00
do .......... 1670 do .................................................... do” 11 10 00
do . . . . 875 do .................................................... 25 00
do . . . 1367 do .................................................... do 2 .......... 20 00
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S t a t e m e n t  o f  h o rs e s  “ c a s t  a n d  s o ld ”— Continued.

Division.
Regis
tered
No.

Total.

De^jot.......... 838 Regina ..
1889 do

do .......... 1422 do
do .......... 1875 do
do .......... 1923 do
do . . . . 1605 do
do .......... 1837 do
do ........ 1950 do
do .......... 1795 do
do .......... 1425 Estevan.
do .......... 1666 Regina ..
do .......... 1823 do
do ........ 1024 do
do .......... 1782 ■ do
do . . . 1184 do

do .......... 1629 Regina ..
do .......... 1628 Estevan.
do .......... 1472 Regina ..
do .......... 1784 do
do .......... 1814 do
do .......... 1984 do
do .......... 171 do
do .......... 1237 do
do .......... 1914 do
do .......... 1031 E stevan.
do .......... 1149 do
do .......... 2105 Regina ..
do .......... 842 do
do .......... 1363 do
do .......... 1364 do
do .......... 1496 do
do .......... 1404 do
do .......... 1904 do
do .......... 1964 do
do .......... 1080 do
do .......... 1158 da
do .......... 399 do
do .......... i593 do
do 1792 do
do ........ 1847 do
do .......... 1600 do
do ........ 570 do
do .......... 1922 do
do .......... 1802 do
do .......... 2184 do
do ___ 1339 do
do .......... 1288

54
do

E 590 Calgary.
E 1437 do
E 1717 do
E 1719 do

E 1956 Calgary.
E 1557 do
E 1010 do
E 1525 Calgary .
E 1603 do
E 1644 do
E 2245

11
do

Place. Date.

do ...................................................  do 26

Amounts 
per Horse.

1896. $ cts.

Sept. 2 .......... 20 00
do 18.......... 35 00
do 18.......... 20 00
do 28 ........ 30 00
do 28.......... 15 00

Oct. 24 .......... 20 00
do 24.......... 25 00
do 26.......... 25 00
do 30.......... 30 00

Nov. 9 .......... 25 00
do 25.......... 25 00

Dec. 3 .......... 20 00
do 3 .......... 20 00
do 17.......... 45 00
do 21.......... 20 00

1897.

Jan. 1 .......... 80 00
do 11.......... 20 00

April 26.......... 10 00
do 26.......... 15 00
do 26.......... 25 00
do 26.......... 20 00

[May 1 .......... 15 00
June 2 .......... 25 00
do 15.......... 30 00

Aug. 24.......... 27 00
do 24.......... 25 00

Sept. 20.......... 20 00
do 20.......... 20 00
do 20.......... 25 00
do 20.......... 25 00

1 do 2 7 .. . 35 00
Oct. 8 .......... 15 00
do 9 ........ 20 00
do 16 .. . 20 00
do 23.......... 20 00
do 23.......... 24 00
do 23.......... 15 00
do 23.......... 19 00
do 23.......... 24 00
do 23.......... 50 00
do 23.......... 42 00
do 23.......... 32 50
do 23 .......... 17 00
do 23 .......... 34 50
do 23........ 19 00
do 23.......... 24 50
do 27 .......... 15 00

1896.

Oct. 3 .......... 20 00
do 3 ........ 20 00
do 3 .......... 25 00
do 3 .......... 25 00

1897.

Jan. 1 .......... 80 00
do 5 .......... 15 00

May 21.......... 20 00
May 21........ 10 00
do 21 . . . . 15 00
do 21 . . . 15 00

Aug. 3 . . . . 15 00

Total
Amount.

$ cts.

1,345 50

260 00
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S t a t e m e n t  o f  h o r s e s  “  c a s t  a n d  s o ld  ”— Continued.

Division.
Regis
tered
No.

T otal. Place. Date. Amount 
per Horse.

Total
Amount.

1897. S cts. S cts.

1897. *

' F 440 10 00
F 1121 do ....................................... do 3 0 . . . 20 00
F 1918 do do 3 0 .. . 21 00
F 1953 do 30 .......... 24 00
F 1902 do ....................................... do 30 .......... 23 00
F 1971 do ..................................... do 30 . . 37 00
F 1985 do 30 .......... 6 50
F 1377 do ..................................... do 30 . . . . 23 00

8 — 164 50
1895.

G 1250 Fort Saskatchewan.............................. Sept. 14.......... 40 00
G 1081 40 00
G 1925 do .............................. Nov. 22 . . . 40 00
G 1338 do 23.......... 45 00
G 1852 do 23 ........ 60 00
G 1501 do ............ ................ do 30.......... 40 00
G 2079 do 30.......... 50 00

1896.

G 1813 do May 2G.......... 35 00

1897.

G 830 July 2 . 25 00
G 1325 do ...................... do 2 ..  . . 25 00
G 1000 do ................ , . . . . do 2 . . . 25 00
G 1858 do ......................... do 2 ___ 20 00
G 2173 do 12.......... 30 00
G 2175 do 12.. .. 50 00
G 2045 do .............................. do 28.......... 75 00
G 2040 75 00

10 675 00
1897.

K 1203 Lethbridge............................................. J  une 8 .......... 15 00
1 15 00

F Pony 28 1 10 00 10 00

3,342 22

In  addition to the above, 15 horses (10 “ D ” Division, 5 “ F ” Division), have 
been cast and sold by trad ing  them for coal, oats, hay, etc., bu t not struck off in Gen
eral Orders, the ir numbers being :—

“ D ” Division Nos. 683, 1310, 1318, 1326, 1551, 1559, 1687, 1688, 1696, 1701. 
“ F ” “ “ 964 ,1 4 9 0 ,1 5 3 3 ,1 6 7 4 ,1 8 6 8 .



g. no

691
2073

1582
1440
1699
1324
1114
1909
682

1544
2083
2261
2256
1901
1895
2080
1128
1013
1198
948

1107
617

1487
1504
1420
2229
1786
1976
1105
1680
1733
1258
889
760

NORTH WEST MOUNTED POLICE.

lave died or have been destroyed 
and 30th November, 1897.

between 1st December, 1896,

Date. Cause. Remarks.

1896.
June 4 .. Drowned, B ig B end.........................................
Oct. 19.. Inflammation of the bowels .........................

1897.
Jan. 20 .. Acute peritonitis..............................................
Feb. 1 .. Exposure and hardship......................... • •

Destroyed.Mar. 3 .. Fractured pastern.............................................
do 13 .. Broken leg......................................................... do

Apr. 28 .. 
May 1 ..

Inflammation of stomach...............................
Inflammation of the bowels...........................

do 22 . Rupture of stomach. ...................................
do 27 .. Natural causes...................................................
do 29.. Broken neck.......................................................

June 5 .. Influenza........................................................... A t sea on SS. Ottoman.
do 6 .. Congestion of lungs......................................... do do
do 13.. Pneum onia......................................................... A t Chelsea Barracks, L<bi

Julv 22.. Injuries from barbed w ir e ............................. Destroyed.
Aug. 19.. Effects of a fever...............................................
do 28.. For dog m eat..................................................... do
do 31 .. do ...................................................... do
do 31 .. do ..................................................... do

Sept. 15.. Gastric fever.......................................................
do 1 .. For dog m eat...................................................... do
do 6 .. ao ....................  ............................. do
do 7 .. do ............................... ...................... do
do 10.. do ..................................................... do
do 16.. do ...................................................... do
do 20.. do .............. ....................................... do
do 23 .. do ...................................................... do
do 27 .. Retention of urine.’ ......................................... do
do 27.. For dog m eat................................................... do

Oct. 7 .. do ........................ .......................... do
do 8 .. Chronic spinitis................................................. do
do 12.. For dog m eat............................................... do
do 21.. ao ................................................. do

Nov. 10.. Fractured pastern b on e.. . .  ......................... do
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L ist of ponies which have died, or have been destroyed, between 1st December, 1896,
and 3rd December, 1897.

No. of 
Pony. Division. Date. Cause. Remarks.

27
21
54

F. Destroyed. 
do

Died in Y ukon country,ca
D.
Dp.
Dp.
Dp.
Dp.
Dp.
Dp.
Dp.
Dp.
Dp.
Dp.
Dp.
D P.
Dp.
Dp.
Dp.
Dp.
Dp.
Dp.
Dp.
Dp.

Aug.
Sept.

8 . . . .  
4. . . .

Hopeless cripple.........................
use \mknown

58 6 ........
47
52

13 . . . .
13 ..........

100 13 ........
44 16 ........
46 17........
60 19 ........
50 21 ..........

107 21........
42 21 ........
45 22 . .
43 23 ..  ..

23 ........
23..........

97 23 .. .
51
57

104
25 .. ..
25..........

41 do 29 ........ do do

Some remounts will be required early in spring to replace horses worn out. The 
Crow’s N est duty has been particularly hard on horses, in some cases i t  having been 
impossible to obtain regular feed.

Of the 57 ponies sent into Skagway or bought there, a large num ber have died 
on the passes from cold and exposure to excessive rains and the difficulty to get sufficient 
feed over the pass. Seven oxen were purchased to be worked as long as possible, when 
they would be killed for dog feed.

DOGS.

G reat difficulty was experienced in getting  suitable dogs for the Yukon and north 
ern patrols, and to enable us to get 130 good dogs we had to buy some 15 inferior ones. 
78 dogs have already gone to Skagway, about 35 will follow a t once, and the rem ainder 
are being used on the N orthern  patrols. Inspector Moodie purchased 33 dogs a t Lesser 
Slave Lake (said to be very good ones) for his tr ip  to Pelly Banks.

FOKAGE.

W hile there has been a bountiful crop of w heat over the  whole Territory, the oat- 
crop has been almost a failure, except in the N orth  and W est where an excellent crop 
was harvested. The scarcity of oats in M anitoba and the E astern  Territories, coupled 
with the active demand for the Crow’s N est Pass Railroad, has raised the price con
siderably a t posts where there was a poor crop. There has again been a great reduc
tion in the price a t Battleford, and the success of the farmers there in the last few 
years in growing oats will no doubt still fu rther increase the acreage sown. The in
creased price however will not seriously affect the police, as fortunately we are owed a  
considerable quantity  on last year’s contracts.

H ay is about-the, same price as la s t year, except in some parts of the Macleod Dis
tric t, where we have had to pay as much as $40 per ton a t the Crow’s N est Pass, and 
there is every indication of it  being still higher on account of the bad roads and the  
difficulties of transportation.
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The hay delivered under contract by the Indians a t Regina is as usual of the very 
best quality, not only do they deliver better hay, but they also stack it  better than  the 
settlers.

SADDLERY AND HARNESS.

The reduction of the Force has enabled us to get along w ithout any new harness, 
and beyond exchanging a few old saddles for new ones, we have made no expenditure 
for saddlery. A few sets of harness and «orne cart harness will be required next summer.

TRANSPORT.

Very few wagons have been purchased for the same reason, bu t our old ones are 
getting  past repair, and during the coming season in almost every division, new heavy 
transport will be required. W e have plenty of spring wagons of the heavier sort, in 
fact more than  we now require, b u t a few light ones and some buckboards will be nec
essary, and a number of carts will be used in patrolling the Peace R iver route.

a r m s . .

A large proportion of the ammunition used this year was of Canadian make, and I  
have again to report th a t on the whole, it  was very unsatisfactory, and a t least four 
divisions report th a t its use had a very bad effect on the in terest taken in the annual 
matches. W hile a considerable percentage is excellent, almost invariably when a man 
was making a good score, he came upon several bad cartridges, which was most exasper
ating. The best judges are unanimous in condemning its use. J t  has had many, and im 
partial trials in this Force, and I  trust we shall in fu ture get American amm unition for 
our Winchesters. These carbines are getting gradually worse, bu t will last another 
year or two.

“ D ” Division is the only one armed with Lee-Metford’s, bu t there are th irty  car
bines of th a t pattern  in the Yukon, as well as a full supply of W inchesters.

Our Enfield revolvers are obsolete and very much too heavy, and should a t once be 
replaced with a lighter and more modern weapon, particularly as our men have now to 
do so much walking.

Both our Maxim guns are now over the pass, on the road to Yukon.

BARRACKS.

Practically no alterations have been made this year, and beyond a little  necessary 
repairing, some painting and papering, very little  money has been spent in the te rri
tories. A  new guard-room was commenced a t Maple Creek, bu t not completed, as the 
fu ture of th a t post is undecided. The burning of the im migration building a t Medicine 
H a t deprived us of very good quarters, and we have had to ren t a small house in con
sequence. A  new outpost was built by our men a t Crow’s N est Lake, and new barracks 
were put up also by our men a t Dawson City and Tagish.

A  new post is very badly required in the vicinity of P incher Creek, as the old 
quarters has been condemned, being quite rotten. The opening of the Crow’s N est 
Pass Railway, in the near future, will enable us to select the most suitable site in th a t 
■district for a post, and I  hope th a t early in spring we will be in  a position to build, as 
our present quarters cannot be occupied in summer.

PHYSIQUE.

Our physique is about the same, b u t the constant drain upon i t  in selecting the 
most active and robust men for service in the Yukon, naturally  reduces the average in 
th e  Territories.



REPORT OF COMMISSIONER HERO H MER. 13

DRILL.

Beyond “ setting up ” and arm drill we have practically done no drill this year, 
except in the case of the few recruits we have engaged.

DISCIPLINE.

I t  has been found necessary to dismiss 18 men during the year, nearly all for 
drunkenness W ith  the few men now a t my disposal it  is more than  ever necessary 
th a t all shall be reliable and steady, and while many of those dismissed were sm art 
looking intelligent men, and good soldiers, as constabulary they were useless. E xcept 
in this one point the discipline has been excellent.

I  can only quote my report of last year on the subject, as the same conditions 
still exist.

I  am still of the opinion th a t officers should get increased pay after a certain 
number of years seivice, as under the present system an officer ju s t promoted draws the 
same pay as an officer of the same rank with long service. Prom otion is very slow and 
there is very little  to look forward to.

I  would again call your a tten tion  to the present system of superannuation, which 
operates most unfairly towards the large num ber of officers promoted from the ranks.

In  calculating pay for both superannuation and pensions, I  would respectfully 
subm it th a t the value of all allowances should be added to pay for all ranks when 
superannuation or pension is considered, as is the custom in the Irish  constabulary and 
many other constabulary forces.

RATIONS.

The rations supplied during the year have been generally excellent. The price of 
beef a t Macleod is too high, bu t as there is no opposition to the present contractors, 
we cannot do better.

Creamery bu tter is still generally used, and gives satisfaction.
An effort is being made a t all posts to contract for bread, as i t  is impossible with 

our reduced strength  to bake it  ourselves, and the system of the police supplying the 
Hour to outside bakers and paying for the baking is not always satisfactory.

FUEL AND LIGflT.

There has been some decrease in the expenditure under the above heading, owing 
to some quarters and barrack rooms having been closed on account of the reduction. Coal 
is still much too dear a t the p it’s mouth in the large collieries, bu t increased population 
and consequent demand should shortly remedy this, as there are a great num ber of 
small mines being opened. The completion of the Crow’s N est Pass Railway will 
enable the hard coal of th a t region to be placed in the m arket in competition w ith an th 
racite coal, the price of which a t the p it’s mouth is $5.00 per ton.

The electric light a t Calgary, Lethbridge and Regina is a g reat success, bu t the 
meters a t Regina are not a t all satisfactory, and I am endeavouring, w ith your consent, 
to make a better arrangem ent with a view to reducing the cost.

CANTEENS

A re running in all divisions to the great convenience and comfort of all members 
of the force. The great reduction in the strength  of several divisions will necessitate
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the closing up in the near future of several canteens, as there are not sufficient men to 
make it  profitable to continue them, even if we could spare men to look a fte r them.

CRIME.

There were five murders committed during the year. Three, those of Corporal 
Hockin and Constable Kerr, N.W .M . Police and Mr. Grundy, Postm aster, a t  Duck 
Lake by “ Almighty Voice,” one by a H ungarian named Grega, of his own father near 
Whitewood, and one of a squaw near Edmonton whose m urderer has so far escaped 
justice, the suspected man having been acquitted. In  addition to the  m urders com
m itted by “ A lmighty V oice” he seriously wounded three members of the force, two of 
whom may never recover the use of their arms in consquence.

One Gray is now under arrest a t Edmonton for shooting with in ten t, b u t with 
these exceptions there has been very little  violent crime.

I  regret to report th a t there has been a good deal of both cattle killing and stealing, 
and almost invariably I  believe by whites. As in previous years, although the police 
have worked hard, technicalities in procedure have generally resulted in the prisoners 
getting released. Tramps have increased in some districts, bu t they have been so closely 
watched, and arrested when necessary, th a t no serious crimes have resulted.

The great influx of strangers into the Edmonton D istrict bound for the Yukon, 
many of whom are armed, has, so far, occasioned us no trouble, bu t the  practice of carry
ing revolvers will occupy our close attention, as it  is certain sooner or la ter to lead to 
trouble.

Taken on the whole, the country has been very quiet since my last report.

ROADS AND BRIDGES.

The appointment by the North-west Government of Mr. Dennis as Deputy M inis
te r of Public Works, and of a qualified C.E., in each d istric t of the  Territories to look 
after the roads and bridges, will, I  think, be of very great advantage to  the country. A 
wagon road is being made from Edmonton to Peace R iver which will not only accom
modate parties going to the Yukon, bu t will also open up a fine country for settlem ent.

FIRE PROTECTION.

W e have had no fires this year, and our fire appliances are the same as last year.

TELEGRAPHS AND TELEPHONES.

The telegraph lines, particularly the main line of the C .P.R ., have apparently too 
much work, as there is frequently considerable delay in receiving and sending messages.

The telephone line between Lethbridge and St. M ary’s is still very unsatisfactory 
and when most wanted is not in working order.

ASSISTANCE TO RAILROADS.

The usual assistance has been given railroads when required, bu t beyond keeping 
the line clear of tramps, and arresting parties for stealing rides, we have no t been called 
upon, except in the Crow’s N est Pass construction, where disputes under the M aster 
and Servants A ct h a \e  kept us busy. I t  appears tha t many men were brought up by 
Labour Agents w ithout fully understanding the conditions, and the result has beenagreat 
deal of unnecessary work for the Police. Two officers and six men are on duty  alon* the 
line of constrution, and the usual patrols in the vicinity of the works in the Territories 
huve been kept up. I t  appears th a t the contractors are now getting  on better w ith their 
men, many of those who were dissatisfied having been sent home.
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PRAIRIE FIRES.

The country has been rem arkably exempt from destructive prairie fires during the 
last season, which was very fortunate, as the greatly decreased strength  of the force 
prevented, except in a few instances, the establishm ent of the usual police tire patrols. 
E arly  in the fire season a num ber of reliable settlers were recommended to the  N orth 
west Government for the position of fire guardians ; they were very prom ptly appointed, 
and in many cases have done excellent work in prosecuting parties who set out fires, 
and I  th ink in fu ture in most neighborhoods the settlers can look after themselves in 
the m atter of prairie fires.

RANCHES,

The very cold and stormy w eather in November, 1896, was expected to have a 
disastrous result on stock in some sections of the country. This fear has not been fu l
filled to any extent, beyond a considerable decrease in the calf crop. A  large num ber 
of steers have been exported this year, but i t  was found th a t a very large num ber offered 
to the buyers were not sufficiently fa t for m arket. This should greatly increase the 
number for export next year. All the rough cattle  are either killed locally of shipped 
to  B ritish Columbia, where one firm, M. P. Burns, kills over 600 a month. The Crow’s 
N est Pass Railroad, is furnishing a m arket for a num ber of coarse cattle, and I  expect 
to see a large num ber of beef cattle driven into the Edm onton D istrict next summer, 
many of which will be taken overland towards the Yukon.

Sheep while still low in price are in better demand, and several parties who shipped 
direct to England report favourable sales.

The Crow’s N est Pass Railway, and the great demand for ponies for the Yukon, 
suitable for packing, has opened up a good m arket for both the heavier class of horses, 
and for the small horses, of late years quite unsaleable, and whole droves of ponies have 
been bought from Indians and others a t their full value, in some cases as much as $30 
having been paid.

There is still little  demand for saddle horses, and the reduction of the police, and 
our not buying horses, has not improved the outlook.

There has been a great demand for hay and oats in the vicinity of the line of the 
Crow’s N est Railroad, and large quantities have been baled and shipped there from the 
north.

Stock inspectors have been appointed in the west, and their labours will be found 
most useful to the ranchers.

» There has been a great demand for hogs for home packing, one firm alone a t  
Edmonton has packed several thousand, and another firm has lately recommenced 
business w ith a view to supplying parties going overland to the Yukon w ith bacon. In  
other parts of the country many smaller concerns are making bacon, and having had 
the opportunity lately of seeing several carloads of hogs, the great im provem ent in 
breed is plainly discernable. The high price of w heat in some parts has retarded the 
increase in supply of hogs, b u t a t all places where barley is grown it is being very pro
fitably fed.

As usual a num ber of cattle  have been killed by the trains on 'the  C. & E. Railroad, 
and quite a number have been drowned while endeavouring to get w ater on the frozen 
rivers, generally owing to the carelessness of the owners and their employees.

The early construction of the Crow’s N est Pass Railroad and other increased tran s
port facilities into Kootenai, will next year greatly increase the demand for all N o rth 
west products, and w ith the Yukon excitem ent will, i t  is considered, cause the incoming 
year to be the most prosperous in the annals of the territories.

SETTLERS.

A large proportion of the settlers who have come into the country are Galicians, 
and while some of them have money, many are in very poor circumstances. Those who
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arrived last year have turned out very much better than was expected, as although very 
ignorant, and behind the age, they are very willing to work, and seem ap t a t picking up 
new ideas. They are settled east of Fort Saskatchewan, and their great draw back is 
the absence of work in the vicinity, so th a t it is impossible for them  to get rem unerative 
labour. Some of them worked on the Crow’s N est Pass, bu t as they did not understand 
the work they were not a success, and the distance from their homes was too great for 
them to make any money.

A bout 250 settlers have located in the Macleod D istric t ; these are reported to be. 
of a very desirable class.

The farmers all over the Territories have done rem arkably well, and the creameries, 
aided by the Government, have been a very im portant factor in this result in many parts 
of the country. This industry, with a  little  exertion on the part of the farmers, can be 
made much more profitable. A t present, owing to the lack of patronage, the creameries 
open late in the season and close early, the farmers no t generally keeping the ir cows 
milking after the grass season. Several creameries are endeavouring to run la ter this 
year, and if successful in making good returns to the patrons, the practice will no doubh 
become general.

The Mormons have done very well this year, and would do better if they would 
improve their farming, as their grain is very dirty. The construction of the Crow’s 
N est Pass Railroad has greatly assisted them. They are now seeking incorporation.

Irrigation  has not been required this year as there was plenty of rain.
The A lberta Railway and Coal Co. have lately caused a survey to be made of the ir 

lands lying south of Lethbridge, and propose to pu t in irrigation ditches. A s th e  
country is adapted in every sense for irrigation, th is will open up for cultivation an. 
immense trac t of land, which a t present is only used for grazing, owing to its dryness. 
W here w ater has been applied in gardens the growth has been very luxuriant. I t  is 
expected th a t on completion of the system there will be a large influx of settlers from 
U nited  States Territory, who understand, and appreciate, irrigation be tte r than our 
people. The Kootenai m arket for hay, oats, vegetables, etc., will be a t their doors.

MIXING.

The usual placer mining has been carried on along the N orth  Saskatchewan River, 
bu t owing to extremely high water, which continued most of the summer, the result has 
not been as good as formerly. Numerous dredges have been built, generally by A m eri
cans, bu t I  doubt if they have been very successful. Several machines are a t work 
try ing to extract gold from the large deposits of black sand, which have h itherto  been 
an incumbrance to the miners. If  any of the processes in use are satisfactory, i t  is 
expected th a t a large quantity  of gold can be saved. These machines are now being 
overhauled, and altered, ready for, it is to be hoped, a profitable business next year. 
W est of Edmonton on the McLeod and W apiti Rivers, gold has been obtained by Half- 
breeds, it is reported in paying quantities. The continued high w ater in the Saskat
chewan will result next year, it the river is low, in a very increased production of gold, 
the bars always containing a larger quantity  of gold after continued high water.

The price of coal a t Edmonton has been raised from $1.75 to $2.50 per ton, caused 
by the "kukon excitement, and the increased demand for labour in consequence. 
A rrangem ents are being made to work a number of coal mines on completion of 
the Crow’s N est Pass Railroad, 1 his should lower the price of coal. The original cost 
a t the p it’s mouth is too great now, some mines charging from $3 to $5 per ton there.

RECRUITS.

Very few recruits have joined during the year, owing to our contem plated reduc
tion, and only the best men who present themselves a t their own expense have been 
taken on. A t present we have 670 of all ranks on the pay roll. N inety  of th a t num 
ber are specials employed as dog drivers, cooks, artisans, itc., leaving the actual strength
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of the N orth-west Mounted Police a t 580, including officers, and out of th a t over 80 are 
in the Yukon. In  selecting men for service there, only the strongest, most active, 
handiest and steadiest men are chosen, and many of our best artisans have been taken, 
which greatly weakens the standard  of those remaining for du ty  in the  Territories. 
The immediate necessity for police in the Peace R iver and A thabasca countries will be 
a still fu rther drain, and I  have requested th a t a t least one hundred suitable recruits 
be a t once engaged, so th a t they can be drilled and disciplined before spring.

JUBILEE.

In  Ju n e  a party  consisting of one Superintendent, one Inspector and th irty  Non- 
Com. Officers and Constables and 27 horses proceeded to England to take pa rt in the 
procession in honour of H er M ajesty’s Jubilee. Superintendent Perry  and Inspector 
Belcher were the Officers selected, and we have every reason to be proud of the detach
ment, their physique, appearance, discipline and drill being very generally admired, 
they being considered by prom inent officers quite equal to the  best troops present. The 
horses, which suffered greatly on the passage over, three of them  dying, were in very 
good condition on the day of the procession. They were afterw ards presented to the  Im 
perial Government.

All the horses sent over were bred in the W est, and w ith one exception ranged 
the prairie until four years old.

QUARANTINE.

Early this year, w ith your approval, the enforcement of Quarantine, and of the 
Contagious Diseases A ct, affecting cattle  and horses, were placed under my charge in 
the Territories, and w ith the assistance of a very capable veterinary staff and the 
hearty co-operation of all ranks, a system of inspection of the whole Territories has been 
adopted, which has resulted in the prom pt isolation and subsequent destruction of all 
animals suffering from contagious diseases. Full reports in every case have been sub
m itted to the D epartm ent of A griculture, and the settlers generally are quite ready to 
assist us in every way, even to the ex ten t of killing their own animals when such action 
is recommended.

Glanders among horses, and lumpy-jaw among cattle, are the two most prevailing 
diseases, bu t some horses have died from typhoid fever, and quite a number of cattle  
have died of anthrax. Lately the police received orders to test all the cattle  a t the 
Ind ian  H ead Experim ental Farm  for tuberculosis, but only one animal gave reaction 
in a marked degree, and i t  was slaughtered by order of the hon. the M inister of 
Agriculture.

GENERAL.

Owing to the reduction, all members of the force have been worked to their fullest 
capacity, and w ith our reduced strength, the calls for men for the Yukon, Peace R iver 
and A thabasca districts, and Crow’s N est Pass Railroad, our men being now on duty  in 
B ritish Columbia, have been very difficult to meet w ithout seriously impairing our 
efficiency in the Territories proper. Very little  drill has been done, and in some divisions 
i t  was impossible to find time for ta rget practice. Fortunately  the absence of prairie 
fires and the .good behaviour of the Indians (whom we have, however, looked closely 
after) enabled us to keep up w ith the work, bu t w ithout sufficient drill and 'opportuni
ties for proper instruction, i t  can only be expected th a t the police will deteriorate. A ll 
ranks are generally doing the best they can for the credit of the force, bu t in case of 
emergency it  would be impossible now to collect 20 men in the whole force in the 
Territories w ithout interferring w ith some im portant duty. E ither police protection 
m ust be taken away from the older settled districts and the head quarters of several 
divisions closed, or the strength  of the force m ust be increased materially.

IB— 2
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I t  has been frequently stated th a t the police are too expensive, b u t when it  is con
sidered the amount of crime their presence prevents, and the expense of prosecuting 
thus saved the country, and the large amount of work done all over for o ther depart
ments, which if done by men solely employed by those departm ents would be very great, 
I  think the expense of m aintaining some 600 well drilled men is not out of the way. I  
say well drilled because the general opinion expressed of our jubilee detatchm ent was 
th a t it was quite equal in drill, appearance and discipline to the  detachm ents of any 
regular troops present.

The work done by the police is not generally understood, as in addition to our 
m ilitary and regular police duties, we build all our own small posts, do our own wagon 
repairing, blacksmithing, harness repairing, painting, <kc., besides taking the census 
when required, collecting customs, acting as timber, fire and game guardians, issuing 
seed grain and relief to indigent settlers, taking charge of quarantine against man and 
beast, administering the Contagious and Infectious Diseases Act, and keeping track of 
the movements of population, &c. &c., while a large proportion of the work done usually 
by police magistrates is performed by our officers. A ll these varied duties render the 
police handy, gives them occupation when their services are not actually required as 
constables, and affords the Government a t any time required a compact force of drilled 
men.

ASSISTANCE TO OTHER DEPARTMENTS.

W e have rendered all necessary assistance in the above direction. For the  Ind ian  
D epartm ent we have escorted treaty  money, and sent our V eterinary Surgeons on 
several occasions to a ttend cattle belonging to Indians suffering from disease.

On behalf of the D epartm ent of the In terio r we have now three constables pro
tecting tim ber along the boundary line in South M anitoba, and a t various places in the 
Territories we have, when called upon, looked after the timber.

A ll cases of destitution have been carefully investigated, and, where necessary, 
temporary relief has been issued, pending fu rther instructions. In  nearly every case 
settlers ju s t arrived were those requiring relief. I t  is satisfactory to know th a t nearly 
all those relieved in previous years are now doing well.

In  the Yukon a great deal of the In terio r D epartm ent work has fallen, on the 
police, and their duties in th a t direction are constantly increasing.

As previously reported the enforcement of the cattle  quaran tine and the adminis
tra tion  of the A ct re Infectious and Contagious Diseases affecting animals in the Terri- 
ritories have been placed entirely under police control. The usual assistance has been 
given to the M ilitia D epartm ent in looking after the arms loaned to the various Rifle 
Associations, and a t all points where Customs and In land  Revenue Officers are not 
stationed we have assisted those D epartm ents to the best of our ability.

YUKON DETACHMENT.

W e have a t present eight officers and eighty-eight men, including dog drivers, in 
the Yukon, all under the command of the A dm inistrator, my responsibility ending as 
soon as they land a t Skagway. The best men are invariably selected for th is duty, and* 
g reat care is taken in seeing tha t all are carefully examined by the doctors before 
starting, in addition to their possessing physical strength, endurance, good characters 
and being good travellers and handy men.

The selection of only the best men for the Y ukon makes i t  im perative th a t  only 
ex tra  good men shall be engaged, and th a t all men who are liable to give any trouble 
be discharged. In  consequence I  have been obliged to decline to re-engage m any men 
who, while the force was a t its full strength, and before such demands were made for 
the Yukon, could be profitably employed as members of parties, the great m ajority of 
whom were reliable. Now, when frequently one man has to proceed on du ty  alone, 
their services are a positive danger to the reputation of the force.
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Superintendent Constantine and A ssistant Surgeon W ills have been over two years 
in  the Y ukon ; the others went in this year to relieve time expired men, all of whom 
except Staff-Sergeant H ayne took the ir discharge.

DAIRYING.

A  great impetus has been given to creameries by the satisfactory price received for 
butter. The K ootenai has absorbed a large amount, the rem ainder having generally 
gone to England, so th a t very little  has been available for local consumption, although 
500,000 lbs. have been made a t creameries this year. In  spite of the great w heat crop 
and good prices, many farmers who have not h itherto  sent milk to creameries will do 
so next summer, as b u tte r promises to be a good price, the Y ukon m arket and im
proved transportation  into K ootenai promising a greatly increased demand.

DEATHS.

Our death ra te  has been unusually heavy during the year, particularly  when our 
greatly reduced strength  is considered.

On December 24th, 1896, Reg. No. 2229, Corporal J .  H atfield, of “ D ” Division, 
died a t Macleod of hemorrhage of the brain, probably caused by a chill.

On May 30th, Reg. No. 3112, Constable A. Glend, of Depot Division, died from 
“ aneurism of the thoracic aorta.”

On May 28th, Reg. No. 3106, Corporal C. H . S. Hockin and Reg. No. 3040, Con
stable J . R. K err, were shot near Duck Lake by “ Alm ighty V oice” and his companions.

On September 14th, Reg. No. 3008, Constable A. M ontague, of Depot Division, 
died from obstruction of the bowels and peritonitis.

On September 13th, Reg. No. 549, Sergeant W . R. McMinn, died from typhoid 
poisoning bringing on heart failure.

All were deeply regretted by the ir comrades, and were a great loss to the force, as 
they were well behaved men and good constables, Sergeant M cM inn in particulai 
having done long and excellent service, being 16 years in the force.

I  have the honour to be, Sir, your obedient servant,

L. W. H E R C H M E R ,
Commissioner, North-ivest Mounted Police.

1 5 -2 *
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A lterations in strength of the Force by General Orders from 1st December, 1896 to 
3rd December, 1897.

Men.

E n g ag ed ........................................  .........................................................
Re-engaged without actually leaving..................................................  96
Re-engaged after having actually le f t ................................................ 18
Discharged by purchase.......................................................................... 42

“ time exp ired ........................................................................  63
D eserted ............................................................  8
D ism issed....................................  18
D ied .............................................................................................................  6
G ranted free discharges, having completed two years engagement

in Yukon Country ........................................................................  7

Horses.

R em ounts...................................................................................................  14
Cast and sold ...............................    132
D ie d .............................................................................................................  14
D estroyed .................................................................................................  20
Sent to England w ith jubilee detachm ent and there disposed

of by transfer to the Im perial G overnm ent.............................. 24

Ponies.

Purchased............................................   100
Died and destroyed.................................................................................  22
Cast and sold ........................................................    1
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APPENDIX A.

A N N U A L  R E P O R T  O F A SSIST A N T  C O M M ISSIO N E R  J . H . M cIL L R E E .

N o r t h -w e s t  M o u n t e d  P o l ic e ,
O f f i c e  o f  t h e  A s s is t a n t  C o m m is s io n e r ,

R e g in a , 15th December, 1897.
The Commissioner,

North-west M ounted Police,

Sir ,— I  have the honour to ,subm it my annual report, dating  from 15th November, 
1896 to 30th November, 1897.

I  left Regina for B attleford on 17th November, 1896, leaving Saskatoon the  next 
morning, and reached B attleford a t 2 p.m. on the 20th ; the snow being very deep, and 
the w eather very cold. H eld a general inspection on 20th and 21st, and a t 4 p.m. on 
21st, left with Superintendent Cotton to inspect Jackfish Lake detachm ent buildings 
which had been completed b u t a short time. W ent as far as Bourassa’s th a t night, 
20 miles, and early nex t morning w ith a fresh team w ent to Jackfish Lake detachm ent, 
I  inspected the buildings and returned to Bourassa’s, stopped an hour there and left for 
Battleford. W hen w ithin a few miles of the river a blizzard came on and we had con
siderable trouble in finding the river and the crossing. Finished inspection a t Battleford 
next morning, the 23rd November, and left for Saskatoon a t 1.30 p.m. Reached 
detachm ent a t M cFarlane’s th a t evening. Inspected th a t detachm ent and w ent on to 
H en rie tta  the next day. Inspected th a t detachm ent and arrived a t Saskatoon. In 
spected detachm ent there and arrived a t Regina the next day, the 26th.

On 5th December I  left for Maple Creek and the following day held an  investiga
tion, the proceedings of which I  mailed to you from there. On 6th December I  
inspected the barracks and left in the evening for Lethbridge via Dunmore. I  was a t 
Lethbridge until the afternoon of 10th December, and held a m inute inspection of 
everything in connection w ith the division. I  m ight state here th a t directly on my re
tu rn  from inspection trips I  rendered to you invariably a full and detailed report. I  
left for Macleod on the afternoon of the 10th December, reaching there the same 
day. I  inspected the detachm ent a t K ipp on my way there. W as a t Macleod 
until midday of the 16th December,-and made a thorough inspection of all books, stores 
and  everything in connection w ith “ D ” Division, and w ent out to the herd and examined 
the horses. Left for Calgary on afternoon of 16th December. W as there until evening 
of 19th and inspected barracks, horses, etc., and w ent thoroughly through the Q.M. 
books. I  returned to Regina on 20th December.

On 3rd February I  left for F o rt Saskatchewan, reaching there on the 5th, and was 
engaged in inspection work there until midday of the 8th, when I  drove to Edmonton, 
inspected detachm ent there, and left next day for Calgary, spending the 10th February 
there on official business, and returned to Regina on the 11th.

On the 15th February, you left for O ttaw a, and until your re tu rn  on the  9th 
March, I  was in command of the Force.

On 21st February, I  proceeded to Maple Creek on official business, and returned to 
Regina the following day.

On 8th A pril I  left Regina with Inspector Scarth’s party  bound for the  Yukon, 
w ith instructions to outfit the party  and see them as far as the Sum m it of the Chilkoot 
Pass, and re tu rn  from there myself. Between Regina and Calgary the balance of the 
party  were collected, consisting in all of one officer and 20 non-com. officers and constables. 
W e had a good trip  through the mountains, getting  through Rogers Pass ju s t in tim e 
to  escape some bad snow slides. W e reached Vancouver a t 6.30 p.m. of the 10th 
A pril and remained there until 1 p.m. of the following day, when we left for V ictoria. 
Much kindness was shown to us all a t Vancouver, and a large crowd saw us off on the 
“ Charmer,” and gave us three hearty  cheers, to which we replied w ith a will. W e 
reached V ictoria in the evening and were there until about midday of the 15th April.
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G reat kindness was shown to the party  here, and the men behaved themselves in  a 
manner th a t elicited warm praise from the public. I  received your instructions a fte r 
reaching V ictoria to outfit there as much as possible, which I  d id .a n d  took a large 
quantity  of provisions and stores with us. W e left V ictoria on the S.S. ‘ City of Topeka 
about 1 p.m. of the 10th April. Ju s t  before leaving, a rope against which Inspector 
Scarth was leaning gave way, and he was precipitated into the hold, b u t fortunately 
after falling a few feet he caught a rope and received no in jury  except a shaking up, 
and it  shows the sang-froid of the average policeman, th a t he came up smiling did not 
lose his eye-glass, and kept his forage cap in place, though he started  down the  hold 
head first. W e had a most pleasant trip  to Juneau. The boat was p re tty  crowded, 
b u t all the men had good berths, and they soon made themselves general favourites w ith 
all on board. I t  had been spread about by some wag th a t Inspector Scarth  was the 
Chaplain to our party, and a deputation of ladies requested him to hold service on the 
Sunday, which he did to their great satisfaction.

W e reached Juneau during the night of the 18th April, and w ent ashore a t day
light next morning, and I  proceeded to purchase necessary articles which were required 
to complete the outfit of the party. W e spent two days in Juneau, and I  had some 
trouble in getting a suitable vessel to take us to Dyea. There were several little  steam 
boats, bu t those available were too small to Carry our party  w ith safety. I  a t last hired 
a sailing schooner w ith auxiliary power from a small gasoline engine. The steam boat 
men got mad and tried to place obstacles in the way of our leaving. One of the ir 
num ber thrashed our captain, and they were both run into the lock-up ju s t about the  
tim e we had arranged to start. However, the U nited  S tates Commissioner was good 
enough to bail out our captain and we pulled out about nine p.m of the 20th, in heavy 
rain. W e were very crowded. In  addition to our party, there were four members of 
Mr. Secretan’s party, and various specimens of dogs. W e made bu t poor progress du r
ing the night, but early in the morning we got a ripping breeze from the south, and 
under sail made good time. W e reached Dyea about four p.m. on 21st April. The 
schooner was flat bottomed and as the tide was pre tty  high, she was run  well up on the  
beach and we a t once began to unload the. stores, and carry them to a place of safety. 
I  went up to H ealy & W ilson’s store, and found the manager, Mr. S. J .  H eron, to be an 
old friend of mine whom I  had known intim ately a t F o rt Assiniboine, M ontana, in 
former years. H e proved most kind and helpful to me throughout. W e had about five 
tons including everything. I  could not get the use of H ealy & W ilson’s pack tra in  for 
some days, as there were a good many people in the Pass, and he had some work on 
hand. The men were employed about camp, sharpening tools, making pack straps, <tc. 
I  found the season to be abnormally early. The snow was almost entirely gone up to 
near the Stone House, and the Canyon was broken up. On Saturday the 24th, about 
1,600 pounds of our freight was taken by the pack tra in  to the  mouth of the Canyon, 
and I  sent three men to camp w ith it. On Monday 26th, a  full pack tra in  load w ent 
up to the mouth of Canyon, and I  sent Inspector Scarth and all the party  up there bu t 
three, w ith instructions to s ta rt in next day and commence to pack the  freight round 
the Canyon and on to Sheep Camp, I  w ent up to the Canyon myself. The camping 
ground was very limited, and consisted of boulders of varying size, and was packed 
closely w ith tents. I  returned to Dyea w ith pack train . The nex t day the balance of 
our freight was taken to the Canyon, and the rest of our men left for the  same place. 
The following day I  left for the Canyon to remain w ith the party  and found they had 
made very good headway. They were working very hard and w ith great cheerfulness, 
and had a camp established a t P leasant Camp, and another a t Sheep Camp. I  w ent 
through to Sheep Camp and returned to mouth of Canyon. I  found the  tra il around 
the Canyon to be very bad, there being a g reat deal of mud and w ater w ith ice under
neath and everyone got nasty spills. From P leasant Camp there was some ice on the 
Creek, and we tried sleds but the parties hauling them fell through the  ice often, and 
there were long stretches of bare ground. A ll our stuff was up a t Sheep Camp by 
midday of the 29th. I t  rained all this day, and the men were very wet, bu t as cheerful 
as ever. There were a lot of people camped here, and the camping ground was very 
limited and exceedingly filthy. T decided to hire Indians to pack from here to  Summit, 
and after a lot of dickering, agreed w ith them a t a ra te  of five cents per pound, they
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to s ta rt next morning, i t  rained hard next day, bu t on the morning of the 1st May, they 
started  early with their packs. I  sent four of my party  with them to go over the Sum
mit, and take all the freight they could to B ennett, make camp there and come back 
next day for fu rther loads. I  w ent up myself in the afternoon as far as The Scales, 
bu t there being a violent snow storm up a t the Summit, I  did not go any further, and 
returned to Sheep Camp. The following day the Indians packed all day, and I  sent two 
parties over the Summit, one in the morning and one in the afternoon, and I  myself 
w ent up to the Summit, and saw the second party  off.1 Travelling was hard owing to 
hot sun rendering the snow soft, and climbing was hard. N ext morning the balance of 
the  party  left, all well, and I  turned over the command to Inspector Scarth. The 
party  throughout had worked uncommonly well, and had been a credit to the force in 
every way. The who'e way from Regina to the Summit, many people spoke to me in 
the highest terms of praise of their neat, soldierly and fine appearance, and of their 
quiet and unobtrusive behaviour. A t Juneau  particularly people were much struck with 
them. A fter the party  leaving me a t Sheep Camp, I  paid off the Indians and tram ped 
to the mouth of the Canyon, where I  came across one of H ealy & W ilson’s waggons, 
and reached Dyea about 11 p.m. I  had to remain a t Dyea until 2 p.m. of the 5th 
when I  left for Juneau  on the “ R ustler ” reaching there next morning, and left Juneau  
on the evening of the 7th, arriving a t V ictoria on the 11th, and Regina 17th May.

On May the 28th, news reached here th a t a party  under Inspector A llan had 
located “ A lm ighty Voice,” the Indian  who 18 months before had escaped from Duck 
Lake, and who subsequently shot Sergeant Colebrook. In  following “ Alm ighty V oice” 
through the bluff, Inspector A llan had his right arm badly shattered by a bullet, and 
Sergeant Raven was wounded in the thigh, and it  was found th a t “ A lmighty Voice ” 
had one or more companions w ith him. L ater in the day Corporal H ockin and a few 
men with him, with two civilians who had turned up, rushed the bluff with very disas- 
astrous results, Constable K err and one of the civilians named Grundy being killed, and 
Corporal H ockin mortally wounded, dying a few hours later. The Indians had dug a 
deep pit in the thickest part of the bluff, and shot them all from th a t point of vantage. 
Corporal Hockin’s body was recovered immediately, bu t the other two bodies were 
not recovered until the next day. Superintendent Gagnon arrived ju s t a fter this 
rush had been made, and managed, with the men he had, to keep the Indians 
from escaping from the bluff' during the night. By your instructions I  left
Regina a t 10.30 a.m. of 29th, with Inspector Macdonell, 24 N. C. officers and 
men, a 9-pounder gun, the gun team, and a few saddle horses. W e made a 
good run to Duck Lake, reaching there a t 4.50 p.m., and as soon as horses were fed and 
watered, pulled out for scene of action, 17 miles from Duck Lake. I  reached there 
about 10 p.m., the others a little  later. I  found Superintendent Gagnon there and a 
num ber of specials under Mr. McKay, Q.C., from Prince A lbert, and the bluff was sur
rounded. All the men who arrived with me were a t once sent out to assist. The night 
was very dark and cold. A  good deal of desultory firing took place during the 
night, the Indians firing out of the bluff'and the sentries returning the fire. A 7- 
pounder brass gun had been brought from Prince A lbert, and a few rounds of shell had 
been fired late in the evening a t the spot where the p it was known to be located. Early 
on the morning the 30th May the men who surrounded the bluff were withdrawn, and a 
few mounted men placed round it. The guns were got into position to enfilade 
the spot where the p it was supposed to be, the 9-pounder under command of Corporal 
Smith and a detachm ent from Regina, and the 7-pounder worked by a detachm ent of 
“ F ” division under direction of Mr. W alton, of Prince A lbert. Both guns made good 
practice, bu t the 7-pounder had only a lim ited num ber of rounds, and the firing was 
continued for some time by the 9-pounder. A bout 9 a. m. Corporal Smith took the  
7-pounder down the valley and fired a num ber of shells into the bluff, making most ex
cellent practice. N ot a sound had been heard from the bluff nor a trace of an Ind ian  
had been seen. A fter consultation I  agreed to rush the bluff and we w ent through it. 
Two Indians were found dead in the pit, “ Almighty Voice ” underneath and the “ L ittle  
Salteaux ” lying on top of him. “ Alm ighty V oice” had evidently had one of his 
legs shattered the evening before by a shot from the 7-pounder brought from Prince 
A lbert, as his tra il was found where he had tried to escape during the night, a crutch he
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had dropped being picked up, round which was wrapped a piece olhi s  b a n  e , an  one 
of his mocassins was found near the crutch outside the bluft, one of his ffiGt being are 
when found in the pit. Both he and “ L ittle  Salteaux were killed by sp in ters o 
shells which burst over the pit. The th ird  Ind ian  was found fu rther down the bluff, 
and had evidently been killed by a stray bullet square in the centre of his forehead 
during the night, as the body was quite cold and rigid. The bodies of Constable K err 
and Mr. Grundy were a t once taken out of the bluff and the la tte r  taken to Duck Lake 
under escort. Both bodies were disfigured by having been pounded over the head w ith a 
rifle, the broken parts of which were found in the pit, together w ith olher ai ms. The 
bodies of the three Indians were brought out, identified and tu rned  over to the officials 
of “ One A rrow s” Reserve. I  a t once started  inspector Macdonell and the Regina 
party  for Duck Lake to catch the tra in  for the south the next morning. I  w ent to 
Prince A lbert with Superintendent Gagnon and attended the funeral of Corporal H ockin 
and Constable Kerr, and returned to Regina on 3rd June.

On 6th June  I  left for Lethbridge, the next day going to Coutts, and on the 8th 
held an investigation a t th a t place. The next day I  inspected Coutts detachm ent, 
drove over to W riting on Stone and inspected th a t outpost and returned to Coutts, 
leaving there the next morning for Lethbridge, and held an inspection a t Lethbridge 
on the 10th and 11th June. Drove over to Macleod on afternoon of 11th, and during 
the next three days made a thorough inspection of Macleod Post. Leaving Macleod 
on afternoon of 14th I  returned via Lethbridge, and on 15th Ju n e  inspected Maple 
Creek Post, returning to Regina the following day.

On the 26th Ju ly  you left for Ottawa, and on the 30th I  received instructions 
from you about proceeding to Dyea, as more men were to be sent into the Yukon. I  
left here on the 3rd August with six non-commissioned officers and men. You were 
on the tra in  and went with me as far as Swift C urrent and gave me my instructions. 
A t Medicine H a t I  picked up Staff-Sergeant Richards. A t Calgary I  saw Inspector 
Wood about purchasing pack ponies, and a t Canmore saw Inspector H arper about 
his going into the Yukon. Reached Vancouver on time and went righ t on to 
Victoria. During the next two days my time was fully occupied in purchasing stores 
and arranging numerous m atters in connection with parties to follow me. Left 
V ictoria on SS. “ Queen,” on evening of 7th August. H ad a very cold and wet trip, 
and reached Skagway early on the morning of the 12th. The freight was immediately 
piled promiscuously on lighters and dumped on the rocks, and every one had to pick out 
his own freight and carry i t  above high w ater mark. W hen the tide w ent out I  got a 
team and wagon and hauled the freight up to camp. There was ju ite  a large con
course of tents a t Skagway, bu t only four houses a t this time, and there were very few 
pack animals in the pass. I  endeavoured to hire some pack animals to take my party  
through to Bennett, but was unable to get a single one, so on the 15th I  started  the 
party  over the pass with a m onth’s provisions to do their own packing. I  w ent over to 
Dyea on the 19th to see how m atters stood there. I  found lots of people in  the pass, 
the pack trains and Indians fully employed and with numerous engagements ahead, 
and I  thought, as I  had a pack tra in  coming up, and another one th a t I  had engaged 
when in Victoria, th a t I  could do better in the W hite Pass. The tra in  I  had engaged 
in Victoria, to work for me was in charge, of Mr. J .  G rant, and was to consist of 60 
animals. Mr. G rant was recommended strongly to me by one of the most influential 
men in Victoria.

On the 20th A ugust the “ Islander ” arrived with Inspector H arper and party  
on board, 20 pack animals and six attached civilians, five of whom in the employ 
of the Departm ent of the Interior, were going through to Dawson, and for whom 
I  was to find transport and rations with our party. The six th  civilian was Mr. 
Richardson, who was sent up to locate a suitable route from the  coast to Tagish 
House for a telegraph line. H e was sent through to B ennett w ith pack horses” by 
the W hite Pass, w ent on to Tagish House by boat, and returned by the Chilcoot Pass. 
The “ Bristol ” arrived the same day as the “ Islander,” having on board Mr. G ran t’s 
pack train. Inspector H arper commenced unloading a t once. The next day the horses 
were unloaded and saddles were fitted, horses numbered and shod. This work was com
pleted next day. On 23rd a camp was picked out near the foot of the hill, the  end of
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the  wagon road, and everything was moved up to th a t point as quickly as possible. 
Supplies for Inspector H arper’s party  for two months were set aside to be moved first, 
and on the 25th our pack tra in  made its first trip , eight miles up the  tra il to where our 
second camp was formed, and returned the same day. The tra il was very heavy, and 
one of the ponies played out. The tra il was closed for repairs the nex t day and was not 
re-opened until the 30th August. U p to this date, from the time of my arrival 16 
steamers had arrived, crowded w ith men and pack animals, and travel was becoming 
congested, and it  had rained eleven days or parts of days. On 26th A ugust Staff-Sergt. 
R ichards arrived a t Skagway, having walked from the Summ it th a t day. H e reported 
his party  as having everything over the Summit, bu t they had had terrib ly  hard work 
w ith constant rain. The boots of the whole party  were worn out, and I  got new ones 
and started  him back next morning with pa rt of the pack train.

Inspector S trickland arrived on tl^e 26th A ugust w ith 5 men on str. “ D anube.” 
On the 30th, the day the tra il was re-opened, our pack tra in  started  for eight mile camp 
again. The tra il was better bu t there were over 2,000 pack animals on it  th a t 
day, and the crush was awful, and if anything happened to one anim al the whole p ro 
cession had to stop. On this day G ran t’s pack tra in  turned up for the first time, and 
loaded up to go to B ennett. H e had a lot of inexperienced men and not a sufficient 
number to handle the num ber of horses in his train , and in consequence they got gener
ally mixed up on the trail, and on the 2nd Sept, the tra in  came back having dumped 
their loads a t our eight mile camp. A  num ber of the horses had got some miles past th a t 
point and could easily have taken the ir loads through to B ennett, but Mr. G ran t brought 
them back. I  may as well say here th a t I  had constant trouble w ith this tra in  and in 
the end they took bu t a small quantity  of freight over the Pass for me in comparison w ith 
w hat they should have done. I  was unfortunate enough to dislocate my right ankle on 
the 1st May, which debarred me from any active exercise for over a month. I  had 
bought six ex tra  horses, and Inspector H arper la ter on bought eight more. The tra in  
kept on packing steadily under Insp. H arper’s direction, though they got less in num ber 
owing to deaths and sore backs. Inspector H arper and party  reached B ennett on 
21st September, and left there in four boats on the 23rd, and eventually I  believe 
reached Dawson on 10 th  October.

On the 6th September I  sent Inspector Strickland over to Dyea with Corporal 
K eenan and about 3,000 lbs. of freight. H e hired Indians and sent the freight forward. 
Corporal K eenan I  sent to help to build boats. On 12th September I  sent Mr. 
Strickland to Juneau  to get some money for me as I  could not get cheques cashed a t 
Skagway except a t exorbitant rates. H e returned on the 14 th  Septem ber and I  started  
him on the same day to Dyea w ith four men and over 6,500 lbs. of freight to go through 
Chilcoot Pass to Bennett. The greater part of this freight was provisions. I  intended 
part of it for Inspector H arper to take with him, bu t owing to all the bridges being 
washed away in the Pass by a volume of w ater th a t had broken loose from a glacier 
lake and swept down the Pass, and all his Indians deserting him, Inspector Strickland 
did not reach B ennett until the  day after Inspector H arper left there the 24th 
September. I  had instructed Inspector S trickland to take all the men th a t could be 
spared from boat building and proceed to Tagish House and commence to build bar
racks there.

Inspector Starnes and one man arrived on the 17th September. On 22nd Sep
tem ber I  went to Dyea and arranged w ith the postm aster there about sending the first 
combined mail over the Pass, and the next day sent Constable Fyffe over to take charge 
of the mail and take it  to Bennett. The Indians “ bucked ” as usual, and the mail had 
to be taken to Sheep Camp with horses, and from there by white packers. The am ount 
was 155 lbs. Canadian and 119 lbs. American m ail; to tal 274 lbs. W h at was left of 
the  pack tra in  returned from B ennett on the  evening of 25th September. N ineteen 
horses out of the thirty-four were dead and one missing, and several died or had to be 
killed later. The balance were totally unfit for work until they had a long rest.

I  had been expecting th a t the “ Q uadra” would arrive about the 25th, and i t  was not 
until the 1st October th a t I  learned th a t the boat would not be in for a week or so. By 
this time travel had pre tty  well ceased. Those who had got through were on the  lakes, 
and a num ber who realized th a t they could not get through had built shacks a t various
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points in  the Pass, mostly w ithin a few miles of B ennett, a good many retu rned  south 
by boat to their homes and a large number settled a t Skagway for the w inter. ired 
a few small outfits to freight over the Pass, bu t by this time I  was w ithout funds, and 
no packing can be done on credit. I  made arrangem ents w ith a couple of responsible 
men, subject to the approval of the Honourable the M inister, who was coming up on the 
Quadra, to pack freight across to Bennett, in monthly amounts as required. On 8th  Sep
tem ber the “ Q uadra” arrived with the Honourable the M inister of the In terior, M ajor 
W alsh, A dm inistrator of the Yukon, and his party, including Inspector Wood and ten 
men, and a number of dog drivers and Indians, in all thirty-nine. There was a 
quantity  of supplies on board which, with the exception of the forage, was sent 
over to Dyea Pass, and under Inspector ^Vood’s supervision was taken over the Chil- 
coot Pass to Lake Lindeman. The Honourable the M inister of the In te rio r and M ajor 
W alsh left on the 10th for Tagish by the Chilcoot Pass. I  sent Inspector Starnes to 
Bennett, by the W hite Pass, to meet the party  there and they returned by th a t Pass, 
reaching Skagway on the 19th. D uring Major W alsh’s absence, by his direction, Mr. 
McGregor bought a number of horses and oxen, and different outfits were started  
out with freight over the W hite Pass. On 20th October Inspector Starnes left via th e  
Chilcoot Pass to escort Mr. Justice McGuire and party  to Selkirk.

As I  had been in a very poor state of health for some m onths I  requested the Hon. 
the M inister to be good enough to relieve me from duty  a t Skagway and allow me to  
re tu rn  to Regina for treatm ent, which he was kind enough to do, and on the morning 
of the 21st October I  turned over everything to Inspector Wood and left on th e  
“ Quadra ” th a t afternoon.

I  have much pleasure in reporting th a t w ith one or two exceptions all the members 
of my command did their duty thoroughly and well. The men working on the pack 
tra in  did especially good work, and of the hardest nature, being wet through the greater 
pa rt of the time, as rain was almost continuous, w ith snow towards the summit. The 
boat party  also are much to be commended. They had a very hard trip  to B ennett, 
and then had to go quite a long way up the stream, fell the necessary trees and float 
the logs down to the lake, which m eant being in ice cold w ater up to the ir middle most 
of the day. Most of the lumber was sawed a t the mill, bu t they built eight large boats 
and one small one, and of a much better model and strength  than  usually built.

Skagway, during my residence there, had grown from a concourse of ten ts to a fair 
sized town, w ith well laid out streets and numerous frame buildings of all sorts and 
sizes, w ith stores carrying large stocks of necessaries and luxuries, very passable hotels, 
numerous saloons, gambling houses, dance houses, and a population of about 2.000, I  
should judge, and great preparations were being made for the expected influx in the 
spring. ThreeJarge wharfs were nearly completed and the initial work commenced 
on a waggon road through the Pass.

I  would beg to place on record the very courteous treatm ent I  received from the  
U nited  States Custom House Officers, and my relations w ith them were always of the 
pleasantest.

On the trip  south on the “ Quadra ” the Treadwell Mines on Douglas Island were 
visited, and are' well worth seeing. W e also w ent up the Taku In let, a most desolate 
looking spot, full of floating ice a t  the head, and a magnificient glacier. Wrange';, P o rt 
Simpson and M etlakathla were also visited, and Vancouver was reached on the evening 
of 1st November.

By direction of the hon. the M inister of the In te rio r I  remained a t  V ictoria and 
Vancouver for. some days, purchased a quantity  of supplies, and forwarded them  to 
Skagway, and returned to Regina, reaching there on the 13th November.

In  closing my report I  have only to say th a t when not away from R egina on 
inspection or other duties, my time was chiefly occupied in office work.

I  have the honour to be Sir,
Y our obedient servant,

J . H . M cIL L R E E ,
Assistant Commissioner N. W.M.P.
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APPENDIX B.

A N N U A L  R E P O R T  OF S U P E R IN T E N D E N T  S. G AG NO N, C O M M A N D IN G
“ F ” D IV IS IO N .

The Commissioner,
N orth-west M ounted Police, 

Regina.

P r i n c e  A l b e r t , 1st December, 1897.

S ir ,— I  have the honour to subm it the following, my report for the  year ended 
30th November, 1897.

I  took over command of “ F  ” Division on the 1st April from Inspector Routledge, 
Superintendent Moffat having left a few days before on sick leave.

The general sta te  of the district is, I  am happy to report, satisfactory ; no serious 
crimes have been recorded apart from a few cases of theft. Most of the difficulties 
amongst settlers arise from parties taking the  law in their own hands to recover property 
or collect from their creditors. In  many cases these difficulties have been settled 
amicably by the parties concerned.

The season has been very favourable for the agricultural community, and good 
crops both of cereals and roots have been stored away. The wheat, although of a good 
quality, has in some places been slightly discoloured by heavy rains during the harvest 
season.

The gold fever has taken a hold on the people of th is d is tric t and several intend 
leaving in the spring for the Y ukon D istrict, by way of Green Lake, Moberly and 
A thabaska River. The impression here is th a t th is way is preferable to the Edm onton 
one by water, as it  avoids the G rand Rapids of the A thabasca River, which are con
sidered dangerous.

The portages to be made on this route are few and offer no great difficulties to 
overcome.

A bout the middle of October an outbreak of d iphtheria occurred a t Saskatoon, the 
disease being brought to  th a t place by a sick child from D undurn. Both Saskatoon and 
D undurn were visited by the epidemic. A t the outbreak the  police took action to 
isolate the parties affected and quarantine the ir houses ; soon after the ir hands were 
strengthened by a health board and officer being appointed. There were only two 
fatalities, both children. By the middle of November the epidemic was over.

G landers amongst horses has been prevalent in this d is tric t for some years past; i t  
was brought by horses purchased from parties working on the construction of the 
N orthern  Pacific Railway, also by horses purchased from Mr. O xarart, a rancher of 
Cypress Hills. M any horses have been destroyed, actinomycosis, an th rax  and a few 
cases of tuberculosis amongst cattle  have been attended to by Staff-Sergeant M ountfort. 
This non-commissioned officer’s report is attached.

Although few serious crimes have been committed during the year, the a ttem pted  
arrest of “ A lm ighty Voice ” resulted in the loss of one non-commissioned officer and 
one constable, both of whom were held in g reat esteem in the division, and a civilian, 
Mr. Grundy, beside the wounded. D uring the  whole of last w inter patrols had been 
kept up in search of this outlaw. This duty  was arduous on account of very severe 
weather, and tested the endurance of both men and horses. The outlaw, however, kept 
in good hiding, and i t  was only in May last th a t he was seen and surrounded in  a bluff 
a t M innichinas Hills. W h at occurred on this occasion was fully reported a t th e  tim e. 
I t  is the opinion of many th a t if “ A lm ighty V oice” had succeeded in getting  away 
from the police a t M innichinas H ill several parties whom th e  outlaw had threatened 
to  dispose of would have been murdered ; also th a t he would have reeeived support
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from the Indians, and possibly enlisted several to join him in his fight against the 
white man.

CRIME.

A ttached is a  statem ent of crimes committed in the district. 
The following is a  summary of cases tried  :

Crime.

T h eft............................................................................................
Prairie fire ordinance...............................................- ..............
D runk and d iso rderly .............................................................
Supplying liquor to In d ian s ....................... .......................
A ssau lt........................................................................................
C attle and horse stealing........................................................
V ag ran cy ...................................................................................
M iscellaneous..................  ....................................................

No. Convictions.

13 7
9 7
2 1
} 1
5 3
5 0
1 1

12 6

Total 48 26

W e have had during the year ten prisoners in the guard-room, one of whom was a 
female.

INDIANS.

The Indians in the d istrict have given no trouble ; the  only case in which the 
Ind ian  D epartm ent demanded assistance was to prevent a sun dance a t  the little  Red 
River. A  certain number of Indians belonging to different bands had collected a t  th a t 
place w ith the object of giving such a dance, and the ir feast was already prepared ; bu t 
they  gave up the dance submissively as soon as they were warned by the police th a t 
any one taking part in it  would be arrested.

The Indian  D epartm ent has been supplied w ith escorts for transporting  the 
annu ity  money, and assisted in making the trea ty  payments.

S
PRAIRIE FIRES.

These were very numerous during the last spring and were in most cases set out 
by settlers to clear the prairie of the old grass, many settlers contending th a t they had 
a right to set fire during the month of April, and th a t they were so advised by Justices 
■of the Peace in different parts of the district. Both men and horses were severely tried  
during the month of A pril and part of May, being out n igh t and day to tu rn  out settlers 
and fight these fires. A few examples made and the tenor of the O rdinance being fully 
explained to the settlers has had a good effect. This auturpn only one prairie fire was 
reported south of Duck Lake, and it  was soon got under control. I t  was supposed 
to have been started  by parties travelling between Duck Lake and R osthern  ; the 
■defaulter, however, could not be found.

PATROLS AND OUTPOSTS.

The district has been patrolled as much as our lim ited strength  could allow. The 
■outposts of Duck Lake, Batoche, Saskatoon, Snake Plains and K inistino  have visited 
the different settlements in their respective districts, and patrols were sent from Prince 
A lbert whenever men could be spared for the work. Inspector W ilson made a special 
patro l to Green Lake ; his report was duly forwarded.
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DISCIPLINE AND CONDUCT.

Discipline has been stric tly  m aintained and the conduct of the men has been fairly 
good tak ing  into consideration th a t many of the best have been called out of the 
division for duty  in the Yukon D istrict. The to tal num ber of entries in the defaulter’s
book to  the  30th December, 1897, is as follows : »

U nder the influence of liquour................................................................ 8
Breaches of discipline..................................................................................  11
M inor offences...............................................................................................  13

T otal.............................................................................  32
The to tal am ount of fines inflicted was $104.50.

DRILL AND TARGET PRACTICE.

Setting up drill was performed during the last spring apart from which there has 
been no opportunity  to get men together for th a t purpose.

The annual ta rge t practice was gone through, b u t w ith very poor result, due to 
their men having to use old Dominion ammunition, which is not very reliable. D uring 
the summer the Division Rifle Club competed in the Canadian Rifle League and took 
1st place in second series, second section. A  magnificent steel engraving was received 
from the league as a prize, Reg. No. 568, Constable St. Denis, O., made the highest 
individual score of the whole league. Four 1st class m arksm an’s certificates and four 
2nd class were secured, besides two special aggregate badges. The club also held its 
annual meeting, a t which good prizes in money and kind were distributed.

PHYSIQUE AND HEALTH.

The physique of the men of this Division remains good, although the  strongest 
men have been taken away, the average, age, height, &c , being :—

A ge............................................................................................  31 years.
H e ig h t.............................................................................................  5-9 feet.
Chest m easu rem en t.................................................   38 inches.
W e ig h t ...............................................................................  161 lbs.

DISCHARGES AND TRANSFERS.

The following changes have occurred in the strength  of the Division during the
year :—

Strength  of Division on 30th November, 1896.............................  59
Gain : Transferred S uperin tenden t....................................................  1

“ and joined Non-Com. Officers and Constables 9
Joined : Special C o n stab les .............................  ....................... 3*

T o ta l........................   72
Loss : Transferred S u p e rin te n d e n t....................................................  1

“ I n s p e c to r ................................................................ 1
“ Non-Com. Officers and C onstables.....................  17

Discharged time expired ...........................   1
“ by purchase : Non-Com. O fficers....................... 2

Died : Non-Com. Officer and C onstable................................ 2
Discharged : Special C o n stab les .............................................  4

Total strength  on 30th November, 1897....................  44
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D i s t r i b u t i o n  state  of the Division on the 30th November, 1897.

Prince Albert. 
Duck Lake . .
B a toch e..........
Saskatow n.. . .  
Snake Plains . 
Kinistino . . . .  
On leave..........
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1896.
5 horses cast and sold.

RATIONS AND FORAGE.

The rations supplied were of good quality. The oats supplied by the contractors, 
the H udson’s Bay Co., were good ; their contract will extend to A pril or May next. 
The hay supplied has been of good quality and will last un til the end of nex t January .

KIT AND CLOTHING.

The k it and clothing supplied were of good quality. The riding-boots have not in 
some cases been very good, and i t  was difficult to  get the proper sizes to fit the  men.

h o r s e s . ,

The horses, w ith the exception of four now in the sick stable, are in good condition 
and fit for the work required of them. F ifteen horses have been cast and sold lately, 
and two died during the year. The following changes occurred in  the  strength  of the
horses during the year :—

Strength, 30-11-96........................................................................ 57
Gain t r a n s fe r re d ..........................................................................  5 62
Loss.................................................................................................
D ie d ..............    2
Cast and s o ld .................................................................................  9
Killed for dog feed........................................................................  1 12

Strength, 30-11-97........................................................................  50
Five horses cast and sold, are not yet struck off the roll, ten  horses have been sent 

on herd for the winter, and so far are doing well ; the  veterinary surgeon visits this herd 
once a week. The to tal num ber of miles travelled by horses of the division during the 
year was 126,816 miles.

SADDLERY AND HARNESS.

The saddlery and harness are in  good repair j a few single cincha saddles m ight be 
exchanged for double cinchas.
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W e have in the division the following harness and saddles :—
Seta

C art harness...............................................................................................  11
L ead ..............................................................................................................  1
Single............................................................................................................. 5
W heel heavy .............................................................................................  11

do light................................................................................................  4
Dog tra in  (4 dogs)....................................................................................  1
Saddles, double c in c h a ..................................................    7

do single do ............................................................................. 54

TRANSPORT.

The transport is in good repair, w ith the exception of one platform  spring wagon 
requiring new hind wheels and axle. A requisition was sent for the material.

Heavy wagons taken over last spring have stood the tes t of the summer’s work. The 
transport of the division consists of the following vehicles :—

Buckboards, double...................................................................................... 5
do single....................................................................................... 2

Cart, slop................   1
W agons, lum ber............................................................................................ 9

do half sp ring ...................................................................................  3
do platform spring........................................................................... 4

Sleighs, heavy.................................   7
do l i g h t ...........................    4

C utter, sing le ...............................................................................................  2
do double............................................................................................... 1

J  umpers..........................................................................................................  9
Dog carrio l....................................................................................................  1

ARMS AND ACCOUTREMENTS.

The W inchester carbines in charge, with the exception of a few which have been 
fitted w ith new barrels, are much the worse for wear, the barrels are more or less 
honeycombed.

The Enfield is a good enough revolver, b u t as previously reported, not fitted for 
police work on account of its w eight and the difficulty of making good shooting w ith it.

The accoutrements are all in good order.

INSPECTIONS.

The post was visited by A ssistant Commissioner M clllree, in M ay last.
The outposts were visited by myself and the different inspectors sent for duty  here 

during the year.

BARRACKS REPAINTED.

The barracks have been painted during the summer w ith new regulation pain t for 
police buildings. This work has improved very much the appearance of the  post.

FIRE PROTECTION.

The hand fire engine in use a t this post is in good working order, and the 500 feet 
of hose in use is good enough for some tim e yet, b u t will soon have to  be replaced.
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There are also fire pails kept full of water in all the buildings where fires are kept, and a 
number of Babcocks in the guard room and Q.M. stores.

WATER SUPPLY.

There is a good sized tank under the pump house, which is kept full all the  time, 
and is about all the w ater supply there is in th is post in  case of fires.

The two wells, especially in the w inter time, will supply only enough w ater to. 
w ater the horses and keep the fire tank full.

A n attem pt was made last year to dig a new well, b u t the contractor failed on 
account of the sand giving way and preventing his cribbing going down. I  believe a 
good well could be made and plenty of w ater supplied by building a plank cribbing 
from the top down.

TELEPHONES.

Both a t Prince A lbert and between Duck Lake and Batoche the telephones a re  
working well.

CANTEEN.

The canteen is in a flourishing condition, and can afford to promote the am usem ent 
of the men by giving prizes and grants for rifle shooting, cricket matches, billiard 
tournaments, quadrille flub, etc.

LIBRARY.

The post is very much in need of a library ; very few books are on hand. They 
have been here so long th a t every one has read them. W e are well supplied w ith 
magazines, illustrated and other newspapers from the D epartm ent, and the canteen sup
plies a few periodicals.

General.

GAME.

Prairie chickens have been very plentiful this year, especially in the K inistino 
D istrict. Geese have also kept coming in  good numbers about th e  stubble fields.

Large game is also to be found not very far from the settlements.
Arrangem ents have been made to continue, for exportation, the fishing of lake 

trou t in the lakes north of Prince A lbert.

OCCURRENCES AND ACCIDENTS.

In  January  last a Mr. C. Tachet, of Boucher, was frozen to death  w ithin a short 
distance from his home, during a very bad storm. H e was returning from the  post 
office, a distance of six or seven miles.

A ll the settlers who were assisted w ith food last year are well provided for this 
year. Only a couple of sick half-breeds will require assistance.

A ll the new settlements in the district are going ahead, b u t R osthern is making 
great strides towards development. There is a German settlem ent about twelve miles 
south of Duck Lake.

A  large quantity  of cattle have been shipped during the autum n from Saskatoon, 
Dundurn, Duck Lake, McDowell and Prince A lbert.

D uring the last month a car load of frozen beef was shipped from Duck Lake as an. 
experiment.
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W heat has also been shipped from R osthern by the car load.
Inclosed please find the medical reports of Drs. H . M. Bain and A. B. S tew art 

for the year, reports of V eterinary Staff Sergeant M ountford on horses of the division, 
and on his work in connection w ith the A nim al Infectious Diseases A ct. Also map of 
the d istric t and re tu rn  of cases tried.

I  have the honour to be, sir,
Your obedient servant,

SEV . GAGNON,
Superintendent.

15—3
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APPENDIX C.

A N N U A L  R EPO R T  OF S U P E R IN T E N D E N T  S. B. ST EE L E , C O M M A N D IN G
“ D ” D IV ISIO N .

D i s t r i c t  O f f i c e ,
M a c l e o d , N.W .T., 30th November, 1897.

The Commissioner
North-west Mounted Police,

Regina.

S i r ,— I  have the honour to subm it the following as my report for the year ended 
30th November, 1897.

I  also inclose the reports in original, from A ssistant Surgeon H au lta in  and A s
sistant V eterinary Surgeon W roughton, the estim ates for the coming season, and 
corrected map of the district. (N ot printed.)

The season which is now drawing to a close, may, I  think, by comparison, w ith th a t 
which preceded it, be considered good.

Last year I  recorded the murder of Sergeant W ilde, and the pursuit and capture of 
his murderer, “ Charcoal ; ” this year I  record the trial, conviction, and execution of the 
criminal.

The multifarious duties required of the command have been faithfully  performed, 
notw ithstanding the fact, th a t owing to the reduced strength  and the additional duty  
required in connection w ith the construction of the Crow’s N est Pass Railway, our 
supervision over which extends into British. Columbia, all ranks have been greatly over
worked, bu t by your consideration, we were not required to go through the usual 
course of target practice.

I  have aided all departm ents of the Government whenever our services have been 
required, and have been assisted in every way by the resident officers of other de
partments.

You will notice from the inclosed returns th a t a large num ber of settlers have come 
in during the season. The statem ent only applies to bona fide settlers, and not to men 
who came up from the east to work on the railway.

Many of these settlers have gone north, bu t others have located in  the vicinity of 
the “ Mormon ” settlem ent of Cardston, which is situated  on Lees Creek, and which 
continues to increase in numbers and prosperity.

The command responded liberally to calls for assistance tow ard the “ Ind ian  
Famine Relief F u n d ” and toward the subscription for the “ Jubilee C ontingent.”

The telephone line between the barracks here and Lethbridge was handed over by 
your order to the Canadian Pacific Railway Co., to be used by them as a telegraph line.

D uring the season the following names have been subm itted for appointm ent as 
“ Justices of the Peace ” : J . Geddes, Jam es Bruneau, J . F. Ross, J .  W. H. S. Kemmis,
A. W. Fish, T. A. W roughton.

W hile writing on the subject of “ Justices of the Peace,” I  may say th a t the 
civilians, who hold the appointments in MacLeod, do not always care to act, b u t refer 
to the police officers, if they can possibly do so ; their grievance being th a t the lawyers 
take exception to every little  technicality and are supported by “ The C ourt.”

I  also subm itted the following names for appointm ents as “ Fire G uardians r’ :— 
Jam es Bruneau, R ichard Enderby, John  W est, E rnest Hagel, Seth Thomas, F rank  
Levitt, Jam es Cook, John Furm an, A lbert Lingerest, Vernon Shaw, Thomas Brown, 
Owen King, Elias Adams, W illiam Neil, W illiam K irkaldy, Fred Freem an, Clifford 
Clarke, John  Smith, A. W. Fish, Benjamin Macdonald, David W arnoek, F. W . B. 
George, C. W. E. Gardiner, F. J . Maxfield, Joseph Jonas, George Reid,’ A lexander
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Reid, A. H all, Chas. Sharpies, H arvey Bruce, W illiam Quail, A. J .  W hitney, R ichard 
Urch, J \ D. Norrish, J . Meir, Colin Genge, T. H . Steadman, G. Newman, E. Laithorn, 
J .  Smith.

U nder the Ordinance of the North-west Territories for 1896, the appointm ent of the 
members of the N orth-west M ounted Police as “ Inspectors of Hides ” was cancelled, 
and the result has been dissatisfaction on the pa rt of the ranchers. U nder the former 
ordinance, our men had inspected hides regularly when going their rounds on patrol, 
and the duty  was performed w ithout additional expense to the  country ; with th a t system 
which was effective, cattle  killing and cattle stealing were reduced to a minimum, bu t 
under the ordinance as i t  stands these crimes I  fear will increase. The members of the 
Stock Association are evidently of my opinion on this subject, and in A pril last expressed 
the ir wish th a t we should act as heretofore ; I  replied th a t we were ready to do so as 
soon as we were appointed by his H onour the L ieutenant Governor, as “H ide Inspectors.” 
A  cause for complaint, is the  fact th a t one of the “ H ide Inspectors ” had obtained a 
sub-contract for the supply of beef required on the line of construction.

In  February  the question was raised as to the advisability of establishing a “ R eserve” 
consisting of ex-members of the N orth-w est M ounted Police Force. I t  is true th a t the 
district is largely settled by ex-policemen, and an exceedingly fine lot of men they are, 
bu t the question appeared to me to be impracticable, because, there would be no source 
from which to draw to fill the vacancies which would occur in the reserve from time to 
time, should one be formed. The ex-members of the force who are now residing here, 
are heads of families, middle aged men, and when they settled in the d istric t they had 
the opportunity to take up the choicest portion of the country, and no other portion of 
the west had been opened up ; bu t a t the present time I  may safely say th a t of the 
number who now take their discharge here, not tw enty per cent rem ain in the N orth 
west and become bona fide settlers, this is of course owing to the fact th a t B ritish 
Columbia and the K londike have been opened up and there are greater inducem ents 
for the men to go there.

The town of Macleod is very quiet and orderly, the bars are closed strictly  on time ; 
there is no gambling and very little  drunkenness.

D uring J  une the rivers in the district were unusually high, b u t fortunately there 
were no floods to do any serious damage, except on the Peigan Ind ian  Reserve, where 
the slaughter house was washed away.

During the year two schools have been opened in the districts, one a t “ Colles ” and 
one a t “ Cardston ” and a post office has been established a t Stand-Off a t “ Pace’s.”

ACCIDENTS.

U nder this heading I  include “ accidental deaths,”" fires ” and accidents resulting 
in bodily injury. Several accidental fires have taken place during the year, caused for 
the most pa rt by the carelessness of the persons concerned.

On the eighth of January  it  was reported to Sergt. Bertles, who was in charge of 
P incher Creek detachm ent, th a t a man named Robinson, who resided a t th a t place, was 
missing ; a search party  was sent out and found the body near the N orth  Fork, about 
three miles from Gillingham’s mill. The coroner was notified, and so were the relatives 
of the deceased. The cause of death was said to be alcoholism. The coroner’s jury  returned 
a verdict of death from cold and exposure, while lost on the prairie.”

A  child aged 2^ years, the daughter of a farm er a t M ountain View, named Gould, 
fell into Fish Creek, during April, and was drowned, before assistance could reach 
her. The coroner was notified, bu t said an inquest was not necessary.

A  fire occurred a t the ranch of one Howe, situated three miles east of Macleod, on 
22nd May. The outbuildings were destroyed.

U nder this heading I  may include an accident to Regt. No. 2,407, constable Grabill 
on 25th May, while he was travelling on duty, between MacLeod and P incher Creek. 
H e was thrown from the wagon, one wheel passing over his chest, breaking tw o ribs 
he was conveyed to P incher Creek for medical treatm ent, and when sufficiently recovered 
brought into Macleod and taken into hospital. H e ultim ately recovered and the surgeon 
reports th a t no perm anent damage will result.

15—3$
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During “ high w ater ” on 19th June, a rancher named Mackenzie was drowned whilst 
fording Willow Creek. The remains were recovered in Willow Creek, below Meadow 
Creek, on 22nd July. The body was in an advanced state of decomposition, and was 
brought into town by Messrs. A. B. Macdonald, and Chas. Sharpies. The coroner did 
not think any inquest necessary, and the remains were therefore interred in the  Protes
tan t cemetery, the Rev. Mr. Jaffray officiating. The remains were identified by the 
gold fillings in the teeth, the clothing, and a brand book found in the  coat pocket.

A  sad accident took place on 22nd June, when the stage travelling between P incher 
Creek and Macleod, upset. Mr. A lexander McLennan one of the passengers sustained 
such injuries th a t he died from the effects on 1st July.

On 5th August, Mr. Sharpies of the W inder Ranch, while a ttem pting to ford the 
Kootenay River, nearly drowned two horses and lost his wagon and the contents ; the 
accident was caused by one of the horses baulking and jum ping over the back of its 
mate. Reg. No. 2866, Corpl. W. Beyts, was specially mentioned for the pluck he 
displayed in assisting Mr. Sharpies.

On 14th September, Inspector Davidson’s team ran away while he was driving 
between MacLeod and Stand-off, en route to Cardston ; he was throw n from the buck- 
board and sustained severe injuries to his head and face ; he is still under medical 
treatm ent.

On the 20th September, the child of one Hanson, who resides a t Cardston was 
burn t so seriously, th a t death took place almost immediately. The child had, during 
the absence of its parents, started  a bonfire, and set fire to its clothing ; the coroner 
was notified and said an inquest would not be necessary, the remains were thereupon 
interred a t once. ' \

On 3rd October fire broke out on Paisley’s ranch in  the Porcupinp Hills, the 
house was d S troyed.

On the 4th October a fire broke out in Pearson’s livery stable in town, the building 
was destroyed and three horses bu rn t to death. The cause of the fire is not positively 
known, bu t it  is thought i t  was caused by a young child of Pearson’s who had been 
playing in the corral, as it  started there in the hay ; the men of “ D ” Division turned 
out but could do little  or nothing, in consequence of there being no w ater supply ; they, 
however, assisted in moving the furniture from the neighbouring houses to a place of 
safety.

On 12th October, during the absence from home of Mr. and Mrs. Reid, rancher of 
the Porcupine Hills, one of their children, while playing with a shot gun, discharged it, 
causing the instan t death of another child ; another case of “ d idn’t  know it  was loaded.” 
Dr. Meade, the coroner was notified, and held an inquest, the  ju ry  returning a  verdict 
of accidental death.

On 13th October the C. à  E. tra in  ran into a bunch of cattle  near Mosquito Creek, 
killing 13 head and injuring two head so seriously th a t they also had to be killed.

A t 9.10 p.m. on Friday, 19th November, about ten  miles north of Macleod, “ No.
1 Special ” on the C. & E. line, got stuck on an up grade, and the conductor caused half 
of the tra in  to be uncoupled and left there, while he brought the rem ainder into 
Macleod ; he left the rear half under signals of distress, in charge of the brakem an ■ 
these signals, however, were not observed by a “ Special, ” also bound for Macleod,' 
and which collided with the cars th a t had been left ; this resulted in the in jury  of two 
men, both of whom were taken back to Medicine H at. On my being informed th a t one 
of them had died en route, I  wired to you suggesting th a t an inquest should be held, 
and upon receipt of your answer, instructed the police who had charge of the  body to 
notify the coroner.

A  second accident occurred on this line on Saturday, 20th October, a t  5.30 a.m. 
The bridge over the “ Old M an’s ” R iver gave way while a tra in  o f  em pty cars was being 
taken over ; five cars were thrown in to  the river, and the brakem an, named H illie r was 
drowned. Search has been made, b u t up to the time of w riting the  body has no t been 
recovered.
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ASSISTANCE TO OTHER DEPARTMENTS.

D uring the past season, as heretofore, every assistance has been rendered to other 
departm ents.

T ransport was placed a t the disposal of the ir representatives whenever it  was 
required.

The trea ty  money of the Bloods and Peigans arrived on the 15th November and 
was, as usual, sent under escort to the agencies.

The Blood payments started  on 18th and finished on 20th November, every th ing 
passing off quietly.

The Peigan payments, under the supervision of Mr. W adsw orth, the Inspector of 
Indian  Agencies, began on 22nd and finished on 27th November.

ARMS, ACCOUTREMENTS, ARTILLERY AND AMMUNITION.

The arms of the division are inspected a t least once a week, and any th a t require 
the services of an arm ourer are sent to Regina for the purpose.

The division is well supplied w ith cartridge belts, holsters, bandoliers and carbine 
buckets.

D uring the summer our Maxim gun was transferred to the Yukon D istrict, the 
carriage is here.

Our artillery branch consists of two 9-pounders M .L.R. guns, and two bronze mor
tars, which are in serviceable condition. Perm anent gun detachm ents have been 
detailed, and in order to avoid constant change the men have been taken from the staff.

The ammunition is in charge of Reg. No. 2914 Constable Smith, who occupies 
the position» of d istric t gunner.

The Lee-Metford carbines give satisfaction, and our Enfield revolvers are in good 
order.

BARRACK BUILDINGS.

As usual all the  barrack furniture has been made by our own artisans, and the 
repairs also done by them.

A t d istric t headquarters the following work has been performed in addition to the 
ordinary repairs : —

H ay scales — new flooring and sills.
L atrine—New pattern.
Zinc chimneys removed and replaced by brick.
Officers mess—painted inside.
Quarters occupied by Inspector Sanders, refloored and repapered.
Coal shed repaired and whitewashed.
Roof of log stable and west of “ K  ” block painted.
A t the detachm ents the following work has been done :—
Storehouse a t Stand-Off.
Q uarters used as sergeants’ quarters and court-room a t Pincher Creek ceiled and 

repaired.
The zinc chimneys a t the following detachm ents have been removed and replaced 

by brick :— H erd Camp, Stand-Off, St. M ary’s, Big Bend, K ipp and P incher Creek.
Icehouse has been built a t K ipp and flooring repaired.
Fencing a t Stand-Off, K ipp and Boundary Creek has been repaired.
Kootenai detachm ent ceiled and roof repaired.
Crow’s N est.— Men’s quarters and stables completed. O ther buildings nearly com

pleted.

THE CANTEEN.

The canteen has during the past year given satisfaction, and was until the  3rd Nov
ember under the management of Insp. Sanders, since then i t  has been under the
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management of Insp. Casey, who took charge, when Insp. Sanders left for duty  on th e
Crow’s N est Pass Railway line of construction. ,

The “ g ra n ts” to various funds during the year from profits on sales amounted to
$1 224.47.

The canteen is a great benefit to the command, as men are enabled to purchase 
groceries and household supplies a t from one-third to one-half less than  they would be
charged by local dealers. , , .

A  full stock of groceries, pipes, tobaccos, candy, soap, gloves, overalls, hats, and in 
short, of everything the command can require in the shape of supplies is kept constantly 
on hand. The average value of the stock is $2,000.

CLOTHING AND KIT.

The quality generally has been good. I  regret to say, however, th a t the supply has 
not been up to the demand.

CRIME.

I  inclose a return  of the cases brought before the m agistrates during the year, 
which shows a total of 334 against 161 for the last year.

The increase is owing to the trouble on the Crow’s N est Pass Railway line of con
struction between contractors and their employees for non-payment of wages, and breach 
of contract.

The most im portant case to be recorded under this heading is th a t of the Ind ian  
“ C harcoal” whose tria l for the murder of Sergeant W ylde was completed a t m idnight 
on 19th January. A  verdict of “ g u ilty ” was returned and on the morning of 21st 
January  the Hon. Mr. Justice Scott passed the sentence of death, to  take effect on 16th 
March. The execution took place in Barracks a t 7 o’clock in the morning ; the scaffold 
was erected in the horse corral, the witnesses to the execution being the sheriff, priest, 
police escort, the orderly officer, physicians, press representatives, “ Crow Eagle ” the 
head of the “ Peigans ” and one “ Blood ” Indian. Sentries were placed about the place 
of execution and no unauthorized person was perm itted to come w ithin fifty yards of 
the inclosure. The scaffold was completely inclosed and had a drop of 6 feet ; the  
prisoner was driven over from the guard room to the place of execution, about 300 
yards. Life was pronounced extinct by the physicians eleven m inutes a lte r  the trap  
had opened. The remains were placed in a coffin, and the cororny's inquest held, which 
returned the usual vèrdict. The arrangements were perfect and the  execution was 
carried out w ithout a hitch. The prisoner did not make a  speech, b u t conducted himself 
quietly. In  accordance w ith an order from his H onour the Lieutenant-G overnor of th e  
N orth west Territories, the remains were handed over to the relatives of the deceased 
for burial. The Rev. F ather (now Bishop) Legal the Roman Catholic missionary on 
the “ Blood ” Indian Reservation was a faithful a ttendan t on the condemned, and every 
facility had been given to the priest to adm inister the sacram ent and other religious 
rites.

A  squaw named “ Eagle Moccasins ” who was undergoing a sentence of th irty  days 
imprisonment for being drunk, developed erysipelas, and in consequence I  was obliged 
to send her to the Indian  hospital on the Blood Reservation for treatm ent, where she 
remained until her sentence had expired.

During May the American authorities notified me th a t two men named Tom 
Lumsden and H enry Lauder were wanted on a charge of stealing cattle. .These men 
did not visit this district.

In  June  Special Constable H aslett was, during a drunken brawl, wounded in the 
arm by a woman named Sutherland. The woman was charged before the m agistrates 
and committed for trial, b u t was “ dismissed ” when the case came up for trial.

John  Andrew R ayburn alias John  Zimm, was wanted by the police a t L ethbridge 
for forgery. H e was arrested here and sent there.

I  was informed th a t a man named Squires, of W olf Creek, M ontana, was approach
in g  the boundary line with a band of cattle  w ith the intention of “ running them in ,”
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and caused the patrols to look out. He, however, made no attem pt to do so b u t reported 
in the usual way to the colleetor of H er M ajesty’s customs a t St. M ary’s.

Search was made for two men named Ray and Roberts, for whom a reward of 
$2,500 was offered by the sheriff of Miles County, M ontana, on a charge of having 
robbed the B utte City Bank on 28th June. They evidently did not visit here.

The most serious crime th a t has occurred in the Macleod D istrict during the past 
season is th a t of “ attem pted m u rd er” on the pa rt of an  employee on the  Crow’s N est 
Pass Railway line of construction named V ictor Lonholdt, committed on a fellow work
man named Thomas Lyons, and which took place on 7th October. The man Lonholdt 
was a t once arrested and committed for trial. H e was tried a t P incher Creek on 18th 
November, by Hon. Mr. Justice  Rouleau, and sentenced to three years in jail a t 
Regina. H e left for th a t place via Lethbridge on 24th November, Staff Sergeant 
M artin  and Constable Nicholson being the escort. The victim Lyons recovered from 
his wounds.

I t  was reported th a t cigars and cigarettes had been offered for sale a t the Crow’s 
N est Lake, by storekeepers, which did no t bear the Canadian governm ent stamp. The 
m atter was reported to the Collectors of In land  Revenue a t Calgary and Macleod.

D uring May, a t the request of Superintendent Cotton, two bay geldings, branded
B.O. on the left shoulder, were seized a t Lee’s Creek from a man named W atts, of 
Lacombe, who was charged with having taken them from the prairie w ithout the  
owner’s authority. They were claimed by Skelton, of Battleford, who says he purchased 
them from Sam Derenzie. W atts on the other hand claimed th a t he purchased them 
from Barbeau of Pincher Creek. The horses were held for some time pending the  
arrival of a representative of Skelton’s to prosecute, b u t as he did not take any 
action they were delivered to W atts on the advice of the Crown prosecutor.
S c h e d u l e  of Cases Tried a t MacLeod from 1st December, 1896, to 30th November, 1897.

Offence. White. Indians. T o ta l.

Assault ................................................................................
Attem pting to obtain money under false pretences
Arson ...........................................................................
Aiding and abetting fugitives from justice ............
Blasphemous and profane language.............................
Burglary................................................................................
Cattle s tea lin g ....................................................................
Cruelty to anim als.............................................................
Conspiracy............................................................................
Drunk, causing a disturbance by b e in g ....................
Desertion of employment ............................................
Disturbance, creating a (other than drunk)..............
Fraudulently converting horse to his own u s e ........
Fire Ordinance, offences against...................................
Fire arms, offenceB in regard to ....................................
Forgery..................................................................................
Uambling laws, offences against...................................
Horse stealing...................................................................
House breaking..................................................................
Indian Act, offences against (other than drunk) . . .
Keepers and inmates of houses of ill-fatne ..............
Liquor License Ordinance, offences against..............
M urder..................................................................................
Murder attem pted.............................................................
Money, attempting to extort.........................................
Miscellaneous.......................................................................
Non-payment of wages.....................................................
Perjury..................................................................................
R ape.......................................................................................
Theft and larceny ............................................................
Refusing to work................................................................
Unlawful branding...........................................................
V agrancy..............................................................................

11
2
1

'4
1
2
1
2

78
53
14 
1 
3 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1

15 
27
6

1
1

13
20

1
13
4

2

282

3

1

33

14
2
1
1
4
1
2
1
2

111
53
14
l
3o

1
7

1

3 

2 

T

1
1
1
2

22
27

6
l
1
1

13 
20 *

3 
1

15
4 
1o

52Total 334
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CONSTRUCTION.— CROW’S NEST PASS RAILWAY.

The tenders for the construction of the first 50 miles of this line were opened on 
on 13th Ju ly  and those for the 'second 50 miles during the following week.

I t  is estimated th a t about 5,000 men, and 1,000 teams were employed.
A fter consultation with Mr. Haney the Superintendent of Construction, i t  was 

arranged th a t during the summer our men should have a perm anent camp a t each side 
of the point where the bulk of the work was to be performed, and patrol each way from 
there. Mr. Haney also arranged th a t the contractors should feed our men, and thus 
relieve them of the duties connected with cooking ; i t  was also arranged th a t all other 
patrols, th a t is to say, those not actually detailed for construction line duty, would, 
when travelling near the line, call in a t the camps to ascertain w hether there were any 
complaints.

As soon as the contracts were let, the contractors rapidly moved the ir men and 
m aterial into the country, the average rate of wages a t first did not exceed $1.00 per 
day and board ; some contractors did not pay so much.

Mr. Haney also promised to give notice to the police, before “ Pay day, so as to 
enable us to provide for the better protection of the town and villages a t th a t time.

Owing to the additional work I  have been called upon to perform, in connection 
w ith this line, I  was obliged to reduce the strength of the Southern D etachm ents and 
place them along the line of construction.

The C. P. Railway Company also arranged to erect quarters for ou rjn en  while they 
are on duty in British Columbia, as was done when the main line was being built.

There appears to have been great dissatisfaction amongst the labourers in the con
tractors camps. Some men according to their story, were engaged in the E ast to cut 
tim ber and do bush work, bu t on their arrival in the North-west, they were p u t to work 
on the dump to work with a “ scraper,” this work they found too heavy for them  and com
plain th a t i t  was not w hat they agreed to do. The consequence was dissatisfaction 
amongst the labourers and foremen, and in many cases refusal to work.

I t  is expected th a t during the w inter months, the greatest portion of the men will 
be employed between the summit and Moyie Lake.

D uring November some twenty-three witnesses were here a ttending court. W hilst 
a complaint made by them against the C. P. Ry. Company, which was sustained by the 
magistrates, was being appealed, these witnesses were absolutely destitu te  and would 
have starved had not I  given them shelter and food. A large r  umber of destitu te  men 
are being supported by the town council, and when these witne&ses arrived, I  had to 
assist them because the town resources were exhausted. Mr. H aney, the Superinten
dent of Construction, however, will reimburse the governm ent for any expense incurred.

The trouble on the line of construction between the contractors and the labourers, 
which was caused principally by the agents in the East, who made promises to the men 
which they had no right to do, is now I  tru s t over, and everything has been amicably 
settled. The culmination being, th a t I  personally met the men and after conversation 
with Mr. Haney, arranged th a t those who desired to go to work should be given employ
m ent and paid a t the rate of $20.00 to $25.00 per month ; while those who did not wish 
to go to work were given a free pass to their homes and $5.00 for food en route.

M ith regard to the men who claim th a t they are physically unable to do the work 
required of them, the Canadian Pacific Railway authorities have informed me th a t they 
will give such men free transportation back to the point a t which they were engaged, 
provided th a t they produce a certificate from a doctor to the effect th a t they are 
physically unfit to do the work.

The three police posts arranged for in B ritish Columbia are a t :__
1st. H eadquarters Camp on the railway 30 miles west of the summit. The build

ing will be 2 0 'x 24', and will contain two cells. There is good w ater and stabling  for 
six horses.

2nd. A t Elk R iver Springs, 30 miles fu rther west than  the former, the  quarters 
and stabling will be the same as No. 1 Camp, and board in the E ngineer’s Camp 
clese by. °
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3rd. A t W ardner the quarters will be erected by the C. P. R. Co., w ithin the town 
limits.

DRILL.

D uring the spring the command was put through a regular course of spring drill, 
and the usual weekly parades were held, bu t owing to the pressure of work and the 
greatly reduced strength, I, writh  your approval, did not pu t the command through the 
usual course of ta rge t practice.

FIR E  PROTECTION.

The orders for the guidance of the barrack fire brigade are placed in the barrack- 
rooms where the men can refer to them a t any time.

Fire drill takes place as often as posible, and I  thus satisfy myself th a t the men 
know their posts and duties. The brigade has been during the past under the com
mand of Inspector H. S. Casey.

FORAGE.

The undermentioned contracts have been let for the supply of hay required for the

Macleod, A. Rouleau...............................................................................  95
Macleod, J .  Sharpies...................................................................... baled 150
Big Bend, Blood I n d ia n s ......................................................................  15
Boundary Creek, W ilson & L ague....................................................... 12
H erd, J . S h a rp ie s ...............’ .................................................................... 15
Kootenai, Blood In d ian s ......................................................................... 12
Kipp, Blood In d ia n s ................................................................................  15
Leavings, Leeds <k E ll io t t ......................................................................  15
Leavings, J .  S harp ies.................................................................... baled 10
Lee’s Creek, J .  C u rrie .............................................................................  31
Mosquito Creek, J . D. N o rrish .............................................................  15
Pincher Creek, Lynch S tan to n .............................................................  40
Porcupines, A. Sorge...............................................................................  15
Peigan, F. T. Maxfield............................................................................. 10
Stand-off, Blood In d ia n s ......................................................................... 45
St. M ary’s, Elias A dam s......................................................................... 20

FU EL AND LIGHT.

The greater part of the coal required during the season has been supplied by C. R. 
Johnson under contract. The anthracite coal supplied by H . W . McNeil & Co. is su it
able for large heating stoves and self-feeders, bu t will not burn in our cook stoves, 
except when mixed w ith the soft coal.

G reat inconvenience is caused by the coal contracts being let so late in the season 
this year. In  November I  was obliged to borrow coal to go on with, as we had run 
ou t ; no such trouble would have been caused if the contracts were le t earlier.

FISH  AND GAME.

Feathered game of the following species has been plentiful :—ducks, chicken, 
partridge, snipe, curlew, swan, and crane. Large game is scarce.

Wolves and coyotes are seen in large numbers, and although many have been killed 
by the ranchers and Indians there are still many in the foot hills.

The fishing in the rivers and creeks has this year been exceptionally good.
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H ER MAJESTY’S DIAMOND JU B IL E E .

The following party were drafted from the command to take part in H er M ajesty’s 
Diamond Jubilee parade which took place in London, England :

Reg. No. 1821 Sergeant Généreux.
“ 2205 Corporal Macnair.
“ 2971 “ Ambrose.

Horses Reg. Nos. 2130, 2118, 2197, 2255, 2261 and 2204.
I t  was celebrated by D division by a mounted parade on the morning of 22nd Ju n e  

and sports in the afternoon.
A  royal salute was fired a t noon, and the sports, which consisted of both mounted 

and dismounted events began a t 1.30 p.m., beginning again a t 9.30 a.m. on the follow
ing morning and continuing all day. A  dance was given in barracks on the  evening of 
22nd, and a smoking concert on the night of 23rd. Everything passed off most satis
factorily and the sports were a complete success, the only drawback being th a t the 
w eather was showery.

Many of the events were open and were taken pa rt in by police, civilians and 
Indians, the last taking a great interest in all the mounted events, particularly  the 
w restling on horseback and horse racing.

HALF-BREEDS.

The total num ber of Half-breeds in this d istrict a t present is 251 ; an increase of 
156 since 1885. The following table, which I  caused to be prepared during October, 
shows the points a t which they reside, and is a comparative- statem ent w ith the year, 
1885.

Sections.
1897. 1885.

Increase.
Male. Female. Male. | Female.

42 25 8 9 50
Big B end..............................................................................................
Boundary Creek...............................................................................
Crow’s iJest ..................................................................................... 19 11 30
Kootenai.................................... ..................................................
K ip p..................................................................................................... 2 2 4
L eavings..............................................................................
Lee’s Creek..................................................................
Mosquito Creek ..........................................................................
Pincher Creek........................................................................... 64

9
3

57
13
4

36 30 
4 ; 5 
2 1 1

55
13
4

Porcupines.......................................................................
Stand'O ff...................................................................
St. Mary’s ..............................................................................

T o ta l.......................................................................
1 '

139 112 50 1 45
i

156

HORSES.

D uring the past season A ssistant V eterinary Surgeon T. A. W roughton has been 
in  veterinary charge, to whose report I  beg to refer. I  will however, mention the 
following points for purposes of record :—

Horse Reg. No. 682 died a t Macleod on 22nd May 
“ “ 1544 “ Herd on 27th May.
“ “ 1895 was destroyed a t Boundary Creek on the  22nd

Ju ly> consequence of having being cut by 
barbed wire.
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H orse Reg. No. 1733 was destroyed a t Macleod on 8th October, in 
consequence of suffering from paralysis.

“ “ 1316 was cast and sold to Inspector W hite  F raser on
31st August, for $12.00.

Pack pony No. 21 was destroyed on 8th A ugust, being old and 
useless.

The following horses were cast by board, dated  9th April.

Reg. No. 1310 J . R. Scott, valuation by b o a rd ........................ $20.00
“ 1318 “ “ “   25.00
“ 1688 “ “ “   15.00
“ 1701 “ “ “ . . .  ................  15.00

and the following by board, dated 20th A pril :

Reg. No. 683 H. Rivière, valuation by b o ard ............................. $25.00
“ 1326 “ “ “   25.00
» 1551 “ “ “   25.00
“ 1559 “ “ “   25.00
“ 1696 “ “ “   25.00
“ 1687 “ “ “   25.00

The following horses were sent to Calgary on 28th A pril for the “ Ju b ile e ” party  
Reg. Nos. 2130, 2118, 2197, 2255, 2261, 2204.

[IN D IA N S.

The Indians have, as a general rule, behaved very well during the past season 
They have been working faithfully, purchasing cattle, wagons, harness, etc., and are 
quite contented.

The record of crime shows th a t 52 Indians have been charged before the magis
tra tes during the year.

A ny parties of Indians found by our patrols, w andering aimlessly about, are 
advised to re tu rn  to their reservations, and there has no t been an instance of the ir 
having shown a desire or inclination to disobey.

Their conduct during trea ty  payments was very good. Some cases have been re
ported of Ind ian  children deserting from the industrial schools and going back to their 
parents, they have always been sent back to the school however.

During J anuary a num ber of Bloods called upon me and asked whether they were 
obliged to have a “ white ” doctor as the agent had advised them. I  pointed out th a t 
the Ind ian  doctors were not qualified to trea t serious cases, and had no righ t to practise, 
and I  explained to them the several reasons and told them  how “ w h ite” doctors quali
fied, etc., and advised them to do as the agent suggested, as it  was for their own 
good. They stated  th a t the m atter had never been pu t to them in the proper light, bu t 
they were satisfied now th a t they understood it.

On the 8th A pril a party  of “ Bloods ” called here and complained about their 
rations. I t  was pointed out to them th a t a t this season of the year they should not 
expect the beef to be of as good a quality as it  is in summer, and after a little  consideration 
they w ent away satisfied.

A  complaint was made by “ Left H and  ” to the effect, th a t his little  girl, who was 
seven years old, had a t the time of her birth, been adopted by his brother, “ Yellow 
H orn,” who gave the child five head of horses, and told “ L eft H and ,” th a t a t his death, 
he, “ Left H and ,” would get the child bK k together w ith the horses. “ Yellow H o rn ” 
died and his widow was willing to give up the child and horses, but not the increase. 
This increase “ Left H and ” claimed. The question was investigated by Ind ian  A gent 
Wilson, a t my request, w ith the result th a t “ L eft H and ’s ” claim was sustained.
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On the 8th November, an article appeared in the “ Qu’Appelle Progress ” which
read as follows :— , . . , ., -r, .

“ I t  is reported here on w hat seems good authority  th a t a rising amongst the Peigan 
Indians is imminent. The trouble arising out of the fact th a t a num ber of children 
have died under treatm ent of W hite Physicians, while attend ing  the industrial school 
a t  Elkborn, Manitoba. I t  is said the outbreak will occur a t Elkhorn, followed by a
general rising throughout the territories. .

“ young runner is said to have passed through to visit the  different reserves in the 
west this morning ; the trouble is said to be mostly among young men.

*  *  *  *  *  *

1 communicated with the agents in this district on the subject, and was assured 
th a t there was not the slightest foundation tor the report, and th a t two or three young 
lads had returned to the reserves here, from Elkhorn, to visit their parents.

INSPECTIONS.

You personally visited and inspected the post on 24th April, and the A ssistant 
Commissioner visited and inspected on the 11th June.

I  have personally inspected the detachments in the d is tric t as often as I  could spare 
the time to visit them, and they have been regularly inspected by the officers in charge 
of sub-districts.

A ssistant Surgeon H aultain, inspects the post, with a view to its sanitary  condition, 
each week, and has during the past season visited the outposts for the same purpose.

The orderly officer inspects the barrack-rooms, messes1, stables, hospital, guard-room, 
artisan’s shops and canteen daily, and I personally inspect the same premises each week, 
and the clothing, arms, and regimental necessaries each Saturday.

The perm anent herd is inspected daily by the orderly officer, or the assistant 
veterinary surgeon.

I t  has been a great satisfaction to me to have found everything in such good order, 
which is due to the stric t supervision exercised.

IRRIGATION.

The several irrigation ditches, in the district, are, from all reports, giving satisfaction. 
A  slight; friction, however, has taken place between the owner of an extensive ditch in 
the northern portion of the d istrict and a rancher of th a t locality, th e  cause of the 
trouble, being th a t small fish can get through the screen.

The owner of the ditch argued, and with tru th , th a t his screen was as small as could 
be used with advantage; th a t if he used a screen small enough to keep out the minnows, 
i t  would be chocked up with weeds, chips, ic .  and the water could not get through, 
thus the ditch would be useless ; besides this no such screen is used in the district.

I  brought this m atter to the notice of the proper authorities and pointed out th a t 
the im portant question as to the size of the screens to be used, should be definitely 
settled w ithout delay.

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS AND MEN.

During the past season the Division has been very shorthanded and has performed 
a great deal of work in a most energetic and willing manner. I  trust, th a t w ithout 
impropriety, I  may be perm itted to say th a t our present strength  is quite inadequate to 
enable the duties of the district to be properly carried out, particularly  when I  have the 
Crow’s N est Pass Railway line of construction to patrol. I f  such an emergency as the 
“ Charcoal ” trouble arose, it  would be u tterly  impossible for me to capture the fugitive 
with the available men.

Special constables are useless except as labourers and would not be available in a 
case of emergency, such as a rising among the Indians ; and they are detrim ental to
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discipline, even if well behaved men, except when they happen to have formerly served 
as constables in the force.

The Ind ian  scouts are of course useful, b u t cannot be thoroughly depended on in 
the event of trouble w ith the Indians.

To properly carry on the work of this d istrict, attend  to the line of construction, 
patrol for the protection of the settlers, etc., and be in a position to meet any emergency, 
the strength of the division stationed here, in my opinion, should be a t least 150 non
commissioned officers and men. D uring the construction of Crow’s N est Railroad, it  
will be necessary to have 20 non-commissioned officers and constables stationed in 
B ritish Columbia.

I t  is the picquet or night guard duty which emphasizes the necessity for more men 
than  we have now ; for instance, a non-commissioned officer and three men m ount guard 
a t 6.30 p.m. and are not relieved until “ reveillé.” The non-commissioned officer cannot 
close his eyes a t all while on duty, and as every man in barracks is available for guard, 
clerks, artisans, teamsters, etc., and they get only three nights in bed, or four nights a t 
the most, the fact has a tendency to make men hesitate to accept any additional employ
ment, such as serving on the staff.

The conduct and discipline have, on the whole, been praiseworthy and there have 
not been any serious breaches of discipline.

There was only one desertion, viz., th a t of Reg. No. 3017, Const. H . R. Lee, who 
deserted from Kootenai D etachm ent on 14th March. This man was not a serious loss 
to the Division as he was addicted to drink.

A n outbreak of fever occurred during the summer amongst the men on the Pincher 
Creek Detachment, Sergeant Bertles, Constables Maylor and Mackenzie being affected ; 
they have all recovered. The outbreak could not be a ttribu ted  to any one cause, as 
there were many cases throughout the D istrict of typhoid, dysentry, etc., etc., of various 
degrees of severity, in some cases, the sickness only lasting three or four days.

I t  is with regret th a t I  record the death of Regt. No. 2,229 A cting Corporal Jam es 
Hatfield, which occurred in the hospital here on 24th December, 1896. H e was a 
trustw orthy and reliable man, and rendered valuable service during the pursuit of the 
Indian  m urderer “ C harcoal” ; his death was very sudden. H e came in from the  
Peigan D etachm ent on the n ight of 22nd December and reported himself sick and said 
he was suffering from rheumatism ; he was adm itted to hospital and died a t 1 a.m. on 
24th December.

The coroner was notified, bu t said he did not consider an inquest necessary. A  
post-mortem examination was held by Assistant-Surgeon H aulta in  assisted by Mr. S. H eap 
(late hospital steward of D Division), the result being the discovery of the fact th a t 
death was caused by hemorrhage of the brain ; the cause of the hemorrhage is uncertain. 
The remains were interred on Christmas day a t 2 p.m. w ith m ilitary honours ; the 
Masons, to which order deceased belonged also took a prom inent p a rt a t the funeral.

There were 2 engagements and 28 re-engagements a t this post during the year.
Six men have been dismissed w ith ignominy.
Thirteen were discharged a t the expiration of their term  of service and seven men 

were discharged by purchase.
The physique of the command is about the same as last year and cannot be im

proved very much w ithout enlisting men who would be too heavy for mounted duty.
The men are in excellent health and fit for any du ty  th a t they may be called upon 

to perform.
Before closing my rem arks on th is subject I  desire to again draw  a tten tion  to the 

fact th a t under the present system a non-commissioned officer promoted to commissioned 
rank forfeits all the previous service, in many cases 10, 15, and 18 years service, and 
has to begin over again for service towards pension. This is very hard  on an efficient 
body of men and I  would strongly urge th a t the previous service be allowed to coun t 
I  would also suggest th a t the Pension A ct be amended so as to include all ranks, th a t 
the term  be reduced to tw enty years and th a t the pension for 20 years service be the 
same as i t  is now for 25 years.
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OFFICERS.

During the past season the officers of the command have been Inspectors Sanders, 
Cuthbert, Primrose, Casey, Davidson and Jarvis. A ll have been kept very busy, and 
w hat with drills, boards, inspections and magisterial duties they have very little  leisure, 
and I may add th a t all the duties have been satisfactorily performed.

A ssistant Surgeon H aultain  has been in medical charge, and A ssistant V eterinary 
Surgeon W roughton in veterinary charge.

U ntil the 10th February, Inspector Casey was employed as quarterm aster and was 
returned to duty on th a t date.

V eterinary Surgeon B urnett arrived on 4th March and inspected the horses.
You arrived on 24th A pril and inspected the men and horses detailed for duty  

w ith the Jubilee contingent.
Inspector Jarv is arrived from his northern patrol on 30th A pril and during the 

summer was detailed for duty along the Crow’s N est Railway line of construction. H e 
remained on this duty until the middle of November when he was relieved by Inspector 
Sanders.

Inspector Primrose left on 10th May for duty a t Calgary and returned hereon  2nd 
July . H e left on 17th August for Maple Creek.

The A ssistant Commissioner arrived on 11th Ju n e  and held a  general inspection.
Superintendent Deane arrived on 29th June  to relieve me while absent on leave.
I  left on 3rd Ju ly  and returned on 6th August. D uring my absence Superinten

dent Deane spent three days each week here ; on the remaining days Inspector Sanders 
was in command.

Inspector Davidson was moved from Cardston to Stând-Off on 13th September.
In  November Inspector Casey took over charge of the pay, division books and 

canteen affairs, relieving Inspector Sanders, who proceeded to Crow’s N est Pass for duty.

PATROLS.

The usual summer system of patrols was maintained until November, and then the 
w inter system came into force. I t  is as follows, the only alteration  from last w inter 
being the patrols along the line of construction of the Crow’s N est Pass Railway.

The officers on outpost duty are Inspectors Sanders, C uthbert, Davidson and 
Jarvis. They have charge of, and look after, every detail in connection w ith their out 
posts ; they receive and forward to d istrict headquarters all official reports and returns, 
inspect and look after all supplies, etc.

In  order to facilitate the forwarding of despatches and to properly patrol each 
section the following patrols are performed weekly.

K ipp to Stand-Off and Lethbridge.
Big Bend to Lee’s Creek and Kootenai.
Kootenai to Pincher Creek.
Pincher Creek to Crow’s N est Lake.
Porcupines to Macleod.
Leavings to Macleod.
Leavings to Porcupines, via Willow Creek, re turning the other wav and visiting 

all settlers. J o
Musquito Creek to Leavings, and each alternate  week to H igh River, taking tu rn  

with E Division patrol.
S tand Off to Big Bend.
St. M ary’s to K Division in Milk R iver Ridge, via South Fork of Milk River.
Boundary Creek to Lee’s Creek.
Lee’s Creek to St. Mary’s.
In  w inter our patrols consist of a t least two men, and the system is so arranged 

th a t the whole d istrict is thoroughly patrolled each week and the isolated ranchers 
visited.

There are detachments on both the “ Blood ” and “ Peigan ” Reservations.
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The settlers have been unanimous in their praise of the men for the s tric t yet 
courteous and im partial m anner in which they perform their duty.

The following outposts have been supplied from the command during the season :
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P R A IR IE  FIRES.

D uring the past season, as heretofore, stric t atten tion  has been paid to the suppres
sion of these fires, and this d istric t has been unusually free from them. No serious 
damage has been done, still in most cases, the persons whose negligence caused the fires 
have been apprehended and severely punished.

A fire broke out on 21st Septem ber between the Kootenai and Belly rivers about 
four miles from Big Bend Detachment, it  was extinguished by the police and civilians 
in the vicinity. The area bu rn t was two miles long by half a mile in w idth, the cause 
has not been discovered.

A nother fire occurred on 20th October on Spring Creek near the Mosquito Creek 
D etachm ent ; i t  was extinguished by the police, no serious damage done.

On 1st November a fire was le t out by one M organ Ix>ng near the South Fork of 
the Old M an’s River. The offender was arrested and fined $200 which was paid.

PEACE OFFICERS FOR BRITISH COLUMBIA.

In  view of our being requested to ac t as peace officers along the line of the Crow’s 
N est Pass railway line of construction, and to extend our supervision into th e  province 
of British Columbia, I  subm itted the following names to Colonel, the Honourable 
Jam es Baker the Provincial Secretary for B ritish Columbia, and recommended the ir 
appointm ent; these appointements were made :—

Inspector G. E. Sanders. Beg. No. 2943 Const. A. J . Thomas.
“ A. R. Cuthbert. (< 2999 *• J .  P. Livingstone
“ A. M. Jarvis. a 2891 “ A. G. Uniacke.

Reg. No. 2867 Corporal S. B. Beyts. << 2075 “ C. E. Lott.
“ 2805 “ D. R. Macnair, « 2662 “ C. E. Aspdin.
“ 2997 Const. J .  N. Ryan. <( 3045 “ G. B. Joy.
“ 1205 “ D. S. K. Townshend. U 2938 “ C. F. M. Cole.
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PROVISIONS AND GENERAL STORES. 

The supplies received under contract are satisfactory.

SETTLERS.

I  annex a return of the persons who have reported a t the frontier inwards during 
the past season, together with a list of their stock. The to tal is 280.

These bona fide settlers are of a good class, hardw orking and industrious, bu t very 
poor financially ; in fact, the majority of them started  from different points in the States 
with their families and all their worldly possessions packed in a single wagon. They 
bring some flour p,nd bacon by way of provisions and a few dollars in cash.

During January  i t  was reported th a t ill feeling existed between the Gentiles and 
the Mormon settlers a t M ountain View, and th a t some of the settlers had asked the 
resident J . P. (Mr. Hagel) for permission to carry fire-arms. W hether he granted per
mission, or not, I  cannot say, bu t as soon as the m atter was reported to me, I  directed 
the patrols to be particularly watchful and to arrest every one carrying fire-arms (illegally), 
and caused the settlers a t M ountain View to be informed th a t if they were brought 
up on such a charge, they would be dealt with with the utm ost rigour of the law j I  need 
hardly add th a t the fire-arms were laid a t rest promptly.

A  resident a t M ountain View was overheard to rem ark th a t he would some day 
burn down the police quarters a t Big Bend ; this was no doubt an idle th reat, bu t I  
informed Mr. Allen th a t I  knew w hat he had said, and gave him to understand th a t if 
the buildings were burn t he would be promptly lodged, in jail ; the  fire has not yet 
occurred.

The “ L atter Day Saints ” whose settlem ent is a t Cardston are increasing in num
bers, the immigration being principally from U tah  ; they are quiet and law-abiding and 
are mostly employed farming. They own large numbers of horses, cattle  and sheep. 
The population of the settlem ent has increased about 250 this year, the to tal now being 
about 1,500 souls. Many dwelling houses have been erected, and stores opened. The 
output of the cheese factory has been 52,000 cheese, and 5000 lbs. of butter. M ost of 
the cheese is shipped to the Pacific coast. Their grist mill, is also working steadily.

TRANSPORT.

Our transport consists of :—
Four boats placed as ferries a t the following detachm ents : Stand-Off, St. M ary’s, 

Boundary Creek, and Kipp. Seven double and four single buckboards ; four M inchin 
wagons ; eighteen heavy wagons ; three tra il wagons ; six platform spring wagons j one 
water cart ; four bob sleighs ; three jumpers.

QUARANTINE.

The former quarantine having been done away with, all cattle  coming into the 
country from the U nited S tates have been inspected a t the boundary line, and if found 
free from disease passed a t once. No cases of disease were discovered.

The total entries are : Cattle, 297 head ; horses, 632 head.

TRAILS, ROADS AND BRIDGES.

Generally speaking the trails in this district are in good condition, b u t in some 
cases a great deal of inconvenience has been caused by settlers fencing up and obstruct
ing surveyed trails, and in every case, when a  complaint has been made to th a t effect I  
have brought the m atter to the notice of the D epartm ent of Public W orks of the  Gov
ernm ent of the N orth-west Territories. The officers of th a t departm ent informed me 
th a t upon receipt of information to the effect th a t a tra il had been obstructed they
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would forward a notice to the person causing such obstruction, calling upon him to re
move the  obstruction before a certain date, and upon receipt of inform ation regarding 
failure to comply w ith the terms of the  notice, legal proceedings would a t once be 
instituted.

D uring the season I  have reported obstructions on the underm entioned land : 
“ From Pincher Creek to South Fork and Crow’s N est Pass. The tra il a t Mr. 

G arreau’s ranch near P incher Creek.”
Those on Range 30 Tp. 6 Sec. 22

do 1 do 6 do 13
do 1 do 5 do 27 34-35
do 2 do 8 do 30
do 28 do 4

“ The main tra il in the Porcupine section.
“ The tra il on Range 2, Tp. 8 sec. 30 re-reported.”
Before closing on this subject, I  beg to again draw atten tion  to the urgent necessity 

of bridging the K ootenai R iver a t Stand-Off. T hat stream  is very sw ift and dangerous 
a t high water, and settlers coming north are frequently delayed a t Stand-Off for days 
before being able to ford, as they may not find out th a t they cannot cross, un til they 
reach the river, while those travelling from Macleod south learn from the sta te  of the  
Old M an’s River, th a t i t  is advisable for them to go via Lethbridge.

The tra il between St. M ary’s and C ardston has been very much improved and 
tenders have been called for the repair of the other trails in the vicinity of the Mormon 
Settlem ent. >

I  have the honour to be, sir,

Y our obedient servant,

S. B. ST EE L E ,
Commanding District.

15—4
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APPENDIX D.

A N N U A L  R EPO R T  OF S U P E R IN T E N D E N T  A. B. P E R R Y , C O M M A N D IN G
E D IV IS IO N .

*  C a l g a r y , 30th November, 1897.

Sir,—I have the honour to submit my annual report for the year ending this 
date, of the work performed by E division.

GENERAL.

I  assumed the command of this division on the 16th of March, relieving Inspector 
Z. T. Wood, who had taken over the command from Superintendent Howe on the 16th 
of December. On the 29th of May I  was ordered away on du ty  in  connection w ith the 
Jubilee detachment, which I  had been selected to command, and did not resume the 
command of the division until the 13th of October.

D uring my absence the command devolved on Inspector Wood. My report is 
therefore compiled chiefly from the official records.

The past year has been a successful one for this district. A lthough the w inter of 
1896-97 was unusually severe, the stock on the ranges w intered well and the percentage 
of loss was low. Prices for cattle ranged higher than  for several years, and the com
petition among the buyers was much keener.

The good calf crop, the ready sales a t good prices, and the small loss last w inter 
have placed the ranchers in a prosperous condition.

There has been a sharp advance in the value of horses, owing to the demand 
created recently by people proceeding to the Yukon gold fields, via Edmonton.

Small horses and ponies which were considered of little  or no value, are now fetch
ing good prices, and it  is thought th a t the supply in A lberta  will not be equal to the 
demand next year. *

The settlem ent in the northern part of the district has increased and the year been 
a prosperous one for the farmers. Crops have been good and prices be tter than  ever 
before.

Calgary has felt a very sensible increase in its trade, and is anticipating a very 
substantial revival of business.

The confident tone among the people of this portion of A lberta  is very marked, 
w hether they are ranchers, farmers, or merchants.
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C l a s s i f i e d  Summary of Crimes in “ E ” Division, Calgary D istrict, for 1897.

Offences.

Offensive weapons—
Unlawfully having pistol in possession............

Escapes and rescues—
Escaping from custody...........................................

Offences against religion and morals—
Disorderly houses ..................................................
Vagrancy................................. .. ........................
Drunk, disorderly and creating disturbance.. 

Burglary and housebreaking—
Housebreaking..........................................................

Acts of Indecency—
Incest............................................................................
R a p e ............................................................................
Indecent assault........................................................

Offences against the Person—
Assault, aggravated...............................................

do common
Maiming......................................................................
Threatening to shoot...............................................

Offences against Property, &e.--
Horse stealing...........................................................
T h eft............................................................................
Cattle stealing.....................................................

Offences against Indian A ct—
Selling intoxicants to Indians...............................

' Supplying liquor to Indians.................................
Indians drunk...........................................................
Intoxication on R eserve.......... ...................... .....
Taking timber from Reserve without permit. 

Offences against Railway A ct—
Stealing rides......................................... ..................
Fraudulently riding on “ scalped ” t ic k e t .. . .  

Infectious and CÎontagious Disease A ct—
Allowing diseased cow to run at large............

Offences under N. W. Ordinances—
Insanity.....................................................................
Setting out poison...............................................
Allowing prairie fire to run at large..................
Selling liquor without a license. .. ..............

Offences connected with trade, &c.—
Intim idation..................... ..............................

C
as

es
E

nt
er

ed
.

C
on

vi
ct

io
ns

.

Remarks.

3 2

1

2 2
31 23

9 8
2 2
1
1
1 1

1 1
9 8
1 1
1 1
o 1

12 9
10 o 6 not yet tried.

1
(>
7

5
7

i
i i 1

33 30 !
1 1
1 > !
6 5 !2 2
1 1
1 j

1 1

The foregoing is a  classified summary of the offences comm itted in th is district.
The to tal num ber of cases is 149, and the convictions 113. 53 convictions were

had under the Railway A ct and the vagrancy sections of the Crim inal Code, of persons 
who were passing through the Territories, and commonly known as tramps. There 
were 13 convictions under the Ind ian  A ct which I  refer to in another place.

There were nine convictions for theft, two of which were for cattle  stealing and one 
for horse stealing.

The case of horse stealing took place last December. The defendant stole a horse 
a t Beaver Dam, north of here, and on his way south to H igh R iver took five head of 
cattle, the  property of different parties. H e was arrested, brought to Calgary and 
convicted. As he was an old offender he was sentenced to five years in penitentiary.

A nother case of horse stealing was reported, b u t the owner of the horse refused to 
prosecute.

The second case of cattle  stealing occurred near Pine Creek. The defendant stole 
a  calf, was convicted, and sentenced to two months’ imprisonment.

Only two other complaints were made during the year, and on inquiry we found 
th a t the horses had strayed.

1 5 -4 *
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There are three distinct charges of cattle stealing now aw aiting trial. The two 
persons accused are ranchers a t H igh River. I t  is alleged th a t t  ey ave een sys m 
atically obliterating other brands and applying their own. A  considerable am ount of 
in terest is being taken by the stockmen in these cases, and the Stock Association has 
employed counsel to assist in the prosecution. .

The other cases reported are of a trivial character and call for no particular
comment.

Only seven convictions were made under the N. W. Ordinances, five of which were 
for lunacy.

COLD BRICK SWINDLE.

On the 3rd of August, the manager of the Molsons Bank of th is place, reported th a t 
he had been defrauded of $11,200 by some parties apparently living a t Revelstoke, 
B.C. A man purporting to be a miner passing under the name of Sam Fowler, called 
on the manager a t the bank, and said th a t he had some gold bricks which he and an 
Indian  had got in the northern part of British Columbia. H e wanted to sell them and 
the manager requested th a t he should bring them to Calgary. Fowler replied th a t he 
had been robbed on the tra in  before, and chat he was afraid to bring the  gold down, also 
th a t his companion being a M ountain Indian  would not come on the plains. The mana
ger accepted these reasons, and despatched a representative with Fowler to Revelstoke 
to examine the gold. They proceeded to a point in the bush 2 miles from Revelstoke, 
and Fowler produced the bars of supposed gold which were in charge of the Ind ian  
(supposed to be a white man in disguise).

Samples were taken and they returned to Revelstoke. A t the hotel they found an 
assayer, evidently one of the gang, who pronounced the sample to be pure gold worth 
$20 per ounce. The manager was wired th a t the gold was all righ t and to bring on the 
funds which he a t once did. H e paid over $11,200, received the bars and returned to  
Calgary. The fraud was not discovered until several days after when in order to get the  
bars into boxes to ship to Montreal, one had to be cut off. Suspicion was aroused by 
the colour of the part cut, and a correct assay showed the bars to be composed of nearly 
pure copper gilded over. Staff Sergeant Brooke was detailed to trace up the swindlers 
and was employed 38 days. H e visited all the Pacific Coast States. The only trace th a t 
was ever had, was th a t a firm of private bankers a t Seattle exchanged $6,000 of Molsons 
bank $10 notes on 2nd August.

PRAIRIE FIRES.

A  number of prairie fires occurred early last spring, b u t no serious damage was done. 
Large parties.of police were sent out from this post and worked very hard in pu tting  
out the fires. One party  was absent nearly 2 days and worked incessantly.

No large fires occurred this autumn. A good many were started  along the C. & E. 
Railway, north and south of Calgary, bu t all were prom ptly pu t out by our detachm ents 
before they had gained headway. H ad these fires not been extinguished g reat damage 
would have resulted to the cattle industry of the country.

A  small portion of the district south-west of Gleichen was b u rn t over. The section 
foreman on the C. P. Railway near th a t point was prosecuted for allowing the  fire to  
escape from his control when burning fire guards along the railway, b u t a conviction was 
not secured.

A  portion of the Rosebud country was also bu rn t over.
No convictions were secured during the year under the P rairie  Fire Ordinance.

INQUESTS.

There were seven inquests during the year and the following verdicts rendered
Three suicides. One accidental drowning. Two natural causes. One not ye t returned.

INDIANS.

The behaviour of the Indians of the different reserves has been very «mod. No 
serious charges have been brought against them. They have worked well and remained 
on their reserves.



REPORT OF SU PE R IN T E N D E N T  PERRY. 53

Fifteen Indians have been imprisoned in our guard-room on the following charges : 
Two assault, one aggravated assault, and the  rem ainder for supplying liquor to  other 
Indians, or for being drunk. They obtain the liquor through half-breads.

A n Ind ian  named R unning Wolf, was tried  for cutting  off his squaw’s nose. H e 
having found her unfaithful followed the old Ind ian  custom. H e could not be con
victed as his wife refused to give evidence.

The general health of the Indians has been good and they have been free from con
tagious diseases, w ith the exception of an outbreak of measles on the Sarcee Reserve

ASSISTANCE TO OTHER DEPARTMENTS.

Indians.—The trea ty  payments on the reserves were attended by escorts and every 
assistance given to the Ind ian  agent in making payments.

A ll issues of rations to the B lackfeet were attended by our scouts, I  am assured 
th a t the presence of the scouts has a most beneficial effect.

Agriculture.—Determ ined efforts were made during the past year to stam p out the 
contagious diseases among the stock of this d istrict, especially the disease commonly 
known as “ lumpy jaw ,” which was not until recently looked upon w ith any alarm by 
stock raisers. However, the rapid spread of the disease from herd to herd has con
vinced them th a t it  should be dealt with. The ranchers have accordingly, w ith few 
exceptions, readily acquiesced in the slaughter of all animals in an advanced stage of the 
disease. Our patrols and detachm ents have been active in looking out for affected 
animals, and the veterinary inspector has been prom ptly sent to inspect and take action 
upon all reported cases.

Several cases of glanders were discovered west of Calgary, bu t speaking generally 
the horses are free from th a t disease.

A n th rax  broke out among some of the herds near H igh River, early in the spring, 
and several deaths resulted, bu t it  soon died out.

The following is a summary of the works under the contagious diseases A ct :—

C attle destroyed suffering w ith lumpy ja w ......................................... 23
“ quarantined “ “ ......................................... 15

Horses destroyed “ w ith glanders.............................................  16
“ quarantined “ “ Mr. O. Critchley’s herd 1

One rancher was convicted for allowing an animal which had been quarantined to 
run a t large.

Customs.—The non-commissioned officer stationed a t Banff acts as preventive offi
cer a t th a t point. H is principal duty is to release the baggage of passengers which has 
come there in bond.

PATROLS.

The d istric t has been regularly patrolled by the different detachm ents and parties 
from  headquarters. 91,529 miles were travelled by the horses on patrol du ty  during the 
year.

DISTRIBUTION.

A ttached to this report will be found the d istribution  sta te  of this division on the 
30th November. There are 10 detatchm ents with 20 N. C. Officers and men, and 18 
horses. One officer and 2 men were w ithdraw n from Banff for service in the Yukon.

The total strength of the  division is 58. One th ird  of the strength  is therefore on 
detatched duty.

DRILL AND TRAINING.

There were regular drills during the w inter months, and lectures were given by 
the  officers on police duties. There was no target practice.
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“ CHANGES IN DIVISION.

Officers.—
Transferred t o .......................................................................

do from ......................................................................
N. C. Officers and Constables.—

Transferred t o .......................................................................
do from .................................................... ..............

Discharged.—
Officers resigned...................................................................

N. C. Officers and Constables.—
Purchased..............................................................................
Time expired ........................................................................
Dismissed ............................................................................
Inva lided ...............................................................................
D eserted ...............................  .............................................

Special Constables.—
E ngaged.................................................................................
D ischarged............................................................................
T ransferred .......................................... ................................

All the dismissals were made on account of drunkenness. 
There were no desertions.

2

31
27

1

8
9
5
0
0

8
5
1

CONDUCT AND DISCIPLINE.

The following table gives the number and the nature  of the punishm ent inflicted
on account of breaches of discipline :

Imprisoned and dismissed................' .......................................................  5
Fined...............................................................................................................  25
Minor punishments—Admonished, confined to barracks, «fcc..........- 41

Total...................................................................  71
Total amount of fines, $194.10.
There would be no serious breaches of discipline, were i t  no t for drunkenness.

HEALTH.

The general health has been excellent.

RATIONS.

The rations supplied have been of excellent quality— Three detachm ents draw  
rations, and others are boarded.

FORAGE.

The hay and oats have been very good. Some 74 tons of hay were damaged by 
the flood of last June.

LIGHT.

The electric light is satisfactory.

BARRACKS.

A n apparatus for heating w ater for the men’s bath  rooms, was p u t in and has 
added considerably to the comfort of the barracks. Small repairs were made by the 
post carpenter as required. N o other expense was incurred
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HORSES.

No deaths occurred among the horses, except of one horse in England All are in 
good condition. A  num ber have been cast an d ‘will be sold in the spring. There are 
27 on the w inter herd, 20 in the post and 18 on detachments.

SADDLERY AND HARNESS.

The saddlery and harness are in good repair.

TRANSPORT.

The transport has been kept in good repair, and well painted.

INSPECTIONS.

The different detachm ents have been regularly inspected each month by the division 
officers.

The division was inspected by you in December, April, June, Septem ber and 
November, and by the assistant commissioner in December last.

ESCORT.

A n escort was furnished to H is Excellency the Governor General on the  occasion 
of his visit to Calgary last December.

A  salute was fired on the 22nd of Ju n e  in honour of H e r M ajesty’s Diamond 
Jubilee.

GUARD ROOM.

Our guard room is the common jail of the district. I t  is in charge of Sergeant 
Cochrane who is a very efficient provost.

W e received during the year 100 prisoners made up as follows :—
C ivilians.. . 
Half-breeds 
Indians 
L unatics.. .

67
6

15
12

Total.............................................................................100
The number of prisoners serving sentences for different offences were as follows

Indictable offences........................................................................................  5
(Average length of sentence, 8'8 months.)

SUMMARY CONVICTIONS.

A s s a u l ts ........................................................................................................... 4
(Average sentence, 2'75 months.)

T h e f t ...........................    6
(Average sentence, 2 months.)

V a g ra n c y .............................   21
(Average sentence, 28 days.)

D ru n k ............................................................................................................... 3
(Average sentence, 14 days.)

Stealing rides on railw ays............................................................................ 14
(Average sentence, 8 days.)

U nder Ind ian  A ct, supplying liquor......................................................... 6
D ru n k ...............................................................................................................  6

(Average sentence, 35-7 days.)
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One of the Indians sentenced for dnink was also sentenced to two months, for assault, 
both sentences to run concurrently.

Of the twelve lunatics, nine were only a few hours in the guard-room, en route from 
o ther points to Regina.

The remaining three were in guard-room for an average period of̂  eight days.
Sixteen prisoners were held awaiting tria l for an average period of th irty  days. 

This large average is accounted for by one prisoner aw aiting tria l for 121 days, and 
another for ninety days.

Nine punishments were inflicted for breaches of the prison rules and regulations.
A n Indian  prisoner named Deerfoot, serving 2 m onths’ sentence for assault, died in 

the guard-room on the 24th of February, after completing 50 days of his sentence.
A n inquest was held, and a verdict returned of death from natural causes. H e 

was under the acting surgeon’s care from the date of his admission.
A t the date of this report we have in the guard-room :

U ndergoing sentence................................................................................ 9
A waiting t r ia l ..........................................................................  ................ 3

T o ta l........................  . . . .  12

FLOODS.

Between 12 and 1 of the 18th of June, the Bow and Elbow rivers rose suddenly 
some eight or ten feet. Teams and men were ordered out and kept employed all th a t 
night and the following day in moving the furniture from the houses situated  on the 
flat lands west of the Langevin bridge and other localities. A bout 60 families were 
driven out of their homes. Some houses and outbildings were swept away.

Traffic was suspended on the Canadian Pacific Railway for several days, owing to 
wash-outs, and a number of bridges being carried away.

Our hay corral was 3 feet under water.
The flood was caused by a cloud burst .near the mountains, and continued rains for 

several days.
Very fortunately there was no loss of life. There were some very narrow escapes.
A ttached to this report you will find the reports of A cting A ssistant Surgeon 

Rouleau and V eterinary S.-Sergt. Stevenson ; also the list of cases disposed of. the 
d istribution  state and the patrol map corrected to date.

I  have the honour to be, sir,

Your obedient servant,

A. B O W E N  P E R R Y ,
Supt. Commanding “ E  ” Division.
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APPENDIX E.

A N N U A L  R E P O R T  OF S U P E R IN T E N D E N T  R. B. D E A N E , C O M M A N D IN G
“ K ” D IV IS IO N , 1897.

L e t h b r i d g e , 1st December, 1897.
The Commissioner

North-west Mounted Police,
Regina.

S ir ,— I  have the honour to render the annual report of “ K  ” Division for the year 
ended the 30th November, 1897.

GENERAL STATE OF THE DISTRICT.

The Police year opened most auspiciously on the 1st December, 1896, with a genial 
chinook which came ju s t in time to save numbers of range cattle  from certain  death.

The loss in the district from the effect of the November storm was estim ated not to 
exceed one per cent. I t  is true th a t the calf crop this year has been small and much 
below the average, b u t we had a very cold and unseasonable spring, and to th a t is 
a ttribu tab le  the loss of calves.

So far as w inter pasturage is concerned, the opinion is gradually gaining ground 
th a t this d istric t has much to recommend it. For lack of moisture the grass does not 
grow so luxuriantly  as it does fu rther west, but on the other hand it cures before the 
frost has time to affect it. The snow fall, again, is always comparatively light here, 
and thus, though the grass is short, the cattle  can get a t it  w ithout much difficulty.

A  system of irrigation to the south of us is a mere question of time, and the ensuing 
year will probably see a beginning made of extensive works, wherein irrigation and 
colonization will go hand in hand. I t  will follow as a m atter of course th a t this will 
become a great producing centre. W e know that, given sufficient moisture, the soil will 
grow almost anything, and apart from cereals there will be in the mining country a great 
demand for garden produce of all kinds, in supplying which Lethbridge will have the 
advantage of being close to the m arket by means of the Crow’s N est railway.

A n irrigation ditch some 70 miles long, with its ramifications, may be expected to 
cause some climatic changes, and ten years hence we may expect to see no longer a tree
less landscape. I t  will take settlers of the right sort to do justice to the country, bu t 
an industrious man may earn something to keep the pot boiling from a very early date. 
Radishes and lettuces, besides eggs, poultry, and butter, will find a ready sale in the 
Kootenai.

I t  is, too, a practical certainty th a t broad gauge tra ins will be running into L eth
bridge from G reat Falls next summer over the A. R. & C. Co.’s and the Canada and 
G reat Falls lines.

Business was very dull during the first half of the year, b u t it  has increased with 
the progress of the Crow’s N est Railway until it  is as good now as i t  was in the palmy 
days of the town.

The miners took advantage of the flowing tide last A ugust to strike for an increase 
of wages and other concessions. This was the outcome of a predeterm ined plan. Nego
tiations had from one cause or another come to a standstill, when an opportunity offered 
for my intervention, and I  was able to be the means of bringing the two parties to
gether again. I  need not enlarge on this fu rther than  to say th a t the company con
ceded every demand made by the men except th a t of an additional ten cents per ton. 
R ather than  do th a t they declared they would shut the mines down, and the men even-
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tually resumed work, having good reason to be satisfied w ith the fru its of their agitation, 
which may be capitalized a t about $8,000 per annum.

All ranks in the division subscribed one day’s pay to the Ind ian  Fam ine Fund, 
and the amount so realized, namely, $61.03, was duly forwarded to headquarters.

The rivers in the early summer were abnormally high, and the w ater was indes
cribably filthy. All the drinking water in Barracks was first treated  with alum and 
then boiled and filtered.

In  March the schools w ere closed and quarantine regulations enforced in tow n in 
consequence of an  outbreak of scarlet fever, diphtheria and measles. The precautions 
taken sufficed to stamp out the epidemic in course of time, and fortunately we did not 
have a single case in barracks. I t  is difficult to impress upon tne foreign element of 
such a mixed community as we have here th a t “ cleanliness is next to Godliness.”

On the 20th June a Jubilee service was held in w hat is usually known as the 
Town Hall, a t which the Church of England, Presbyterian and M ethodist pastors and 
congregations were well lepresented, and Jubilee day itself was loyally and enthusiasti
cally kept. The school children’s parade was the prettiest and most interesting feature 
thereof and the proceedings of the day were not disfigured by excesses of any kind.

This division contributed Sergeant M ajor Macdonell and Sergeant Clopp, both of 
them being Canadians, to the Jubilee contingent for England.

D uring the month of -July, in accordance with your instructions, I  assumed com
mand of the Macleod D istrict, and spent three days in each week a t Macleod, while 
Superintendent Steele was absent on leave. W ith  respect thereto  I  have nothing par
ticular to chronicle, except th a t during th a t month the construction of the Crow’s N est 
Railway was begun.

Complaint was made to me on the 23rd September th a t  a Mr. George Lane, who 
had just shipped some cattle from here for Messrs. Gordon & Ironsides, had refused to 
pay the 5 cent per capita fee to which the hide inspectors were entitled  under the N .W . 
Ordinance of 1896. I t  did not appear to me th a t the inspectors could get redress in a 
m agistrate’s court, and I  could only advise them to represent the m atter to the N orth 
west Government with a view to amendment of the Ordinance.

I  hear th a t a great many of the Cree Indians who were deported from the U nited 
States last year have returned to their old haunts. They employed a lawyer in M ontana 
to obtain naturalization papers for them, and their applications were duly returned by 
the authorities with the word “ refused ” endorsed thereon. The legal gentlem an 
handed the papers to the Indians, who cannot read, and they now flatter themselves 
th a t they are duly accredited American citizens.

I  may perhaps be allowed to recur once more to the expediency of providing for 
paym ent of an in terpre ter’s fees in summary convictions, a t the accustomed rate of $2 
per day. An interpreter will not work for less and sometimes i t  is impossible to get on 
w ithout one.

A t the Assizes ju s t concluded, a case was heard where a F inlander broke into a 
Chinamen’s house, and neither of them could speak a word of English. A  Finish 
in terpreter was secured, but as he said he was making $3 a day in the mines and only 
received $2 for interpreting, he required to be delicately handled.

Referring to your circular memorandum No. 97, of the 21st January , 1895, one 
essential point of difference between an in terpre ter and a witness is th a t the attendance 
of a witness can be compelled, bu t th a t of an in terpre ter cannot.

I  remember a few years ago, a H ungarian lady sent a message to the effect th a t 
she would see the entire court somewhere else before she would come to in terpret.
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CRIME.

The following list comprises all complaints of offences which have arisen w ithin the 
d istric t during the year :—

Crime.

Offences against the person. .
M ischief.......................................
Theft.............................................
F orgery .......................................
Offences against Indian A ct . 
Offences against Liquor Law.
Miscellaneous.............................
Lunacy.........................................

Convic
tions.

4
3
7
1
1
3

29
1

Dismissals W ith
drawn.

Awaiting
Trial. Total.

1
1 4

4 11
1
1
3. .

4 3 39
1

|

Horses. Recovered, j A t Large. Total.

1 1....................... 1
Reported strayed or lo s t ................................................................................ 9 1 7

There are only two items in the above list th a t call for comment, and, before allud
ing to them, I  would refer to my report of last year wherein I  said th a t there were then 
aw aiting tria l a  charge of cattle  killing, and a charge of cattle  stealing against one Wm. 
Morgan, a settler on the Milk River.

1 allude briefly to these in order to emphasize the  necessity of an am endm ent to 
the Criminal Code providing th a t a brand on an animal shall be prim a facie evidence of 
ownership, and to call a tten tion  to the fact th a t for w ant of such provision 
cattle stealing is now increasing in ex ten t and in audacity year by year.

Persons who are not fam iliar w ith the customs of a ranching country may require 
to be told th a t a man who owns a large num ber of cattle  which roam a t large over the 
prairie is in all probability unable to identify one per cent of his property, except by 
means of the brand which he has placed upon them before turning them  loose.

A  m erchant similarly, having a large stock of clothing, m ight be unable to identify 
any particular garm ent as being his property were i t  not for his trade or other mark, 
which he has taken the precaution to affix to it.

Now the mark or brand properly applied to range cattle  is practically ineffaceable. 
I t  may be overgrown with hair, b u t in the last resort the tell tale will show on the 
underside of the skin when it  is removed.

This mark or brand is registered in the proper office as the property of the person 
using it, and no two persons may use the same brand.

The brand is equivalent to w hat the Trade Marks A ct calls a “specific trade m ark” 
and all th a t the cattle interests ask is th a t Parliam ent will enact a provision th a t a 
brand on an animal shall be prim a facie evidence of ownership.

In  the absence of such a provision the owner of range cattle  is practically helpless, 
as the courts have decided th a t a brand is not prima facie evidence of ownership.

The brand Ordinance provides punishm ent for obliterating, alterating  or defacing 
the recorded brand of any other person, also for venting a brand in case of sale, the vent 
being then prim a facie evidence of sale or transfer, bu t these minutiæ are of little  im 
portance when the brand itself is not recognized by the courts as prim a facie evidence, 
and when a man can steal an  anipnal branded with another person’s well known registered 
brand, and cannot be called upon to account for his possession thereof.
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A nother point which seems to require attention, is the ownership of mavericks 
The custom in M ontana is a t each round-up to sell all the unbranded calves by auction 
— the proceeds going to the Stock Association—but i t  has been laid down in our courts 
th a t unbranded calves whose owners are unknown are the property of the Crown. I  
shall recur to this later on.

Now to return  to William Morgan. H e entered the country from M ontana as a 
settler in 1895, and settled on the Milk River. W e took charge of his cattle  during the 
90 days quarantine, and on the 6th A ugust in th a t year he began life a t H alf Breed 
Creek with 40 head of cattle all told, of which 18 were cows, 4 were calves, less than  3 
months old, and the rest were steers. On the 2nd November, 1896, the police counted 
his cattle (tha t is cattle branded with his brand) in his presence, on his ranch, and found 
them to consist of 89 head, whereof 18 were calves. Morgan adm itted th a t he had 
bought no cattle since he had been in Canada, and on the contrary, had killed some for 
beef. The most enthusiastic breeder could not wish for greater success than  tha t, to 
raise 49 bead of cattle from 18 cows in something less than  15 months.

Morgan, however, being a large-minded man, thought he could do better still. 
There are several thousand head of cattle on and in close proxim ity to  the Milk River, 
and he prepared to go into the business on a large scale. To th is end he took a young 
man, a new settler, named Conger, into his confidence. This proved to be the cause of 
his down fall, for Conger distrusted him, and told the police of M organ’s propositions. 
I t  fell out th a t one day Morgan collected some 50 or 60 head and drove them up the 
river near his ranch. There was in this bunch a cow, branded "W. which had an 
unbranded calf, and Morgan cut this calf out and drove him to his corral where his 
milch cows were. L ater in the evening, with the help of his hired man, M organ killed 
the calf, and put his own brand on the skin after i t  had been removed. A  couple of 
days later the police found fresh meat in an outhouse, and demanded to see the skin, in 
accordance with the N. W. Ordinance. The hired man gave the whole business away, 
and the evidence seemed to be complete. There was, however, some uncertainty as to 
the ownership of the brand W., and the crown prosecutor set out in the indictm ent 
th a t the cow branded W. was property of a person unknown. The judge said th a t we 
had not proved th a t the owner was unknown, and was not satisfied th a t the ownership 
could not have been proved. He therefore acquitted the prisoner.

In  the other case the judge convicted Morgan of stealing an unbranded bull, the 
property of the Benton and St. Louis Cattle Company, and allowed him to go a t large 
on suspended sentence.

This leniency, combined with the acquittal, had the opposite effect to th a t contem
plated by the judge, in th a t it  did not discourage others from adopting M organ’s 
principles.

In  June  last, Sergeant Sparrow of the P endant d ’Oreille detachm ent, and Special 
Constable Arrowsmith, noticed on two or three different occasions a certain red and 
white bull calf (a calf of the previous fall), which was unbranded, and which had escaped 
the previous year’s branding by reason of its late birth, bu t which was easily noticeable 
by its short, or “ switch ” tail. I t  was always following a red and w hite cow branded 
with a circle, the property of the Benton and St. Louis C attle Company. These two 
were ranging w ith a bunch of about 90 head of American cattle. The two men chatted  
about this calf and the possibility of its being taken up by some one as a maverick, &c. 
I t  was on the 11 th  J  une, th a t they last saw the calf and cow together. On the  12th, 
Arrowsmith chanced to come across the cow w ithout her cal^; and he knew th a t some
thing m ust have happened to separate them. H e devoted the 13th to searching for the 
calf, and eventually found him tied up in W illiam W ater’s corral in the brush about 3$ 
miles down the river from Pendant d’Oreille detachment.

W aters adm itted taking the calf, bu t said he thought it  was his, and th a t its 
mother was “ around some place,” though he made no attem pt to  find or produce her. 
Sergeant Sparrow sent up the river and had the aforesaid red and w hite circle cow 
driven down in company w ith some other cattle to near where the calf was. The calf 
was turned loose and when the cow and calf met, they “ claimed each other,” in range 
parlance, and in cattle fashion. The judge acquitted the prisoner on the ground th a t
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no witness had expressed his opinion th a t the calf was the offspring of th a t particular 
cow. I  had to leave for Macleod during the progress of the trial, but the judge told me 
this later.

The question of brand did not crop up, bu t I  understood th a t the prisoner’s counsel 
was prepared to rest his defence solely on the absence of animus furandi.

A t the risk of being tedious, I  have gone into this m atter a t length to show first, 
how the interests of stockmen are affected—secondly—how very easy i t  is under 
present circumstances to steal range cattle, and thirdly, how very difficult it is to obtain 
a conviction.

Now in order to show the dire necessity for such a provision in the law as I  have 
mentioned, let me follow this m atter to its logical conclusion, which is in effect a 
reductio ad absurdum :—

1st. A  duly registered brand, bu rn t w ith a hot iron into the skin of an animal, is 
not a prima facie evidence of ownership.

2nd. A  maverick, or unbranded animal, whose owner is unknown, is the property 
of the Crown. I f  a brand does not afford prim a facie evidence of the ownership of a 
cow upon which i t  is placed, much less does it  afford evidence of the ownership of a calf 
which purports to be th a t cow’s progeny.

W hat righ t has a round-up party  to brand a certain calf with a particular brand, 
simply because the cow which they judge to be the calf’s mother is branded therew ith 1 
I t  is well known th a t calves will, under certain circumstances, suck cows other than  
their mothers.

Suppose th a t a prosecution were institu ted  against the members of a round-up 
engaged in branding calves, the owners of which are unknown, and which are therefore 
the property of the Crown. I  refer to young calves which have been dropped since the 
last preceding round-up, and which their owners have never seen before.

They would of course claim a colour of right, bu t upon what would i t  be based ? 
W e are dealing with, say, from 5,000 to 10,000 head of cattle.

I t  is safe to say th a t the persons engaged would be able to swear positively to the 
identity  of a very small proportion of th a t number of cattle, and upon w hat then would 
their colour of righ t be founded 1 Solely upon the brands on the cows, and those 
brands per se are no proof a t all. The sta te  would become quite a large proprietor of 
cattle, and would probably ask to be delivered from itself.

The miscellaneous cases include sundry complaints under the M asters and Servants 
Ordinance, and two charges under the Animals Contagious Diseases Act.

A t the last session of Parliam ent, actinomycosis, the disease commonly known to 
stockmen as big-jaw or lumpy jaw, was added to those scheduled in the Animals Con
tagious Diseases Act. On the 26th October, some 503 head of cattle  were shipped from 
here in two trains to Hochelaga. They were bought and shipped by the local agent of 
a firm th a t buys a great num ber of range cattle every year. I t  came to the notice of 
the police th a t nine head of big-jawed steers were included in this consignment, and 
th a t they were all loaded into one car together w ith nine cows. This car was a t the 
head of the loading train.

Inform ation was laid against one of the local vendors, to whom three of the steers 
were said to belong, and he was charged w ith disposing of an animal known by him to 
be labouring under infectious disease. There was present a t the shipm ent an inspector 
of brands, as provided by a N orth-west Ordinance, bu t he held no authority  under the 
Contagious Diseases Act. H e testified th a t his atten tion  was called to these nine steers 
shut up in the pen by themselves, th a t he examined them  and found th a t they were all 
suffering from big-jaw, th a t the lumps had burst and the sores were running and bleed
ing. Oddly enough no one, not even the man who drove the nine steers into the pen 
could explain how it  was th a t there were only the nine head out of the 503 so affected, 
and how it  was th a t they all foregathered in this particular pen. I t  seemed to be a 
remarkable instance of anim al sagacity. W ith  a  small effort of the im agination, one 
could imagine these poor suffering creatures calling aloud in their bovine language : 
“ unclean, unclean,” singling themselves ou t from the maddening crowd, and w ith self- 
sacrificing resignation placing themselves on board the first car to hasten to the cannery.
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The evidence in support of the charge was, however, conclusive to our minds, and 
the defendant was convicted, bu t appealed against the finding. The appeal will be

On the 29th instan t a similar charge against the local agent was heard in the same 
court, and the principal vendor gave straightforw ard testimony, and showed th a t he had 
cut the big-jaws out of the herd himself and directed the man to p u t them  by them 
selves. This was the man who did not know anything a t the former trial. A  conviction 
was found in this case also, the defendant adm itting th a t he knew the steers had lumps 
on their jaws and faces, but th a t he did not th ink the disease was in a communicable 
stage. He said further th a t he did not know th a t actinomycosis had been placed on the 
list. H e was ordered to pay the costs of the prosecution, and there the m atter rests.

INDIANS.

We have seen very few Indians round here this year, and none of them have given 
any trouble.

OUTPOSTS.

The number of non-commissioned officers and men on outpost duty  during the 
summer was as follows :—

OutpOrltS. Officers. N. C. 
Officers. Constables Special j 

Constables Horses.

Milk River R idge.............................................................  1
C outts....................................................................  1 1
W riting-on-Stone.................................................................  ! 1
Pendent d’Oreille................................................................ i  1
St. Mary’s ........................................................................... ! . . .  . . ;..................
L ittle B o w .............................................................................  ............................
W hoop-up................................................................................................... i 1 !

3
3
3
2
2
1
1

8
8

2 I 12
1 ! 8
... I 2

....! 1

The outpost buildings are all in good repair and condition.
Those a t Milk R iver Ridge have been painted a t a cost of $30.25. A  galvanized 

iron chimney, costing $9.85, has been provided for the kitchen a t Coutts, and a new 
roof for the kitchen a t Pendant d’Oreille, $13.21.

A t St. M ary’s, the barrack room has been re-floored, $15.50, and an ice house con
structed out of old telegraph poles. The river bottom has been inclosed w ith a fence, 
costing $111.13 for wire, the posts being made out of old telegraph poles.

H ay has been supplied under contract to all the Milk R iver outposts a t the uniform 
price of $7 per ton.

25 tons a t Milk River Ridge.
35 do Coutts.
60 do Writing-on-Stone.
A t St. M ary’s the price this year was higher than  usual, our 30 tons costing $12.90 

per ton. The L ittle  Bow detachm ent has been supplied w ith baled hay as required from 
here. I  have now w ithdrawn the constable from th a t point for the w inter months a t 
least.

The construction of the Crow s N est Railway, and the large num ber of men em
ployed on the heavy work a t Whoop-up necessitated a police camp there. The non-com
missioned officer a t St. M ary s supervised this camp as well as his own outpost. Two 
non-commissioned officers being in England left me shorthanded.

ASSISTANCE TO RAILROADS.

We have devoted unceasing atten tion  to the m aintenance of order along the  Crow’s 
N est branch of the C. P. railway while under construction. The heaviest pa rt of the
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work on the whole line has been a t Whoop-up, from about 5 to 8 miles d is tan t from 
here. The line crosses the St. M ary’s R iver a t Whoop-up, and the bridge there will be 
2,800 feet long. A bout six million feet of tim ber will have been used for bridging 
between here and Macleod by the time the road is completed.

The contractors have had a hard time of it. The soil in some of the cuts a t Whoop- 
up is a very stiff clay, which a plough will not touch, and which is more difficult to 
blast than  rock. The contractors are working th is a t the price of d irt, and some of 
them  will have lost considerable money. I  understand th a t on one section alone seven 
car loads of blasting powder have been expended, and th a t the contractor stands to 
lose very heavily unless he gets more than  the price of d ir t for his excavating.

The contractors have had a lot of trouble, too, w ith the ir men. They brought up 
men from the East, many of whom no sooner arrived here than  they w anted to break 
the ir contract and leave their railway fare unpaid. A batch of men were charged 
before me under the M asters and Servants A ct w ith deserting their employment, and I  
suspended judgm ent on the defendants undertaking to go to work. In  some cases this 
answered well enough, while in others the men laid themselves out to demoralize the 
gang to which they were attached, and generally gave such trouble th a t the employers 
were glad to get rid of them a t any price.

W e were no t much troubled with the tram p elem ent here, and there has been no 
disorder in the town which Constable Lewis could not deal with single handed.

The last of the grading parties are ju s t about completing the ir work a t Whoop-up 
now, bu t it  is probable th a t the bridge gangs will be there for some weeks. The St. M ary’s 
R iver has flooded its banks lately, owing to a very warm chinook wind which loosened up 
the ice and sent it  floating down stream, and which was then suddenly followed by 
sharp frost and snow. The ice jammed, and caused the w ater to back up. Two of the 
camps a t Whoop-up had a narrow escape of loosing the ir men. H ad the men 
been in bed when this jam  occurred there would undoubtedly have been some loss of 
life, as the w ater rose very rapidly.

On the 16th September, a labourer left one camp and w ent to another, and on the 
night of his arrival cut his th roa t w ith a razor. H e was not discovered until next 
morning when he was brought to hospital and., soon recovered. H e had $75 in A m eri
can money, and says he does not know why he attem pted to take his life. H e pleaded 
guilty before Mr. Justice Rouleau on the 29th instant, and was awarded one m onth’s 
imprisonment with hard labour.

There has been a fair amount of sickness along the line, and the  worst cases are 
sent into the G alt hospital here which is filled to its capacity.

Mr. Collingwood Schreiher and the D eputy M inister of Justice  arrived here on the 
19th September, and drove along the construction under convoy of Mr. H aney,[as far as 
the Belly river crossing a t Davis’s ranch, where a tra in  m et us. W e were thus the first 
party  to travel on the new line.

W e have, when called upon, furnished an escort to the paym aster of the Canadian 
Pacific Railway when going his rounds.

ALIEN LABOUR LAW.

I t  is so easy to m utilate the spirit w ithout breaking the le tte r of the Alien Labour 
A ct th a t there need be no wonder a t there having been no prosecutions under th a t 
head. The modus operandi is very simple and well understood on both sides of the 
line, and our own people take advantage of it  whenever it  suits them. This is so far 
recognized th a t the current of feeling here does not set as strongly against alien labour 
as it  does a t other points eastward where the people have been irrita ted  by over zealous 
foreign officials.

I  tried a wages case wherein one American citizen sued another, and took the 
opportunity of inquiring into the whole m atter. The defendant came over here w ith an 
outfit, consisting mainly of unbroken horses, to look for work, and hired the complainant 
to herd and break his horses. On arrival a t MacLeod he paid oft’ and discharged his 
man, and then re-engaged him to go on with his work. The defendant obtained a sub.
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contract on the construction, and subsequently had a disagreem ent w ith the complainant, 
who brought him into court.

I investigated other cases with the result th a t there was no evidence to support a 
prosecution under the Alien Labour Act.

Mr. McCreary, Commissioner of Im migration, came here and discussed the m atter 
with Mr. Conybeare, Q.C., and myself, but the situation remained unchanged.

In  accordance with the request of the M inister of the In terior, the frontier 
detachments have rendered monthly since the 1st A ugust last, a re turn  showing the 
movement of population to and from the U nited  States.

The number 6f emigrants from the 1st A ugust to the 30th November is 52, and 
the number of immigrants from the U nited S tates during the same period amounts to 
238 souls.

ASSISTANCE TO DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE.

American cattle continue to swarm along the Milk River, and in addition to our 
own range riders, one a t W riting-on-Stone and one a t P endant d ’Oreille, the Flowerree 
ranch keep one a t Coutts, the Con K ohr ranch m aintain one a t W riting-on-Stone, and 
the Circle ranch combination supports one a t Pendant d’Oreille.

The cattle throughout the d istrict have been healthy. “ Spanish itch ,” otherwise 
known as “ Texas mange,” appeared on some of the American cattle  on the Milk R iver 
a t the beginning of the year, bu t arising as it does from poverty of the blood, i t  dis
appeared as soon as the cattle felt the benefit of the green grass.

American range riders have orders to shoot big-jawed cattle as a m atter of course. 
Last year the Refugee Cree Indians were offered a big jaw, bu t they scoffed a t the offer, 
saying it  was unfit for food. The idea th a t big-jawed cattle are sent to canneries does 
not tend to increase one’s taste for canned beef.

PRAIRIE FIRES.

The month of August was a bad season for prairie fires. The grass was so dry th a t 
it  crackled under one’s feet, and a rancher a t Many Berries Creek said he had watched 
a thundercloud there, and had seen lightning set the prairie on fire in four places.

On the 17th of tha t month a Canadian Pacific Railway engine started  a fire near 
the section house a t the Chin. Constable Michelsen and 3 section men p u t it  out. 
A  small party was sent out from here in a hurry on the 23rd A ugust, to protect the 
place of Mr. Gotterill, about four miles out of town, from a threaten ing  prairie fire. 
They arrived in time to save about 50 tons of hay, itc., and extinguished about 4 miles of 
fire, which was supposed to have been started by an A. R. and C. Co.’s engine.

On the 21st August, a fire started on the east side of the A. R. and C. Co.’s railway 
to the south of the Milk River, and swept over the quarantine ground. In  spite of the 
efforts of the Coutts and W riting-on-Stone detachm ents to check it, it  w ent on its way 
to the southward a t a great rate. In  the evening it  jum ped the track  and b u rn t over 
a couple of townships on th a t side, thus keeping the Milk R iver detachm ent busy. They 
controlled it  so far, but the wind took it  away from them to the south.

A n employee of the A. R, and C, Co. has invented a machine for burning fire 
guards, which has not turned out to be an unqualified success so far. The fuel is gaso
lene, and the cost per mile is too high as yet for practical purposes.

DISICPLINE, CONDUCT, ETC.

I t  has been a puzzle sometimes to know how to get the work done with decreasing 
numbers.

Less than 3 men in the L ittle  Bow country are of no use when they have to do 
their own cooking, and the P ot Hole country is practically w ithout supervision a t  all. 
I t  would be prem ature to make a definite statem ent a t this time, b u t I  th ink  i t  will
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transpire th a t an audacious theft of some 50 or 60 head of branded cattle has taken 
place during the past autum n, and if so i t  is more than  likely th a t the details were 
carried out in the P o t Hole, where I  would have placed a detachm ent a year ago, if I  
had had the men available, vide my report of 1896.

DRILL, TARGET PRACTICE, ETC.

W e have had no men to drill th is year, b u t a good deal of in terest was taken in 
target practice. The town and barracks together contributed two teams to the Canadian 
M ilitary Rifle League, b u t our W inchesters are no t reliable a t  even 400 yards. The 
poor quality of the Dominion am m unition made results worse, and finally killed all 
interest in the  divisional ta rget practice. W ell known good shots fell short of their 
accustomed scores by many points.

PHYSIQUE AND HEALTH.

There has been about double the am ount of sickness in  the division as compared 
w ith last year, b u t there have been no fatalities or invalids.

Constable Nicholson came here from Macleod for treatm ent for ra ther more than  
2 months, and Constable McKenzie, while en route to Macleod from Maple Creek, was 
found to have pleurisy, and these two cases helped to swell our own large list.

RE-ENGAGEMENTS, ETC.

Two staff sergeants, one sergeant and five constables have re-engaged during the
year.

Two corporals and five constables have joined from, and one staff sergeant, one 
corporal, and five constables have been transferred to other divisions. Of these, Staff 
Sergeant Davis and three constables w ent to the Yukon.

One sergeant and 8 constables have taken their discharge on expiration of service.

DISMISSALS.

Three constables have been dismissed during the year.

DESERTIONS.

Constable Brandon deserted from pass on 24th May. I  had been expecting him 
to desert for some years, bu t he was so long in making up his mind th a t I  thought he 
had given up the idea. H e is making a somewhat precarious living in M ontana by 
wolfing, and has tried to induce others to join him.

Constable W righ t deserted on the night of the 31st Ju ly . H e had had two attacks 
of appendicitis w ithin a short time, and may a ttrib u te  his recovery therefrom to D octor 
M ewburn’s skill and attention. H e would have been operated upon on the second 
occasion, bu t for scarlet fever being in the air.

HORSES.

W e have received but one rem ount during the year, viz., a wheeler for our gray 
team, which I  fear is on its last legs. The two little  Oregon bred leaders, which have 
been working steadily since 1888, are growing too old for fast work.

Reg. No. 1324, an old horse th a t has done a great deal of work, broke his near fore 
leg above the fetlock while running on herd a t St. M ary’s, on the 12th, March and had 
to be destroyed.

15—5
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One of two horses which went to England for the jubilee died a t sea, and one very 
old saddle horse was sold to ex-Constable Randle for $15.

W e have some horses th a t might be cast and sold, bu t there is no m arket for them
in this neighbourhood.

SADDLERY AND HARNESS.

I  estimated last year for one new set of four-in-hand harness, and the saddler says 
now th a t there are two sets which will require renewal nex t year. Ten collars are 
almost beyond further work. The three new saddles we received from Calgary are 
satisfactory. W e require new stable halters, and reins.

FORAGE.

Contracts were let this year for fifty tons of hay in stack a t $9.98, and fifty tons of 
baled hay a t $9.49 per ton. These prices are lower than usual. Baled hay is in great 
demand by the contractors along the Crow’s N est Railway and there was quite an  oat 
famine for some weeks. Our oats are costing us 39 cents per bushel.

TRANSPORT.

Our heavy wagons are in a deplorable condition and we require a t least two new ones 
w ith the extreme probability of a th ird  one being required in the spring. I  estim ated 
last year th a t two new ones would be required, but they were not supplied in consequence 
of the contemplated reduction of the post.

Of six wagons a t the various outposts, five are old and worn out and not fit for the 
road. They merely answer the purpose of hauling manure from the stables, Arc. T hat 
a t  St. M ary’s requires a new box, which will be made here, and will then be in service
able condition. Of the six wagons now in the post only one is fit for the road a t the 
time of writing. W e have almost incredible difficulty in obtaining suitable m aterial 
for replacing broken and worn out spokes and felloes, and to th a t difficulty is a ttr ib u t
able part of the present trouble. The broad gauge Schuttler wagon is the most service
able pattern  for these parts, and the H udson’s Bay Company are the only people who 
deal in it  ; w hether it  is th a t the makers do not like supplying spare parts or not, I  
cannot say, bu t the fact remains th a t it  is very difficult to get them.

Our light transport is in fair condition. I  am asking for a new set of wheels 
and axle arms for the double buckboard a t Pendant d ’Oreille, and for one new double 
and one new single buckboard. The buckboards in the division have all been running 
for many years, and the roads are hard on them.

CLOTHING.

The present scarcity of long boots would be alleviated if men could obtain on 
repaym ent the English cavalry boots, of which a few pairs were sent here three years 
ago. A t $5 they were wonderful value for the money, and men would be only too glad 
to buy them.

BARRACKS.

W e have been steadily plodding along at barrack repairs as labour and opportunity  
have allowed. J

The division mess room has been replastered by outside labour a t a cost of $97 (a 
special g ran t for the purpose), and the room is now comfortable and sightly.

W e have fortunately had a good carpenter, and ou t of the $600 g ran t for general 
repairs we have tar-papered and re-sided the west front of the quarterm aster’s store, 
division office and the sergeants’ mess, together w ith the west ends of both stables.
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The west is the quarter of the prevailing winds. A  serviceable porch has also been 
bu ilt on to the quarterm aster’s store, fronting westward. The building which contains 
officers’ quarters No. 2 and the orderly room, has also been tar-papered and re-sided, and 
the platform in  front, which had become unsafe, has been replaced.

M inor repairs include a new roof for the icehouse ; a new galvanized iron chimney 
for thg hospital, with repairs to the brickwork ; a new chimney for officers’ quarters 
No. 3 ; repairs to barracks and paddock, fences and gates, stable floors, roofs of black
sm ith’s shop and orderly room, and plaster on wall of guard room.

The same $600 g ran t has furnished pain t for all the  resided buildings, as well as 
for the officers’ quarters No. 3, the hospital and latrines.

I  am sorry to say our pain ter is about to take his discharge on expiration of ser
vice, for there still remains considerable work to be done on the stables and artisans’ 
shops.

W e miss Staff Sergeant Davis’s help when carpentering work is to be done, and our 
loss is not alleviated by the news th a t his capabilities are much appreciated on the 
Yukon.

TELEPHONES.

Early in the  present year we assumed charge of the A .R. & C. Co.’s telegraph line 
between Lethbridge and Macleod. I t  was converted into a telephone system, with 
three instrum ents, one in this office, another in the orderly room a t Macleod and a th ird  
a t  K ipp detachment, halfway between the two places. W hen the Crow’s N est branch 
was begun Mr. Haney, the  manager of construction, asked if we could lend the line to 
him for railway purposes. H e undertook to do our work gratis, and to restore the 
telephones and leave the line in good order on completion of his work. W ith  your per
mission this proposition was accepted, and i t  has been a great convenience to the public, 
who could thus carry on their business by telegraph from the C .P.R . office, instead of 
coming up here to telephone a t no less inconvenience to us than  themselves.

The Cardston telephone system is a great convenience when it  is in working order, 
which is not often.

I  beg to inclose a re tu rn  of criminal cases tried in this district, together w ith a 
re tu rn  of the distances travelled by the horses of the division during the past year, a 
d istribution sta te  of the division during the summer of 1897, another of the division on 
the 30th November, 1897, and a map of the district.

I  also beg to inclose the reports of the medical officer and of the veterinary staff 
sergeant.

I  have to honour to be sir,
Y our obedient servant,

R. B URTON  D E A N E ,
Supt. Comdg. “ ÜT”  Division.

15—5*
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a p p e n d i x  e .

A N N U A L  R E PO R T  OF S U P E R IN T E N D E N T  A. H . G R IE SB A C H , COM M AN D 
IN G  “ G ” D IV IS IO N , 1897.

N o r t h - W e s t  M o u n t e d  P o l i c e , “ G ’ D i v i s i o n ,

F o r t  S a s k a t c h e w a n , 1st December, 1897.

The Commissioner,
North-west Mounted Police,

Regina.

Sir,—I have the honour to subm it the following as my annual report of “ G 
Division and the district under my command for the year ended the oOth November, 
1897.

GENERAL STATE OF THE DISTRICT.

Never, do I  believe has this d istrict been in such a prosperous and flourishing con
dition as i t  is a t present, the crops are abundant and have well ripened during the past 
summer, and good m arkets are open for them in the south and west, viz., Kootenai 
and the Crow’s N est Road.

The merchants are busy handling the grain as it  is brought from the thresher and 
they (the merchants) are paying out cash this season to the farmer, a blessing he has 
hitherto  not had.

The Government creameries are all open for the winter, providing the farmers send 
in a sufBcient quantity  of milk to pay expenses.

Stock owners are well provided with forage for the coming winter, their animals 
are in good shape and beef is always saleable.

The various towns and settlements in the district have responded to the flourishing 
condition of their surroundings in many ways, grain warehouses have been erected or 
rented, private residences have been enlarged, stores have been built, en tertainm ents 
are well patronized, and are more frequent than  in the past, banks report paper met 
promptly, and payments appear to be made with greater ease th an  ever before ; all of 
which denotes prosperity.

E ight new elevators have been erected along the line of the Calgary and Edmonton 
Railway between Red Deer and Edmonton this season. This record is one th a t is not 
surpassed in many parts of M anitoba and the Territories, and should be accepted as 
ample proof as to the value of the season’s crop and of the capabilities of the country 
for the future.

F u r has been plentiful, over $200,000 worth being purchased in Edmonton, 
exclusive of the H udson’s Bay Co.

During the season, besides the usual “ Grizzly ” workers, there have been in opera
tion upon the Saskatchewan River, 12 dredges of various construction, some worked by 
steam, some by horse power, others by hand, these dredges, with one or two exceptions 
have made good pay, bu t it  is impossible to give any figures as regards the quantities 
taken out by them, as each dredge owner claimed th a t he had a “ K londike ” in  his 
machine, and they were all very reticent about giving any figures, bu t i t  is sufficient to  
say th a t they are all going to work again next spring w ith improved machinery, etc.

A  mining syndicate from Nebraska was operating a “ concen tra to r” during the 
la tte r  part of the summer on a bar about three miles above F o rt Saskatchewan. Their 
machinery, consisting of three concentrating tables, separators, etc., was set up on the
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sand and was worked by electricity, the in tention  being to experim ent during the 
summer, and if the result of the ir experiments reached the ir expectations they intend 
starting  again in the spring. The result evidently was satisfactory, as their managing 
director stated  on leaving here th a t he would be back again in the spring w ith improved 
machinery, and would build a boat and commence operations.

D uring the early spring the residents of th a t part of this d is tric t bordering on the 
Saskatchewan R iver were put in  a state of mild excitem ent owing to the fact th a t the 
“ black sand ’’ lying upon the  edges of the banks and on the bottom of the  river was 
found out to be more or less valuable, some process having been discovered by which it 
can be successfully washed. A  great num ber of claims were staked. The excitem ent 
has somewhat abated bu t will, no doubt, arise again upon the advent of spring.

A bout $45,000 worth of gold was purchased by the banks and m erchants of E d
monton during the past year, besides this am ount there has no doubt, been a good deal 
sent out of the country in other ways.

DETACHMENTS.

The division furnishes the following outposts, viz. :—

Edmonton.

One officer, one non-commissioned officer, three constables, one in terpreter, one 
special constable and six horses.

South Edmonton.

The northern  term inus of the Calgary and Edmonton Railway. One constable and 
one horse.

St. Albert.

One non-commissioned officer and two horses.

Lac Ste. Anne.

One constable and one horse.

Beaver Lake.

One constable and two horses.

Wetaskiwin.

One constable and one horse.
This place is a flourishing town on the line of the Calgary and,Edm onton Railway.

Red Deer.

D ne non-commissioned officer, one constable and four horses.

Edna.

One non-commissioned officer, one in terp re ter and two horses. 

. Innisfail.

One constable and one horse.
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Lammerton.

One constable, one horse.

Athabasca Landing.

One constable.

Lesser Slave Lake.

Two constables, one in terpreter and two pack ponies.

Fort Chippewyan.

One constable.

PATROLS.

These perm anent detachments patrol thoroughly the different districts in which 
they are stationed.

Early in January  last, a party consisting of Inspector A. M. Jarv is, Staff Sergeant 
H etherington and two dog drivers with dogs, visited Saddle Lake, Good Fish Lake, 
Lac La Biche, F ort McMurray, Sm ith’s Landing, F o rt Smith and F ort Resolution, 
returning from Resolution to Chippewyan they proceeded via F o rt Vermillion, and 
Lesser Slave Lake to the A thabasca Landing, arriving back' a t F o rt Saskatchewan about 
the middle of April.

In  July , Inspector A. E. Snyder, accompanied by constables Sm ith and McClelland 
and guide W. Taylor, equipped with pack ponies, etc., left Edm onton to patrol the coun
try  to the Jasper Pass and to re turn  via Lesser Slave Lake. They visited en route Lac 
Ste Anne, the most westerly detachm ent of “ G ” Division, Island Lake (this is th e  
locality where the murder occurred a year ago, and for which Kam-me-kow-gate and 
Charlie Joachim were each sentenced to ten years in the penitentiary) and Jasper House, 
Sturgeon Lake, Grand Prairie, Dunvegan, Peace R iver and Slave Lake in the unorgan
ized portions of the Territories.

The trails were for the most part bad, running through a country composed altern 
ately of bu rn t and fallen timber, green poplar and prairie, and traversing mile after 
mile of bad muskeg. On the 28th of Ju ly  the party  crossed the  McLeod River, which 
is a considerable stream of 200 yards in width, with easy approaches, and from accounts 
received appears to be rich in gold, and is worked by the half-breeds from Lac Ste 
Anne. The gold being found in pockets above high w ater mark, and not on bars below 
high w ater mark as it  is on the Saskatchewan, A thabasca and other gold producing 
rivers. The party  reached the A thabasca R iver a t Cache Pecotte on 2nd A ugust, and 
the Jasper House on the 3rd, returning to Cache Pecotte the party  picked up some of 
the outfit th a t had been left there en route to Jasper House, and proceeded to Sturgeon 
Lake, which they found to be a nice body of water, ten or twelve miles long by three or 
four broad, containing quantities of whitefish. The country about the lake is prairie, 
upon which many of the Indians have built houses as w inter quarters. There are up
wards of 40 houses, each w ith a garden in which very fine potatoes are grown.

From fifty miles south of this lake to the L ittle  Smoky R iver the party  travelled 
on the trail which is used by parties en route to the Yukon, this tra il was found to be 
good. From Sturgeon Lake there are two trails one via G rand P rairie which is about 
twenty miles the longer, the other direct to Dunvegan, the party  travelled by the  first 
named, and on reaching the Grand Prairie found i t  to be a  fine stre tch  of country tw enty  
by th irty  miles, interspersed w ith lakes, creeks, etc. The feed on the  prairie is mag- 
nificient and well adapted to cattle raising, and when a road is opened up the land will 
no doubt be speedily taken up for th a t purpose.
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To the north of the prairie, between i t  and Spirit R iver is a tim bered plateau 1,200 
feet high, through which the Dunvegan tra il runs; th is tra il is good. Dunvegan was 
reached on the 13th September, and the patrol rem ained there until the  16th, when i t  
left for the Peace River, sixty miles d istan t over a good wagon road and through a 
prairie country. The Peace R iver was reached on the n igh t of the 17th September, 
and was found to consist of a settlem ent w ith a population of between 60 and 80 souls, 
including the Church Missions, whites and half breeds.

From Peace R iver settlem ent to Peace R iver landing is a distance of 15 miles over 
a hilly wagon road. The river a t the landing is 500 yards broad and very deep. J u s t  
above the landing is the confluence of the Big Smoky and H ea rt R ivers w ith the Peace, 
both entering from the south.

There is a wagon road from the landing to Lesser Slave Lake, d is tan t about 96 
miles ; leaving the landing there is a heavy grade of about 2 miles to the plateau above, 
and the balance of the road is very bad, being worn into very deep holes from traffic. 
The settlem ent a t Lesser Slave Lake was reached on the 23rd September, and a stop 
was made there until the 30th, when the party  left for Edm onton via F o rt Assiniboine, 
reaching Edmonton on 15th October.

Two pack ponies and Horse Reg. No. 1875 were left behind, the la tte r on the Grand 
Prairie, the ponies a t Lesser Slave Lake.

W hen a t the Big Smoky River, Constable Smith cu t his foot severely w ith an axe, 
Inspector Snyder dressed the wound and fixed the injured man as comfortably as possible 
on a saddle with the cut foot elevated over the horse’s neck, and conveyed him to the Spirit 
River, a journey of four days, from there to Slave Lake in a wagon, and from Slave Lake 
to A thabasca landing in a canoe, from thence to Edmonton by trail. Constable Sm ith’s 
wound is now healed and he has returned to duty.

Early in September last a party  consisting of one officer, one constable, two Royal 
M ilitary College graduates, and two packers and guides, w ith 31 pack ponies, left E d
monton to take the overland route to the Yukon via Lac Ste Anne, Sturgeon Lake and 
F o rt St. John.

In  the same month a party  consisting of T. W. Chalmers, North-west Government 
Engineer, one non-commissioned officer, one constable and one guide, furnished w ith 9 pack 
ponies and two Red R iver carts, left Edmonton to locate a road to Lesser Slave Lake via 
old Fort Assiniboine. This party  returned on the 7th of November and reported th a t a 
road could be cut through over the route taken by them  a t very little  cost.

Patrols from headquarters have visited Edna, M anawan, Crooked Rapids, Saddle 
Lake, Goodfish Lake, W hitefish L ike , H ay Creek, Lac La Biche, Pigeon Lake and 
numerous other small settlements.

Owing to the weakness of the divisio* I  could not carry on such a regular system 
of patrols as I  could wish, bu t the best was done w ith the means a t my disposal.

ASSISTANCE TO INDIAN DEPARTMENT.

Any demands made on the police were prom ptly m et and attended to. The usual 
escorts were given and sent to the Hobbema, Stony P lain and Saddle Lake Agencies, the 
payments on each of these agencies passed off" in a quiet and orderly manner.

CRIME.

I  should say, considering the rapid immigration, th a t crime is on the decrease, only 
two cases of a serious nature having occurred in the district, one of murder, and one 
which has not yet come to trial, of m anslaughter, both cases are mentioned elsewhere.

The num ber of cases tried in the d is tric t in 1896 was 254, this year they am ount 
to 236 as per schedule attached.
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Classified summary of crimes in “ G ” division district, 1896-1897
Offences against the adm inistration of law and ju s tic e ................
Offences against religion, morals and public convenience..............
Offences against the person and repu ta tion ......................................
Offences against the rights of property, e tc ......................................
Offences against N .W . ordinances.......................................................
Offences under Indian  A c t ........... .........................................................

Total 236

DISCIPLINE AND CONDUCT.

The discipline and conduct of the division during the past year has been good, the 
number of breaches of discipline being very small.

One constable was dismissed.

DRILL, TARGET PRACTICE, ETC.

Owing to the weakness of the division and number of patrols sent out not much 
drill was done except in the early spring, when all available men were p u t through a 
course of “ setting up ” and “ arm ” drill.

The annual target practice was gone on with as men were available.

LECTURES.

Lectures were delivered weekly during the w inter months by Inspector H ow ard 
and V eterinary Staff Sergeant Sweetapple.

PHYSIQUE.

The physique of the division was up to the standard.

CLOTHING AND KIT.

The clothing and k it supplied is of good quality, bu t the long boots do not wear as 
they should.

RECRUITS.

Two recruits were engaged here during the past year.
Six non-commissioned officers and seven constables re-engaged for a fu rther term  of 

service.
E ight constables were discharged in consequence of the expiration of the ir term  of 

service, two were allowed to purchase, one was dismissed and one deserted.

HEALTH.

The health of the division has been good. One case of scarlet fever and two cases 
of measles occurred, bu t owing to the precautions taken these diseases did not spread.

HORSES.

The horses belonging to the division are in good order and condition. A num ber 
of minor complaints and injuries occurred during the year, none, however, proving serious,
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except in the case of Reg. No. 2083, which broke its neck when picketed out a t 
Lamerton.

Ten horses were cast, sold and struck off the strength  during the year.
To equip the Jasper patrol, 9 pack ponies were purchased, 31 for the Y ukon over

land patrol, and 3 for the Slave Lake patrol.
The horses on detachm ent were frequently inspected by V eterinary Staff-Sergeant 

Sweetapple, and have always been found to be well cared for.
The distance travelled by horses of this division during the past year was 153,709 

miles, exclusive of over 2,000 miles covered by dogs, and the mileage for Inspector 
Moodie’s party now en route to the Yukon via the overland route.

ARMS, AMMUNITION AND ARTILLERY.

The carbines of the  division are in good order and repair, as are also the pistols. 
A ll arms requiring repairs were sent to Regina, and have all been returned. I  have no 
artillery  in my charge.

DESERTIONS.

One constable, viz., Reg. 1414, Constable J . H . Burke, deserted when .on leave.

SAVINGS BANK DEPOSITS.

The men of my division generally bank their money in one of the chartered banks, 
only a few of them preferring the Government Savings Bank. The am ount deposited 
this year in the Dominion Savings Bank was $1,061.05.

HARNESS AND SADDLERY.

The harness is in good order and condition. The saddles are in fair order. A ll 
repairs necessary to harness and saddlery are done by a local civilian saddler.

TRANSPORT.

The transport is in good order and condition, none being bought or required dur- 
the  year.

FORAGE.

The contract prices of oats this year are as follows, viz. :—

F ort Saskatchewan.....................................................  26 cents per bush.
E dm onton ............................................... ......................  23 do do
Red Deer........................................................................  33£ do do

The hay is of good quality and costs a t :

F o rt Saskatchew an.................................................. $6 00 per ton.
E dm onton ..................................................................... 5 00 do
St. A lbert (no contract, purchased as required.) 3 50 do

FUEL.

Wood is used a t F o rt Saskatchewan all over the barracks w ith the exception of 
the latrines, hospital, canteen and engine house, in which places coal is burned.
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Contract price for wood a t :

F ort Saskatchewan is . . 
St. A lbert ....................

Coal costs a t :

F o rt Saskatchew an.. . . 
Edm onton......................

$1 40 per cord. 
1 50 do

$2 75 per ton. 
1 75 do

TELEGKAPH AND TELEPHONE LINES.

The Government Telegraph Service has a wire running from Edmonton, east via 
B attleford to Qu’Appelle, with offices a t Fort Saskatchewan (village), F o rt Saskatchewan 
(barracks), Victoria, Saddle Lake, Moose Creek, Onion Lake and F o rt P itt.

During the year a wire was stretched from Saddle Lake to F a ther Lacombe’s half- 
breed colony a t Egg Lake (north.)

The Roman Catholic Mission has a telephone line of the ir own running from the 
Bishop’s Palace in St. A lbert to the church a t Morinville, near L ittle  Egg Lake, a 
distance of 12 miles.

The town of Edmonton has a complete telephone system, having connection w ith 
St. A lbert and South Edmonton.

FIRE PROTECTION.

A fire engine, complete with all necessary hose appliances, etc., is kept in .a small 
building situated in the centre of the barrack square, and in close proximity to all 
buildings except the hospital.

A  tank which holds over 2500 gallons of w ater is situated under the engine house, 
and is kept filled from a well close to it  aqd under the same roof.

The necessary precautions are taken against fire, the buildings all being supplied 
w ith babcocks, fire buckets, w ater barrels, etc.

WATER SUPPLY.

Saskatchewan R iver water is still used for all purposes here and a t Edmonton. 
There are two wells a t this post bu t the w ater is not used for drinking purposes.

ROADS.

The roads in this part of the district are for the most pa rt good and passable, much 
good work having beendone by sta tu te  labour, and also by the N orth-w est Government, 
under the supervision of Engineer T. W. Chalmers.

The grades leading to the ferry here have also been much improved by the ferry 
committee.

The trail leading from Edmonton to the A thabasca Landing was surveyed during 
the summer.

Some complaints were received re settlers fencing up old trails, these complaints 
were turned over to the local member of the district, in each case.

BRIDGES.

The bridges in this district, have in many cases been overhauled and repaired, some 
are still in need of repair and have been brought to the notice of the Territorial Engineer.

A  combined traffic and railway bridge is now in course of construction across the  
Saskatchewan R iver a t Edmonton, which, when finished, will be a source of g reat con-
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venience to the  combined town of Edmonton and South Edmonton, as well as to the  
d is tric t generally.

FERRIES.

There were five ferries in operation in this d istric t during the past year, viz., two 
a t Edmonton, one a t V ictoria, one a t Crooked Rapids and one a t F o rt Saskatchewan. 
The last mentioned was purchased by the North-west Government during the year from Mr. 
Joseph Lamoureux, and is now run under the management of a committee taken  from 
some of the prom inent business men in the village, and the crossings are now much 
cheaper than  in former years.

A  bridge being in course of construction a t Edmonton, will do away w ith the  ferries 
a t  th a t point when finished.

LIQUOR LAWS.

Tho license system is in vogue in some parts of the district. Infractions of the  
law as regards the selling of liquor to Indians, etc., have been dealt w ith and the 
offenders punished. Perm its for over 250 gallons of wine and whisky were cancelled 
by members of my command doing duty in the prohibited districts.

GLANDERS AND LUMPY JAW.

In  several parts of the d istrict glanders was found to exist. Staff Sergeant 
Sweetapple visited several farms a t Innisfail, Dried M eat Lake and Edmonton, and in 
all cases where the disease was found to exist, the animals were destroyed and the 
usual instructions as to proper disinfecting given. I  believe the disease is now thor
oughly stamped out.

In  the following districts individual cases of “ Lumpy J a w ” were found, viz. :— 
Innisfail, Lacombe, W etaskiw in, South Edmonton and surrounding locality. In  each 
case where the disease was in an advanced stage the animals were destroyed, and in the 
earlier stages of the disease, treatm ent was prescribed and the animals quarantined 
un til recovery occurred.

A n outbreak of “ sym ptom atic” an thrax  occurred a tS tony  P lain in February ,prom pt 
action being taken, the disease was confined to one farm, so no serious loss resulted.

In  October, Staff-Segt. Sweetapple visited W im bleton D istrict, where some fcattle had 
died suddenly, and on an examination he found th a t the animals in question had died 
from anthrax. The carcases of these animals were ordered to be burnt, and instructions 
given to the settlers to remove all cattle from the low, wet and swampy locality to  
where i t  was higher and dry. Since then no fu rther deaths have occurred.

Several settlers living nearPonoka have lost a num ber of horses, and on Staff-Segt. 
Sweetapple’s visit there he found the disease from which they were suffering to be 
typhoid fever. Instructions were given as to care and treatm ent, which la tte r was not 
very successful owing to the fact th a t the stock affected were for the most pa rt young, 
and resisted violently any attem pt to handle them.

Staff Sergeant Sweetapple visited H ay Lakes in May last for the purpose of apply
ing the “ tuberculin ” test to a num ber of cattle  there, bu t found they had not been 
handled sufficiently, and their surrroundings were most unfavourable to a satisfactory 
test. H e reports the cattle in good condition and apparently in the best of health.

SETTLEMENT AND AGRICULTURE.

Im m igration this year has been fair only, b u t owing to good crops and the general 
prosperity of the district, I  anticipate during the coming year the advent of a large 
num ber of a good class of settlers, and all the inform ation I  have points to th is being 
the case.
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The crops throughout the district were abundant and good, both in yield and 
quality. Potatoes were not such a good crop as last year. Stock has all done well and 
beef animals are being disposed of a t enhanced prices.

Several new steam threshers have been purchased by different persons and p u t to 
work, and from all I  can learn there is work for several more. The good crops and 
growing prosperity of the country have had the effect of causing the farmers to invest in 
improved farm machinery, and I  understand th a t the dealers in agricultural machinery 
are well pleased w ith the result of the year’s operations. Outside of the sales made by 
the Massey-Harris Company, about $30,000 worth of implements, machinery, etc., was 
sold in the district, during the past season.

RANCHING PROSPECTS.

There are no ranches of any size in the district, all the  cattle  being owned by 
farmers who have bunches ranging from 25 to 300 head. Several farm ers own small 
flocks of sheep.

CREAMERIES.

There are several creameries in operation in my district, and I  have been informed 
th a t they have been most successful this year, and th a t there is every prospect of 
increasing the industry during the coming year.

The creamery a t Edmonton shows an ou tput from the 7th of Ju n e  to the 3th Octo
ber of 27,380 lbs. of butter.

The Red Deer creamery turned out 30,154 lbs. of b u tte r during the season.
There are two private cheese factories in the Iclandic settlem ent near Red Deer 

which turned out over 10 tons of cheese during the past season.
Separating stations have been established a t Bowden, on the line of the Calgary 

and Edmonton Railway, during the season, also a t F o rt Saskatchewan.

GAME.

Ducks and geese are fairly plentiful this year. P rairie  chicken and rabbits scarce, 
b u t increasing. Moose, elk and deer are said to be plentiful in the Beaver H ills and 
other wooded portions of the district, such as the A thabasca and Lac la Nonne countries.

FISHERIES.

The. police have rendered every assistance to the fishery overseer in this d istrict, and 
in  several instances act as fish guardians, and as a  result I  am told th a t fish are again on 
the increase.

Good catches of whitefish were made a t Lac La Biche, W hitefish Lake and Saddle 
Lake. The la tte r was supposed to have been exhausted.

GENERAL EQUIPMENT.

The equipment is in good order and repair and sufficient for our present needs.

DEATHS.

I  regret to say th a t Mrs. Howard, wife of Inspector H oward, died here on the  15th 
of A ugust last.
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BARRACK FURNITURE.

Boards and trestles are still in use in this division.
The barrack rooms are well supplied w ith benches, tables, etc., made by our own 

carpenter.
D uring the past year the mess room has been furnished w ith new tables, fitted on 

to iron frames, also chairs, both common and arm.
I  strongly recommend th a t iron cots be supplied for use of the men, they would be 

healthier, cleaner and cheaper and would add greatly to the appearance of the rooms.

DRAINS.

The drains have been inspected and repaired where necessary.

IMPROVEMENTS TO BARRACKS.

I  have little  to report on this head. No new buildings have been 
the past year.

A  new floor was laid in Nos. 1 and 2 barrack rooms.
A  large porch was added to the division kitchen, a t the back of the
The stable floors were repaired whenever necessary.

IMPROVEMENTS STILL NECESSARY.

New quarters for use of an inspector are badly needed, also a new guard-room, the 
present one being totally  unfit to meet the requirements.

The sergeants’ mess and quarters require new foundations, new floors and to be 
sided.

A  small kitchen built on to the hospital would be a great convenience, and add to 
its efficiency.

erected during

mess room.

INDIANS.

The conduct of the Indians in this d istric t has, on the whole, been good, and I  
understand th a t they are in a fairly prosperous condition.

The only serious crime committed was the murdeT of a squaw on the Stony Plain 
Reserve, for which a man named “ Muskego ” was arrested, committed for trial and 
acquitted a t the last sitting  of the Supreme Court a t Edmonton.

RELIEF TO HALF-BREEDS.

No relief to half-breeds has been given by me during the past year, neither have 
any cases of destitution been brought to my notice.

RAILWAYS.

There is only one railway in my district i.e., the Calgary and Edmonton branch of 
the Canadian Pacific Railway, which up to the 1st of November last, ran two tra ins 
weekly between Edmonton and Calgary, since then, however, a th ird  one has been pu t 
on, bu t which does not carry mails.

CANTEEN.

Is  still open, bu t owing to the small number of men a t headquarters, i t  is not 
possible to make i t  pay expenses, and i t  will necessarily soon be closed, unless the 
strength  of the division is increased.
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PRAIRIE FIRES.

Owing no doubt to the increased carefulness exhibited by the average settler and 
the freighters, also to the instructions and warnings given to new coiners by the police 
and the newly appointed fire guardians, I  am happy to say th a t the damage and loss 
incurred by prairie fires during the past season was comparatively small.

Fires were seen starting  up on several different occasions along the line of the Calgary 
and Edmonton Railway, and the supposition is th a t they were started  by sparks from 
the engine. I  am, however, waiting instructions from you, and also for more information 
in these cases before taking proceedings. The only damage done by the above mentioned 
fires was to grazing lands, and a few rails burnt.

There were 17 convictions obtained against different parties during the season, for 
setting out prairie fires and leaving camp fires burning, or not extinguishing them 
properly. Fourteen cases were dismissed and one man was allowed to go on suspended 
sentence.

Inspector Jarv is obtained three convictions on his northern  trip  against persons for 
setting fire to the bush. On the U pper Peace R iver he found especially th a t vast fires 
had driven off the game and consequently improvished many of the Indians. The 
Indians themselves have been known to burn off moose ranges and consequently large 
tracts of country.

Travellers of all kinds, including missionaries of every denomination, traders and 
Hudson Bay Co’s, servants, prior to the advent of Inspector Ja rv is  and the police into 
the unorganized portions of the North-west Territories, were very careless as regards 
leaving their camp fires burning, bu t the repeated warnings given to them and other 
travellers by our men stationed in the north, have greatly lessened the evil.

I  have again to complain of the tardiness and unwillingness of settlers in some parts 
of my district in turning out to fight fire, they imagine they should only be called out 
when their own particular poperty is in danger. The recent appointm ent of fire 
guardians throughout the different settlements should be the means of settlers being 
more promptly a t the scene of the fire, than when members of the force had to ride long 
distances to ascertain the locality of the fire.

I t  is my conviction th a t the general origin of fall fires is the burning of guards 
around stacks. A n amendment to the ordinance prohibiting the lighting of fires, 
except for domestic purposes, during the day, i.e. between sunrise and sunset, would 
tend to lessen the evil, as parties burning guards could better watch the flames then  
than  in the daylight.

OCCURRENCES AND INCIDENTS.

The Honourable the M inister of the In terio r visited Edm onton on the 15th of 
November, travelling by the regular train. H e attended a public meeting held a t 
Robertson’s Hall, Edmonton, and was present a t a banquet given by the Board of Trade 
of Edmonton, in the evening of the day of his arrival. H e proceeded south by the 
regular tra in  next day.

On the 2 1 s t of J  une all available men, accompanied by the band, marched to 
Edmonton for the purpose of assisting in the celebration of H er Most Gracious M ajesty’s 
Diamond Jubilee, which I  am happy to say passed off most successfully. Before re
turning to headquarters, the division was entertained a t a banquet tendered by Major 
McDougall, of Edmonton, a t which you were present.

In  connection with the Diamond Jubilee, I  may mention th a t two members of my 
division, viz : Staff-Sergeant Brooke, A .R ., and Sergeant Byrne, G .W ., had the honour 
of taking part in the jubilee procession held in London, England, on the 22nd of Ju n e  
1897.

On the 10th of June  last, V eterinary Safft Sergeant Sweetapple was sent to 
Calgary for the purpose of meeting the Dominion V eterinarian, Dr. M cEachran,—while 
there Sweetapple underwent an oral and w ritten  exam ination on different subjects in 
connection with his profession, the result of which was th a t he was appointed a veter-
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inary inspector for this district, for the purpose of carrying out the provisions of the 
Animals Contagious Diseases Act.

D uring the month of June, owing to the unprecedented rains, the river rose to an 
abnormal height, carrying away the ferry cable, and the ferry itself waB carried down 
the river a considerable distance, before i t  was recovered. This sta te  of affairs caused 
considerable am ount of inconvenience to the settlers living on both sides of the river, 
bu t fortunately no lives were lost.

D uring the season the H udson’s Bay Company’s steamer, the “ N orth-w est” made 
two trips from Prince A lbert to Edmonton, and one from Edm onton to V ictoria, w ith 
the casings and appliances for the oil boring operations now going on a t th a t point.

Boring for oil is also going on a t the Pelican Rapids, a point 100 miles down the 
Athabasoa R iver from the “ Landing.” The p lant w ith which the work is being done 
was moved from the A thabasca Landing after three years’ unsuccessful trial, bu t I  am 
given to understand th a t the indications at both V ictoria and Pelican Rapids are most 
promising.

A t 1 o’clock a.m., of the 16th July , when a t Edmonton, I  was called up and in
formed th a t an Ind ian  woman named “ Emma ” or “ L ittle  Duck ” had been found dead 
on Stony Plain, w ith every indication of having been murdered. I  immediately des
patched a constable and an in terpre ter to the scene of the alleged murder, directing the 
constable to send me a report of what information he could gather as early as possible. 
A bout noon of the same day I  received his report, and on seeing the nature of it, I  
notified the coroner to go out, taking a jury  w ith him, as it  would be impossible to get 
one a t the place where the m urder was committed. I  also considered it  necessary th a t 
an  autopsy should be held ; this was done, an inquest was also held, and a verdict of 
“ death by s trangu la tion” returned.

From information received, I  considered it  adviseable to arrest one “ Muskego’,” a 
half-breed, who had been living w ith “L ittle  D uck” and who had been seen quarrelling 
w ith her on the day of the murder, and who had disappeared prior to the discovery of 
the woman’s body. I t  was some days before “Muskego” could be located, bu t a t m id
night on the 17th July , he was arrested by Corporal Macdonald and Constable H arding, 
in  a  shack near South Edmonton.

I  held a prelim inary investigation and committed him for tria l a t the next sitting  
of the Supreme Court to be held a t Edmonton.

On the 16th October last he was acquitted of m urder and released.
On the 31st of October, one Fred Belter, a youth, 14 years of age, was committed for 

tria l on a charge of manslaughter.
I t  appears th a t he and another boy about 16 years old, named Newbold, were 

engaging in a friendly wrestling match ; Belter, who was getting  the worst of it, got angry 
and taking out his pocket knife stabbed Newbold in the neck, severing the outside 
veins, from the effects of which wound Newbold died next day.

Belter is now in the guardroom here awaiting trial.
On the 10th of A ugust a man named Jules Marois was found dead on the tra il 

near St. A lbert.
Coroner B raithw aite was notified by Corporal Casault, he proceeded to examine the 

body and make inquiries into the case, bu t did not consider an inquest necessary.
On the 19th of A ugust a young married Galician woman named W ytas was brought 

to the barracks from Edna settlement, suffering from a gun shot wound in the left 
breast, accidentaly inflicted by a young boy who was cleaning a shot gun. The wound 
was dressed by Dr. Aylen, who made the woman as comfortable as possible and sent her 
on to Edmonton to the General H ospital there. She lingered for several days, bu t u lti
mately died from the effects of the wound.

On the evening of the same date (19th A ugust) an ex-Policeman named John  Mew- 
hortw as found lying on the prairie about three miles from the barracks in a dying condition, 
he having been badly burned by a prairie fire, which he had started  himself, he was also 
suffering from the effects of a sunstroke which he had evidently received during the 
afternoon.

From w hat could be learned from him it appears th a t he was working a t his hay, 
the day was a very warm one, and being overcome by the heat and not feeling very well
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he hitched up his team determining to go home, after getting  into his wagon (which had 
some loose hay in it), he attem pted to light his pipe, after this he remembered nothing.

My opinion is, th a t the hay in the wagon got on fire from the m atch which he used 
in his endeavour to light his pipe, the team (which was a young one)seeing the flame from 
the burning hay, ran away, and threw  him out, the hay scattering about setting fire to  
the prairie. The team ultim ately ran in to  a tree, and broke loose from the wagon, which 
was badly smashed up, and the box burned by the fire.

M ewhort was brought into barracks, taken to the hospital and carefully a ttended 
to by Dr. Aylen, who succeeded in bringing him around, dressing the wounds which 
were very severe. For some days he appeared to get better, a change took place, how
ever, and he gradually got weaker until he died, on the 18th of October.

Owing to M ewhort’s condition when found, and afterw ards, i t  was not possible to 
send him to the General Hospital a t Edmonton.

On the 30th A ugust my chief interpreter, Charles Henderson, had his righ t arm 
broken in Edmonton, whilst assisting to brand pack ponies, he is now almost well.

On the 6th November, the steam saw and grist mill owned by Mr. Brox, of 
W etaskiwin, and situated about six miles north from there, on the Big Stone Creek, 
was totally destroyed by fire, together w ith 400 bushels of w heat and some logs and 
lumber.

The burning of this mill wjll be a great loss to the community, as they got their 
flour for home use ground there, also their logs sawn, now they will have to go to 
Edmonton, a distance of 40 miles.

A woman named Mrs. Lilac, wife of a half-breed living on the B attle River, came 
to her death on the 25th of September last, by eating son*e poisonous roots, supposed to 
have been parsnips.

Constable McGillycuddy investigated this case, and as there were no grounds to  
suspect foul play, and no suspicious circumstances in connection w ith her death, i t  was 
considered unnecessary to hold an inquest.

On the 4th of October, it  was reported to Constable McGillycuddy th a t a boy named 
Brederson, living a t M eeting Creek, had been missing since the 2nd inst., upon which 
date the boy had left his home to hunt for some cattle. The settlers turned out en masse 
and assisted by the police scoured the country for the youth, who found his way home 
the following day (5th inst.), having been three whole days w ithout food.

On the 6th October, Mr. Gee, a settler living four miles east of Red Deer, lost his 
house and its contents through a spark having set fire to it.

An inquest was held by Dr. Donovan, on the 26th March, a t Tindastol settlem ent 
near Red Deer, upon the body of one Jam es Fausett, who died suddenly on the 20th 
March. The jury assembled returned a veidict of “ death from natural causes.”

On the 24th of May, a settler named W ade, of Horseshoe Lake, near Innisfail, had 
his stables, corrals and implements destroyed by tire, which was supposed to have been 
caused by one which had been used for branding purposes spreading to a m anure pile 
during the afternoon, in the absence of every one. Loss $1,000.

On the 30th September, one John  Wells, a settler living a t W avy Lake, died 
suddenly on his farm. Dr. George, coroner, having been notified by Constable H ether- 
ington of the event, went out and saw the deceased, and granted a “ w arrant to bury .” 
No inquest was thought necessary.

On the 5th October, I  received instructions from you to try  and locate one E. E. 
A tkinson, an ex-army officer, who was supposed by his parents to have come to  
grief somehow, they not having heard from him since the spring of the present year. 
A fter some difficulty I located the man, who was working on the river, mining, about 
twelve miles from here. I reported the circumstances to you on the 28th October last.

On the 14th August, I  received a wire to the effect th a t the body of a man had 
been found in the Saskatchewan R iver a t Edmonton. On inquiry i t  turned out to be 
one Robert McMillan, a school teacher from Stony Plain, who had been working up the 
river. I t  appears he left the place a t which he was working on a raft, steering it  with 
a long-handled mining shovel. On passing the mouth of Conjuring Creek he was seen 
try ing to make his way to shoré, using the shovel as a paddle. This was the last seen



REPORT OF SU PE R INTE NDE NT G R I ES B AC H. 81

of him until his body was taken from the river a t Edmonton, and identified by his 
friends from Stony Plain, who are looking after his estate.

On the 23rd of April, one John Gallahan, who was undergoing a term  of imprison
m ent for vagrancy, died in the hospital here, suffering from an abscess on his knee.

The district has been pretty  well free from disease or sickness during the past year. 
A n outbreak of scarlet fever a t B attle  Lake, in the W etaskiw in D istrict, occurred 
during the year, b u t it  was confined to two families and was prevented from spreading 
owing to instructions given the inhabitants of the district, by myself, through the con
stable stationed a t W etaskiwin.

A  cot was set up in the Edmonton General H ospital on the 1st November, and it  
is to be held a t the disposal of the officer commanding this d is tric t for the space of two 
years from th a t date, and to be for the use of ex-policemen. The men of the division 
voted the “ Ju b ile e ” g ran t of 50 cents per man made them for this purpose.

The following new post offices have been opened during the year :—
Ponaka.—N ear the crossing of the B attle  River, on the Calgary and Edm onton 

trail, on section 4, township 43, range 24, west 4th.
W hitford .—A t Egg Lake (or W hitford Lake) on section 36, township 56, range 

16, west 4th.
Beaumont.— W hite  Mud D istrict, on section 26, township 50, range 24, west 4th.
Riviere.— Egg Lake D istrict, section 18, township 55, range 26, west 4th.
Ellerslie.— A n old Ind ian  Reserve, south of Edmonton, section 29, township 51, 

range 24.
Egg Lake.— N ear Egg Lake, north  on section 28, township 56, range 26, west 4 th  

meridian.
The division was inspected by yourself on the 30th December, 1896, and on the 

23rd June, 31st A ugust and 27th November, 1897, and by the assistant commissioner 
on the 6th February, 1897.

D uring the past year I  have had three officers under my command, viz., Inspectors 
Snyder, H oward and Jarvis.

Inspector Snyder made a most successful and im portant patrol of nearly three 
m onths duration into the Jasper Pass and Peace R iver districts.

Inspector Jarv is early in January  last proceeded with dogs to  the A thabasca Dis
tric t, visiting several of the H . B. Company’s forts. This was a hard tr ip  and a new 
departure in police work and duties. H e had several offenders against the laws and 
ordinances brought before him, whom in some instances he fined, and in others cautioned. 
I  understand th a t the patrol was productive of great good. •

Inspector H oward is now attached to “ F  ” Division, Prince A lbert.
Before closing this report, I  th ink it  is my duty  to point out for your information 

the fact tha t owing to the weakness of my division, the d istric t over which I  have 
supervision, has not been policed as i t  should have been. The population has been 
largely increased, and is steadily increasing, the increase consisting as i t  does of the 
farming class, means a greater num ber of people to be visited by the patrols, I  therefore 
tru s t th a t the division will shortly be brought up to sufficient strength  to meet the 
increased work.

The discovery of the rich gold fields in the Y ukon and Peace R iver districts has 
given a great impetus to business in Edm onton and vicinity, caused by the ever increas
ing numbers of people who are outfitting there and going into the north by this route.

In  connection with this Y ukon rush, I  would observe th a t a great num ber of these 
travellers are of all countries and of a mixed class, and going as they are through an 
unorganized and Indian country, fully armed, trouble may ensue.

I  would further point out th a t no treaties have been made w ith the Indians whose 
country these people are going through, and I  am informed th a t they look w ith d istrust 
on the influx of whites.

In  view of these facts, I  th ink th a t the sooner definite arrangem ents are made for 
the proper protection of this route by the establishm ent (about 400 miles north of 
Edmonton) of a police division w ith the a ttendan t outposts, the better it  will be.

15—6
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Although during the past year the division has been very weak, yet, I  am glad to 
say th a t I  have been well supported and assisted by all ranks in the  carrying out of the 
various duties which had to be performed.

I  forward herewith the annual medical and veterinary reports, m usketry returns, 
patrol map, criminal returns, estimates from the Q.M. D epartm ent, d istribution  state, 
and a return  from Staff Sergt. Sweetapple, showing the work performed by him during 
the season on account of the D epartm ent of Agriculture.

I  have the honour to be, sir,

Your obedient servant,

A. H . G R IE SB A C H .
Supt. Commanding “ G ” Division dc District.



APPENDIX G.

A N N U A L  R E P O R T  O F S U P E R IN T E N D E N T  G. B. M O FFATT, “ A  ” D IV IS IO N

The Commissioner,
N orth-west M ounted Police. 

Regina.

N orth-west M ounted P olice,
Maple Creek, 1st December, 1897.

S ir ,— I  have the honour to subm it this my report of this d is tric t for the past year.
N ot being transferred  to the command of “ A  ” Division un til the 1st of October 

last, I  have practically no personal knowledge of w hat has taken  place in the district, 
and am relying upon the official records for the inform ation contained below.

From present indications the district appears to be in a most prosperous condition ; 
cattle  have gone into the w inter in be tter condition than  usual ; beef sales have been 
large, and prices realized have been better than in former years, consequently more 
money in circulation.

Upwards of $40,000 has been paid for beef for shipm ent east in the village of 
Maple Creek alone, and a t Medecine H a t and Swift C urrent combined, $20,000 or there
abouts.

Calf crops this season were not up to w hat m ight have been expected, owing in the 
first place to a scarcity of serviceable bulls on the ranges, several of the largest owners 
close herding their breeding stock in remote places, to ensure using their own bulls, and 
partly  to cows being continually harried and worried by steers, of which large numbers 
have been im ported into the district, though the larger numbers are American steers 
which are continually straying across the line to this side.

These la tte r  mingling w ith the Canadian cattle  cause much annoyance and loss to 
settlers, principally of course on the south side of the Hills ; the Toss consisting of tim e 
expended in cutting  out these in truders and driving them off, and in some instances 
loss of property in the shape of hay destroyed, fences broken, &c., «fee.

On the subject of American cattle I  will report more fully fu rther on.
The winter, since last report from this district, was severe, in fact the storms of last 

November exceeded in severity anything ever seen before in the  history of settlem ent 
during this month ; happily a Chinook in December, and another in January  broke 
the sameness to a considerable extent, otherwise the cattle on th is range would be 
fewer by some thousands than  they now are, and the cattlem en crippled financially for 
an  indefinite period, as none of them had hay enough to feed their animals, commencing 
as the w inter did, fully a month or six weeks earlier th an  usual in this district, and 
lasting until well on in March, with the exception of the two breaks mentioned.

As i t  turned out the loss was not more than  an ordinary one, a few old cows and 
weaklings succumbing to the severity of the cold, which a t one tim e in January , and 
again in February registered 42° below zero.

The industry of sheep grazing is increasing in this district, and appears to be very 
profitable for those engaged in it, they having a twofold means of realizing a profit, 
namely, through the sale of wool, and the sale of sheep for m utton, some of the sheep 
owners in this neighbourhood, having from a very small beginning a few years ago, 
become in very comfortable circumstances.

Figures are given in another paragraph of shipments made from this district.
The num ber of horses has m aterially decreased. L ast year everybody who had 

horses for sale, shipped and drove them out for sale or to trade for cattle, east and 
IB— tf}
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north : This year it  has been repeated on a smaller scale, until now, there is no ranch 
in the neighbourhood with one exception, th a t carries more than 200 head.

The O xarart Company, which were the largest horse owners, have dissolved partner
ship and gone out of business as a firm dealing in horses ; and since the death  of the  
senior member of the company, Mr. M. O xarart, the stock (principally cattle), has 
been disposed of.

Beef buyers have been frequently through the district, and prices paid were good ; 
all shipments being eastwards for old country and eastern Canadian m arkets, w ith one 
exception, th a t was a shipment made to Dyea, Alaska, to be driven over the D alton Trail 
to Dawson City. I t  consisted of three carloads of beef cattle, and one carload of horses 
to be utilized as pack animals.

This venture was made by E. Fearon, Esq., M.L.A. for this electoral district.
I  have not yet heard whether the trip  was successfully accomplished or otherwise. 

A n ex-policeman himself, he was accompanied by three other ex-police as assistants.
There is little  to be said regarding any industries engaged in other than  the raising 

of live stock. Farm ing is not indulged in, except in a very small way. Some few crops 
of grain in the Medicine H a t neighbourhood were said to be very good, and the root and 
vegetable yield was noted as excellent a t the fall fairs of the agricultural societies, both 
a t Medicine H a t and a t this place ; but it  is all made subservient to the raising and 
feeding of animals, as the grain used is nearly all imported for local requirements.

Owing to a ra ther dry season in the eastern portion of the district, the hay crop 
was light, bu t from the Ten Mile detachment, westwards, frequent showers on the hills 
produced a luxuriant crop of grass, of which large quantities were cut by settlers in th a t  
locality, and as no early frosts came, it  is well cured for w inter feed.-.

No cases of the disease among cattle mentioned in report of last year as “ H oof 
R o t” have come under our notice this season. I t  was probably only of a  tem poiary 
character, curable by change from a wet to a dry range.

Shipments of Live Stock, &c., from Maple Creek D istrict.

From

Maple Creek .
W a lsh ........
Crane Lake. 
Cull Lake. . . .  
Swift Current 
Medicine Hat

Totals.

Cattle. Horses, j Sheep. W ool.

2,405 3G5
512 42

21
199

2,032 80

5,208 514

Tons.
4,645
3,248

591
1,000
2,805
1,020

22
15
4 
6

32
5

13,309 84

I m p o u t s  of Live Stock.

To Cattle. Horses. Sheep.

•Maple Creek
Colley ..........
Orane Lake . 
Cull L ake... 
Swift Current 
Medicine Hat

CSC
145
10(1

8,120

Total 11,440 98

•E ight hundred head more cattle than above were brought by settlers arriving by trail from M anitoba 
and eastern portion of Territories, and one hundred more horses.
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AMERICAN CATTLE

Still continue to d rift over on this side of the line, and are a source of annoyance 
and  trouble to settlers here.

The two line riders employed last November, were unable to successfully cope 
w ith the number of these animals th a t were in the country, as owing to hard weather, 
i t  was an impossibility to drive them any distance ; all th a t could be done was to cut 
them out and drive them away from around ranches where they were eating up feed, 
and generally a nuisance. Toward spring they were gathered and in J  une last a 
round up from M ontana arrived, and worked out all th a t could be found and drove 
them out of the country, our line riders and representatives of the various Canadian 
Cattlem en accompanying the round up to check w hat brands were taken.

Four thousand and thirty-five (4,035) head were taken out in Ju ly  and driven 
across the line, and in A ugust when haying was in progress, i t  was reported th a t 
despite the efforts of the line riders, American steers were again swarming into the 
country.

Mr. Survant, of M alta, M ontana, was w ritten  to, and informed of the facts, in 
response he sent over another party  of seven men w ith 105 horses, who again rounded 
up all the American animals they could find, this tim e some three thousand (3,000) head 
which were taken across the line below E ast End.

The brands mostly running on this side in the direction of E ast End are the pro
perty  of the Bloom C attle Co., of Malta, M ontana, of which the Mr. Survant abov 
mentioned is foreman, they keep a line rider on this side, who stays a t Pollock’s 
ranch near E ast End, and who works with our man Burgess.

Towards Ten Mile, and west of th a t detachm ent, the cattle  of the  Shonkin and 
M arias ranges are the intruders, and although Mr. P rueitt, secretary of the M ontana 
Live Stock Association, has been w ritten to, no line rider to co-operate w ith our man 
has been pu t on.

1 would suggest the employment of another line rider to be stationed a t P endan t 
d ’Oreille, or be tter still, a t  Many Berries Creek, as large numbers of American cattle  
d r if t  in between W illow Creek on the east and Milk R iver on the west, and the dis
tance between Ten Mile, where Line R ider Nicol is stationed, and W riting  on Stone, where 
the “ K  ” Division man is, is 120 miles, a large trac t for two men to keep cattle out of.

A  patrol made by Constable Purvis and Line R ider Nicol into th a t country a short 
tim e ago, resulted in their gathering and driving across the line over three thousand 
head, all picked up near Willow and Sage Creeks.

GENERAL.

As far as I  have learned nothing further has been done about the m atter reported 
on May 21st, referring to the im portation of stockers purchased in Ontario to the dis
tr ic t by a M ontana cattlem an, who is running some six hundred (600) head of young 
steers on Many Berries Creek, near the boundary line. T hat in itself is not a repre
hensible action, bu t when the same brand is perm itted to be used on this side of the 
line as he uses on the other side, not 40 miles away, and he is thus able to run his 
American or Canadian cattle  where he pleases, the affair assumes a different complexion.

There is no doubt in the minds of the people here cognizant of the facts, th a t the 
purchase of these stockers in Ontario was a well-laid plan to prevent any opposition on 
the  part of the authorities here to his American cattle  being grazed in Canada.

The m atter of his being allowed to record this brand in Canada was represented to 
the recorder a t Macleod, bu t it  is not known here w hether he was allowed to use i t  or 
not ; th e  cattle were branded with i t  when unloaded from the cars and still carry i t  
and no other.

There is nothing to prevent a stockman who has cattle on each side of the line, 
which bear the same brand, rounding up w hat are required in Montana, driving them in 
here from M ontana and so avqid paying any customs duty by saying they are O ntario 
s tockers.
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I f  such practices are carried out they m ight very easily be stopped by simply not 
allowing any brand in use in M ontana to be recorded or used here.

Y our attention  is draw n to this m atter, as it  is reported th a t others in  M ontana, 
finding their ranges eaten off, are endeavouring to get a foothold in the Territories tor 
their cattle.

The above is one of my reasons for suggesting th a t a line rider should be stationed 
a t M any Berries Creek.

CRIME.

A  prisoner, George Wood, who was arrested for theft a t Medicine H at, and who 
there escaped from arrest, was recaptured, and sentenced to four m onths’ imprisonment. 
H e escaped from our guard-room here on the  evening of December 22nd ; a vigorous 
search was instituted, but the night was very dark and he got away ; he was recaptured 
a t Irv ine S tation on evening of 23rd, brought back and sentenced to six months ad
ditional imprisonment for escaping from custody ; this prisoner was released from our 
guard-room by the clemency of H is Excellency the Governor General, on Ju n e  22nd.

In  connection w ith the above escape and recapture, an inform ation was laid against 
a C. P. R. pumpman a t K incarth Tank, for aiding this prisoner to escape by giving 
false information to the police in pursuit of him, who were directly on his track. The 
man (Jos. Nelson) was committed for trial by Inspectors W hite-Fraser and Moodie, 
J.P s., a “ nolle prosequi ” was, however, entered by the Crown prosecutor.

A Half-breed, (Alex. Cayon), was arrested a t Medicine H a t on 19th February, 
1897, for killing a steer and stealing the carcase thereof, the property of C. Y. ranch, 
near Langevin ; the animal with others, had been struck by a tra in  and injured slightly, 
the prisoner killed the steer and was caught red-handed by Mr. Bt edin, foreman of the 
ranch. H e was committed for trial and convicted before the judge of Supreme C ourt 
sitting  a t Medicine H a t on 10th, and sentenced to three m onths’ im prisonm ent with 
hard labour in Regina jail.

P. E. Blaky, a Canadian Pacific Railway baggageman, was arrested in Medicine 
H a t and tried before Inspector Moodie a t Maple Creek, on 17th of March, 1897, on 
information furnished to Staff-Sergeant Richards by Mr. Jansen, ade tec tiveo f New Y ork 
City, employed by the management of the Canadian Pacific Railway to work upon 
various cases of theft from the baggage of passengers.

The detective laid a trap  for the thieves by placing amongst clothing, etc., in a 
portm anteau covered with steamship and foreign railroad labels, a quantity  of appar
ently valuable jewellery, furs, etc., all marked privately in a peculiar manner.

H is baggage was in tact when examined a t Donald on arriving from Vancouver, 
and was found to be rifled next time examined a few stations this side of th a t place, 
on arrival a t Medicine H at, the end of Blaky’s run, the m atter was laid before S taff Sgt. 
R ichards and Superintendent J . Niblock of the Canadian Pacific Railway. Blaky 
here made restitution of a large number of articles, many of them stolen from baggage 
some time previously, and their loss reported to the Canadian Pacific Railway authorities 
a t Montreal, hence their employment of the detective.

A fter being a short time in the guard room, the prisoner made application to  the 
judge for a speedy trial, a t the same time telling the officer commanding th a t he intended 
to plead guilty. A  special sitting  of the Supreme Court was arranged for, and the 
prisoner brought up for tria l ; he then changed his mind and amended his plea to  
“ not guilty,” prosecution not being ready under the circumstances, asked for and 
obtained an adjournm ent to regular sessions.

On June  17th, prisoner was convicted and sentenced to three years’ im prisonm ent 
w ith hard labour, in Regina jail.

On May 24th, R obert Lloyd was found in a cabin on Maple Creek, near the  
barracks, with his th roat cut, he was brought to police hospital for treatm ent, and when 
sufficiently recovered was tried before Inspectors W hite F raser and Moodie for 
attem pted suicide, and committed for trial.
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No one was near the place when the affair happened, and only circum stantial 
evidence could be adduced. Prisoner had been drinking heavily for some time 
previously; he was tried  before Supreme C ourt and acquitted.

In  the la tte r p a rt of June, a  telegram was received from W . D. Smith, of Miles 
City, M ontana, a sta te  stock detective, sta ting  th a t two men, Lansdon and Landré had 
“ skipped out ” for this side of the line, and were suspected of having stolen about one 
hundred head of horses which were missing from near Terry, M ontana. A  watch was 
kept for the outfit, and on Ju ly  9th, the patrol from E ast End D etachm ent came across 
the men, who had four horses w ith them. A  special messenger was sent in to head
quarters of division, where w arrants were issued for the ir a rrest and sent out, the  same 
evening the men were arrested and brought to barracks. On 11th Ju ly , remanded for 
evidence on a charge of bringing stolen property into Canada, and the sta te  stock 
detective communicated w ith by wire, he replied in due course th a t if they had only 
four horses to release them, which was done.

Inform ation was laid by the  License Inspector a t Medicine H at, th a t A lbert Hughes, 
a druggist of th a t place, had sold liquor contrary to the provisions of the Ordinance, 
the case was tried before Inspectors W hite-Fraser and Moodie, J .P s ., on Ju ly  12th. 
Hughes was convicted and fined $200 and costs, being a second offence, however, there 
was a flaw in former conviction and the conviction was quashed by the judge on w rit of 
certiorari.

H enry Chapman was arrested in  Medicine H at, on information laid th a t he had 
attem pted to carnally know a child six years of age. Prisoner was committed for tria l 
by Inspector Prim rose and brought before Judge Rouleau on November 4th, and 
acquitted, the statem ent of the child was not received owing to a technicality.

LUNATICS.

A  young boy whose parents reside in Medicine H a t was committed to the asylum 
for insane a t Brandon, Man., on January  18th, and removed there by escort from this 
division.

La Jeunesse, a vagrant, was found to be insane when arrested, and was sent to 
Brandon on February 11th, 1897, w ith an escort.

A  boy patien t in Medicine H a t General H ospital and an elderly woman, formerly 
a resident of W alsh, were examined and found to be of unsound mind ; they were com
m itted by Inspector Primrose on November 5th, and cases reported to H is H onour the 
Lieut.-Governor. They were subsequently removed to Brandon by the hospital authorities 
(police paying for transport), where I hear the woman died shortly after arrival.
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Summary of Cases.

Nature of Crime.
No.

Cases.
Remarks.

Theft......................  ................................
A ssau lt.......................................  ..............
Assault with intent .....................................
Creating disturbance........................................
Escaping from c u s to d y ................................
Aiding and abbetting escape from custody
Stealing a ride on C .P .K ...............................
Contempt of court .........................................
Vagrancy.............................................................
Cattle stealing...................................................
Cattle killing........
Horse stea lin g ...................................................
Setting out poison illeg a lly ..........................
M ischief...............................................................
Killing game out of season.............................
Illegal fence.......................................................
Illegal branding animals................................
Illegal selling liquor.........................................
Peddling without licen se ..............................
Non-payment of wages...................................
Embezzlement. ...............................................
Carrying concealed weapons........................
Indian Act..........................................................
Attempted suicide...........................................
Insan ity ...............................................................
Defiling a ch ild .................................................
Setting prairie fir e ...........................................

7
4
2

14
2
1

4<i
1

25
2
1
1
1
3
3 
1 
2 
1 
2 
2 
1 
1 
9 
1
4 
1 
1

(Two were juveniles, sentence suspended.)

Same prisoner.
Withdrawn by Crown Prosecutor.

Cases dismissed.

Case dismissed.

Case dismissed.

Acquitted.
Sent to Brandon Asylum.
Case dismissed, want of evidence.

T otal........................  139

INDIANS

A re not numerous in this district. From a census recently taken  for the inform ation of 
Ind ian  Commissioner there are nineteen families, consisting of 83 men, women and 
children. W ith  the exception of very few, these are all a t Medicine H at.

They are peaceable, and in their own way industrious, doing various odd jobs, such 
as sawing wood, mudding up log buildings, &c., &c., for settlers, and polishing horns for 
sale to passengers on C .P.R.

D uring the past year two of those residents a t Medicine H a t were convicted of 
being drunk and sentenced to imprisonment in our guard-room. One claimed th a t he 
got half a bottle of whisky from a passenger for horns, pa rt of which he gave to the 
other.

A nother Indian  is a t present serving a m onth’s sentence for drunkenness, in village 
of Maple Creek ; he gave the name of a half-breed who supplied him w ith the liquor, 
and a w arrant has been issued for his arrest.

A  few Indians have come down from the north to  Medicine H at, who were sup
posed to have been deported from the U nited  States in the summer of 1896.

Two white men a t this place were convicted of furnishing whisky to Ind ians in 
the neighbourhood, and punished by fine of $50 in one case, two m onths’ im prisonment 
w ith hard labour in the other.

A  half-breed from Battleford, following the Ind ian  mode of life, was convicted of 
being drunk in an Ind ian  camp and sentenced to two months im prisonment w ith hard 
labour.

In  regard to the Treaty Indians who had left their reserves w ithout a  pass from 
their agent, your instructions to arrest them as vagrants were carried out, two were 
charged w ith th a t offence before John  Dixon, J .  P., and cases against them dismissed by 
the magistrate.
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The Indians are a rem nant of “ F ron t M an’s ” Band of Créés, with a few from 
Piapots ; they have not received any trea ty  annuities in many years, and some of them 
have never taken treaty.

GAME

In  the d istric t is fairly plentiful, antelope are increasing in numbers, 
owing no doubt to a close watch being kept th a t they are not destroyed in the close 
season, and the fact th a t there are fewer Indians to hun t them a t all times. Deer are 
still plentiful in secluded places, where they are seldom disturbed, bu t in the more 
settled parts of the hills they have disappeared entirely.

Geese and ducks were scarcer this season than formerly, notw ithstanding the fact 
th a t some of the lakes which had been dry for some years were this spring filled w ith 
water.

P rairie chickens appear to be numerous in some part of the  district.
Three convictions were obtained for breach of Game Ordinance.

KAILROADS, ASSISTANCE TO.

None was required during the past year.

PRAIRIE FIRES.

The d istric t has had two which m ight be classed as destructive ; the first started  
near the C. A. C. Co’s, fence a t Dunmore, on the north side of the C. P. R. track, 
on A pril 16th, and although every effort was made by the detachm ent a t Medicine H at, 
and the settlers to check its progress, i t  escaped from them ; and b u rn t to the banks of 
Fish Creek before it  was extinguished.

I t  was in this fire th a t two men, new comers in the country, got bu rn t north of Forres ; 
they saw the fire coming and being inexperienced, laid down in the grass to le t i t  pass 
over them, they were p retty  badly scorched about the face and neck, and had to go to 
Medicine H a t H ospital for treatm ent.

The second fire of any destructiveness occurred east of Bear Creek on May 5th, it  
bu rn t over a large ex ten t of country, and got into the tim ber a t the head of Bear and 
P iapot Creeks. All available men were sent out with teams, taking settlers and towns 
people, they returned on 6th, having burn t a guard to stop fire getting  any fu rther west 
and th a t night a shower of rain with snow in the hills p u t out the fire in the timber.

The country west of Medicine Lodge was b u rn t by fires th a t came in from the west 
and from the Lethbridge Branch of C. P. R. on the north, the grass being burnt, settlers 
in th a t d istric t were compelled to move their stock elsewhere.

A nother fire occurred between Gull Lake and Swift C urrent, bu t beyond burning 
off the grass, no damage was done, as it  oçcurred a t a season early enough for new feed 
to grow up.

I t  has, however, been a most fortunate season for the d istric t in the freedom, during 
the summer and fall, from prairie fires of a devastating nature.

TELEPHONES AND TELEGRAPHS.

There is only one telephone line in the district, viz., the one from town to barracks, 
the instrum ents, since being repaired, and the batteries renewed, by your authority  last 
fall, have been working all right. A  new set of poles should be pu t in in the spring.

The service of the C. P. R. telegraphs has been better since a complaint was made 
by the officer commanding to divisional Superintendent Niblock, about delay in receiving 
messages from Medicine H at, in regard, principally, to morning trains. They have 
now a night operator a t this station.
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CUSTOMS.

This outport of the port of Calgary has made collections for du ty  to the  am ount of 
$392.35, since 1st December, 1896, which has been rem itted to collector a t Calgary, as 
collected.

L et passes have been issued when required.

ROADS AND BRIDGES.

Except a small’amount of grading, say half a mile, on the fron t street of Maple 
Creek village, and one mile on a road allowance seldom used, no work of th a t nature 
has been done this year. A  grading machine was supplied by the N. W . Government 
to the district, it  was used 5 or 6 days only. Some of the bridges bu ilt over creeks 
two years ago, although road allowances are not on trails, and in some cases, no 
approaches having been made to them, are impassable. The M. L. A. of the district 
has been practically an absentee during the past two years, and nobody appears to be 
responsible for the inaction.

Reference was made in last year’s report to an artesian  well having been bored a t 
an  expense of some $722.50, and regretting  the expenditure of th is am ount w ithout 
carrying the affair through. This summer another well-boring party  spent several weeks 
in cleaning out the pipe th a t had been sunk some 18 months previously ; a good flow of 
w ater was again obtained, bu t for w ant of a proper pump being supplied to complete 
the work, i t  has again become chocked w ith sand, and nex t year the  operation will 
have to be repeated or the project abandoned.

IMMIGRATION.

Four new settlers have located near the Ten Mile detachm ent, on B attle  Creek ; 
two of these are from M ontana and two from Nebraska, U.S.

The la tte r are in good circumstances, having sold out farms in  th a t S tate, and will 
invest in cattle.

The others have bought a few head of stock on th is side since coming in, and as 
they brought w hat horses, wagons, implements, etc., they require, will doubtless do 
well.

A nother settler from M ontana has located on Frenchm an’s Creek, he is in a pros
perous condition.

Several settlers from M anitoba and some from Moose M ountain and vicinity of 
Moose Jaw  in the Territories have moved into this d is tric t during the past summer, 
bringing in some cases, as many as 200 head of cattle, besides horses and household 
effects, and are now located, some on Frenchm an’s Creek, and others about the G rabum  
settlem ent, and near the head of the mountain.

QUARANTINE AND HEALTH OF ANIMALS.

The disease amongst cattle, known as actinomycosis or lumpy jaw, appears to be 
either increasing or greater vigilance has been exercised in detecting affected animals. 
Our Vety. Stf.-Sgt. has had numerous cases to examine in various sections of the district, 
bu t more in  the vicinity of the Josefsburg settlem ent than  a t other places.

In  most cases the settlers owning diseased animals have m et us half way, when the 
fact was brought to their notice ; and have killed the animal and buried the carcase, 
bu t in one case recently reported, the owner of the animal, after killing the beast, sold 
the hide, fed the front quarters to his dogs, and is using the hind quarters as food for 
himself and his family.

There was a case of suspected tuberculosis in two cows, the property of a settler 
(H y. Marshall), from Montana, in the early spring. H is animals were quarantined, 
and tested w ith tuberculin, when it  was found the suspicion was fortunately, groundless.
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Three cases only of glanders have been found to exist in  the d is tric t during the 
past year. One, an old mare, belonging to a man named Todd, which was in  the 
country for breeding purposes, and a t pasture a t Peecock’s, where the police herd is 
kept. The mare was examined by Staff Sergeant F a rr and destroyed.

The police herd was isolated and inspected carefully every second day for some 
weeks. One horse, No. 1493, exhibited some symptoms of the  disease and was tested 
w ith mallein, he was found to have contracted a slight cold.

Every horse in the pasture was examined a t this tim e ; no fu rther cases were found.
A nother case of glanders was a t Medicine H at, a  pony belonging to Jas. P orter 

was found to be diseased, was shot and the carcase buried under supervision of police.
Mr. L. C. Parsons had a  stallion affected w ith glanders, he had i t  shot and carcase 

buried, a thorough exam ination of the rest of his horses failed to discover any fu rther 
cases.

On April 20th i t  was reported by the Medicine H a t detachm ent th a t a band of 
sheep property of Mr. E. W alton of th a t place, had scab. Mr. Evans was advised a t 
Macleod of the fact ; he replied a few days la ter th a t he had nothing fu rther to do 
w ith the qnarantine ; b u t as W alton’s sheep were diseased last year our suspicions were 
doubtless correct.

Sergeant Joyce, then veterinarian, was no t qualified to act, and nothing could be 
done in the m atter as was reported to you.

Staff-Sergeant F a rr  arrived from Regina a few days later, and was sent to inspect 
them on May 2nd. H e returned and reported having quarantined them  and prescribed 
treatm ent ; they were examined a t intervals, and finally pronounced clean and released 
pn Ju n e  15th.

Staff Sergeant F a rr’s report accompanies this.

ASSISTANCE TO AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT

Is  embraced in section respecting quarantine.

ASSISTANCE TO INDIAN DEPARTMENT.

Except furnishing census of Indians in district, no assistance was asked for.

BARRACKS AND BUILDINGS.

On February 4th, a party  working under Corporal Pringle, commenced work with 
your authority , to tear down two buildings a t the old barracks a t Medicine H at, viz., 
the guard room and quarterm aster’s store, for removal to this post.

The work was performed and party, returned on 18th, having loaded two flat cars 
w ith the m aterial, which arrived here on the 20th, the Canadian Pacific Railway 
charging only a nominal ra te  for the transport.

The assistant commissioner arrived on the 21st and selected a site for the new 
guard room and authorized the removal, from the barracks square to the artizans’ yard, 
of a log building, used as saddlers’ and tailor shop ; th is was done a t once.

W ork was commenced on the new guard room on A pril 29th, using m aterial taken 
from both buildings brought from Medicine H at, a building 25 x 50 feet was erected ; 
the frame, outside sheeting, battens, roof (shingled) and rough floor was completed.

The building is urgently required here to accommodate the prisoners, we having 
had an average of 8 during the past three months, confined in the old building, the size 
of which altogether for accommodation of guard and prisoners is 25 feet square, and the 
in ternal arrangem ents are such th a t the prisoners have to be allowed to have their 
meals in the outside part. There is one cell and two cages, taking up § of the entire 
space, yet not affording room for either prisoners or guard.

I  m ight mention th a t i t  was on account of the above noted arrangem ent for meals, 
th a t the prisoner, George Wood, was enabled to effect his escape in December last.
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To complete the new guard room, the sum of $365 or thereabouts is. required, 
and I  most strongly recommended th a t this amount be provided a t an early date, and 
authority given to have the work gone on with, as it  is inside work th a t is required, it  
i t  could be done during the w inter months.

But I  wish to draw to your a ttention  th a t an additional sum will require to be 
provided for labour, as there are no men available for, or competent, to do the work a t 
this post. ^

The orderly room was moved on June  1st to the hospital, to allow Asst, burgeon 
Paré the use of th e  former orderly room as an addition to his quarters ; it occupies a 
ward and the dining room of th a t building, and deprives the assistant surgeon of their 
use ; the arrangem ent is not a t all satisfactory to either the doctor or myself

Should an epidemic of fever or other illness occur, or w hat is quite likely a patient 
be brought in who could not be taken up stairs, the orderly room would have to vacate 
the rooms now in use, and in the present state of the post there is no suitable building 
available.

Repairs are urgently required to the various buildings as follows :—
The whole barrack building, the sergeants’ mess, the old guard room, and th a t part 

of the assistant surgeon’s quarters formerly used as the orderly room require to be re- 
floored.

The roof of all buildings require to be painted to preserve the  shingles.

CONDUCT

Of division has been generally good. One constable was imprisoned and dismissed 
by your order on January  6th for intoxication.

Two sergeants were reduced on seniority roll and fined. Five constables were 
fined for intoxication, and a few punishments were inflicted for minor breaches of dis
cipline.

CANTEEN

Continues to be a source of recreation to the men, providing a good library, many 
papers and periodicals not supplied by the departm ent, besides cricketting, tennis, and 
other materials giving them a substantial assistance to messing, by grants, and perm it
ting the purchase of supplies a t a small advance on cost price.

The establishm ent itself is sound financially and has sufficient assets to pay off all 
liabilities, and leave a balance to its credit.

DRILLS.

Setting up and arm drill was commenced on January  6th, and continued daily for 
six weeks.

Squad drill was recommenced on A ugust 2oth and continued for three weeks when 
i t  was discontinued owing to press of other work.

TARGET PRACTICE.

The annual target practice was commepced on A ugust 2nd and was continued as 
opportunities offered of getting  the men in from outposts.

Reg. No. 2883, Constable Sinclair, K., again made the highest score in the  division, 
this being the fourth consecutive year he has done so, bu t in this practice he has carried 
off the honours in all three events, mounted, dismounted and revolver, his scores were in 
each, 86, 289, and 151 respectively.



REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT MOFFATT. 93

DETACHMENTS

From  this division are stationed a t Medicine H at, Swift C urrent and Maple Creek 
Town station on the C. P. R. and a t E ast End, Farwell, Ten Mile, and Medicine Lodge 
on the south side of the Cypress H ills ; the d istribution  sta te  of division shows the 
strength  of each.

>A11 are now very much reduced from the number formerly considered necessary to 
perform the work ; this is more especially felt during the w inter months when patrols 
are ordered to consist of not less than two men.

For instance, a t Medicine Lodge, for which I  can spare only one sergeant and two 
constables, if two of these are on patrol to Josefsburg or elsewhere, it  leaves one man 
alone for two days a t least, and should anything occur of a serious nature, calling 
suddenly for his services, it would leave the detachm ent vacant, and the stores unguarded, 
besides which the man would have to go alone on the duty, which is itself against 
orders.

Ten Mile and E ast E nd are in the same position, except th a t each has a “ Line 
R id e r” whose time should be occupied in looking after American cattle, while a t Farwell 
there are only two constables, who can patrol only when the  E ast End party  visits them 
or by leaving their detachm ent vacant for the time.

In  regard to this la tte r  detachm ent I  would quote from Inspector W hite-Fraser’s 
report of last year. Travel from the U nited  States took a new direction th is season, 
via B attle Creek, up to the bend a t west end of “ Old man on his back,” thence via 
Davis’ Lake, north, and I  would suggest the advantage of placing a detachm ent under 
canvas for the summer months, a t any rate  a t the “ Cherry Patch  ” in the “ Old man 
ridge,” there is good water, feed and a little  firewood, and from th a t point the whole 
country can well be seen.

I  endorse Inspector W hite-Fraser’s suggestion in this respect. A  N. C. Officer and 
two constables would be required for the proposed detachm ent during the summer, and 
a Line R ider stationed there would be nearer to his work.

I f  you considered it  advisable, the Farwell detachm ent could be closed up while the 
Cheery Patch party  was out, as th a t sub-district would be covered from the south by the 
latter.

The detachm ent a t Langevin was called in by your orders on 6th December last, 
and was not renewed this year owing to scarcity of men, although a request to have a 
constable or two stationed there, was received from Mr. Bredin of the C. Y. ranch, 
some of whose cattle were killed and stolen during the past winter.

The detachm ent a t Josefsburg was recalled for a similar reason, th a t settlem ent 
being now visited weekly in accordance with your instructions by the Medicine Lodge 
partol who remain over there one night, being billetted with a settler.

W ith  the small num ber of men a t present under my command. I  am unable to 
strengthen any of the outposts to the complement required to perform the actual police 
duty  and patrolling properly ; and in this d is tric t where so much property is running 
loose on the prairie in the shape of cattle, i t  is only by a regular system of patrols th a t 
i t  can be protected.

PATKOLS.

The system of summer patrols between detachm ents and headquarters of division 
commenced on May 1st, and was continued until November 1st, when the w inter 
system commenced.

Patrols m et regularly once each week between detachm ents, exchanging reports, 
mail, e tc.,.and the sub-districts surrounding the outposts were patrolled and settlers 
visited.

A special patrol was made into the Red Deer country north of Medicine H at, by 
your orders. Staff-Sergeant Richards, with one constable, left Medicine H a t on Ju ly  
13th, visited all the settlers on the river down to the Forks, including Messrs. Gordon 
and Ironsides ranches.
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They were unable to cross the river a t  the Forks owing to  high w ater a t  th a t 
season, there being- no boat, and were compelled to re tu rn  on the north  side of Saskat
chewan, visiting the settlers below Medicine H at.

There were no complaints made and Staff Sergeant R ichards reports th a t every one 
seemed satisfied th a t the country was well adapted to stock raising, having had the 
experience of one w inter and two summers in it, and i t  is said th a t some 1400 head of 
beef cattle  shipped by Messrs. Gordon and Ironsides from their ranch th is fall, were 
above the average in weight and condition.

FIRE.

On May 28th, the im migration building occupied as police quarters, court room, 
etc., in the town of Medicine H at, caught fire, presumably from sparks from a C. P. R . 
engine, and was burn t to the ground in a very few minutes, together w ith the police 
stable and a livery stable adjoining, occupied by Mr. J .  F. Sanderson.

Two constables only were stationed there a t the time, the senior of whom reported 
the occurrence by wire. Inspector W hite-Fraser left a t once, and held an exhaustive 
inquiry into the origin of the fire, b u t nothing of a definite character could be elicited 
from either police or civilians. The loss, except buildings, was no t large.

COURTS.

Sittings of the Supreme Court were held a t Medicine H at, on Jan u ary  4th, May 
10th, June  17th and November 4th ; the  sitting  of May 10th being a  special session to 
hear cases against P. E. Blaky and L. Clark on applications made by the prisoners.

ARMS

W ere inspected frequently and found in. good order. New barrels were p u t on 
some of the W inchester carbines by the  arm ourer sergeant in Regina.

Enfield revolvers are in good condition.

AMMUNITION.

W e have been using Dominion amm unition for both carbine and revolver ; i t  is 
not found to be as accurate as the American W inchester, and is inclined to foul the 
pieces.

T hat for revolver is not charged as heavily as the English m anufactured article, 
and better targets are made a t the short ranges ; a good many miss fires occurred a t  the 
annual practice.

FORAGE

Supplied by contractors was of uniformly good quality. The hay furnished a t 
Maple Creek post could not be excelled anywhere ; i t  was cut on irrigated  land.

T hat supplied on detachm ents was better than last year, a decrease in the quantity  
contracted for, of nearly 100 tons effected a considerable saving.

RATIONS

H ave been of good quality, except in one case where the bacon supplied was rather 
too fa t for our tastes it  was returned and prom ptly replaced by the contractors.

CLOTHING AND KIT.

There appears to be a difficulty in getting  long boots, none except some £  dozen 
pairs have been received a t this post for over a year.

The sizes required are Nos. 6, 7, 8, 9’s.
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ARTIZANS.

The only artizan in the  division is a blacksmith. We have a “ handy m an,” a 
special constable, who acts as a carpenter, saddler, tinsm ith  and painter, and performed 
the work in  each departm ent to the best of his ability ; bu t as the three first mentioned 
trades require skilled labour, a qualified man for each should be sent.

FIRE PROTECTION

Is  the same as last year, except two babcocks in the hospital were frozen up and 
burst during the severe cold snap last winter, the hospital orderly being a t the  tim e on 
guard.

The engine and hose was tested frequently and found in good working order.

TRANSPORT.

W e have six heavy wagons in good order, two in fair condition, and two useless for 
anything, except hauling manure and hay in the post.

There are four spring wagons which are in good order.
Four of the six double buckboards which are on charge, are in good order ; of the 

others, one requires a new set of wheels to make i t  serviceable, and one is worn out and 
practically useless.

The single buckbord is also worn out.
Of w inter transport there are two light bob-sleighs serviceable, and two which 

could be pu t in  fair order if a carpenter was sent to this post. Two of the heavy bob
sleighs are serviceable and one other on charge should be condemned.

A ltogether the  transport is sufficient for our needs if wheels are supplied for one 
buckboard.

HARNESS AND SADDLERY

Is in a generally good state of repair. The two sets of heavy wheel harness supplied 
from Regina last fall, were taken into use this spring and are very suitable for the work.

Fifteen single cincha saddles were shipped to Calgary by your order, and one was 
condemned and sold. W e have enough for our present requirements.

HORSES

Of the division are in good average condition. N ineteen are in the post for duty, 
and tw enty are on herd a t Peecock’s ranch for the winter.

Their health  during the past year has been good, no deaths have occurred, and no 
cases of a serious nature have required treatm ent.

D uring the  past year fourteen horses were cast and sold and three were cast and 
killed to make dried m eat for dogs of Y ukon party.

One of our horses was taken to England by the Jubilee contingent and disposed of 
there.

MILEAGE.

The mileage of the horses of the division for the year is 106,824 miles.

HEALTH OF DIVISION.

I  regret to have to report th a t a death occurred in the division during the past 
year. Reg. No. 549, Sergeant W illiam R obert McM inn, was adm itted .to hospital on
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A ugust 28th suffering from typhoid fever, despite the unrem itting  care and atten tion  
of Asst. Surgeon Paré, he died from the disease on Septem ber 13th and was buried the 
day following in the police graveyard.

Special Constable Cobell came in from Ten Mile detachm ent on October 11th and 
reported to the assistant surgeon, he was found to have two ribs broken, caused by a 
kick from a horse while getting out firewood for the detachm ent, the injury was attended 
to and he returned to his detachm ent a few days later.

I  am glad to be able to say th a t no other serious cases occurred.

INSPECTIONS

D uring the past year were made as follows; by the assistant commissioner on 
December 5th, February 21st and June  15th.

Horses of division were examined by Inspector B urnett, V.S., on March 1st and 
November 1st.

Inspections of headquarters of division are made weekly by the commanding officer 
and arms and kits of the men inspected frequently.

The detachments have been visited by an officer of the  division every month and 
oftener in some cases.

COMMAND

Of “ A  ” Division has seen several changes during the past year.
Inspector W hite-Fraser proceeding on leave previous to his. being retired from 

the force handed over command to Inspector Moodie on A ugust 1 2 th ; who in  tu rn  
handed over to Inspector Primrose on 19th of same month previous to his leaving on 
special duty to the Yukon by the overland route. On the 4th October I  arrived from 
Regina and assumed command of the district.

CHANGES IN DIVISION.

A ssistant Surgeon Paré from Battleford, replaced A ssistant Surgeon Fraser, who- 
was transferred to “ C.”

Sergeant Joyce arrived from Prince A lbert to  replace A cting Corporal Mount- 
ford in veterinary charge. H e in tu rn  was replaced by Staff Sergeant Farr, on his 
proceeding to England w ith the Jubilee contingent. Q uarterm aster Sergeant K nigh t 
was transferred to Macleod, Staff Sergeant Hyles being sent from Regina as quarter
master sergeant until August, when he left for Yukon.

Constable Forbes was transferred to  Regina as saddler, where he has since been 
promoted.

Five constables whose term  of service expired have taken their discharge and one 
constable was dismissed.

One corporal and five constables have been perm itted to purchase the ir discharge.
One sergeant-major, three sergeants, one corporal and four constables have com

pleted their terms of service and re-engaged for a fu rther term.
Two special constables were dismissed.
Two staff sergeants, one sergeant, two corporals and seven constables were trans

ferred for service in the Yukon district, and Inspector Moodie and Constable F itz
gerald detached on special service by the overland route to th a t place.
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D is t r ib u t io n  State  “ A ” Division, Maple Creek, November 30th, 1897.
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‘ Acting corporal.
STRENGTH OF DIVISION

As shown by attached distribution sta te  entirely inadequate to the requirem ents of 
th is district. I  am not exaggerating when I  say th a t the country in and about the 
Cypress H ills is equal in im portance to any in the territories, and the large am ount of 
property in stock of various kinds running a t large, and liable to excite the cupidity of 
dishonest parties certainly deserves protection ; situated as it  is on the boundary line.

A t division headquarters there is a total strength  of 18 N. C. officers and men 
including 4 special constables, every man of whom is employed, some in double capacities, 
and in a case of emergency requiring our services, i t  would be only a t a great incon
venience th a t one man could be spared.

One of the men on detachm ent reported himself sick, and to relieve him the only 
man th a t could be spared was the one you sent me as a bugler.

In  my opinion the detachm ents in the hills should be strengthened to a t least five 
men each, to enable the patrols made to be frequent and thorough.

On 1st December, 1896, the strength of “ A ” division was 66 of all ranks, includ
ing five special constables.

On this date (30th November, 1897), the sta te  shows a to tal of 42 officers, N. C. 
constables and special constables, of whom one inspector has not been in the  division for 
a year ; another is enroute to Yukon, accompanied by one constable'. One constable is 
shown in the to tal as discharged as he is not yet struck off in general orders, and another 
is on leave until expiration of his terra of service, which is on 4th December ; thus 
fu rther reducing the strength  by two officers and three constables, leaving actually in 
the command, 37 of all ranks.

I  inclose reports of Assistant-Surgeon Paré, V etinerary Staff-Sergeant Farr, also a 
report from the la tte r in connection with quarantine matters.

R etu rn  of cases tried, and estimates are forwarded under separate cover.
Inclosing I  wish to draw your atten tion  to the great inconvenience th a t exists from 

the fact of there being no justices of the peace a t  either Medicine H a t or Swift C urrent.
Owing to the property qualifications considered necessary, there seems to be a g rea t 

difficulty in obtaining suitable men for the position ; there is a t the present time only 
one justice of peace besides myself in the district and he is a resident of this place.

I  have the honour to be, sir, your obedient servant,
GEO. B. M OFFATT,

Superintendent, Commanding “ A ” Division.
1 5 - 7
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A N N U A L  R E P O R T  OF S U P E R IN T E N D E N T  J .  H O W E , C O M M A N D IN G  
D EPO T D IV IS IO N  T O G E TH E R  W IT H  T H O SE  OF IN SPE C T O R S J .  A. 
M cGIBBON, A. C. M A CDO NELL, E. G IL P IN — B R O W N  A N D  S E R 
G EA N T  J . H Y N ES.

D e p o t  D iv is io n , R e g in a , 1st December, 1897.

To the Commissioner North-west Mounted Police,
Regina.

S i r , — I  have the honour to subm it this my annual report for the  Depot Division 
and H eadquarters D istrict, together w ith reports from the following officers commanding 
sub-districts, viz.

Inspector J . A. McGibbon, Saltcoats ; Inspector A. C. Macdonell, Moosomin ; 
Inspector E. Gilpin-Brown, Regina ; Sergeant J . Hynes, E ste van ; V eterinary  Staff- 
Sergeant Ayre, Regina.

GENERAL.

Assiniboia has had a very productive season.
The wheat crop has been most excellent ; all grain ripened well, and so far as I  

can learn, none was injured by frost. The.farm ers here received good prices and have 
been able to dispose of all grain readily.

STOCK.

C attle have done well during the past season, there being a  good growth of grass, 
more particularly in the Qu’Appelle Valley.

Assiniboia seems to be increasing its trade in cattle, b u t the land is more adapted 
for mixed farming.

CRIME.

The following schedule which has been prepared from the offence sheets received 
from detachments, shows the number of cases acted upon by the police of the head
quarters d istric t during the past four years. These cases are classified according to the 
criminal code.
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C l a s s i f ie d  Summary of Crimes in  the H eadquarters D istric t for 1894, 1895, 1896
and 1897.

Offence.

Offensive weapons—
Unlawfully having pistol in possession. . 

Escapes and rescues—
Escaping from custody...................................

do prison, lock-up, &c............
Corruption and disobedience—

Obstructing peace officer.............................
do sheriff.........................................

Contempt of court..............  .......................
Misleading justice—

Perjury.........................................................
Offences against religion and morals, &c.—

Neglecting to support fam ily ...................
Gambling...........................................................
Gaining houses.................................................
V agrancy ..........................................................
Drunks,disorderly and creatinga disturbance
Common nuisance............................................
Selling things unfit for food..........................
Creating a disturbance in church ............
A cts of grcss indecency..................................

Offences against the person—
Aiding suicide....................................................
Attem pting suicide..........................................
M urder.................................................................
M anslaughter.............................. ...................
R ape......................................................................
Seduction of girl under 16 years of a ge ...
Pointing fire arm s.........................................
Assault, occasioning grievous bodily harm 

do threatening do do
A ssau lt................... .........................................

do indecent................................................
Leaving excavations unguarded................

Offences against property, &c.—
Passing counterfeit coin.................................
Arson....................................................................
Shooting cattle and horses.............................
Malicious injury to property........................
Horse stealing and cattle stealing..............
Theft ..........................................

do of registered letter ...............................
House breaking to commit an indictable

offence...........................................................
Libel .................................................................
Fraud..................................................................
Forgery . ........................................................
False pretences................................................
R obbery.............................................................
Cruelty to anim als.........................................
Trespassing......................................................
Receiving stolen property............................
Extortion..........................................................
Harbouring a minor......................................

Offences against Indian A ct—
Gambling...........................................................
Taking liquor on Indian Reserve........
Holding sun d a n ce .......................................
Selling intoxicants to Indians....................
Giving do do ...................
Indians having liquor in possession........

do drunk.................................................
Trespassing......................................................

1 5 -7 4

1894.

O O

1895. 1896.

52 29

2
5

34

38
2
1

2
1

38

2
1
2
6

65

34
34

20

3
32

47
46

1
1
6

56
2

6
4

10
55
1

2
2

10
1
2

42
14

1
1
5

44
1

6
2
7

36
1

1897.

8H

7 6

1 ...

i '  " i  

8 ..

53 46
61 57

1 ...

1 1
2 . . .

7 5
2 . . . .  

41 29
2 1

2 . . .  
6 4
8 1 

60 41

2 2
3 ..
5 . . . .

2 . . . .
4 . . . .  
1 1
5 3

6 . . . .  
2 2
6 5

9 9

Remarks on 1897.

Awaiting trial, 3.

Withdrawn, 1.
do 1 ; inter

dicted, 4.

Awaiting trial, 1.

W ith d r a w n , 1; 3 
complainants r e 
fused to prosecute.

Withdrawn, 1.

1 case after conviction 
dismissed by J .P .  
3 days afterwards.
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C l a s s if ie d  Summary o f  Crimes i n  the H eadquarters D istrict, <fcc.— Continued.

Offence.

Offences against Railway Act- 
Stealing rides..........................

Ordinances—
Selling liquor on election day....................
Prairie fires, setting out, &c...................
Refusing to turn out to fires........................
Masters and servants.....................................
Liquor ordinances...........................................
Peddling without licenses............................
Infectious and contagious diseases............
Insanity............................................................
Game ordinance...............................................
Sunday observance..........................................
Refusing to do statute labour......................
Pollution of streams.......................................
Miscellaneous offences under ordinances.. 
Giving prohibited person liquor..................

Total.

1894. 1895. 1896. 1897.

a,(m0)
a

£
o

U
G

4*G

G
£
O

1
c

CO
i
s
c

GO Remarks on 1897.

g
£Wco >G |W >c *<0 >G

o O o 6 u Ô u 6

25 25 29 51 4G Withdrawn, 1, for
want of an inter-
prêter.

2 1
34 24 23 20 47 39 4i 32 W ithdrawn, 1 ; left

3 1 11 9 11 7 4 3 country, 1.
21 13 31 18 22 20 29 26
6 4 8 6 15 8 10 6
2 1 3 2 1 1 7 7
1 1 3 2 Withdrawn, 1.

13 12 11 9 18 13 15 12
1 1 9 9 4 2

3 3 2 2 1 1
1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1

13 6 9 3 33 26 Awaiting trial, 2.
1 2 1 Withdrawn, 1.

298 192 400 260 462 361
—
510 380

On the examination of the above schedule, it  will be noticed th a t there is a  great 
similarity as regards the number of cases, of common offences during the past four 
years.

The vagrant is still to the front, he having no less than  104 cases, being an increase 
of 25 as compared with last year.

The following are a few of the most im portant cases dealt w ith during the year :

Wood’s Cattle.

A bout the la tte r end of May last a  M r Wood of South Alameda, missed some 70 
head of cattle ; two tough looking American “ cow boys ” had been loitering about for 
some time and were suspected.

Sergeant Hynes of the Estevan detachment, was detailed to look into and follow up 
this case, and on the 22ud of June, along w ith the Wood Bros, and two hired men, he 
left for the States.

On the other side they met with the ready assistance of the U. S. sheriff and the 
stock inspector.

To find the cattle a t first seemed impossible, and the difficulties th a t had to be 
dealt with were innumerable.

Sergeant Hynes stuck to the tra il w ith great perseverance, and on the 6th of Ju ly  
reported from Glasgow, M ontana, as having found four head and being on the track  of 
more. H e discovered these cattle in the band of one M cAllister, and being satisfied 
th a t M cAllister had more belonging to Wood, he remained about the place.

The method of buying information from crooks had to be resorted to ; and a total 
of 56 cattle and 5 calves were eventually recovered.

On the 10th of Ju ly  information was laid against M cAllister, and a  prelim inary 
examination was held ; he was remanded until the 13th, and on th a t date he alleged 
th a t he had purchased the cattle  from a half-breed whose name he could not remember, 
and as he produced sworn evidence corroborating his statem ent, he was consequently 
discharged.
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Adam Grega Murder Case.

On the 21st August, 1897, Adam Grega, a H ungarian farm er of Kaposoor district, 
gave himself into custody, confessing to having murdered his father, A ndrea Grega.

As Inspector Macdonell deals w ith this case in his report on the Moosomin sub- 
district, it  is unnecessary for me to sta te  anything fu rther regarding i t  here.

Prairie Fires.

There have been 32 convictions this year under the prairie fire ordinance, a decrease 
of 7 as compared with last year.

The fires chiefly occurred in the d is tric t around Grenfell, Broadview and Moosomin, 
bu t more particularly  the last place. W ith  one or two exceptions these fires were 
no t of a serious nature.

The to tal am ount of fines under the prairie fire ordinance was $607.

Indians.

The behaviour of the Indians in this district is all th a t could be desired.
The Indians of the P iapot’s and Moscowpetung’s Reserves have had the largest 

p a rt of the hay contract for th is post this year, and have pu t i t  up in a satisfactory 
manner.

N ine Indians have been convicted for either being drunk or having intoxicating 
liquor in their possession, bu t it  speaks well for the energy of the police th a t the ven
dors of the liquor were convicted in each case.

Almighty Voice.

This Ind ian  who, as previously reported by the officer commanding “ F  ” Division 
in his report of 1895, was originally arrested on the 22nd October, 1895, near Batoche, 
on  a charge of cattle  killing, and escaped on the night of the same date. H e was 
tracked by the lato Sergeant Colebrook, who came up with him on the morning of the 
29th, but in a ttem pting to capture him was shot.

A lm ighty Voice had been a t large until the la tte r end of May, 1897, and was then 
located near Duck Lake.

The beginning of the affair, I  have no doubt, will be fully reported by the officer 
-commanding “ F ” Division, I  purposing only to refer to the part in which men from 
Depot were engaged.

On the 27th of May it was reported from Duck Lake th a t inform ation had been 
received from Batoche, th a t one Napoleon Venne had be°n shot by A lm ighty Voice. 
F u rther reports received on the evening of the 28th and morning of the 29th, stated  
th a t Inspector A llan and Sergeant Raven had been wounded, Constable K err and a 
Mr. Grundy, postmaster a t Duck Lake, killed, and Corporal Hockin mortally wounded. 
Early on the morning of the 29th, a party  oonsisting of two officers, tw enty-four non
commissioned officers and men, with 13 horses and a 9-pr. M .L.R. field gun, left 
Regina by special tra in  for the scene of the trouble, A ssistant Commissioner M clllree 
in command. On their arrival a t the place where A lmighty Voice was cached in a 
bluff, the assistant commissioner had it  shelled, afterw ards it  was searched and the 
dead bodies of A lm ighty Voice, L ittle  Saulteaux and another Ind ian  named Doubling 
were found.

On the 7th of Ju n e  a special patrol was sent out for the purpose of reporting upon 
the doings of the N u t Lake Indians, more particularly the relations of the L ittle  
Saulteaux , who was killed along w ith A lm ighty Voice.

Sergeant J . A. Smith was sen tin  charge of the first party, bu t reports being received 
on  the 13th th a t the N u t Lake Indians seemed unsettled, the party  was strengthened



102 NORTH-WEST MOUNTED POLICE.

by ten men, in view of possible trouble Inspector McGibbon taking command. F u rth e r 
reports, however, resulted in the reduction of the party  by four men and five horses.

Inspector McGibbon and party  then proceeded to N u t Lake, and finding th e  
Indians there quiet and well disposed, selected a  site for an outpost a t N u t Lake and 
then returned.

ASSISTANCE TO OTHEB DEPARTMENTS.

A griculture.

Since the amendments to the cattle quarantine regulations, which took effect on 
the 1st of February last, the enforcement of the Infectious or Contagious Diseases A ct 
has devolved on the North-west M ounted Police.

I  regret having to report a  very bad outbreak of glanders and actinomycosis or 
lumpy jaw in the Wolseley and Grenfell districts, in the early p a rt of the season. The 
veterinary staff have, however, succeeded in getting  i t  well under control. The ca ttle  
disease has very much increased the work in the  district, 36 animals having been 
destroyed. Glanders has also been prevalent, 49 horses having been destroyed while 
suffering from this disease. I  am of the opinion th a t the necessity of employing 
line riders, for the purpose of keeping American cattle  from coming over the  boundary 
line and grazing on Canadian pastures cannot be too strongly urged. This has been 
a grievance with Canadian cattle  men along the border in the past, and will be in th e  
future, unless the necessary steps are taken to prevent it.

Indian Department.

The usual escorts have taken the Ind ian  treaty  money to the reserves, and have 
attended the agents when making payment.

Crown Timber Department.

One sergeant and two constables are stationed on the border line, between 
M anitoba and the States, to prevent American settlers from stealing Canadian timber.

PATROLS.

Owing to the scarcity of men in the post during the past year, I  have been unable 
to send out as many patrols as I  should have liked, bu t the sub-district patrols have 
done a great deal of work, a distance of 181,256 miles having been travelled by our 
horses. •

DRILL, TRAINING AND LECTURES.

Considering the limited number of men in the post, drills have continued through
out the year as well as could be expected.

D uring the past year 33 recruits joined, of these and others from last year 30 were 
finally engaged as constables, seven were discharged as not suitable for the service and 
the remaining eeven are a t present in the post on probation.

The annual target practice was carried on under the superintendence of Inspector 
Gilpin-Brown, re turns of which have been forwarded to you, the shooting on the whole 
was good.
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Lectures have been held weekly during the year on the duties of a constable and 
the criminal law, and also on veterinary subjects.

HEALTH.

I  regret having to report the  death of Reg. No. 3008 Constable M ontague and 
Reg. No. 3112 Constable Glend.

Constable Glend died of “ aneurism ” of the “ thoracic a o r ta ” on the 30th of May, 
and Constable Montague died of “ peritonitis ” on the 14th of September.

"With these exceptions and two cases of typhoid and one of enteric fever, the health  
of the headquarters d is tric t has been most satisfactory.

RATIONS.

The bread supplied was complained of once or twice, b u t is now all th a t can be 
desired. The beef and b u tte r are also of good quality.

CANTEEN.

The canteen* is giving satisfaction under the supervision of Inspector Belcher, and 
its finances are in a flourishing condition.

FORAGE.

The quality of the hay and oats supplied during the past year has been all th a t 
could be desired.

FUEL.

Fuel is an expensive item in this post owing to the great quantity  which has to be 
used in order to keep the buildings warm, many of which are of very light structure 
and require lots of fire to keep them a t a comfortable tem perature.

LIGHT.

The electric light in barracks gives satisfaction.

HORSES.

The health of the horses during the past year has been satisfactory. A large 
number have been cast and sold; fourteen w ent out to herd for the w inter m onths; 
seven rem ount horses were purchased, four being kept here and three being transferred 
to Battleford.

The horses on patrol and actual duty  travelled 187,649 miles.

SADDLERY AND HARNESS.

The saddlery and harness is inspected weekly and is kept in good repair.

TRANSPORT.

Most of the transport a t this post has been in use for a number of years, bu t is 
still in good repair.
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INSPECTIONS.

I  inspected the Moosejaw detachm ent and the Estevan sub-district, leaving 
Regina on the 8th October. On arriving a t Moosejaw I  found everything correct, b u t 
I  would like to draw your attention  to a difficulty w ith which our constable stationed 
there has to contend with.

I t  is the keeping of a prisoner after arrest has been made. There are cells in the 
court house a t Moosejaw, bu t the police have no authority  to use them. Mr. Seymour 

' Green, J .P ., informed me th a t the late governm ent had authorized the removal of these 
cells from the court house, to be placed under the town hall, b u t nothing fu rther has 
been done.

As regards my inspection of the Estevan sub district, you already have my report of 
the inspection and I  need only state th a t this d is tric t lying along the boundary line is 
roughly speaking, about 150 miles long by 50 wide, and is the resort of crooks and 
cattle thieves.

The stealing of the Woods cattle is an instance showing how easily cattle  can be 
stolen and taken across the line in this section of the North-west.

The detachments of the Moosomin and Saltcoats sub-districts have been regularly 
inspected by the officers commanding sub-districts.

JUBILEE PARTY.

The contingent chosen to represent the North-west Mounted Police a t the Diamond 
Jubilee were assembled a t Regina, in A pril and placed under Inspector Belcher for 
drill purposes. They were pu t through a thorough course of mounted and foot drill.

GUARD.

The guard room has been kept in a very clean and tidy condition throughout the 
year. One hundred and nine prisoners were incarcerated, being an increase of tw enty- 
seven as compared with last year. The post being so short of men, prison labour is a 
great advantage to us.

CONDUCT AND DISCIPLINE.

The conduct of the non-commissioned officers and men of the division, has been 
very good, and cases of drunkenness have been decidedly few. The following table 
gives the number of punishments :—

Imprisoned and dism issed......................................................................  2
F in e d ...........................................................................................................  29
M inor punishments, C. B., e tc ...............................................................  105

T o ta l ............................................................................. 136

Total amount of fines $217.25.

The minor offences seem large in number, bu t are owing principally to the presence 
of so many recruits in the post.

YUKON DETACHMENT.

Early in April, Inspector Scarth left with tw enty non-commissioned officers and 
men for the Y ukon district, in order to arrive a t Cudahy in time to relieve the members 
of the 1895 detachm ent whose period of Y ukon service expired on the 1st A ugust. 
M ost of the men were drafted from Regina, and were equipped in th is post, the 
transfer papers of the whole party  being prepared in the depot office.
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The nex t party  to leave was th a t under A ssistant Commissioner M clllree leaving 
R egina on the 6th of A ugust and was followed by other parties a t différent intervals up 
to  the end of September. The total number of N .W .M .P. going in this year being 96 
including 9 special constables for du ty  as '• dog drivers ” for the tra in  dogs, of which 
92 were shipped from Regina, Constable Connor taking charge of 45 and Constable 
Ferris 47, eleven of the last lot being left a t Calgary.

The members of the Y ukon detachm ent being transferred to the depot division, 
has necessarily made a very considerable am ount of ex tra  work in this office, all transfer 
papers on having to be prepared and forwarded with each party  leaving for the Yukon. 
Most of the equipm ent such as fur coats, tents, &c., was also supplied from this post.

I  would strongly recommend the desirability of making a division of the Y ukon 
detachm ent, as a t present all members of th a t detachm ent belong to depot division and 
figure on the books and pay lists, although, actually being paid in the Y ukon where 
separate pay-lists are prepared.

I  have the honour to be, sir,

Your obedient servant,

JO S E P H  H O W E ,
Superintendent.
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R E PO R T  OF IN SPE C T O R  J . A. M cG IBBON  (SALTCOATS SU B -D IST R IC T .)

The Officer Commanding
North-west Mounted Police, 

Regina.

S a l t c o a t s , 30th November, 1897.

Sir,—I have the honour to submit my annual report for the year ending this
date.

The headquarters a t the sub-district is a t Saltcoats, w ith detachm ents a t  Y orkton 
and F ort Pelly.

D uring the fall a prairie fire patrol was stationed a t Sheho.

CRIME.

W. H. Adam who was committed for trial on the 4th November, 1896, was tried  
before H is H onour Mr. Justice W etm ore on the 1st, 2nd and 3rd of December, 1896. 
H e was found guilty of theft of a  steer and sentenced to one year «with hard  labour in 
the Regina jail.

On the 19th April, Ed. Field, J . P., of Fishing Lake complained th a t parties were 
slaughtering fish in great numbers to feed pigs, Reg. No. 3103 Constable W are investi
gated and laid information against A. H ilderson who was fined $5 and costs.

On the 2nd August, E. J . F. K ennedy, of Saltcoats, struck one Jam es Moore on the 
head w ith an axe, on the 5th October, he was fined $25 by Judge W etm ore, for 
assault, which caused bodily harm.

On the 6th August, Nicolais Monolulak, one of the  new Galician settlers became 
insane, he was sent to Brandon asylum.

On the 28th August, 1897, Mrs. W alter M urray, of Stratford, Ont., late of Crescent, 
was fined $1 and costs for allowing lumpy jaw cattle  to roam a t large after being 
several times warned by the police to isolate them.

On Sunday the 15th August, the hall (used as a church) was burned down a t 11 a.m.
On Sunday the 22nd, a fire was started  in Mr. Sum ner’s field. On Sunday 29th 

August, another fire was started  in this field.
On Sunday, the 5th September, Constable Lock hid in the field to w atch for 

fires, a fire started  up across the creek some distance away. W e have failed to  discover 
the parties who started  them.

On the 15th September, 1897, George Skinner, a Barnado boy, stole a horse from -
H. McFadgen, of Langenburg, Reg. No. 3015, Constable Lock investigated, b u t no tra il 
of him could be found, he was a runaway from the home and engaged by Mr. M cFadgen 
to work, the manager of the home not being notified of same. H e was arrested on the 
24th November, a t S trathclair, not yet tried.

On the 29th September, Andrew Zanizle was fined $100 and cost and one m onth’s 
im prisonment for having an illicit still in his possession. Reg. No. 1994, Constable 
Ashe worked up the case.
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Cases.

N eglect to aid peace officer
Perjury....................................
Vagrancy.................................
Drunk and disorderly..........
Common assault...................

Number Convic- 
Entered tions.

Dismis-
als. Remarks.

1
1
3
9

12

2
9
5

1

3

1 withdrawn.
1
1 withdrawn, 3 await

ing trial.
Aggravated assault........................................................................
Assault causing bodily harm............ ...........................................
Horse-stealing........................................................................ ..........
Cattle-stealing........................................... .......................................
Theft by agent......................................................................... .
Theft................................................... .................................................
Receiving stolen property............................................................
Cruelty to anim als..........................................................................
Swearing on street..........................................................................
N ot appearing as a w itness..........................................................
Carnal knowledge without consent.........................................
Insulting and abusive language..................................................
Forcibly detaining property................ .......................................
Using threats and intim idation................................... ..............
Stolen property in possession......................................................
Obstructing tax collector..............................................................
Receiving goods to defraud creditors................ ......................
Causing bill of sale to be fraudulently m ade.........................
Creating disturbance......................................................................
Malicious injury to property........ .. .........................................
Giving liquor to Indians...........................................  ..............
Illegal fish in g ...................................................................................
Having illicit still in possession.................................................
Illicit d is t i l l in g ..............................................................................
Contravention of the Animal Contagious Diseases Act.. . 
Attem pting suicide....................................................................

1
1
1
4 
1
5 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1

1

1
4

5
1
2

1
1

1
1

1
1

1
1
1

1
1

1
1

1

1 withdrawn.

1 awaiting trial. 
1 withdrawn.

1

1

1

Ordinances.

Illegally imixmnding cattle.....................................
Liquor Ordinances contravention .......................
Auctioneering without licen se .............................
Billiard table running without license................
Disease, breaking quarantine.................................
Prairie fire, setting o u t................................... .........
Lord’s Day profanation...........................................
In san e ...............................................  .........................
Contravention of sec. 68 school ordinance..........
Pollution of streams...................................................
Village ordinance, dirty stable...............................
Master and servant...................................................
Interdicted person being drunk.............................
Refusing to turn out to prairie fire......................
Keeping disorderly bar........  ...........................
Peddling without a license.....................................
Setting out po ison ...................................................
Unlawfully driving away horse ord. 17 of 1888

1
1
2
1
1

12
1
2
1
2
1
4
2
1
1
3
2
1

1 withdrawn. 

1

1

1

OUTPOST AND PATROLS.

Saltcoats.

One inspector, one hospital staff-sergeant, one team ster and three constables, six 
horses. Patro ls are made in different direction each day and settlers visited.

Yorkton.

One constable and one horse.
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Fort Pelly.

One constable and one horse, supplied with one of the Saltcoat horses for the 
w inter to make a team, road being very seldom used and very heavy

ASSISTANCE TO INDIAN DEPARTMENT.

A  police escort conveyed the trea ty  money from Y orkton on the 11th Ju ly  to 
Côté for treaty  paym ent to Pelly Indians. A  constable, as escort to the agent, attended 
the payment.

MAIL SERVICE AND TRAINS.

No change since last year.

HEALTH.

Reg. No. 2464, Staff-Sergeant C. J . McNamara, M.D., was sent to the Saltcoats 
Cottage H ospital on the 21st October, as he had typhoid fever. H e is still there.

Reg. No. 1994, Constable Ashe of Y orkton was laid up for a  considerable time in 
Ju ly  w ith la grippe.

In  December, 1896, scarlet fever and diphtheria were prevalent a t  Ebenezar.
W hen the new settlers “ Galicians ” arrived, scarlet fever and measles broke out in 

Yorkton and Saltcoats and there has been a few cases ever since. 'A t  present typhoid 
fever is prevalent in Saltcoats.

RATIONS.

The men are boarded—no complaints. '

ARMS.

Some of the carbines are slightly honey-combed.

TARGET PRACTICE.

The detachm ent had their annual ta rget practice during the summer.

INSPECTION.

I  visited the detachm ents about once a month.

DRILL.

I  put the men through arm drill a t inspections, and when I  was present a t Salt
coats about twice a week.

SADDLERY AND HARNESS.

These are in a serviceable condition ; repairs attended to when required.

FORAGE.

H ay supplied has been good ; the contract price for oats a t Saltcoats was tw enty  
eight cents ; the new contract is thirty-two. Good oats are scarce this year.
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STABLES

A t all detachm ents satisfactory.

BARRACKS.

The barracks a t all detachm ents are good.

ROADS AND BRIDGES.

A few bridges were built th is year, and a few roads graded.

SETTLERS.

The settlers are doing ex tra  well now. There are only fourteen families of D akota 
settlers a t Sheho ; they are getting  on well ; the balance of the 95 settlers left the 
country.

A bout 127 Galicians arrived a t Saltcoats during the summer, and 225 families of 
Galicians and 21 families of Poles a t Yorkton.

CROPS.

The w heat crop is very good, 75 cents was the highest price paid so far th is year a t 
Saltcoats, and 79 cents a t Yorkton.

The oat crop is very light.

RANCHES.

The ranches are numerous ; the d istric t is considered very good for small ranches. 
H ay being plentiful and shelter good, 555 head of cattle  were shipped from Saltcoats 
and 3,266 from Y orkton since July.

Messrs. Gordon <fc Ironsides wintered 1,500 head of stockers in this d istric t last 
w inter ; they were brought from the north.

This year up to date 1,361 head have been brought in as stockers.
Some farmers gave up keeping sheep on account of the wolves. I t  would help the 

ranchers if the governm ent were to encourage the keeping of wolf hounds.

CREAMERIES.

Sixty thousand pounds of b u tte r shipped from Saltcoats creamery, the past season, 
and seventy-five thousand pounds from Yorkton.

SUPPLYING LIQUOR TO INDIANS.

One case tried ; no conviction.

GAME AND FURS.

Large game and furs getting scarce.

INDIANS.

There are three reserves in the neighbourhood of F o rt Pelly. They had small 
patches in crop this year, I  should say the total in patches would am ount to about 100 
acres ; I  should judge there would be about 106 families. They have about 1,000 
head of cattle.
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HALF-BREEDS.

A  few in the district, they are quiet and industrious.

PRAIRIE FIRES.

Commenced on the 9th April, a t a tim e when the sloughs were full of w ater and 
the bluffs were full of snow. As most of the country was b u rn t over the previous fall 
there was not much of the d istric t to burn. W e succeeded in getting  nine convictions. 
This, fall very little  of the country was burn t over.

I t  would help to get fires pu t out if the ordinance gave the man who first discovered 
a fire the  authority  of being a fire guardian for the time being, so th a t he could order 
out settlers.

TRANSPORT.

Single buckboard No. 43, of Y orkton, is worn out. Spring wagon No. 97 will 
require new wheels next season. Rem ainder of transport in serviceable condition.

NEW POST OFFICE.

Mulock, on Sec. 20, T. 27, R. 1, W. 2nd.

CHANGES IN DETACHMENT.

Reg. No. 3015 Constable Lock was transferred from F o rt Pelly to Saltcoats, three 
constables were sent to Regina and replaced by others.

MILEAGE.

Total mileage of horses, 34,668.

None.

DESERTIONS.

HORSES.

Horse Reg. No. 1909, died on 1st May, of inflammation of the bowels. H orse 2089 
was sent to Regina, and then to England with the Jubilee contingent, and replaced by 
horse Reg. No. 2282.

CONTAGIODS DISEASES OF ANIMALS.

Total quarantined for lumpy j a w ........................................................... 75
do released and cu red ........................................................................... 45
do destroyed............................................................................................  21
do still isolated......................................................................................  9
do died from black leg.........................................................................  1
do do tuberculosis..................................................................... 1

GLANDERED HORSES.

Total destroyed...............................................................................  4

do re leased ..................................................................   2
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GUARD-ROOM.

Consists of a cage built of 2 x 4 scantling, in the centre of a room. N ine prisoners 
during the first year

DICIPLINE AND CONDUCT.

Good.

GENERAL.

On the 4th February last, I  received a telegram from O. C. Regina, to proceed to 
W innipeg, and meet Sergeant Davis, who had instructions. I  arrived there on the 
ninth, and m et Sergeant Davis and three constables. I  stationed two in the Pem bina 
M ountains and two, forty-four miles east of Emerson on the international boundary line, 
as ordered, the duties for these men were to protect the tim ber from the Americans. I  
arrived back a t Saltcoats on the 21st.

On the 13th June, I  was ordered by telegraph to proceed across country to N u t 
Lake with Reg. No. 2464, Staff-Sergeant C. J . M cNamara, M.D., and also saddle horse, 
and take over charge of a  party  of men from Regina and arrest fifteen Indians, said to 
be N u t Lake Indians, who were killing cattle near Saskatoon. I  met Mr. W righ t the 
Ind ian  A gent on the 15th a t Fishing Lake and went north. I  arrived a t the B arrier 
of the Red Deer River, on the 19th, and found about 300 of the N u t Lake Indians 
camped there (42 tepees), they were holding a medicine dance, and all seemed in good 
humour and appeared not to be pu t out re the killing of “ A lm ighty Voice.” They 
seemed to th ink  we were after evidence re assistance, such as food, given to “ A lmighty 
Voice,” there being no Indians to arrest, as cattle  were no t killed as reported, I  returned 
and arrived home on the 24th June.

On the 27th A pril Mrs. K um pt of Y orkton complained th a t she had left her 
husband owing to his evil hab its—she had given her consent to her five year old son 
going on a visit to D auphin with his father, th a t he had left for B ritish Columbia and 
given the boy to an Ind ian  of R attlesnakes band. On the 4th May, Constable Lock left 
for Dauphin, recovered the boy from the Indians and returned here on the 9th May.

I  have the  honour to be, sir,

Your obedient servant,

J .  A. M cGIBBON,
Inspector.
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R E P O R T  OF IN SPE C T O R  A. C. M A CDO NELL.

M o o s o m in , 30th November, 1897.

Sir,—I have the honour to forward this my report of the Moosomin sub-district 
for the year ending this date.

GENERAL STATE OF THE SUB-DISTRICT.

The town of Moosomin has held its own well during the  year in  sp ite  
of the attractions of the Kootenai and Klondike gold fields. The num ber of good- 
looking substantial dwelling houses erected during the  year a tte st the  faith  of 
residents in the future of the town ; its financial condition is excellent, having some 
$1,400 over and above all liabilities to begin 1898 with, and the  taxes for the  ensuing 
year will only amount to about 9 mills on the dollar. The by-laws are rigidly enforced 
and the town continues to be one of the most orderly and best conducted in the te rri
tories. Business is brisk and good, the crops, excepting oats and potatoes which are 
scarce and dear, were good. H ay is now very scarce, owing to prairie fires, and wood 
promises to be very dear this winter.

Re CANNINGTON MANOR AND DISTRICT.

Constable Pearson reports :— “ The average yield in crops has been light, b u t the 
quality of wheat has been of the best, the prices paid here has been 10 cents per bushel 
lower than  in Moosomin, so most of the farmers have taken the ir grain to the la tte r 
place. Areola, 20 miles south-west, is a  first-class w heat growing district and th e  
crops are both heavy and good. Most of the wheat grown south of the m ountain has been 
marketed a t Oxbow. The western portion of the Moose M ountain is well adapted for 
stock raising, there being abundance of feed and water besides being sheltered for the 
w inter.”

Re WHITEWOOD AND DISTRICT.

Constable Quinn reports :— “ Crops have been fair, w heat was a light crop bu t of 
good quality and good prices were paid. Oats, barley and potatoes are scarce and dear. 
Prices for cattle and pigs good but rather low for sheep. Horses are plentiful and cheap, 
a great many farmers complain about the scarcity of w ater for their stock, owing to  the 
drying up of the sloughs. The town itself is thriving and business good.”

Re GRENFELL AND DISTRICT.

Staff" Sergeant DesBarres reports :—“ The town has gone ahead and business is 
good. The crops were light, having been a partial failure on account of the drought in 
some parts, bu t the prices were good in comparison with other years. The num ber of 
settlers who entered the d istrict exceeds the num ber of those who have gorie elsewhere. 
The German colony who are mostly Austrians, and Russian Germans are, with a few 
exceptions, very hard workers and are slowly creeping out of their log huts into com 
fortable houses.”
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Re WOLSELEY AND DISTRICT.

Constable Della Torre reports :— “ The town of Wolseley has made rapid progress 
during the past year, the m erchants all report excellent business, a num ber of new 
buildings have been erected and the town promises to be one of the  best along the 
Canada Pacific Railway for general business.”

Sintaluta, a small village nine miles west of Wolseley, has also made rapid progress 
and now has a population of 150 and three elevators. The crops generally, throughout 
the d istric t have been excellent, the w heat crop giving the largest yield on record. 
The settlers generally are industrious. The Germans in the Pheasant Forks d istric t 
are well housed and apparently well satisfied with the country. The French in the 
M ontm artre d is tric t are getting along well. Several families from Quebec moved into 
the  colony this year.

There has been a good deal of discussion lately concerning the employment of 
“ home boys.” The trouble seems to lie primarily in the small wages necessarily paid 
by the farmers, and the hard work demanded, combined w ith the tendency of the boys 
themselves to prefer town to farm life. Once in the towns they too often d rift back 
into the habits and life from which the home rescued them. I t  is only fair to sta te  th a t 
the Barnardo home looks closely after their boys, and have recently undertaken to convey 
out of Canada any convicted of a crime.

CRIME.

I  a ttach  list showing the  to tal num ber of cases, convictions and dismissals, under 
the Criminal Code, Railway A ct, Contagious Diseases A ct, and the ordinances N. W . G. 
The total of 213 gives some idea of the am ount of work done by the 5 detachm ents, in 
addition to the  quarantine work and ordinary patrols. There are 23 more convictions 
th an  last year. Theft and assaults having increased slightly, and breaches of the 
Railway Act, (stealing rides) very materially. There have been 5 convictions for carrying 
pistols illegally, showing th a t the gentry who compose the tram p fratern ity  are any
thing b u t harmless individuals. Owing to the rigid m anner in which the prairie fire 
ordinance was enforced last year, there have been very few cases of burning w ithout 
guards, etc., etc., th is year, and no doubt many fires were thus prevented. W e obtained 
the  conviction of the authors of all the large fires, excepting one case near W hitewood, 
where the man was acquitted. The most serious crime was the killing of a Slav named 
A ndrea Grega, by his son Adam, in a fit of ungovernable passion. The details 
are briefly as follows : The father, who seems to have been an ill tempered, provoking 
old man, took all the chickens from his son’s farm ; the son claimed some of them  as 
his own. H o t words ensued and the father struck his son in the face ; he said 
strike me again father, and the old man did so, and the son again said strike me 
once again father, and he did. The son made a bound and picked up an axe 
which was near and struck the old man on the side of the head, he staggered and fell 
inside the door of a small granary, the son followed him in, strik ing several more blows, 
b u t the first one was fatal. The son burst into tears and walked 27 miles into 
W hitewood and gave himself up to Constable Quinn, who wired for me and Coroner 
Allingham, of Broadview, and we a t once drove to the scene of the killing and attended 
the inquest, a fter which I  held the prelim inary exam ination and committed Adam 
Grega for tria l on a charge of m urdering his father. H e was tried a t W hitewood, on 
November 10th, the jury  brought in  a verdict of m anslaughter, with a recommendation 
to mercy, and he was sentenced to 10 years in Stoney M ountain penitentiary. The 
verdict and sentence were popular, great sym pathy being felt for the son, as he was 
a well-behaved, sober, industrious young fellow and married. A s usual, Staff-Sergeant 
McGinnis has proved himself invaluable in connection w ith working up the various 
cases and in many has acted as prosecutor.

ARMS AND AMMUNITION.

The W inchester carbines and Enfield revolvers are as reported last y ea r; the 
am m unition supplied for both arms is good.

I B — 8
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BARRACKS.

The court house has been fitted with hot w ater coils, which so far, work exceedingly 
well and add greatly to our comfort, the cells have been fitted with ventilators, a much 
needed improvement, and a few other minor repairs were made. The double door on 
the east end of the stable, asked for last year and not supplied, is still required. I f  the 
stable were fitted w ith eaves troughs connected w ith our well, which is close to the 
stables, i t  would help our w ater supply materially and would not cost much.

DESERTION AND DISCIPLINE.

No deserters and no entries in the defaulters oook, th is speaks for itself. B ut 
apart from the fact th a t the constables are exceedingly well behaved men, i t  speaks 
volumes for Staff-Sergeants McGinnis and Des Barres (in charge of the Moosomin and 
Grenfell groups respectively), well known disciplinarians, as it  proves they m aintain it, 
w ithout the friction or the necessity of petty  charges which distinguishes the  tactless non
commissioned officers ; and I  am glad to place on record the honest pride I  feel justified 
in taking in my non-commissioned officers and men, and the ir conduct and work during 
the past year.

FORAGE.

The forage supplied tç  the Moosomin detachm ent under contract was good, and 
th a t supplied a t the livery stables where the  other detachm ent horses are boarded, 
was as a rule, of good quality. H ay and oats are so scarce and dear now th a t livery 
stables find i t  hard to keep the best quality of both.

GAME.

Elk are getting very scarce in the Moose M ountain and unless legislation is passed 
protecting them for a few years, they will soon be a th ing  of the past. Deer, jum ping 
and black-tailed, are fairly plentiful in several parts of the sub-district. P rairie  chicken 
and ducks are plentiful also, bush and jack rabbits, coyotes and foxes are numerous. 
The game law is well observed throughout the sub-district.

HEALTH.

The health of the men has been very good.

HORSES.

Owing to the increased work entailed in stam ping out glanders and lumpy-jaw and 
the absence of fire patrol stations, it  was found necessary to place a second saddle horse 
a t Wolseley, Whitewood and Cannington Manor. These are now w ithdrawn, b u t I  
recommend th a t when the spring work begins, they be replaced. A  sm art active 
man up to his work requires two horses to cover the large districts now in charge of a 
single constable. Several of the horses in the d istric t gave way under the hard work, 
bu t were successfully treated  by V eterinary Staff-Sergeant Tracy, and are now a t work, 
the present lot will do the w inter’s work satisfactorily.

HARNESS, SADDLERY AND TRANSPORT.

W ith  the exception of the condemned single set, still on our hands for w ant of a 
purchaser, the harness is in serviceable condition. By permission of the officer command
ing I  exchanged one of the two double buck boards stationed here for the Este van spring
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wagon, this la tte r  has been painted by police labour here and now looks very well. 
The buckbourd a t W hitewood reported broken, is now repaired and the whole of the 
wheeled transport is in serviceable condition. The jum pers are all fit for the w inter’s 
work. ‘

INSPECTIONS.

The sub-district headquarters has been visited and inspected by the commissioner, 
and all the railway detachm ents by the officer commanding and the horses by Inspector 
B urnett, senior veterinary surgeon. The detachm ents have also been inspected monthly 
by me while in the sub-district and detailed inspection, reports forwarded to division 
headquarters.

INDIANS.

Constable Della Torre reports:—The Indians on the Assiniboine Reserve 12 miles 
south-west of Wolseley have given no trouble during the past year. I  have made 
frequent patrols to the reservation and rendered any necessary assistance to the  agent, 
I  have in all cases, unless perm itted by the agent, kept them  out of the town. I  was 
present a t the paym ent of the trea ty  money. They do considerable farm ing and are 
apparently very industrious. Staff-Sergeant Des Barres reports :— “ W ith  the exception 
of a few cases of drunkenness the Indians on the reserve north of Grenfell, have behaved 
splendidly.” The sergeant fu rther reports th a t they carry out readily any requests 
made to them and th a t they all felt the loss of Lieutenant-Colonel Macdonald, the ir 
agent for so many years, deeply, and presented him w ith an address signed by the three 
chiefs, Constable Pearson reports th a t the conduct of the Indians on the east and west 
reserves, Moose M ountain, has been good and th a t they are getting  on well, $700 having 
been paid for cattle  alone to the Indians on the east reserve and the  Indians on the 
west reserve having had a good crop have marketed several hundred bushels of w heat 
in Whitewood, besides cattle. W e supplied the usual escorts for the treaty  money.

JAIL.

A jail for the judicial district of E astern Assiniboia is urgently needed, a t present 
th e  police detachm ent a t Moosomin takes charge of the four cells in the court house, and 
when full, as they often are, the whole detachm ent is required as prisoners escorts and 
outside work has to stand still. There are absolutely no conveniences for female 
prisoners and we have had several.

KITS.

The articles supplied are of good quality, excepting boots which a ie  poor.

LIQUOR LAW.

The law was on the whole well kept in the sub-district. The N. W. ordinance 
only provides for the closing of bars during polling hours on territo ria l election days, 
this should be amended to correspond with the Dominion A ct, sub section (e) of section 
94 of The Liquor License Ordinance 1891-92 is worded in such away as to apparently 
prevent a brother interdicting a brother, which is evidently not the intention of the Act. 
Two deaths have occurred through intoxicated men trying to drive home. A  man left 
W hitewood in an intoxicated condition in company w ith his friends, his horses ran away 
and he died from injuries received, the coroner did not deem an inquest necessary. 
A nother man a t Wolseley was put into his wagon in an  intoxicated condition to drive 
home alone, his horses ran away and he was throw n out and killed, an inquest was held 
and the coroner’s ju ry  brought in a strong verdict, against the hotel keeper and his bar 
tender and two livery men who hitched up the horses and pu t the man in his wagon, 

15—
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concerning which the crown prosecutor is now in communication w ith the D epartm ent 
of Justice. I t  should certainly be an offence for any hotel keeper to allow an intoxi
cated person to leave his premises in cold weather, unless in charge of trustw orthy 
people who undertake to see him safely home.

NOXIOU3 WEEDS ORDINANCE.

Noxious weed inspectors are urgently needed, w ith our reduced strength  and m ulti
farious duties, we cannot enforce this ordinance properly, the welfare of the  country 
demands th a t in infected places every farm should be inspected to ensure the ir being 
eradicated.

OUTPOSTS AND PATROLS.

The sub-districts has been well patrolled, though the absence of fire patrols and 
heavy criminal and quarantine work has made it  difficult to constantly patrol all por
tions. In  connection with the detachm ents I  beg leave, again, to bring $taff Ser
geants McGinnis and DesBarres to your favourable notice for the creditable way in  
which they have discharged their duties during the year.

PRAIRIE FIRES.

There were five prairie fires in the vicinity of Moosomio th is autum n, two being 
serious ones, entailing loss of property, grain and hay. In  all cases we were on th e  
spot promptly and succeeded in obtaining the  conviction of the author in every case. 
There were several cases a t Grenfell and W hite wood, bu t nothing like the damage th a t  
was caused last year. A  terrible fire swept the Moose M ountains, burning from th e  
la tte r  pa rt of A ugust until the middle of October, about 1,700 or more loads of hay 
were b u rn t and all the best green tim ber destroyed, besides a num ber of w inter ranches. 
The fire bu rn t over an area of about 19 miles long by about 8 miles wide. M any of th e  
ranchers are w ithout feed for their cattle, and have been forced to  sell the young stock 
and move the rest. Constable Pearson came in for a p̂ >od deal of praise from th e  
settlers for the way he worked and turned men out, etc., etc. The two men who 
started  the Moose M ountain fire were convicted and fined $100 and costs each. One 
was tried a t H igh View and one a t Montgomery. Something should certainly be done 
to fire guard the mountain, as there will be so much dead and fallen dry tim ber this 
coming summer th a t a fire will be doubly dangerous. I  beg leave to call your a t
tention to my remarks under the heading of prairie fires in my last year’s report, I  am  
still of the same opinion.

RECRUITS.

None.

SETTLERS AND RANCHES.

Same as last year.

TARGET PRACTICE.

This was conducted by Staff-Sergeant McGinnis during my absence on special duty 
a t Regina. I t  was carried out on the Moosomin Rifle Association range, which is not 
suited to the W inchester rifle, the firing points not being the  Bame as for the M. H ., th e  
ground being rough, and uneven for our interm ediate points. The proxim ity of growing 
crops again made it  difficult to make proper allowance for the wind. The shooting was 
fair for men who have no practice outside of the usual annual practice. The average- 
was as good as last year, bu t some individual scores were not so high. The revolver is
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not liked by the men ; they find i t  awkward and coarse sighted ; they foul easy a t con
tinuous practice, and on account of shooting so high, i t  requires ex tra  practice to make 
an ordinary pistol shot.

WATER SUPPLY.

This is even more unsatisfactory than  last year, and owing to drought there has 
been a regular w ater famine in tow n and we are already m elting snow to w ater our 
horses with.

ASSISTANCE TO DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE.

Since taking charge of the quarantine work, we have looked up every case of 
suspected glanders and lumpy-jaw, and had it  inspected by a veterinary inspector (some
times a civilian inspector, bu t generally a veterinary staff-sergeant from Regina) as a 
result quite a few horses, principally in the vicinity of Grenfell and Broadview ; have 
been destroyed for glanders, and a num ber of cattle  all over the sub-district for lumpy- 
jaw, and these diseases are now p re tty  well stamped out.

ASSISTANCE TO CROWN LANDS DEPARTMENT.

W e have rendered all the  assistance in our power in enforcing tim ber laws, and 
have done a good deal of work in connection therewith.

DUTY OUTSIDE OF THE SUB-DISTRICT.

In  Jan u ary  I  was called into headquarters as member of the half-yearly stock-taking 
boards, and during the month of May I  was attached to the Jubilee contingent to assist 
in their equipm ent and tra in ing  in gymnastics and drill. I was present a t the “ A l
mighty Voice ” affair in command of the depot division detachm ent, under A ssistant 
Commissioner M clllree. On our re turn  to Regina the officer commanding detailed me 
to  inspect the Wood M ountain sub-disTict, and to inquire into alleged breaches of the 
Contagious Diseases A ct, and incidentally I  rode the country, from the Post to the W hite- 
Mud R iver and back via the in ternational boundary line thoroughly, searching for 
some M ontana horse thieves said to have crossed into Canada w ith a large band of 
stolen horses, and proved they had not done so. From 19th Ju n e  to l*2th Ju ly , I  was 
a t Prince A lbert, attached to “ F ” division under Superintendent Gagnon. In  September, 
acting under the orders of the officer commanding, I  visited and inspected the 
Estevan sub-district. D uring my absence Staff-Sergeant McGinnis has taken  charge 
of the sub-district in a satisfactory manner.

JUBILEE DAY.

This was loyally observed throughout the sub-district, especially a t Moosomin, a 
procession of school children of the d is tric t which with visitors, etc., made about 5,000 
people was formed. By permission of the commissioner, the detachm ent took p a rt a t the 
request of the committee, and Staff-Sergeant McGinnis received a vote of thanks from 
the  council for his efforts. There were sports of all sorts in the  afternoon and 
fireworks in the evening. A  most creditable and loyal display from beginning to 
end.

MILEAGE.

The horses of the five detachm ents in the Moosomin sub-district have travelled 
36,556 miles on du ty  during the past year.

I  have the honour to be, sir,
Y our obedient servant,

To the Officer Commanding, A. C A M ER O N  M A CDO NELL,
Depot Division, N .W .M . Police, Commanding sub-district.

Regina, N .W .T.
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TABLE OF CRIME.

Total. Convie- Dismiss- 
tions. als.

For
Trial.

Criminal Code.

Theft and offences resembling th eft...............................................
Perjury......................................................... ........................................
A ssa u lt...........................................................  .....................................
Drunk and disorderly ................  .................................................
V agrancy.................. .............................................................................
Cruelty to anim als.. ..........................................................................
Housebreaking and th eft...................................................................
Robbery ................................................................................. ...........
Stealing child under 14........................................................................
Unlawfully wounding .......................................................................
Disposing of dead body of child with intent to conceal birth.
Omission of legal duty causing danger to life .............................
M ischief............................................................................................
Keeping vicious d og .. ......................................................................
M anslaughter........................................................................................
Defamatory l ib e l..................................................................................
Carrying pistol illegally.....................................................................
Breach of Railway A ct........................................................................
Breach of Indian A c t.........................................................................
Contagious Diseases of Animals A c t.............................................

31
4

24
17
26
1
2
2
1
1
1
1
3
1
1
3
6

29
2
1

19

ià "
16
20

2

12 ........
2 2
5 ..........
1 ..........
5 ..........
1 ..........
2
1

1

2
1
1

1
1

3
6

23
2
1

6

Ordinances, N. W. T.

G am e.................................
Masters and servants...
Insan ity ............................
Lord’s Day profonation
Prairie fire .....................
Liquor license..............
School
Statute labour................
Hawkers and pedlars . . .

T o ta l..........

2
17 
7 
1

18 
7
2
1
3

213

2
15 
6 
1

16 
4 
2 
1 
3

162

2
1

2
3

47 4

November 30th, 1897. A. C A M ER O N  M A CD O N ELL,
Comd. No. 2 District and Inspector.
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R E P O R T  OF IN SPE C T O R  E. G IL PIN -B R O W N .

R e g in a , 30th November, 1897.

Sir,—I have the honour to forward the accompanying report for the Regina sub 
district for the year ending this date. ,

CRIME.

The following is a list of convictions obtained in the sub-district during the last 
year :—

T h e f t ...............................................
A ssau lt........................................
D runk and disorderly .................
Selling liquor to In d ia n s ............
Giving liquor to In d ian s ...........
Indians d ru n k ............. ..............
I n s a n i ty ......................................
Setting ou t prairie fires.............
Refusing to assist a t prairie fire
Non-payment of wages................
V agrancy ........................................
Stealing ride on tr a in .................
M iscellaneous...........................

6
5
4

• 1
4
5 
1
6
3
4 
2

12
18

Total....................

None of these cases call for special comment.

71

PATROLS AND OUTPOSTS.

The outposts are as last year, namely, Qu’Appelle, F o rt Qu’Appelle, Touchwood, 
and Moosejaw, w ith the  addition of Indian  Head.

One N.C.O. or constable is stationed a t each of the places named above.
Frequent patrols were made from the outposts into the surrounding country, weekly 

reports on the same being forwarded to headquarters. V
Assistance to Indian  D epartm ent. Escorts have been provided when required to 

convey trea ty  money to the several agencies.
The payments in all cases passed oil quietly.

HEALTH.

The health of the men on outpost has been good.

RATIONS.

No rations are now issued in the sub-district, all the men being boarded. Th 
board is very satisfactory in all cases.

KIT AND CLOTHING.

The clothing supplied is satisfactory.
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ARMS AND AMMUNITION.

The W inchester carbines and Enfield revolvers are kept in good order. 
The ammunition is satisfactory.

INSPECTIONS.

The outposts when inspected have been found in a satisfactory condition.

HORSES.

The horses in the sub-district have stood the year’s work well.

SADDLERY AND HARNESS.

A ll the saddlery and harness is in a serviceable condition.

FORAGE.

The hay supplied a t the different posts is good, b u t the oats owing to a poor crop 
throughout the district, are not quite of such good quality as usual.

RANCHES.
\

The past year has been a satisfactory one to the owners of cattle. Prices have 
been good and cattle have done well both in the Touchwood country and about the 
Yellow Grass Marsh, the two most im portant points in this sub-district, of th is industry.

CROPS.

This has been generally speaking the best season th a t farmers have enjoyed for 
many years, prices ruling high and the quality of the grain being good, there being little  
or no frozen wheat in the district.

The oat crop, owing to drought in the early season was poor throughout.

GAME.

Prairie chicken are ra ther scarce. Geese were very plentiful about the Buffalo and 
Long' Lake country. Ducks were not as plentiful as last year. Deer are reported in 
ra ther greater numbers.

INDIANS.

The Indians on all the reserves have been well behaved throughout the year.

FIRES.

The d istrict has been almost entirely free from fires th is year, and the few fires th a t 
did occur did no damage of any moment. The escape from this annual infliction was 
chiefly owing to the fact th a t the whole country was b u rn t over last season, and from 
the want of rain in the early spring, the growth of the grass was in no way heavy.

DISCIPLINE AND CONDUCT.

The discipline and conduct of the N. C. O. and men on outpost has been entirely 
satisfactory.
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GENERAL REMARKS.

Evidences of the prosperous condition of the country are apparent in the improved 
dwelling houses of the settlers and the great num ber of barns w ith stone foundations 
lately built. Everywhere the farmers appear thoroughly contented and there is no doubt 
b u t th a t a few seasons in succession similar to the last one, would make many rich and 
independent.

Ind ian  H ead perhaps shows evidence of the prosperity of the  d is tric t more than  
any other point. There are five elevators here, from which some million bushels of 
w heat have been shipped this year. The Union Bank has ju s t opened a branch office, 
a  large new hotel has ju s t been built and opened, and many new buildings have been 
pu t up during the year.

The burning of the felt boot factory a t the industrial school near F o rt Qu’Appelle 
is a distinct loss to the district. There were evidences th a t this new industry would 
be a success, and i t  is to be regretted th a t there is a little  likelihood of the factory being 
re-started.

The health  of the d is tric t has been good. Scarlet fever broke out a t the industrial 
school, bu t w ith isolation and good management i t  was prevented from spreading beyond 
the wing in which it  first appeared.

I  have the honour to be, sir,

Your obedient servant,

E. G IL P IN  B RO W N ,
Inspector.
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R E P O R T  OF SE R G E A N T  I. H Y N E S.

E s t e v a n , 30th November, 1897.

The Officer Commanding
North-west M ounted Police, (

Regina.

Sir,—I have the honour to subm it the annual report of E stevan sub-district to 
30th of November, 1897.

Inspector Starnes held command to the 27th of August, when I  took charge, b u ta s  
I  was stationed a t Estevan during the year, did the office work and kept the records. 
I  have a personal knowledge of nearly all the work done.

GENERAL STATE OP DISTRICT.

This is principally an agricultural district. W e have had three good years in 
succession, with good prices for two of them, and as a consequence i t  is in a most prosper
ous condition, on all sides are signs of it, new dwelling houses and barns, fences, windmills 
and improvements of all kinds being pu t up. The farmers of course are the more direct 
gainers, bu t all are feeling this full tide of prosperity.

There is a great demand for land, and many investm ents in i t  by the settlers.
W e have had an open fall, and a lot of ploughing has been done, as also a lot of 

breaking, giving promise of a big spread of grain being pu t in nex t year.
A  large number of settlers came to the immediate vicinity of E stevan in 1892. 

The land is good, both for agriculture and grazing, particularly for milk cattle, b u t a 
succession of bad years right after settlem ent discouraged them, and nearly all left. 
This threw  the country back, and they themselves missed a good thing. Many of 
those who w ent to the U nited  S tates are now, I  hear, preparing to come back, having 
heard of the great success of those who stuck it out. They find th a t flying about look
ing for fancy locations is not profitable. I  have never seen one of these Nomads 
prosper, whereas I  have never seen a man in any pa rt of the N orth-w est who settled 
down to farm his land properly, and w ent the right way about making a home and a 
living for himself, who has not made a good one, and in many cases made money, even 
in the bad years.

The town of Estevan has looked up a little  this year, and i t  wanted it. Mr. Wm. 
Hobbs has established a grain m arket here and caught some of the Moose M ountain 
trade, the  farmers taking in grain and taking back coal, provisions, etc. The coal mines 
are not being worked except for the local trade. The few cars exported hardly count. 
W hy this is I  do not know. There is first class lignite coal close to the railway, and 
easily got to the cars.

The mines a t Roche-Percée have done by far the largest business ever done by 
them, and they expect to nearly double i t  th is year. This coal is making a name for 
itself and getting  in great demand. The Souris Company* have p u t in machinery. They 
had some trouble w ith it  a t first, bu t are now working full blast. They employ about sixty 
men. The Roche-Percée Company is making a great success this year. The manager is 
showing w hat can be done by push and business methods. A bout sixty men are 
employed, and more will be taken as they can be got. Mr. Russell is opening up his 
mines, employing now about eight or ten  men. Three other mines are being opened 
and worked for local trade, and aw aiting developments. D uring the w inter of last 
year, a Mr. Hersch, who controls the mines a t Burlington, N .D., visited the mines in  
this neighbourhood. H e stated th a t the Estevan and Roche-Percée coal would be 
w orth $2.50 a ton more in Minneapolis than  the B urlington coal.
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CRIME,

The Offences Book recor ds the following :—

Crime. Con
viction.

T h e ft ............................    4
Receiving stolen goods..........  1
Common a s sa u lt ..................... 1
Assault with intent to ro b ....................
Perjury.........................................................
Breach of nuisance ordin’ce.. 7
Creating disturbance 1
Seduction of servant ............ ...................
Breach of liquor ordinance..., 3
Mischief to p rop erty ..........  ................
Vagrancy...................................  !)
Stealing ride.............................  3
Drunk and disorderly ........  1
Unlawfully carrying arms ..  1
R a p e ...............................................................
Insane.........................................  2
Burglary . . . .  ......................................
Breach of prairie fireord’ce.. 1
Cattle stealing............................................

34

Acquitted
Returned

for
Trial.

Not
Brought

to
Trial.

Total.

2
1
1

10

Remarks.

This shows a decrease of :—

D runk and d iso rd e rly ...............................................................................  11
Common assau lt.............................................................................................  2
Breach of prairie fires o rdinance.........  .................................................  7
V  agrancy..............................................................................................  9
Shooting game out of season............................................    8
Stealing rides ......................................................................................    2
Breach of noxious weeds ordinance . ..................................................... 2 ,
Non-payment of wages.................................................................................. 2

A nd shows an increase of :

T h e f t..........................................................................  5
Breach of liquor law ..................................................................   3
Receiving stolen g o o d s ................................................................................  1
A ssault w ith in te n t .................................................................................  1
P e rju ry .............................................................................................................. 1
Breach of nuisance o rd in a n c e ..................................................................  7
R a p e .................................................................................................................  1
Mischief to property ................................................    1
U nlaw fully carrying arms .........................................................................  1
B urg lary ........................................................................................................  2
S ed u c tio n ......................................................................................................... 1

I  am glad to say th a t only in a few cases, and nearly all these of a triv ial nature, have 
we failed to trace the guilty parties and bring them to justice, and for these few I  can 
offer sufficient excuse. Of the cases of theft not brought to trial, one was th a t ofsom e 
clothing stolen in the night, and the thief skipped over to the  U nited  S tates ju s t before 
the loss was discovered in the morning. W e were p re tty  sure of the  thief bu t could 
get no proof. W e searched his room and effects w ithout success. W e got a pair of
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m itts under a press in another room. The third was th a t of a farm er who missed 880. 
W e were investigating when he found the purse and money among some old bags in  a 
corner of the room he lost it  from. The thief had got scared and dropped it. W e 
had strong suspicion but no proof. The fourth case was th a t of another farm er who 
missed a few bushels of wheat from a barn some distance from his own or any other 
house. H e did not see the place for a  long tim e before missing the w heat, and even 
then he delayed reporting to us, too late for any chance of success.

The case of mischief to property occurred in the Queen’s hotel here on the 25th 
May.

The case of rape as reported to us was ra ther singular. A  large circus was show
ing a t Oxbow, and the girl claims th a t one of the showmen pulled her under a ten t and 
raped her. Inspector Starnes and three men were on duty  on the grounds, bu t neither 
to them or to any one else did she make complaint nor did she complain till her condi
tion caused comment. Even if we thought him guilty it  would be hard to get the 
showmen by th a t time. I t  was of course a pu t up story to cloak her real seducer.

In  the prairie fire case not brought to tria l the guilty party  was summoned bu t 
skipped over the American border.

There was a case of a prairie fire, supposed to be set by a Canadian Pacific R ail
way engine, and I  believe they are going to pay the damage, some 81,200, bu t I  have 
not pu t it  down under the heading of “ Breach of P rairie F ire O rdinance,” as it 
appears the company are not amenable to th a t law.

The two cases of burglary occurred very lately, and are still being worked on. 
They are puzzling, bu t I  do not give up hope. Two stores ac Carnduff were entered a t 
different dates ; a coon coat taken from one, and six watches, valued a t 880, from 
another.

The cattle stealing case, though committed here, can hardly be charged to us. I  
recovered them in M ontana, nearly three hundred miles from their range, after two 
months’ search. The thieves came from there, and I  am pre tty  sure I  know them. I  
have not enough evidence to take into court, bu t I  know enough corroborating facts 
to build up a case if I  ever get the key-stone and get them this side of the line. They 
are wanted by the M ontana authorities for murder, so even w ith’ very clear evidence to 
extradite them it  might not pay us to go over to get them. They are cool, desperate 
and watchful men, and have numerous scouts and confederates. I  learned many other 
things on this trip, some of which I  will refer to under patrols and outposts.

INSPECTIONS.

Inspector Starnes inspected detachm ents periodically. I  visit them a t least once 
a month. The sub-district was inspected by Inspector Macdonell in September and 
by yourself in October. Inspector B urnett, V.S., inspected the horses in September.

PATROLS AND OUTPOSTS.

The sub-district is about one hundred and fifty miles long by about fifty wide, 
lying along the U nited S tates boundary line. I  have no record fu rther back than 
1892. There were then tw enty men stationed in the sub-district. U p to 1895 a 
thorough system of patrols was kept up, a daily one along the boundary line. The 
horse and cattle thieves and toughs in general, w ith whom these parts were a favourite 
haunt, had to seek other fields to work in, and settlers were relieved of the necessity 
of keeping guard over their cattle and horses. In  1896 the num ber was reduced to 
about ten, and patrols were not so thorough. This year a fu rther reduction to six, and 
la tterly  to five. N orth  Portal cut down to one m an; Wood End, Carnduff, Gainsboro’ 
and Moose M ountain abandoned. The men left worked well and loyally, bu t they were 
too few.
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I  don’t  th ink  we realize the significance of th is sta te  of things as quickly as the 
crooks did. They kept well posted. I  learned when in the States th a t they were scout
ing our boundary line as early as A pril and knew the very day we had abandoned 
Wood End. They knew we were weakened and our posts abandoned. The stealing of 
W ood’s cattle  was the result. The outcome of this was a cooler to them, as I  
recovered nearly all the cattle and they did not make their grub stake out of it, and I  
made them do some hard riding besides. B ut we cannot hope to be as successful every 
time and there are a num ber of outlaws ju s t over the border who cannot go where they 
could earn an honest Jiving and m ust steal to support themselves. There is a feeling of 
insecurity among our settlers and I  know of a t least one who has left the country on 
this account.

Patrols were kept up as well as possible on the boundary line, in the Boscurvis 
d istrict and in the settlem ents along the Souris Branch of the C.P.R. The little  towns 
along the road are growing up.

Some trips were made into the Moose M ountain district.

SETTLERS.

The eastern half of this d istric t is one of the best settled in the North-west. The 
settlers are all prosperous. Only a  few came in this year, b u t many are expected to 
come next year.

RANCHES.

There are a few small cattle  ranches in the west half of the d istric t and the farmers 
in the east are getting  quite a few cattle  together. Some of them having bunches of 
forty or fifty.

There are no horse ranches, and there was a big demand for horses this year. There 
were I  should say some three hundred brought in from the U nited  States.

CROPS.

Crops have been good, w heat averaging about tw enty bushels to the acre. The 
acreage of oats was small owing to the short spring. The retu rn  was good and they are 
bringing a high price.

GAME.

Ducks were plenty, chicken fairly so, showing an increase. There were a  few 
black tail deer, bu t the Half-breeds have nearly killed them out. They killed four 
out of a band of five on Short Creek and are after the fifth. Antelope are very scarce. 
For some reason geese were scarce this fall.

HALF-BREEDS.

There are three families of Half-breeds. They are well conducted, industrious and 
good workers.

HORSES.

There were twelve horses up to the middle of September. Two were cast and sold 
and three spare ones sent to Regina. The seven we now have are good.

FORAGE.

W e have a contract for oats for Estevan and N orth  P o rta l a t 30 cents per bushel. 
The contractor is giving satisfaction, b u t he will lose money as oats are w orth  35 cents
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now and hard to get. W e have a contract for hay a t $4.50 a ton  for N orth  Portal. 
The horses here are boarded for hay and stabling. Those a t Oxbow are boarded a t 40 
centB per day.

RATIONS.

The men board a t hotels a t 60 cents per day.

CLOTHING AND KIT.

The clothing and k it has been of good quality.

* DISCIPLINE AND CONDUCT.

I  am pleased to give a high character of the four men in my charge.

TARGET PRACTICE.

The men were pu t through the annual course, by Inspector Starnes.

ARMS.

The W inchester is a back number. The rogues over the border, th a t we may have 
to tackle any time, are armed w ith the newest pattern , small bore rifle, mostly “ The 
Savage,” about the same class of arm as our Lee Metford. They are as much above 
a W inchester as th a t gun is above a six-shooter, and though the  w riters of fiction love 
to portray their desperados with a  six-shooter in  each hand, in real life on the bold 
prairie they prefer a first-class rifle and long range practice and if they have the best 
rifle they are not above taking advantage of i t  by lengthening the range.

QUARANTINE

There was no stock held in quarantine this year, bu t we had the carrying out of 
the regulations of the Contagious Diseases A ct. There were a  few cases of glanders, 
the horses were destroyed.

Three cattle died near Gainsboro’ of anthrax . Their bodies were disposed of, as 
required by law. Some cattle  died of the same disease in the same neighbourhood last 
year.

ALIEN LABOUR LAW.

Two outfits w ent through to the Crow’s N est railway. They were reported to 
Mr. McCreary.

I  have the honour to be, sir,

Y our obedient servant,

JO H N  H Y N E S,
Sergeant in  charge o f sub-district.
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A N N U A L  R E P O R T  O F S U P E R IN T E N D E N T  J . COTTON, C O M M A N D IN G  “ C ” 
D IV IS IO N , 1897, T O G E T H E R  W IT H  R E P O R T  FR O M  ST A FF-SE R G E A N T  
W . J .  H A L L .

The Commissioner
N orth-west M ounted Police, 

Regina.

N o r t h -w e s t  M o u n t e d  P o l ic e ,

B a t t l e f o r d , 30th November, 1897.

Sir,— I  have the honour to subm it for your inform ation my annual report for the 
year ending this day.

CRIME.

I  have, I  am pleased to say, once more to report th a t the crime committed in this 
d is tric t during the  past year has been light. The following is a summary of the cases 
on record, viz. :—

Convictions—
Malicious injury to p ro p erty ............................................... 1
Ind ians d runk ...................................................................................... 2

, Indians taking pa rt in a give-away dance . . .........  .............. 9
A s s a u lt .................................................................................................  4
Setting  fire to prairie........................................................................  1
Setting  fire to stubble w ithout proper p recautions..................  1
Creating a disturbance...................................................................... 2

Committed for tr ia l—
M urder (found “ not gu ilty” a t t r i a l ) ........................................  1
Perjury  (2 found “ gu ilty” a t tr ia l ;  disagreem ent of jury 

on th ird  case; court adjourned until May nex t).................. 3

GENERAL STATE OF THE DISTRICT.

The general sta te  of the d istrict has been of an orderly character. This can, I  
think, be safely a ttribu ted  to an efficient police service in which the people have confi
dence.

The past year has been a prosperous one, markedly so in fact. The crops of wheat, 
oats and barley have never been surpassed, nor has the average yield to the acre been 
greater. The root crops and general garden produce are very tine. The B ittleford 
A gricultural Society’s annual exhibition was held a t a time when the farmers were 
busy w ith their crops. This, no doubt, largely reduced the num ber of entries made 
in the different classes. N otw ithstanding this the showing in many of the divisions was 
magnificent. V isitors from outlying districts, including th a t portion of the territories 
situated  along the main line of the Canadian Pacific Railway, were surprised a t the 
results, and bore testimony to the capabilities of the B attleford d is tric t from a purely 
agricultural point of view.

Ranchers, owners of cattle, horses and sheep, have reason to be fully satisfied w ith 
the results of the past year. The marked improvement in cattle  brought about by the
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general and extended im portation of thoroughbred bulls is very apparent, and acknow 
ledged by cattle men and buyers from outside districts. Some of the bands of horses 
have also been greatly improved. In  the breeding of heavy draught horses Mr. Mac- 
farlane, of Balgeannie, has been eminently successful. H is im portations of stallions 
and mares, made some years ago, showed good judgm ent, the result being th a t his 
young stock is to-day in demand, and invariably*commands high prices. The general 
service horse has improved, and I  am inclined to th ink th a t suitable rem ounts for the 
police could now be purchased in the district. Such purchases, as you are aware, have 
not heretofore been made.

Sheep men are also satisfied with the annual returns. D uring th e  year some 800' 
head of cattle have been exported. In  addition to this, cattle  buyers and dealers, not 
in all cases residents of the district, hold some 450 head, principally young stock, now 
being wintered here and held for fu ture shipment.

INDIAN AFFAIRS GENERALLY

I  think I  can safely say th a t the Indian  D epartm ent has had efficient assistance a t 
our hands during the year.

The “ Refugee Créés” alluded to in my report of last year, and num bering some- 
155 souls, who came over from the U nited  States, have, I  th ink, become partially  
settled. I  tru st none of them have returned southward. The Ind ian  D epartm ent has 
made no report of such being the case. These Indians, as I  have before had occasion 
to remark, are not of a particularly desirable class. So far they have not given much 
trouble ; perhaps it  would be more correct to say they have not been allowed to. They 
will be none the worse for police supervision for Some tim e to come.

In  the month of January  of the present year several Indians, among them  very 
prom inent men, were tried  by Inspector Begin and mj'self under amendm ents to the 
Ind ian  Act. The charge was for having taken p a rt in an Ind ian  celebration known as 
a “ giveaw ay dance.” The Indians were convicted, and I  a t the-tim e reported to you 
as follows :—

“ I  have the honour to inform you th a t on the 15th inst. (January) the following 
Indians (Créés) of Thunderchild’s Reserve, viz.: Thunderchild (chief), Enu, W apaha,. 
Paddy and Okanu, were tried before Inspector Begin and myself on a charge of taking 
part and assisting to celebrate a t an Indian  give-away dance. ( Vide 58 & 59 Vic., chap. 
35, sec. 6, which amends sec. 114 of Indian  Act.) The complaint and inform ation was 
laid by a farm instructor acting under instructions of the Ind ian  agent. This last 
named official was present a t the trial and conducted the prosecution. A ll the Indians 
pleaded guilty. The Indians Paddy and Okanu, both very young men, were released 
on suspended sentence. The Indians Thunderchild, Enu and W apaha were sentenced 
to two months’ imprisonment, the minimum punishm ent provided for un4er the section 
quoted above. In  this respect I would say th a t I  and the m agistrate sitting  w ith me 
regretted exceedingly th a t we were precluded from inflicting a much lighter sentence, 
which, for a first offence, would, in our opinion, have been more advisable and quite as 
well calculated to pu t a stop to the objectionable practices aimed a t by the am endm ent 
to the Indian  Act. For some years past the Ind ian  agent here has used strenuous 
efforts to stop these dances, bu t unfortunately w ithout success. The demoralizing effect 
accompanying the excitem ent and prem editated idleness w ith which the rites of this 
so-called ceremony are surrounded was becoming disastrous to the  different reserves; 
cattle were left to starve and general work neglected.

“ The advisability of bringing these cases to tria l was, I  took care to ascertain, care
fully considered prior to any action being taken. The Ind ian  agent, I  understood, had 
special instructions as to the policy of his departm ent. I  presume he has reported the 
result of the trial.

“ I  would point out to you th a t the Indians convicted are old men, one of them, 
Thunderchild, is a chief. Two m onths’ im prisonment w ithout hard labour is a very 
severe sentence and not unlikely to be injurious to health.
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“ I  am satisfied th a t these convictions will ‘prove an absolute death blow to the 
nefarious Ind ian  practices known as a ‘ give-away dance.’ This, in addition to w hat I  
have already said, will, I  tru st, justify  you in recommending th a t the Indians be released 
say, a t the end of three weeks’ imprisonment. I t  appears to me the case is one m eriting 
the clemency of H is Excellency the Governor G eneral.”

W ith  regard to the above, I  th ink  experience has shown th a t the minimum sentence 
to be awarded in  such cases should be lighter. I  tru s t the  Ind ian  A ct may be so 
amended during the coming session of Parliam ent.

I  should have said th a t the  Indians convicted were not harshly punished, in as 
much as my recommendations, endorsed by you, were acted upon. H is Excellency the 
Governor General saw fit to rem it the greater pa rt of the sentences inflicted.

I, last year, made a re turn  of the Indian  population of this district. There are no 
material changes in figures to report. I  th ink a slight increase has taken place. I  
estim ate the to tal of Stony and Cree (including Refugees) as about 2,536.

The usual police escorts were supplied for the conveyance of Ind ian  annuity  money. 
Escorts were also furnished Ind ian  agents during annual payments. The non-com
missioned officers and men comprising such escorts performed the duty  devolving on 
them in a satisfactory manner, for such, I  have the assurance of the Ind ian  D epart
m ent officials.

THE SHOOTING OF “ ALMIGHTY VOICE” AND OTHER INDIANS IN ADJOINING DISTRICTS.

The facts in connection w ith the shooting of “ Alm ighty V oice” and other Indians, 
while resisting arrest, will, of course, be dealt w ith by the officer commanding the 
Prince A lbert district. W h at I  wish to bring to your notice is, the influence th a t such 
an event had, and I  think m ust always have, among the Indians of other districts. 
A nything in the shape of w hat is termed “ Indian  trouble ” spreads with an almost 
inconceivable rapidity, and it  is astonishing how well informed the Indians (even a t very 
considerable distances) are kept by “ ru n n ers” from other camps and reserves. In  
dealing with, this subject, I  cannot, I  think, do better than  make extracts from some 
reports I  made you a t the time. On the 7th Ju n e  last, I  wrote in my weekly report of 
th a t date :—

“ I  have seen the Ind ian  agent during the past week, also Chiefs Moosomin, 
Thunderchild and young Poundmaker. All is quiet on the Ind ian  reserves. I  have 
had special patrols out.

“ H ad the trouble a t Duck Lake in connection w ith ‘A lm ighty V oice’ continued 
i t  would undoubtedly have unsettled the Indians of this district.

“ The Refugee Créés th a t came in from Montana, U .S.A., last year (155 in number) 
are for the greater part, not yet settled on the reserves. Many of these Indians have 
been ‘ hangers on ’ about American towns and settlem ents, some of them have learn t 
to  speak English. The intercourse these Ind ians have had w ith w hite men about 
western American settlements, has not, in my opinion, been of a beneficial nature. I  
pointed this out to the Ind ian  agent.”

On the 14th June  I  made you a special report, in which I  said : “ I  have to 
acknowledge the receipt of your telegram, regarding supposed cattle killing by Indians, 
and movements of Indians.”

I  have two patrol parties out now and another will leave this afternoon or to-morrow. 
I  will keep you posted as to information received as you direct.

On Indian  m atters generally, I  would call a tten tion  to the rem arks I  made thereon 
in  my weekly report dated the 7 th  Ju n e  ; I  have still to report th a t  the Indians are 
quiet on the reserves. A  satisfactory sta te  of affairs bu t one th a t can change instan t
aneously as we all know.

The trouble over A lm ighty Voice has been much talked of among all the Indians ; 
trea ty  and non-treaty. The result has not as far as known made itself apparent in any 
overt act on the part çf the Indians, as I have said all is quiet ; still the way the Indians 
ta lk  over this m atter (Ind ian  fashion of course) comes to my ears and the ears of the 
Ind ian  D epartm ent officials also. I t  is quite evident th a t the spirit of unrest, thought
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apparently dormant, is by no means dead among the younger men. I t  is not to be 
wondered at, the habits of a life time are not easy to unlearn. W hile the chiefs and 
older men are adverse to, and even fear any trouble arising, the young men are not all of 
the same mind. They not only realize w hat an amount of mischief a few Indians can 
do before being punished but they have an enormously exaggerated idea of their own 
power. This added to the love of notoriety, largely developed in Indian  character, points 
them out as an element requiring careful police supervision a t all times. A nother point, 
the Indians in the district are not as well off as they have been in the past. As to non
trea ty  Indians the hunting and fishing have been poor. The trea ty  Indians find i t  hard, 
they say next to impossible, to earn money by working for or making sales of wood to 
white men, this owing to some extent to the extraordinarily  heavy losses in cattle  
(many work oxen) suffered by the Indians last winter. In  addition to these losses I  
think it  is known th a t the Indians do not now possess the num ber of cattle  formerly 
shown on the departm ental stock books, in other words the In d ian ’s power to earn 
something over and above w hat they receive as aid (in the shape of rations) from the 
Government has in the past been overrated. A  hungry Ind ian  like a hungry white man 
is not as docile or as contented as he is found to be under more favourable circumstances.

In  talking among themselves as well as to their Half-breed and w hite friends the 
Indians m aintain th a t the daily ration received is too small to live on, and th a t their 
power of supplementing such ration by their own labour has become minimized. In  
addition to this, though strictly  speaking not relating to Indians, the poorer class of Half- 
breeds are in bad circumstances some u tterly  destitute, of these some are really Indians 
by b irth  though they do not take treaty. These people (who I  m ight note have had 
much consideration and aid from the Government) are related tç  the Indians speaking 
the same language. They exercise a certain influence, which I  fear is not in the m ajority 
of cases likely to be a favourable one even if comparatively passive. Then again 
there are always those white men who should know better, who when occasion offers, as it  
must from time to time, are not only too glad to sympathize with Ind ian  statem ents and 
conclusions drawn therefrom to an ex ten t th a t establishes a belief in a grievance.

I  earnestly hope th a t I  have not expressed myself in a m anner a t all calculated to 
convey the impression th a t I  have taken upon myself to criticize the policy of the Ind ian  
Departm ent. N othing could be further from my desire. The Ind ian  agent here I  see 
constantly, I  know he takes a keen in terest in the affairs of his departm ent and works 
indefatigably. I  speak of the Indians from a police point of view only, and in so far as 
they, and circumstances in connection w ith their condition, m ight affect the peace and 
well-being of this district. I  have since had no reason to change any of the views I  
then expressed, nor do I  think comment a t any length is necessary. I  give a practical 
illustration showing how imperative i t  is th a t an efficient police force be m aintained in 
Saskatchewan, w ithout the moral inflûence, as well as the power of, such force the result 
would have been vastly different. W e know from the experience of our neighbours, 
south of the international line, th a t even a small Ind ian  war makes large demands on 
the public treasury. In  addition to this Canada has had her own experience in  1885.

PR A IR IE  FIRES.

The first fire of the year was seen on the 15th April, and by the following day fires 
appeared to be coming from all directions, one even being between the B attle and 
Saskatchewan Rivers. By making strenuous efforts we were enabled to save all 
property th a t was in danger.

A n Indian  boy was brought before me charged w ith setting fire to the prairie, and 
although his act was a deliberate one and was the cause of a very extended fire, I  had 
to take into consideration his youthfulness, and th a t his act was in ignorance of the 
consequences ; I  therefore sentenced him to two weeks’ imprisonment.

These fires continued until th e  7th May, which day saw the last of them  for the 
year. I t  is a remarkable fact, and owing entirely to the very w et summer we have 
had, th a t no signs of a  prairie fire have been seen this fall.
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A  settler was charged before me on the 19th May w ith setting fire to the stubble 
on his land w ithout taking the necessary precautions, by reason of which a prairie fire 
was started. Taking into consideration the fact th a t the accused worked a day and a 
n igh t with the help of a hired man in pu tting  out the fire, and fu rther th a t through his 
exertions much property was saved, I  released him on his paying a fine of $10.

T hat loss by prairie fire is a danger th a t N orth-west settlers have constantly to 
face is an acknowledged fact. The subject is one th a t the territo ria l press keep before 
their readers, i t  has also had, and will doubtless continue to have, the atten tion  of the 
people’s representatives in the Legislative Assembly. W e hear from time to tim e of 
inventions th a t have been made for preventing and extinguishing prairie fires; it  is to be 
hoped th a t practical good will result therefrom. In  the meantime, as I  have said, the 
danger of loss by fire continues. As far as this district is concerned it  is to the favourable 
season th a t the absence of prairie fires is wholly owing. Im m ediately after such a season 
the experience of other years is to a great ex ten t lost sight of. This year, I  am thankful 
to say, there is little  loss to record, yet i t  is to be hoped th a t the settlers will not 
become imbued w ith a false sense of security. A n unfavourable season and the danger 
is as great as ever, greater in fact, for in the past police fire patrols have been kept on 
the move, special detachm ents have been located a t the different points, all w ith the 
view of preventing fires and aiding settlers when they did take place. As the strength  
of the force in the older portions of the territories becomes yearly reduced, as has been the 
case, so also m ust the power of rendering such aid from police sources be minimized. 
Should next spring or autum n be extremely dry, prairie fires may rage as fiercely as 
ever. As soon as loss is sustained or property threatened, demands will be made for 
police services ; compliance with such demands, with a greatly reduced force, will not be 
practicable. Complaints will probably be many and loud. I t  behoves all classes of 
settlers to remember the possible danger and as far as possible guard against it.

In  my report of last year I  said :— “ The average settler and rancher is a busy 
man, and, during the summer and autum n months particularly, every m inute is taken 
up. As a rule he does something to protect his haystacks, etc., b u t in the m ajority of 
cases t}ie something is not thorough. I  believe if bona fide guards were made a t the pro
per season of the year around prescribed districts, taking advantage of natural aids, such 
as rivers, creeks, etc., the money so employed would be well expended. The expenses 
incurred would take the form of money used in insurance, and. would be fractional 
compared to the loss so often sustained. In  this I  speak of a d istric t like th a t of 
Saskatchewan, where hay is pu t up to feed cattle  during the w inter months. Possibly 
a practical ordinance could be framed. Of course expenditure of money in such cases 
would have to be general and compulsory.”

LIQUOR LAWS.

Two Indians have been punished for being drunk and two w hite m en- for being 
drunk and creating a disturbance.

I  hope th a t experience will show th a t the amended liquor ordinance is both prac
tical and beneficial.

HALF-BREEDS.

A s I  have previously pointed out the Half-breed population of the d istric t is a large 
one. These people have worked hard during the year. Freighting, harvesting, fishing 
and hunting are their principal means of support. I  speak only of the poorer jclass of 
Half-breeds. There is always a certain am ount of destitu tion  and suffering, particularly 
during the w inter months. The Government has shown these people much consideration, 
which, I  th ink is appreciated. The free relief given in urgent cases has been very small, 
i t  has*been principally to old people, also to infirm and sick ; th a t the demands for such 
relief have been few speaks well for the efforts made to be self sustaining.

I t  is never possible to foretell with anything like certain ty  w hat is likely to happen 
during the coming winter, should i t  prove to be a  hard one, game, fu r and fish scarce,
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then in some cases aid will be necessary, either in the shape of work provided or free 
relief.

TELEGRAPH AND TELEPH ON E LINES.

U nder this head I  will ask leave to repeat w hat I  said last year :— “ The telegraph 
and telephone lines have worked regularly during the year.

“ The establishment of a telegraph office a t Bresaylor has been of much convenience.
“ I  would bring to your notice and strongly recommend th a t telephonic communica

tion be established between the telegraph office a t Onion Lake and our outpost there. 
The distance is about miles, the cost would be next to nothing, our men could, I  
think, get out the poles required. I t  would certainly make police service more efficient 
if the non-commissioned officer in charge a t Onion Lake could a t all times be promptly 
communicated with from here.”

In  addition to the above recommendation, may I  point out th a t a telegraph in stru 
m ent could be pu t in our detachm ent building a t M acfarlanes (Saskatoon trail), a t a 
nominal cost. I f  a constable could be found having a knowledge of telegraphy, he could 
be stationed there as one of the detachment, and be available as Government line repairer 
as well. This recommendation if acted upon would increase the efficiency of the telegraph 
service, and be an undoubted aid to the police force in the district.

ROADS AND BRIDGES.

The B attle  R iver bridge, a useful and im portant Dominion public work, has under
gone some repairs during the year. Such repairs were necessary. This bridge is in 
constant use, and as a public thoroughfare is of great convenience. I  understand it  to be 
the intention of the departm ent to have some fu rther repairs completed in the spring. On 
the “ stitch in time ” principle, this bridge should be inspected periodically and its con
dition reported upon.

The other bridges, all small ones, in the district were built anctare  m aintained w ith 
territorial funds. They are in very fair condition. On the Saskatoon tra il the  num ber 
of bridges necessary is very great. D uring the past summer, considerable work has 
been done on them under the direction of the d is tric t engineer. A  new and more 
direct trail has been opened up between Battleford and Baljeannie. The roads in the 
d istric t are on the whole good.

GAME.

L ast w inter deer were very plentiful. I t  is too soon yet to speak of the coming 
w inter ; bu t Indians and Half-breeds report many tracks seen, and are confident of a 
good hunt.

Geesé, ducks and swans were very numerous this autum n, bu t the warm w eather 
prevented native hunters from putting  away the usual supply for w inter use.

Prairie chickens and ruffed grouse were scarce, though possibly not quite so much 
so as last year.

FURS.

The fur trade was quite up to the average, not so large as last year, bu t still good. 
The value of furs exported from B attleford was, I  should judge, $13,500 or $14,000. 
Of furs exported from outlying districts it  is hard to estimate.

I t  is expected th a t rabbits will be very scarce this winter, or they may disappear 
altogether ; if so tho trade in lynx and fox skins will decrease.

FISH ER IE S.

I t  may, a t first sight, appear an unnecessary repetition to quote the rem arks I  last 
year made under this head, yet the subject is too im portant to be passed over lightly,
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and  I  earnestly hope it  is to have early departm ental attention . W hat I  said was :— 
“ A ll the Saskatchewan d is tric t is rich in fish which abound in the rivers 
and  large inland lakes. The fish may be classified as follows : W hitefish, sturgeon, 
pickerel, lake or salmon trout, pike or jackfish and goldeye. To a large por
tion of the H alf breed and Ind ian  population, fish is the most im portant article of diet. 
In  addition to this it  is a mercantile commodity as affecting their revenues in trade and 
sale, this particularly during the w inter months. Of course I  now make no allusion to  
fish th a t are exported by fishing companies. Some years ago, in w riting under this 
head I  said ‘ I  am aware th a t the protection of the fish is receiving a tten tion  a t the 
hands of the Dominion Government. I t  may be well to note therefore th a t the fishery 
regulations are not generally known and understood in the territories. To the average 
Half-breed and Ind ian  mind a close season for fish is unaccountable. I  believe I  am 
righ t in saying th a t the  fishery authorities have only been able to establish a close season 
for fish in settled portions of the territories. Doubtless this has been unavoidable bu t 
i t  has nevertheless given rise to general dissatisfaction, particularly among the Indians. 
I t  is obvious th a t an Ind ian  living near a large settlem ent cannot understand why he a t 
stated periods is not allowed to set out his nets, knowing as he does th a t his relations in 
more remote and out of the way places kill fish all the year round. I  believe th a t in so 
fa r as they relate to Indians the regulations will require some elastic provisions, and th a t 
it  will not be found advisable or practicable to enforce such regulations on any cast iron 
rule. I  notice too th a t few people agree as to the habits of fish, and the diversity of 
opinions expressed as to the true spawning season is wonderful. On this point I  th ink 
i t  would be advisable for the departm ent controlling the fisheries to obtain the opinion 
of reliable and experienced northern fishermen.’ I  find th a t in the Battleford d istric t 
the native population are not as familiar w ith the conditions of the Fisheries A ct as 
they are with the game laws. I  a ttrib u te  this to the fact th a t in B attleford itself there 
is no representative of the Fisheries D epartm ent. I  tru s t this will soon be rectified and 
a  capable man employed who should receive sufficient rem uneration to enable him to 
devote ample time for the careful carrying out of the prescribed regulations regarding close 
seasons.”

FEV EE EPIDEM IC.

Early in th is year scarlet fever made itself apparent in the district, many cases were 
located by the doctors. The people realized th a t prom pt and effective steps should be 
taken to prevent as far as possible the spread of the disease. A  public meeting was called 
and representations were made to the Lieutenant-Governor and council, result being 
th a t a board of health was authorized and organized. The practical step taken by the 
board were carried into effect by non-commissioned officers and men of this division 
detailed by me for th a t purpose, the duty required was efficiently and thoroughly per
formed, this to the entire satisfaction of the board of health and the people of the dis
tr ic t generally.

By so employing the police, in addition to the efficiency I  have noted, the general 
expenditure connected with the duties appertaining to the board of health were mini
mized so effecting a very considerable saving.

One settler a t Jackfish lost two of his children by scarlet fever.
I t  is many months now since any cases have been reported, none I  believe are now 

known to exist. I  firmly believe th a t scarlet fever would have gone through all the 
Indian  reserves had i t  not been for the precautionary steps taken. I am thankful to 
be able to say this ; scarlet fever once established amongst Indians could only have been 
eradicated with much difficulty and the chances are loss of life. »

Soon after mid-summer cases of typhoid fever were reported, a t least three deaths 
are a ttribu tab le  to this disease. The outbreak was severe enough though mild when 
compared w ith the experience of other years. I  feared a t  one tim e th a t the outbreak 
was to be a very bad one and th a t the history of 1886 m ight repeat itself, fortunately 
such was not the case. The assistant-surgeon may, in his report, be able to inform you 
as to the exact number of typhoid cases treated.
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As to the cause of typhoid outbreaks the subject has in the past been fully discussed 
by our surgeons. I  am aware th a t it  is considered a sacrilege for an ordinary “ layman 
to express an opinion thereon, I  may safely say, however, th a t sanitary precautions 
and regulations have not always received due atten tion  from the settlers of the district. 
W hat was in the power of the police to do was done.

W hen a settlem ent becomes as large as Battleford, I  should think i t  would be in 
the public interest and welfare to pu t the village ordinance in force, by so doing funds 
would be divided in an equitable manner. I* v !

I  am pleased to be able to report th a t no member of the force serving here con
tracted  either scarlet or typhoid fever. I  have invariably used my utm ost endeavour to 
keep the post buildings scrupulously clean. In  a w et season, such as the last, pools of 
stagnant water remained exposed during the greater pa rt of the summer. There are a 
large number of such holes inside the barrack inclosure, these should be filled up w ith 
gravel. The quantity  of gravel required would be great b u t the work is necessary ; the 
police could not haul nearly all the gravel required themselves, b u t I  would suggest 
contracts being let in the spring to deserving Half-breeds.

OUT-POSTS.

The perm anent out-posts of the division are a t Onion Lake, Macfarlanes, H en rie tta  
and Jackfish. Every atten tion  has been paid to making them as comfortable and com
plete as possible. The m anner in which they are kept leaves nothing to  be desired. " ■ J

Onion Lake is an im portant point and has, for some years, been in charge of a staff- 
sergeant. M onthly reports of the work done have been furnished you. I t  is from this 
point th a t patrols are made to Egg Lake (where a new Half-breed sèttlem ent is situated), 
Saddle Lake, Whitefish Reserve, Frog Lake, Moose Lake, Island Lake, Cold Lake and 
P itt.

The detachments a t Macfarlanes and H enrie tta  are situated on the Saskatoon trail. 
A t very little  cost and principally by our work considerable additions have been made. 
In  addition to these out-posts being necessary as police stopping places, patrols are con
ducted therefrom, and when prairie fires are likely to occur ex tra  men are stationed 
there as fire-gardians. A ll the out-posts were inspected very frequently during the year 
by myself and other officers. Reports of such inspections were forwarded you.

A temporary out-post was established a tB resay lo r when danger from prairie fire 
was apprehended.

A t Big Gully (which is between Bresaylor and P it t)  we have a small shack and 
stable which we built ourselves. W e also have a  sufficient quan tity  of hay pu t up. 
These buildings are made use of in w inter by parties travelling to and from Onion Lake.

I  should like to see a police out-post built halfway between H en rie tta  and Saska
toon. Such an out-post, or more properly speaking stopping place, would be useful 
a t all times of the year, particularly in winter. A supply of hay could be pu t up as is 
done a t Big Gully. I t  would not be necessary to keep any men stationed there.

STRENGTH OP DIVISION.

The following table shows the present d istribution :—

Place. Officers. N.C. 
Officers. Constables. Specials.

4

Total.

42
4
2
2
1

0
B attleford ...................... ......................................... 3
Onion L ake.............. ............................................... i . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
H enrietta.........................................................  ...............
Macfarlanes. . .  .................................................  1 .................

8
1
1

27
3
1
2
ÏJack fish ................................................................... .................

T o ta l......................................................... 3 10 34 4 51
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There have been transferred from the division for duty in the Yukon, two 
corporals and five men ; three constables have purchased their discharge, and two con
stables have been discharged, their time having expired. One of the latter, however, 
Reg. No. 2419, Constable J . S. Allen, re-engaged for a fu rther term  of three years 
service on the 8th of this month.

F. G. Burke, a boy fourteen years of age, has been engaged as bugler.
There has therefore been a net loss to the division of two corporals and eight men.

PHYSIQUE AND H EA LTH  OF DIVISION.

The physique and health of the division is good. Special mention thereof will no 
doubt be made by the assistant surgeon in his annual report.

The nearest approach to a case of serious illness is th a t of Reg. No. 2463, Sergeant 
S. Crosthwait, who is now in hospital suffering from an acute a ttack  of rheumatism.

CONDUCT AND D ISCIPLIN E.

The conduct and discipline of the division has, I  am pleased to say, been very good. 
The following re tu rn  of punishments awarded and fines inflicted speaks for itself :—

Im p riso n ed ...................................................... , ........................................  2
C.B................................................................................................................. 1
C.B. and fin ed ..........................................................................................  9
F in e d ............................................................................................................  13

Total........................................................................................ 25

Total am ount of fines inflicted, $150.

DESERTIONS.

There have been no desertions from this division for the past twelve years.

DRILL.

W ith  the strength  of the division annually decreasing and the police duties 
demanded of us increasing, it  is not always found practicable to have a thorough course 
of drill gone through with. I  may say, however, th a t during the past w inter drills 
were carried on in the new drill hall, men were divided into classes and squads, and 
satisfactory progress made. I  hope to continue drill in a like m anner during the 
coming winter. M ounted parades, drills and exercise rides were held as often as 
possible.

POLICE DUTY AND PATROLS.

A  glance a t the map attached will give some idea of the ex ten t of the divisional 
patrols. The area covered is a large one. In  the first place i t  was necessary to visit 
periodically the different Ind ian  reserves and camps of non-treaty Indians, as well as 
the fishing lakes where Indians, particularly non-treaty Indians and some of the poorer 
classes of Half-breeds, are for a great pa rt of the year constantly congregated. In  addi
tion to this, ranchers and other settlers located in isolated places like to see, and look 
for, police patrols. A fact th a t I  th ink  shows confidence in the m anner in which such 
police duties are performed.

To m aintain an efficient patrol system w ith reduced strength  taxed our resources 
considerably. No men, employed or otherwise were exempt from such duty.
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The weekly patrol reports from Onion. Lake, Jackfish, Macfarlanes and H en rie tta  
were forwarded you as received.
■■ ] t  was found necessary to make a special patrol to Sounding Lake during the 

month of May. A t this time an intelligent Ind ian  known as Young Poundm aker 
reported to me th a t while hunting in the vicinity of Sounding Lake he came upon a 
shack th a t had recently been occupied by hunters or travellers. N ear the shack he saw 
w hat he took to be a newly made grave. H e also followed the tra il of a wagon going, 
as he thought, in the direction of Maple Creek or Medicine H at. O ther reports of a 
much more sensational character were also in circulation, and foul play was hin ted  at. 
I  therefore decided to send out a patrol under Sergeant Mills. The party  left here on 
the 21st May, it  was therefore on its way to Sounding Lake when your orders regarding 
such patrol were received. The instructions Sergeant Mills had were similar to those 
sent me by you. Sergeant Mills returned here on the  31st May and made me the 
following report as to the duty  performed :—

“ On arriving a t the hunters’ shack, seven miles north-w est of Sounding Lake, I  
found the grave reported by the Indian. I t  was well fenced in and a t the head of the 
grave was placed a piece of hewed poplar 1 2 x 6  inches w ith the following inscription 
cut in it  : ‘Sacred to the memory of Charles Lennox. Died M arch 1st, 1897. Age 40 
years 3 months.’ The grave is on top of a knoll about 75 yards from the shack. I  
looked about the shack and in the ridge polls inside I  found the  following w ritten  in 
pencil : ‘ A rrived here 25th Oct., 1896, left here on the 10th April, 1897, and pulled for 
Medicine H at. (Signed) G. E. A dsit.’ On the floor of the shack I  found a discharge 
form of Thos. W illiam H arris, a bill of goods purchased in H avre, Mont., a ticket to the 
races a t Medicine H at, Sept. 2nd, 1896, and the names of Griffith and E. G. Hales on 
the title  pages of books. On the following day I  opened the  grave and about five feet 
down I  found the remains of a man about 40 years old, 6 feet 1 inch tall, complexion 
fair, with sandy beard and th in  long hair of the same shade, weight when alive about 
200 pounds. Judging by the face of the corpse I  would say he had not been tick long, 
as it  looked just as full as it  would in life. The grave was well made w ith poles and 
blankets (the same kind of blankets as used by the police), the rem ains were covered 
w ith a cow skin robe and a rug (the rug also the same as the police issue), the body was 
propel ly laid in the grave and there were no marks of violence on it  as far as I  could 
see. I filled the grave in the same way as I  found it  and returned to  the post.”

From the report and other inquiries made it  was afterw ards ascertained th a t there 
had been no foul play, th a t Mr. Lennox, an ex-member of the force, had died from 
natural causes ; also th a t while ill he had apparently had every care possible from the 
hands of his comrade, Mr. Adsit, who afterw ards buried the body.

In  Staff-Sergeant H all’s report of last year, he mentions the fact of a  man named 
Scholey being drowned near Moose Creek. S trange to say, the body was found by 
Corporal Smith as far down the Saskatchewan as H enrietta , this was on the 9th Ju ly  
last. Corporal Smith, by my directions, buried the body a t H enrietta . Scholey was a 
discharged sergeant in the Royal A rtillery. I  have made several inquiries through 
Im perial authorities and other ways, bu t so far can trace no next of kin. The personal 
effects th a t belonged to Scholey are now in charge of Staff-Sergeant H all, a t Onion 
Lake, among them is nothing of value. I t  was clearly shown th a t he had no 
money in his possession a t the time of his death.

YUKON SERVICE AS IT AFFECTS DIVISIONS.

The im portant services demanded of the police in the Y ukon district, necessitated 
the selection of some of the very best men in the divisions for such work. Speaking for 
my own division, the loss of such men is much felt, i t  has not been found possible to 
replace them, and the division has necessarily suffered in efficiency and by reduction. 
So i t  m ust if the force in the Yukon country is to be augmented w ithout a similar 
increase in the establishm ent of the different divisions.
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HORSES.

The horses of the division are d istributed as follows :—

Place. Saddle. Team. Totals.

30 7 37
4 1 5
3 3
3 3
1 1
1 1

1 1

42 !) 51

The division has lost by death, two, viz., Reg. Nos. 948 and 1114, -and 13 
have been cast and sold for cash a t the rate of $21 per head. H orse Reg. No. 2194 
(shown as “ lost ”) has not yet been recovered. Seven remounts have been received 
from depot.

A n inspection of the horses was made by Inspector B urnett, V.S., in the month of 
October. H e found the horses in good condition, and has, I  presume, furnished you 
with special report.

The to tal num ber of miles travelled is 102,967.

HERD.

The horses turned out to herd last w inter did well, and came back in good condition 
and benefited by the change. The herd ground was situated a t the south end of Jack- 
fish Lake, some tw enty miles from here. I  am satisfied th a t this winter, equally good 
feed can be obtained much nearer, six or seven miles distant. This will be more con
venient for the officers and veterinary staff-sergeant making fortnightly  inspections. 
I t  will also lighten transport work.

TH E POST LATRINE.

D uring the summer we built, w ith police labour, a  large new latrine. I t  is con
structed on w hat is known as the “ dry earth  system.” The money appropriated for th is 
building was certainly well spent. A w ant often mentioned by the surgeons and others 
has a t last been supplied.

TH E DRILL HALL.

The old recreation hall, which we now term the “ drill hall,” as now completed, pre
sents a very fair appearance and would do credit to any barracks. The work was done by 
our carpenter, Reg. No. 2593, Constable A. M. Frizzell, under my directions. Such a 
hall has long been wanted for drill instruction purposes during the w inter months. I t  
also makes a suitable court house and is used as such a t the sittings of the Supreme 
Court.

BUILDING REPAIRS NECESSARY.

As I  have recently reported the buildings comprising th is post (I  do not speak of 
the old log buildings) all more or less require repairs of a perm anent character. The 
buildings are valuable and it  is false economy to neglect them further, stone foundations 
should be pu t under all of them. They should be painted outside, and, where required
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new porches, platforms and doorsteps built. New flooring was necessary, and inside 
of stable carefully gone over.

I  presume such repairs could only be done under the Public W orks D epartm ent or 
on contract. W ith  the number of men here now such work, or any considerable part 
of it, could not be attem pted by police labour.

Practically speaking nothing has been done to these buildings, beyond very small 
repairs which from time to time became imperative, since they were built. The small 
sums of money from time to time appropriated have been expended w ith judgm ent and 
economy. Every advantage was taken of police labour.

I  have furnished you w ith an approximate estim ate as to cost of repairs necessary 
and I  tru s t it  will be possible to set apart a separate appropriation for the much needed 
work. Unless stone foundations are built with a view of replacing the wooden sills now 
rotten, the buildings will suffer still further. The shingling requires repairs in many 
places. W ith  the exception of the roofs the buildings have not been painted on the out
side since completion. Such painting is little  short of a necessity if the  slightest regard 
is to be given to their being kept sound and weatherproof, to say nothing of the 
desirability of their presenting a cleanly and healthful appearance.

I  would strongly recommend the erection of a small sick stable.

WATER SUPPLY AND F IR E  PROTECTION.

I  have nothing much to add to my remarks of last year.
The recent purchase of windmill and pump (which are to be set up shortly 1 under

stand) will I  earnestly hope prove a satisfactory and judicious ône. I t  will be a great 
relief when we can pump the w ater for the horses, hauling it  from the river is an 
arduous task. Then again such pump and tank  must add greatly to our means of fire 
protection.

We now have three tanks kept full w ith a total capacity of 18,720 gallons. This 
in addition to Babcock fire extinguishers, etc. The condition of the fire engine is con
stan tly  looked to, and 'fire parades are held weekly.

FOR ACE.

The forage supplied under contract was good. A nd the prices paid for the same 
most moderate. The oats accepted on contract were grown in this section of the  country.

FUEL.

The fuel used at^this post’is wood. A comparatively large supply is required as the 
buildings are so scattered. The price paid for wood averaged about $2.30, ou t of this 

the  contractor pays'tim ber dues.

COAL OIL.

The brand ofj coal oil specified in the contract is an inferior one. Bad coal oil is 
dear a t any price,tto say nothing of the danger unnecessarily incurred. This I  th ink  is 
a m atter of importance. I  have noted i t  year after year and I  hope this year the 
desirable change may^be made.

SADDLERY AND HARNESS.

The saddlery and harness receive care and attention . The division saddler is a 
good workman, takes an in terest in his work, is prom pt and careful in making repairs, 
etc. The supply we have is sufficient to meet our wants. I  do no t th ink  I  shall have 
to ask for any more than  material for ordinary repairs.
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ARMS.

The W inchester carbines and Enfield revolvers with which our men are armed, are, 
to pu t it  mildly, out of date. The inefficiency of these arms has so often been dealt w ith 
in detail th a t I  do not now consider i t  necessary to repeat myself ; I  shall only add th a t I  
tru s t it  will be possible to supply the force a t an early date w ith a modern cavalry car
bine and revolvei1.

TARGET PRACTICE.

The division was pu t through its annual ta rget practice, the average made was 
about the same as last year. The men w ent through a course of m usketry instruction. 
I  m ight add th a t a team from this division took a high place in the Canadian M ilitary 
Rifle League, W inchester branch.

CLOTHING AND KIT.

On the whole the clothing and k it supplied has been satisfactory. I  m ight take 
exception to  the  cloaks and capes of which a very small number were received during 
the year, these are in my opinion vastly inferior to the old cavalry pattern  (blue) with 
which the force was a t one time issued. I  do not th ink  those we now have will prove 
thoroughly serviceable. The price of cloaks and capes on repaym ent ($12) seems 
unnecessarily high. I  have had to make special report to you regarding the inadequate 
supply of long boots. No boots have been received in this division since September, 
1896, many pairs are now due.

UNIFORM.

I  am still of the  opinion th a t the time has come when a change of uniform is 
advisable. I  fully believe th a t such change would increase the efficiency and comfort, 
as well as effect m aterial saving. I f  I  mistake not many officers besides myself have in 
the past made a similar recommendation. I  have previously dealt w iih the m atter in a 
somewhat detailed way and am prepared to do so again should I  be called upon. In  the 
meantime I  tru s t some practical steps may be taken in the direction I  suggest.

TRANSPORT.

Every effort is made to keep the transport in good and serviceable condition. In  a 
d istric t such as this, off any line of railway, the wear and tear of transport is naturally  
very great. Summer and w inter the transport is in constant use.

D uring the year we had to condemn one half-spring wagon as completely worn 
out. On your authority  it  has been struck off charge. The remaining half-spring 
wagon, though still in use, cannot last much longer.

I  hope it  will be possible to supply the division w ith a suitable light patrol wagon.
The four-horse spring wagon is serviceable, bu t too heavy for use w ith two 

horses, except for very short distances. Of the two light spring wagons we have, one 
is new and serviceable, the other has suffered from fair wear and tear. W hen a new 
circle is obtained for it the necessary repairs can be made. Two spring wagons do not 
meet our requirements, I  tru st th a t it  will be possible to supply an additional one.

Our buckboards have had their full share of work. One of the double ones should 
be replaced.

In  the shape of w inter transport, I  would ask th a t a good light bob-sleigh be 
supplied ; this the division is badly in need of.

ARTILLERY.

W e have a t this post one 9 pr. M.L.R. gun and two 7 pr. mountain guns. The 7 pr. 
guns, in accordance with your instructions, are only to be used for saluting and instruct-
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ing purposes. The carriages and limbers of these m ountain guns (Brouze M ark 2) are 
not serviceable. The guns themselves are serviceable. The 9 pr. gun could not be used 
by a division of our present strength as a field gun. Ip would require more horses and 
men than  we could, it  is safe to presume, spare. In  case of trouble the gun m ight be 
useful about the post.

The artillery harness is kept thoroughly clean and is serviceable.
The artillery ammunition and stores on charge are carefully kept,, though much of 

both are very old and have suffered from ’ exposure in transport and the natu ral 
deterioration th a t time brings about. The gunpowder contained in filled cartridges and 
in bulk is all in bad condition, even worse I  find than  I  previously reported. A t least 
one-third should be destroyed ; of the balance remaining not more than  one-half I  should 
say could be safely classed as serviceable for actual work. The other half might, for 
the greater part, be available for exercising, saluting, etc.

The powder in filled cartridges kept in metal lined cases has not suffered to the same 
ex ten t as the loose powder or the cartridges th a t have a t different times been packed 
for service.

Some of the ammunition we have has been in Canada since 1867.
I  might also note th a t we have never had a good magazine.
A  board of officers is now being held on artillery stores, etc., w ith a view of 

reporting as to what should be destroyed and w hat replaced.

MESSING AND COOKING.

The importance of messing and cooking has never for a moihent been lost sight of. 
In  the first place, the comfort and general appearance of the  mess room has been 
improved ; this by our own efforts and w ith some little  aid from the  canteen fund. This 
fund has also been enabled to set apart a monthly per capita messing grant.

The division cook, special Constable Simpson, continues to give satisfaction. A ll 
ranks take an in terest in the well-being and management of the jr mess.

I  have supervised the management of many messes bu t never before w ith such 
entire satisfaction.

LIBRARY.

The division library, which is kept up by voluntary m onthly subscriptions, has 
been increased during the year. I t  now numbers some seven hundred volumes. I t  is 
managed by a committee, every man in the division has the opportunity offered to 
subm it the names of books desired to be purchased. Reading m atter is furnished the 
detachments.

The division as a whole is proud of its library, as i t  has every reason to be. A ll 
realize the instruction, amusement and healthy recreation it  provides.

I  inclose the following documents :—
Report of Asst.-Surgeon Fraser.

“ “ Staff-Sergeant Pringle.
Table of cases tried.
Estimates for the year.
Patro l map.

I  have the honour to be, sir,

Y our obedient servant,

J .  COTTON,
Superintendent Commanding “ C ” Division.
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R E P O R T  O F ST A FF-SE R G E A N T  W . 'J .  H A L L .

O n io n  L a k e , 30th November, 1897.

To the Officer Commanding N. W . Mounted Police,
Battleford.

S i r ,— I have the honour to subm it my annual report for Onion Lake detachm ent 
for year ending this date.

During the past year the following districts have been patrolled regularly : Egg, 
Saddle and W hite  Fish Lakes, W est; Frog, Moose and Long Lakes, N orth-w est; Island 
Lake, E ast and F o rt P itt, South ; Egg Lake, F a ther Lacomb’s Half-breed Reserve.

This reserve is still under the management of the Rev. F ather Therien. Quite 
a num ber of families have moved there during the past summer, and the  place 
has now the appearance of a prosperous settlement. Their crop this season was an 
unusually good one, which was most encouraging to the settlers. A  saw and grist-mill 
is in course of construction, it having been removed from Lac La Biche ; this will enable 
them to grind their own grain and supply themselves w ith lumber. Their reserve con
tains sufficient tim ber for all purposes. A  new school-house has been built and school 
held daily with a fjair attendance. A  telegraph office has been opened a t the mission, 
w ith the Rev. F a th e r Therien as operator. There has been no breach of the law 
amongst them during the past year, and they a re j free from contagion, their sanitary 
condition being well looked after.

SADDLE LAKE AND W H ITEFISH  LAKE RESERVES

A re now under the control of A gent Sibbald. These Indians have given no trouble 
during the year. They have become good workers, and seem to take great in terest in 
their work. U nfortunately their crops proved almost a failure this season, owing no 
doubt to the late spring. Their houses are well built and kept tidy and clean. There 
has been no contagious disease amongst them, and no breach of the law has been 
reported to me.

FROG LAKE.

The small band of Indians who live here make the ir living by the chase. They 
have done fairly well during the past season, their catch of fur being quite up to the 
average. There has been no breach of the law during 'th e  year, and no contagious 
disease amongst them. They receive no Government aid.

MOOSE LAKE.

About twenty-five families live in this d istric t and make their living hunting and 
fishing. They have given no trouble during the year. They seem to live fairly well. 
Fish is plentiful in Moose Lake.

ISLAND LAKE.

A  small band of some sixty Indians live here. They also make their living by the 
chase, and have done very well during the past season. They held a sun dance on 7th 
J  une. The head man of the band came in to ask me if I  would go out and see the dance
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so th a t I  could see for myself i t  was not got up for any bad purpose. I  promised him I  
would do so. On my arrival I  found they were waiting for me j they commenced the ir 
dancing as soon as I  arrived and kept it up for one day. I t  proved to be a p re tty  tam e 
affair \ no outsiders attended as I discourage their dances as much as possible. These 
Indians are very law abiding and give no trouble. They receive no governm ent assistance.

FORT PITT.

The ferry crosses the river a t this point, the telegraph operator being the only 
resident. Very few miners have been working on the river this season in comparison 
w ith former years. This may be accounted for by the K londyke gold excitem ent and 
the construction of the Crow’s N est Pass Railway.

ONION LAKE RESERVE.

This reserve under the charge of Agent M ann shows progress, and few Indians in 
the Territories are better skilled in cultivation. Their crops are always well pu t in and 
neatly fenced. A lthough their crops were almost a failure this season it  has not discour
aged them as they have broken considerable ground fornext spring’s seeding.

Treaty was paid on 17th July .
The Chippewyan Reserve is also under the charge of A gent Mann. These Indians 

had a very successful hunt during the past season. Two cases of supposed glanders 
came under my notice during the spring. A fter examining the  Worses I  did not consider 
they were suffering from th a t disease, but had nasal catarrh, brought on, I  have no 
doubt, from exposure. However, I  had them isolated, and in the course of a  few 
weeks they were all right and no symptoms have been reported of the disease since.

Owing to the late spring the crops were poor and very little  more than  seed for 
next year will be saved.

The cattle throughout the district are in fine condition.* The calf crop was very 
good this season. No disease has appeared amongst the cattle  in the d istric t during 
the past year.

PR A IR IE FIRES.

There has been no damage done by prairie fires throughout the  district.

LIQUOR.

There has been no breach of the liquor law in  the d istric t during the year.

FISH  AND GAME.

Fish plentiful, prairie chickens and rabbits are very scarce. F u r bearing animals 
promise to be scarce this season ; a t least this is predicted by the hunting Indians.

RATIONS.

Rations are received from troop headquarters a t regular intervals, they are of 
superior quality, an ample supply is always kept on hand.

FORAGE.

H ay pu t in by contractor is of best quality, and the oats supplied the detachm ent 
are of the finest grade. The supply is well kep t up.
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KIT.

The men’s kits on this detachm ent are complete. Their arms are kept in good 
order. I  inspect the arm s weekly.

The conduct and discipline of the men has been very good.

TRANSPORT.

The transport is in good shape, I  had i t  painted during the spring.

HARNESS.

Saddles and harness are in good repair, and are kept clean and in good order.
The detachm ent has been frequently visited by an officer, and a thorough inspection 

held a t each visit.
The horses are always well looked after. A lthough doing some hard work they 

are generally in good working condition.
I  am glad to be able to report the absence of crime in this district. No doubt our 

system of patrols has much to do w ith this, as I  have no set time for visiting any one 
place and am ap t to tu rn  up almost anywhere in the d istric t unexpectedly.

The number of miles travelled by the detachm ent during the year was fifteen 
thousand eight hundred and sixty-three.

I  am pleased to sta te  th a t throughout the whole d istric t the police are treated  w ith 
the greatest respect.

I  have 'the honour to be, sir,

Y our obedient servant,

W. L. H A L L ,
Staff-Sgt. in  charge Detachment.
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R E PO R T  OF T R IP  TO T H E  Y U K O N  BY  IN SPE C T O R  W . H . SC A R TH .

N o r t h -w e s t  M o u n t e d  P o l ic e ,
F o r t  C o n s t a n t in e , 17th June, 1897.

The Officer Commanding
Yukon Detachment,

F o rt Constantine.

S i r ,— I have the honour to subm it herewith a diary of my trip  to th is post from 
Regina, from the 8th April, to the 12th June, 1897, both dates inclusive :—

Thursday, A pril 8 th .—Left Regina a t 11 a.m., A ssistant Commissioner M clllree in 
command, w ith S. Sergt. Bates, Corporals Carter, Conway, Belcher and Green, and 
Constables Sabourin, Healy, Snell, Carter, Graham and S tuart. A t Maple Creek, 
Constable Donnelly joined party.

Friday, A pril 9th.— The Commissioner, A. S. M. Davis and Constables Aspinall, 
Dundas, Broster, McCulloch, Good, Saunders and Smith came ©n board in early a.m. 
Delayed few hours east of Donald by mud slide. W hen crossing the  slide the  track 
slipped 18 inches. Commissioner left party  a t Donald. Encountered snow slide between 
Summit and Glacier House. T rain delayed four hours. R aining all day.

Saturday, A pril 10th.—Fine bright day. A rrived Vancouver a t 6 p.m.; boat for 
V ictoria had left. Found comfortable hotel for men.

Sunday, A pril 11th.— B right warm day. Left for V ictoria on steam er “ C harm er” 
a t 1.30 p.m.; good trip  across. Chief of Police Hussey m et party  a t wharf. N.C. officers 
and constables were quartered a t the Occidental Hotel.

Monday, A pril 12th.— Fine day, very warm. Issued lined stable clothing to 
members of party.

Tuesday, A pril 13th.— Fine day. Purchased slickers, gum-boots and sou’-westers.
Wednesday, April 14th.— Fine day. Sworn in as postm aster a t F o rt C udahy; 

gave bonds $250 ; received $50 in postage stamps, also mail for K londike and F o rt 
Cudahy.

Thursday, A pril 15th.—Fine day. “ City of Topeka” came in early a.m.; boarded 
her a t 10 a.m. Uniform ordered, and worn by men—lined dv(tk jackets, breeches w ith
out stripes, long boots w ithout spurs, and broad brimmed felt hats. L eft V ictoria a t
11.30 a.m. N um ber of miners from Nanaimo and bound for Y ukon came on board.

Friday, A pril 16th.— Fine d ay ; very fine scenery. Passed steam er “ A lk i” going 
south.

Saturday, April 17th.—Fine day. Stopped a t St. M ary’s island to report to customs 
officers. Passed steamer “ Mexico ” south bound. Passed wreck of steam er “ W illapa,” 
wrecked in a snowstorm in March last. Stopped a t Loring late in the evening.

Sunday, A pril 18th.— Fine day. F o rt W rangel reached in a.m .; saw very fine 
specimens of totem poles, also very large salmon (60 lbs.). I  read English Church service 
in the saloon in the afternoon.

Monday, A pril 19th.— Raining hard. A rrived a t Juneau  in early a.m. W en t to 
Occidental and F ranklin  hotels. Asst. Commissioner purchased fu rther supplies from 
Decker Bros., also ankle boots for members of party  who did not have any. Steam er
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“ A lex.” engaged to take us to Dyea. - Customs officer would not le t her leave port w ith 
our party, as she was only licensed to carry 12. V ery large number of saloons in this 
town ; great deal of gambling.

Tuesday, A pril 20th.— R aining hard. Schooner “ Sealight ” engaged to take our 
party  to Dyea. G reat deal of jealousy between owners of boats engaged in this carrying 
business. The captain of a small steam er called the “ Seojin,” vents his spite on our 
crew by knocking them down and otherwise illtreating  them, and swearing he will not 
le t the boat sail (the crew consists of two men). The “ Seolin ” captain then goes up 
town, meets captain of “ Sealight,” knocks him down and proceeds to thrash  him when 
both are run in by Deputy Marshal. Our captain is finally bailed out for $50 and 
we get away a t 9 p.m., having intended to leave a t 6. W e are packed like sardines, 
30 men including the crew, 4 dogs, and about 13 tons of cargo. Cabin almost entirely 
filled up by small gasoline engine.

W ednesday, A pril 21st.— Cold raw day. U p Chilkoot In le t before good stiff 
breeze, pass steamer “ R ustler ” south bound, hear she had a narrow escape on north 
bound trip  running into an iceberg. A rrived a t Dyea a t 4 p.m. Captain ran us on 
sandbar instead of going up the river, in very short time we were left high and dry a 
long distance out from the shore. Made camp about 2 miles from sea shore close to 
Healy &, W ilson’s trad ing  port. H ad  everything up a t the camp by 11 p.m. with aid 
of wagon and team hired by A ssistant Commissioner. Good sized Ind ian  village here ; 
two saloons. Indians are very well dressed and appear well to do. Large number of 
people here who are constantly moving north.

Thursday, A pril 22nd.—Fine day. N ot well, off duty all day. Men employed 
cutting  firewood, &c.

Friday, A pril 23rd.— Fine day. Still off duty. A ssistant Commissioner made 
arrangem ents w ith H erron to pack our outfit to mouth of Canon. Detailed N. C. O. 
and four constables to go up w ith camp outfit and instructed them to keep moving the 
stuff. Steam er “ R ustler ” arrived from Juneau  w ith large num ber of people. Schooner. 
“ Sealight ” gets away to day.

Saturday, A pril 24th.— Fine day. P arty  detailed yesterday s ta rt out in a.m.; 
H erron starts out w ith some of our outfit w ith a wagon and four-horse team and 11 
pack ponies. Corp. Green in  charge of party  detailed. A ssistant Commissioner, Sergt. 
Bates and myself accompany party. Ten miles to mouth of C anon; very bad trave l
ling as there is no road. R iver is crossed and recrossed about 15 times, huge boulders 
strew n all along the valley making the walking very hard. People are camped all the 
way along. W e pass men, women and children w ith packs on their backs and it  seems 
to be killing work. Large num ber of people camped a t mouth of Canon. A ssistant 
Commissioner, Sergt. Bates and self ride back in wagon.

Sunday, A pril 25.— Fine day. Steam er “ Seolin ” arrived from Juneau  ; lands her 
passengers and their outfit on a barge a long way out from shore. Our men and other 
people help them to land themselves and stores above high tide mark.

Monday, A pril 26th.— Fine day. H erron packed another lot of our stuff to-day. I  
take S. M. Davis and rest of party, with exception of Staff-Sergeant Bates, Corp. C arter 
and three men, up to mouth of Canon. A rrive about 1.30 p.m. and pitch camp. P arty  
sent up on Saturday have moved farther on and taken all the stuff sent up w ith them as 
far as P leasant Camp, 2^ miles farther on. Pack tra il to P leasant Camp, built by Healy, 
is used to pass around Canon. Make two trips half way to P leasant Camp w ith packs. 
Very hard work. The tra il starts  off with an abrup t rise of about 100 ft., and from now 
on it  is a continual succession of rises till an altitude of about 1,200 ft. above the creek is 
reached, the tra il runs alongside of Canon and the  creek can be seen away below a mere 
thread. From here down to Pleasant Camp the road gradually descends for 100 ft. or so 
until we are on a level w ith the creek again. A  good deal of money has been spent on 
this trail, bu t it  is a very bad one, especially a t this time of the year, the slush and mud 
making it  very slippery, so th a t one’s foothold is not very secure, and nasty falls are a 
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frequent occurrence. As most of outfit is pu t up in 50 pound packs (this is th e  usual 
load, although some of the stronger members of the party  took 100 pounds every trip), 
the trip  to P leasant Camp and back takes about three hours. The Ind ians pack very 
heavy loads, some of them taking from 150 to 200 pounds, they charge 13-Jc. per pound 
from Dyea to the summit, about 16 miles. H ear of a great deal of stealing farther 
up the pass.

Tuesday, A pril 27th.—Snowed during night. Fine, b righ t morning. H erron 
arrived w ith remainder of outfit. Staff-Sergt. Bates and party  arrived from Dyea. 
Sent five men on to keep moving outfit on to Sheep Camp. Made six trips to-day, 
party  very tired.

W ednesday, April 28th.—Snowing heavily during night. F ine morning. A  man 
packing over tra il fell about 20 feet into a gulch running alongside of tra il \ was 
unhurt. Asst. Commissioner arrived from Dyea. Made six trips to-day.

Thursday, A pril 29th.— Moved camp right through to  Sheep Camp this morning. 
Sleighing from Pleasant Camp to Sheep Camp, about two miles, very hard work ; ground 
is bare in places and snow is soft. A ssent very gradual. Trail runs very close to river 
in  places, and slopes towards it, making i t  hard  to keep sleighs from going in. Constable 
Donnelly had a nasty fall to-day. Big camp here.

Friday, A pril 30th.—Rained all night, raining in morning. S. M. Davis and 
party  left for P leasant Camp to bring up rem ainder of outfit. E verything here by 2 p.m., 
ju s t in time as sleighing has given out. Asst. Commissioner engaged Ind ian  chief Isaac 
to pack our stuff to the sum mit for 5c. a pound. Two thefts, reported this morning ; 
one man had all his bacon stolen, another had a pair of rubber boots taken. Large 
num ber of people here, see lots of horses going in, all look in  good condition. Some 
people on this side of the sum mit have been here since January . Saw American Customs 
officer to-day on his way to Dyea ; has been accompanying man named Sullivan through 
A laska to the boundary line (the summit). Sullivan has a perm it to take 2,000 gallons 
of whisky into B ritish Columbia, and had his outfit bonded- through U. S. Territory. 
H as 200 10-gallon kegs. Two saloons in this place.

Saturday, May 1st.— Dull and cloudy. Indians s ta r t packing, 20 of them  a t work. 
Send N. C. O. and 4 men over the summit w ith instructions to camp a t Lake Linde- 
man. Two thefts reported this morning. M an named K nigh t had sled stolen, another 
man had all his spare canvas stolen.

Sunday, May 2nd.— Fine bright day. Indians packing. Sent eight more men 
over the summit. Asst. Commissioner w ent up to summit. Rained in p.m. Corp. 
Green returned from Dyea ; reported steamship “ Mexico ” had arrived w ith 47 
passengers.

Monday, May 3rd.—Fine bright morning. A ll up a t 4 a.m. Asst. Commissioner 
handed over command of party to me, and we left a t 5.30. Indians packing rem ainder 
of outfit. Asst. Commissioner remains a t Sheep Camp. Timber gets much sparser and 
scrubbier as we get higher up the pass. Gradual ascent for about 2 miles, snow getting 
heavier and deeper as we go on to Stone House. H ere is the end of the tim ber and the 
foot of the snow line. From now on to the foot of the summit, 1 ̂  mile, very steep 
ascent. Pass narrows considerably near foot of summit. There is a sort of tram w ay 
running up to the top of the summit from here, which is run  by horse power. I t  is 
only a sled let up and down by a rope which is passed round a dead man a t the  top. 
To the right of this is a place where the ascent is not quite so steep j here most people 
go up. This is about a 1,200 feet sheer climb. A  couple of hundred yards walk to the 
west, around a couple of peaks, brings us to where our outfit has been left by the 
Indians. A t times the summit cannot be crossed for days on account of the severe 
storms which rage along the crest of the mountains.

There is a steep descent from the sum mit to C rater Lake, which people say is the 
crater of an extinct volcano. Setting  an outfit down on to the lake is easy, two sleds 
are lashed together, their loads being securely lashed also, and then they are started,
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th e  im petus gathered in  the descent sends them away out on to the lake. A ll our sleds 
got away safely. Crossing the lake and keeping the right side of the pass, we come to the 
Cafion about five miles from the  summit, to here the going is fairly easy, as we can sit 
on the  sleds and toboggan down the descents ; (two men to each sled w ith about 500 lbs. 
to each sled). From here to Lake Lindem an the tra il is very bad ; the warm w eather 
has softened the  snow and ice, and has caused the trail to be cut up fearfully. The tra il 
is very narrow, tu rns are so sharp, the descents so steep, and in places where the river is 
open i t  takes all th a t two men can do to prevent the sled from sliding down into it. 
Sometimes one or other of the party  goes through the ice and snow into the river up to 
his w aist or sometimes his neck. A rrive a t Lindeman a t 8*.45 p.m., w et through and all 
dead tired. Large camp here. M an doing stealing about Sheep Camp was caught to-day.

Tuesday, M ay 4 th .— Fine day. Sent four men over to head of Lake Bennett, and 12 
men back to sum mit for rem ainder of outfit. P arty  to B ennett took 1,600 lbs. in p.m. 
S. M. Davis and Staff-Sergeant 'Bates, Corporal Carter, and Constable C arter w ith 
two sleds, 1,000 lbs. on each, and self w ith 500 lbs. on a sled, crossed Lake Lindem an 
in p.m. about five miles across, easy going, lake is open a t the foot, land our stuff and 
pile it  on the shore, send word to Lake B ennett party  to portage it  over. Took five 
and a quarter hours for the round trip . Best time to travel is in the early morning, 
as the ice gets soft and slushy towards mid-day. P arty  to summit re tu rn  about 6 p.m. 
R eport Cafion breaking up very quickly, no more travelling on i t  after to-day. 
People will have to  pack round it. A ll our outfit here now. Corporal Conway reports 
th a t  thief caught yesterday a t Sheep Camp, was traced by a committee of miners, who 
confiscated all his goods and sold them for the  benefit of a “ m iner’s library,” to be 
established a t Klondike. They gave him 50 cents and told him to keep out of Canadian 
territo ry  if he valued his health. A ll the party  bu rn t as red as beets. No snow 
blindness yet. Constable McCulloch complaining of pains in  his eyes, Sergt. Bates 
placed him off duty. Bad camping place here.

W ednesday, May 5.—A ll up a t 3 a.m., break camp a t 6 a.m. Nine»sleds have 
about 600 pounds each on them, two men to a sled. W e go down lake a t a good pace, 
reaching the foot a t about 8.10 a.m. B ennett party  had moved everything over to head 
of Bennett. Portage from here to B ennett of one mile, very hard, only small loads can 
be taken ; a t some places takes three or four men to move the sled, snow entirely gone 
in places. Reach Lake B ennett about 11 a.m., where party  sent over yesterday are 
camped. Good camping ground, perfectly dry, and lots of firewood ; only drawback, 
very much exposed to the wind. Large camp here, a great many people building boats, 
some have the ir boats built. There is a saw-mill west of here a t the mouth of 
river, which tu rns out about 1,000 ft. per day. I t  has one small 14-in. saw and is run 
by steam. Lum ber sells a t $70 per 1,000 ft., the tim ber being supplied by the 
purchaser. Mill is owned and run by man named Rudolph. H e also builds boats and 
sells them for $55. A  great many people purchase these, and he cannot supply the 
demand for lumber. Timber is p re tty  well cut out a t head of lake, and has to be 
brought from some distance back. S. M. Davis and party  making masts and sails for 
sleds. Detailed Const. Sabourin as cook. Bought pair of snowshoes for $4, as people 
say i t  is impossible to go hunting w ithout them. Ind ian  grave about half way down from 
Lindem an with U nited  S tates flag flying from a staff. Read Asst. Commissioner’s last 
orders to the men a t supper. V ery violent wind from the north about 7.30 p.m.; blew 
nearly all the ten ts down, accompanied by alternate showers of rain and snow. Did 
not get our ten ts up until about one or two in morning. H ear there is a large number 
of people bringing in whisky, saw no signs of it.

Thursday, May 6.— Strong wind from north this morning. Did not s ta rt as men 
were worn out, having been up nearly all night. M an named W eisner came to see me 
w ith a le tte r from a man a t Dyea, who had a perm it from Governor of A laska to take 200 
gallons of whisky to Circle City, w anting to know how to get i t  through B ritish te rri
tory. Told him to tell his friend to report to customs officer a t Cudahy, and not to 
open the liquor up on this side of the boundary line. H ard  frost last night.
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Friday, May 7th.—All up a t 3 a.m. Sun not up, made a s ta r t a t  4.45, no wind. 
Travelling good as there was a frost last night. A bout five miles down the lake was open, 
started  round edge, strong south wind came up, when we pu t up our sails which helped 
us along considerably. A bout 10 a.m. came to another open spot in the ice about 12 
miles down the lake near Monument Island. Ice very soft and bad to travel on by 
this time. Made a -camp in a little  cove opposite the island on west side of lake. This 
seems to be place mentioned by Inspector Constantine in his diary on the 17th July, 
1894, where he built his boat. Good big patch of tim ber all around us. As ice is getting 
so bad will try  and make perm anent camp a t W heaton R iver which we ought to reach 
to-morrow. As lake is Open right across, send party  in p.m. to pu t snow on 
bare spots along the beach, about ^ mile from this. Two men camped here are going to  
build their boats here. L ittle  creek comes in opposite here on east side of lake, little 
placer mining was done here about three years ago, b u t it  did not pay well enough and 
was abandoned. V ery warm day.

Saturday, May 8th.— A ll up a t 2.30 a.m. Chilly and snowing a little, not much 
frost last night. Got away a t 4.15, took us an hour and a quarter to m ake’the  ^ mile 
round point which I  spoke of yesterday. From this point the lake widens considerably. 
Ice soft and slushy, we keep near the west shore, b u t continually break through the 
upper crust, (there is good solid ice underneath) so take the centre of the lake where 
the ice is firmer. A bout 4 miles down we come to W est A rm  of Lake Bennett, meet a 
m an with a dog team going south, ask if lake is safe across to W heaton River, he 
said yes, th a t the centre is better than  along the edge. (W heaton R iver is about 5 miles 
from where we are.) On proceeding a little, the ice looks to me unsafe and I  was on the 
point of giving orders to tu rn  back, when my sleigh which was on^he lead broke through 
and the others broke through, w ith the exception of three, fortunately only one runner 
of each sled broke through. I  find we have only^ibout two inches of ro tten  ice between, 
us and deep water. The firm ice is about 100 yards back. W e unpack the sleds and 
pack the stuff back to the firm ice, and then haul the sleds back, every step we take the 
ice can be seen bending under us. I  keep the men from crowding together, and only 
one sleigh goes through altogether bu t this is close to the firm ice, and we haul it  
out w ith ropes. Const. Good went right through bu t pulled himself out by hanging on 
to the sled. I  then make for the east shore which is nearest (about mile) on a strip  
of firm ice w ith all possible speed, as the sun is getting  very warm, and has a visible 
effect on the ice, and reach shore thankful th a t no lives or stores have been lost. For
tunately  for us the ice was elastic, and not brittle. A s there is a good camping place 
here, and plenty of timber, and as ice is getting  so bad decide to make perm anent camp 
here. People building boats all along the lake, patches of good tim ber all the way 
down. W rote to Asst. Commissioner and the Comptroller, as I  hear there is a man 
going down to Dyea in a couple of days. Bought another pair of snowshoes for $4. 
The snow glasses used by us are not suited for this kind of travelling, the mica becomes 
clouded over w ith the steam so as to prevent our seeing anything, and the heat from 
the face melts the glue and they come apart. Chilkoot Pass not by any means as bad 
as it  is painted, earlier in the year we would have found the crossing easy.

Sunday, May 9th.—Fine bright day, rain during night, by 10 a.m. ice unfit to 
travel on. Allowed men to sleep in late. Sharpened saws, and slung all the  bacon out 
to dry, and generally made the camp comfortable. Spread everything out to dry. 
R outine for camp, as follows :

Reveille, 6 .30)
Breakf.ist, 7.15 |
W ork, ' 8. ! Daily, except Sunday, when I  allow men to get up
Dinner, 12. | when they like.
W ork, 1.30 |
Supper, 6. J

This makes 84 hours work a day. All blankets to be aired once a week allow 
Saturday afternoon for washing, etc. Constable H ealy detailed as assistant cook.
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Monday, 10th M ay.— Fine day, no wind, t a r t y  of 12 under Constable Good started  
to  get out tim ber and erect saw-pit. Man named Aldridge came down lake this morning, 
was making for weak ice when he was warned by S. M. Davis. Got out about 14 logs, 
started  whip-sawing in p.m. S. M. Davis making trestles, work bench, etc. Sent 
Corporal Belcher back to pu t up notice th a t ice was unsafe north  of west arm.

Tuesday, 11th May.— Fine day, strong wind from south. Men whip-sawing, S. M. 
Davis and Staff-Sergt. Bates making framework, of first scow. H ave decided to build 
three scows, 24 ft. long on top by 5 ft. 6 in., and 2 ft. in depth. Corporal Conway off duty. 
M an from foot of lake reports th a t Indians are catching lots of fish ; detailed party  to go 
down w ith three days’ rations, taking the fish net. Sent party  out hunting, returned 
w ith nothing. M an camped below us shot a bear yesterday. R aining in p.m.

Wednesday, 12th May.— Fine morning, rained during night. W ind from south. 
P arty  detailed yesterday did not leave, as we found th a t the meshes of the net were too 
big for any fish caught in these waters, 7£ in. mesh and net used is in. Our net is a 
salmon net, and they do not come up river until Ju ly . Men whip-sawing, others cutting  
fire-wood, etc., Corporal Conway to duty  to-day. Lake open in centre, raining in p.m. 
S. M. Davis and Staff-Sergeant Bates working on first scow. P u t out n igh t line.

Thursday, May 13th.— R aining this morning, wind from sou'h. Men whip-sawing. 
S. M. and S. Sergt. Bates preparing lumber and working on boats. H ave about sixteen 
logs sawed up now ; build new saw-pit nearer camp, and get more logs out. Const. 
Good invaluable a t this kind of work ; place him in charge of all working parties. Corps. 
C arter and Green out hunting, returned empty-handed ; no fish on n igh t line.

Friday, May 14th.— Fine day, wind from south ; snowed and f"oze last night. 
Men whip-sawing. S. M. and Bates a t work on scow. Corp. -Carter and Const. Sabourin 
out hunting. Corp. Green acting cook. Aldridge returned this a.m., had d inner in 
camp ; did not get to Dyea ; he hired a man to take outfit down for $15, who also took 
my letters. M an named Sam Healy, brother of T. C. Healy, of the N. A. T. and T. 
Co., camped near us, represents an English syndicate. Corp. Conway off duty  in p.m. 
H un ting  party  returned w ith one grouse and one rabbit.

Saturday, May 15th.— Fine day, wind from sou th ; hard frost last night. Lake 
opening up rapidly. Men whip-sawing in a.m. A ll blankets aired to-day. Climbed 
m ountain behind us, and went back into the country a bit. A ny quantity  of tim ber 
where the country has not been burnt. P itch  pine, spruce, balsam, cottonwood 
and poplar. W heaton R iver valley seems well timbered. Grouse and rabbit in the 
shape of bouillon a great trea t after nearly a month of bacon. Saw fresh moose tracks 
close to camp. Corp. Conway still off duty. W e fish every day and night, bu t catch 
no fish. H ear th a t there is lots of liquor a t the head of the lake being sold, bu t th a t is 
in B ritish Columbia.

Sunday, May 16th.—Fine day, very warm, hard frost last night, no wind.
Monday, May 17th.— Fine day, wind from south, very warm ; first scow ready for 

caulking. Men whip-sawing. Fatigue party  cutting  wood.
Tuesday 18th May.—Fine day in the morning, ice beginning to move out of lake 

very rapidly, wind from south, started  to rain about 10 a.m., men whip-sawing and cutting  
firewood. Corp. Green and Const. Saunders caulking first scow, Sergt.-M ajor and Staff- 
Sergeant Bates started  building second scow.

W ednesday, 19th May.—Fine day, very warm, no wind. Lake entirely open except 
a t lower end, first scow finished and launched to-day. Men whip-sawing. Sergt. M ajor 
and men a t work on boat No. 2.

Thursday, 20th May.—Fine day, heavy wind in p.m. A ll tim ber cut is whip-sawed. 
Two more logs needed. Got them about a mile back, pu t up saw-pit there and sawed 
them up. Sergt.-Major on No. 2 boat.

Friday, 21st M ay.—Fine day, strong south wind, ice running hard. No. 2 scow 
ready for caulking, erected small wharf. All lumber required is now cut, some planks
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we got 24 ft. by 12 in., and all the rest *were good sized. M en caulking No. 2 scow. 
Sergt.-Major and men on No. 3. M an named Jackson came to  camp to try  and borrow 
nails, had none to spare.

Saturday, 22nd May.—Fine day, calm. Lake clear of ice, two men left for 
W heaton R iver w ith 2 days rations in Ind ian  canoe found near here to hunt. N um ber 
of small boats passed down lake to-day. Blankets aired. No. 2 scow ready for launch
ing. Men cutting  firewood and cleaning up round camp.

Sunday, 23rd M ay.—Fine day ; party  sent out yesterday re tu rn  th is morning ; 
w ent up river about 15 miles ; saw no gam e; b u t say river is full of beaver, very 
shallow rapid stream, dense growth on each side, ground swampy on each side. No. 2 
scow launched to-day ; man who had perm it for 200 galls, of whisky to  Circle City 
called on me to-day ; told him same as I  told his friend W eisner. Rained about 7 
p.m. A nother man tried to borrow nails to-day.

Monday, 24th May.— Rained all night, w ind from the south, turned out fine. 
Several people called to take a pa tte rn  of our scows. No. 3 scow ready for caulking ; 
rained in p.m., for a few hours. In  the evening the men bu ilt a  huge bonfire, toasted H er 
M ajesty in a cup of hot tea, sang the national anthem , and gave th ree cheers and a 
tiger for H er Majesty.

Tuesday, 25th May.—Fine day, strong south wind ; party  of five sen t out to gather 
pitch pine gum, rest of men making oars, sails, spars, etc., and caulking No. 3 scow, 
three more men took dimensions of our scows. Corps. Green and C arter out hunting, 
b u t got nothing.

Wednesday, 26th M ay.— Cloudy, wind from south. No. 3 scow finished, all th ree 
rigged and launched in  p.m. Large num ber of boats passed down to-day ; very g rea t 
variety  in style and make of boats built, one passed down to-day 30 feet long by 4 feet 
wide. Several people have torn their boats to pieces and built sim ilar scows to  ours.

Thursday, 27th May.— Packing outfit, ready to make a  s ta r t to-morrow morning. 
Large number of boats w ent down to-day. Fine day, strong 'w ind from south. W e 
are the only ones who came up on the “ Topeka ” who have got as far down as this.

Friday, 28th M ay.— Cloudy, b u t calm, very hot, no wind for first tim e in tw enty  days. 
S ta r t from camp a t 8 a.m., S. M. Davis and seven men in one scow, steered by Const. 
Carter, Staff-Sergt. Bates and six men in  another steered by Const. Saunders, myself and 
six men in a  th ird  steered by Const. Good. A n ex-policeman named Ross makes the 
twenty-second member of the party, he is travelling in w ith us. Lashed all three boats 
together a t noon and lunched on board. S. M. D avis’s boat is the cook boat. A bout 
five miles down lake get a head wind. Got into Cariboo Crossing about 2 p.m., have 
had to row since we started  (four oars to each scow, one man to an oar). Channels very 
shallow and full of sand bars, ran aground several times, to avoid th is we should have 
kept close to the  left bank in  the left channel. Very shallow all through crossing, com
ing into “ Lake Nares ” find it  very rough w ith strong head wind, have to  go down 
to nearly end of lake before we can make landing, as shores on each side very shallow. 
Got into camn about 4.30, boats all leaked a little  to-day, good tim ber all the  way down. 
Con9t. Sabourin off duty w ith sore eye.

Saturday, 29th May.— Very hot day. L eft a t 8 a.m. ; mosquitoes bad last night. 
O ut of Lake Nares into Tagish, where we found the w ater very shallow, especially along 
the north shore, pass th a t bugaboo of all travellers over th is route, the  “ windy arm  ” 
and do not get a breath of wind ; very hard rowing in  the hot sun, lunch on the boats, 
supper a t 5.30, after we make the tu rn  of the lake, trolling all day, only got one fish, 
lost two spoons, nearly all had a swim a t the supper camp. A fte r supper s ta r t on 
again, cannot find a camping place, as i t  is too shallow to land un til we reach the foot 
of the lake, when we land under a small cut bank, lake only from two to  three feet 
deep a t this end. Made camp a t about 11.30 p.m. Mosquitoes awful to-night.

Sunday, 30th May.— R aining this morning, left camp a t 8 a.m., entrance to  river 
very shallow and full of rocks p re tty  good current. Low flat country on each side,
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m ountains away in the  background, very swampy, country well wooded. A bout four 
miles down pass Tagish houses on east bank. There are five houses and a big 
shed, and several little  houses, these la tte r  are evidently burial places as they contain 
trunks w ith ashes in them, this tribe crem ate their dead. The houses were well built, 
two being shingled, they  contained all sorts of articles of a first-class quality, the place 
was deserted. One house had the following sign on i t  : “ Gon to Youkon for two year. 
W hite  man leave alone. Sgd. Stevenson.”

Most of these Indians go down to the coast in the summer. A t head of Lake 
Marsh, find a lot of people camped who say there is an ice jam down the lake. These 
people are camped on a swamp, so I  decided to go down the lake farther. Go down 
the  lake about 8 miles before a good wind, where I  find a good camping place on east 
shore. H as been raining hard all day. A bout 200 boats are stopped a t this end by the 
jam, two of party  out hunting this a.m., saw nothing, we saw hundreds of wild fowl on 
the lake, b u t they were too wild. Sabourin better to-day, no mosquitoes to-night. All 
along these lakes the  shores are shallow.

Monday, 31st M ay.— Did not move out to-day. Four men out hunting, got one 
grouse ; cooks baking bread ; strong wind from south. Unloaded all the stuff to dry it 
out and reloaded boats again to-night. H ave had fish net out every n igh t and never 
caught anything.

Tuesday, 1st Ju n e .— Fine day, wind from south, made good tim e down lake, into 
Lewis river by 2.30. The shortest and best route into river is the channel to west of 
island keeping well to the west bank, we all ran  aground by not keeping close enough 
in. McClintock R iver comes in here. Ind ian  graves on a point ju s t a t the end of the 
lake. R iver very shallow and current slack for first 8 or 10 miles. C urrent then 
begins to get sw ifter, river tw ists and tu rns like a corkscrew. R an  across some Indians, 
bought about 3 lbs. of cariboo m eat for 75c. A bout 16 miles down river made supper 
camp and w ent on after supper for four miles. Got three ducks. Came 40 miles to-day, 
are close to  Miles Canon. Men all well and in best of spirits.

W ednesday, 2nd Ju n e .—Fine day, no wind, nice and cool, curren t very much 
swifter. No sign of the cu t bank of sand near the canyon, as on taking a sudden tu rn  
to the left, we see w hat is unm istakably the mouth of the cafion one-quarter of a mile 
ahead where the  river takes another bend to the right. Red flags and other danger 
signals are hung out all along the bank to warn people. W e pull into right bank and 
tie up. Go up on to cliffs above the cafion, and see two boats go through. The walls 
are from 60 ft. to 80 ft. high and perpendicular, and the w ater rushes through like a 
mill-race. One glance is sufficient to show one the u tte r  absurdity of try ing to line 
boats down, it  being an impossibility. One m ust keep in the centre on the comb of the 
waves in the very roughest part, and w ith a cool hand steering there is absolutely no 
danger. Loaded boats seem to go down steadiest, so I  decide to leave everything in the 
scows. A ny men who do not wish to go down I  allow to walk round. My own boat 
w ent through first, then S. M. D avis’s, both w ithout a mishap. Staff Sergt. Bates’s boat, 
through the unsteadiness of one of the crew, was thrown off the comb and was dashed 
into the  rock wall, no harm resulted, however, and they came through the rest safely. 
Camped for lunch below canon. M an named Peters, bringing in a trading outfit w ith 
a stock $1,200 w orth of goods, ran  into the side of the canon taking off a whole corner 
of his scow. In  spite of the  big hole he came through safely. H e had a horse and 
mule on board. H e was selling his damaged stock, and will have nothing to pay duty 
on by the tim e he gets in. There are a number of people selling goods along the trail, 
which were brought in for th a t purpose.

From Canon to W hite Horse River, the river is very bad, being full of sunken 
boulders and rocks w ith a very swift current. W e all struck two or three times, bu t did 
no serious damage. Landed on left bank about a mile above the chute in the W hite  Horse 
Rapids, and lined one boat a t a time down to the chute where we dragged them up on to 
a sheet of ice, and pulled them across the ice to the lower end of chute, about 300 yards. 
1 here is a large sheet of ice on the left bank. There is very poor foothold along the 
river bank, and people lining boats down look more like m ountain goats than anything
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else jum ping from rock to rock. The chute is the worst pa rt of the rapids. Made 
camp ju s t below rapids. Two boats were wrecked attem pting to shoot rapids, one man 
only slightly damaged his scow and wet his outfit, the  other lost all his outfit, 500 or 
600 lbs. and nearly lost his life, his boat was smashed to pieces. Two men took two boats 
down the rapids, making two trips and got through safely. These, I  believe, are the 
only men who have run the rapids this year. They took 21 boats through the canon 
a t  $5.00 a trip, Const. Donnelly slightly strained his ankle while lining scows down. 
R iver very muddy and full of small rapids, impossible to see the rocks. This is the only 
way to get through the canon, unless the boats are le t go through alone, which is too 
much of a chance to take.

Thursday, 3rd June .—Fine day, very warm. Pulled boats off the ice into the river 
again and were away by 10 o’clock. One party  of men in a big scow whom we had 
helped a t various times along the trail, sent a spokesman and presented me with a box 
of cigars for the party as a token of their g ratitude for help rendered by our men. Large 
numbers of people camped a t the W hite Horse. R iver below rapids very sw ift and full 
of boulders, &c., for about five miles ; current gets slacker and obstrtictions fewer. 
Stopped for noon below Tahkeena River, a wide river running into the Lewes, about 14 
miles below W hite Horse. Indians told me D alton has a trading post sixty miles up 
this river. Passed large number of bush fires in the last three days, started  by people 
leaving their camp fires alight. Head of Lake Lebarge a t 6.39 ; camp on left bank of 
river ; good camping place ; unload boats and haul them out on beach. Mosquitoes 
very bad.

Friday, 4th June .— Fine warm day. Re-pitching scows all day, loaded up boats 
ready to s ta rt in morning. Cooks baking bread. P u t on three ex tra  men. There is 
an Ind ian  village about a mile across from the river, on Lake Lebarge, 200 Indians 
there in winter, all go hunting in summer. Chief of tribe very w ealthy for an Indian, 
said to have about $2,000 worth of skins and furs. Traded some rations for ten good 
sized whitefish. H eard th a t man named Peterson, a big Swede whom A ssistant Com
missioner will remember as helping H erron to pack a t Dyea, came to grief in the canon, 
and lost some of his outfit ; small boat passed down the rapids bottom up, no one 
reported lost as yet. Man named Gilkie informed me they had learned from Indians of 
the death of a white man on Marsh Lake, near the island. H e understood them to 
intim ate th a t the man had been shot. Indians took Gilkie to his grave, which had a 
rude head board cut from the stump of a tree w ith the following inscription :— 
“ Thompson, died 16th May, 1897,” with the symbol of some order underneath. 
Indians said he belonged to party  of six men from Nanaimo, who came up on the 
Mexico. W ill inquire along road and report m atters to Inspector Constantine.

Four men out hunting to-day. Corporal Green brought back a prairie chicken. 
Constable Donnelly to duty.

Saturday, 5th Ju n e .—Fine day, wind from south. All up a t 4 a.m., away a t 5.10 ; 
mouth of river full of sandbars, middle channel correct one. Fair wind to Richtofen 
Island, nine miles, when wind dropped until we had rowed past island, 3 miles, had lunch 
during calm. Strong wind came up then and about 6 p.m. we made foot of lake 
and entered the river. Large fleet of boats on the lake, some pu t in on account of 
strong wind. Made supper camp two miles up river, sand bar across mouth. Good 
tim ber in patches all along lake. Two big valleys run north from left hand side of 
lake, Ogilvie and Richtofen. A fter supper made another twelve miles, where make 
night camp, very clear water, but swift current and innum erable rocks, keeping us all 
our time dodging them. A bout 48 miles to-day. Trolled all day, caught no fish, lost 
nearly all our trolling spoons. Saw birch trees to-day. Mosquitoes very bad.

Sunday, 6th Ju n e .—Fine day bu t cold, all up a t 3.30 and away a t 4.45, very bad 
w ater to mouth of Hootalinqua, current very swift, kept us all our time dodging rocks. 
A bout 9 a.m. saw two men on east bank who waved us into shore, we were on west 
side and in making crossing my boat was nearly wrecked, found th a t man named
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Fitzgerald and his partner had run  on a rock and their boat smashed, they climbed on 
the  rock and after two hours were taken off and landed by a passing boat, lost nearly 
all their stuff. F itzgerald nearly lost his life, their boat was smashed to pieces, 
told them of an  empty boat lying on the bank up the river and gave 
them  a frying pan and other things. They had saved their bedding and 
a couple of sacks of provisions. S. M. Davis’s boat ran  on a rock, no damage
done, stopped a t Ind ian  camp, bought 16 fish (about 40 lbs.) for $2.50. W e cannot 
catch fish ourselves, although we have tried every device ; nobody seems to, except the 
Indians. H eard  Sullivan had been wrecked in the canon. Made Hootalinqua about 
10 a.m., 16 miles from camp. Very wide river and very high, w ater muddy, making 
Lewes muddy and raising i t  to high w ater mark. This is the river running out of the 
Lake Teslin w aters ; current very swift, b u t river free of boulders. Noon camp six 
miles below Hootalinqua, passed two men poling up the river ; 18 miles below H oota
linqua, on righ t bank, passed log cabin ; 13 miles farther on passed the Cassiar Bar. 
G reat deal of placer mining done on this bar a t one time, parties coining in intended 
to wash on it, bu t river was too high. Passed Big Salmon River, which comes from 
the east, seven miles farther on, Lewes widens out here considerably. Camped below 
river for supper; a fter supper made ten  miles, hard to get good landing place, in try ing 
to land the stove on cook boat, with camp kettles on it, was knocked overboard by 
boughs of trees, saved stove b u t lost camp kettles. Const. Graham nearly knocked 
overboard. Mosquitoes very bad all day, very hot day ; made 64 miles to-day. C urrent 
runs about 5 to 6 miles an hour.

Monday, 7th Ju n e .— Fine day, very warm, mosquitoes bad ; up a t 7, away a t 8. 
Men wrecked yesterday came into our camp, had picked up more of their stuff, came 
down on borrowed boat ; they returned articles given to them. R iver still rising ; 
noon camp ten miles below L ittle  Salmon River. H eavy wind in p. m., squally, 
river full of islands below L ittle Salmon. Camped on west bank one mile above Nor- 
denskiold river. Some log houses here, evidently traders’ places, deserted now, pack 
tra il well worn w ith horse manure, goes off in south-westerly direction Lots of Indians 
camped here a t one tim e from Ind ian  graves, drying stages, etc. Passed some Indians 
on east bank. Mosquitoes, bull dogs and deer-flies very bad to-day. Passed two or 
three more bush fires. Dr. Dawson’s 1888 map has proved invaluable ; can tell every 
bend in the river. Made 73 miles to-day. Man told me to-day he had tried Cassiar 
bar and got good colours. Fitzgerald and partner came into our camp. Am writing,
12.30 a.m. L ight as day. Took a photograph of camp ten minutes ago.

Tuesday, Ju n e  8 th .— Fine day. Mosquitoes awful. Took some of F itzgerald’s stuff 
on our boats for him. L eft camp a t 9 a.m. Passed Nordenskiold R iver a t 9.30 a.m., 
comes in on left bank. Passed two more bush fires. C urrent getting swifter. A bout
12.30 came on Five F inger Rapids. Land on right bank and reconnoitre; decide 
th a t right channel is the best. Five bold, rocky islets or pillars of rock form five or six 
channels through which the w ater rushes. The left hand passage looks impassable. H ad 
lunch and s ta rt out again. Got through w ith no trouble, keeping well to the right all 
the time. The channel should be entered from the right. The channel is 20 
yards wide by about fifty long, and there is a fall of four feet a t the entrance ; 
w ater very rough. Five miles below, on taking a bend to the right see a 
reef of rocks right ahead of us stretching right across river, keeping right hand 
bank passed through rapids in almost smooth water. These are the Devil Rapids and un
less one knows of the channel to the right, are to my mind the worst on the river. Twenty 
miles below camped for supper; after supper went on until 1.30 a.m. ; camped near log 
house. Know we are close to Pelly. Log house here deserted. L ittle  steamer called 
“ Pelly ” run up in backwater here. L ight as day all night. Heavy rain about 4 p.m. 
All soaked through. Came 78 miles to-day.

W ednesday, June  9 th .—Fine day. L eft camp a t 9 a.m., and one mile down came 
to Pelly on south bank. Pelly R iver comes in from north. Stopped here. Trading post 
here owned by one H arper ; man named P it t  in charge. English Church mission here 
also, has been deserted for two years. There has been no steam er up as far as this for
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two years. Large num ber *of Indians. Good hay meadow close by, plenty of hay. ̂  Two 
horses here in the pink of condition, belonging to H arper. Large num ber of skins in  
stock. Register of people called a t post kept by P itt. Since 16th May over 550 people 
have signed their names. H e says he has counted 150 people who did not stop. Safe 
estimate to say 700 people came in this spring. N oted names of five men from Nanaimo 
all signed on the 24th May, likely to be party  who were w ith Thompson. Their names 
are Chas. Denning, John  Mellish, David Taylor, W illiam  Biggs and W illiam  Seaborne. 
P it t  says he heard Thompson was accidentally shot by one of the party. No sign of 
ruins of old F o rt Selkirk. Log house a t last n igh t’s camp was trad ing  post established by 
H ealy, b u t abandoned by him. Passed two men poling up river. M an named Dey going 
out w ith American mail, told us Ogilvie was two miles behind him on his road to Pelly and 
was on the lookout for us. A bout ten miles down came to his camp. Stopped here. Gave 
Mr. Ogilvie his mail. Tells me he is going to complete some survey a t Pelly and then 
coming back to Dawson. Gave us wonderful accounts of K londike diggings. R iver very 
sw ift from Pelly down. Came 50 miles to-day.

Thursday, June  10th.—L eft camp a t 4 a.m., Ogilvie not up, 50 miles down a t 11 
a.m., passed W hite  River, 3 miles below came on large Ind ian  camp, bought about 60- 
or 70 pounds of fresh moose m eat for $6. Passed 60 mile post a t about 5 p.m., delivered 
some mail there. Post is on south side of an island righ t opposite Sixty Mile Creek and 
is very hard to make as current sweeps one righ t across, river still rising, is full of 
islands, very wide and swift current, supper camp about 5.30, 22J  miles below Sixty Mile, 
come to Ind ian  river, large number of men camped here, came to K londike City a t 2 
a. m., right bank should be kept to make landing a t the town, as the river is very sw ift 
here, and current would carry one away below if on left bank. «Made 125 miles to-day, 
all very tired, very cold during night.

Friday, Ju n e  11th.—Fine day, very warm, le t men sleep in, crossed to Dawson City 
after lunch, delivered K londike mail, saw Mr. D. W . Davis and delivered letters to him. 
Mule came in this morning with 75 lbs. of gold on its back from diggings ($13,000.00). 
W ages here are from $10 to $15 a day. R eported th a t party  of five are lost, 2 women 
and 3 men, should have been in long ago. Const. Gowler here on pass, gave him 
permission to come down w ith me in morning. People anxiously w aiting for Gold 
Commissioner. H ear th a t Thompson was accidentally shot by one of the party, 
who reported himself to Inspector Constantine immediately on arrival. I t  occurred 
as follows : Party  were on ice in Marsh Lake w ith the ir boat on sleds, they 
broke through the  ice and had to get their boat off the sleds. A fter they were all on 
board and the party were over hauling their outfit, one of them  took his revolver from 
the sled and thinking it  empty commenced to snap it, there was one cartridge, and th is  
exploded, striking Thompson in the stomach and fatally  wounding him. H e died a t 3 o’clock 
the next morning. People seemed very glad to see us coming in. W as offered from 
$60.00 to $100.00 for a piece of moose purchased yesterday. M an drowned in Miles 
Canon in early p a rt of year while coming down on the ice, he was partially  snow blind 
and w ent through a crack in the ice before his partners could w arn him. M an who was 
camped about 3 miles above us on B ennett, has never been heard of since he stopped to 
dinner with us one day on B ennett, his ten t and outfit rem ain there untouched, I  have 
heard from parties who came down since. H undreds of people here, money very plen
tiful, gold dust is the medium of exchange.

Saturday, 12th Ju n e .—Left K londike a t 8 a.m., taking Constable Gowler and two 
men who wished to get down to Forty  Mile. Came into F o rt Constantine and reported 
to Inspector Constantine a t 5.30 p.m. and handed party  over in the  best of health  and 
condition.

The N. C. O’s and men of the party, one and all, have never shown a sign of grumb- 
ling a t the work however severe, and have worked hard and cheerfully always, the ir 
conduct has been of the best and they won everybody’s good-will by the ir readiness to  
help other travellers in the ir spare time.

S. M. Davis has proved invaluable, and I  cannot speak too highly of him.
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A  large num ber of fast women are coming in over this trail, and although the 
m ajority of the  men seem respectable, there are some tough looking cases. I  heard 
frequently th a t there was lots of whisky sold along the trail, but if so, i t  was kept 
entirely out of our sight.

The whole trip  has been a delightful one and the scenery along this route is unsur
passed by anything I  ever saw before. W e were almost sorry when the trip  was over.

I  have the honour to be, sir,

Y our obedient servant,

W. H . SC A R TH ,
Inspector.
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P O L IC E  PA TR O L, A TH A B A SC A  D IST R IC T , W IN T E R  O F 1896-97.

N o r t h -w e s t  M o u n t e d  P o l ic e ,
O f f ic e  o f  t h e  C o m m is s io n e r ,

R e g in a , 21st December, 1896.

To Inspector A. M. J a r v is ,
North-west Mounted Police.

The departm ent has decided to send a small party  to A thabasca and Slave Lake a t 
an early date, and you have been selected for the duty.

The object in view is to obtain an exhaustive report on the condition of affairs there 
generally, and particularly to collect information likely to be useful to the  governm ent 
in their future dealings w ith th a t territory. Among other subjects for inquiry will be 
the use or abuse of liquor. A  considerable quantity  goes in under perm it, and some is 
adm ittedly smuggled. I t  is also stated  th a t some is used for trad ing  purposes w ith the 
Indians, and that, in addition, a considerable quantity  of all sorts 'of extracts, which are 
well known to be intoxicating, are given to the Indians contrary to law, if not actually 
traded for furs, Arc.

The setting out of poisons and letting fires run  will also be subjects requiring your 
close attention.

You will report on the sta te  of the fisheries, the quantity  of lum ber in  various 
districts and its condition, whether burned or green, and th e  districts suitable for 
settlement, and the supply of hay.

You will also inquire into the increase or decrease of fur and game, particularly  
getting  all possible information re the probable number of wood buffalo in the country, 
their location, and w hether the A ct re their preservation is being stric tly  carried out. 
W ith  this object in view you will have to visit as many trad ing  posts as possible in the 
vicinity of the buffalo grounds. You will direct the atten tion  of all traders and hunters 
you come across to the necessity of strictly  obeying the Game A ct and ordinances re the 
preservation of game and fish, and you will explain to them the law on all the above 
subjects.

I t  is reported th a t beaver is decreasing rapidly, in a great measure owing to the 
indiscriminate killing of young and old, caused by the traders paying the same price for 
a k it beaver as for a full grown one. You will inquire fully into this, and explain to all 
concerned the folly of killing iramuture animals. The num ber of skins of unborn musk 
ox calves is rapidly increasing, and you will make inquiries w ith a view to its prevention.

As on the information obtained by you will, in a g reat measure, depend the estab
lishing of police post a t an early date, you will report on the best points in your opinion 
for the police to work from.

From time to time rumours have reached us of murders having been committed in 
the unorganized territories ; these you will investigate and report on, getting  all infor
mation obtainable from Superintendent Griesbach before proceeding north, and, if 
necessary, take immediate action.

I  have no authority  to in struct you re your duties as justice of the peace, bu t you 
m ust remember th a t many of the Indians and small traders may be ignorant of the law, 
and therefore may have offended unw ittingly. I t  will be impossible a t present to 
imprison in th a t territory, and in the event of fines not being forthcomming a t once, you 
can give time for their collection, as is usually done here, when, la ter on, if not paid, the 
usual im prisonment can be better enforced.
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A  g reat deal of tac t and judgm ent will be required in dealing w ith these m atters, 
and I  need no t impress upon you the necessity of loosing no time unnecessarily on the 
road, as the season is short. W ith  this object in view, your party  m ust ease the dogs 
as much as possible by travelling on snow shoes. From  tim e to time, if you come across 
a first-class dog, you will be a t liberty to exchange a poor one for it, paying the necessary 
am ount required. I f  you find th a t you cannot finish the work assigned you, in time to 
re tu rn  all the way w ith dogs, you can re tu rn  by boat, leaving your outfit in charge of 
some one for the summer, who will summer the dogs also. You can re tu rn  via Isle à la 
Crosse and Green Lake if you th ink  advisable.

You have been supplied w ith copies of all the ordinances and sta tu tes you are 
likely to require, and have received a le tte r from the commissioner of the H udson’s Bay 
Company to the ir officers in the north, which will be a great assistance to you. I t  will 
be necessary for you to keep a copious diary, and to send out short reports whenever 
possible.

L. W. H E R C H M E R ,
Commissioner.

N o r t h -w e s t  M o u n t e d  P o l ic e ,
O f f ic e  o f  t h e  C o m m is s io n e r ,

R e g in a , 3rd May, 1897.

Sir,— I have the honour to forward herewith, reports ju st received from Inspector 
Jarv is on his A thabasca trip, together with the map of the route taken by him. Hi ~'HI 

I  propose to station one man and one scout a t the following points :—A thabasca 
Landing, Grand Rapids, Lesser Slave Lake and F o rt Smith on the G reat Slave River, 
and am w riting to  the H udson’s Bay Company, asking them to arrange to let us have 
supplies a t these places a t as low a rate  as possible.

I  have the honour to be, sir,
Your obedient servant.

The Comptroller,
North-west M ounted Police, 

O ttawa.

L. W. H E R C H M E R ,
Commissioner.

Re Northern Patrol.
N o r t h -w e s t  M o u n t e d  P o l ic e .

F o r t  S a s k a t c h e w a n , 29th April, 1897.

S i r ,— I have the honour to forward herewith the following papers, <fcc., in connection 
w ith above, viz.:—

General report of trip.
Supplem entary report re different subjects th a t special reports were asked 

for.
R eturns of proceedings had.
Map showing routs travelled most.
Samples of grain grown on the most northerly ranch in America.

I  have the honour to be, sir,
Y our obedient servant,

The Commissioner
North-west Mounted Police, 

Regina.

A. H. G R IE SB A C H , S iiijL, 
Commanding “ G ” Division.
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Re Northern Patrol.

N o r t h -w e s t  M o u n t e d  P o l ic e , “ G ” D iv is io n ,
F o r t  S a s k a t c h e w a n , 24th April, 1897.

S ir ,__I  have the honour to state th a t in  compliance w ith instructions received from
the Commissioner by wire a t S tand Off detachm ent on the  29th December, 1896, I  
proceeded by rail to South Edmonton, where I  m et the Commissioner on the 31st of 
December, and received instructions from him to patrol by dog tra in  the  northern  
country as far as possible, and report thereon, together w ith o ther m atters of in terest to 
the government.

On the 1st January , 1897, I  arrived a t F o rt Saskatchewan, where I  found the three 
dog trains consisting of four dogs each waiting for me, also two spare dogs, sleds, pro
visions, &.c., <fcc.

On the 4th January  having completed my outfit, I  started  for Lac La Biche by tra il 
south of the Saskatchewan River, via Saddle Lake, accompanied by Staff-Sergeant 
H etherington, guide J .  Gullion and dog driver P. L utit, jr., also the  usual monthly 
patrol from the division.

I  arrived a t Lac La Biche on the 8 th  January , where I  exchanged two tra in  dogs. 
I  may say this place was the starting  point of the expedition as I  now left the jurisdic
tion of “ G ” Division and had no longer the assistance of the patrol team. I  took from 
there fish for dog feed sufficient to carry me to  H ea rt Lake. The loads were necessarily 
heavy and the snow deep, and still falling, I  was therefore obliged to dispense w ith our 
ten t and henceforward camped in  the  open.

Two long days’ travel over lakes, and principally through muskeg, brought us to  
H eart Lake, a  small trading place or outpost of the H udson’s Bay Company. There is 
a reserve there of Chippewyan Indians, consisting of about th irty  families, who live 
principally by hunting and fishing. They told me th a t they killed about 1,500 fish per 
annum, bu t this is probably far less than  they really take. They are not farmers, bu t 
grain crops and vegetables can be raised there  successfully. This band a t present (many 
of them  suffering from diseased eyes) are unable to hunt, and are therefore in  poor circum
stances. I  remained over night a t this place. The nex t four days, through bush of jack- 
pine, poplar, tam arack, b u rn t woods and muskeg took us to  L ittle  Jackfish Lake, where 
I  did my first magisterial duty. This was a case of assault, wife vs. husband, the  woman 
being a  Cree, the man a Chippewyan. I  dismissed the case w ith a reprimand, i t  being 
a family quarrel.

The Indians were much pleased a t the visit of the police and the ir action towards 
the suppression of laying out poison. The three families here own between them  ten  
horses and ton head of cattle, bu t find stock-raising a failure, as the cattle  die from a 
disease of the bladder which I  should suppose to be the effect of alkali, the  w ater in the 
lake being impregnated, and no fish able to exist.

There is a tra il passable in summer close by, from F o rt M cM urray to Lac La Biche, 
b u t the supply of hay is poor. N ext day we arrived a t W hitefish Lake where I  held a 
meeting of all the Indians in the vicinity, and a few from Portage La Loche, and 
explained the game, fire and poison ordinance to them, and sent out notices to places 
in the neighbourhood relative to poison, fires and game. There are th irteen  families of 
Chippewyans a t this place, owning eleven horses and eighteen head of cattle, hay is very 
scarce, the country is principally muskeg. No grain has been grown, bu t a  small quantity  
of potatoes has been cultivated. The circumstances of these Indians appear b e tte r than  
a t H eart Lake, and I  may mention here th a t the farther north  I  w ent the be tte r off I  
found the Indians, particularly in dress. They have no fisheries here in w inter. The 
lake is about twenty-five miles from Portage La Loche and is about twenty-five miles 
long by tw enty  miles wide.

I  found here th a t Staff-Sergeant H etherington had been severely strained in the 
back from a fall caused by slipping on a hill, and though suffering very much had not 
told me for fear of causing delay.
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The n igh t of the 16th January , before arriving here, was about the coldest we 
experienced on our trip, the  therm om eter registering 60° below zero, a high wind and 
comparatively open country, i t  having been b u rn t off by the  Indians some years before 
for the purpose of making a  moose range, which is done by burning off the tim ber which 
encourages the second grow th on which the moose feed.

On the  19th Jan u ary  we left W hitefish Lake a t 11.30 a.m., arriving a t Jackfish 
Lake a t  4 p.m., making twelve miles, snowing hard and extremely cold.

There are five families of half-breeds living here, they own no stock, b u t kill about 
30,000 whitefish per annum  which they sell to the H udson’s Bay Company, and traders 
on the A thabasca and C learw ater rivers. A t this place I  m et Mr. McDermot, of the 
H udson’s Bay Company and left with him one of my dogs disabled (w ith frozen feet) 
which will be forwarded to Prince A lbert. I  also exchanged two dogs which were in 
low condition.

On the  20th January , we crossed an arm of Jackfish Lake and Swan Lake which is 
15 miles long and 9 miles wide, the day was b itterly  cold, we w ent to a fish cache and 
took 196 fish which I  bought from one Cardinal the day before. Timber wolves are 
reported numerous in the neighbourhood of Swan Lake.

On the 21st January , we travelled about 18 miles having to make our own tra il by 
sending a m an ahead on snow-shoes. The country is principally muskeg w ith jack pine, 
spruce, some birch and poplar, the  w eather was very cold and stormy. W e arrived a t 
McCallum’s trad ing  post on the Clearwater R iver in the  afternoon ; the approach to the 
river is very precipitous, we being obliged to lower our sleds w ith ropes from tree to tree 
for a distance of about a mile. H ere we found a ground fire which had been burning in 
the muskeg for nearly a  year, and supposed to have been started  by careless campers.

I  met Mr. Spencer, who is in charge of the  H udson’s Bay Company post a t F o rt 
McM urray, en route to Jackfish Lake, w ith horse sleds for a supply of fish, he sent his 
men on and returned w ith me to F o rt M cM urray the following day. I  left notices re 
game, fire and poison ordinances w ith McCallum. I  heard of only ona trapper on the 
Clearwater and also sent him notices, and was informed by both Spencer and McCallum 
th a t he was not using poison.

A fter leaving McCallum’s, Spencer started  to break the tra il on snow shoes, the 
snow having drifted  over his tra il of previous day. W e followed the  Clearw ater R iver 
making 4 portages, or short cuts through the woods from point to point of the river, 
these portages were rough and almost impassable owing to fallen timber. W e were 
from 4 a.m. until 6 p.m. making 20 miles to F o rt McM urray, a t wbich place the th e r
mometer registered 48° below zero, the storm continuing. One of our dogs played out 
and I  was obliged to leave him in Mr. Spencer’s charge.

The C learw ater R iver is from 200 to  300 yards wide, with high sloping banks, well 
timbered w ith spruce, tam arack, white poplar and birch suitable for building purposes, a 
larger and better quality of tim ber than  I  had yet seen. I t  is navigable, the H udson’s 
Bay Company having until late years used it  as part of the route, via Carlton and Green 
Lake, by which they took their supplies into the far north and brought out the ir furs.

There is a clearing of prairie of about 500 acres, one mile and a half above this post, 
where the H udson’s Bay Company cut hay for the transport cattle  used a t F o rt Smith, 
a t least 100 tons can be cut there and a further supply of about 15 or 20 tons on an 
island close by. This place being the junction of the two rivers, and building tim ber 
and hay so easily obtained would be a suitable place for a police detachment. There 
are ta r  springs or wells on the east bank of the A thabasca extending for 50 miles.

I  could not obtain any report of liquor being supplied or traded to Indians or others 
in this neighbourhood, and was informed th a t no poison was used for the destruction of 
fur-bearing animals, also from reports from the H udson’s Bay Company officials I  under
stand th a t none was pu t out this w inter in the vicinity of Grand Rapids and tow ards 
A thabasca Landing, and th a t no liquor was known of £here, b u t the same officials 
reported both poison and liquor further down the river. I  laid over one day to rest 
ourselves and the dogs.

There is no other settlem ent in this place, and th e  H udson’s Bay Company’s supply 
of fish is brought from Jackfish Lake 55 miles d istant, the few fish caught in the river
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about the month of September not being sufficient even for the employees of the post. 
Roots and barley have been grown w ith success in small quantities.

On the 24th January  we left F o rt M cM urray and travelled down the A thabasca 
River. The banks are sloping far back and well timbered w ith birch, white poplar and 
spruce of fair size for building purposes. Sandstone crops out on both banks for many 
nfiles. There was no track on the river and we still continued breaking one on snow- 
shoes. A fter travelling about fifteen miles we made camp on the east bank, some time 
after dark, the storm had moderated, but the cold was intense. The next day after 
dark we arrived a t L ittle  Red River, thirty-five miles d is tan t from F o rt McM urray. 
There is a settlem ent of nine families, consisting of half-breeds, Chippewyans and Créés. 
The H udson’s Bay Company, Colin F raser and the McClelland Bros., have trad ing  posts 
there, the other inhabitants are hunters and trappers. I  was informed th a t poison had 
been used there the previous w inter in many cases, and the decrease in the  fur supply 
was attribu ted  to it. I  explained the ordinances to the people, b u t before m entioning 
the liquor law I was asked by one Pische if nothing could be done towards preventing 
the trade in liquor and extracts, as there was too much of it. Sergeant H etherington 
obtained information against Thomas McClelland for trad ing  liquor and causing 
drunkenness in the Ind ian  camps. I  tried  him, found him guilty and fined him $300 
and costs, and in default six months’ im prisonment w ith hard labour, the fine to be paid 
by the 1st of Ju ly  next, or the imprisonment to be inflicted. I  also tried an  assault 
case, a man against his wife ; th is case I  dismissed w ith a  reprimand. The Indians 
requested th a t a chief m ight be appointed, and named Chrysostom Pische for th a t 
position. I  explained th a t I  had not power to make such an appointm ent, bu t would 
report upon the m atter. H e is a good hunter, shrewd, and I  bêlieve a reliable man for 
a leader and would be of use in giving information on m atters.re la ting  to the poison 
and liquor ordinances.

A bout fifteen miles above this point the Birch M ountains are in  sight, where the 
last wood buffalo in this vicinity was killed last Ju ly  by C. Pische. Four cows had 
been there for several years but no increase took place and they were gradually killed off.

On the 26th January  we continued our journey down the  A thabasca the country 
appeared much the same as we had already passed through. The nex t day we m et a 
party  consisting of the Rev. Mr. Lucas and some H udson’s Bay Company’s officials w ith 
a packet going to Edmonton. The whole party, w ith the exception of Mr. Lucas, had 
their faces badly frozen, the therm om eter registering 40 below zero. Their dog trains 
had beaten a fair track which helped us more or less for several days.

January  28th we camped a t Poplar Point, after having passed many well wooded 
islands and a fine sulphur spring. H ere I  m et five families and amongst them I  saw 
Andrew Pische, a man of seventy-two years of age, a well-known hunter, who told me 
th a t the buffalo in th a t vicinity had Deen exterm inated. I  was informed th a t no poison 
had been used there and they had not suffered from bush fires. N ear th is point there 
is a fishing lake where the Indians get a good supply of whitefish. There is also a 
trading post kept by one Gully who was then absent. F o r the last two days we saw 
numbers of ptarmigan, moose are also plentiful in the neighbourhood.

A bout 10 a.m. next day we called a t Point Brule, where there are six families who 
live by hunting, amongst them Pierre Deroche, who was the ir spokesman. I  explained 
the ordinances and gave them notices. The river was still dotted w ith islands which 
as well as the banks were thickly timbered. T hat night we camped on the bank of the 
river 14 miles below Point Brule, the w eather still extremely cold.

January  30th. A fter following the A thabasca to the Em barras River, which was 
considerably flooded, under the snow, causing us a t  times serious delay in changing 
clothes and^ cleaning the sleds, we followed the Em barras for six miles and crossed a 
portage to Fallen Timber Creek. The timber, especially the tam arack on the Em barras 
River, was the largest and best we had so far seen, and is cut and towed by the H udson’s 
Bay Company s steamers to Lake A thabasca where i t  is made in to  lum ber for boats 
and buildings.
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January  31st, we made a portage ta  Lake Mamwee and crossed where i t  was 10 
miles wide to the Q uatre Fourche, which we followed for about three miles, meeting one 
Alexis Torangeau, who gave information respecting a  case of setting out poison, which 
I  attended to later on. A bout four miles farther on we struck Lake A thabasca and 
crossed a bay four miles wide, a t the north-west end of the lake, to F raser’s trading 
post, ihence to the H udson’s Bay Company’s post a t F o rt Chippewyan, where I  was met 
and most hospitably entertained by Dr. McKay, chief factor in charge of the A thabasca 
district.

F o rt Chippewyan is the headquarters’ post of the district, and was established 
about the year 1789 by Sir A lexander Mackenzie. I t  is on the lake shore and 
comprises three large store houses, one of which is a depot for the Mackenzie and Peel 
R iver districts. There is a residence for the chief factor, also quarters for the clerks, a  
large îecreation hall, offices, stables and some other buildings, all inclosed by a stockade, 
The servants occupy a row of buildings outside the fort, and together num ber w ith the 
freemen, about 150 souls.

D uring the w inter about 30 lodges of Chippewyans and 12 of Créés live in the 
vicinity of the post, bu t about the 1st of Ju n e  each year from 600 to 700 Indians and 
half-breeds come in to trade their furs.

The steam er “ Grahame, ” 140 feet long, 28 feet beam, a stern  wheeler and capable 
of carrying 150 tons of freight, bu t seldom loaded w ith more than 80 tons, and owned 
by the H udson’s Bay Company, makes this her headquarters and runs from F o rt 
M cM urray to Sm ith’s Landing on the G reat Slave R i\er.

There is also established here a large Roman Catholic mission, presided over by 
Bishop Grouard, together w ith two priests, four lay brothers, four grey nuns and four 
lay sisters, it  includes a boarding school containing a t present 27 girls and 18 boys, 
clean and healthy looking children. This mission was established in 1848 by the late 
Archbishop Taché. They own a saw-mill, a steamboat 60 feet long, 9 feet beam, a 
side wheeler, which is used on the same route as the H udson’s Bay Company’s steamer.

This mission consumes 22,000 fish between 1st November and 1st May, which are 
caught in Lake A thabasca. Their garden is the bed of a lake which they have drained ; 
in this they grow 500 bushels of potatoes, bu t not always a sure crop. They also grow 
other vegetables and barley. Both the H udson’s Bay Company and the Mission keep a few 
horses for w inter work, they also own a few cattle, bu t get their beef supply from V er
million. The Bishop has a p rin ting  press and does his own prin ting  and binding. H e 
has printed books in six different languages.

Lake A thabasca is from 180 to 200 miles long, and averages about 20 miles in 
width. The shores are principally rocky, with the background wooded w ith spruce and 
jackpine. H ere and there a t a short distance from the lake are sloughs where a limited 
am ount of hay is gathered.

A t Fond du Lac there is a settlem ent of about 400 mixed Chippewyans and half- 
breed hunters who are reported in fair circumstances. B ut I  regret to sta te  th a t a large 
num ber of Indians, both Créés and Chippewyans, living near F ort Chippewyan, are 
suffering from hunger on account of the small supply of furs, accounted for by the dis
appearance of rabbits, on which many of the fur-bearing animals live.

The H udson’s Bay Company and Mr. Colin Fraser, before my arrival, had advanced 
a certain am ount of assistance to these starving people, some of whom died during my 
stay a t Chippewyan. I  also gave a small amount of relief which is shown by vouchers 
attached to my report. On account of the severe weather, heavy trails and general 
hardships our dogs had undergone, I  found they would be unable to stand a trip  to F o rt 
Resolution and back, and continue the proposed journey by Peace River, w ithout a long 
rest. I  therefore sent them with Sergeant H etherington and the drivers to an island 
where they could be well fed and rested. H e had also several cases to inquire into, 
which he did during my absence.

I  hired two dog trains and proceeded on the 4th February towards F ort Resolution 
via Sm ith’s Landing and F o rt Smith on the G reat Slave River. W e travelled for two 
days w ith the therm om eter ranging about 30° below, storming and snow drifting, 
across a portage consisting of muskegs, small lakes and streams, bu rn t woods and a 
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generally rough country, to the shore of G reat Slave R iver nearly opposite the mouth 
of the Peace River.

The G reat Slave R iver takes the waters of the A thabasca and Peace Rivers, also 
drains Lake A thabasca and is wide and deep, i t  has lower banks, and is wooded in the 
sam e way as the Athabasca.

I t  took us five days travelling along the river to go to Sm ith’s L anding on account 
of having to break the trail the whole distance, there having been no travel during the 
winter. There is no settlem ent between Chippewyan and Sm ith’s Landing, which is 
a t the head of a sixteen mile portage. There are twelve families a t th is place who live 
by fishing, hunting and trapping during the winter, and in summer are employed in 
transporting goods for the H udson’s Bay Company and traders over the portage to F ort 
Smith, which is a t the foot of the rapids. These men are generally untrustw orthy, as 
they make contracts and, when possible, break them, much to the annoyance and loss 
of their employers, and also steal anything they can. I  found th a t poison had been 
used there and issued summonses. I  was obliged to appoint a special constable to do 
this duty during my absence a t F o rt Resolution, the delinquents being then  a t a 
distance in the bush, trapping.

The portage is through bush, and a fair cart road has been made. This is the 
centre of the buffalo country, and on my arrival I found a party  of hunters who had 
already made their long hunting snow-shoes and were ready to s ta r t in search of buffalo, 
amongst them was Susa Beaulieu, a well-known hunter. These people had never heard 
of a game law and were much surprised on hearing of it, bu t willingly gave up their 
hun t when I  explained to them the necessity of complying w ith th is law. There are 
three minor trading posts in this vicinity, being outposts of the, H udson’s Bay Company 
and C. Fraser.

A t Sm ith’s Landing, I  first met some Indians called Cariboo Eaters, b u t looking 
very much like the Chippewyans or Dogribs ; they range from this place to F o rt 
Resolution.

A very cold drive over the portage brought us to F ort Smith, a small trad ing  post 
of the H udson’s Bay Company, managed by Mr. M cKinley, and is a shipping point for 
the G reat Slave Lake and the Mackenzie River, the H udson’s Bay Company’s steamer 
“ W rigley,” a screw boat, plying there.

There is a river fishery a t this place and a peculiar fish taken  called “ L ’Inconnu,” 
resembling a very large salmon, bu t strong, both in taste and smell, and oily and requir
ing education, even for dogs to relish it.

Mr. M cKinley and Mr. H anburv, an English sportsman, who is on a hunting 
expedition, had ju s t returned from an unsuccessful buffalo hunt, bu t they saw fresh 
tracks and beds of about 60 buffalo, also the tracks of another small band of three bulls, 
probably old and driven out of the herd.

Poison had been used in this vicinity, and two cases were brought before me and 
convictions obtained.

There are numerous small lakes in this district, well stocked w ith whitefish, pike, 
trou t and suckers. Moose and wood cariboo also abound here ; I  saw the carcasses of 
eight hanging in the bush, having been killed for Mr. M cK inley’s use.

The banks of the river here are low, the country is prairie and muskeg, w ith patchf s 
of bush composed of jackpine, spruce and poplar.

The Indians inhabiting the country along the G reat Slave R iver from Sm ith’s 
Landing to F o rt Resolution are Chippewyans, Cariboo E aters and Yellow Knives, so 
called from having lived about the Copper Mine River, and in olden times fashioned 
the ir arrow heads and knives out of the metal supposed to have been found there. 
There is also a  small band of Slavies, a few Créés and some half-breeds, chiefly com
posed of the Beaulieu family. Some of the Indians are said to journey all the way to 
Edmonton in the spring to trade their furs, and return  w ith whisky which they smuggle 
through for themselves and other Indians who in tru s t them w ith furs to take out for 
the same purpose. The names of some of them have been forwarded by me in  a former 
report.

I  remained a t F o rt Smith until th t  following morning, 10th February, and started  
for F o rt Resolution, having secured the service of a guide, and here I  may mention
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th a t the Indians in the vicinity hardly ever move from their homes, excepting to visit 
their lines of traps. I  understand th a t this has been the custom for generations and 
there are many old Indians hereabouts who have not been even to Chippewyan, which 
m ight be styled the metropolis of the district. I  found this to be the custom of many 
of the northern  Indians up to and along the Peace River. They have no ambition and 
little  knowledge of the outer world, and as long as they have enough to fill themselves 
w ith they are happy. I  found i t  not only unpleasant bu t impossible to enter the 
houses of the Indians who live on the unknown fish, owing to the stench.

Ten miles from F o rt Sm ith we came to Gravel Point, where there are several 
families of Cariboo Eaters, who were a t the time living entirely on fish, w ithout either 
bread or vegetables, the w eather being so severe th a t they would not h un t moose, 
although plentiful in the neighbourhood.

Poison had been u-ed there, but I  was unable to interview the man who used it, 
he being away many days travelling in the woods trapping near the mouth of Salt River. 
There is a w inter fishery on the Slave River, and two houses on the west bank, both 
vacant, as the owners had “ pitched off.” Salt R iver empties into the G reat Slave 
R iver about 25 miles below F ort Smith, the water is too salt for use, and the supply of 
sa lt for the d is tric t is gathered on the banks of the stream, where beds are formed by 
natural evaporation, i t  is coarse and darker in colour than  ordinary table salt, it  is also 
shipped to the Peace R iver district, where it is sold a t 25 cents per pound, and to the 
Mackenzie and Peel R iver districts, and in fact to the A rctic Circle. The wood buffalo 
make this point the middle of their range, probably on account of the salt licks. One 
band ranging from Peace Point to Salt R iver, the other band from the la tte r place to 
about 20 miles from G reat Slave Lake. These bands are said to keep separate and 
never cross the Salt River.

Three buffalo of the Peace Point band, then numbering 33 head, were killed about 
the end of November last. (See fu rther notice in my report re buffalo.)

On the 11th February we met Rev. Mr. Marsh, of H ay River, and F rank Mobley, 
a trapper from Beaver River, on their way out of the north country.

On our arrival a t the portage of the Grand Detour, we found a white man named 
C. Charlston, an ex-U nited S tates soldier, in a starving condition, having been deserted 
by his Ind ian  companions who had “ pitched off” on a buffalo hunt. I  gave him pro
visions to enable him to reach F o rt Smith. From after reports I  believe this man to be 
of unsound mind and unable to take care of himself ; he is said to be a fugitive from 
justice. I  arranged w ith Mr. McKinley to give him sufficient assistance to sustain life 
until spring, and now’ suggest th a t as soon as possible he should be removed to an 
asylum.

A fter about two miles of portage and 8 miles on the G reat Slave R iver w ithout a 
trail, we struck a hun ter’s shack, occupied by Campbell Young and George M artin, who 
reported a successful take of fur, and stated  th a t they had not used poison bait this 
year, though acknowledging to having used i t  during the previous winter, and seen the 
evil effect thereof by the decrease of fur. On the tra il next day, the 12th February, we 
found w hat we supposed to be a dog, bu t turned out to be a  coyote, a very unusual 
anim al to see in th a t country, it  had been poisoned. A fter tracing its tracks to the 
poisoned bait, we were enabled to discover the party  who had laid out the poison, 
who was afterw ards fined for th a t offence. A t my first interview  w ith John  Trindle, 
the  offender, he not knowing th a t I  was a police official, mistook me for Mr. W arburton 
Pike, who had been there hunting buffalo and musk ox. H e was much surprised on my 
re tu rn  to find th a t I  had received information against him, and would try  him a t F ort 
Smith.

The banks of the river are higher and have been well wooded, bu t are now burnt. 
The overflows and drifted tracks gave us hard work. The trip  to Resolution was not all 
the way by the river, as there is a bend which would take 90 miles to follow, b u t a 
portage or short cu t of 24 miles saves this long round. This portage has been cleared 
through burn t timber, b u t on account of the depth of snow it  was impossible for me to 
examine and report upon the  soil. A t the end of the portage after descending a 
gradual slope we came in view of the G reat Slave Lake, which w ith the exception of 
some islands in the distance, could be taken for a vast frozen ocean. W e crossed a bay 
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about five miles wide and arrived a t Fort Resolution on Sunday, 13th February, a t 3.SO1 
p.m., which ended my northern journey.

This H udson’s Bay Company’s fort is built on the shore of the lake, is stockaded and 
contains several, neat buildings, it is not as large as Chippewyan, though an im portant 
trading post in charge of Mr. C. F. Gaudet. Tnere is also a trading post belonging to 
Nagle and Hislop, who have another a t Stony Island, 20 miles d is tan t on the lake. 
There is a Roman Catholic Mis-ion and a day school managed by two priests. The 
mission owns a side-wheel steamer which crosses the  G reat Slave Lake and carries 
supplies to the missions a t the Peel and Mackenzie Rivers. The church is built of logs 
and is 60 x 30 feet. Four lay brothers are employed by the mission

Through the w inter the population consists of only about 108 souls—in the summer, 
like a t Chippewyan, it  increases to 600 or 700. This may be called the land of plenty 
as regards meat and fish, the cariboo being very numerous this year ; the lake tro u t are 
of great size, very plentiful and of fine flavour. I  m et a num ber of Indians here— 
Dogribs, Yellowknives and Slavies, who came in to trade their furs and get their outfit 
to enable them to go to the Barren Grounds after musk ox.

The Rev. Father Duprie, who is in charge of the G reat Slave Lake Mission, 
informed me th a t the whalers, mostly Americans, who traded with the Eskimos and 
other Indians of the far north (along the Mackenzie R iver and a t the Herschel Islands) 
deal principally in liquor, no duty being paid on goods or liquor. The women are 
debauched, and drunken sailors frequently shoot the Indians. W halers often w inter 
there, sometimes as many as tw enty vessels. Poison bait is said to be used also.

A fter resting the dogs and gathering w hat information was possible, I  started  on 
the 17th February on my return  journey to F o rt Smith. Inform ation having been laid 
against John  Trindle for setting out poison, I  took him with me to th a t post. By 
pressing forward I  was enabled to make the trip  in three days, having the benefit of my 
old trail.

A rriving a t F ort Smith a t 9 p.m. on the 20th February, I  remained there over 
Sunday, and the next day tried Trindle and W. Brown, an in terpre ter to the H udson’s 
Bay Company. They both pleaded “ g u ilty ” and were fined .$25 and costs.

On Sunday, F ather Dischambeneal, the priest in charge a t F ort Smith, who had 
been visiting the Indians, was brought in by them in a dying condition. I  proceeded to 
Sm ith’s Landing, where I  tried Charles Sanderson for pu tting  out poison, he having been 
brought in  by my special constables. H e also pleaded guilty and was fined $25 and costs. 
A fter the trial, during which time my driver was busy baking bread and making ready, 
we proceeded on our trip  and late a t night we camped a t Cariboo Island.

The next day we got to La Butte, w ithin 50 miles of Chippewyan. From here I  
sent one of my dog drivers ahead with instructions to Sergeant H etherington to get back 
the dogs from the island and to notify the bishop of the illness of the priest a t  F o rt 
Smith. Being calm and clear, the therm om eter a t 32° below zero, I  decided to press on 
and drive all night, which we did w ith the exception of the short halts, or as called 
here “ spells,” during which time the kettle was boiled and a cup of tea  and a b it of ban
nock hastily consumed and much enjoyed.

The following day, shortly before arriving a t Chippewyan, I  met Bishop Grouard 
on his way to visit the sick priest already mentioned.

The 25th February, on my arrival a t Chippeweyan, I  found th a t Sergeant H ether
ington had not been idle. He had a number of cases to lay before me, and I  have much 
pleasure in reporting th a t he deserves much credit for the way he handled them. These 
cases, which are noted and attached, occupied my time from the 26th February to the 
3rd March, and the next day I  started  on my Peace R iver expedition.

A t Chippeweyan I  was obliged to purchase two dogs, one of ours having died, 
another being unfit for duty.

By advice of Chief Factor Dr. McKay, the w eather being still stormy and un
settled and the carriers of the Peace R iver packet having been lost for several days, I  
hired a guide to pilot our party  over the end of Lake Athabasca, the Q uatre Fourche or 
Delta of the Peace River, and portages consisting of streams, marshes and lakes, viz., 
Mamwee and Lake Claire, the la tte r where we crossed being 40 miles wide. I  here 
dispensed w ith  the pilot and continued on the portage, which is through muskeg and
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patches of prairie, a lte rnating  with brûlé or bu rn t brush, composed of all the northern 
timbers.

On the  n ight of the 7th of M arch a t dusk, we came in sight of the valley of the 
Peace River, and in the distance the Deer or Cariboo M ountains. The snow through 
this portage was 30 inches deep, still cold, ranging between 25° and 30° below zero. 
On this portage we came across a fire place, in which we found the remains of buffalo 
horns, probably lately killed, this place not being far from the range of the wood buffalo.

On leaving Lake Claire and entering the portage we saw several rifles and ammuni
tion bags suspended on tripods, supposed to belong to starving Indians who were making 
for the Birch River, where they could catch fish.

The precipitous approach to the Peace R iver obliged us, as a t the Clearwater, to 
lower our sleds by ropes to the flat or marsh adjoining the river bed. The banks are 
generally wooded w ith large spruce and poplar. A  great quantity  of this tim ber falling 
into the river, is washed down by the high w ater and ice jams, and is recovered and 
utilized for building purposes as far as F o rt Resolution, which has been built mainly 
from this source of supply.

A fter a few miles travel on the Peace, we struck the Swan River, which we fol
lowed up to where there had been a portage, now washed out and become a branch of 
the Swan emptying into the Peace R iver ; i t  puzzled our guide to such an ex ten t th a t 
we were lost for some hours. A fter finding a portage we proceeded on our trip  through 
deep snow, and camped on the Peace River a t Big Island portage. The river here is so 
large th a t i t  looked to me more like a lake, the storm was so blinding I  could not 
estim ate its width.

Following up the Peace we overtook three Cree Indians who were travelling from 
Deer M ountain to the L ittle  R ed River, a trading post of the Hudson’s Bay Company. 
They had left several fires burning, and on account of the danger of setting  fire to the 
muskeg, which i t  is nearly impossible to quench, and is liable to break out in the spring 
and cause serious damage to timber, information having been laid before me I, on my 
arrival a t the H udson’s Bay Company’s post a t L ittle  Red River, on the 10th of March, 
imposed a fine of $25 on each of them, as an example, and towards preventing fu rther 
infraction of the law.

This post is a t the head of steamboat navigation on the Peace River, several chutes 
or impassable rapids being there. The freighting of supplies and return  of furs above 
this point is done by row boats, known as the H udson’s Bay Company’s York boats.

On the 11th March I  m et the Rev. Mr. Scott above the second or upper chute, and 
mentioned having fined Indians for leaving fires burning ; fu rther on, to my surprise I  
found th a t he had left his fire in exactly the same condition. I  was unable to pursue 
him, being so pressed for time to finish my journey before the breaking up of the rivers, 
aud regret exceedingly th a t I  was unable to do so as his punishm ent would have been 
even a better object lesson than  th a t inflicted on the Indians.

W e camped th a t night on the Loon River, the thermom eter registering 50° below 
zero. H ere a Cree half-breed resided who had been reported to me as having used 
poisoned bait, thereby killing an Ind ian  tra in  dog. I  may mention th a t the Ind ian  
tra in  dog is frequently used as a pack or d raft animal, as well as a retriever or hunting 
dog, and is invaluable to his owner. The above-mentioned ha'f-breed had “ pitched off” 
and no tracks being visible about his house I  was unable to follow him. The 12th— 
afte r following the river some distance and making a three mile portage, we arrived a t 
E. J . Lawrence’s w inter ranch containing 60 head of grade Durham cattle which are 
dehorned, also 35 horses. I t  is said to be the most northerly ranch in America.

A fter leaving this ranch and following a wagon road on the portage through ten 
miles of bush, prairie and swamp, and having crossed the Peace R iver we arrived a t 
F o rt Vermillion, which is the principal post of the Hudson’s Bay Company on the Peace, 
although attached to A thabasca district, Mr. F. D. W ilson being the official in charge.

I t  varies from most of the H udson’s Bay Company’s posts, not being inclosed, it  is 
well located and neatly kept. There is a settlem ent, including the H udson’s Bay Com
pany, of 168 people; they own 159 horses, 297 cattle and 54 swine, this includes the 
belongings of the two missions, viz., Church of England and Roman Catholic.
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The Church of England has a church, a day and boarding school w ith ten scholars. 
I t  is situated about two miles below the H udson’s Bay post on the bank of the river and 
is in charge of the Rev. Mr. Scott, assisted by another clergyman.

The Roman Catholic mission, which is situated a quarter of a mile above Vermillion, 
is managed by F ather Jaussard, assisted by Fathei Dupin and two lay brothers, they 
have a school with four girls and two boys as day scholars, th irteen  g<rls and tw enty 
boys as boarders. They cultivate th irty  acres and grow potatoes and other vegetables, 
also barley and wheat successfully, have a grist-mill which grinds about eighty bags of 
wheat per annum, and quite a collection of farm implements, including wagons, <fcc. 
The present church being too small for the congregation is to be enlarged, and the ma- 
tarial to build one 55 x 22 is on the ground.

On the opposite or north bank two traders have located, namely, F. Brick and 
Twelve Foot Davis, an American. The Lawrence Bros, have separate farms of about 130 
acres each under cultivation, only having lost one crop during the last seventeen years. 
I  procured samples of wheat, barley and oats which I  handed to you. E. J . Lawrence 
owns a grist and saw mill with a twelve horse-power engine, also a steam thresher, a 
self-binder, gang ploughs and other farm implements.

The country is wooded with small timber, and the open places or patches of prairie 
are about sufficient for the present inhabitants. The soil is reported good, plenty of 
hay can be made in the immediate vicinity. Being beyond the  large fisheries, and moose 
very plentiful, the inhabitants live principally on them, w ith other game and a limited 
am ount of domestic cattle, though of inferior grade, probably caused by in and in 
breeding, but they are much valued and the ir owners appeared ambitious to raise fair 
sized herds.

This is about the centre of the range of the Beaver Indians, who are more like the 
Wood Créés than  the northern  or fishing tribes. I  noticed the half-breeds of th is settle
ment, and continuing up the river, were more intelligent and civilized than  those in the 
lake districts. H ere Sergeant H etherington laid inform ation against Isaac Gagnon, 
Dan Carey, Amedie (Indian) and P ruden Demore, also a il'Ind ian  lad named A lfred 
A tlaw  (who had ju s t completed his education a t the Church of E ngland Mission School). 
The boy was allowed to go under suspended sentence. The others were all convicted 
and fined $25 each. Later on I  learned th a t Carey had, through his carelessness, nar
rowly escaped poisoning a num ber of Indians, bu t succeeded in killing five of the ir hun t
ing dogs, thereby obliging the Indians to draw in their sleds containing the ir furs and 
other belongings, also th a t Gagnon had distributed 120 poisoned baits along the river 
bank.

I  beg here to mention the satisfactory and zealous m anner in which Sergeant 
H etherington investigated and prosecuted these cases, and attach  his report re the sud
den death of one Bertrand.

I t  was my intention to comply with the instructions of the commissioner, if possible 
to proceed from this point via T rout Lake and W apiscaw and thence along the A th a 
basca. I  found this impracticable, the country being nearly unknown, b u t supposed to 
be through heavy bush and muskeg. I could not obtain a guide and was obliged to 
change my proposed route to th a t by Lesser Slave Lake.

I  received a t Vermillion information th a t one Clement Paul was setting  out poison 
by which Indian dogs had been destroyed, and having secured a guide proceeded on the 
16th March towards his location. A fter travelling for four days through the woods 
towards Keg R iver and in the vicinity of H ead M ountain I  found th a t he was visiting 
his line of traps along the H ay R iver about 10 days journey off, and had already been 
two days on the way. I  could not obtain dog feed, and therefore did not follow him ; 
inform ation was laid, and later on he can be dealt with.

This trip, westward, and in the vicinity of the Peace R iver was mostly through 
bu rn t and fallen timber, which evidently had been of good quality. The soil is reported 
good. The approach to the river is very steep. The climate is reported milder than  
lower down, and the nearer the Rocky M ountains the milder it  is said to be.

W e did not experience a change until the  23rd of March, when we encountered a 
chinook wind which reminded me of my home a t F o rt Macleod. The 20th M arch we
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erossed the Peace R iver a t Buffalo R iver point, where there arc* two families, one of 
half-breeds and one of Indians, numbering 12 people owning eight head of cattle  and 
two horses. This is the Ind ian  (Suza-Kwa-Kae-him), who had the dog poisoned by 
Clement Paul.

W e again crossed the Peace R iver into a portage leading to W olverine Point, 
where we met a mixed settlem ent of Indians and half-breeds, and where there is a H ud
son’s Bay Company outpost. The population consists of 11 males and 14 females, owning 
21 head of cattle  and four horses; they up to my arrival had killed 51 moose. They do 
no farming.

On the 21st we followed along the river to Long Poin t Portage where we camped 
for the night. On the following morning after having gone about two miles we arrived 
a t two hun ters’ shacks, and were informed of the placing out of poison by Lawrence 
Aubray, who lives a t Big Point, some distance up the river, and M artin  O uiletteof Keg 
River, a place we had already passed. These men were summonsed, convicted and fined 
$25 and costs.

The tim ber along the river and through the back country for a great distance has 
been destroyed, and reported to have been purposely done by one Ouzzey, who was 
driving cattle for E. J . Lawrence in the summer of 1895, and is a t present residing a t 
Vermillion. A n enormous am ount of damage has been done, the fire having jumped 
the river in many places, making a clean sweep of everything inflammable on both 
sides.

Moose and bear are plentiful, but "the la tte r in low condition on account of their 
usual food, consisting of berries, being destroyed by these fires.

Bear in this d istric t have not generally hibernated this year as is their custom, 
presumably on account of their poor condition. In  some cases they have destroyed each 
other, probably being in a starving condition.

On the evening of the 22nd March, before our arrival a t the Hudson’s Bay Company 
outpost a t B attle  River, we encountered the chinook already referred to, and from th a t 
time, were obliged to haul mostly a t night, the snow being too wet and soft for the dogs 
to make much headway during the day time. W e laid over here for a day, partly  to rest 
the dogs and partly  on account of the thaw as well as for the purpose of obtaining moose 
meat, finding i t  necessary to do so, the dogs not thriving on the horse meat we had ob
tained a t Vermillion.

The H udson’s Bay Company trader, as well as Mr. Ferguson, handle a large number 
of valuable furs.

On the 25th M arch we started  a t 3.30 a.m , and covered about 28 miles, the whole 
distance being on the river. W e made camp a t 8 p.m., and meeting some Cree Indians 
who had been visiting their traps, obtained several lynx, which are said, all over this 
district, to be unusually fat, this being a strange fact, rabbits, on which they principally 
live, having disappeared. The next day, the weather varying from a snow storm, cold 
north wind, to a chinook, we arrived a t Cadotte River, a stream emptying into the Peace. 
W hen passing Moberly Poin t we visited some 26 people living there, composed of Lesser 
Slave Lake half-breeds and Indians, they have three houses which they make their head
quarters during hunting expeditions.

On the 27th M arch a t 3 a.m. we left camp, a warm wind having caused a rapid 
thaw, we had an unpleasant trip  to T ar Island. Here we found a cross fox secured in 
a spring trap, and some of our dogs having been a t one time used as hunters forgot th a t 
they were in harness, and making for the fox caused a general demoralization of our 
column, of which I  took a photograph.

The banks of the river are very high, covered with small cottonwood and poplar 
w ith a few spruce ; outcroppings of limestone frequently occur.

N ext morning, 28th March, we passed a natural gas well which must be large, 
though situated about the centre of the river i t  makes a rum bling noise which is plainly 
heard on the shore. We passed the H udson’s Bay Company’s crossing and their depot 
a t the end of Lesser Slave Lake Portage, arrived a t the Smoky Kiver trading post 
managed by Mr. F. J . H . Bedson of the H udson’s Boy Company. This post has been 
established ju s t one hundred years. Mr. McKenzie, late of the H udson’s Bay Company,
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is settled here, and owns a w ater power grist-mill, bu t does little  or nothing w ith it. 
Farm ing has been successfully carried on for several years.

The Roman Catholic Mission, which is four miles above the Hudson s Bay Company s 
post, has four hundred acres fenced and 30 under cultivation, grows wheat, barley, oats, 
and various vegetables. They have a neat church, 45 x 25, a mission house, 39 x 23, a 
separate dining-room and kitchen, 35 x 20, workshop, 35 x 20, milk house, 18 x 16, three 
buildings for stock, a large barn and store-houses. The lumber for these buildings was 
cut in the bush, whip-sawn, and shingles made personally by the Rev. F ather Husson, 
who will shortly efect buildings for a convent, the material being ready.

The Brick Bros, have a trading post about four miles d is tan t and appear to be 
doing a fair business. One mile still fu rther on is the “ Shaftsbury ” Church of Eng
land Mission in charge of Rev. Mr. Robertson, who was absent during my visit. I  
neither saw nor heard of any school or school children there, and by the general 
appearance of the property I  should judge th a t little  success has been m et with.

H aving received information relating to poison a t several places higher up the 
river, I  secured a team of horses, as the thaw  made travelling too difficult for dogs, to 
go to Dunvegan and the Clearwater River, but when w ithin a day’s travel of Dunvegan 
was obliged to turn  back, the river being unsafe. Two brothers named McCoy 
(Americans) living about the boundary line of British Columbia, I  was informed, had, 
this season, poisoned more than 70 foxes. I  also heard of poisoned bait a t Spirit River, 
15 miles from Dunvegan, and a t Grand Prairie, 25 miles beyond th a t place, where both 
whisky and poison were in general use. This place is reported to be quite an extensive 
settlem ent of Red R iver half-breeds and Indians, and I  regretted my inability to in ter
view and deal out justice to these people.

On the 31st March we started, accompanied by Mr. Bedson, who was travelling to 
Lesser Slave Lake for the purpose of leaving his dogs a t the ir summer quarters, and 
assisted us by carrying part of our loads, and made about 35 miles along th« Lesser Slave 
Lake Portage, where we camped a t L ittle  Prairie. The tra il was slushy though there 
is a good wagon road through fair sized poplar to Lesser Slave Lake, a distance of about 
90 miles from the Peace River. I  arrived a t the H udson’s Bay post there late on 
the 1st April, and was joined next day by Sergeant H etherington. This post has been 
established for many years and is the headquarters of the H udson’s Bay Company in 
Peace R iver district. There is a large residence for the chief factor, buildings for 
clerks and servants’ quarters, together with store houses and stables. I t  is situated  on 
a bay of Lesser Slave Lake. C attle and horses are kept here for the purpose of freight
ing across the portage.

This place is well known for its excellent shooting grounds, duck and geese abound, 
of which a t least 1,500 ducks and 500 geese are killed each spring and fall for the use of 
the  post. There is also a fishery where 110,000 fish in the fall, and 10,000 in the 
summer are killed for the settlem ent, including the Roman Catholic Mission. These are 
whitefish, lake trout, pike, pickerel and suckers. There is a large and flourishing 
Roman Catholic Mission and school, the convent is 72 feet long by 28 wide, and two 
and a half stories high, also a Church of England Mission, both of which I  visited. I  
heard from Chief Factor Ewen Macdonald, who had ju s t received a le tte r from St. John  
sta ting  th a t many Indians were starving there and a t Grand Prairie, a t which place 
they had eaten 25 horses.

This destitution was caused by the heavy bush fires last year driving the moose and 
other animals to the lower parts of Peace R iver and also the scarcity of rabbits, conse
quently preventing the Indians from “ pitching off” in their starving state, and thereby 
capturing little  or no fur. I t  was my intention, if possible, to go from here to Trout 
Lake, Wapiscaw and Grand Rapids, but I  was strongly advised by Mr. Macdonald not 
to make the attem pt, and on the 5th of April, on account of the thorough thaw  and 
general break up, I  found all I  could do to make my way down Lesser Slave Lake and 
R iver a distance of about 170 miles, and I  followed the A thabasca for about 90 miles to 
A thabasca Landing. The tim ber along the Lesser Slave R iver is bu rn t off in many 
places as is the case also on the Athabasca, the upper pa rt of which is very similar to 
the  parts I  had travelled over a t its northern or lower extrem ity. I  arrived a t A tha
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basca L anding on the 12th April. T found the snow had entirely disappeared and 
the  roads dry, rendering i t  impossible for the dogs to draw their loads, and having 
received inform ation of poison being used near the trail in the vicinity of P o t Lake, I 
hired a freighter to draw  us to F o rt Saskatchewan, and visited P o t Lake, summoned 
and convicted one W illiam K ipple-W hite for using poison and fined him $50 and costs 
for th a t offence.

W e arrived a t F o rt Saskatchewan on the 15th A pril and crossed the Saskatchewan 
R iver on the ice, which broke up and moved out a t midnight. W e here completed 
a round trip  of more than  2,000 miles w ithout accident of any serious nature, the whole 
party  being in good health  and the dogs in fair condition.

In  case of fu rther w inter work being required in the district which I  have p a t
rolled, I  recommend th a t the N orthern or Mackenzie R iver snow-shoe, and native made 
moose skin mocassins should be provided, as the police issue of mocassins become so slip
pery th a t they are dangerous and useless for this style of travelling. F la t sleds and 
carrioles slightly narrow er than  those provided, and of thoroughly seasoned and properly 
grained oak, and for spring work light steel shoeing with countersunk bolts. Cariboo 
capotes are found to be the lightest, warmest and cheapest dress for w inter work.

Should dogs be required they can be obtained a t Lesser Slave Lake in exchange for 
cast horses from th is post.

I  do not wish to conclude my report w ithout again mentioning the efficient m anner 
in which Sergeant H etherington assisted me in carrying out my duties. I  also recom
mend to your favourable notice, guide and interpreter, Jam es Gullion, who proved him
self a good dog driver, willing about a camp and a trustw orthy interpreter.

Accompanying this report you will find my supplementary report and map, together 
w ith vouchers and schedule of cases disposed of by me.

I  have the honour to be, sir,

Y our obedient servant,

A

The Officer Commanding
N. W. M. Police,

F o rt Saskatchewan D istrict.

M. JA R V IS , Inspector,
In  charge o f Northern Patrol.

S U P P L E M E N T A R Y  R EPO R T.

S i r ,— I  have the honour to sta te  th a t in compliance w ith instructions contained in 
the commissioner’s le tte r dated 21st December, 1896, I  have made a general report of 
my trip  to G reat Slave Lake and other points in the northern territory. This report 
which was taken from my diary touches on the greater num ber of subjects required of 
me to be reported upon, bu t I  think it  advisable to deal w ith each m atter separately 
and, therefore, add this supplementary report.

Re USE AND ABUSE OF LIQUOR.

On w hat may be called the Lower Athabasca, and from Fort M cM urray to F ort 
Resolution on G reat Slave Lake, there can be no doubt from reliable information 
collected by this expedition, th a t considerable quantities of spirits and extracts are 
smuggled in and given and traded to the Indians, and also brought in by Indians or 
half-breed hunters who trade their fur in the Edmonton distric t and purchase liquor.
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As is well known, liquor to Indians is their ruin, and as long as they can procure any 
they will hang around the neighbourhood of these trading posts, get cheated out of their 
fur, and when obliged to go on another hunt, they and their families are in a miserable 
condition and half starved. I t  is reported th a t a t several places in the vicinity of 
G reat Slave Lake, and especially on an island 20 miles out in the lake, an intoxicating 
m ixture is made which is called beer, i t  is said to be composed of hops, yeast cake, 
sugar, flour, tobacco and spirituous extracts. I  could hear of no liquor along the Peace 
River, except a t the settlem ent a t Grand Prairie referred to in my report. This place, 
as already stated, I  was unable to visit, and therefore can only report on hearsay. One 
R ivet is said to be the principal offender. A t Lesser Slave Lake, from the reports of 
the Rev. Mr. W hite and others, there is a large consumption of liquor, making for the 
greater part of the winter, as stated to me, “ one big d runk ,” and rendering the nights 
hideous. I  there saw a large number of ex tract of ginger bottles (empty) said to have 
been brought in and traded by one La Rivière, a wealthy free trader, who has been for 
many years in the North-west Territory and the U nited States, where he was reported 
in trouble for whisky trading w ith Indians. Perm its are said to be fraudulently 
obtained by traders and others in the name of the boatmen and employees, who are in a 
great measure paid for their summer’s work in liquor. The liquor smuggled to Lesser 
Slave Lake is said to be carried in by the old and now seldom travelled tra il via Jaspar 
Pass, Lac La Nonne and old F ort Assiniboine.

SETTING OUT POISON.

There has been in many locations on the Lower A thabasca and G reat Slave Lake 
country, as well as the upper districts of the Peace River, a general use of poisoned bait, 
many of those using it  not being aware of the law. Some damage has been done, 
principally by the destruction of Ind ian  hunting dogs, which are valuable to their 
owners, and also a  great loss of fu r takes place by poisoned anim als wandering off when 
poisoned, and are either consumed by other animals, or covered in snow drifts, and are 
also dangerous to hungry Indians who may discover and eat the poisoned carcasses.

Indians complained bitterly  of the use of this poison pu t ou t by w hite men and 
half-breed trappers with whom they are unable to compete, and th ink i t  hard th a t people 
who are not owners of the country are allowed to rob them of the ir living. I  notified 
all I  could by word of mouth, and sent printed notices to many others relating to the 
ordinances. I  tried and fined a number for breaking the law, and tru s t th a t these 
lessons may for a time prevent further infringem ent thereof. Time has been allowed 
for the payment of these fines, which, when due, should be enforced, otherwise the 
trouble and expense of the expedition will have been encountered uselessly, and will be 
a bad precedent for further action in th a t country.

BUSH FIRES.

Travellers of all kinds, including missionaries of all denominations, traders and 
Hudson s Bay Company s servants, are most careless. They camp along river banks and 
eave fires burning, which frequently spread and destroy tim ber for miles. Enormous 

damage has been done, and on the U pper Peace R iver these vast fires have driven off 
the game and consequently impoverished many of the Indians. I  imposed tines on 
several persons who had neglected to comply with the provisions of the fire ordinance. I  
found th a t the Indians are not entirely innocent of this law breaking, as they are known 
to burn off moose ranges and consequently large trac ts of country.

FISHERIES.

N early all the small lakes are stocked with fish, bu t in some an insect cuts the nets 
in a very short space of time and renders fishing impossible.
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There are large fisheries a t Lake A thabasca, G reat and Lesser Slave Lakes, and on 
G reat Slave River. W hitefish and lake trou t of a very fine quality are taken, together 
w ith pike, pickerel and suckers, and on G reat Slave R iver the L ’Inconnu or unknown 
fish, as mentioned in my report. This fish can be eaten by Indians and possibly by 
white men after being educated to their flavour, both in taste and smell.

There are both w inter and summer fisheries a t nearly all these places, computed as
follows, viz :—

Fish.
H eart L a k e ............................  .......................................................  1,500
L ittle  Jackfish L ak e ........................................................................  15,000
W hitefish L a k e .................................................................................  30,000
Lake A th a b a s c a ...............................................................................  300,000
R iver a t  F ort Smith (L’In c o n n u ) ...............................................  10,000
Poplar P o in t L akes..........................................................................  5,000
G reat Slave Lake, for F o rt Resolution and M ission...............  15,000
Lesser Slave L ak e .............................................................................  120,000

T o ta l......................................................................  .........  496,500

This being as close an estim ate as I  could make, though the supply is unlimited.
N .B.—The principal fishing is done during the spawning season.

TIM BER, SETTLEM ENT AND HAY.

H aving principally travelled along the rivers, I  could not inspect much of the back 
country. I  did not see any very large tim ber on any pa rt of the journey. A bou t the 
best was on the Em barras and the Lower Peace R ivers ; as already stated, large trac ts 
have been destroyed by fires. There is a large am ount of cottonwood and poplar of fair 
proportions and sufficient for the supply of building tim ber and fuel for the inhabitants, 
and excepting upon the U pper Peace River, I  did hot see much land fit for farming 
purposes.

H ay can be cut in lim ited quantities a t nearly every small settlem ent, as well as a t 
H udson’s Bay Company’s posts. A t Lesser Slave Lake there is any am ount to be 
obtained a t a small cost.

DECREASE OF FUR, GAME AND re  BUFFALO,

As reported under the head of poisons, a certain decrease in the fur-bearing animals 
has taken place, which may fu rther be a ttribu ted  to the disappearance of their principal 
food, viz., rabbits, which increase for about seven years and cover the timbered part of 
A lberta  and the northern  country. They are followed by most of the carniverous fu r
bearing animals which are then plenty. A  th roa t disease attacks the rabbits, killing 
them off, and thence causing the migration and consequent scarcity of these animals.

I  have taken  great pains in making as thorough inquiries as possible in connection 
w ith the wood buffalo, their habits, num ber and range, and in conversation w ith old 
residents and hunters learned th a t large numbers roamed over the country in former 
years, and about th irty  years ago 200 head working towards the Birch M ountains, on 
crossing Lake Claire, broke through the ice and were drowned, their carcasses having 
been seen the following spring, also some few years ago deep snow with a crust enabled 
the hunters to slaughter the whole of a herd numbering 50.

Since th a t time the scattered bands, probably not being more than  300 strong, have 
had a be tter chance for their lives, and comparatively few have been killed, they being 
extremely shy and hard to approach. These are hunted by people, stating  their ignor
ance of the law protecting game, and pretending they never heard of it. A  party  who 
had prepared their outfit for a buffalo hunt, when told by me of the necessity of com
plying w ith the law, cheerfully desisted and postponed their hunt, a t any rate during 
my stay in the country.
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The range of these animals is from Peace Point to S alt R iver, and from Salt R iver 
to w ithin 20 miles of F ort Resolution on G reat Slave Lake. I  have mentioned to and 
from Salt R iver as these bands do not mingle, nor do either of them cross their boundary.

H anbury and McKinley saw tracks and beds of 60 head on 1st February, 1897. On 
the 20th February two bulls and a cow were seen 25 miles from F o rt Smith, belonging 
to  the Peace Point Band. Three out of a band of 38, also of the Peace P oin t herd, were 
killed in November last, and these are supposed to be members detached from the  main 
band, making 98 known to be in th a t vicinity. A  small band of 9 head protected by 
the Indians is supposed to range in British Columbia, near the  source of L iard  River. 
Mr. McKinley, of the Hudson’s Bay Company, informs me th a t a fter the first fall of 
snow in the autum n, a close estim ate of the numbers could be made by riding through 
the country, taking pack horses to carry provisions. Mr. H anbury  intends returning 
this year, and the fear of a $200 fine will hardly prevent his hunt. Should i t  be the 
intention of the government to protect these nearly ex tinct animals, i t  can only be done 
by placing officials on the spot.

I  have, in the case of buffalo as well as other game, impressed on all hunters and 
other interested persons the necessity of obeying the Game A ct, and have left prin ted  
notices where practicable.

BEAR.

On the upper part of the Peace River, over 300 bears are killed annually for food, 
and being out of season their fur is of little  or no value.

BEAVER.

Beaver are decreasing in numbers all over the N orth-w est Territories as is well 
known, b u t a t Vermillion and G reat Slave Lake th is is said to be reversed, as the supply 
of skins is on the increase. I  could find no tru th  in the report th a t  k it beaver were 
sold a t the same price as full grown ones, though in many instances, hunters kill large 
and small together, as well for food as fur. This practice is said to have come into use 
since the arrival in the country of Salteaux Indians and eastern half-breeds. This 
indiscrim inate slaughter is not encouraged by traders or H udson’s Bay officials.

musk ox.

Musk ox range in the Barren Grounds, north and east of the country I  visited. 
They are quite numerous, but their range being so extensive i t  is impossible to estim ate 
the ir numbers. Cows have been killed and their skins as well as the ir unborn offspring 
sold a t F o rt Rae and along the McKenzie, a t Providence, Good Hope and other places, 
b u t only 18 were brought to  Resolution this year. M any hunters have been furnished 
by the H udson’s Bay Company and other traders w ith supplies to enable them to  make 
their w inter hunt, and if successful will bring out robes and unknowingly break the law. 
This unborn fur being very handsome is in great demand, and the  protection of the 
musk ox as well as all other game in this d istric t requires resident guardians.

POLICE POSTS.

I  recommend a detachm ent to be stationed on, and patrol the Lower Athabasca, 
making Chippewyan their headquarters. This patrol could only be done by boat in 
summer, and dog tra in  in winter. A  detachm ent on their summer patrol could easily 
build stopping places and fish depots a t convenient places, say 25 miles apart. These 
buildings would cost little  or nothing, and fish got by contract would also be cheap. I  
should recommend L ittle  Red R iver as an outpost, it  being a trad ing  point w ith a con
siderable population.
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A t Lesser Slave Lake the H udson’s Bay Company have buildings suitable for a 
detachm ent, some of which, I  am informed, could be rented. Horses could be used 
across the 90 miles portage to Peace and Smoky Rivers. In  a former part of my report 
I  have mentioned the drunkenness in this district. Police from here could visit Smoky 
River, the upper part of Peace River, and th e—now said to be large— settlem ent of 
eastern half-breeds a t G rand Prairie. In  the vicinity of this post the population 
consists of 280 males and 283 females, and probably a like num ber settled around the 
lake. There are several free traders who have establishments here as well as outposts 
a t convenient places near the lake, amongst them Dejarlais and LaRivière. A t this 
place and Lake A thabasca the women are reported to be very immoral.

MURDERS.

Indians of unsound mind, styled “ W e’h-ti-koo,” and reported to become cannibals, 
are frequently made away with to prevent them from killing and eating other members 
of their family or tribe. These occurrences caused the reports of alleged murders. I  
was unable to locate any recent practice of this, b u t the nuns a t Lesser Slave Lake had 
rescued some young girls from the threatened fate, and the Rev. Mr. W hite took charge 
of a young man who was rapidly becoming “ W e’h-ti-koo,” and would soon have been 
killed by his own tribe.

I  have the honour to be, sir,

Y our obedient servant,

The Officer Commanding
N. W . M ounted Police,

F o rt Saskatchewan.

A. M. JA R V IS , Inspector,
In  charge of Northern Patrol.
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N orth-west Mounted P olice,
F ort V ermillion, 14th March, 1897.

Re DEATH OF BERTRAND.

S ir ,— I  have the honour to sta te  that, in accordance w ith the instructions received 
from you, I  made inquiries re the man B ertrand, who died suddenly a t this place last 
winter, and from w hat I  can learn there is "no evidence w hatever of foul play in the 
case.

I  saw W. Lambert, C. Lezotte, W . Gray and Jean  Lezotte, all of whom were 
present a t the spree held on the night of B ertrand’s death. These men say th a t B ertrand 
was very drunk and was pu t to bed by C. Lezotte and W. Lam bert, and was found dead 
in the morning. There was no fighting or violence used towards B ertrand, who was 
known to be in ill-health, and was spitting blood for some months before his death.

The general opinion in the settlem ent is th a t B ertrand died from an overdose of 
liquor, which was stolen by him from F. B rick’s store. T rader Brick is away from his 
place trading a t Keg River, bu t his statem ent can be taken in June, when he is expected 
a t A thabasca Landing.

I  also saw the Rev. Mr. Scott, of F o rt Vermillion, whose statem ent I  took and 
forwarded to F o rt Saskatchewan in Ju n e  last, and he corroborated his former statem ent.

Perm its for twelve gallons of liquor for Messrs. Brick Bros., traders, were cancelled 
by me a t A thabasca Landing about August, 1895.

I  have the honour to be, sir,

Y our obedient servant, .

S. H E T H E R IN G T O N ,
S. Sergeant.

To Inspector J arvis,
Commanding N orthern  Patro l.
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APPENDIX M.

PA T R O L  R E P O R T .—IN SPE C T O R  A. E. SN Y D E R , ED M O N TO N  TO JA S P E R  
H O U SE, A TH A B A SC A  D IST R IC T , 1897.

N orth-west M ounted P olice.
E dmonton, 28th October, 1897.

To the Officer Commanding
“ G ” Division N .W .M .P.

F o rt Saskatchewan.

Sir,—I  have the honour to state th a t in compliance w ith orders received I  left E d
monton on Ju ly  15th on a patrol to cover the following localities in the  unorganized 
portions of the Territories, namely, Jasper House, Sturgeon Lake, G rand Prairie, Dun- 
vegan, Peace R iver and Slave Lake. My patrol consisted of Constables Sm ith 'and  
McClelland with Special Constable W. P. Taylor as packer, and seven pack ponies and 
four saddle horses.

My route lay west of Edmonton via Lac St. A nn’s, a lake of twelve by four miles, 
d is tan t fifty miles from Edmonton, and which I  reached on the 17th inst. I  regret to 
sta te  th a t near this place the packer, W. P. Taylor, had the misfortune to dislocate his 
shoulder by being jerked down by one of the pack horses which he was catching. The 
dislocation was, however, a t once reduced by the two constables, and though ra ther 
painful for a time he continued his work. I  lay over a t Lac St. A nn’s on the 18th. 
Lac St. A nn’s is the most westerly outpost of “ G ” Division. The strength  of th is ou t
post is one constable. There is a half-breed settlem ent about the lake and three Ind ian  
reserves in the vicinity. The Hudson’s Bay have a trad ing  post under the management 
of Mr. T. Taylor. On the 19th I  left the lake b u t had only journeyed one day when 
compelled to lay up for two owing to a very heavy rain storm which was incessant for 
two days and three nights and made the trails almost impassable and very try ing for 
the horses. On the 23rd I  reached Island Lake, where Pierre Grey had a  trading post. 
This is the locality where the m urder occurred a year ago and for which Kam-ine-kow- 
gate and Charlie Joachim were sentenced to ten years in the penitentiary. W hen I  
reached there, there were no Indians about, being off on their summer m eat hu n t and 
drying berries. A t th a t season of the year they h un t moose and bear and dry the m eat 
for w inter consumption. The hunting grounds of the Lac St. A nn’s Indians lie between 
the McLeod R iver (which is a tribu tary  of the A thabasca) on the north  and the w ater
shed of the Saskatchewan on the south, and as far west as the base of the mountains, 
where they hun t sheep and goats which they kill also for drying. There is one spot on 
the McLeod R iver where they slaughter sheep and goats in great numbers, the place is 
known as the “Big A lkali Lick.” They watch the lick from hiding places till they see 
a num ber of the sheep go down, and as the lick lies in a hole, they get a t the outlet, of 
which there is but one, and kill all th a t are there.

The trail from St. A nn’s to the Pem bina R iver is through heavy poplar and the 
travelling most difficult. The Pem bina is a stream  of about one hundred yards in width 
and usually fordable but when I  crossed i t  was a raging to rrent, owing to the recent 
heavy rains. Throughout this portion of the trail there are several short bad muskegs. 
The trail a fter leaving the Pembina River, traverses a country comprised alternately  of 
bu rn t and fallen timber, green poplar and prairie, till a stream known as the Buffalo 
dung R iver is reached, when, for a long distance the tra il runs through very extensive 
and bad muskegs and on the higher ground great quantities of fallen timber. Through 
here the present trail follows in pa rt the old Moberley tra il to Jasper House, built by 
the Government for conveying supplies during the Jasper Pass survey in the years 1873-
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74. This has been a very substantially bu ilt trail, long stretches having been cordur
oyed, but those portions are now very dangerous and impassable, owing to the corduroy
ing having rotted, thereby letting  a horse through w ith great danger of breaking his 
legs. W e had to leave the  tra il a t these places and travel through the muskegs.

N ear the Pem bina R iver I  m et Jam es Norris of Edmonton w ith a pack outfit, 
returning from mining on the McLeod River. On the 28th inst. the McLeod was 
reached and crossed. This river is a considerable stream  of two hundred yards in width, 
with easy approaches. From accounts I  got of it, i t  is very rich in gold, and is worked 
by the half-breeds from about Lac St. A nn’s. The gold is situated differently from 
other gold-producing stream s such as the Saskatchewan and Athabasca, it  is not 
found d istributed  over the bars below high w ater mark as in those rivers, but in pockets 
in old beds above the present high w ater mark. Such finds as $50.00 for two days 
washing and $200.00 for seven days are reported, bu t are, I  think, rare. There is no 
systematic work done, and if thoroughly prospected m ight tu rn  out very rich.

N ear this river I  passed a hunter and prospector named D err who, w ith his 
partner Craig, is located in the mountains near the head of the Big Smoky River. H e 
was then return ing  from Edmonton where he had been to purchase his annual supply 
of provisions. This man complained of some depredations made on him by M iatis Del
orme (of whom you have had a previous report from me), he having possessed himself of 
some of D err’s property. Delorme, however, I  heard had left the Territories and was 
in B ritish Columbia in the neighbourhood of Tete Ju an  Cache, as was also St. Paul his 
partner. A lthough not getting  these men the fact of our having been in th a t pa rt of 
the country and looking for them will have a very salutary effect. On 31st Ju ly  I  passed 
the w inter trad ing  post of D an Noyes a t W hite Mud, bu t which a t this season of the year 
was abandoned. On A ugust 2nd I  reached the A thabasca R iver a t Cache Pecotte. The 
territory  from the watershed between the McLeod R iver and the A thabasca, and a long 
distance north and west to Henry House, is quite deserted by the Indians during the 
past year or two, th a t d is tric t being bu rn t and the game driven out. I  never saw so 
bleak and barren a wilderness, the streams being barren of fish and not a sign of fur or 
feather among the stumps of w hat had once been a fine forest. The soil is principally 
red sand w ith patches of loam in low places.

I  left pa rt of outfit a t Cache Pecotte and w ent to Jasper House, which I  reached 
on the 3rd August. I  proposed going on to the trading post of J .  Swift a t H enry 
House, and of G. Cowan on Birch Creek, but did not, as these traders were fiom home. 
I  therefore returned to Cache Pecotte, crossed the Athabasca and started for Sturgeon 
Lake. The route I  had intended to take was north from the A thabasca about th irty  
miles, to P ierre G rey’s place on Fishing Lakes, and then north-east over a trail used by 
Sturgeon Lake Indians who traded a t Grey’s, (Grey’s is now abandoned), bu t found 
th a t recent fires had made th a t route impracticable, so I had to continue due north to 
the L ittle  Smoky R iver and then due east to form a junction with the Lac St. A nn 
and Sturgeon Lake trails, which made the distance considerably greater. I  found the 
country all bu rn t till near the junction of the tra il from Sturgeon Lake to Lac St. Ann, 
which is the direct road from Edm onton to F o rt St. John. Before reaching this trail, 
which we struck on the south side of the L ittle  Smoky, about fifty miles from Sturgeon 
Lake, the character of the country changed, muskegs were less frequent, the tim ber was 
all green and small prairies frequent.

A ll down the L ittle  Smoky indications of large game were very numerous and few 
signs of any hunting. I  learnt from the traders a t Sturgeon Lake th a t th a t d is tric t 
was little  hunted. Sturgeon Lake is about ten  or twelve miles long by three or four 
miles broad. I t  is a nice body of water, deep with sandy shores, except small portion 
of the south-west end which is marshy about the narrows, where the trail crosses. The 
lake contains abundance of fine white fish. There are located here during the w inter 
season, four trad ing  posts, namely, the H udson’s Bay Company, Miles M cDermott, 
R ivet and Larue Picard. During the summer the H udson’s Bay Company and McDer
m ott only are there. The country about the margin of the lake is prairie, upon which 
many of the Indians have built houses as w inter quarters. To each of these houses a 
small garden is attached in which are potatoes of a very fine quality besides other garden
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products ; I  counted upwards of forty of these houses. The Ind ians from here hunt 
south to the Buck Lakes which lie between the L ittle  Smoky and the Athabasca, north 
to the junction of the Big and L ittle  Smoky and west to the G rand Prairie. They all 
seem prosperous. There are no white hunters in this section, and I  was informed there 
was absolutely no poison used in the district, neither could I  learn of any traffic in 
liquor.

From fifty miles south of this lake, on the L ittle  Smoky River, I  travelled on the 
tra il which is used by the present parties en route to the Yukon. This tra il is good. 
From Sturgeon Lake there are two trails, one via Grand Prairie, which is about tw enty 
miles longer, the other direct to Dunvegan. I  expect both these trails will be used ; I  
travelled by Grand Prairie. Sturgeon Lake is crossed a t the narrows by both of these 
trails. The narrows are about one hundred and fifty or two hundred yards wide and 
not fordable. There is a trail around the north-east end of the lake, bu t it  increases 
the distance by about fifteen miles, and is not advisable owing to soft ground.

From the narrows of Sturgeon Lake to Big Smoky R iver is two and a half days 
travel over a very good trail ; this river is about two hundred yards wide and is never 
fordable. The approach on the east side is steep bu t not difficult ; proceeding from the 
river the banks are not so high. A bout five miles of brush and tim ber is passed through 
when the Grand Prairie is reached. This is a fine stretch  of prairie tw enty  by th irty  
miles, interspersed with lakes, creeks and clumps of trees, and from the top of the butte, 
from where the first sight is had, presents a charm ing scene. I t  is noted for the 
num ber of silver and black foxes which the Indians kill upon it. W e found large 
numbers of prairie chickens there, but which were much wilder than  I  have ever known 
them to be in the Territories. The H udson’s Bay Company have a w inter post a t Bear 
Lake, which lies on the south-west corner of the prairie. Tins post was closed a t the 
time of my visit. I, however, met the agent on the way to open i t  for the fall trade.

Gerome Laboucan, a half-breed from the B attle  River, east of the Calgary and 
Edmonton trail, located last w inter a t Saskatoon Lake, as also some other half-breeds. 
The feed on the prairie is magnificent and well adapted to cattle-raising, and I  am sure 
when a road is opened up the land will be speedily taken up . for th a t purpose. The 
climate is said to be very mild and with frequent chinooks. To the north, between 
Grand Prairie and Spirit River, is a timbered plateau one thousand two hundred feet 
high, through which the Dunvegan tra il runs. This trail is good.

A t Spirit R iver is located the horse and cattle ranche lately run by the H udson’s 
Bay Company, bu t now owned by Bremner & Gunn, upon which they have about a 
hundred and fifty head of Polled Angus cattle and a num ber of horses. I  saw a num ber 
of the horses raised there ; they are an excellent stamp of horse for th a t country, where 
they are required for both pack and draught purposes, being low set, sturdy and active, 
with good bone and short backs. There is a settlem ent springing up along this river, 
there being some four or five houses owned by hunting half-breeds.

I  regret, to sta te  th a t the day I  reached the Big Smoky River, Constable Smith, 
while chopping wood, cut his foot very seriously. I  dressed the wound as well as I  was 
able and fixing him as comfortably as possible in a saddle, with the injured foot elevated 
over the horse’s neck, conveyed him to Spirit River, a journey of four days. From 
thence to Slave Lake I  had him conveyed in a waggon, from Slave Lake to A thabasca 
Landing by boat, and thence by tra il to Edmonton. H is foot is now healing rapidly. 
Anothey mishap occurred on the Big Smoky, horse reg. No. 1875, which I  was riding, 
w hilst feeding amongst some fallen timber, injured one of his forelegs so severely th a t I 
was compelled to leave him on Grand Prairie, where he will no doubt do well. I  left 
word with the H udson’s Bay trader there where I  had left him and instructed him to 
recover the horse and when fit to travel to send him to the N .W .M .P. D etachm ent a t 
Lesser Slave Lake.

I  reached Dunvegan on the 13th September, and remained there until the 16th. 
This was once a very im portant post, bu t is now an outpost from Slave Lake. The 
valley of the Peace R iver here is very deep and the climate said to be very mild, and 
i t  m ust be, judging from the magnificent crops of vegetables I  saw there, tomatoes and 
corn are said to ripen regularly in the open. H ere and a t G rand P rairie the trade is 
chiefly done w ith Beaver Indians, who are the tribe from whom the Sarcee Indians are
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said to be an off-shoot. They are, however, not nearly so fine in physique, being smaller 
in  sta tu re  and very degenerate in general appearance, and said to be rapidly dying off 
from the effects of scrofula. They are no t noted as being hunters, being unable to 
endure the hardships. There are computed to be not more than  forty families now 
trad ing  between D unvegan and G rand Prairie.

I  here learn t of a case of setting out poison, but as the parties interested were out 
of the district, nothing could be done. This was the only instance I  could learn of in 
this locality of the setting out of poison, the hunters recognizing its evils, besides being 
afraid to handle the poison itself.

A  rather interesting story was told me a t Dunvegan regarding the division of the 
Beaver Indians, when w hat are now the Sarcee Indians, located a t Calgary, severed 
from the main tribe. The story runs th a t about one hundred or one hundred and 
twenty-five years ago the whole Beaver tribe were camped on the prairies along the 
Big Smoky River, near Dunvegan. A t th a t tim e there were two chiefs who had two 
sons ju s t approaching manhood and anxious for distinction and power, and jealous of 
one another. A  dog belonging to one of these young Indians committed a depredation 
in  the tepee of the other. The owner of the tepee shot the dog, and was in tu rn  shot 
by the dog’s owner. The tribe immediately took sides w ith one or the other of these 
young men and a battle  ensued ; neither side gaining any advantage, the participants 
separated, leaving the camp standing and the dead and wounded uncared for. One 
body went north-w est across the Peace River, where they hunted for many years, and 
the others struck out for the great prairies. These Indians lost complete trace of one 
another for many years till the ir descendants met on a trading expedition some th irty  
years ago a t Edmonton, since which time an intercourse has been kept up.

From Dunvegan there are two pack trails to St. .John, both of which are said to 
be equally good, one on the north  side of the river and the other on the south, the la tte r 
tra il being the more direct by a  couple of days travel.

On September 16th I  left Dunvegan en route to Peace R iver settlem ent, d istan t 
sixty miles, travelling on a good wagon road and over a prairie conntry. This road is 
particularly good, except a t each end (leaving Dunvegan and approaching the settle
m ent heavy grades from the river bottom to the plateau above are encountered). The 
settlem ent I  reached on the night of the 17th. The landing and settlem ent has a popu
lation of between sixty and eighty souls, including the church missions, whites and 
half-breeds. There is considerable farming done here w ith indifferent results, owing to 
the drought, b u t this year has been an exceptionally good one and I  saw some very fine 
samples of grain, particularly some w heat a t the Roman Catholic Mission, which was 
as fine grain as I  have ever seen. The yield per acre is small, oats not averaging more 
than  twenty-five or th irty  bushels to the acre ; oats sell a t $1.50 per bushel. I t  appar
ently is only the bottoms along the river which are suitable for agriculture, the up
lands being particularly droughty. Some of the farms here are irrigated ; the 
vegetables 1 saw a t this point were not so good as a t Sturgeon Lake, Spirit River, 
Dunvegan or Lesser Slave Lake, a t which last place the Roman Catholic Mission has an 
extensive garden and a magnificent crop of all kinds of the ordinary vegetables, such as 
are grown throughout the Territories. Along the shores of Lesser Slave Lake, I  am 
informed, summer frosts are never known.

From Peace R iver settlem ent to Peace R iver Landing is a distance of about fifteen 
miles, over a hilly wagon road, The river a t the landing is very broad, about 500 yards, 
and deep. J u s t above the landing is the confluence of the Big Smoky and H eart 
R ivers w ith the Peace, both entering from the south. There is a wagon road from the 
landing to Lesser Slave Lake, distance about ninety six miles. Leaving the landing, 
there is a heavy grade of about one and a half or two miles to the plateau above, and 
the  balance of the road is very bad, being worn into very deep holes from traflic. 
Several small stream s and rivers are crossed, bu t all are well bridged. I  would consider 
th is an almost impassable road in wet weather. W hile crossing over this road I  detected 
an Ind ian  leaving his camp fire burning. I  had him before me and pointed out to him 
the dangers of such an act and dismissed him w ith a caution.

I  reached the settlem ent a t Lesser Slave Lake on the 23rd, and remained there 
until th e  30th. W hile there I  had several long talks w ith the natives who came to see 
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me in bodies, and seemed greatly alarmed a t the advent of the police and the prospect 
of a wagon road being opened through their country. They are also very jealous of 
w hite trappers trespassing upon their hunting grounds and wanted them  forbidden to 
do so. A nother thing they were particularly  troubled about was th a t they should be 
compelled to take trea ty  and live on reserves. I  informed these Ind ians th a t they 
would not be compelled to take trea ty  and th a t their freedom would in no wise be 
interfered with, th a t the police were there more for the ir protection than  for any in ter
ference w ith their ways, and so long as they obeyed the laws, the police would not 
trouble them, bu t th a t the police would prevent the w hite trappers setting ou t poison 
and fires, and the traders from trading liquor. R egarding the liquor traffic generally in 
the districts through which I  patrolled, I  am of the opinion th a t there is little  of it, 
th a t is, trafficked w ith Indians, who all seem aware of its evils and have no desire for it. 
There is a stim ulant traded by the traders, “ Jam aica G inger,” I  do not know w hether 
this is classed as intoxicating liquor or not. The trade of it, however, is very limited. 
A t the time of my stay a t Lesser Slave Lake, the population, both whites and Indians, 
were preparing for their fall fishery, which usually begins about the 12th of October. 
The number of fish taken each year m ust be very great, as the main d iet for man and 
dogs during the greater pa rt of the year is fish. The Roman Catholic Mission, a t  their 
fishery last fall, put up seventeen thousand fish, and a t this time of the year when the 
fish are full of spawn it  represents a great destruction.

A bout the western end and southern shore of Slave Lake and also about the 
Buffalo Lakes, which lie to the west of Slave Lake and are connected with i t  by narrows 
are large dry marshes, which once were portions of the lake. These produce the 
greatest abundance of hay of an excellent quality. This hay stands in many places six 
feet high and as thick as it  can grow. The marsh is as smooth, almost, as a cultivated 
field, thousands and thousands of tons could be p u t up w ith the greatest facility. This 
hay is not of the ordinary “ Slough grass ” nature, but is finer and has a head not unlike 
tim othy. There is comparatively little  grain grown here, as a t Peace R iver Landing oats 
are valued a t $1.50 per bushel, and the supply is limited. A t Lesser Slave Lake I  left 
two horses in the care of the detachment, arranging with the-. H udson’s Bay Company 
for feed and stabling a t $3 per month each. These horses had been injured, one being 
staked in the groin, the other having caught his off hind leg between some poles in a 
muskeg and in a struggle to extricate himself, jammed and injured his hock severely. 
They were both, however, on a fair way to recovery when I  left there and as they were 
particularly good horses, will be of great benefit to the detachm ent upon their recovery.

This detachm ent is very unfortunately situated w ithout horses. They have a boat 
which is comparatively of no use to them. I t  can only be utilized on the big lake, and 
then only during calm weather, being too small for a heavy sea, and they rarely have 
occasion to go on the big lake. The Buffalo Lakes are not navigable even for a small 
boat, there not being more than  three or four inches of water, consequently the balance 
of the patrol they m ust do on foot, with a heavy sand to walk through and 
streams to ford. I  would recommend this detachm ent being properly equipped ; they 
should have two saddle horses and two pack horses. Constable Phillips is a suitable 
man for the post, I  found him to be greatly respected by the residents of this district.

I f  the rush to the K londike continues in the spring, I  would strongly recommend 
the stationing of a constable a t Sturgeon Lake, also a perm anent patro l being placed on 
the trails. I  also think it  would be advisable, in the absence of local justices, if i t  be 
arranged th a t a m agistrate visit these outposts a t fixed intervals. Leaving the settle
m ent on Slave Lake, the tra il which I  followed to Edmonton via F o rt Assiniboine, 
follows the north or north east shore of the narrows for about three miles to the crossing, 
to which point runs a wagon road. The narrows are fordable by unloaded horses, but 
not by packed horses or by wagons, owing to the soft natu re  of the bottom. The 
width is probably little  more than  one hundred yards. J’Yom here to Sandy Bay, d is tan t 
about th irty  miles, the trail (now a pack trail) follows the dry marsh along the lake  
shore. A t Sandy Bay it  leaves the lake, taking a south-easterly direction towards old 
F o rt Assiniboine. I, however, overshot by several miles the  point on Sandy Bay where 
the tra il takes off ; I  then struck across in  a  southerly direction till I  in tercepted the 
trail from Sandy Bay a t the  crossing of the  Swan River. This trail, where i t  runs-
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between Slave Lake and F o rt Assiniboin, is knows as “ The C attle T rail,” or “ The 
Kinesayo,” and is the most direct tra il from Slave Lake to Edmonton, and the best. 
From where I  intersected this tra il to F o rt Assiniboine, distance about one hundred and 
tw enty  miles (a t which point a wagon road is again reached), I  found the trail to be 
the best I  had yet travelled upon, running for the first part principally through 
small jack pines and spruce and over sandy ridges, intersected by bits of muskeg with 
rocky bottom, bu t no fallen tim ber whatever. During the last part the tim ber is heavier 
b u t open, giving gocd travelling. Horse feed and w ater are abundant.

The A thabasca R iver a t  old F o rt Assiniboine is about two hundred and fifty yards 
in  breadth and not fordable. The approaches to the river are flat, the north shore is 
heavily timbered b u t the south shore is open, with fine feed. F ifteen or twenty 
miles of the  road from F o rt Assiniboine towards Edmonton is heavily timbered, the 
balance prairie w ith bluffs. Twenty miles south of the A thabasca, Paddle R iver is 
crossed, a small stream  of about one hundred feet, fordable a t almost any time. Ten 
miles farther south the Pem bina R iver is crossed. This is only fordable a t the lowest 
w ater and is about one hundred yards wide.

The country between A thabasca and Lesser Slave Lake is evidently a great moose 
country, as tracks were very numerous, also cariboo tracks. W hilst crossing from Lesser 
Slave Lake to F o rt Assiniboine, pack pony No. 7 was suddenly taken sick whilst travel
ing light. I  pitched camp and remained with him th a t day and part of the next, but 
as he grew worse and was quite unable to travel, I  was forced to abandon him. H e 
was apparently suffering from some kidney or spinal trouble, as he had to a great extent 
lost the use of his hind quarters. I  left him in a well sheltered place w ith good feed 
and water, and should he get be tter will be easily recovered. I  reached Edmonton on 
Friday, October the 15th, having been absent ju s t three months, and travelling in th a t 
tim e in the neighbourhood of fifteen hundred miles w ithout any change of horses, and 
w ithout any sore backs amongst the horses other than slight galls, which were speedily 
healed. This was owing, in great measure, to the careful atten tion  given his duties by 
W. P. Taylor, the packer.

I  made diligent inquiries regarding the condition of the Indians along the route, 
and found them to be in a very prosperous way. Their average trade of fur appears to 
be about $300.00. One Ind ian  had, I  was informed by the H udson’s Bay agent a t 
Sturgeon Lake, traded to the value of $2,500.00 in one year. Of this I  am, however, 
doubtful, or he may have traded for others besides himself. This average of $300.00 
means th a t besides th a t quantity  of fur they have well provided themselves with dried 
meat, as they dry the flesh of almost all the animals they kill. All the Indians I  saw, 
except the Beaver Indians a t Dunvegan, were a healthy, well-clothed, well-fed looking 
lot.

W hilst a t Slave Lake a complaint was made to me regarding the abduction of a 
child from the Church of England Mission by an Indian  who, apparently, had no claim 
upon her, and who after abducting her had placed her in the Roman Catholic Mission. 
I  inquired into the m atter with tbe result th a t until the child’s mother is heard from, 
she having placed the child a t the Church of England Mission, bu t was now away a t 
Dunvegan, the child should return  to the Church of England Mission.

Fish.—The only points which I  visited where fish are in abundance are Sturgeon 
Lake and Lesser Slave Lake. The fish from the former lake are the finest, bu t the 
supply is limited, and during the w inter season no fish can be caught through the ice.

Timber.— On the lower stretches of the Athabasca, the Big and L ittle  Smoky, are 
some small areas of very tine spruce timber. The upper reaches of these rivers are all 
burnt. I  should say the supply of spruce tim ber throughout this country is limited, 
owing to the very extensive fires which have from time to time run over the country.

Fur.— I t  is very difficult to ascertain whether fur is decreasing in quantity  or not, 
as it  seems to increase in one pa rt one year and decrease in another, and vice versa, and 
again some seasons the catch of certain kinds of fur is greater than  others. I t  is 
generally adm itted, however, th a t beaver are on the decrease.
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Hay.—Lesser Slave Lake has hay in abundance. The other settlem ents and posts 
have limited quantities. There are places on the main trail a t  interm ediate points 
where hay exists in considerable quantities.

Fires.— A ll residents of the north, while travelling, seem most careless regarding 
their camp fires, invariably leaving them burning, and I  am surprised th a t more of the  
country is not burned. G reat atten tion  on this point should be given to the K londikers 
passing through the country in the spring when everything is dry.

Police Detachments.—I  would recommend detachm ents being stationed a t the 
following points : Lesser Slave Lake, Sturgeon Lake and St. Jo h n ’s, if practicable, if 
not there a t Dunvegan, with a flying patrol on the trails. This is in  the event of the 
rush to the K londike continuing. There is a tra il I  have h itherto  neglected to mention, 
namely a pack tra il from Lesser Slave Lake to Dunvegan, crossing the Big Smoky a t 
the junction of it  with the L ittle  Smoky. This is a very short route making the 
distance between these points one-half less than  the route via Peace R iver Landing. 
This tra il is little  used, running through heavy tim ber the greater pa rt of the way, bu t 
is said to be otherwise good. The location of this tra il will be seen on the accompany
ing map, as well as all other main trails in their approxim ate locality.

DISTANCES.

Edmonton to Jasper H o u s e ..................................
Jasper House to Sturgeon L ak e .............................
Sturgeon Lake to D u n v e g a n ..................................
Sturgeon Lake to Dunvegan (via Grand Prairie)
Dunvegan to St. J o h n ...............................................
Dunvegan to Peace R iver L and ing .......................
Peace R iver Landing to Slave L a k e ....................
Slave Lake to F o rt A ssiniboine.............................
F o rt Assiniboine to E dm onton................................

I  have the honour to be, sir,

Y our obedient servant,

(Sgd.) A. E. SN Y D E R ,
Inspector.

N .B.—I  regret th a t a series of photographs I  took of points along the route were 
rendered useless owing to damp which got a t the films. On the first part of my trip , 
out of th irty  days there were twenty-four upon which i t  rained more or less.

Miles.
300
300
115
130
125

75
96

150
90



APPENDIX N.

IN ST R U C T IO N S TO, A N D  D IA R Y  OF, IN SPE C T O R  J . D. M O O D IE IN  
C H A R G E  O F PA T R O L  FR O M  EDM ON TO N  EN  R O U T E  TO T H E

Y U K O N  1897.

N o r t h -w e s t  M o u n t e d  P o l ic e ,
O f f ic e  o f  t h e  C o m m is s io n e r ,

R e g in a , 27th A ugust, 1897.
To Inspector Moodie,

N orth  west M ounted Police.

You have been selected to command a small party  about to leave Edmonton for 
the head waters of the Pelly River, the object being to collect exhaustive infor mation 
on the best road to take for parties going into the Yukon via th a t route, and w ith this 
object in view you m ust map out the route, and carefully m ark the portions over 
which a wagon tra il can be made w ithout expense, and the portions th a t require cor
duroying, grading or ditching ■ stating  w hether the work would be great or small. The 
portions of the road th a t cannot be made practicable for wagons, except a t enormous 
expense, must be reported on as practicable or otherwise for pack trains, driving cattle 
over, etc., and you m ust report on all creeks and rivers th a t require bridges or ferries, 
their width, approaches, etc , and all along the route you m ust note the supply of fuel, 
feed and hay.

The main object is to get parties w ith wagons as far as possible, and then, when 
not practicable w ith wagons, with pack horses and cattle, to the navigable waters of 
the Pelly River, avoiding the dangerous navigation of the L iard River, if possible. You 
will also report on favourable sites on the route for depots of provisions to be placed, 
either by public or private enterprise. In  fact you will be expected on return  to supply 
such reliable inform ation th a t a party  leaving Edmonton will know exactly w hat they 
m ust expect a t all points en route. You must be careful in preparing your report to 
stick to actual facts, and not be influenced by any one.

No unavoidable delay m ust occur in obtaining this information.

(Sgd.) L. W. H E R C H M E R ,
Commissioner.

N o r t h -w e s t  M o u n t e d  P o l ic e .
E d m o n t o n , 2nd September, 1897.

To Inspector Moodie,
North-west M ounted Police.

On leaving St. John, in my opinion, based on the information I  have been able to 
collect, the best route for you to travel with a view of reaching the Yukon is to follow 
up the Peace R iver to the vicinity of the mouth of the Halfway River, and then to travel 
along th a t river to its upper waters, where it  comes out of the mountains. Im mediately 
across are several lakes, one called Pyke and another Tacherdy Lake. I f  possible you 
should get across to these lakes from whence there is said to be a pack tra il to F o rt Syl
vestre on Dease River, and then down Dease R iver to its confluence w ith Liard, and
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then up th a t river or its branch to Frances Lake. You m iy  fin 1 it  possible to strike 
the junction of the Liard and Dease rivers where there u>ed to be a w inter post, and 
may still be, w ithout going to Sylvestre’s, which will greatly shorten tue distance. Y our 
point is Pelly Banks, and the shortest route you can make the better, always bearing in 
mind th a t the route must be by land, and practicable, where po ssible, for wagons and 
always for pack horses.

Your party consists of 4 men and any Ind ian  or Indians you may from time to time 
find it  expedient to engage who have local knowledge. The surveyor w ith you must 
make himself generally useful, and must take full notes for you of everything en route. 
You must read his notes daily and see th a t he has everything down, particularly noting 
places suitable for settlement, hay available and land suited for farming. I  th ink  it  
will be advisable for you to keep full particulars yourself, and if you find th a t you differ 
from the surveyor, i t  will be advisable to talk  the m atter over with your men, and settle 
the point on the spot. You have 100 lbs. of pemmican with you, th is m ust be kept un
til the last resource, and may b î the means of taking your party  into the Klondike.

I t  is impossible to give you detailed instructions, but w ith good men, plenty of pro
visions and fair luck, you should be able to get to K londike during the winter. R e
member th a t you have a reserve of provisions a t St. Jo h n ’s, on which you can give orders, 
and take every chance of sending back letters reporting your progress. The H. B. a t 
St. John’s or other posts will forward them, and you have a le tte r from their commis
sioner to all H. B. officials. I t  may be necessary a t Sylvestre’s or elsewhere, to get 
dogs for the rest of your trip  owing to snow. You have full authority, bu t remember, 
th a t the object is to find a horse and cattle track where a wagon road is impossible.

(Sgd.) L. W-. H E R C H M E R .
Commissioner.

DIARY.

Saturday, 4th Septem ber.—L eft Edmonton.
Sunday, Monday, 5th and 6th September.— En route to St. Anne.
Tuesday, 7th September—W et morning. Left St. A nne’s a t 11.15 a.m. and arrived 

a t the Narrows a t 12.30 p.m., distance 7 miles. Bad trail, but can easily be made good 
for wagons. Sent H. B. Co.’s boat over by team and freighted our packs. Swam 
horses and crossed packs 4.15 p.m. Packed horses and left a t 5.40 p.m., made 5 miles 
and camped. Heavy rain a t 7.30 p.m. Good pack trail S. W . along lake through tim 
ber, very little  trouble to make good wagon trail. From end of lake we struck open 
country w ith low willow scrub. Fine feed and water a t camping ground.

Wednesday, 8th September.— Heavy rain until late in afternoon, followed by sharp 
frost a t night. Stayed in  camp and practised packing ponies.

Thursday 9th September.— Breakfast a t 5.30 a.m. Made one drive of 15 miles to 
day, as unpacking and packing a t noon takes too much time. Good pack tra il all the 
way. F irst 2 miles through fairly open country covered w ith thick willow scrub and 
scattered timber. Course N.W \ Then heavier tim ber w ith fallen burned trees and 
undergrowth. Every mile or so open spaces w ith good feed and w ater. These are 
usually covered w ith low willow bushes. No trouble to make a cart trail, and not much 
to cut out except undergrowth. A few wet places which could be bridged w ith poles : 
any soft swampy places can be avoided by taking the ridges. Twelve miles from the 
Narrows is Island Lake, a good sized piece of water. Camped for the night a t “ Stoney 
Lake Creek.’ A  bad camping ground, in timber, b u t good feed for horses in swamp 
close to. Day’s travel about 15 miles. Course last 12 miles nearly W.

Friday, 10th September.— Left Stoney Lake Creek and camped for the night a t first 
crossing of “ Paddle R iver ” a t 5.15 p.m., distance about 20 miles. Course, 3 miles N., 
I J  mile S.W ., then W. by N. Rolling country w ith bush, but trees are not large.
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H ere and there open swampy places with willow brush. Fair feed. Some of these 
would need to be corduroyed, but only short stretches (100 yards or so). No difficulty 
in making road. Crossed the Pembina this afternoon ; the south side has steep banks 
from the bench land ; approach would need some grading, which would be easily done, 
or another tra il found. R iver is shallow ac present, and ford runs up the river along a 
bar for about 500 yards. From signs on banks I should judge this river to be very 
high and sw ift in spring. A ctual width about 150 yards. W. or N. bank not so heavily 
timbered as E. or S. From crossing there is about 1^ miles fairly open country, then 
3 miles brush and small timber, then open country to Paddle River. This is narrow 
and fordable, only requiring about 30 yards grading for approach on each side. I t  is 
really only a creek and could be bridged with poles for high w ater in spring. 1 £ miles 
W. of the Pem bina is Deep Creek, with high steep banks requiring zigzag graded 
approaches. E ast side is the worst. A few short soft places on trail would require 
filling in with brush and poles. No hay could be got on this tra il so far. Easy for 
cattle, wagon or cart trail. A  gang of 10 men could cut out 6 or 7 miles a day a t 
least.

Saturday, 11th September.— Engaged two Half-breeds who came to Paddle 
R iver with some Americans (they are from St. A nne’s), to go to the A thabasca 
and help us across ; also to pack, etc. Made 25 miles in two drives. Crossed 
Paddle River again to-day. Country much more open, w ith frequent small 
patches of prairie. Splendid feed, bu t not large enough pieces for haying. No 
trouble in making good roads. Small muskegs are frequent where there are openings, 
bu t are not more than  50 or 100 yards across, and could be avoided in most cases by 
following the ridges of land chiefly to the south of pack trail. W here we camped to-night, 
25 miles from first crossing of Paddle River, is a fine hay meadow of about 600 acres, 
w ith line w ater (Paddle R iver again) a t edge of bush to the S. of W. end of meadow. 
A bout four miles east of this we struck a very bad tam arac swamp, large trees, both 
standing and fallen, all burned. This was about \  mile across, but could be avoided 
altogether by keeping to the south along ridge ; in .fact a better wagon trail could be 
got I  think by keeping south of present pack trail throughout. Course to-day W. N.-W. 
I  engaged the two Half-breeds as H ardisty  was the only really good packer, although 
Constable Fitzgerald was a close second after a little practice ; he is a splendid man, 
and as time is everything a t this late season, I  thought it better to hire help, and so get 
through to St. Jo h n ’s as soon as possible.

Sunday, 12th Septem ber.—L eft camp a t 8 a.in. and nooned a t Good Creek, 10 miles 
west. Country as a rule not so thickly wooded, although some bad places. For first 
10 miles we followed the ridges, crossing the various valleys which all trended towards 
the valley of the A thabasca. A  considerable amount of grading, corduroying and 
bridging would have to be done on to-day’s route, bu t the la tte r  would only need to be 
poles and logs, which are alongside, and the spans would be quite short, and even then 
I  doubt if present pack trail would be passable in the spring. I t  follows the shortest 
trail, bu t a wagon tra il would have to follow the ridges and so avoid most of the bad 
places. The muskeg referred to yesterday is very large, extending almost, if not quite, 
to the A thabasca. There is good feed all along, bu t no places where hay could be got 
in any quantity . W ater plentiful and good. From noon camp, named by the Half- 
breeds Moodie’s Creek,” mile takes us to the river. This we follow for 3^ 
miles to the mouth of the Macleod. A t present these rivers are very low, bu t the 
current is very swift a t the junction. A ferry would have to be pu t in here, 
or some good boats. The H udson’s Bay Co., and Alex. M cAllister, a Half-breed 
(formerly in terpre ter for the police a t Edmonton) are building log shacks and starting  
trad ing  posts here. The A thabasca R iver here is about 450 yards wide ; banks on both 
sides are easy. Some heavy cutting  out of dead and standing tim ber would have to be 
done in last three miles. Good feed about a mile up Macleod River. The H udson’s 
Bay Co. pu t up about 20 tons of hay here this year, and more could be got. The 
Californian party  which left Edmonton 22 days ago are camped on north side. General 
direction for to-day’s march, about west by north.
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Monday, 13th September.—Crossed outfit this a.m. in dug out hired from Stony 
Indians camped here hunting. These killed four bears last week.

Tuesday, 14th Setpember.— H eavy rain all morning. Swam horses across A th a 
basca ac noon, and started in heavy rain. H ired two Stoneys for $4. to cut and clear 12 
miles of old trail by which we save about 12 miles. This tra il runs W. up river ; the  
other, and one used lately, goes N. and then S.W. forming two sides of triangle. F air 
sized hay meadow about 1 mile from crossing. A bout 10 loads m ight be cut here. 
Route W. by N. -Good country for making cart trail. D istance 5 miles. Sprinkle of 
snow this p.m.

Wednesday, 15th Septem ber.—Two horses missing this m orning; country is so 
heavily timbered th a t horses cannot be picketed, all are close hoppled and have bells. 
W aited until 2 p.m. for re turn  of men hunting for these. Then w ent on 6 miles and 
camped on Owl River. Trail very bad with fallen tim ber and soft places, bu t a little  
work would make it all right. H ardisty  and Pepin arrived a t 7 p.m. w ith missing 
horses ; they had broken their hopples and returned to old camp on S. side of Athabasca. 
Fine night. Indians failed to complete their contract, only going half way, so I  refused 
to pay them anything. They belong to a bad family by repute.

Thursday, 16th September.— Left camp a t 10 a.m. B reakfast over before 6 a.m., 
b u t it  is very hard to collect horses in the timber, and the party  is too large for the 
number of packers. H ardisty  and I  packed 10 out of the 24 horses th is morning, and 
yesterday did 12. To claj’ was very bad travelling, the worst we have had, through fallen 
burn t tim ber with here and there small muskegs. A  good road, however, oould be cut a t 
small cost, as all the tim ber for bridging creeks, corduroying, ifcc., is alongside. The 
Macleod creek was crossed about 4 miles from last n igh t’s camp. I t  is about 30 yards 
wide, shallow, and good gravel bottom. Good approaches. Somewhere in the thick 
tim ber we lost a horse and only discovered it  on arriving a t an open spot where they 
could be counted. Two men returned to hun t for it, and we w ent in to  camp a t 2 p.m. 
a t a beaver dam with fine feed, open ground and good water. Californians pulled out of 
this camp yesterday. W e passed the Owl R iver again to-day. •. I t  is about 100 yards 
wide here, with a num ber of bars, and very shallow a t present. Easy country for 
wagon trail. Distance about 8 miles. Course W .N .W .

Friday, 17th September.— H ardisty  and Pepin returned a t 10 a.m. with lost horse. 
I t  had returned to old camp. W e pulled out a t noon and made about 9 miles ; best 
country for travelling we have had. A bout 5 or 6 miles out we crossed Owl R iver ; 
shallow and good bottom. Good camping here, and also 3 miles fa rth er on where we 
camped on small creek amongst open pines. No tents required. F ine night. Course 
W. N. W.

Saturday, 18th September.— B reakfast a t 5 a.m. S tarted  a t S a.m. Open country, 
easy to make road through up till noon when we camped. Good feed and water. Dis
tance 13 miles. In  afternoon trail for 8 miles very bad, through fallen timber, two bad 
muskegs and some small ones, bu t none of them long. No feed for 2 miles farther on 
than  camp. Camped W . side of second large muskeg and took horses on three-quarters 
of a mile to feed. Quite dark when we unsaddled. Muskeg about 200 yards wide and 
very bad. Passed 3 camps of Californians east of here. Course slightly South of W ., 
2 horses very bad colds.

Sunday, 19th September.—Did not leave until 9.30 owing to a horse getting  away. 
This was the fault of the Half-breed and I  had him up to-night about th is and other 
things. H e has given a great deal of trouble. Fallen tim ber, bad holes and muskegs 
were the rule to-day. Lots of w ater bu t no feed until we camped after 17 miles travel. 
W e passed the leading party  of Californians to-day. Fine nights. Camped on “Two 
Creeks.” Course W .S.W .

Monday, 20th September.—Very hot day. Travelled 3 hours through bad mus
kegs. H ad to cut brush and make a trail. Some of the horses mired and a lot of trouble 
to get them out. No feed. A t noon we camped for the day a t good feed and water. 
H ardisty , Const. Fitzgerald, Pepin and Half-breed w ent on this afternoon and made road
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through** Long M uskeg” and some small ones for about 5 miles. Advance party  of 
Americans arrived a t 4 p.m. A lthough these muskegs in present state are very bad, yet 
a road could be p u t through a t small cost for pack horses, cattle  or carts, as the tim ber 
is thick bu t not large as a rule. The amount of feed here is not great, b u t enough for 100 
head of stock for a day or two. Course to-day nearly W.

Tuesday, 21st Septem ber.— Fine day and easiest travelling we have had, b u t no feed 
for 16 miles. Camped a t 3 p.m. as no feed w ithin half a day’s travel. A  few small 
muskegs were bad, b u t nothing to speak of. Fine feed and water in open space where 
we camped. Some Indians killed a bear here two days ago.

W ednesday, 22nd Septem ber.— Roads very bad for last 6 miles to-day. Long mus
kegs, fallen tim ber and hard travelling. W e made «16 miles. The first 10 miles 
good, bu t no feed. The last 6 miles took us nearly 4 hours. Splendid feed on fair sized 
meadow of W. side of small river which runs out of lake (good feed for about one mile 
on east side of river also, bu t no water). Good feed amongst bu rn t brush for the last 
mile to river. Cross the river for best feed. Course about W .S.W ., bu t tra il very 
winding.

Thursday, 23rd Septem ber.—Lay over all day. I  went on w ith four men eight 
miles, making bridges, brushing bad places and blazing tra il through bu rn t and fallen 
timber. Good tra il for one and a half mile, then very bad for six miles or more. 
Impossible to travel un til i t  was fixed. R eturned to camp a t 5 p.m. H ard  frost last 
night.

Friday, 24th Septem ber.— Travelled five hours. V ery hard trail, even after work 
done on it yesterday. Camped on Moose’s Lake, as too far to go on to nex t feed. Good 
feed and water. Ind ian  shack here. Lake about two miles by three-quarters of a mile. 
Course about W .S.W . Small patch of feed with a little  w ater about tw o miles east of 
here (just a fter leaving last muskeg). Bears plentiful, Indians killed one last night 
close to camp, and same family has killed 12 since 1st of month. Good fish in this 
lake. Trail crosses the creek (about 40 yards wide) close to camp. Fine feed here, but 
not very much of it. “ Moose ” the Ind ian  who has the shack here, says th a t by keeping 
either north or south of present pack trail along the ridges, the muskegs can be avoided, 
bu t th a t the country is covered w ith fallen burned tim ber and it  is not worth his while 
to cut a trail. A s Indians travel light these muskegs do not bother them much, and 
they don’t  care to  cut new trails. Fine weather.

Saturday, 25th Septem ber.—Travelled three hours, mostly through bad trail. 
Small muskegs and fallen b u rn t timber, when we arrived a t good camping place. F ine 
feed and w ater only about five miles from last n igh t’s camp, and one mile farther west, 
another fairly  good sized place, b u t not as good as the first. W e could have made these 
yesterday if guide had not said there was no feed for 16 miles. A fter half an hour’s 
rest we travelled on about nine miles and camped for the night. Travelling very slow, 
and horses tired, as we took a branch tra il by mistake, and so lost about two miles. 
Fairly  good feed to-night. D istance 15 or 16 miles. General course W .N .W .

Sunday, 26th September. —Six miles from camp found good feed and water. Trail 
not good the first part, muskegs and fallen timber. Stopped for three-quarters of an 
hour a t 1 p.m., and le t horses feed without unpacking. Camped for n igh t 4.30 p.m. on 
wes< side of L ittle  Smoky River, fair feed. A t 3 p.m. we first sighted this river runn
ing through deep valley. W e travelled down a spur to the level, where there was good 
feed of considerable extent, bu t broken up by willow (green and burnt). Followed the 
river and camped on west side. R iver about 200 yards wide, very shallow, but shows 
signs of a rapid stream  in flood. Good bottom. Course N .N .W . No hay except where 
valley is first struck. D istance to-day, 15 miles. W et night.

Monday, 27th Septem ber.—Six horses missing this morning, packed the rest and 
w ent on. H ard isty  and Pepin recrossed the river to look for horses. I  went on eight 
miles and camped a t large meadow on L ittle  Smoky R iver to aw ait re tu rn  of men. 
Course nearly north. F irst three miles good open travelling, next two miles bad w ith 
muskegs and fallen timber, last three miles heavy open timber, fair travelling. “ Sm oky”
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crossed the second time about two miles from last n ig h ts  camp. R ain  in afternoon. 
Fine camping ground all along valley of “ Smoky,” bu t none on high land. Men returned 
w ith 4 horses a t 6 p.m. One pack horse and one belonging to Half-breed could not be 
found. I  could not spare more time and came on.

Tuesday, 28th September.— Left a t 9 a.m. and camped for noon a t 1.15 p.m., having 
made about 15 or 16 miles. Fine feed almost all the way through bush. Last five 
miles through some fine stretches of meadow w ith willow scrub scattered over them. 
A t 4 p.m. pack tra in  started and I  w ent ahead w ith H ard isty  to Sturgeon Lake to try  
and get guide to St. Jo h n ’s, and get some more rations. A rrived there a t 7.15 p.m., 
about 20 miles. Some heavy fallen tim ber for first five miles, then bush, b u t easy 
travelling ; the last eight miles qr so almost entirely open country. F ine feed. Grass 
quite green. No sign of frost. So far there is nothing to prevent a good tra il being 
opened up a t a comparatively small cost.

Wednesday, 29th September.—W ent to the Narrows, about six miles around the 
lake, and hired Half-breed for $15 to go to Grand Prairie. Pack tra in  arrived a t lake 
a t noon. Purchased rations a t Rivets, as H udson’s Bay Coi store closed ; gave orders 
on officer commanding F ort Saskatchewan. Constable Fitzgerald reported Half-breed’s 
second horse missing this morning, he would not hopple it. Discharged Half-breed 
and paid him in cash.

Thursday, 30th September.— W ent to Narrows and crossed outfit in canoe, swim
ming horses. W ill s ta rt for St. Jo h n ’s in morning.

Friday, 1st October.— Did i ot leave camp until 9.30 as Jnd ian  had not got his 
horses. Traded the “ g ra y ” got a t St. A nne’s and chestnut mare ridden by Tobin 
for a fine red roan H. B. horse 4 years old, and hired another a t 75 cts. per day 
to Grand Prairie. Made 6 miles through heavy burned fallen tim ber and nooned. 
W ere delayed nearly an hour this morning by two pack horses taking the crossing of a 
creek a N. end of the Sturgeon Lake and going nearly out of sight in quicksand. A fter 
dinner made about three miles and camped a t fine feed and wafer. Travelled through 
easy bush this afternoon—some of the best we have had yet. Easy m atter to make 
good trail. W eather fine. Course nearly W. from lake. Distance about 9 miles.

Saturday, 2nd October.— Left camp a t 8.30 a. m. and made camp a t 12 noon a t 
P rairie  Lake, six miles from last n igh t’s camp is good feed—in fact there is fair camping 
anywhere. A t Prairie Lake (between 9 and 10 miles) is splendid feed and about 1,000 
tons of hay could be cut around lake which is about three miles long and one mile 
wide a t the broadest part. H ay in many places was up to the rider’s knees—heavy 
bush surrounds the prairie. Trail leads up E. side of lake. L eft camp a t 3.30 p. m. 
I t  took 1 and £ hours to get in horses, saddle and pack. Camped for n ight a t 5.45 
p. m. Fine easy tra il and good feed and w ater anyw here—good camping place to-night 
about 7 miles from noon camp. Trail lead along ra ther high plateau, on W. side a creek 
ran  through good feed for about three miles starting  about three miles from noon camp. 
H ere we came across another good sized meadow w ith shallow lake about £ mile in 
circumference. Trail appears to be improving all the way from Sturgeon Lake. Dis
tance about 16 miles. Course W . N. W.

Sunday, 3rd October.—Left camp a t 9.30. The creek here is alm ost d ry  and we 
had to water the horses with pails out of a hole. H ad  fine travelling although there 
was some fallen .timber a t first. A bout three miles brought us to another good camping 
place. From here we ran along a valley for about 2 miles, w ith creek in i t  and good 
feed on N. side but south bank bad for horses getting  down. Camped for noon a t 
12.45 p. m. a t fine feed and w ater (old beaver dam) distance about nine miles. In  
afternoon we h^d fine travelling and made good time camping on some ground 
which had been burned over, beside small swamp patch. Good w ater and feed. A  
peculiar grass grows on these burn t places of which horses are very fond. A ll along 
to-day the feed in bush was good and road making easy, no muskegs or bad holes. 
Distance about 16 miles. Course W. N. W.
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Monday, 4th October.— From camp the tra il ran S. W. and we crossed a deep 
coulee about mile. The course continued S. W . for about 4 and ^ miles through fine 
oped spaces with some times bu rn t timber. Splendid feed all through with vetches and 
wild pease. Then reached small lake with some hay, A bout 8 miles from camp ran 
along ridge of m ountain with deep valley of Smoky on our righ t— banks of river valley 
are usually high. Very little  sign of frost so lar. Most of the pease and vetches quite 
green still. A rrived a t Smoky a t 12.45 p. m. A fter dinner swam horses and crossed 
all the outfit in  a dugout. Some bad quicksands on both sides of the river. Distance 
travelled about 13 miles. Course S. W. then N. and W. W e made this detour to avoid 
bush and keep on ridge near valley. Very steep and long hill going down to river. 
R iver a t present about 200 yards wide and slow curreut. A t high water w idth would 
be about 300 yards.

Tuesday, 5th October.—Very steep, long rise from river to bench, ab o u ta  mile and 
one-half. A fter first rise over bank (country rises in sort of terraces to the level 
country) a level plateau about £ mile wide is reached with fine feed. Then there is a 
steep, long pull to bench land, bu t good road could be got by winding up coulees. 
From top of this the trail follows a stretch of fine open prairie with here and there some 
bush, bu t even through this the tra il is almost good enough for carts in most places. 
A bout 10 miles from river a deep valley w ith creek is reached. On E. side the descent 
is fairly easy for cart tra il bu t W. side is very bad and no coulee could be seen from 
pack trail. The only apparent way would be to grade a trail zig zag down the hill. 
The pack trail up this is about 500 yards—not more.— From here is the same kind of 
country to this n igh t’s camp. In  fact it  may be said there is no work to be done on 
this day’s march except a t coulee mentioned. The east side of this coulee is steep in 
places, but 10 men would make a cart road in a day a t most. The feed is splendid and 
soil good, only drawback being scarcity of water. The creek a t coulee and one slough 
being all there was near trail. Creek will be high in spring. W e camped to-night 
about 16 or 17 miles from river. A bout 400 yards before reaching camp the trail 
branches off from west to south-west right a t an Ind ian  grave on the left of the trail. 
Leave w hat looks like main tra il and take the left hand one. W here we camped here 
a t sort of creek is good open prairie and fine feed. A t the Smoky a good sized flat boat 
would be required.

W ednesday, 6th October.— R ain last night and until about 7 o’clock this morning. 
L eft camp a t 10.30 and made one march to H . B. Ranch on Ghost Creek, arriving a t 
3 15 p.m. Distance about 16 or 17 miles. Four miles after leaving camp we passed 
M ountain Lake, a good size with fine hay. I t  lies close to trail on north side, and one 
mile fu rther west came to an old beaver dam w ith good feed and water. U p to this we 
had traversed fine open prairie with small bluffs of poplar and scrub. H ere we struck 
some bush, open and of no great extent. A t about 13 miles we came to deep coulee 
with high bank, bu t quite practicable for road, with creek running through it  called 
“ B urn t Creek.” All to-day’s travel was through splendid feed and fine ranching 
country bu t w ater is—on tra il— 6 or 7 miles apart. W e travel on high ground and 
looking to south, is range of high hills, the W hite Mountains. Open prairie can be seen 
in many places amongst the timber, bu t our course can be easily traced by the line of 
prairie. Very little  sign of frost. Out of our whole distance to-day about two miles 
will cover am ount of bush passed through. Both “ Ghost ” and “ B urn t ” creeks would 
be deep in spring. Ed. Wilson, who came in from the States in 1890 with a party, is 
settled here and working for Bremner & Gunn, who have purchased the H. B. Ranch 
from the company together with stock and buildings. W ilson is the only one of the 
party  remaining. Snow generally comes, to stay, about the middle of November. 
Summer frosts are rare. This is the first year th a t wheat has been tried in this vicinity 
and it  did well. I t  has done well near the mouth of the “ Smoky ” a t the Peace R iver 
crossing for some years. O ther grain and all kinds of vegetables are fine crops and 
sure. Cabbages and cauliflowers of immense size are still in the H . B. Co. garden a t 
Dunvegan. C attle  find their own feed almost all winter. Snow never over two feet 
and seldom as much, grass generally showing above it. Soil is fine black loam. There 
is good wagon tra il to Dunvegan 15 miles north, not 35 as shown on map. There is
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another tra il from Sturgeon Lake, running to south of this bu t i t  is longer and very bad 
in places w ith muskegs.

Thursday, 7 th October.— H ired horses and went to D un vegan to inquire about 
dogs, &c., from St. Johns. Campbell and Reed, the men sent out by Edmonton, have 
gone back, going no farther than  Dunvegan, deciding it  was too late in the year to go 
farther.

Friday, 8th .October.—No dogs to be had here or a t St. Johns and have decided to 
send H ardisty  to Slave Lake w ith le tter to H. B. Co. there to purchase and forward 7 
or 8 trains a t once. R eturned to camp this p. m. Purchased some necessary 
supplies from company a t Dunvegan.

Saturday, 9th October.— Lay over in camp. H ard isty  returned to Dunvegan last 
night to s ta rt this a. m. by boat and road to Slave Lake. This p. m. a fire was 
s ta rted  by a Half-breed, Cunningham, guide to Johnson from Edmonton, prospecting. 
W e all turned out and saved Brem ner’s stacks, b u t could not prevent the fire getting  
in to  the bush. R ain a t night with high wind. Cunningham will be brought up for 
tria l on Monday. Indians and Breeds rather mad against Johnson, although he was 
not to blame.

Monday, October 11th, 1897.— L ast night another tu rn  out to prairie fire; took 
out two rawhides and stopped fire from coming back on ranch from west. Lay over 
to-day waiting for re tu rn  of wagon from Dunvegan.

Tuesday, l'2th October.—Tate came out from Dunvegan. W ilson had lost one of 
his team. On Sunday one of the sorrels (No. 25) got a bad sore on near fore foot, ju s t 
in the coronet. Brim ner thinks it  is foot rot. To-day it  is worse w ith proud flesh ; 
have cauterised it, bu t the horse will be useless for some time. I  have traded it  w ith 
the  H udson’s Bay Company for a good pack horse, raised in the “Beaver ” country.

W ednesday, 13th October.—W ilson returned last night and I  engaged him as 
guide to St. John ’s a t $2 a day. Discharged “ C h an teu r” from '12th instant.

Thursday, 14th October.— Left camp a t 10:30 a.m. and camped a t 2.30 p.m , first 
nine miles over prairie where wagon could go. W e then struck bank of deep coulee, 
main branch running north and south. W e crossed i t  opposite mouth of branch ru n n in g  
east and west, creek in main coulee. W e descended on regular hogback, very steep and 
narrow, but a cart or wagon tra il could be made. The pack tra il on the other side 
(west side) is steeper and unpracticable for road, which would have to go up branch 
coulee a considerable distance to work up to bench. A fter leaving this we struck two 
miles of fallen timber, bu t small th in  bush w ith underbrush : easy road making. 
Distance travelled about fourteen miles ; course nearly west by compass. Good feed 
all the way ; w ater a t coulee, bu t not good, and no feed for horses in the bottom. Horses 
would have to be driven up to the bench. Good feed in open space a t to-night’s camp, 
bu t w ater some distance ; a camp made on the dry  creek (half mile back) would have 
been closer to water.

Friday, 15th October.— Left camp a t 8.55 a.m. and ran through fairly thick bush 
of standing timber, with here and there patches of underbrush. Timber open and no 
trouble to cut trail. A t noon crossed coulee w ith high steep banks, bu t easy to get fair 
grade down to, and up from creek in coulee, shallow a t present, bu t will be wide in spring. 
I t  is known as “ T urn Creek ” or “ P ine Bluff Creek.” Good feed in open space on west 
side. A t about a mile farther west is another fork of same creek w ith better feed, good 
camping place. Then bush and fallen tim ber for a short distance, bu t not bad travelling. 
A bout four miles from last creek we came to bu rn t tim ber w ith large patches of open 
country, fallen b u rn t tim ber and small standing b u rn t trees, only about half a mile 
across this space. Then bush for a short distance and again large space of burnt. Across 
this is good travelling, lying b u rn t tim ber is no trouble here. Crossed creek again a t  2 
p.m., where a horse slipped down the bank into creek and had to be unpacked and some 
logs cut away to get it  out ; no harm done. Good feed on west side. D istance to-day
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said to be 19 or 20 miles ; I  call i t  about 17 miles. General direction nearly west. 
H eavy rain  to-night ; rained nearly all day.

Saturday. 16th October.— Fine m orning; left camp a t 9 a.m. ; warm wind. A fter 
crossing b u rn t ground where we had camped we ran into standing timber, with here 
and there open spaces. Good travelling for nine miles when we came to open space on 
east side of small creek ; good feed but w ater hard to get at. A bout a  mile farther is 
splendid camping place w ith fine w ater ; we made this in three hours. From here there 
is bad travelling through fallen tim ber for about five miles, with here and there a better 
piece of tra il ; then  open country w ith willow scrub to “ place where the horses died.” 
M agnificent feed and w ater here on east fork of Bear River. This is the same creek 
th a t we crossed previously. The trail ran along this creek for some miles, touching it 
here and there. A t half a mile or so from to-night’s camp is fine hay meadow ; about 
400 or 500 loads could be cut. Good place for w inter ranche. Distance travelled about 
tw enty  miles ; general direction W .S.W . ; creek runs nearly south-east to north-west. 
This fork runs into west fork which rises in a lake near Grand Prairie.

Sunday, 17th October.— Five horses strayed last night and we did not leave camp 
until 10.30 a.m. Fine travelling across open ground, no bush but thick willow brush in 
most places. A fter seven miles we came to a deep valley running nearly east and west. 
W ater to the south-east in valley and splendid feed. Trail crosses creek and runs 
nearly W .S.W . ; a mile farther on we again sight the valley with east fork of Bear 
R iver (same we camped on last night). A  mile farther again touch same ; a mile 
farther across dry coulee running down to above river. Very little  bush to-day ; fine 
feed anywhere. To-night we camped on west side of Bear River, in the valley, on fine 
open ground, fine feed, w ater and wood ; good A  1 camp. Steep incline to bottom of 
valley (about half a mile long), bu t not too much for good trail. D istance travelled 18 
miles good; course W .S.W . Ranges of high m ountains running from Spirit R iver 
are visible all the way to the south of tra il ; they are in a sort of spurs. Bear R iver is 
almost always fordable except when snow first melts and is then high for only a week 
or two. I f  ford where tra il crosses is not good there is another about a quarter of a 
mile below which is always good. R iver is about 75 yards across from bank to bank, 
w ith stony bed. I t  is known as Bear R iver throughout the country, but maps call it 
Mud River.

Monday, 18th October.— H eavy rain and hard frost last night, and as it  is an easy 
drive to-day I  did not pull out until 10.10. W atered a t lower ford and got to top of 
hill a t 10.30 a.m. Steep incline bu t fairly easy grade could be got. A ll to-day was 
across “ Pus-qui-qua” prairie ; splendid country like north of Battleford to Jackfish. 
A bout three and a half or four miles west of last n igh t’s camp we crossed coulee with 
small creek. To-night we camped a t lake a t west side of prairie ; good w ater and feed. 
Distance about 12 miles and course nearly west as a rule, although we ran  south of 
west for a time. Fine warm day. No other camping place for fully 10 miles west.

Tuesday, 19th October.— Breakfast a t 5.15 a.m. and left a t 9 a.m. F irs t mile or 
so open to west, then ran  north-w est to escape heavy tim ber for about two hours. Then 
south-west for another two hours through fairly good country for travel Then struck 
heavy fallen and b u rn t timber, and had to thread our way through the best way we 
could ; very slow travelling. Course almost west. A t 4 p.m. completely blocked by 
heavy fallen tim ber on all sides, a regular trap. Turned in a “ V ” and travelled south
east, then edged into tam arack bush, and after travelling about a milewest, aga in  struck 
down timber, and night coming on (5.30 p.m.) made a dry camp. Travelled to-day, 
including tim e lost in looking for tra il out of down timber, eight and a half hours, actual 
tim e of travel about seven hours. A hard day on horses, travelling very bad and slow ; 
average made barely two miles an hour. Distance about 13 miles ; general direction 
west. A  good trail could be got north of our route to avoid all this down timber.

Wednesday, 20th October.—Pepin and W ilson out this a.m. to find trail. Got good 
w ater and fair feed for horses w ithin 200 yards of camp. Decide to stay here to-day 
and give horses a show and let men go out again to look for trail, as i t  only uses up
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horses wandering through this country. Pepin returned a t n igh t ; no success. W ilson 
not back.

Thursday, 21st October.—Pepin out again this a.m. ; returned in two hours. Sent 
him out again to south to work along creek ; returned a t 4 p.m. ; no success. W ilson 
not back.

Friday 22nd October.—Some of the horses strayed on back trail ; Pepin, Fitzgerald, 
Lafferty and Tobin w ent after them. Fitzgerald and Tobin will bring them back and 
the other two g» on to follow tra il Pepin found running north. My opinion is we 
should have gone north of fallen tim ber instead of south, bu t the difficulty is now to get 
round th a t way, and knowing nothing of the country there may be more tim ber down 
there. W ilson still absent a t 9 a.m., and have no idea of the direction in which to 
look for him and it  is unsafe to let any of the party  bu t Pepin go into the bush alone. 
W ill wait to-day and if W ilson has not returned, will take up back tra il for about six 
miles and strike north round down tim ber until we can strike d irect to St. Jo h n ’s 
ourselves and there send back to look for Wilson.

Saturday, 23rd October.—Johnstone and an Indian  came over to camp ju s t as we 
were starting  to go back on trail, they having followed our trail from the ranch. 
Found tra il about 5 miles back in stra igh t line. I t  took round N. of bu rn t tim ber then 
nearly W. through open country and green bush. Camped on Creek a t W. end of bush 
amongst burn t standing timber. F rank Lafferty “off du ty” w ith bad cut a t base of 
thumb. Wilson had found this trail and started  back blazing re tu rn  trail to camp.

Sunday, 24th October.—Sent Pepin and Ind ian  back to looki for W ilson following 
his blaze and went on ourselves. No tra il after first £ mile and crossed creek a t the 
mouth of another by creek very steep and high banks. Then bn W . over bu rn t fallen 
tim ber to “Kis-cab-is-kow” R iver good approach can be got, but steep high banks. 
H eavy fallen timber. F air feed. Slight fall of snow.

Monday, 23th October.—Const. Fitzgerald ill, cramps, and diarrhrea. Too ill to 
move. Tobin and I  crossed river and rode about 6 miles up river W. to find a good 
trail. All fallen tim ber which can be got round by going furthter north.

Tuesday, 26th October.—Three horses missing. M et B aptiste and Ind ian  bringing 
them from last camp where they had returned during night, hopples broken. The last 
trail of W ilson was going towards St. Jo h n ’s from a camp fire, b u t i t  could not be 
followed far. W ent out to try  and find a way round fallen tim ber on S. side of river. 
Found one, but too late to go on. Considerable fall of snow this a. m. until about 11 
a.m., when weather cleared and snow soon disappeared.

W ednesday, 27th October.—Packed and ready to s ta rt a t 9 a.m. when heavy rain 
began. Tobin very sick, same as Fitzgerald, fainted once ; too weak to be moved. Slept 
all day, Remained in camp all day, pu tting  horses across river to get be tter feed. 
W eather cleared early in afternoon.

Thursday, 28th October.— Left a t 9.20 a.m. and kept to S. side of river (Kis-cab-is- 
kow) which here flows E. and W. A fter travelling up i t  for about 5 miles we struck 
St. Jo h n ’s trail, and a t 2 p.m. crossed the above river and camped on W. side. R iver 
here flows N. and S. Country generally covered with bush, easy of travel, with occasional 
pieces of open with fallen tim ber and brush. A bout three miles E. of river crossed 
muskeg about 500 yards with bu rn t timber. This is now drying up. Tobin still very 
weak, and as no certainty of water before reaching the “P ine” River, decided to camp for 
the day. Distance about 11 miles. From not knowing character of country I  travelled 
on the 24th a due west course, whereas to avoid bad country trail was here S.W . Banks 
of this valley very high and steep (about 200 ft.), b u t could be made practicable for 
carts. R iver about 100 yards wide. Signs th a t i t  is deep and sw ift in spring. Good 
feed alm ost anywhere, and w ater in small creek about half way. Lafferty can do light 
duty now. Indian guide sick last night, same as Tobin and Fitzgerald, bu t not so bad. 
Gave him medicine and better to-day. Distance travelled about 11 miles. From high 
land approaching E. bank of river we got first view of the Rockies, free from snow. 
Good feed a t camp. A bout 20 tons hay could be cu t half mile up the river.
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Friday, 29th October.— R aining hard and lay over.
Saturday, 30th October.—L eft a t 9.30 a.m. Making almost north for about 5 

miles through thick tim ber with small open patches generally thickly covered w ith scrub. 
A t 11.30 a.m. crossed small creek with good w ater and feed, bu t no great extent of 
latter. Found an Ind ian  here who had ju s t killed a bear and two cubs. Bought the 
carcase of a cub for $1.50 as we were out of meat. From this N .N .W  for about half an  
hour was standing bush, then heavy b u rn t tim ber w ith considerable fallen for about 4 
miles ; then more green. Course nearly N .W . Then nearly N. through very heavy 
down tim ber for about a mile to open country with Ind ian  grave on a knoll on W. bank 
of small creek a t the crossing. A fter about 1£ miles we again ran into roughish 
travelling through b u rn t fallen timber, ifcc., looking across very deep coulee to W. with 
steep rough banks impassable for anything on legs. A small creek runs N. through this 
into the Pine River. On coming out of this through a small streak of small tim ber we 
are on high land about 500 feet above the Pine and Peace Rivers, about a mile W. of 
their junction. W e descended this and camped about 5.45 p.m. on the S. bank of the 
11 Pine.” Bad camping place and very bad feed.

Sunday 31st October.— Tried to ford river, bu t found i t  too deep. Sometimes it  is 
fordable. A t 9 a.m. started  to build ra ft and completed i t  a t 2 p.m. H ad dinner and 
made two trips across in the afternoon. A nother load still to be crossed. This river a t 
present runs nearly 5 miles an hour, and ra ft was swept down 400 to 500 yards before 
landing was made on a gravel bar about 75 yards from the wooded bank of an island. 
I t  there had to be tracked up above starting  place, and river recrossed when i t  was 
tracked up to where supplies were piled. This was very hard work. W e had previously 
pu t the horses over (swimming), good feed of goose grass on island. A t present this is 
not properly an island, bu t a t high water a deep stream flows all round it. Opposite 
centre of this island the creek mentioned yesterday flows into the Pine ; possibly this 
Pine is the Mud R iver shown on map. The climb out of this valley is like the half 
pitch roof of a house, bu t a road I  think could be got a t its mouth by fair grades where 
the bench trends down to junction of Peace and Pine Rivers.

Monday, 1st November.— Crossed last of the outfit and started  a t 11.30 a.m., 
arriving a t St. John, the long looked for place, a t 1.45 p.m. Unpacked and tried to 
swim horses, bu t only succeeded w ith ten  of them. The others refused to face the 
music of sw ift current, cold w ater and high wind. Hoppled them on south side, where 
there is good feed. Mr. Gunn, the representative of the H udson’s Bay Co. here, came 
over for us in a skiff, and gave us a hearty  welcome to his house.

Tuesday, 2nd November.— Took H udson’s Bay Co.’s large boat and a canoe across 
and tried again to swim horses, b u t no use. W e then  led them  across behind the boat 
by ropes, two men handled the ropes, four pulled the oars and I  steered. W e crossed 
all bu t seven before dark. The last trip  one horse gave out in the middle of the river, 
and would have drowned had he not been hauled along side and his head held above 
the water. This is the advantage of these large river boats. Sharp frost and cold to-night. 
Mr. Gunn sent out this a.m. to get in Indians to make sleighs, mocassins, &c. Paid 
François Thomas to-night for guiding. I  had agreed to take him over from Johnstone 
when they overtook us.

W ednesday, 3rd November.— Started squaws making moccasins, ifcc. Got balance 
of horses across the river ; another one nearly drowned. Cloudy and looks like snow. 
François (the Ind ian  guide) is waiting here to re tu rn  by our boat to  Dunvegan. I  am 
giving him rations in the meantime. A ttending  to horses’ backs, &c.

N ote.— R eferring to diary of 31st October ; I  learn from Mr. Gunn th a t old F ort 
St. Jo h n ’s was 25 miles down the river from here, bu t was attacked by Indians and the 
clerk killed. I t  was then abandoned for some time. A fterw ards a post was built on 
south side of river opposite here, and this was subsequently moved to the present site on 
north side, to facilitate trade w ith Indians. The river known to the Indians and others 
here, and previously referred to  as the “ Bear ” River, is the one shown on the maps as the 
“ Mud ” River, and the “ Pine ” R iver we crossed is the “ South Pine ” of the maps. My 
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error in diary of 31st October, arose from not knowing th a t the H udson’s Bay Co’s, post 
was formerly 25 miles below this, and the maps showing the “ South Pine ” as coming 
into the “ Peace” above the F o rt (St. John). I  also learn th a t there is a good gentle 
drop from the high lands on south of the “ Pine ” to the “ Peace,” ju s t below the junction 
■of the two. This I should judge would be the best route for a cart trail, and by cross
ing  the “ Peace ” there instead of a t St. Jo h n ’s, the crossing of the “ Pine ” would be 
avoided. From the “ Peace ” a trail could be easily graded to first bench up coulee, and 
from there the hills rise gradually to the top, and thence is good open country to trail 
I  follow from here to “ N orth  Pine ” or to the head waters of the “ H alfw ay,” crossing 
Ogilvie's trail. This would also shorten the distance by taking one side of the triangle 
instead of two.

Thursday, 4th November.— Fine weather. Indians came in to see me. I  could not 
get a hunter from this band, bu t learned th a t a Beaver Ind ian  named Dick had gone 
through a pass in the mountains opposite head waters of “ H alfw ay” River, and traded 
a t a post on the opposite side. I  take this to be F ort Graham. Feed is said to be good 
to the mountains, but on the other side is thick bush. Am sending out for “ Dick,” also 
for Napoleon Thomas, reputed to be the best hunter about here. Above band is taking 
out skins for caps, m itts and moccasins, of which la tte r we shall require a t least 100 
pairs. They are also making some sleighs for me, as there is no birch known to be 
where we are going. These sleighs I  am having made w ith only a slight curve in front, 
so th a t they can be carried alongside a horse, the curve coming in front of chest and 
fitting over one another thus with horse between them.

Friday, 5th November.—Traded mare No. for strong pack pony with H udson’s
Bay Co. I t  is fa t and used to the country. I  hope to trade some more. W eather 
fine. Heard some shots from H ardisty  a t 7 p.m. H e has camped about three miles 
down river.

Saturday, 6th November.— H ardisty  arrived th is a.m. w ith boat. Brought 33 dogs 
w ith harness, five sleighs, some more stores, <fec. Shot “ Weary',” the horse which nearly 
drowned in crossing river on 2nd November. Very th in  and only made one good meal 
for the dogs, which were very hungry. Unloaded boat and pu t stores in company’s 
store-house. Snowing slightly to-day. W riting  report and copying diary for informa
tion of the commissioner up to date. These go down by boat returning to-morrow. No 
news of Wilson, who I  fear, will never be heard of again alive.

Sunday, 7th November.—No work done. W ill camp on Sundays, if possible in the 
future. Boat returned to Dunvegan. One party  of Americans arrived a t Pine R iver 
on. our trail.

Monday, 8th November.— Made dumplings of flour and grease for the dogs. H ad  
about four hour’s talk w ith Indians this p.m. re country, and w ith Napoleon 
Thomas, a Half-breed Iroquois, as to going as hunter. I  offered him $75 a  month, and 
if he gets back under five months, his pay will be increased to $90 a month. H is 
average hun t for the w inter five months amounts to $500 w orth of furs. H e will come 
if he can arrange about his children being taken care of. R eport says he is the best 
hun ter in the district. H is brother, Duncan, wanted $90 a month and $5 ex tra  for 
each moose he killed. “ M ontigue,” the chief of the “ Beavers,” came in w ith four men, 
and I had a long talk w ith them. They all have to be fed and given some tobacco 
according to the custom of the country, before discussing anything. H ard isty  and Joe 
Nooskeyhay took the dogs to an island about half a  mile up the river, and will keep 
them there and make bannocks for feed.

Tuesday, 9th November.—H ired Tom Sinclair to go through as dog driver, &c. 
G unn reports him as an A l man. H e worked for the governm ent a t Lake of the 
Woods and for the company as boatman, <fec. H is wages will be $45 a month. All 
these men are to be brought back via the coast. They would not consent to being left 
to come back overland. ' Snow last night, b u t nearly all gone.
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W ednesday, 10th November.—Snow, last night, bu t Indians say “ w inter is not 
yet.” “ Dick Eggs ” came in to-day and I  engaged him a t $75 a m onth as guide. This 
amount will be paid as long as he acts guide, but if I  have to hire others a t Sylvester or 
elsewhere, his pay will then be cut down one-half. I  am to take him through and send 
him b ick  here via the coast and Edmonton, if I cannot send him back direct w ith a 
party. These are the only term s I  can get him on, and he is the only one who knows 
the passes through the mountains. We go by Half-way R iver to F ort Graham and 
thence to Sylvester. H e says there is no chance of taking horses through the mountains 
now, too late in the year, snowing.

Thursday, 11th November.—W e helped Gunn to draw up the big boat out of the 
river. R epairing dog harness and getting things made for trip, snowing.

Friday, 12th November.—Shot blind mare to feed dogs and make dried m eat for 
them. No fish here. The 100 pounds dried meat from Regina was fed on the way up 
from Dunvegan. No dried moose to be had. Heavy snow storm.

Saturday, 13th November.— W orking on dog harness, (fee. Snowing all day. 
N early blinded by smoke in teepee. A t night had to bandage our eyes.

Sunday, 14th November.— Fine bright day. Indians came in this p.m. with 
sleighs, moccasins, <tc. R iver closing fast.

Monday, 15th November.— Making shafts for sleighs for horses. Fine day. Pack
ing supplies for transport. W omen working on clothing. R iver closing fast.

Tuesday, 16th November.— H eavy snow storm and rough day. Bought bull from 
the company and killed him to make dried m eat for dogs. Got 175 pounds of dried 
meat and two feeds for dogs out of him. I  have to keep a t least 14 or 15 of the best 
horses for sleighs and to kill a t the mountains, and the rest are thin, and very little  
m eat on them. Sold Pinto, pony, to Dick Egg for $40 to go against his pay.

W ednesday, 17th November.— Napoleon returned from camp to-night. H e is still 
uncertain about going with us, as he says his children are sick. I  hope to get him, but 
will not w ait a fter things are ready. Two men looking for birch for snowshoes. I t  is 
hard work getting  Indians to do anything, and they cannot be hurried like white men. 
Snowing hard and rough day. H auling wood for camp. I  got a bad toss from sleigh 
upsetting against a hidden log, coming down hill ; was sitting  on the load to steer and 
was throw n about 15 feet h itting  my head against a green log lying in the snow. 
N othing worse than  a shaking up and loss of some skin. W orking on shafts, sleighs, (fee.

Thursday, 18th November.— W ork getting  on slowly. Snowing hard. I t  seems 
endless work, b u t there is no use starting  out until everything is in order, and I  can 
only keejp on hoping for the best. W eather also may change for the better with change 
in the moon, and the snow is very light for sleighing yet. Gave Napoleon medicine for 
his children. Ice running to day. Very stiff in my neck and shoulders from fall.

Friday, 19th November.—Fine brigh t day. H ard  frost. Shafts finished to-day. 
Killed a horse which I  took in trade for a small bay mare, and dried the best parts for 
dogs. Napoleon’s children much better and he has decided to go w ith me. H e got 
wood for two pairs snowshoes to-day. W omen working on snowshoes. W orking on 
sleighs and horse collars. Four of the Americans came over on the ice to-day. Made 
ou t contracts for men to sign.

Saturday, 20th November.— Snowing in morning. A fternoon fine. W e hauled 
17 loads wood w ith the dogs this afternoon (5 of us including Gunn). The rest working 
on sleighs, <fcc. Cold.

Sunday, 21st November.—42° below zero last night.
Monday, 22nd November.— One horse “ Stick in the mud ” died last night. I t  was 

not frozen hard when found, and was cut up for dog feed. W orking on collars, (fee., 
“ Joe  Moosekeyah ” sick.
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Tuesday, 23rd November.—Three teams hauling wood. W orking on harness, »fcc. 
Fine, but cold. M ilder towards evening.

W ednesday, 24th November.— Uusual work. Mild. F rank  Lafferty got nasty 
bite on left w rist from a dog. I  cauterized i t  and dressed it.

Thursday, 25th November.—H auling wood. Sleighs finished. Killed another 
horse which would not have wintered. Two men looking up horses. Cold day. Snow
ing slightly. W orking on sleigh covers, collars, &c. F rank ’s w rist doing well, dressed 
i t  afresh.

Friday, 26th November.— L ast night very cold. Coldest yet this winter. Packing 
things to be left behind and others to be sent back. Two men out for horses. Killed 
chestnut horse for dry meat. V ery sharp to-day. H auled two loads of wood. F rank ’s 
wrist doing well.

Saturday, 27th November.— Usual work. Killed horse to make dried meat. A bout 
30° below, bu t fine. H auling wood this p.m.

H udson’s Bay Company Post,
F ort St. John, 

Peace River.

J .  D. M OODIE,
Inspector.



APPENDIX 0.
P A T R O L  R E P O R T  T. W. C H A L M E R S, D.L.S. A N D  P A R T Y  OF PO LIC E, 

EDM ON TO N  TO P E A C E  R IV E R  1897.

F o r t  S a s k a t c h e w a n , 11th November. 1897.

S i r ,— I  have the honour to subm it the following report on the trip  taken by me in 
connection w ith the Lesser Slave Lake Patrol.

In  accordance w ith instructions received from the Chief Engineer of the N orth-west 
Government, I  left Edm onton on the 9th Sept., 1897, the party  consisting of the 
following members :— Corporal Macdonald, Constable Keays and packer and guide, D. 
Noyes.

W e had 10 horses, five belonging to the packer, three to the N. W. M. Police and 
two of mine. In  order to relieve the pack horses as long as possible, we took two carts.

My instructions were to go to Lesser Slave Lake via the ruins of F o rt Assiniboine, 
following a tra il shown on the plan as running north for about 30 miles, then to strike 
westerly along the hills, so as to come out a t the west end of Lesser Slave Lake for the pur
pose of reporting upon the feasibility of constructing a wagon road across th a t country, 
and to re tu rn  by a route which struck south from the Narrows of Slave Lake for about 
20 miles, then as nearly as possible in a stra igh t line to the junction of the Macleod 
w ith the A thabasca River.

I  followed the main road through R iver Qui Barre to Lac La Nonne. This is a 
good road and requires no work until w ithin about 2 miles of the Jake, where it  will be 
advisable to go stra igh t down to the Pem bina River, as the point a t which the ford is 
situated a t present would not be a good place for a ferry.

From the Pembina R iver to the crossing of the A thabasca there has been a road 
cut out which has been pre tty  badly filled up in places by fallen timber, which can be 
easily cleared.

We carried a piece of oiled cotton which we soon, on arrival a t the A thabasca, con
verted into a boat w ith which we crossed the river, swimming the horses.

I  found it  would be impossible to take the carts any farther, and left them here 
w ith some other things we thought we could get cn without.

A  young Indian  volunteered to accompany us for a day after leaving the Pembina, 
and finding th a t he was a good axeman, and knowing th a t we would make much better 
time by engaging him, I  did so a t 820 per month, supplying his own horse.

As I  was off trails most of the time there was a good deal of chopping, and pack 
horses are far more difficult to drive, I  soon saw the wisdom of having engaged him.

W e crossed the A thabasca R iver on the 16th September and got out about 4 miles 
on our road.

I t  was desired by the Chief Engineer th a t I  would strike nearly westerly until 
south of the narrows, and then go north, this had been described to him as the best 
course to take, I  found th a t in order to go through a country th a t would be good for 
road building, i t  would be necessary to sk irt a long strip  of muskeg and go more into the 
hills then had been anticipated.

The Indians told me on arrival a t Slave Lake, those who had been there, th a t it 
was an impassable country except through a strip  which we had followed. I  came
upon a tra il a t Swan R iver which I  followed for about 6 miles, bu t as it  was going too
far east for my course, I  left i t  and took a course more to the westward, strik ing Lesser 
Slave Lave about 20 miles easterly from the Narrows. W hen the road is finally located, 
I  expect from w hat I  observed as I  came along, th a t will probably be brought 
to the lake shore about 10 miles below the Narrows.

I  never saw a country before, the surface of which is so rugged, through which so
good a road can be built a t such a small expense. There will be no heavy grades, and
very little  soft ground to be corduroyed.

Some small rivers and creeks will require bridges, bu t as there is plenty of tim ber 
a t hand it  will cause very little  delay. The larger rivers, Swan and D rift Pile, are
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broad with wide bars and will have to be forded. As they rise in the low hills, the 
flood can only last a short time.

Ferries should be pu t on the Pembina and A thabasca Rivers.
I  missed Inspector Snyder and his party  by only a few hours, along the south shore 

of Lesser Slave Lake. H e had followed down the shore of the lake and taken the tra il 
I  had crossed on the Swan River, which had crossed the  river about four miles up from 
where I  did, and kept a course parallel and very cluse to one taken by me across 
country, and had again come upon my tra il 20 miles or so from F o rt Assiniboine.

I  had never heard of the hunting trail th a t he had followed back, and had there
fore gone on the one shown until I  got to where I  was instructed  to tu rn  off. The fact 
of this tra il having been taken by a hunter (Kin-a-Sayo), who had been in these hills a 
good deal, is the best recommendation, and following so near the course taken by me, 
supported by Mr. Snyder’s report, convinces me th a t the general course taken by me 
will be the best for a road. H ad I  been able to telegraph headquarters on my arrival 
a t Lesser Slave Lake, after being told of the country lying south, and having seen the 
nature of it, I  would have asked to be allowed to re tu rn  by the way I  had gone and 
locate the road finally, thus saving much time. Of my return  tr ip  I  have only to say 
th a t from Slave Lake south to Snipe Lake, by keeping along on the west side of an 
enormous muskeg the country is exceedingly good, a great pa rt of it  being open prairie, 
also th a t part from Macleod R iver to Lake St. Ann, bu t the rest of the trip , about 150 
miles, is composed of irregular hills and muskegs, most of the hills now being covered 
with windfall and brule, as are also the muskegs where they are not too wet to burn.

This would not be a suitable country for a road.
I  came into the Sturgeon Lake trail 20 miles from the junction of the Macleod and 

A thabasca Rivers. W e met one outfit of two miners w ith 19 pack horses, about 15 
miles from the forks. They had been a few days over the  month out from Edmonton. 
They had drowned one horse in the A thabasca and lost two others.

On our return  we forded both the Macleod and A thabasca R ivers a t their junction.
D uring the trip  one of my horses was staked in the Deer H ills, and I  was obliged 

to leave him there ; one of the police horses got a bad bruise over the hoof, and as we were 
afraid it  would never get back, I  advised Corporal MacdoDald to trade i t  for another, 
which he did.

I  got another horse to replace the one I  had left a t Slave Lake to  complete our 
number. On our return  another police horse gave out a t  Paddle R iver and was left 
there. They were all p re tty  well used up on reaching Lake St. Ann, the travelling 
having been rough and not much substance in the feed.

On the road i t  is proposed to follow, there is plenty of feed and good water.
I  passed a beautiful lake in the Deer Mountains, which the Indians say has 

plenty of trou t in it. I  believe this, as fish were jum ping for flies all over the  lake. 
I t  is about eight miles by two, and is not shown on any map I  have seen.

The trip  lasted from 9th September to the 7th November.
I  hired a horse a t Lac St. A nn and rode in, getting  to Edm onton on the  n ight of 

the 5th.
Before concluding this report I  wish to sta te  th a t all of the members of the party  

worked willingly, and did all in their power to make the trip  as successful and expedi
tious as possible. I f  a policeman should be sent out along the road as the work 
proceeds I  would be very glad to have Corp. Macdonald, who I  would be pleased to 
have share ray tent.

I t  is only necessary to state th a t Dan Noyes upheld the reputation he has gained 
as a packer and guHe in the Rocky Mountains, where he spends most of his tim e acting 
in th a t capacity with hunting parties and explorers.

I  have the honour to be, sir,
Y our obedient servant,

The Officer Commanding T. W. C H A L M E R S, D. E. & S.
N orth-west Mounted Police,

F o rt Saskatchewan.



REPORT OF CORPORAL MACDONALD. 199

R E P O R T  O F C O R PO R A L M ACDONALD.

The Officer Commanding
North-west M ounted Police, 

F o rt Saskatchewan.

E d m o n t o n , 10th November, 1897.

S ir ,— I  have the honour to subm it for your information the following report of the 
Slave Lake patrol :—

On the 9th of September, w ith Constable Keays, I  left Edmonton with 
three horses and two Red R iver carts to accompany Mr. Chalmers, D.L.S., to Slave 
Lake. A t St. A lbert we were joined by Dan Noyes, w ith one saddle and four pack 
horses, and spent the rem ainder of the day fixing carts, pack saddles, &c. On the 10th 
we left St. A lbert w ith two carts, ten  horses and six pack saddles, reaching the Pembina 
River, near Lac La Nonne, on the 12th. Our im pedimenta was crossed in a canoe and 
the horses forded. Leaving this point on the 13th we proceeded to the A thabasca, a t a 
point about four miles below F o rt Assiniboine, which we reached on the 15th, following 
the old H udson’s Bay cart trail. This tra il has not been used for years and is obstructed 
w ith b u rn t and fallen timber, which made travelling very slow.

A t the A thabasca we were obliged to discard our carts, camp-stoves and other 
camping outfit, which we could not pack, leaving them in a shack near the river. W e 
crossed the river in a boat constructed of our waterproof wagon cover on the 16th, and 
travelled down the river a few miles, where we struck the old tra il to Slave Lake, 'th is 
we travelled for about th irty  or forty miles and then struck off north-west, trying to 
strike “ The N arrow s” a t Slave Lake in as short a distance as possible.

The country through which we now travelled was mostly timber, w ith here and 
patches of scrub and prairie, and which had, to all appearances, never been traversed 
before, through which we had to cut a tra il for our pack horses.

Our progress was necessarily very slow ; many days we did not travel more than 
three miles, although the country was a very good one to travel, there being no very 
bad muskegs. On the 6th October the party reached Slave Lake, striking a t a point 
about tw enty miles east of “ The Narrow s.”

The country through which we travelled from the A thabasca to Slave Lake abounds 
w ith moose and caribou and for the most part seems never to have been hunted by 
either Indians or whites. I t  is watered by a number of small creeks, which on the south 
side of the Deer M ountains empty into the Athabasca, and on the north side into Swan 
R iver and Slave Lake. Constable Keays and myself prospected these streams for gold, 
b u t found no sign. W e washed out, however, black sand, similar to th a t on the 
Saskatchewan. W e found also lignite coal, much the same as th a t found in the 
Edmonton district. The tim ber throughout the country is jackpine. several 
varieties of spruce, tamarac, balsam, cottonwood and poplar. The soil from the A tha
basca to Deer M ountains is gravel and loam, in from the Deer M ountains to Slave Lake 
is loam, and well adapted for agricultural purposes. W ater is plentiful and good, no 
alkali, and feed is good in places.

In  the immediate vicinity of Slave Lake hay grows in abundance, there being 
thousands of tons uncut along its shores. I f  a m arket were easily accessible this would 
be a splendid place for ranchers. Potatoes and oats are the chief agricultural produc
tions, the former being the best as the soil is light and better adapted to the growing 
of roots than  of vegetables.

The inhabitants are, except H udson’s Bay Company people and missionaries, 
although ccflled Indians, Half-breeds, most of them having white blood. They are  
im provident ; hunting very little  except when compelled to by hunger, and gaining 
a livelihood by fishing and raising small patches of potatoes about ten feet square. 
Their best fishing season is during October, when the whitefish (which are the principal 
fish in the lake) are spawning and they seem not to know or to care th a t if persisted in such 
a course will eventually exterm inate the fish. They do not like the advent of whites 
nto their country and their bête noire is the police. They could, before the Chemoginis 

(police) appeared, obtain whiskey semi-occasionally, bu t since the detachm ent has been
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stationed a t Slave Lake they have had to confine themselves to ginger and other extracts. 
The appearance of the police parties last w inter and this summer has added to their anxiety 
about their hunting grounds, and they want to know w hat the governm ent is going to give 
them  for opening up the country between Slave Lake and the “ Big R iver,” which they 
claim to be theirs. There are, I  believe, one or two more intelligent than  their brethren 
■who desire the police and the enforcement of the laws against whiskey, prairie fires and 
poison, but these are very few. One Indian, Kin-e-Sayo (the fish) was deposed from his 
position of chief for favouring the police coming into the country and the exclusion of 
whiskey and other reforms of a like character. The H udson’s Bay factor a t Slave Lake 
appears to think there will be trouble with the Slave Lake Indians and those farther 
north if the government open up the country.

W ild swan, geese and duck are in abundance on the lake a t this season.
On the 9th of October the party  left the H udson’s Bay post and crossed the narrows 

and travelled south west to Snipe Lake, a body of w ater of about eighty square miles, 
situated about fifty miles west of south from Slave Lake, which is frequented by swan, 
geese and ducks. One Ind ian  is the sole inhab itan t of this part. The country for about 
tw enty miles north is covered with heavy timber, spruce and jack pine w ith occasional 
clumps of poplar, and would make a fine tim ber lim it were there any facilities to convey 
the logs to mill or market.

Leaving Snipe Lake on the 14th we struck off the tra il and travelled south-east 
through light timber, scrub and brûlé. W e struck an old tra il going south. This we 
followed for three days and as it turned west we struck off south-east again through a 
poor country covered with dense brûlés and giving us a  lot of hard work to cut a trail. 
A fte r 14 days cutting  through brûlé and fallen timber, we struck the Sturgeon trail 
about tw enty miles from the mouth of the Macleod, arriving a t the A thabasca on the 
29th of October and forded both rivers.

The country between Snipe Lake and the A thabasca is worthless for any purpose. 
We saw no sign of game except a few beaver-dams on one or two small rivers. W e pro
spected the creeks for gold and found nothing bu t black sand, lignite coal was found in 
some of the creeks and in the Sparrowhawk River, which empties into the A thabasca 
about eight miles above the mouth of the Macleod.

D uring the trip  we met with no other parties, except two Californians whom we 
met a t Sparrowhawk Creek and who were bound for the Klondike, w ith 19 horses 
packed.

On the trip  up, the horse which Const. Keays was riding got stuck in a muskeg with 
one of its legs in the stirrup and the leggedero had to be cu t in order to get it  up.

A bout ten days before we reached Slave Lake, one of our pack horses (Mr. Chal
mers) got snagged in a muskeg and had to be left behind.

A t Slave Lake I  was obliged to trade off one of our Governm ent horses, No. 32, as 
i t  had sore feet, was th in  and could not stand the trip  back. I  obtained in exchange 
a very old pack-horse th a t stood the tr ip  back well.

A t Paddle River, about 30 miles from Lake St. Anne, horse No. 34, my own saddle 
horse played out and I  was obliged to leave him behind.

A t Slave Lake I  purchased 24 days’ rations for five men and a t Lake St. A nne six 
days’ rations for the same number.

Mr. Chalmers engaged a Half-breed, P eter Callahoo, a t the Pem bina to accompany 
the party.

I  have the honour to be, sir,

Your obedient servant, •

JN O . A. M A CD O N A LD , Corporal.
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D is t r ib u t io n  S t a t e  o f  t h e  F o r c e ,  d u r i n g  t h e  S u m m e r  o f  1 8 9 7 — Continued.
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D istribution S tate  of the  Force, by Divisions, on 30th November, 1897.
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D is t r ib u t io n * State of the Force by Divisions, on 30th November, 1897— Concluded.
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APPENDIX R.

A N N U A L  R E P O R T  OF A SSISTA N T SU R G EO N  L. A. P A R É , 1897.

M a p l e  C r e e k , 30th November, 1898.

To the Officer Commanding
“ A "  Division, N orth-west M ounted Police.

Maple Creek.

S ir ,— I  have the  honour to tender you my annual report for the year ended this 
date. The general health of the post has been good all through the year.

The sanitary  measures have been carried on w ith the usual care ; disinfectants were 
distributed wherever deemed necessary, once a week a t least, and in hot weather twice a 
week.

There has been one case of well characterized typhoid fever. I  am sorry to have 
to report th a t the patien t succumbed, profound typhoid poisoning causing heart failure. 
The case originated a t Ten-mile, a detachm ent situated some forty miles south-west of 
this post.

There were about the same time a few cases in barracks th a t caused me some 
anxiety, as there were symptoms pointing to possible typhoid cases. Two cases 
especially in  which there were a daily gradual rise of tem perature w ith evening exacer
bations and morning remissions. This state of pyrexeia lasted in one case eleven days, 
in the other nine days, from the day we first began to take observations. In  one case 
there was a slight cold to justify  the high tem perature, in the other I  could not see 
anything besides the high tem perature, which I  may say only reached 103° ; there were 
ciphalalgia, looseness of the bowels (this diarrhoea being the liquid pea soup character
istic diarrhoea) loss of appetite, slight nausea, lassitude, some stupor, the countenance 
presenting a dull listless expression.

One case of typhoid fever has also occurred in the town, the victim, a labourer on 
the Canadian Pacific Railway section, was taken to the Medicine H at hospital, where 
the case also term inated fatally.

The greatest care, I  may say, almost extraordinary care, was taken to prevent the 
spread of the disease in the post, not only was every dejection received in antiseptic 
solution, every piece of linen treated  the same way, and antiseptic solution kept con
stantly  about the ward and in different places in the hospital ; bu t every blanket, every 
article of clothing was boiled, and the whole of them thoroughly fumigated.

This case of fever, a case of sciatica, a few feverish colds were the only medical 
cases of any duration  and gravity we had during the year.

A m ongst the surgical cases there were : A  case of subluxation of the knee, which 
lasted 23 days, a case of fractured ribs, with extensive bruise of the side, the result of 
a horse kick received by special constable Cobell, while hauling fire wood a t his detach
m ent— one case of fractured leg ; a civilian allowed to be treated in hospital, a t the re
quest of several of the citizens ; i t  was a fracture of both the fibula and tibia near the 
lower end of the lower third, three cases of incised wounds, one, th a t of a prisoner 
charged w ith a ttem pt to commit suicide, the cut from about an inch behind and below 
the righ t ear extended toward the median line, presenting a length of over five inches. 
I t  is miraculous it  did not prove fatal, the vessels, even the carotid were exposed, the 
razor seeming to have cu t into the tissues on each side below the le irel of the vessels. The 
prisoner was found in a shack on Maple Creek, in such a sta te  of exhaustion from loss of 
blood, th a t i t  was impossible to move him the same day, even the attem pts to bring him 
to the sitting  posture to dress his wound, causing him to faint. However, after the 
antiseptic dressing of the wound, the adm inistration of stim ulants, and of some light
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nourishing food, (a t first in liquid form), he soon rallied and made a complete recovery 
in a comparatively short time. The average duration for cases of hemorrhoids will per
haps seem in excess of w hat it  ought to be in an outfit of this kind, but is due to the 
case of a prisoner who reached here in a very bad state, the tumors were inflamed, pro
truding and bleeding ; the day after his arrest he could not get up, bu t after a few days 
“ off work,” though his name remained on the sick list, (as he required some treatm ent 
thereby bringing up the average duration) he did work as the rest of the prisoners.

Prisoners greatly help to swell the sick list of this post, for instance, amongst such 
cases : Abraisons (skin of feet), colds and diarrhœa, etc., etc., in the attached schedule, the 
prisioners count for a good percentage, as most of them are of the tram p element and 
come here as a rule after much exposure, long walks, loss of sleep and w ant of food ; 
under such circumstances, even the prison’s fare after the scantiness, and a t times the 
total privation of food for a couple of days a t a time is ap t to bring on gastro-intestinal 
troubles. The attached annual sick report does not contain all the  attendance furnished 
the prisoners, a good many are given medicine when the guard room is visited.

As I  am mentioning the prisoners I  m ust once more draw  a tten tion  to the guard 
room, my predecessor, I  see, in his last annual report, has done so. I  have, myself in 
a special report and in many verbal reports, draw n a tten tion  to the guard room, to the 
w ant of dimensions, of accommodations, to the lack of cubic space and ventilation. 
Should the guard-room th a t has already been commenced be completed, it  v ould be a 
great boon for the prisoners and the men in charge of them, and it  would also be a great 
thing for those who happen to come in hospital, by allowing the removal of the orderly 
room from the hospital. I t  is useless to mention how inconvenient i t  is for all to  have 
the orderly room as it  is now, all in one with the hospital ; i t  is as dangerous to all as it  
is inconvenient and unpleasant. The present guard room is quite out of proportion 
with the number of prisoners we generally have a t this post. There has been to my 
knowledge as many as seventeen in a room th a t has not cubic space for seven. A part 
from the great objection as to cubic space on general hygienic principles, i t  also presents 
some other very objectionable features. I  have many times seen prisoners, tram ps 
brought in a t night, and for w ant of room to pu t them  by themselves until they  had 
their regulation bath  they were placed with the others and reinfected them w ith body 
vermin. A fter a few days the whole process of destroying the pest and their nits had 
to be begun all over.

I  have the honour to be, sir,

Your obedient servant,

L. A. P A R É ,
Assistant Surgeon.
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A nnual Sick R eport of “ A ” Division for year ending 30th November, 1897.

Disease.
Number

of
Cases.

Number
of

Days.

Average
Dur
ation.

Surgeon’s Remarks.

Abscess......................................... 2 2 1 Returned to duty.
Abrasions (skin of feet).......... 4 9 2 i do
B a lan itis ................................... 1 12 12 do
B iliousness............................... 4 6 là do
C onjunctiv itis........................... 2 8 4 do
C ontusions................................. 4 14 3à do
Constipation............................... 4 12 3 do
Cold, bronchial.......................... 5 19 3* do

do feverish............................ 12 47 32 do
Diarrhoea................................. 16 27 1ft do
Fracture leg (tibia and fibula) 1 36 36 Returned home all right ; civilian.

do r ib s ............................. 1 18 18 From horse kick ; returned to duty.
Granular lids.............................. 1 2 2 Returned to duty.

I One case ; that of a prisoner whose name was on 
l the sick list nearly the whole time he was in

Hemorrhoids . . . 4 59 142 ' guard-room, though after the first few days 
( he did work as the other prisoners ; returned 
\  to duty.

Neuralgia..................................... 3 5 IS Returned to duty.
O dontalgia................................. 8 10 U do
S c ia tica ....................................... 1 23 23 do
Sore lip s................ ...................... 2 3 là do
Strains and sprains................... 11 35 3* do
.Subluxation of kn ee................ 1 23 23 do
Venereal veget.......................... 1 5 5 Prisoner ; returned to duty.
Typhoid fe v e r ......................... 1 17 17 Died on 13th September, Ï897
Tonsil it is ..................................... 1 3 3 Returned to duty.
Tonsilitis follicular................. 1 1 1 Prisoner still under treatment.
Wounds, incised........................ 3 28 9J Returned to duty.

Frost b it e .................................... 1 4 4 do

-------#-
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A N N U A L  R E PO R T  OF A SSISTA N T SU R G E O N  S. M. F R A S E R , 1897.

B a t t l e f o b d , 30th November, 1897.

S i r , —I have the honour to subm it to you the annual medical report of “ C ” 
Division for the year ending this date.

The health of the men has been on the whole very good. The longest case in the 
hospital has been th a t of Sergt. Crosthwait, of rheumatism, which has run  a  chronic 
course. H e is now walking around and will very shortly be returned to duty.

EPID EM IC AND ENDEMIC DISEASES IN  T H E  DISTRICT.

D uring the la tte r part of last w inter there were a num ber of cases of scarlatina in 
Battleford and vicinity, generally of a mild nature (while making a  medical inspection 
of the Half-breed houses in South Battleford, I  found cases among children in the last 
stage, th a t of scaling, they not rem aining in the house a day during the period of 
disease.) A  board of health was appointed, and it  is largely due to their energetic 
efforts th a t the spread was curtailed. In  the summer, typhoid fever broke out in 
town, but was confined to 'f iv e  cases, three of'w hich died. A  few cases of fever 
which I  attended a t th a t time appeared not to be true typhoid. The fever ran  a  con
tinuous course, but no definite typhoid symptoms were developed. D iphtheria broke out 
in Saskatoon, which is the nearest point of railway communication w ith Battleford, 
thus i t  seemed probable we would experience an outbreak here, b u t fortunately no 
indication of it occurred.

LATRINE.

9

The sanitary condition of the barracks has been greatly improved by the building 
of a new latrine for the men’s use, constructed on the dry  earth  principle. U p to the  
present i t  has been satisfactory, and will, I  am satisfied, not only be more healthful, b u t 
also less expensive than  the old p it system. The latrine pits were all cleaned and disin
fected this year.

. The comparison between the sanitary condition of the  tow n and barracks is again 
shown by typhoid fever reappearing in the former, the la tte r  being free from it. The 
condition of the town in th a t respect might be vastly improved, b u t as i t  does not come 
under the Unincorporated Towns A ct, there is no one to take the in itiative in such 
m atters.

A ttached is an appendix showing 128 cases.

I  have the honour to be, sir,

Y our obedient servant,

S. M. F R A S E R ,
Assistant Surgeon.
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A n n u a l  Sick R eport for “ C ” Division, Battleford, 26th November, 1897.

Disease.

N
o.

 o
f 

ca
se

s.

N
o.

 o
f 

da
ys

.

A
ve

ra
ge

 d
ur

at
io

n.

Surgeon’s Remarks.

Abcesses......................................................... 4 13 3£ Recovered.
Boils......................................................................... 1 4 4 do
Biliousness........................................................... 10 12 1* do
Cold, bronchial.................................................... 9 9 1 do
do feverish....................................................... 3 6 2 do

Constipation......................................................... 7 7 1 do
Chafe....................................................................... 1 1 1 do
Conjunctivitis.................................................... 4 11 2f do *
Contusions............................................................. 12 38 3$ do
Cramp (abdominal) ......................................... 4 4 1 do
Dyspepsia................................... .......................... 2 2 1 do
Diarrhcea.............................................................. 15 15 1 do
Earache................................................................... 2 5 24 do
Eczema............. ...................................................... 1 8 8 do
Frost-bite........... ■.................................................. 1 1 1 do
Gonorrhoea.......................................................... 1 8 8 do
Hæmorrhoids....................................................... 1 1 1 do
Inflamed gum s........................  ......................... 1 3 3 do

do thigh..................................................... 1 5 5 do
Impacted cerum en............................................ 4 4 1 do
Jaundice................................................................. 1 2 2 do
L a ry n g itis .......... .............................................. 1 1 1 do
Lumbago......................................................... 4 14 34 do
Lumbar pains..........................  .........................
Neuralgia...............................................................

1
2

2
3

2
14

do

Odontalgia............................................ .............. 4 4 l Extraction and duty.
O r c h it is ....................................... ........................ 1 24 24 Recovered.
Pleuro-pneumonia...................... 1 12 12 do
Pleuritis................................................................. 1 20 20 do
R h eu m atism ............................................. , . . . . 1 78 78 Under treatment ; nearly recovered.
Sciatica .. ......................................................... 1 1 1 Recovered.
Synovitis. . .......................................................... 3 20 68 do
Sprains................................................ .................. 8 25 3$ do
Tonsilitis............................................................... 4 6 14 do
Wounds ..................................................... .. 5 20 4 do
Tumors, sebaceous. . . . . .  ................... 1 7 7 Removal and recovery.

15— 14
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A N N U A L  R E P O R T  OF A SSISTA N T SU R G E O N  C. S. H A U L T A IN , 1897.

Fort Macleod, 2nd December, 1897.

Sir,—I  have the honour to forward the annual sick report of “ D ” Division for 
the year ended 30th November, 1897.

D uring the two preceding years, I  was able to record for this division an entire 
absence of “ Continued fever or infectious disease.”

In  the last twelve months we have had some cases of the nature  of both of these, 
bu t as will be shown, very few in comparison w ith th a t amongst civilians in the district. 
Of members of the police there have been three cases of typhoid fever, all w ith good 
recovery, whilst this disease has been quite prevalent throughout the  fall in the surround
ing country, w ith several deaths. Of those cases amongst our men a sergeant and a 
constable were taken ill a t P incher Creek and a staff-sergeant a t  S tand Off. W e had 
one constable in hospital w ith Rotheln (German measles) who was much debilitated 
from th roat complications, bu t by careful isolation during the infectious period no other 
member of the command took the infection.

There was quite an epidemic of this disease throughout the neighbourhood during 
the early w inter months of the year. A  prom inent feature was the almost constant 
association of glandular swellings of the throat, rendering many cases severe and pro
tracted. Some few cases simulated scarlet fever, and on 14th A ugust I  was ordered 
to the Mormon settlem ent of Cardston to investigate as to a reported outbreak of scarlet 
fever there, and to take the necessary steps for preventing its spread.

I  found a number of cases of Rotheln, mostly amongst children, b u t no scarlet 
fever. Directions as to disinfection, keeping of the children from school, etc., were 
posted up in the stores and the disease soon died out. I  did not hear of any cases of 
this disease amongst the Indians, though some of the whites about the reserves had it.

One constable bad a severe attack  of facial erysipelas, and I  heard of several cases 
of this amongst the Bloods about the same time.

The above completes the number of cases of continued fever and infectious disease 
in the  division.

D uring the period in which typhoid fever was prevalent, the latter p a rt of August, 
September and October, there was also a large am ount of sickness of a febrile nature. 
A  small num ber of our men had this, bu t I  learnt from the different surgeons engaged 
to a ttend  the labourers on the construction line of the Crow’s N est Railroad th a t many 
were affected. The duration of these cases of Febricula ranged usually from one to two 
weeks, some of them being accompanied by gastro-intestinal and other symptoms of 
general disturbance. There is a popular tendency to class all these disorders under one 
name, such as mountain fever, and to consider them peculiar to the country. This is 
misleading, as is also the fallacy th a t there is a m alarial influence a t  work because chills 
or rigours are not uncommon.

I  can again record th a t I  have seen no case of malarial fever.
H eavy rains washed the snow out of the mountains early in the summer and filled 

up many depressions th a t have not contained w ater for some years. A  prolonged dry 
period following this caused low, stagnant water, and the creeks to become shallow and 
sluggish. The probable cause and effect is suggested .by these circumstances.

I  regret to have to record the death, from cerebral hæmorrhage, of Reg. No. 2229 
Corporal Hatfield, on the night of 24th Dec., 1896. H e had been taken into hospital 
the day before. A report of his case was forwarded to you a t  the time.

Of surgical cases there have also been an unusual number, particularly  of severe 
sprains and strains of joints, which are habitually slow in recovery.
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Const. G rabill had a wagon loaded w ith coal pass over his chest, when near 
P incher Creek. I  w ent out and saw him, w ith Dr. Mead. In  less than  a month he 
was team ing again and suffered no perm anent injuries.

To make mention of fu rther special cases would unduly lengthen this report.
I  wish to point out th a t we have had, during the year, a t different periods, a 

number of men in hospital, whose illness was of such a nature as to require an unusual 
am ount and variety of extras in the  way of diet, etc.

The loss in weight of some men, entailed protracted convalescence.
To add to this, many cases amongst prisoners in the guard-house required hospital 

extras. Two women had to be treated  in hospital, one who had typhoid requiring a 
female nurse for two weeks. Such patients as these do not appear in my monthly 
returns or in the list a t the end of the year. The issue of alcoholic stim ulants, drugs 
and extras during the year is an indication of the unusual class of cases treated.

I  wish to specially bring to your notice th a t the present accommodation in the guard
house is altogether unsuitable for female prisoners, w hether undergoing sentence or 
simply aw aiting trial.

One, a squaw, detained as a witness, attem pted suicide w ith a strap  from her 
clothing. She was discovered in tim e and restoratives given.

A nother squaw was taken in labour a t night and removed, also ju s t in time, to a 
suitable house.

A nother developed facial erysipelas and was treated  in hospital.
The Ind ian  prisoner “ Charcoal ” was kept for four months in the guard-room, w ith 

one man constantly w atching him, as i t  was not thought safe to pu t him in a cell. H e 
required a great deal of a tten tion  a t times in order to induce him to eat and sleep. H e 
w ent to his execution with fortitude on 16th March, death being practically instantaneous.

The detachm ents have been visited by me, and reports given to the commanding 
officer. On several occasions I  w ent to Pincher Creek to give assistance to A cting 
A ssistant Surgeon Mead, when he had some serious cases amongst the men on th a t 
detachm ent.

The bed bug pest has been successfully combatted this year in the barrack-rooms, 
as well as in the outpost buildings, by free fumigation. W ithout the plentiful use of 
sulphur some of the buildings would have-been unendurable.

The new latrine, now almost completed, promises to be an untold improvement, 
especially for the winter.

W e have now on hand a good stock of drugs, and the quality supplied by R. B. 
Barnes is always reliable.

Twenty-three non-com. officers and men have been examined for re-engagement.
Fourteen recruits have been examined, of which num ber nine were accepted.
A  large num ber of men volunteered for service in the Yukon, the majority being 

sound, b u t a special selection had to be made from these as the number required was 
limited.

The medical journals received are very acceptable, B raithw aites’ Retrospect being a 
valuable addition introduced this year.

Reg. No. 2818 Constable H allam  took over the duties of hospital orderly in Ju ly , 
and has been careful and economical in the culinary departm ent.

Reg. No. 2991 Sergt. Morris, who has been here just a year, has been a t all times 
reliable and atten tive  to his duties.

I  have the honour to be, sir,

Y our obedient servant,

The Commissioner
N orth-west M ounted Police. 

Regina.
15— 14£

C. S. H A U L T A IN ,
Assistant Surgeon.
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A nnual Sick R eport of “ D ” Division for the  Y ear ended 30th November, 1837.

Disease.
Number

of
Cases.

Number
of

Days.

Average
duration

on
Daily Sick 

Report.

Surgeon’s Remarks.

Surgical Cases.

Abscess (neck)............................. 1 36 36 Recovered, returned to duty.
A d en it is ....................................... 1 43 43 do do
Cerebral hemorrhage................ 1 2 2 Died.
Corneal ulceration..................... 1 7 7 Recovered, returned to duty.
Corns. ......................................... 1 90 90 Special duty.
Derm atitis (sculp)...................... 1 11 11 Recovered, returned to duty.
Dislocations.................................. 1 2 2 do do
Erysipelas (facial).................... 1 32 32 do do
Fractures.................................. . . 3 62 20§

10f
do do

G onorrhœa.................................. 6 65 do do
Hæmorrhoids ............................ 4 29 71 do do
Herpes Zoster............................. 1 8 8 do • do
Lymphangitis............................ 1 2 2 do do
Oedœma (eyelids)...................... 1 6 6 do do
O phthalm ia................................. 8 44 54 do do
Orchitis......................................... 4 80 20 do do
Sprains and strains.................. 22 212 21 recovered,returned to d u ty ,l office duty only.
Tooth extractions.................... 12 12 i M edicine and duty.
Urticaria (skin).......................... 1 5 5 Recovered, returned to duty.
Wounds and contusions.......... 30 253 29 recovered, returned to duty, 1 still indoor

Medical Cases.

A phasia......................................... 1 53 53

• duty.

D uty in the post.
Biliousness ................................. 10 23 2 ft Recovered, returned to duty.
Colic ........................................... 4 4 1 Medicine and duty.
Constipation............................... 1 1 1 do
Coughs and colds...................... 25 41 l  H Recovered, retu n ed  to duty.
Diarrhœa...................................... 4 4 l Medicine and duty.
Earache......................................... 1 1 l do
Febricula.................................... 6 48 8 Recovered, returned to duty.
Headache...................................... 4 5 U Medicine and duty.
Influenza...................................... 11 52 4 ft Recovered, returned to duty.
Insom nia...................................... 3 6 2 do do
Laryngitis................................... 1 2 2 do do
Lumbago...................................... 3 3 1 Medicine and duty.
M y a lg ia ....................................... 5 17 3g Recovered, returned to duty.
Nasal Cattarrh........................... 2 2 1 Medicine and duty.
Neuralgia...................................... 1 1 1 do
Palpitation of heart . ___
“ P yrexia” ...................................

1 6 6 Recovered, returned to duty.
1 176 176

Quinsv......................................... 2 19 9 4 do do
Rheumatism, articular. . . . . . 3 67 2 2 4 2 recovered, returned to duty, 1 left the force.

do muscular............ 3 24 8 1 do do 1 sent to Regina
R otheln......................................... 1 45 45 Recovered, returned to duty.
Scalded feet................................. 4 10 2 4 do do
S ciatica ......................................... 1 17 17 Sent to Banff, recovered, returned to duty.
Sore l ip s ....................................... 2 7 3 4 Recovered, returned to duty.
Sore t h r o a t ................................. 4 4 1 Medicine and duty.
Sunstroke (slight)....................... 1 1 1 Recovered, returned to duty.
Toothache..................................... 5 7 1 Î Medicine and duty.
Typhoid F ever...........................
V ertig o .........................................

3 138 46 Recovered, returned to duty.
1 1 1 Medicine and duty.



APPENDIX. U.

A N N U A L  R E P O R T  OF A SSIST A N T  SU R G E O N  G. P. BELL, 1897.

R e g in a , 1st December, 1897.

Sir,— I  have the honour to subm it the annual medical report of Depot Division for 
the year ended 30th November, 1897.

The general health  of the men during the year has been good, although several 
cases necessitated a prolonged stay in hospital.

On 4th Dec. Reg. No. 2004, Constable M., when driving the w ater cart, slipped and 
fell, one runner of the sleigh passing over the right elbow jo in t caasing a severe contusion. 
On 12th Jan . he had regained perfect use of the limb.

On 10th Jan . Reg. No. 3026, Constable G. was kicked by ahorse on the right upper 
arm which resulted in paralysis of the extensor muscles of the fore-arm, with consider
able wasting. No improvem ent taking place under ordinary treatm ent, a combined 
electric battery  was asked for, and forwarded from O ttawa. On testing the limb, no 
response could be obtained w ith the faradic current, and only feeble sluggish contraction 
w ith a strong galvanic current, but after two months electrical treatm ent considerable 
improvement had taken  place and the man was returned to duty  as stable orderly on 
26th May. T reatm ent was however continued for a fu rther period of three weeks, and I  
am pleased to record th a t perfect recovery ensued.

On 4th A pril Reg. No. 3089, Constable M. was sent in from detachm ent suffering 
from crushed fingers caused by a heavy cask falling upon his hand, the term inal phalanx 
of the middle finger and the tips of the first and th ird  fingers being torn  away. 
Suppuration beneath the palm followed, bu t eventually he was returned to duty w ith a 
useful hand.

Reg. No. 2855, Corporal H , when on leave in England, was kicked by a horse in 
the upper p a rt of the righ t thigh, forming a hæmatoma which eventually suppurated. H e 
reached Regina on 2nd September, seventeen days after the accident, and was adm itted 
to hospital. The abscess was opened, and a large am ount of pus evacuated, being 
deeply seated between the muscles of the thigh. For a few days there was considerable 
constitutional disturbance, and he made very slow progress, however the wound finally 
healed satisfactorily.

Several other accidents of less severity made good recovery.
Th’ere have been two cases of typhoid fever during the year, Reg. No. 3146, Const. 

E., taken ill on detachm ent, was sent in to headquarters hospital on 17th April, and 
special Const. P., who resides outside the barracks, on 9th September. In  the former, 
although the in itial symptoms were severe, the case progressed favourably to recovery. 
The latter, an apparently mild attack, ran through a normal course, bu t as recovery was 
taking place, a  relapse of some severity occurred. The case a t one time was grave, and 
the issué seemed doubtful. I  am, however, pleased to say the man is now convalescent 
and able to do some light duty.

I  regret to record two deaths as having taken place in the Division. Reg. No 
3112, Const. Glend, died from thoracic aneurism on 30th May, and Reg. No. 3008, 
Const. Montague, from peritonitis on 14th September.

No men had been invalided during the year.
Fifty-seven applicants to join the force were examined, and nineteen men were 

examined for re-engagement.
The guard-room has been visited daily, and forty-nine civilian prisoners treated, in 

addition to seven who were adm itted to hospital.
Sanitary inspections of the post have been made weekly, and reports forwarded to 

the officer commanding.
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The drugs supplied during the year have been satisfactory.
Sergeant J . F. Stew art took over the duties of hospital stew ard on 22nd September, 

and has been most reliable and attentive.

I  have the honour to be, sir,

Your obedient servant,

The Commissioner
N. W . M. Police, 

Regina,

G. PE A R S O N  B ELL,
Assistant Surgeon.
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Anxual Sick R eport of

Diseases.

A b scesses..........................................
A lcoholism .........................
A lopecia..............................................
A neurism ..................................
Balanitis..............................................
B iliousness.. ....................................
Bile of dog..........................................
Bitstered heel....................................
B o ils ....................................................
B ronch itis..........................................
Broncho-pneumonia.......................
B u rn s..................................................
C arbuncle..........................................
Carious T eeth .. .....................
Chafes..................................................
Colic.....................................................
Colds and coughs.............................
Concussion of brain........................
Conjunctivitis...................................
Constipation...........................  , . . .
Contusions..........................................
Corns....................................................
Crushed fingers.................................
D eb ility ..............................................
Diarrhoea...........................................
D yspepsia ..........................................
Enteric fever.....................................
E czem a..............................................
Fracture, clavicle.............................

do metacarpal b o n e ........
F rostb ites...............................  J ■
Gonorrhoea.................................
Gout.....................................................
Hammer foe ................. ....................
Haemorrhoids...................................
Headache....................... ................
Influenza.............................................
Jau n d ice ............................................
Lumbago............................................
Minor injuries.................................
M yalg ia ............................................
N euralgia..........................................
Old gunshot wound..................
Paralysis, forearm.................................
Peritonitis ...........................................
P hlebitis........... .....................................
Pruritus....................................................
Pyrexia.....................................................

Sciatica......................................................
Sore lip s . . .  ...........................................
do throat...............................................

Sprains and strains...............................
Sting of in s e c t .......................................
Stricture, urethral.......... - ................
Suppurating hæmatoma......................
Sunburn .................................................
Synovitis.................................................
T onsilitis,................................................
T oothache...............................................
V e rt ig o ..................................................
V om iting................................................
Wounds, punctured, lacerated, &c.

Depot Division, Regina, for the year ended 30th 
November, 1897.
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Surgeon’s Remarks.

4 63 15J Recovered and returned to duty.
2 6 3 do do
1 31 31 do do
1 23 23 Died.
1 3 3 Recovered and returned to duty.
8 9 H do do
1 8 8 do do
1 1 1 do do
3 25 8 | do do
1 6 6 do do
1 36 36 do do
1 24 24 do do
1 9 9 do do
6 6 1 do do
7 21 3 do do
7 10 i l do do

46 104 2 | do do
1 5 5 do do
4 6 l i do do
4 4 l do do

24 144 6 do do
2 4 2 do do
2 79 394 do do
3 20 63 do do

19 24 l | do do
1 1 1 do do
2 143 714 do do
2 7 4 do do
1 34 34 do do
1 15 15 Still under treatment.
4 6 H Recovered and returned to duty.
1 26 26 do do
1 6 6 do do
1 1 1 do do
1 2 2 do do
9 9 1 do do
7 42 6 do do
1 22 22 do do
3 3 1 do do

11 57 H do do
3 4 14 do do
4 32 8 do do
1 15 15 do do
1 136 136 do do
1 17 17 Died.
1 6 6 Recovered and returned to duty.
1 1 1 dc do
5 45 9 do do
7 84 12 One still under treatment.
1 1 1 Recovered and returned to duty.
2 3 14 do do
7 12 l | do do

18 102 5 | do do
1 6 6 do do
1 9 9 do do
1 65 65 do do
1 2 2 do do
1 12 12 do do
1 30 6 do do
1 1 1 do do
1 1 1 do do
1 1 1 do do
8 110 133 do do

G. P E A R SO N  B ELL, Assistant Surgeon.
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A N N U A L  R E PO R T  OF A C TIN G  A SSIST A N T  S U R G E O N  F. H . M E W B U R N , 1897.

L ethridge, 30th November, 1897.

Sir,— I  have the honour to present the  annual medical report for “ K  ” Division 
North-west Mounted Police, for the year ending th is date.

D uring the year fifty-two cases have been adm itted and treated  in  hospital, w ith 
an average residence there of nine and a-half days, an increase th is year in the number 
and duration of cases treated.

The cases are shown in the attached classification.
N ine men have been examined for re-engagement, and sixteen men examined for 

service in Yukon.
No deaths have occurred.
The drug supply has been ample and satisfactory.

I  have the honour to  be, sir,
Y our obedient servant,

The Commissioner
N. W. M. Police, 

Regina.

F. H . M E W B U R N ,
Act. Asst. Surgeon.

Disease. Number of 
Cases.

Number of 
Days.

Average
Duration. Remarks.

Surgical. Days.

Odontalgia and neuralgia.................. 4 5 11 Recovered : returned to duty.
Appendicitis ...................................... 2 72 36 do do
Contusions, e t c .................................... 13 04 7 * do do

1 37
H em orrhoids........................................ 2 22 11 do do
Abscess .................................................. 4 57 141 do do One still

under treatment.
K era titis ................................................. 1 25 Recovered ; returned to duty.

Medical.

Pneumonia............................................ 1 22
C oryza................................................. 5 14 2f do do
Lumbago .................................... 3 21 7 do do
Influenza............................................. 6 41 6J do
Pharyngitis (acute) ............................. 1 l* do
D yspepsia............................................. 3 7 21 do do
Tonsillitis lacunar................................. 3 15 5
Alcoholism .............................................. 1 3
L ym phyngitis..............  .......... l 5 do do
Adynam ia............................................... 1 44 Macleod ; still under

treatment.
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F. H . N E W B U R N ,
Act. Assist. Surgeon.
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‘ A N N U A L  R E P O R T  OF A C T IN G  A SSISTA N T SU RG EO N  H . B A IN , 1897.

P r in c e  A l b e r t , 30th November, 1897.

Sir,—I have the honour to submit the annual report of this post for the year 
ending to-day.

The num ber of cases treated  was 122 ; of these 110 were amongst the members 
of the force, seven amongst the prisoners, and five civilians. The average number of 
police on daily sick list was 2 21 ; number in hospital 14 ; average num ber of days in 
hospital 12 • 14. Three men were examined for engagement, and three for re-engagement.

Two deaths from wounds received in action occurred.
l iv e  civilians were treated  in hospital, average stay in hospital 28 days. One of 

these was a case of frost bite, requiring am putation of some of his toes. As these 
civilian cases entail a good deal of ex tra  work, both upon the surgeon and the hospital 
staff, I  would recommend th a t in future, when such cases are adm itted, th a t they be 
required to pay, not only for maintenance and drugs, as a t present, bu t also for medical 
attendance and nursing.O t )

As the most serious surgical cases adm itted into hospital during the year, were 
amongst those wounded in the a ttem pt to capture ihe Indian, A lm ighty Voice, it  may 
be well to make special reference to them. The most serious case was th a t of Inspector 
A llan who was shot early on the morning of the 28th May last. I  did not see him 
until late th a t afternoon, I found him suffering from a bad gunshot fracture of the 
humerus, the bone being very much shattered, and the case being still fu rther compli- 
icated by the soft parts being much torn  by the broken bones, when he fell from his 
horse. The case was in every way a bad one, rendered more so by having to be dressed on 
the field, and w ithout all the dressings and appliances th a t wrere necessary or desirable, 
ye t as there was a reasonable hope of saving the arm, I  decided to a t least make the 
attem pt. Fortunately  the case continued to do well from the beginning. As m ight 
have been expected there was much delay in the union of the bones, and I  advised a 
consultation w ith Dr. Roddick. This consultation was accordingly held in September 
last, bu t no change of treatm ent was advised or required. Inspector A llan remained on 
sick leave in Montreal, and the last report of him, received last month from Dr. Roddick 
was th a t fairly firm union had taken place, and th a t perfect union might be looked for 
in  another month, of course it  is to be expected th a t there will be very considerable im 
pairm ent of the use of the arm. Taking all the circumstances of this case into con
sideration, the tim e th a t elapsed before the arm was seen, the circumstances under which 
i t  was dressed, and the subsequent long drive into Prince A lbert, Inspector A llan may 
be considered very fortunate in saving his arm.

Reg. No. 1128, Sergeant Raven, was shot a t the same time, receiving a bullet wound 
through the soft parts of the thigh. This wound did very well and in a few weeks 
Sergeant R aven was returned to duty.

Scout Venne was also wounded in the same skirmish, receiving a bullet wound in 
the right shoulder. The exact location of the bullet could not be made out, and when 
V enne left hospital after 42 days stay there, the wound was healed, bu t there was more 
or less im pairm ent of motion of the arm.

Reg. No. 3106, Corp. Hockin, was shot though the lungs, living only a few hours 
after receiving the wound.

Reg. No. 3040, Constable K err, was also killed in the same encounter.
These two deaths have been the only ones to record during the year.
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Reg No. 2515, Corp. Mackenzie, had a severe attack  of appendicitis, recovering 
however w ithout operative interference.

In  all other respects the health of the division has been very good.
The drugs supplied by Messrs. W . J .  M itchell & Co. have been quite satisfactory. 
Staff Sergeant W est has continued to perform his duties in a  most efficient 

manner.
I  enclose detailed statem ent of the cases treated  here during the year.

I  have the honour to be, sir,

Y our obedient servant,

Commissioner Herchmer, 
Regina.

H U G H  M. B A IN . 
Acting Asst. Surgeon.
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A nnual Sick Report, P rince A lbert, for the year ended 30th November, 1897.

Disease.

A ppendicitis.........................
B iliousness.............................
Bite on finger (cat)..............
B oils.........................................
Blistered fe e t .........................
Bruises.....................................
Catarrh.....................................
Carbuncle...............................
Congestion of kidney..........
Conjunctivitis........................
Constipation...........................
C o lic ...............................
Colds.........................................
C u ts .........................................
Diarrhoea...............................
E czem a...................................
E rythem a...............................
Fracture (fibula).................
Frostbite...............................
G astritis .................................
Gonorrhoea.............................
Gunshot wound.. ...............

Haemorrhoids.........................
Hystero-epilepsy...................
Laryngitis...............................
Lumbago., ...........................
Neuralgia................................
Neurasthoenia........................
O n y ch ia .........................
Orchitis...................................
Paronychium.........................
Ph aryn gitis...........................
Rheumatism (muse.)............
Sore l ip s .................................
Strains.....................................
Stye ....................... ..................
T onsillitis...............................
T ooth ach e .............................

Prisoners.

C olic ...........
Dyspepsia. 
O rchitis.. . .  
Pharyngitis
S t r a in ........
Vom iting .

Civilians.

Fracture (thigh)............
Frostb ite.........................
Gunshot wound............
Injury to head..............
P rostatis.........................
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Surgeon’s Remarks.

i 18 18 Recovered and returned to duty.
15 20 l i do do

1 5 5 do do
4 14 H do do
1 5 5 Ex. wearing boots.
3 11 3§ Recovered and returned to duty.
1 1 1 Medicine and duty.
1 12 12 Off duty.
1 8 8 do
2 2 1 Medicine and duty.
3 .3 1 do
5 12 2* Recovered and returned to duty.

18 31 Hi} do do
5 60 12 do do
3 3 1 Medicine and duty.
1 10 10 Recovered and returned to duty.
1 4 4 do do
1 37 37 do do
1 3 3 do do
1 20 20 do do
5 50 10 do do
4 126 31 à Two killed ; one recovered and returned to duty ;

one on sick leave.
2 22 11 Recovered and returned to duty.
1 5 5 do do
1 23 23 do do
4 6 U do do
3 4 là do do
1 18 18 On sick leave.
1 17 17 Ex. wearing boots.
1 24 24 Recovered and returned to duty.
1 7 7 Ex. drill.
3 4 i* Recovered and returned to duty.
4 5 i | do do
2 14 7 Ex. bugling.
3 8 2§ Recovered and returned to duty.
1 2 2 do do
2 14 7 do do
2 3 do do

1 1 1 Medicine and work.
2 2 1 do
1 28 28 Recovered and returned to work.
1 1 1 Medicine and work.
1 4 4 Recovered and returned to work
1 1 1 Medicine and work.

1 2 2 Removed to his friends.
1 74 74 Recovered.
1 42 42 Removed to his friends.
1 3 3 do
1 19 19 do

H U G H  M. B A IN ,
Acting Asst. Surgeon.
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A N N U A L  R E PO R T  OF A C TIN G  A SSISTA N T SU R G E O N  E. H . R O U L E A U , 1897.

Calgary, November 30tb, 1897.

Sir,—I have much pleasure in forwarding you my annual report for the year ending 
this date.

My attendance to the police during this year was of a light character in general. 
Few cases of summer complaint, vomiting, diarrhoea, dyspepsia and all its accessories. 
Cold in the head and bronchitis. The health  of the force was very good on the whole. 
The w orst cases I  had were :

Constable Anton, nervous debility and weakness of the heart. 8d I  recommended 
th a t he should be invalided.

Constable Aspinall was taken w ith typhoid fever. H is case being so bad th a t I  
ordered him to be transferred to the general hospital for better nursing. H e made after 
six weeks a very good recovery.

Constable Cree, (now corporal) met with an accident on horseback, which produced 
a  slight hernia on the right side. A  good suitable truss had all the desired effect.

The sanitary condition of the barracks has been kept accordiqg to the rules and 
regulations in force in such an establishment.

On the whole, I  am quite satisfied with the healthy condition of the force during 
this year.

I  m ust add, I  was very ably assisted by the H ospital Stew ards Bullock, Cree and 
Hayne, during this year ; and to whom I  cannot bu t help giving ,my most sincere 
congratulations.

I  herew ith attach the annual sick list.

I  have the honour to be, sir,

Y our obedient servant,

E. H . R O U L E A U ,
Act. Assist. Surgeon.
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Annual Sick R eport for “ E ” Division, Calgary, 30th November, 1897.

Disease.
Number

of
Cases.

Number
of

Days.
Average

Duration. Surgeon’s Remarks.

Abscess....................................................... 1 2 2 Returned to duty.
Bullet wound........................................... 1 21 21 do
Biliousness................................................ 2 2 1 do
Bronchitis................................................. 3 10 3 3 do
Colds and cou gh s................................... 23 51 2 21 do
Contusions................................................ 4 22 5'5 do
Constipation...................................... ... 5 5 1 do
C onjuctivitis............................................ 1 1 1 do
Diarrhoea................................................ 10 10 1 do
D ysp ep sia ....................  ............. 1 2 2 do
D e b ility .................................................... 2 34 17 1 do 1 recom. to be invalided.
Erysipelas ............................................ 1 5 5 Returned to duty.
Eczem a....................................................... 1 1 1 do
Fever, typhoid ...................................... 1 70 70 Sick leave.
F e b r ic u la .............................................. 1 5 5 Returned to duty.
Frost b ite ....................... 1 10 10 do
F u ru n cle ................................................. 4 9 2 25 do
Gonorrhœa............................................... 2 12 6 do
G rastitis .................................................... 1 22 22 do
H ern ia ....................................................... 1 27 27 Excused riding.
L um bago.................................................. 1 2 2 Returned to duty.
Neuralgia ................................................ 4 5 1 2 5 do
Nasal haemorrhage ............................... 1 1 1 do
O dontalgia............................................... 3 3 1 do
Rheumatism .......................................... 6 26 4 3 do
Strains and sprains............................. 13 48 3 6 9 do
Sciatica.................................................... 1 1 1 Medicine and duty.
T on sillitis ................................................. 2 20 10 Returned to duty.

E. H . R O U L E A U ,
. Acting Assistant Surgeon.



A P P E N D IX  Y.

A N N U A L  R E P O R T  OF A CTIN G  A SSIST A N T  SU R G EO N , P. A Y L E N , 1897

Officer Commanding
N. W. M. Police,

F o rt Saskatchewan.

F o r t  S a s k a t c h e w a n , November 30th, 1897.

Sir,—I  have the honour to present you w ith my annual report for the year ending 
this date.

In  reviewing the monthly sick reports, I  find very little  of im portance occurred 
during the year, the m ajority of cases being simple ailments sucb^es colds, constipation, 
biliousness, etc. There was one case of scarlet fever and two cases of measles, they 
were isolated and consequently the disease did not spread.

I  am happy to be able to sta te  th a t no deaths occurred during the year in this 
division. There were ninety-six cases treated  in this hospital during the year, twenty- 
six being of a surgical, and seventy of a medical nature. Exclusive of police there 
were thirty-six civilian prisoners treated  during the year, th irteen  being of a surgical 
and twenty-three of a medical nature. The hospital is in very good* condition, bu t a 
kitchen is very badly required.

The sanitary condition of the barracks has been excellent, precaution was taken to 
keep the latrines well disinfected, and the slops removed daily from all quarters.

I  inclose you an appendix of the diseases treated  in this hospital during the year 
ending the 30th of November, 1897.

I  Ijave the honour to be, sir,

Y our obedient servant,

P. A Y L E N ,
Actg. Asst. Surgeon. '
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D i s e a s e s  T reated in the F o rt Saskatchewan H ospital during the Y ear ended 30th
November, 1897.

Disease.

B iliousness.......................
Colds.............. ...................
Cramps........ .....................
Conjunctivitis.................
Constipation.....................
D iarrhoea........................
Diarrhoea and cramps . 
Feverish-cold. . . . . . .  . .
Facial neuralgia..............
Gastrodynia.....................
H eadache..........................
Influenza..........................
L u m b a g o ........................
Laryngitis.^.......................
Lymphangitis . . . . . . . .
Measles ...........................
Nephritis ........................
Neuralgia..........................
Pain in side.......... ............
Rheumatism___
Sore throat......................
Scarlet fever ..................
Tonsilitis.......... ................
Vom iting and diarrhoea

Surgical.

Abscess...................................................
Bruised k n ee ........................................
Bruised lip s .........................................
Contusion of knee..............................

do of h ip ...............................
Frozen W rist.....................................
Foreign substance in finger............
Flesh W ound.......................................
Injury to spermatic cord.................

do knee ................................
Lacerated wound . . . . , .....................
O rch itis .................................................
Punctured wound of fo o t................
Sprain of thum b.................................

do back ...................................
Synovitis................................................
S p ra in ....................................................
Sprain of ank le.................................
Removed toe n a il..............................
S ty e .........................................................
W oun d...................................................
Compound fracture of forearm .. ..

3
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
3
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

2711
5
5
2
4
1

3G
4
5

24
9
3
1 

11 
42 
15
2 
9
4 
2

32

911
5
5
2
4
1

36
4
5 
8 
9
3 
111

42
15
2
9
4 
2

32

Remarks.

P. A Y L E N ,
Acting Assistant Surgeon.



APPENDIX Z.

A N N U A L  R E P O R T  O F A C TIN G  A SSIST A N T  SU R G E O N  
A. B. ST EW A R T, 1897.

To the Officer Commanding 
“ F  ” Division.

Duck Lake, 30th November, 1897.

Sir,—W ith  regard to the medical attendance upon the members of the N orth-west 
Mounted Police stationed a t Batoche and Duck Lake for the  past year, I  beg to say th a t 
very little  illness of a serious nature occurred. ^

The number of times men were attended was 39.
The number of surgical cases attended was 12,. and medical cases 7.
The number of times members of families were free a ttended was 12.
The num ber of visits made to Batoche was 4. Two being for men and two for 

members of families, including one case of confinement.
One exam ination was made for re-engagement and four foj1 services in the Yukon. 
Medicines and appliances were supplied to all cases under treatm ent.

I  have the honour to be, sir,

Y our obedient servant,

A. B. ST EW A R T, M.D.

224



APPENDIX AA.

A N N U A L  R E P O R T  OF V E T E R IN A R Y  SU R G E O N  J . F. B U R N E T T , 1897.

The Commissioner,
N orth-w est M ounted Police, 

Regina.

R e g in a , 30th November, 1897,

Sir,—I have the honour to subm it this my annual report for the year ending this 
date, also reports from A ssistant V eterinary Surgeon W roughton, Staff-Sergeants Ayre, 
Farr, Stevenson, Frazer, Sweetapple, Pringle and Mountford.

D uring the  past year I  have visited all the divisions of the force with exception of 
F, and inspected the horses, and have every reason to feel satisfied with their general 
health and condition.

I  have also found the fodder taken over from the different contractors good.
As the V eterinary Surgeons in charge of the horses of the different divisions to 

which they belong have already noted in their reports anything of interest. I  do not 
deem it necessary for me to go into details and reiterate w hat has already been said.

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE.

Perhaps the most im portant work performed by the V eterinary Staff of the N orth
west M ounted Police during the past year, has been the inspecting of animals supposed 
to be suffering from contagious diseases, the quarantining and destruction of same, in 
fact the enforcement of the Contagious Diseases Act.

Since this work has been allotted to the police a great number of cases have been 
brought to light, and animals destroyed th a t would otherwise have never been heard of.

In  the discharge of this duty throughout Assinibnia we have occasionally met with 
opposition from owners of affected animals, the m ajority of the farmers and ranchers 
however, were only too well pleased a t the idea of having diseased animals destroyed.

Of contagious diseases, glanders appears to have been most prevalent, horse-owners 
in the Grenfell d istric t being the greatest sufferers, nearly every case being traceable to the 
late M. O xarart’s band. As you are aware I  reported upon, and made certain recom
mendations, re this bunch of horses, a couple of years ago. In  nearly every case where 
I  found glanders existed I  found the "fleur-de-lis” brand, or th a t the animals affected had 
come in contact w ith horses bearing this brand.

As i t  is one of the aims and objects of the D epartm ent of A griculture to stamp out 
contagious and infectious diseases, I  would recommend th a t the police V eterinary 
Surgeons, or those employeüfor the work, be given the power to inspect all dairies, and 
to tes t all cattle if considered necessary ; also to inspect all slaughter houses, and any 
m eat exposed for sale, in fact, allow them to have a general supervision over the m eat 
and milk supply of the North-west Territories. The expense of carrying out this work 
would be trifling, while the benefit to the country would be incalculable. I  have visited 
several slaughter houses in different parts of the territories during the past year, and 
while I  found some were kept very clean, others were not. As a rule a number of pigs 
are kept in a yard adjoining the slaughter house, these animals being fed upon offal 
from slaughtered animals. I t  is bad enough to feed them upon uncooked food of this 
kind, bu t when they drag i t  through mud and filth before eating it, and then the ir 
flesh be considered fit for human consumption, is more than  I  can understand.
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On the 29th May, 27 horses were shipped from here to be used by the Jubilee 
contingent, although they were not the best th a t could have been gathered together, 
they were a first class lot, and I  for one was sorry to p a rt with them. K , D, E  and 
Depot divisions were draw n from, horses being picked for uniform ity of size, colour, and 
age, irrespective of the ranch they came from, three of this num ber were lost, two on board 
SS. “ O ttom an ” and the th ird  a t Chelsea Barracks, the two which died on board ship 
were both beautiful bay geldings, five and six years old, and were purchased from Jno. 
Franklin , the present owner of the Strong Ranch, Macleod ; the horse which died after 
landing, came from the N orth-west C attle Co. Ranch, on High River. I  mention this 
for the reason th a t someone w riting from E ngland to the Macleod “ G azette ” states 
th a t  the “ S ” brand was not to be seen on any of the police horses. The “ S ” on left jaw is 
M r F ranklin ’s brand.

I  left Regina on the 4th A ugust and proceeded to the Stoney Ind ian  reserve a t 
Morley, where I  purchased tw enty pack ponies to be used by the  contingent, then leav
ing for the Yukon. As the Indians were about to leave for their annual hunt, and they 
knowing th a t they would not be paid for a week or two, made it  a little  difficult to get 
the best ponies, should it  be necessary to buy more from this reserve, I  th ink  the spring 
would be the best time to purchase.

As you are well aware, sir, I  have annually visited nearly every d istric t in  the 
territories, and have not failed to note the condition of the settlers in those districts 
which I  have visited. This year there appears to have been a wave of prosperity through
out the country, greater than has ever been experinced before.

W ith  unthought of mineral wealth, the finest cattle  ranges, the best wheat fields in 
the world, and the increasing demand for horses, the outlook for the N orth-west T erri
tories is certainly very bright.

Before closing I  must thank A ssistant V eterinary Surgeon W roughton, and the 
V eterinary Staff-Sergeants for the m anner in which they have carried out the work 
allotted to them, they having performed their duties faithfully and well.

I  have the honour to be, sir,

Y our obedient servant,

JO H N  F. B U R N E T T ,
Inspector, Veterinary Surgeon.



APPENDIX BR

A N N U A L  R E P O R T  O F A SSIST A N T  V E T E R IN A R Y  SU R G E O N  T. A. 
W R O U G H T O N , 1897.

T h e  B a r r a c k s , M a c l e o d , 30th November, 1897.

To the Commissioner
N orth-w est M ounted Police,

Regina.

S i r ,— I have the honour to subm it this my report for the year ending this day.
There have been no cases of infectious or contagious diseases amongst our horses 

during the year with the exception of three attacked with a benign form of 
“ influenza ” or distem per a t Pincher Creek, these cases, however, were of a very mild 
nature  and ran a rapid course.

A  good deal of sickness has existed amongst the horses brought up from Eastern 
Canada to work on the Crow’s N est Railway construction. This disease manifested itself 
in different forms and like most outbreaks of influenza, the fever of one season or district 
presented variations both in symptoms and lesions from th a t occurring in a different 
locality or a t another time. Their variations can, to a certain extent, be accounted for 
by the consideration of extrinsic influences which may be brought to bear on the animal 
constitution. There are however forms where none of these influences seem sufficient to 
account for the differences exhibited in its development during life, or for the dis
sim ilarity of the lesions observable after death in variations of one and the same 
malady. Because of this la tte r feature there has probably risen the idea th a t one or 
more of these forms may spring from totally different causes— “ distinct organisms,”

The animals affected in this particular outbreak were mostly attacked w ith the 
pulmonary or thoracic form. A  large num ber of animals made good recoveries and 
this number would have been still greater, bu t th a t in many cases horses were not laid 
aside from work when first a ttacked,—a very fatal mistake. A n instance of this was 
well marked in one particular case. Dr. W arnock and myself visited a construction 
camp where a num ber of horses had been attacked and several had succumbed. One 
anim al was pointed out as having been put off work th a t morning, on examining him I  
found him so weak th a t he could scarcely stand, acute pleuro-pneumonia w ith exudation, 
h eart’s action, rapid and irregular, and with an internal tem perature of 107i°, the 
anim al died th a t same day. On making inquiries as to the history, i t  appears th a t he 
had been noticed to be dull and not itself for some days, and had been worked until 
quite late the n ight before we saw it, the foreman saying th a t he would have taken 
him off the work, bu t it  was Saturday night and they wanted to finish, he thought the 
horse was simply tired and would be all right after a  few days’ rest. A fter th a t I  
advised him to get a therm om eter and if they noticed a horse dull or off feed to 
take  the tem perature, and if there was even a slight rise to pu t i t  right off the 
work and to follow a prescribed line of treatm ent, this I  believe was followed out 
w ith the result th a t the m ortality among those attached was m aterially diminished.

In  this connection it  was very noticeable th a t rem arkably few native horses were 
attacked, although in many cases working side by side with eastern horses which suffered 
from this disease, and in t hose cases where the native horses contracted the malady i t  was 
always of a mild type. The question naturally  presents itself. From w hat source do 
native horses derive this immunity ?

One case of glanders came under my notice, it  was the chronic type usually seen in 
th is country, swelling of the glands, discharge etc., bu t no visible ulcerations. I  used 
the m allientest and was well pleased with the result. On A ugust the 2nd the temper- 
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ature  before injection was 14)1 °, the animal was injected a t 8.12 p.m. of the same date, 
the next day a t 4 p.m. the tem perature had reached its highest 104^, and then gradually 
began to subside. The local reaction was also well marked. The animal was pronounced 
glandered and was destroyed and buried.

Several cases of big jaw, Atinomycosis, were brought to my notice, in two cases the 
potassium iodide treatm ent was tried, in one case it  was a d istinct success and in the 
other a reported failure.

No remounts were purchased a t this post during the  year but three were procured 
in exchange for six worn out and cast horses and these promise to tu rn  out well. 
One horse was purchased for “K ” Division to complete the gray team. The leaders be
longing to this team which were bought in 1888 and have done excellent work are get
ting  pretty  well used up, they both had a run a t grass last w inter and I  have been 
obliged to recommend th a t one should again be sent ou t this winter.

Four exceptionally nice horses suitable for heavy police freighting or gun horses 
were offered by John  H erron of Pincher Creek. The authority  to purchase did not 
arrive until too late, the horses having been sold in the interim.

The advent of the railroad construction has pu t up the price of horses in this section 
of the country.

I am sorry to report th a t the list of casualties has been somewhat larger than 
usual, three horses alone having to be destroyed on account of injuries. These casual
ties all occurred in horses well on in years and of long service. The horses, more especi
ally the team horses, have been very hard worked on account of the extra demands inci
dent to the construction of the road and the necessity of moving men and stores into 
the mountains. .

H ay and forage liad to be hauled from Macleod on account of the big prices.
The sta te  of the roads also was none of the best, and in consequence many of the 

team horses are much run down in condition although in other respects they are healthy 
and in good spirits and have stood the work well.

The new pneumatic collars sent up I  like very much, they are very useful in cases 
of horses with tender or rubbed shoulders. I  would like to have a few more in the 
division.

The saddle horses throughout the command are in good serviceable condition. I  
inspected all thehoises of the detachments of “K ” Division this fall and have visited the 
headquarters of the division constantly. One horse, 1599 of “K ,” was brought in suffering 
from a ringbone, it  has constantly been going lame for some time back, I  therefore 
operated on the horse by making a section of the nerves and have sent him on herd for 
the winter. This operation was also performed by me on two horses, Reg. No. 1758 
and 1772 of “D” Division, both chronically lame w ith the same th in g ; these cases 
proved very, successful and they are now going soundly and no complaints made 
about them.

I would respectfully beg to draw again your a tten tion  to my report of last year 
with regard to the building of a new infirmary stable. The conditions this year are 
much the same and the w inter very similar and I  can only reiterate  w hat I  said then. 
I  sincerely hope th a t something may be done during the coming year. As formerly all 
horses not actually required for use, and those whose legs and feet show signs of wear 
and would be all the better for a w inter’s run, have been sent on herd, where they are 
frequently visited by myself.

Before closing I  would like to draw atten tion  to the m anner in which Const. W. 
G. H arrison has performed his duties as my assistant, he has given me every satisfaction 
and is a thoroughly reliable man.

I  inclose an appendix of diseases from Nov. 30th, 1896, to Nov. 30th, 1897.

I  have the honour to be, sir.
Y our obedient servant,

T. A. W R O U G H T O N , D.V.S.
Assistant Veterinary Surgeon.
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Disease. No. of Cases. Average
Duration. Remarks of Vet. Surg

Days.
Spd. fetlock........................... 6 9 Returned to duty.
A bscess........................... 2 21 do
Calked ............................... 3 15 do
Scratches............................. 3 14 do
L am e......................................... 12 8 do
C olic......................................... 6 2 do
Spd. tendons..................................... 8 9 do
C e llu lit is .......... ............................. 2 43 do
N avicular........................................... 1 24 do *
Sore withers.................................................................................... 4 15 do
Saddle gall.........................................  . .............. 5 10 do
Contused w ound............................................................................ 3 18 do
Collar gall.......................................................  ..................... 14 8 do
Punctured w ound........................................................................ 7 7 do
Splint...................................  , ...................................................... 3 7 do
Bruised foo t................................................................................... 4 10 do
D eb ility ........................................................................................... 6 14 do
Supp. corns ................................................................................... 8 5 do
C urb ................................................................................................. 3 31 do
R ingbone......................................................................................... 7 16 do
Influenza........................................................................................ 3 14 do
L a ry n g itis . ..................................................................................... 1 17 do
Catarrh........................................................................................... 1 11 do
Conjunctivitis................................................................................ 1 7 do
Lacerated wound.......................................................................... 2 9 do
E rysipelas.......................................................................................
Lym pnangitis................................................................................

1
1

19
11

do
do

Broncho pneum onia.................................................................... 1 19 do

T. A. W R O U G H T O N , D.V.S.,
Assistant Veterinary Surgeon.



APPENDIX CC.

A N N U A L  R E P O R T  OF V E T E R IN A R Y  ST A FF-SE R G E A N T  J . P R IN G L E .

B a t t l e f o r d , 30th November, 1897.

Officer Commanding 
“ C ” Division.

Sir,—I have the honour to submit my annual report for the year ending this
date.

Two horses died during the year, Reg. Nos. 948 and 1114 from chronic in ternal 
complications, and Reg. No. 2140 on the 27th inst. from pulm onary apoplexy.

I  would beg again to draw your a tten tion  to the urgent necessity of having an 
infirmary stable, w ith surgery in connection, built a t th is post, as a t present I  have to 
tre a t my patients in division stables, which are draughty and are totally  unfit to tre a t a 
sick animal in successfully.

The oats delivered this year were of first-class quality.
I  have turned out as many horses as possible to herd for the w inter, i t  has a bene

ficial effect on their feet and legs. They came in last spring in first-class condition.
The remounts sent up this year are a serviceable looking lot. W e have five of them 

in daily use a t present and are doing well.
A n thrax  broke out in Bresaylor settlem ent last fall, destroying a large num ber of 

animals the property of Messrs. Brem ner «fc Sayers. From where it  extended to Pound- 
maker’s reserve, the disease breaking out there w ith increased virulence, continuing 
until the end of December, notw ithstanding the observance of the stric test quarantine 
regulation and precautions. A number of animals died from “ anaemia,” and w ith the  
large number th a t were taken off w ith anthrax , made the percentage of loss much 
greater than  would have been the case otherwise. Every care possible was taken of 
them, as I  visited the reserve repeatedly during the w inter and advised as to care and 
treatm ent, my instructions being fully carried out, and I  received every assistance 
from the officials of the Indian  D epartm ent.

There was also a large percentage of loss among the settlers’ cattle  from anaemia 
owing to the destruction of hay.

Glanders was reported as prevalent, bu t I  found only one case, which was destroyed 
as per ordinance.

There were several deaths from typho-malarial fever a t a ranch near the elbow of 
the Saskatchewan. The disease died out owing to precautions taken.

I  append herewith list of cases under trea tm en t during the year.

I  have the honour to be, sir,

Y our obedient servant,

J .  P R IN G L E ,
Veterinary Staff-Sergeant.
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L is t  of Cases under treatm ent.

Disease. No. of Cases. No. of Days. Average
Duration. Remarks.

Colic___.................................................................. 6 28 4*
Fevers..................................................................... 7 84 12
Wounds ............................................................... 14 98 7
Bruises.................................................................. 12 96 8
G alls........................................................................ 6 48 8
Lam initis ................................................................ 6 72 12
A b scess........................ ....................................... 3 26 8§
Strains and sprains............................................ 30 90 3
Pumice sole........................................................... 1 60 60
L ym phangitis...................................................... 2 30 15
E nteritis................................................................. 2 40 20
Rupture................................................................... 1 35 35
N ephritis............................................................... 1 20 20
Strangles....................................................  ........ 1 30 30

S. P R IN G L E ,
Veterinary Staff-Sergeant.



APPENDIX DD.

A N N U A L  R E P O R T  OF V E T E R IN A R Y  ST A FF-SE R G E A N T  G. F R A S E R , 1897.

The Officer Commanding 
“ K  ” Division.

L e t h b r i d g e , 30t.h November, 1897.

S i r ,— I  have the honour to  render my report for the year ending this day.
The general health of the horses of th is division during this year has been excellent, 

no serious case of disease having occurred.
Horse Reg. No. 1324, having broken its leg, had to  be shot on 13th March, 1897. 
H orse Reg. 2265, was transferred to the Im perial Government.
Horse Reg. 1203, was sold on 7th .June, 1897.
H orse Reg. 2256, died a t  sea.
One remount, Reg. 2288, was purchased on 8 th  January , 1897, and has tu rned  out 

a  good, serviceable team horse.
The forage delivered by the contractors is of good quality.
The supply of drugs is satisfactory.
I  append herewith a list of horses treated  during the  last year.

I  have th e  honour to be, sir, *

Y our obedient servant,

G. F R A S E R ,
Veterinary Staff-Sergeant.

L is t  of H orses Off D uty for the Y ear ended 30th November, 1897.

Reg. No. Disease.

( : Blood poisoning.................
1601-{ ; Punctured wound.......................

V. L am e..............................................
1595 ;Lame in sh o u ld er .....................
2200 | Kick on stifle..............................
2122 Nail in fo o t .................................
2124 'Sprained fetlock.........................
1762 Sprained tendons.......................
515 Cut fetlock jo in t.........................

1324 Broken leg, “ shot ” ...................
1062 Bruised heel.................................
1614 i do ...............................
2072 Punctured wound in shoulder
1599 Sprained tendons.......................
2266 Kick in stifle ...............................
1613 L am e..............................................
2264 j  Rope burn.....................................

Admitted. Discharged.
Number

of
Days.

Dec. 25, 1 8 9 6 .... Mav i , 1 8 9 7 ... . 127
May 1 , 1 8 9 7 .... do 31, 1 8 9 7 ... . 30
Sept. 15, 1 8 9 7 . . . Nov. 4, 1 8 9 7 ... . 50
Dec. 31, 1 8 9 6 ... . 10, 1 8 9 7 .... 11
Jan. 14, 1 8 9 7 ... . do 28, 1 8 9 7 ... . 14
Feb. 10, 1 8 9 7 ... . Feb. 18, 1897 . . . 8
do 11, 1 8 9 7 ... . do 28, 1 8 9 7 ... . 17
do 15, 1 8 9 7 ... . do 19, 1 8 9 7 .... 4
do 17, 1 8 9 7 .... Apr. 26, 1897.. . 78

Mar. 13, 1 8 9 7 ... .
do 18, 1897 . . . June 28, 1897 . . . 102
do 26, 1 8 9 7 .... Apr. 26, 1897... 30

May 1 , 1897. . . May 24, 1 8 9 7 .... 23
do 31, 1 8 9 7 ... . Aug. 16, 1 8 9 7 ... . 77

Sept. 13, 1 8 9 7 .... Oct. 25, 1 8 9 7 ... . 43
do 13, 1 8 9 7 ... . do 5, 1 8 9 7 ... . 23

Oct. 11, 1 8 9 7 ... . do 26, 1897 ... 14

G. F R A S E R ,
Veterinary Staff-Sergeant.
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A N N U A L  R E P O R T  O F V E T E R IN A R Y  ST A FF-SER G EA N T  H. T. A Y R E , 1897.

To the Officer Commanding
Depot Division, N .W .M . Police, 

Regina.

R e g in a , 30th November, 1897.

SlE,— I have the honour to subm it the annual veterinary report for Depot Division 
for the year ending this date.

The general health of horses of this division has been fairly good during the past 
year ; there were quite a number of cases of influenza, most of them ending with 
pneumonia, only one of which had to be destroyed, viz., Reg. No. 2229, this horse had 
several relapses and developed abscesses on the lungs, as there was no hope of his 
recovery, I  was ordered to destroy it, the carcass to be used for dog meat. Reg. 
No. 1,976 came into the post, sick from Estevan, and on examination was found to be 
suffering from retention of urine, this horse was also destroyed. These are the only 
two deaths from sickness I  have to report ; there have been the usual number of minor 
cases of which I  append a list.

Quite a num ber of settlers, horses have been destroyed during the year, suffering 
from glanders, every precaution having been taken. There has been no sign of the 
disease among the police horses ; we had two suspicious cases, but on applying the 
mallein tes t there was no reaction ; w ith the exception of the two horses above 
mentioned, there has been nothing of a serious nature.

The following horses being cast were destroyed by order of the Commissioner and 
used for dog meat, Reg. Nos. 1128, 1107, 1420, 1487, 1504 and 1786, this was found 
to  be the cheapest way of feeding the dogs.

In  the past year we have only had 7 remounts posted to this division, 4 of these 
were transferred to the Im perial Government, and three to C Division, thirty-seven 
horses were cast and sold averaging $25.60 each, a very fair price in my opinion, most 
of them being over twelve and some few nineteen years of age.

On the 19th of May we shipped to England for the use of the Jubilee contingent, 
19 horses from depot, four from D, one from A, one from E and two from K, divisions 
making a total of 27, these horses with the exception of Reg. Nos. 2256 and 2265 
which died on board steam er “ O ttom an” and 1901 a t Chelsea Barracks, I  believe stood 
the tr ip  very well considering the stormy weather, and according to all reports were 
well up to the work they had to perform during the celebration, they were transferred 
by the Canadian to the Im perial Government on the return  of the contingent.

Twenty ponies were purchased a t Morley on the 6th A ugust and one a t Vancouver 
on the 8th September and posted to depot division, these were for pack animals for the 
use of party  proceeding to the Yukon, I  cannot say much about them, except th a t they 
seemed as if they would be up to the work, and were in very fair condition when I  
handed them over to Inspector H arper a t Victoria.

The hay fed during the past year was of good quality, and was well stacked, the 
last stack was used in October and was as green as when put up, the oats were also good 
and well cleaned.

Reports from detachm ents show horses in good condition, there are a few off duty 
bu t nothing of a serious nature, the shewing is also satisfactory, great care is also taken 
w ith horses shod in the post, every horse w ith the exception of those away or off duty 
are shod once a month.

The usual w inter herd has been sent to O’Brien’s, where they have been the last 
two years, this man has given good satisfaction, there are only 14 head this year owing 
to the number cast and sold and those transferred, a list of which I  append.
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A ll patrols and detachm ents are supplied w ith a  few simple remedies, and directions 
as to use.

I  have the  honour to be, sir,

Y our obedient servant,

H . T. A Y R E ,
Veterinary Staff Sergeant.

Summary of Cases Treated from 1st December, 1896, to  30th November, 1897.

Disease.
Number

of
Cases.

Number
of

days.

Abscess on 
do

h i p ......................... 1
lungs (2,229)........  1

18
150

Anæ m ia.......................................
Azoturia.....................................
C o ld .............................................
C olic .............................................
Congestion of lu n g s ........  . . .
C url.. . .
Fistulous wethers.....................
Injury to e y e ...........................

do back.......................
Influenza.....................................
Kicked on hock.........................

do fetlock.....................

Lameness.

Contracted feet......................
C orns...........................................
Enlarged tendons.....................

do knee .........................
Laminitis.....................................
Quarter crack.............................
Rope burns.............................
Scratches.....................................
Shoulder s lip ............................
Strained te n d o n s ....................

do fetlock................. . . .
Lym phingitis.............................
M eningitis...................................
Pneumonia..................................
Phtheriasis.................................
Retention of urine (1,976). . .
Rheumatism......................... .
W a r t............................................

Wounds.

Contused.......................
Incised ...........................
L acerated .....................
Punctured.....................

4 80
1 32
1 6
2 5
1 22
1 12
1 62
2 16
1 8
5 45
1 43
1 8

1 30
10 140

1 17
2 111
4 88
1 54
3 54
2 26
1 11
4 68
3 42
1 14
1 34

11 264
6 36
1 4
2 58
1 8

28 224
10 145
1 10
2 11

Average
Dur
ation.

Remarks.

18
150

20
32
6
24

22
12
6288

9
438

Return to duty.
This horse commenced with pneumonia and after 

several r^apses ended with abscesses on the 
lungs. As there was no possibility of its re
covery, it was destroyed and fed to the dogs. 
(G. O. 12,441.)

Returned to duty, 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do

30
14
17 
55A 
22"  

54
18
13 
11 
17
14 
14 
34 
24

6
4

21»8

do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do

This horse was destroyed, (G. O. 12,486.)
Returned to duty, 

do

8 do
144 do
10 do
5 do

H . T. A Y R E ,
Veterinary Staff-Sergeant.



APPENDIX FF.

A N N U A L  R E P O R T  OF V E T E R IN A R Y  ST A FF-SER G EA N T  
C. H . H. SW E E T  A P P L E , 1897.

F o r t  S a s k a t c h e w a n , 30th November, 1897.

To the Officer Commanding 
“ G ” Division,

N. W . M. Police.

D e a r  S i r , — I  h a v e  t h e  h o n o u r  t o  f o r w a r d  t h i s  m y  a n n u a ,  r e p o r t  f o r  t h e  y e a r  
e n d in g  t h i s  d a te .

D uring the past year the general health of the horses of this division has been good.
Besides the minor complaints and slight accidental injuries which unavoidably 

occur, I  have to report one fatality. H orse Reg. No. 2083, on detachm ent duty  a t 
Lamerton, while picketed, accidently broke its neck.

A  num ber of horses have been on herd both during the summer and winter months 
and this has proved most successful in prolonging the usefulness of a num ber of animals 
which would otherwise have had to be disposed of as unfit for fu rther service.

Ten horses have been cast and sold as unfit for fu rther service, bu t most of these 
were horses th a t have been in service for a num ber of years and were actually worn out.

Forty-three horses were purchased as pack horses and these were all good useful 
and serviceable animals for the work required of them, and care was taken to have as 
many as possible of them accustomed to this work, which is a very great advantage.

Of the nine pack horses taken north by Inspector Snyder’s party, three received 
injuries which necessitated leaving them a t different places, as well as a saddle horse 
Reg. No. 1876, which was recommended to be cast, and was left behind. The six horses 
which returned, though a little  low in condition were in good health and spirits and not 
one of them had suffered from a sore back.

I  frequently visited the different detachments, and found the horses in good health 
and well taken care of in all cases.

A  course of veterinary lectures were delivered during the w inter months, and 
careful instructions given as to care and management of horses in the stable and while 
travelling, as well as the care and treatm ent in accidents and diseases in cases of an 
immergencv. The symptoms of glanders and several other contagious and infectious 
diseases were also described.

The stable accommodation is all th a t could be desired, being warm, well ventilated 
and lighted.

Most of the saddle horses have gone w ithout shoes entirely, but it  has been found 
necessary to keep the team horses shod except when the snow is very deep.

I  visited Innisfail where glanders has existed for the past three or four years ' and 
condemned five horses suffering from this disease. They were all destroyed and I  believe 
the disease is thoroughly stamped out in th a t d istric t now. I  have also found several 
other cases of glanders in other localities bu t have had no trouble in having the animals 
destroyed and suppressing the disease a t once.

A n outbreak of symptomatic an thrax  occurred a t Stoney Plains, but it  was confined 
to one farm and the loss was slight.

A n outbreak of an thrax  also occurred in W im bleton district, but prom pt action 
was taken and I  had all animals removed from the low, damp and swampy locality to 
where i t  was higher and dry and since then no further deaths have occurred.

P a rts  of the d is tric t individual cases of actinomycosis have occurred and 
there are no doubt still cases to be found bu t the disease is certainly not on the increase
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and will shortly be much less prevalent when settlers understand th a t i t  c m  be treated 
successfully in the early stages of the disease.

I  visited H ay Lakes in May last for the purpose of applying the tuberculin tes t to 
a  number of Poled Angus cattle  belonging to Mr. Jo h n  N orris b u t found they had 
not been handled sufficiently and other conditions were most unfavourable for making a 
satisfactory test. I  also find the same difficulty in applying the mallein test. I t  is often 
advisable but quite impossible in a band of young horses th a t have never been 
handled or even had a rope on them.

In  several localities typhoid fever has occurred b u t no very serious losses have re
sulted except to a Mr. A lwyn of Ponoka who lost in the neighbourhood of tw enty  young 
and valuable animals. Though this disease is amenable to trea tm en t i t  requires the con
stan t attendance of a veterinary surgeon and in young unbroken animals which will 
resist any attem pt you make to handle them as long as they are able, the results are 
most unfavourable.

I  have examined all forage delivered a t this post and have found i t  of good quality.
A ll patrol parties leaving the post have been supplied w ith medicines and instruc

tions as to their use.
There has been on hand a t  all times w hat drugs and veterinary appliances were 

necessary.
I  a ttach  herewith table of cases under treatm ent.

I  have the honour to be, sir,

Y our obedient servant,

C. H . H. S W E E T A P P L E ,
Veterinary S ta ff Sergeant.

C a s e s  under T reatm ent during Year.

Number
of

Cases.
Disease.

4 Recovering from typhoid fever.
1 Injury to stifle, contusion........
1 Paraphymosis................................
1 Bruise, sole.....................................
1 jOphthalmia, periodic..................
1 C olic.................................................
5 Lameness.........................................
1 Lym phingitis.................................
2 C alk ed .............................................
1 Injury to withers..........................
1 Punctured wound of foot............
1 Tumor on shoulder......................
2 Injuries to h ip ..............................
1 Abscess in shoulder......................
1 Injury to hock...............................
1 Incised w ou n d .............................

Average
Duration. Remarks.

Days.

80 Recovered.
28 do
8 do

11 do
23 Temporarily

1 Recovered.
23 do

9 do
21 do

7 do
8 do

44 do
31 do
21 do
35 do
12 do

H. H . S W E E T  

V



APPENDIX GGr.

A N N U A L  R E P O R T  OF V E T E R IN A R Y  ST A FF  SU R G E O N  J . J . M OUNT-
FO RD , 1897.

P rince A lbert, 30th November, 1897.

Sir,—I  have the honour to subm it the annual veterinary report of this division for 
the year ending th is date.

D uring the past year, the general health and condition of the horses of this division 
has been good.

Besides the minor complaints and accidental injuries, two deaths have occurred ; 
horse reg. No. 2080 died from typhoid fever, and pony No. 28, which had been exposed 
to glanders while out a t Crooked Lakes, was tested with the mallein test, and yielded 
to the test, was shot, and his carcass burned and the stable disinfected.

I  had six cases of typho-malarial fever in the North-west M ounted Police horses 
th is year ; one died from the disease, three returned to duty, and two have not yet 
recovered from the disease, bu t are doing well.

Several aged horses which are unfit for police service were cast and sold and 
brought good prices.

The hay and oats delivered by the contractors were of good quality.
I  visited the herd yesterday, and found the horses all in good health and condition.
I  append hereto a list of horses treated  during the year.

I  have the honour to be, sir,

Y our obedient servant,

The Officer Commanding “ F  ” Division, 
Prince A lbert.

J . J . M O UN TFORD, V.S.,
Veterinary Staff-Sergeant.
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Cases under Treatment.

Number
of

Cases.
Disease.

Average
Duration. Remarks.

1 Diseased tooth ...........................................

Days.

29 Recovered.
1 Abscess....................................................... 29 do
7 Sprained ten d on s..................................... 9 do
1 S p lin t............................................................ 11 do
7 Sore shoulders........................................... 7 k

do
2 Elephantiasis............................................. 43 | One recovered ; one off duty.
1 Exostosis on knee..................................... 8 Recovered.
2 Navicular disease...................................... One 18 do The other has been lame for ont

5 Cough............................................................ 94
year, and was cast and sold. 

Recovered.
1 Lymphangitis............ ................................ 15 -- do

10 Influenza................................................. l * £ Eight recovered ; two off duty.
3 Bruised foot............................................... 7 Recovered
6 W ounds........................... ....................... 24 do
2 Ringworm................................................... 43 do
2 Calk ............................................ ................ 30 do
2 Laminitis...................................................... 18 do
3 Spraiued ankle........................................... 17 Two recovered ; one off duty.
8 Sore back................................................... 5 Recovered.
1 Nail in foot............ ..................................... 9 do
2 Indigestion.................................................. 13è do
1 C olic.............................................................. 8 do
2 Sprained m u scle ....................................... 2 8 4 do
6 Typho-malarial f e v e r ........................... 1 0 One died, three recovered, two off duty.
3 Exposed to glanders................................. 3 0 One shot ; two released after being tested.

I  have the honour to be, sir.

Y our obedient servant,

The Officer Commanding
“ F  ” Division, Prince A lbert.

J .  J . M O U N T FO R D . Y.S.,
Vet. Staff-Sergeant.



APPENDIX HH.

A N N U A L  R E P O R T  O F V E T E R IN A R Y  ST A FF  SE R G E A N T  J .  W. F A R R .
1897.

N o r t h -w e s t  M o u n t e d  P o l ic e , “ A ” D iv is io n ,

M a p l e  C r e e k , N .  W. T., 30th November, 1897.

To the Officer Commanding N. W. M ounted Police,
Maple Creek.

S i r ,— I  have the honour to forward this my annual report of the  veterinary de
partm ent of th is division for the year ending this date.

On my arrival here from Regina I  took over the duties of veterinary sergeant for 
this division on the 28th April, 1897, and found everything in good order.

The general health and condition of the horses of this division is good.
I  am pleased to report th a t no infectious or contagious disease exists among the 

police horses of this division.
The hay and oats delivered this fall are on the whole of good quality.
I  have visited the herd frequently since the 28th of A pril last, and found the horses 

all in  good health  and condition.
The following horses were cast and sold during the year, they being unfit for 

fu rther service Reg. Nos. 1827, 1493, 1390, 509, 378, 1091, 1204, 1200, 1157, 
1489, 2006, 1321, 1469, 2004.

The following horses were cast and destroyed, being unfit for fu rther service :— 
Reg. Nos. 1013, 617, 1198.

G reat care has been taken w ith the shoeing ; there has not been a case of lameness 
from bad work, every horse when it  was practicable being shod once per month.

The detachm ents have been well supplied with medicines, all parties leaving the 
post have also been supplied.

I  inclose a list of cases during the year.

I  have the honour to be, sir,

Y our obedient servant,

J . W. F A R R , V.S.,
Veterinary Staff-Sergeant.
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“ A ” D IV IS IO N .

Maple Creek, N .W .T., 30th November, 1897. 

L ist of Cases treated  during the  year ending November, 1897.

Disease. No. of 
Cases.

No. of 
Days.

Average
Duration. Surgeon’s Remarks.

Bruised feet....................................................... 1 12 12 Returned to duty.
Spasmodic colic................................................... 1 4 4 do
Ring w o r m ......................................................... 1 14 14 do
Sprained tendon................................................. 2 14 7 do
L am initis.............................................................. 2 14 7 do
Sprained hock...............................................  . 1 31 31 do
Sore heels.............................................................. 1 6 6 do
Sprained fetlock........................ ........................ 2 27 13£ do
Collar gall............................................................. 1 9 9 do
Lymphangitis.................................................... 1 27 27 do
Incised wound............................... . . . . 1 18 18 do
Saddle g a ll ............................... ............................ 1 14 14 do
Enlarged jaw ................................................. 1 7 7 do
Curb........................................................................ 1 4 4 On herd.
Lascerated tongue............................................. 1 13 ♦ 13 do
Tested with mallein for glanders.................. 1 5 5 No reaction, turned on herd.
Gravel in foot..................................................... 1 10 10 Returned to duty.

Total number of cases............................ 20

J . W  F A R R , V.S.,
Veterinary S ta ff Sergeant.



APPENDIX IL

A N N U A L  R E P O R T  O F V E T E R IN A R Y  ST A FF  SE R G E A N T  GEO.
T. STEV EN SO N .

The Officer Commanding
“ E ” Division, N .W .M .P., 

Calgary.

C a l g a r y , 30th November, 1897.

Sir,— I  have the honour to subm it the annual veterinary report of “ E  ” division 
for the year ending this date. I  took over the veterinary departm ent of this post on 
the 14th of May, 1897, and found everything in fairly good condition. The horses are 
in  good condition and do the ir work creditably, although some of them are generally 
used up.

Horse reg. No. 1,956 sold to H is Excellency the Governor General, and horses 
Reg. Nos. 1,557, 590, 1,437, 1,717, 1,719, 1,010, 1,525, 1,603, 1,644 and 2,245 have 
been cast and sold.

The following horses have been transferred : H orse reg. No. 2,244 from “ E ” 
division to Depot division; No. 1,539 from Depot division to “ E ” ; No, 1,991 from 
“ E ” division to Depot division.

One death  in  the troop, horse reg. No. 1,901 went on the Jubilee contingent to 
London, was taken sick w ith pneumonia during the voyage and died shortly after 
landing a t Chelsea Barracks, London, Eng.

One horse destroyed in th is troop. Reg. No. 1,105 was old and used up, bu t in 
good condition as far as flesh is concerned. I t  was destroyed to feed the tra in  dogs.

The following horses have been purchased for “ E ” division, Reg. No. 2,289, 2,290, 
2,291, three mares all in foal when purchased . 2,291 aborted, the other two have very 
fine colts. They were purchased on the 20th November, 1896, and posted to “ E ” 
division 19th March, 1897.

D uring the summer of 1897 all horses th a t could be spared were turned on herd 
for a few weeks and when brought into barracks in the fall were in excellent condition 
and fit for almost any am ount of work.

A lthough glanders has been prevalent in this d istrict during the past summer, the 
police horses have escaped the disease, only one or two showing any symptoms of it, 
and they were immediately isolated and tested with mallim, with the result th a t they 
gave no reaction, the disease being only a slight cold.

The forage supplied has been of first-class quality. The drug supply a t th is post 
has been very good.

I  have the honour to be, sir,

Y our obedient servant,

GEO. T. STEV EN SO N , D.V.S.,
Veterinary S ta ff Sergeant.
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Annual V eterinary R eport of Sick Horses in “ E ” Division for year ending 
30th November, 1897.

Disease. Cases. No. of 
Days.

Average
Duration. Remarks.

Aborted.............................................................................. 1 11 11 Recovered.
Abscess in foot...............................  ............................. 1 G 6 do
Abscess on leg ................................................................ 1 2 2 do
Bots .............. .................................................................... 2 5 2 5 do
Burned by rope .............................................................. 1 15 15 do
Colic (spasmodic)............................................................ 2 2 1 do
Cinch ga lls ................................................................ 1 2 2 do
Collar ga lls ........................................................................ 5 20 4 do
Fractured jaw .................................................................. 2 40 20 do
F istu la ........................ ................................................. 1 30 >0 do
Lymphangitis............................................................... .. 1 12 12 Leg still large.
Lacerated wounds.......................................................... 1 .....„ ... Under treatment.

• 1
Open joint ...................................................................... 2 210 105 One cast and sold.

1
Punctured wounds.......................................................... 1 10 10 Récovered.
Paralysis of radial nerve................................................ 1 13 13 do
R heum atism .................................................................... i G 6 do
Ringbone ........................................................................... i 20 20 do
Run dow n........................................................................... 2 10 5 do
Sprained tendon.......................................................... 4 31 7 3 One under treatment.
Saddle galls....................................................................... 3 33 11 Recovered.
Splints............................................................................... 2 35 17 5 do
S it fast . ................................................................ 1 15 15 do
Thrush .............................................................................. 1 27 27 do
W orm s..................................... ........................................ 4 12 3 do
Navicular arthritis.......................................................... 1 2 2 Turned on herd.

GEO. T. ST E V E N SO N , D.V.S.,
Veterinary S ta ff Sergeant.
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CO 00 00 00 00 00 00 Ĥ p H ^H ^ pH pH ©5 ©q eo ph ©q ©q e5 CO lOSN 
J= ^ ̂  ̂

©5 ©5 c©
p H p H 18 20 Jq

o tS O 0 O e o o o o c 0 o•c 'dFdT3H3X5'd ■d'O'd T3 s 'd TS'd 'd'd *d 'd 'd



C R I M I N A L  R E T U R N S . 247

G > S 0 2TOG — 2— -cedb
«  . d•T3 4 2 ^  & c *

l 5 l l l
I  a gs.le

5 . 8

O O J5,
' m  $  3

—  ,5  
’S3 "

o-O g ^ ’5îr s 's  ® t*£ &>>g e j  § ®JS fij§B.a  ̂g-*
h Q

o  o  oO © ©

■§■§■§ 
5  *  «

T) 'O 'O© oi o> 0)
.S  .S . S . S£  £fti£

O U g
'o'sraG S bÎÎ « Û.O o o gTJTJ
Tl -o
© © eS 
G G TJ

S E S

, 
J

.P
 

.

• • G
Om

T24 «2
PM

: ; £  ; 

S a

PM
•"ô
ï£

©
G
O

TJ

*-5 ^  . G 
^ j ^hPh ©^S 
>>^1-5 O 5 G >

B
2

H

a

J=
°  0 - J

T J 'O tf
©
bo

TJ

a
1g
PM

K

-M*
G
4  0  0  0  0  0  0  

^ ' t ' Ü  T3 T> T) TJ

G

c  o  o l * -  
•O-OTJ * g

ia ©•-H b
Ph ÜJ

CO
Ë©

6
p=Î

3
a

d d

d
o

d
o

F
. G

u
er

n
si

 
K

. 
N

o
rt

h
,

G
. 

H
o

o
d

, 
id

g
e 

W
et

r
A

. 
M

cG
 

J
.P

.

<5 G rr s  »
£ a

« s
? ^5 d £ K m d <3 d

I T 0
M

s 30 31 31
 

1 
1 CO CO CO CO

S S S ^ g ^ ” CO CO CO ift t - CO CO CO CO O

1
0

. 
h

 .
20

.

l>. 1C iO h- b-

0 0 O o l o 0 O b O 0  o  c  o  o
TJ T3TJ 73 <!

P*
<

■o T3 T3 *0 "D Tl Æ
a

o .'ü 'C 'U 'a
«J!

TJ "0 'O 'G 'O T3 O ° 'U T S'U 'Ü 'Ü

> • © . . _© b

S “ - 1 : : t G • • 
c8 • •

* J5 <3 ; : : : : ^
G.

^3 :eS
*

JS
8

1 -

? î - 6
§ 1

'E ’ï

eé

‘à
O O 0 

TJTJ-C 'Ô
o  o  0  0  O O 0  

T3 *C 'G T3 'O TJ 'O

' , S 3Ĥ  
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r i

l î
g i S
n °HH 0̂QQ

_  _  •  g T ?
• C f i r !  ® îü  §  §  5 " *  &

s= m  • o  o o 5 . 0 -S
4*S 5?=: 0 E^Pm JM  ç  c  S  b  b E - 1 b O S
S  S - ë w J J î l M S j i
| S °  J ?

«  c 8  ■ o  • - 3  2
► 5^ g  S

> > X *  B
tOjg.2 B ® C Q t 3  £  .  B p q O

S3 tj’pû

J i l
.SÔS.Ï' ü w O  ^
( S g H ’ i

O i - i Q

UHS N.  «  b c - * - 3J J  ^  B ‘ 5^  .  ©Srî >
& i ^ i - x  i - : = 8
d | ° | | ! 4 s H s
S3& ;^S3aJ^W «£

. • ©

^  ”1 
S 0 ^

;pj

B^.a>t>

• • :Ph

o o c''*

ae
en

 
...

...
...

...
..

an
 R

ob
er

ts
on

.

)h
n 

M
ar

sd
en

. W
. M

. P
..

. 
ue

en
.

do
 

...
...

...
...

..
W

.M
.P

..
.

do
eo

. 
W

hi
tl

oc
k

‘.
W

.M
.P

..
.. 

ue
en

 
...

...
...

...
..

cy^ C?S5 O’C z aZ G *

: ■ ’ =  P s■ M  ^  
; i - 4

o  o QTJT.'■
° ^

P h
S

i ^ '  i ,
&z5?

ao ©  © © CO ^ ^  t-H t - ÇT ©  Ci ©  © J - ^  H H r lH H iH W W W s N  N N W  S S S 3 3 3 S 3 3 3 3 33

d
o 0  o  © © 0 
'O 'O

© © © o'Ü 'O 'Ü ^
0 oXJ ^ © © © © O O O O

d
o O © 

X  'Ü
© o  ©

X  X  T?
o © o o o o o o o o

^3 X  ^3 X  XJ X  ^3 ^3 ^3
a  © 

X X



R
e

t
u

r
n

 
o

f 
C

ri
m

in
al

 
an

d
 

o
th

er
 

C
as

es
 

tr
ie

d
 

in
 

th
e

 
N

o
rt

h
-W

es
t 

T
er

ri
to

ri
es

, 
<f

cc
.—

C
o

n
ti

n
u

e
d

.
252 NORTH-WEST MOUNTED POLICE.

6 5

ft T3

I . | o  - i '®
j DtT) U ijX  O

v-' V —- Ü t  g

__ ;
c ’ft-oo
6 o.E 
n <!&m

■ |5 * b
.M s
o 3 «

os — u . .5
X 0) 09

.52 *0^

OS
C

os
CD

h T> b
2 8 - ÎV

-C . 3 a M 5fi . 4 <-0 CcS •s'S-ês 1oq © 
** £ o _ M  « “ -s

a *2 

2 T3

T3 S *U
Sfu, T3T5 ►* .£« MO^s u O v n B o

O w n S fl g ' q Q ^ £ ' p g g £ ,P;

■£jnf Xq pain jj

^  fi
w• nV PH 

*.5 * Hi 
5 ^ 1 »  _rTJ .C

•[®HX jo OJ’BQ

Ph>

O ^  « o o," œ ^

^ 4 ?  w - i & £

;0-iPHĤ'
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APPENDIX LL.

A N N U A L  R E P O R T  OF S U P E R IN T E N D E N T  C. C O N ST A N TIN E , 
C O M M A N D IN G  Y U K O N  D IST R IC T , 1897.

F o r t  H e r c h m e r , D a w s o n , N .W .T., 18th January , 1898.

(Received after other reports had been sent to the Queen’s P rin ter.)

To the Commissioner
N. W. Mounted Police,

Regina.

S i r ,— Since w riting my report of last year the conditions in this country have 
changed in almost every particular. Instead of a few men working on well-known 
creeks, the discoveries of some of them dating back eight or ten years, the whole 
country is now covered w ith men travelling from creek to creek in search of gold. The 
population has jumped during the past few summer months from a few hundreds to a t 
least 5,000. Dawson a year ago consisted of half a dozen small log cabins ; to-day it 
has a number of substantial buildings, hundreds of cabins, and a  population of from 
1,500 to 2,000. Both the trading companies have built fine stores and extensive ware
houses. The majority of the newcomers are from the U nited  States, many of them 
could well be spared in any community. The rush has brought in toughs, gamblers, 
fast women, and criminals of almost every type, from the petty  thief to the murderer.

A  new post, F o rt Herchmer, was built during the past summer a t Dawson. The 
buildings, though fairly comfortable for this country, are still far from being complete. 
N ext season an addition will be required to the guard-room, which for some time to 
come will have to be used as a jail ; fu rther barrack room accommodation may be 
required, also an hospital, and probably a larger storehouse. N ext season a post will 
be required either a t the junction  of the S tew art river w ith the Yukon, or a t the mouth 
of the McQuesten River, 100 miles up the Stew art. A t present there is a camp there 
of three or four hundred men.

The McQuesten is a good sized stream, and is navigable for some distance by river 
boats, and will in all probability be the site of a flourishing camp. This w inter some 
150 to 200 men are prospecting the small streams flowing into the McQuesten, one 
creek, the 20-mile, is already known to have good diggings, as a  party  of men were up 
there some eighteen months ago, and did well, only leaving on account of not being able 
to get supplies. I  th ink it  may be safely said th a t the whole of the country from the 
K londike to  the Rockies in a south-east direction will be found to be worth opening up 
as a rich m ineral country. U p to the present no quartz has been found to w arrant 
developing, although several entries for quartz claims have been registered.

The price of food and building material has increased very much. Teams are in great 
demand, bu t owing to scarcity of forage most of them have been killed for dog feed. 
The horses are chiefly in the hands of two men and number together about twelve. I  
wished to get some firewood hauled from the bush, and the lowest rate was $150 a day 
for four single horses, and then they m ust be engaged for two days. I  did not require 
them a t these rates. I  then tried dog teams. The price asked for hauling by them was 
$20 a cord. W e are now pulling firewood w ith our own men and dogs, three in number. 
I t  is slow work as we have to haul the dry wood some two miles. Owing to the number 
of people going out over the ice, dogs are very scarce and worth a fabulous price, 
ranging from $150 to $250 each, according to size and breed. The four dogs brought in 
by Inspector H arper were small, ill-conditioned, and of very little  use ; they will not eat 
dog-salmon, although cooked, consequently I  had to trade fish for tripe. One dog has 
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died Inspector Scarth and party  arrived a t F o rt Constantine on the 12th June, and on 
the 14th they left by str. “ P. B. W eare” for Dawson, and work was commenced on the 
post here. On the 10th October Inspector H arper w ith 20 non-commissioned officers 
and men arrived without any food. Some articles of provisions were borrowed on the 
road by this p art)-, which had to be returned from our slender stock.

H ad horses and a small saw mill been furnished, the Government would have saved 
a great deal of money. The work would hjive been done much quicker, and possibly a 
post finished in one season, which cannot be done under present conditions. The steam
boat promised has not yet arrived, and to make the river service efficient two would 
now be required, one for the upper, and one for the lower river.

Application was made by a party  to acquire an  island about two miles below here 
for the purpose of cutting  hay. 1 forwarded the application, bu t recommended th a t it 
should not be granted until such time as it  was decided w hether horses would be sent 
in for us or not. Since then I  have heard nothing of either horses or hay meadow. 
Sufficient hay can be found to w inter two horses a t each post, b u t of course grain wonld 
have to be shipped in, which I  recommend should be chopped feed, as i t  is more heating 
than  oats and quite as good for the slow work required of the horses about the posts.

Inspector Scarth and twelve non-commissioned officers and men were sent to F ort 
Constantine on the 15th October, as there was no barrack-room accommodation here 
and there being a small stock of provisions there for them. I t  was my original intention 
to have only one corporal and one man there for the winter.

FOOD SU PPLIES AND RATIONS.

The present system of contracting for supplies w ith the companies here has not 
proved satisfactory. For the past two years we have not been able to secure sufficient 
food for full rations, especially is th is the case this year. We have only enough to 
barely last until the 1st of Ju n e  on short rations, and a considerable am ount of our 
supplies had to be purchased outside of the contracting company. The steam boat 
season last year was very unsuccessful. The steam er “ Bella,” of the A laska Com. 
Co., on her first trip, with barge from Circle City, brought mostly furn itu re  and house
hold goods ; second trip , a fairly good load of provisions, and th ird  trip, she arrived 
w ithout barge and a  very small am ount of goods, as she was held up by the miners a t 
Circle City and a good part of her cargo taken off. The “ Alice ” made two trips w ith 
fair cargo ; the “ M argaret ”, one trip , laden w ith whiskey ; the  “ H ealy ” of the N orth 
American Trans, and Trading Co., two trips, b u t w ith small cargoes of provisions ; the 
“ W eare”, one trip  w ith good cargo, and a second trip  w ith very little, as she was also 
held up by armed men a t Circle City. The company’s new boat “ H am ilton ” failed to 
reach here as the w ater was too low in the Y ukon flats.

The outlook for the coming summer is most serious, as no quantity  of food can 
possibly arrive here until nearly the end of Ju ly , and even then it  is improbable, as 
food will be so scarce a t the mining camps a t Minook Creek, F o rt Y ukon and Circle 
City th a t the  steamers will be held up and unloaded a t these points. W ord has been 
received from Capt. R ay of the U. S. army, who is in charge a t F o rt Yukon, explaining 
the seriousness of affairs there. H e was compelled to take over the  company’s stores 
and issue out rations. A t Circle City food is scarcer th an  it  is here. Mr. Healy, 
manager of the N. A. T. <fe T. Co. here, who received the le tte r from Capt. Ray, admits 
th a t i t  is doubtful w hether the boats will reach here w ith much cargo on their first trip  
from St. Michael. This means th a t we cannot reasonably hope for much relief from the 
outside until the la tte r  p a rt of August. New companies with new boats on the river 
can hardly relieve the situation, as it  is proven th a t boats cannot be built a t St. Michael 
and arrive here w ith a cargo the same year. By the tim e the boats are completed the 
river is so low a t the Y ukon flats th a t even did they get through i t  could only be 
with a light cargo.

Relief can only come to us down the river, and it  is necessary th a t the Government 
should take immediate action and ship supplies in over the  summit, which m ust be 
freighted over the ice to  the foot of Lake Labarge, scows built there and the provisions
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brought down by the first water, so th a t we may receive them not later than the 1st 
June , when our present stock will be entirely exhausted.

For a tim e last fall it looked very much as if a t least half of the men would have 
to be sent out. Inspector H arper brought no provisions. This fu rther reduced the 
rations, especially in bacon and flour. A t the lower post for some time ^  lb. of flour 
and 4 oz. of bacon per man per day was all th a t could be allowed. The arrival of 
several rafts of beef relieved the strain. I  purchased 6,812 lbs. of beef a t from $1 to 
S I.50 per lb.

The companies a t present trading here do not care about having the police con
tracts, as the prices they get from the miners are two or three times w hat the Govern
ment pays, consequently there is grumbling all round. The companies because they 
say they are losing money, the miners because the police seem to get so much, and the 
police because they do not get more. The only way I  can see out of the difficulty is for 
the Government to ship in their own supplies and be independent of all outside parties. 
The quality of the provisions supplied has been good.

CHIME.

D uring the past year crime has increased to a very great extent. A  considerable 
num ber of the people coming in from the Sound cities appear to be the sweepings of the 
slums and the result of a general jail delivery. Heretofore goods could be cached on 
the side of the trails, and they would be perfectly safe, now a man has to sit on his 
cache w ith a shot gun to ensure the safety of his goods. Cabins in out of the way 
places are broken into and everything cleaned out. In  a great many instances the 
perpetrators have been arrested and in some cases given so long to leave the country. 
This was absolutely necessary as we could not feed them. Some were adm itted to bail, 
and three are in confinement awaitin'* trial. One of these is held for murder, committed 
a t Tagish Lake in September last, another for robbery of between $15,000 and $18,000 
worth of gold dust, a th ird  for cleaning out a cache, and worst of all we have a violent 
lunatic in confinement.

By the last boat I  sent out, or prevailed upon to go, nearly 300 destitute persons 
to the Lower river, where there were supplies. The parties sent from here are those 
who have given Capt. Ray, of the U. S. Army all the trouble a t Circle City and F ort 
Yukon. These were American citizens, and it  was just as well th a t they were so got 
rid of. Communication with the outside world being so slow and uncertain, it  is 
impossible to learn the antecedents of this class, and our first knowledge of their 
character is learn t from the depredations they commit. In  the early party of Ju ly , an 
American officer arrived here with papers for the arrest of one Frank Novack, of 
W alford, Iowa, charged with murder. Novack arrived here on the 11th and was 
arrested on the 12th July . A fter satisfying myself as to his identity, I  sent him th a t 
evening, in a small boat to Fort Constantine, for safe keeping, and on the 15th he was 
handed over to the detective officer, who left with him on the steamboat for the outside.

A m urder was committed on Tagish Lake about the middle of last September by 
one Henderson, who was arrested by the Custom’s officers there and held until Inspector 
H arper came along, who brought him here. A fter reading the evidence taken by the 
officers on the spot I  committed him for trial, sending him down to the lower post for 
safe keeping with Inspector Scarth’s party. Henderson has been in a poor sta te  of 
health for some time, and may not live until the spring.

A lmost every boat th a t has arrived here has been the cause of a great deal of work 
in the way of settling disputes between the occupants as to the division of food and 
other supplies, the scarcity of food making men unreasonable as to the division, and 
leading to quarrels in which the assistance of the police was invoked, the division made 
and the m atter settled by their aid. These cases involved time and patience ; it was 
not a case of one a day, but of half a dozen. This went on during the whole of the 
summer, and even after the river had closed.

There was great excitement here about the end of September as to the food supply 
for the coming year: a t one time m atters looked serious, and threats were made of taking
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possession of the stores and dividing the food. I  looked over the supplies and issued a 
notice stating  the facts, and advised all those who had not sufficient food to see them 
through the w inter to leave for Circle City and F o rt Yukon, where i t  was estim ated 
th a t sufficient food was stored to last until the  arrival of boats this coming summer. 
The steamer “ Bella ” of the A. C. Co. was used for this purpose. She left here w ith 
the river full of ice, and reached Circle City about eighteen days later. Ten days after 
she left the river cleared of ice, and many left of their own accord or were sent down 
the river in small boats or scows. A bout 600 persons have gone out over the ice, and 
these selling w hat provisions they did not actually need for the trip  relieved the strain  
as regards food to a certain extent.

You have been advised of, and copies of the correspondence between myself and 
the  so-called Board of M ining and Commerce here have been forwarded. The popula
tion here being chiefly American many of them are not disposed to view w ith favour 
any restrictions placed upon them by the ordinary laws of the country, and some have 
been heard to say th a t it  was high tim e th a t the flag, meaning the U nion Jack , was 
pulled down and the  Stars and Stripes hoisted in its place, and adding th a t it  would not 
take much to do it. A t one time there was a talk  of incorporating the town, and 
application was made to me as to the means of going about it. I  referred the parties 
to the N orth-west Ordinances relative to such m atters. On reading th a t pa rt which 
states th a t the applicants m ust be B ritish subjects, the book was closed w ith the rem ark 
“ th a t ends it, in th a t case we cannot run things, but will have to pay taxes, be tte r be 
as i t  is.” I  do not mean to say th a t this sp irit pervades all, b u t it  certainly does a 
considerable number. Instead of considering th a t being allowed to hold mining pro
perty  in this country is a privilege, it  is construed into a right, which they would like 
to use to the utmost. I t  appears to me th a t it  is high time, in view of the trea tm en t 
B ritish subjects receive under similar conditions in  the U nited  States th a t Canada 
should be for Canadians, and th a t if foreigners are allowed the  same privileges as our 
own citizens they should have the same restrictions imposed upon them as are upon 
Canadians in the States, th a t is th a t they should become naturalized.

BUILDINGS AND POST.

A  reserve of forty acres was applied for a t the junction of the K londike river w ith 
the  Y ukon for police and other Government purposes; i t  was authorized by the D epart
m ent of the In terior, and surveyed by Mr. Wm. Ogilvie, D.L.S. On th is reserve the 
post was built, consisting of nine buildings. W ith  the exception of the storehouse, the 
buildings are as usual of logs, mostly cu t on the reserve; a  few were procured by outside 
labour from up the river ; th is had to be done to get shelter for the winter. Three 
small buildings were brought up from the lower post. N ot having a saw-mill, the logs 
were all hewn on three sides, entailing a  great am ount of time and labour ; the  hewing 
was required in order to get a  moss face. The work was very heavy, most of the logs 
having to be packed on men’s shoulders a distance of from 100 to  400 yards. The men 
worked well and cheerfully. M ost of the buildings have double floors. There was a 
great scarcity of windows, and, in order to get any, in the early pa rt of the season some 
of the double windows from the lower post were brought up. A  few windows came up 
on the last boat, of which we got some, bu t some of the buildings are still w ithout 
double windows. There was also a scarcity of nails, and in fact of building material 
generally. There will be another season’s work to complete the post; a stockade has to 
be pu t up and the square levelled.

FU EL AND LIGHT.

Each year the fuel supply is becoming shorter and more difficult to procure. Dry 
wood can only be got some miles up the river. Green wood by itself is almost unburn- 
able. Fortunately  this w inter has been mild, otherwise we should have suffered much. 
U p to the present we have cut most of our wood off the reserve. The dry  wood, of 
which two or three rafts were brought down the river by our own men, is kept for
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cooking purposes A bout 200 cords of green and dry wood were procured. I  have had
rru Û i r  C° r -S °  ü $10 per cord, and we hauled it  ourselves some two miles.

e se ing price o wood delivered in town is $35 per cord, with an extra dollar an hour 
or cu mg. e had no t time last season to send up the river for an adequate supply 

of dry wood, which could not have been got under a distance of 40 or 50 miles. The 
wood purchased is cut under perm it from the Land Departm ent. I t  was hoped th a t 
the coal mines would have been opened up last fall and during the winter, but w ith the 
Ingh price of labour i t  was out of the question. Dry wood could be got w ithin a 
reasonable distance had we horses to pull i t  to the river bank. I  also purchased 20 
cords of dry wood a t the lower post a t $7 per cord, the men hauling it  themselves. 
Coal oil and candles are very scarce, coal oil costing $20 per gallon, and candles were 
for some tim e selling for $1 each. We got for our own use on contract 230 gallons of 
coal oil and one box of candles.

TRAILS.

Trails and bridges are much needed for summer travel between Dawson and the 
diggings. M any complaints are heard th a t nothing has been done by the Government 
in  th is direction. In  w inter the trails are good up the different creeks ; in summer 

•w hat tra il there is has to be waded through, in some places thigh deep in mud and water, 
fully as bad as the Skagway trail. A road could be made and corduroyed, and two or 
three bridges constructed a t the crossings, as far as the mouth of Eldorado Creek, which 
would serve for all the upper creeks. Smaller trails could be made up to the H unker, 
Gold Bottom and other creeks above. This of course would cost money. The price paid 
for packing in summer is 30 cents per pound for a distance of 25 miles, and is a heavy 
addition to the already high price of provisions.

l MAIL.

No mail has arrived from the outside since June  last, with the exception of a few 
private letters brought in by Inspector Harper. I  understand th a t there is a con
siderable quan tity  of mail lying in the upper river. Messengers arrived here from the 
Big Salmon R iver with letters from Major W alsh to the Gold Commissioner and myself. 
Replies were sent back by the same party, but no general mail was taken. Owing to 
the  mildness of the w inter the upper river is not yet frozen, and considerable difficulty 
was experienced in some places in getting through. I t  seems to me th a t a mail could 
have been sent by way of the McClintock River, a t the head of which a small divide 
could be crossed to the H ootalinqua Rtver, thence down stream about 60 miles to the 
Yukon, thus avoiding the bad waters of the Thirty Mile River, the Canon and W hite 
Horse. The increase in distance would be about a day’s travel. I  am informed th a t a 
tra il was cut through there by a man named W ilson last season, and th a t people have 
come in th a t way.

MINING AND MINING REGULATIONS.

Owing to the great influx of people this year the number of claims located has 
increased enormously. Stampeding in different directions is almost of daily occurrence. 
The num ber of claims recorded now exceeds 5,000, but this does not indicate any 
m aterial increase of the wealth of the country, as by far the greater part of these claims 
are simply staked for speculative purposes and will never be worked. H undreds of 
claims will be offered for sale on the outside m arkets which will be totally valueless, and 
the  sale of which will do this country an immense amount of harm. Only a few of the 
good claims on the reliable creeks, such as Eldorado, Bonanza and H unker, will be 
offered and these if bought by capitalists and worked on a large scale, and under favour
able laws, would probably prove good investments. Out of the dozens of new creeks 
which have been discovered and indiscriminately staked this year only two or three are
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w orthy of mention as probably being good. They are notably Sulphur and Dominion 
Creeks. The values of claims on these two gulches are rapidly increasing.

The expenses of working mines here are very great ; on some of the richest claims 
i t  has cost more to take the gold out than  its value. This happened on Eldorado and 
Bonanza Creeks last summer, under good m anagem ent by experienced miners. The 
reports which have appeared in the papers outside have been very misleading. Men 
who have gone out w ith a few hundreds, are reported to have ten  times as many thous
ands. Claims from which $500 pans are said to have been taken, and which were 
reported to average from $5 to $7 to the pan, and were computed to contain 
$4,000,000, did not show any such richness when the dumps were sluiced. A n old 
miner, who last w inter worked a lay on one of the richest claims on the Eldorado, 
and  who got as high as $30 to the pan, did not make as much money as he would have 
done had he worked for wages a t $15 per day for the same time. This was owing to 
the large am ount of waste d irt th a t had to be handled to get out the th in  rich pay 
streak. A  considerable number of prospectors have already left here, and many more 
say th a t they will leave in the spring and prospect in Alaska. L ittle  or no prospecting 
for new creeks is now being done, bu t many creeks are being staked w ithout being pro
spected. Two or three colours of gold to the  pan seems to be quite sufficient to cause a 
stampede. Men rush off with neither pick, shovel nor pan, stake a claim, drop a few 
colours from their gold sacks on the ground, and then go to the recording office, and 
sw ear th a t they have discovered on the claim staked a deposit of gold. These 
claims the stakers hope to sell on the outside for large figures. New gold fields are now 
being extensively prospected and worked in Alaska. They are situated on Minook 
Creek, a tribu tary  of the Yukon, near the lower ram parts ; last reports from there are 
th a t the diggings are good and far superior to the Birch Creek mines near Circle 
City. I t  is estim ated th a t next year there] will likely be nearly 50,000 in this country. 
Since last spring the population a t th is place has increased tenfold, nor does it  seem 
improbable th a t a similar increase will take place next summer. U nder the present 
m ining laws the revenue of this country is determ ined simply by the num ber of claims 
staked, and claim owners are the only tax  payers. The labourers, mechanics, saloon 
men etc., pay nothing towards the m aintenance of the country, and obtain the same 
protection as the tax payers. The people are willing to pay taxes, and i t  is the 
unanimous opinion th a t the fairest and the best way to  bring this about, is by the m in
ers’ license system, which would virtually  be a poll tax on all over 18 years of age, as no 
one could afford to be w ithout a license in a country like this where chances of mining 
investm ent may occur a t any time. Those who are fortunate to own good claims are 
willing to pay additional fees, b u t they should be moderate, as they are the producers 
and main support of the country. This system of taxation, which has given satisfaction 
in  other mining camps, I  consider would be Veil applied here. I t  would change the 
basis of the greater portion of the revenue from the num ber of claims to  the num ber of 
people, which la tte r m ust necessarily increase far more than  the former. I f  this system 
of taxation is adopted a greater and surer revenue can be raised, and i t  would give 
general satisfaction to the people.

The ou tpu t of gold for the year 1896-1897, including the gold th a t has gone out, 
and w hat is ready for shipment, would be about $3,000,000. Probably a  million has 
been re-invested in mining properties. The estim ated ou tpu t for 1897-98 will am ount 
to  between 6 and 7 million dollars.

CLOTHING.

I  would suggest th a t the clothing for the Police for w inter in th is country should 
be as follows :—

Blue mackinaw suits, shoulder straps, and regimental buttons. Red fox Y ukon 
caps, parkies, which can be purchased in San Francisco and trim med there far cheaper 
th an  here.

For summer :— Brown duck stable clothes, lined, as heretofore, cowboy hat, laced 
red leather boots high above ankle, w ith waterproof tongue. 1 pair hip gum boots per
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j  e a r ,  ̂a n d  fo u r  p a ir  o f b e s t C anad ian  m occasins, w ith  a  good su p p ly  o f socks a n d  
s to c k in g s .

The clothing received here from Regina this summer is not nearly sufficient to 
complete the  annual issues of the increased number of men in the country. The lined 
stable clothing has not yet come to hand. A  good supply of specially strong moccasins is 
much required. The free issue, owing to  the long journeys th a t have to be performed 
on foot up th e  creeks, and the length of the w inter season, is quite inadequate, and 
should be increased. Our supply a t present is exhausted. The outside price for 
moccasins is high, ranging up to $8.50 for an inferior class of goods, and very scarce a t 
th is price. U p to this year we have been enabled to purchase a pair of native fur boots 
for each man, b u t owing to the  increased demand it  has been found impossible to obtain 
them, as parties coming up the river buy them from the natives faster than they can 
be made.

WEIGHTS AND MEASURES.

There is considerable dissatisfaction over the difference in the weights and scales 
th a t are used for weighing gold dust. All the small weights up to $1, are made in the 
country, and generally consist of a piece of copper or lead, and often on the heavy side. 
M any thousands of dollars worth of gold dust are daily weighed on, in some cases, very 
indifferent scales, and w ith the weights above mentioned, the greater p a rt of it  being in 
small amounts. Gold dust in ordinary trade is valued a t $17 per troy ounce, bu t many 
persons prefer when they can to buy coin a t $15.25 per ounce, believing they save 
money by so doing. Gold and silver coin is scarce. A n inspector of weights and 
measures is badly needed here. A ll weights, scales and measures should be tested and 
should bear the Government stamp.

I  have the honour to be, sir,

Your obedient servant,

C. CO N STA N TIN E,
Superintendent.
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APPENDIX MM.

A N N U A L  R E P O R T  OF A C T IN G  A SSIST A N T  SU RG EO N , W . A. R IC H A R D 
SON, Y U K O N  D IST R IC T , 1897.

(Received after the other Reports had been sent to the Queens Printer.)

To the Commissioner,
North-west M ounted Police,

Regina, N .W .T.

Sir,—I  have the honour to forward the annual medical report for the year 
1896-97.

I  assumed the duties of acting assistant-Surgeon on the departure of A ssistant- 
Surgeon W ills for O ttaw a on December 16, 1897.

According to the records there has not been any sickness of a serious nature among 
the men on this detachm ent. A  num ber of minor ailments not requiring mention in 
the hospital reports, were treated.

The health  of the men has been excellent considering the arduous work they were 
called upon to  perform in rafting  logs and erecting the post. Only one case of scurvy 
occurred early in the year, and I  th ink I  can safely predict th a t the detachm ent will be 
free from it during the winter.

Considering the means th a t were available, the hospital arrangem ents are good, 
b u t if there is any increase in the number of men stationed here it will be necessary to 
enlarge the accommodation.

The drugs supplied this year arrived in good condition.
A  prisoner named Henderson, apprehended for murder, who was brought down by 

Inspector H arper’s party  in October, was suffering from an aggravated form of chronic 
cystitis and kidney disease a t the time of his arrest. I t  being found necessary to 
remove him to F o rt Constantine, medicines were provided and instructions were given 
regarding his treatm ent. From the latest reports there has been no improvement in 
his condition.

A  lunatic named Anderson living on the creeks was taken in charge, and has since 
been confined in the guard-room. H e is afflicted with mania, and a t times is so violent 
th a t i t  has been found necessary to put him under restra in t in order to prevent him 
from injuring his a ttendan ts and damaging his cell. I t  is unnecessary for me to com
m ent on this unsatisfactory method of dealing with this class of unfortunates, which 
is certain to retard  their recovery. As an increase in the number of these cases may 
be expected, a building suitable for their detention should be provided.

As you are already aware, the town of Dawson City is situated on swampy ground, 
and owinv to the u tte r disregard of ordinary attention  to sanitary arrangem ents on the 
p a rt of its inhabitants, the situation has been rendered much worse during the year. 
No a ttem p t had been made to improve this condition, except on the part of the Police, 
in  so far as they could do so in regulating the disposal of garbage. There were a 
considerable number of cases of fever of a typho-malarial character during last summer, 
and a large increase in sickness of th a t nature may be anticipated next year, which may 
result in an epidemic of a serious nature.

As the possibilities of an outbreak and prevalence of fever in close proximity to 
the  post are so great, I  would recommend th a t a liberal supply of suitable nourishment 
for such cases be furnished as early as possible in the spring, particularly such articles 
as peptonized foods, malted milk, etc., which cannot be procured here, and which may 
be urgently needed for the treatm ent of any members of the force who may be attacked 
by th is disease.
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Scurvy in its milder forms has already appeared among those people who arrived 
last summer and fall, and owing to the scarcity of suitable diet there is certain  to be 
an increase during the winter.

Appended are the statistics for the year compiled from the hospital reports.

I  have the  honour to be, sir,

Y our obedient servant,

W. A. R IC H A R D SO N , M.B.,
Acting Asst. Surgeon, A . W.M.P.

F o r t  H e r c h m e r , Y u k o n  D i s t r ic t , January  18, 1898.

S ic k  R eport of the Yukon Detachm ent, Depot Division, 1896-97.

Disease.

Abscess j a w ............................
Bronchitis.....................................
C old s..............................................
Cystitis...........................................
D iarhœa........................................
D og b ite .........................................
D yspepsia.....................................
Frost b it e .....................................
Injury to knee.............................
Inflammation finger join t.. ..
Scurvy ...........................................
Sprains...........................................
Wound incised .............................
Cystitis and kidney d isease ...
Insane .....................................

Number
of

Cases.

Average
Dura
tion.

Remarks.

'  1 
1

10
1
2
1
3
1
2
1
1
2
1
1
1

1021
1
2
7
2
4
6
9

46

Still under treatment.

Prisoner, still under treatment 
do do

F o r t  H e r c h m e r , D a w s o n , 18th January , 1898.




