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S ix ty  years ag o , in  1898, an arm y o f men from a l l  walks o f l i fe  
"stam peded" over the m ig h ty  m ountain passes in to  Y u k o n , C anada. 
They b u ilt  boats from n a tiv e  h a n d -c u t lum ber and f lo a te d  down the 
tortuous Yukon R iver to  the K lo n d ik e  G o ld  F ie lds . There they founded 
the w orld-fam ous northern com m unity  known as Dawson C ity .

This 1898 G o ld  Rush in to  the Y ukon trigg e red  the greatest search 
for fla ke  and nugget the w o rld  has ever kno w n . The "T ra il o f '9 8 "  
opened a new chapter o f  northern adven tu re  and established a pa tte rn  
o f northern li fe  tha t s t i l l  exists to d a y . Robert S e rv ic e , the Bard o f 
the N o rth , fe lt  the beat o f e a rly  Y ukon li fe  w h ich  he penned in a 
sty le tha t s t i l l  exc ites the im a g in a tio n .

To commemorate th is  g re a t e v e n t, Yukon w i l l  ce le b ra te  the  60th 
Ann iversary o f the "T ra il o f  '9 8 "  d u ring  August 1958. M any events 
o f in terest w i l l  take p lace  as Yukoners pause to  sa lu te  those who 
opened up this great northern co u n try  just s ix ty  years a g o .

To the sourdoughs who live d  and w orked and laughed on the 
tra ils  and creeks o f Y ukon -  th is  b o o k le t is re s p e c tfu lly  d e d ic a te d .

ROY M INTER 
14 M A Y  1958
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W H I T E H O R S E

Y E S T E R D A Y  A N D  T O D A Y

It a l l  started on August 17 th, 1896.

O n  tha t d a y , G eorge Carmacks w ith  two Indian prospectors d is­
covered go ld  on Bonanza C re e k , a tr ib u ta ry  o f the K lond ike R iver.

W h ile  Carmacks and his tw o com panions, "Skookum" Jim and 
"D aw son" C h a r lie , are c re d ite d  w ith  tr ig g e rin g  one o f the greatest 
go ld  rushes in  h is to ry , they were in fa c t a c tin g  on inform ation supplied 
by an in cu ra b le  go ld  seeker named Robert Henderson.

Henderson was panning " th ir ty  cents pans" in  the K lond ike area 
be fore  the r ic h  s trike  on Bonanza. He advised Carmacks and his two 
friends to search along Bonanza Creek fo r go ld in greater q u a n tity .

They took his a d v ic e . The rest is h is to ry .

The d iscovery  o f go ld  on Bonanza Creek sparked a world wide 
stampede o f m en. Rich m en, poor m en, hungry m en, brave m en, d is­
illu s io n e d  and lost m en. They saw new riches, a new cha llenge , or a 
new m eaning to l i fe  h idden in the ic y  gulches o f the Yukon.

In 1898 the y  came in  the tens o f thousands. The Yukon's golden 
era was born .

M ost o f  the stampeders came north by coastal steamer out o f 
S e a ttle , W ash ington, Vancouver and V ic to r ia ,  British C o lum bia. 
A n y th in g  th a t w ou ld  f lo a t was pressed in to  se rv ice . Transportation 
was f ir s t ,  com fort and sa fe ty  second.

The steamers landed a t Skagway or D yea , A laska . Men poured 
from the  ships and started the k i l l in g  trek  over the W hite Pass or the 
C h ilk o o t pass to  the head o f Lake Bennett. There they cut na tive  
tim be r and b u ilt  crude boats to ca rry  them fiv e  hundred miles north 
on the Y ukon R iver.
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M iles C anyon, loca ted  a few  m iles south o f W h iteh orse , p re ­
sented the greatest hazard to  r iv e r  n a v ig a tio n . M any a crude boat 
w ith  its inexperienced crew  o f go ld  seekers sank in the  b o ilin g  waters 
of the C anyon. Graves a long  the w ate r's  edge gave mute ev iden ce  
o f defeated stampeders. Lives and riches were lost by a chance e d d y , 
a sw irling  cau ld ro n , a h idden ro c k .

Robert S e rv ice , the Bard o f the N o rth , penned his de sc rip tio n  o f 
this murderous m ile  o f w h ite  w a te r. He w ro te :

"W e roused Lake M arch w ith  a chorus we d r ifte d  many a m ile ;
There was the Canyon be fore us -  cave lik e  its dark d e f ile ;
The shores swept faster and faster; the r iv e r narrow ed to w ra th ;
Waters tha t hissed disaster reared up righ t in  our p a th ."

Undaunted -  the brave pressed o n . They etched the " t r a i l  o f 
'98 " deep in to  n a tive  rock -  and the pages o f h is to ry .

A  wooden tram way was e ve n tu a lly  constructed to  ca rry  supplies 
around M iles Canyon and the W hitehorse Rapids. F re ight was loaded 
on to wooden- tram cars r id in g  on wooden ra ils .  The " t r a in "  was 
hauled by horses from "C anyon C ity "  a t the head o f M ile s  Canyon to 
CLOSELEIGH, a small te n t se ttlem ent be low  W hitehorse Rapids. 
Subsequently the town was moved across the R iver and named W h ite ­
horse a fte r an Ind ian C h ie f who drowned in  the s w ir l in g  w h irlp o o ls  o f 
the Y u k o n .

It soon became obvious tha t i f  the new go ld  fie ld s  were to  be 
properly serviced a more re lia b le  means o f transp orta tio n  was re ­
qu ired . Tons o f equipm ent were needed to  f i lc h  the  go ld  from the 
creek beds. Tons o f supplies were required to  m a in ta in  the grow ing 
population o f Dawson C ity  and o ther newborn northern com m unities . 
This load cou ld  no longer be ca rrie d  over the Passes on the backs o f 
men, and jostled  down the R iver in  crude boats.

In M a y , 1898, the W hite  Pass Rai I way commenced con s tru c tion  
o f a Railroad from Skagw ay, A laska to W hitehorse , Y uko n  T e r r ito ry . 
Build ing this roadbed over the fabulous W hite  Pass was, in d e e d , an 
epic o f con s tru c tion . W ith  no th ing  but p icks , shove ls, horses and 
b lack pow der, the rig h t o f  way was blasted and torn from m ountain 
and go rge .
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The 110 m ile  ra ilro a d  ex tra c te d  every ounce of courage, im ag i­
n a tio n  and s k il l  from its b u ild e rs . They were not found wanting in  any 
o f  these requ irem ents. Their fa ith  in  the ra ilroa d  and themselves was 
f in a l ly  ju s tif ie d  on June 8 , 1900 when the firs t tra in  ro lle d  in to  
W h ite h o rse .

The R a ilw ay solved the basic econom ic requirements for a re ­
lia b le  transporta tion  system to serv ice  the Y u ko n . Freight cou ld  now 
be ca rrie d  over the W hite  Pass and d e live re d  in to  Whitehorse at 
reasonable cost and on schedu le . Loads were transferred a t W h ite ­
horse to  "stern w h e e le r" r iv e r boats w h ich  churned the ir way down 
r iv e r to  Dawson C ity .  Being a ra ilro a d  terminus and transfer p o in t,  
W hitehorse soon became the d is tr ib u tin g  cen tre  fo r a ll the Y uko n . Its 
fu tu re  w ould  ever be id e n t if ie d  w ith  the fortunes o f the areas i t  serves.

By the turn o f the cen tu ry  the mad stampede was over. W ith  the 
in tro d u c tio n  o f m a ch ine ry , go ld  p roduction  became a more systematic 
o p e ra tio n . The fre n z ie d  rush to the K lo n d ike  had brought more go ld  
seekers than the creeks cou ld  ever h o ld . Bewildered stampeders f i l le d  
the labour pools and became the unem ployed.

W h ile  m illio n s  o f do lla rs  in  go ld  were s t i l l  to be taken from the 
creeks -  the bubb le  had c le a r ly  bu rs t. Populations dropped as men 
le ft  the N o rth  fo r the "o u ts id e " , to  seek th e ir  fortunes elsewhere.

D u ring  the th ir t ie s  the p o pu la tio n  o f W hitehorse dw ind led to 
abou t three  hundred and f i f t y  persons. There i t  remained u n til the 
Pearl Harbour disaster in  1941. The defence o f Alaska from enemy 
a tta c k  became another m ili ta ry  problem  fac in g  the A llie s .  Talks 
betw een the G overnm ents o f Canada and the U n ited  States resulted in 
an agreem ent to  construct a m ili ta ry  h ighw ay from Dawson C reek, 
B ritish  C o lum bia to Fairbanks, A la ska .

In 1942 the q u ie t com m unity o f  W hitehorse became a m ilita ry  
cam p. Thousands o f A m erican  soldiers and tons o f machinery were 
transported by the W hite  Pass R ailroad in to  W hitehorse. Buildings 
and m ili ta ry  establishm ents mushroomed o ve rn ig h t. The g igan tic  task 
o f  b u ild in g  1600 m iles o f h ighw ay through northern mountains and 
ju n g le  commenced w ith  the a rr iv a l o f the firs t load o f equipm ent.
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The highw ay was com pleted in  the in c re d ib ly  short tim e  o f n ine  
months. Their work fin is h e d , the m ajor con s tru c tion  un its  d e pa rte d . 
Road equipment establishments were le ft  to  m a in ta in  the surface and 
to act as general care takers .

W hile  the h ighw ay was under construction  a s tring  o f  a ir  bases 
was b u ilt  or im proved to accom m odate the largest a ir c r a f t .  Through 
this N orth  West Staging Route, planes were d e live re d  to Russia. It 
soon became known as "Bomber R o a d ". The present a irpo rts  a t Fort 
N elson, Fort S t. John and W hitehorse were part o f  the N o rth  West 
Staging Route System. They co n tin u e  to  grow  w ith  to -da ys  econom ic 
expansion o f the whole  northern a re a .

During the war the U n ited  States, by agreem ent w ith  the 
Canadian G overnm ent, b u ilt  the C A N O L  P ip e line  from the  Fort 
Norman Tar Sands to W hitehorse . A  re fin e ry  was constructed  in 
W hitehorse to rece ive  the o i l .  P roduction commenced and petro leum  
products were produced in  q u a n tity .  H ow ever, the  p ro je c t was a 
high cost war tim e measure and was abandoned when peace was re ­
stored. M any o f the storage tanks can s t i l l  be seen from "tw o  m ile  
h i l l " ,  when en tering  W hitehorse by c a r.

It is ev iden t tha t the war had a tremendous a ffe c t on W hitehorse . 
The Canol P ro je c t, the a irports  and the h ighw ay have a l l  in flu e n ce d  
its g ro w th . In tu rn , the thousands o f peop le  who were engaged in 
these projects were in troduced to the coun try  and saw its p o s s ib ilit ie s . 
M any returned a fte r the war to earn th e ir  liv in g  and engage in  the 
peacetime developm ent o f the Y u k o n , a p tly  c a lle d  "C anada 's  
Treasure C h e s t" .

In 1946 the C anadian Arm y took over the A laska  H ighw ay as a 
peacetim e engineering  p ro je c t.  The H ighw ay has been im m ensely 
improved under th e ir  a d m in is tra tio n .

What was once a rough m ili ta ry  supply road is now an avenue o f 
commerce. Trucks and tourists by the thousands d r iv e  over i t  each 
yea r. Its e x c e lle n t surface and lo ca tio n  make i t  the  fin e s t g rave l 
road o f its type in the w orld  .
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A fte r  the war many im p ortan t m in ing companies commenced 
opera tions in  the Y u k o n . M a jo r developm ents o f le a d , z in c , s ilv e r ,  
asbestos, o i l  and go ld  sparked tremendous in terest in  the co u n try . This 
a c t iv i ty  has aga in  made W hitehorse a d is tr ib u tin g  cen tre  and base o f 
o p e ra tio n s .

In 1950 W hitehorse was incorpo ra ted  as a c ity  w ith  a mayor and 
fo u r a ld e rm e n . In M a rc h , 1951, the ca p ita l o f the Yukon was trans­
fe rred  to  W hitehorse from h is to ric  Dawson C ity .  A  modern Federal 
B u ild in g  was constructed to  accom m odate G overnm ent A gencies. It 
boasts Y uko n 's  f irs t passenger e le v a to r.

A n  A rm y housing developm ent fo r o ffice rs  and men o f the C a na d i­
an A rm y serves Headquarters, N o rth  West H ighw ay System. A  s im ila r 
p ro je c t has been com pleted fo r the R .C  . A . F . S tation w h ich  is located 
tw o m iles from the C i ty .  In a d d it io n , a large Federal housing plan 
fo r Federal employees is nearing  co m p le tio n . Private dw ellings add 
th e ir  share to accom m odate to -days popu la tion  o f six thousand 
c it iz e n s .

O th e r p r iv a te  and p u b lic  p ro je c ts , in c lu d in g  a dam and a hospi­
t a l ,  a re  be ing  e rected  w h ich  ind ica tes  the increased tempo o f the 
C ity 's  business l i f e ,  and its im portance in  Y ukon a ffa irs .

The fu tu re  appears b r ig h t fo r W hitehorse. There is much to  do to 
tame the Y ukon and make the rock disgorge its w e a lth . The doing 
w i l l  re q u ire  more and more equ ipm en t, energy, power and p e o p le . 
A l l  o f  these w i l l  pass through W hitehorse before reaching the new 
m id ce n tu ry  Bonanzas.

Fortune d id  indeed shine on tha t August day in  1896 when 
Henderson to ld  C arm acks, Skookum Jim  and Dawson C h a rlie , to 
"ch e c k  Bonanza C re e k " .

August 17th is s t i l l  ce lebra ted  as "D iscovery D ay" in  the Y u ko n . 
This is the way i t  should be; fo r th a t's  the day -  i t  a l l s tarted .
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T H E  Y U K O N  S P I R I T

The c itize n s  o f W hitehorse , and indeed the w ho le  o f the Y ukon 
are in a sense iso la ted from the rest o f C anada.

This was p a r tic u la r ly  true du ring  the go ld rush days. From 1898 
u n til W orld War I I ,  Y uko n 's  co n ta c t w ith  the "o u ts id e " was re s tric ted  
by both tim e and space. In a d d it io n , hazards o f e a r ly  tra ve l and 
costs in vo lve d  added both physica l and m ental ba rrie rs  to  the fru s t­
rated tra ve lle r 's  lo t .  These con d itio ns  imposed a re s tr ic t io n  on m ove­
ment and created a fe e lin g  o f de tachm ent from o th e r popu la ted  areas 
o f C anada.

This fe e lin g  was fu rth e r aggravated by the absence o f news. Con­
ta c t w ith  the outside w o rld  was d ire c t ly  re la te d  to  the m a il and 
gossip w ith  recent a rr iv a ls .

These basic restric tions were rea l and fo rm id a b le . They in f lu e n ­
ced the Yukon c it iz e n 's  a tt itu d e  toward h im se lf and his re la tio n sh ip  
w ith  the com m unity in  w h ich  he l iv e d .  Under these circum stances i t  
is easy to understand the b ir th  o f a com radeship th a t surpassed by a 
w ide margin the fe llow sh ips o f o ther C anadian areas.

However, th is northern cam araderie was no t the resu lt o f  tim e 
and distance a lo n e . They were m ere ly  the warp and w oof o f  the new 
northern fa b r ic .  The stresses and strains crea ted by man aga inst h im ­
s e lf, against others and against raw  na ture added the  design and 
co lours.

Early l i fe  in  the Y ukon demanded much from those who p a r t ic i­
pated in i t .  Those tha t d id  were good men in terms o f s e lf- re lia n c e ,  
physical strength and cou rage . They had to b e . Those th a t d id n 't  
possess these q u a litie s  were forced to  th e ir  knees e a rly  in  the gam e. 
O n ly  physical and m ental s trength cou ld  engage and subdue the  bone 
deep c o ld , the jagged te rra in  and the long w in te r  n ights f i l le d ,  w ith  
silence and loneliness.
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In his poem , The Law o f the Y u k o n , S erv ice w ro te ,
This is the Law o f the Y u k o n , and ever 

she makes i t  p la in :
"Send not you r fo o lish  and fe e b le ; send 

me you r strong and your sane . "

The fo o lish  and fe e b le , the strong and the sane started the long 
tre k  in  1898 but o n ly  the strong and sane a rr iv e d . The m isfits and 
fa ilu re s  were tram pled un d e rfo o t.

The arduous jou rne y  from tid e w a te r in to  the Yukon was in  a sense 
a te s t. O n ly  those who passed i t  became part o f  the o rig in a l N orthern  
C o m m unities . Those who reached the goal cou ld  id e n tify  themselves 
w ith  a very  se le c t g roup; a group o f men and women who had proved 
th e ir  m e ttle  on the  T ra il o f  '9 8 .

These a re  the  men and women who founded the new c itie s  o f the 
n o rth . W ith  m utual co n fid e n ce  and respect, a comradeship was born 
th a t s t i l l  exists to d a y . "Sourdoughs" s t i l l  gather in  S ea ttle , W ashing­
ton and V a n co u ve r, B .C . to re l iv e  o ld  tim es. W hat better m ateria l 
to  b in d  men toge ther than a v ic to ry  in  w h ich  a l l  took pa rt.

The e a r ly  days were hard days. Each man had fought his way 
north  fo r one purpose -  g o ld . The t ra il w inners were not dreamers, 
fo r they ranged h i l l ,  g u lch  and creek in  search o f the ye llo w  m e ta l. 
S earch, s ta ke , d ig  and lu ck  were the ingred ients fo r a  rich s tr ik e . 
Some found go ld  -  many d id n 't .  Those who d id n 't  worked fo r those 
who d id .

The though ts , the  p lans, and the energy o f every man and woman 
were d e vo ted  to  the p ro du c tion  o f g o ld . Food was purchased w ith  
go ld  du s t. It was used fo r d r in k in g , gam bling and for erecting  
chu rches. I t  bought space on the  r iv e r boats o r a w a ltz  w ith  a dance 
h a ll g i r l .  The w h o le  econom y was fed w ith  go ld  dust. Its rich  ye llo w  
co lo u r was re fle c te d  in  eve ry  man's eye .

This com m unity  re lia n ce  on go ld  created both com petition  and 
c o -o p e ra tio n  among the e a rly  Sourdoughs. W ith ou t i t  the communities 
o f the  N o rth  c o u ld n 't  e x is t . W ith o u t r ich  personal rewards i t  would 
not be fo u n d . Rich o r p o o r, lu c k y  o r u n lu cky  every c it iz e n  was in -
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e x tr ic a b ly  in vo lve d  in  the search and p ro du c tion  o f  f la k e  and nugget.

This common in te rest added ano the r pa tte rn  to  N orth e rn  l i f e .  
Sourdoughs drove themselves N o rth  as in d iv id u a ls .  They soon found 
they were pa rt o f  a la rge com pany o f in d iv id u a ls  -  a l l  in flam ed  w ith  
gold fe v e r. This m utual in te rest added new c o lo u r and dash to  what 
was now em erging as "The Y ukon S p ir i t " .

As the northern com m unities developed the soc ia l and c iv ic  
systems were g ra d u a lly  in tro d u ce d . O rg a n iz a tio n  reduced the chaos 
created by eager men bent on s tr ik in g  i t  r ic h .  Law and order was 
in troduced and m ain ta ined by a sm all de tachm ent o f  the N orthw est 
M ounted P o lice . This m a g n ifice n t fo rc e , in  its ow n q u ie t and e f f ic ie n t  
manner handled the many types o f problems u su a lly  id e n t if ie d  w ith  
fro n tie r tow ns. It was not an easy task and m any men gave th e ir  lives 
in  the perform ance o f th e ir  m u ltitu d in ous  d u tie s .

H ow ever, successful la w  en forcem ent seems to  be a c o n d itio n  
created by the co -o p e ra tio n  o f a l l  c i t i ’zens . The numbers o f men who 
poured in to  the Yukon betw een 1898 and the  tu rn  o f the cen tury 
made co -o p e ra tio n  esse n tia l. However capab le  the  P o lice  Force was, 
i t  is d i f f ic u lt  to  im agine them m a in ta in in g  law  and o rder w ith o u t th is 
in d iv id u a l sense o f c o -o p e ra tio n . The personal re sp o n s ib ilitie s  im ­
posed by the absence o f normal soc ia l o rg a n iz a tio n  c a n , i f  a cce p te d , 
make good men b e tte r. By and large th is  re s p o n s ib ility  was accep ted  
by the f i f t y  thousand odd peop le  who liv e d  in  Dawson C ity  and on the 
surrounding creeks.

This acceptance d id  not grow  ou t o f  sugar coa ted  se n tim e n ta lity  
or a n o b il ity  p e cu lia r to  the  e a rly  Y uko ne rs . They were hard and 
re a lis tic  m en. They a cc e p te d , s im p ly  because i t  was the p ra c tic a l 
th ing to d o . As a re su lt, an u n w ritte n  code o f beha v iou r g rew  ou t o f 
the general re a liz a tio n  tha t to su rv ive  a t a l l ,  each person must be 
responsible to  the com m unity fo r his own acts .

This code w h ich  was sym bo lized by the absence o f locks plus a 
low  crim e rate  added s t i l l  another design to the  grow ing patte rn  o f 
ea rly  Yukon l i f e .

O u t o f these thoughts, ideas, and co n d itio n s  the  p e rson a lity  o f
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the  N o rth  em erged. W ith o u t re a liz a tio n  Sourdoughs became aware 
o f "The Y uko n  S p ir i t " .  It began to encompass the whole range o f 
human re la tio n s . I t  m eant guts and go ld  and rough ju s tice . I t  meant 
decency w here men cou ld  a c t th e ir  w o rs t. It meant w inning w ith ou t 
a boast and losing w ith o u t a w h im per. It meant the honky tonk blare 
o f the dance h a lls . It meant the q u ie t sup p lica tio n  o f a boy who tried  
to  w in  over w h isky  -  and lo s t.

Then -  the re  is the s p ir it  o f the land its e lf .  There is no doubt 
th a t a t times i t  made heavy demands o f those who lived  in i t .  It was 
both loved and h a te d . It s t i l l  is . The rugged mountains w ith  th e ir  
deep locked  treasures gripped the ea rly  go ld  seekers in  helpless fas­
c in a t io n .  They s t i l l  do .

Y ukon  can no t be ig n o re d , fo r one is confronted w ith  its beauty 
and c ru e lty  a t every tu rn . W here the tem perate zones have m ild  
changes in  season, the Y ukon 's  are sharp and ab rup t. The lig h t o f 
summer, the dark o f w in te r .  The h e a t, the co ld  -  the dust, the snow. 
The changes are too d ra m a tic  to ig no re .

Who can liv e  in  this land and not fa l l  under its s p e ll?  Thousands 
have gone "o u ts id e " o n ly  to  re turn  a g a in , In answer to the "C a ll o f 
the N o r th " .

. . . I t 's  the g re a t, b ig  broad land way up yonder,
It 's  the forest where s ilence  has lease;
It's  the beau ty tha t th r il ls  me w ith  wonder,
It 's  the stillness tha t f i l ls  me w ith  peace.

------- Robert Service

The modern Y ukon c it iz e n  lives among the echoes o f the greatest 
go ld  rush in the h is to ry  o f the w o rld . It is l i t t le  wonder tha t the 
Y ukon S p ir it  o f  o ld  s t i l l  survives today in the Land o f the M id n ig h t 
Sun .

C e rta in ly  l i fe  is easier now than during the stampede but the 
fe e lin g  o f im m inent d iscovery s t i l l  permeates the a ir .  W hile  a ir  trave l 
has reduced iso la tio n  in terms o f t im e , i t  s t i l l  exists in  terms o f space. 
Iso la tion  is s t i l l  a N o rth e rn  S ocia l magnet tha t draws men toge ther. 
The free  w h e e lin g  u n in h ib ite d  h o s p ita lity  o f  the past is s t ill re fle c te d  
in  today 's  soc ia l l i f e .  Y ukon socia l barriers are f le x ib le .  They are

13.



raised for an occasion o n ly  to be removed the  fo llo w in g  d a y . The 
banker and the c le rk ,  the m echanic and the  ju dge  m eet on common 
ground. It cou ld  not be otherw ise  in  the Y ukon .

Today, Yukon riches e n tice  the prospector and a d v e n tu re r. The 
challenge brings the b u ild e r and the  d o e r. N o rth e rn  conventions 
in v ite  the dreamer and the n o n -c o n fo rm is t. H is to ry  ca lls  the w rite r 
and photographer. P ro fit a ttra c ts  the in d u s tr ia lis t or the en g in e e r.

The Yukon asks o n ly  th a t the Cheechako learn its  ways; w atch 
the ice  come in and the ice  go o u t. I f  these co n d itio n s  are met he 
may enter the northern f ra te rn ity ,  and c a ll h im se lf a Y u k o n e r. This 
is safe enough; fo r Yukoners know  th a t one year in  Y ukon w i l l  capture 
the heart o f any m an. He w i l l  never snake the  Y ukon  from his 
thoughts. He w i l l  have learned and live d  by the  Y ukon  S p ir it .  He 
w ill never be q u ite  the same a g a in .
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T H E  Y U K O N  I N D I A N

Every corner o f N o rth  A m erica  was once the home o f an Ind ian 
t r ib e .  Ind ian  com m unities were established throughout the length 
and bread th o f the C o n tin e n t and in most cases reacted v io le n t ly  to 
the  p a le fa ce  in va s io n .

N o rth e rn  Indians were f irs t in troduced to the w h ite  man's ways by 
the  Russian fu r traders. These hardy adventurers, who discovered 
A la s k a , pushed in la n d  to  hunt fur bearing an im als. They returned to 
th e ir  ships loaded down w ith  va lu a b le  pe lts . The riches to be earned 
from the brisk European demand fo r furs caused the Russian traders to 
seek assistance from the n a tive  p o p u la tio n . A  few  trinke ts  and beads 
w ould  b ring  r i f le  h igh stacks o f furs and huge pro fits  fo r the adven tu re r 
tra d e rs .

A  l i t t le  over a cen tu ry  ago the firs t permanent British trad ing  
post was established in  Y ukon by the Hudson's Bay Com pany. A t  the 
t im e , Y uko n  d id n 't  ex is t as a T e rr ito ry , but fu r trad ing  soon became 
the  areas c h ie f  occu p a tio n  and source o f w e a lth . L ike  the Russians in 
A la s k a , the e a rly  traders from England and Scotland established a p ro ­
f ita b le  business o ffe r in g  trin ke ts  to  the Indians in exchange fo r p iles 
o f  va lu a b le  p e lts .

D uring  the fu r  tra d in g  days there  were no tribes liv in g  near the 
present s ite  o f  W h itehorse . H ow ever, the nearby Tagish and LaBerge 
Indians un do ub te d ly  ranged the W hitehorse area during th e ir nom adic 
w anderings. These Indians were sk ille d  hunters and fishermen . They 
devised ingen ious traps to cap tu re  fish and anim als fo r food and b a rte r. 
Some o f these traps can s t i l l  be seen today a t K lukshu , near Haines 
J u n c tio n  on the A laska H ig h w a y .

The e a r ly  Y ukon Indians were s k ille d  in  the use o f bow and 
a rro w , c lu b  and spear. Samples o f ea rly  weapons are s t i l l  found 
d u ring  in d u s tria l e xca va tio n s . The a rt o f m aking p o tte ry , or w eaving 
was never d iscovered by the Y ukon tr ib e s . Some baskets were con­
tr iv e d  o f an im a l sinews or strips o f h id e . A s a  re su lt, know ledge o f 
the  dom estic l i fe  o f  e a rly  Y ukon Indians is not ne arly  as rich  o r com ­
p le te  as th a t o f  the C o n tin e n ta l tribes tha t ranged the Plains and 
Seaboards.
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The languages spoken in  Y ukon were Tagish, T lin k e t and D ene . 
These languages are s t i l l  spoken to d a y , bu t when a m ix tu re  o f Ind ian 
groups gather they no rm a lly  converse in  English w h ich  has become the 
common language fo r tr ib a l com m u n ica tion .

The e a rly  Yukon Ind ian c u ltu re  was n o t as advanced as the 
Southern Canadian and A m erican  Tribes who had Gods o r D ie tie s , 
w ith  r ich  re lig ious a ttitude s  superimposed on th e ir  so c ie tie s . Y ukon 
Indians p laced th e ir  greatest im portance on the  power o f m a g ic . I f  
the m agical r ite s  were p ro pe rly  perform ed then success was insured in 
th e ir  hunting ventures. There are many myths and stories de a lin g  
w ith  th e ir  great mysteries o f l i f e .  W h ile  they m igh t sound unreason­
ab le  to the modern m ind they cannot be ig n o re d . These co lo u rfu l 
h a ir b r is tlin g  legends are s t i l l  to ld  and en joyed  by the present day 
Indians o f the T e rr ito ry .

The in trusion o f the w h ite  man in to  the Ind ians' dom ain has robbed 
him o f much o f his ea rly  customs and c o lo u r . The modern Ind ian  is 
as acqua inted w ith  tw e n tie th  cen tu ry  gadgetry  as his w h ite  bro thers. 
As a result the Indian has no t deve loped his ow n c u ltu re , he m ere ly 
accepts the h is to ric  aspects o f the past as he tussles w ith  the com ­
p le x it ie s  o f a w h ite  man's s o c ie ty .

Today there are about 2 ,0 0 0  Indians lo ca ted  in Y u k o n . They are 
adm inistered by the Ind ian A ffa irs  Branch o f the  D e p t, o f C itize n sh ip  
and E ducation . The D epartm ent m ain ta ins one day and three res i­
d e n tia l schoo ls. There are a p p ro x im a te ly  f iv e  hundred Ind ian pupils 
under in s tru c tio n .

The modern Yukon Indians s t i l l  devote  m uch tim e to  trapp ing  and 
fis h in g . They m a in ta in  " fis h -w h e e ls "  in  the Y ukon  R iver to  ensure an 
adequate supply fo r w in te r as w e ll as supply fresh fish to Y ukon 
m arkets. D uring the summer months many o f  the  s k ille d  young Indians 
ob ta in  em ploym ent on road m a in ten ance . This inc ludes tru ck  d r iv in g ,  
heavy equipm ent opera ting  and genera l co n s tru c tion  w o rk . Em ploy­
ment on big game hunting  parties also provides incomes for expert 
Indian guides and hunters.

The o lde r men have not kep t pace w ith  the you ng . The new 
sk ills  cannot be learned a fte r  years o f n a tive  l i fe  and h a b it .  The
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senior Indians m a in ta in  a q u ie t aloofness and con tinue life  in  th e ir  
tra d itio n a l m anner. There are many elders who remember seeing th e ir 
f irs t w h ite  man a t the tim e o f the go ld  rush in 1898. The in f lu x  o f 
thousands o f go ld  hungry men was an a larm ing sight to  Indians whose 
lives  had been live d  in the so litude  o f the fo rest. This epic event is 
s t i l l  used to  mark the passage o f tim e and a reference point in  tr ib a l 
h is to ry .

The Y ukon Indians c lo th in g ,  both p ra c tica l and ceremonial was 
never as c o lo u rfu l as th a t crea ted by the Indians o f the Plains. The 
fea th er headdress was un kno w n. C o lour was confined to coats o f 
beaded h ides , moccasins and g loves . In comparison w ith  the tra d i­
t io n a l dress o f Southern C h ie f and B rave, the Yukon Indian dress is 
co lourless. H ow ever, when the  harshness o f the land is considered, 
the deve lopm ent o f  p ra c tic a l warm c lo th in g  instead o f c o lo u rfu l 
fea ther bedecked dress, is ea s ily  understood.

Some d is tin c tiv e  Ind ian a rt was created by using porcupine q u ills  
to decora te  c lo th in g . H ow ever, th is s k ill was g ra du a lly  lost when the 
traders in tro du ced  beads as a medium o f tra d e . When s ilk  thread was 
in troduced by the traders Ind ian women became h igh ly  s k ille d  in 
em bro idering c o lo u rfu l designs on the Ind ian Parka. The O ld  Crow 
Ind ians, ins ide the A rc t ic  C irc le ,  have developed this a rt to an 
extrem e ly  h igh  degree.

The fu tu re  o f the Y ukon  Ind ian is the concern and respons ib ility  
o f  every Y ukon c it iz e n .  A  p ra c tic a l program o f Yukon Indian de­
velopm ent has been fo rum la ted  under the auspices o f the Ind ian 
A ffa irs  Branch and The Y ukon Ind ian Advancem ent S oc ie ty . By 
im a g in a tio n  and p a tie n c e , in te rest and g u ida nce , the young Indians 
o f Y ukon a re  be ing he lped to  de ve lop  new sk ills  and to broaden th e ir  
understanding o f l i fe  and s o c ie ty .

It is the earnest hope o f many responsible people tha t one day an 
Ind ian vo ice  o f a u th o r ity  w i l l  g ive  vo ice  to wise thoughts, and tha t 
many w i l l  lis te n . O n  th a t d a y , Yukon Indians w il l  emerge from the 
past to a l i fe  o f r ic h e r m eaning and p ro d u c tiv ity .

Let the  v o ic e  speak soon .

17.



T H E  P E O P L E A T  W O R K

The people o f W hitehorse and a l l Yukon are determ ined to suc­
ceed in th e ir great fro n tie r a d ven tu re .

There are metals to f in d ,  mines to d e v e lo p , bridges to e re c t and 
bu ild ings to b u ild .  The design , con s tru c tion  and fin a n c in g  o f de ­
velopm ent pro jects are in  the hands o f men w ith  courage and v is io n . 
They are supported by a s k ille d  in d u s tria l w ork fo rce  o f proven c a ­
p a c ity  and perform ance.

The c itize ns  o fY u ko n  are in te nse ly  p ro u d o f th e irp a s ta c c o m p lis h - 
ments. There is an a b id in g  fa ith  in  the present and fu tu re  o f Y u k o n . 
I f  this was not so, the peop le  w ould  not con tinu e  to liv e  in  i t ,  fo r  
l ife  in Y uko n , w ith  its long c o ld  w inters is h a rd . There are easier 
places to l iv e ,  but c e r ta in ly  none b e tte r.

There is a h ig h ly  developed s p ir it  o f com m unity resp o n s ib ility  in  
Y ukon. There has to be , fo r the iso la tio n  and c lim a te  com bine to 
create a tremendous fe e lin g  o f in te rde pen de nce . This c o n d itio n  exists 
in  the f ie ld  o f developm ent and business as w e ll as in  soc ia l l i f e .

An exam ination o f progress over the past ten  years shows tha t 
g ian t strides in transp o rta tio n , in c lu d in g  ra ilro a d  fa c i l i t ie s ,  roads 
and equipm ent have been m ade. To ob ta in  fu l l  use o f ve h ic le s  and 
ro llin g  s tock, road and ra ilw a y  crews keep the m ain Y ukon H ighways 
and Railroad open a ll year round , despite the ravages o f w in te r and 
the most rugged te rra in  in  the c o n tin e n t.

M inera l developm ent has taken a sharp rise since the end o f 
W orld War I I .  Vast ore bodies have been lo ca te d  throughout the 
Yukon by the ever searching prospectors. The short summer season is 
fu ll o f feverish m in ing a c t iv i ty  as the  prospectors and geologists map 
the country 's riches.

Among the more im portant m inera l developm ents over the past 
two years, U n ited  Keno H i l l  M ines L td . in  the Elsa C alum et area is 
the most successful . O ne o f the o ldest m in ing  opera tions in Y ukon  is 
tha t being conducted by Y ukon C onso lida ted  G o ld  C orpora tion  whose
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go ld  dredg ing  a c t iv it ie s  take  p lace  in the h is to ric  creeks around 
Dawson C re e k .

Some o f the newer opera tions show signs o f real promise. Cease­
less w ork in  the C lin to n  Creek area has opened a valuable asbestos 
p ro p e rty . The prim ary work on th is  m ine has been carried out by C on- 
west Exp lora tion  C om pany. The underground development is being 
ca rried  out by Cassiar Asbestos C o rp o ra tio n . The property w i l l  sub­
sequently be operated by th is o rg a n iz a tio n .

A  s ilv e r- le a d  p rope rty  a t M ile  706 on the Alaska Highway is 
be ing developed by D a le  M o u n ta in  M ines Ltd . Considerable m ining 
a c t iv i ty  is be ing ca rried  ou t in  the Watson Lake area, which is b e g in ­
ning to  grow  in to  a m ajor Y ukon prospecting cen tre .

The Carmacks area and the Ketsa River D is tr ic t are scenes o f 
im portan t go ld  a c t iv i t ie s .  W h ile  the G o ld  Rush Days have long 
passed in to  h is to ry , the m agic o f the word “ G o ld " s t ill stirs the 
im a g in a tion  and prods men to a c tio n  -  new e xo tic  metals n o tw ith ­
stand ing .

Extensive e x p lo ra tio n  is be ing carried  on by Prospectors' A irw ays 
L td . ,  Newm ont M in in g  C o . ,  Canex L td . and many others. G rea t 
N orthw est Investments re c e n tly  opened an o ff ic e  in Whitehorse to 
assist in  f in a n c in g  E xp lora tion  companies w hich are working in the 
vast reaches o f the Y u k o n . In a d d itio n  to base metal developm ent, 
ex tensive  o i l  e x p lo ra tio n  has been undertaken in the Eagle P lain and 
Peel Plateau area w ith in  the A rc t ic  C irc le .

C al Standard are a t present ca rry in g  out seismographic and geo­
lo g ic a l surveys west o f  the Peel P la teau . The p o ss ib ility  o f discovering 
a sea o f o i l  under the domes o f N o rthern  Yukon is creating feverish 
a c t iv i ty  throughout the N o rth .

O i l  is the b lood o f the c e n tu ry . It pulses through our engines by 
the b illio n s  o f b a rre ls . W ill the shadowy deeps o f Yukon y ie ld  some 
b i l l io n s ?  The new netw ork o f exp lo ra to ry  roads east and north and 
west ou t o f Dawson w i l l  he lp  to  supply the answer.
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Equipment to lo ca te  and de ve lop  these r ic h  m in ing  areas is b rought 
overland by R ailw ay from the sea or v ia  the A laska H ighw ay by  tru c k .

The m aintenance o f the A laska H ighw ay is the re sp o n s ib ility  o f 
the Canadian A rm y . This w ork requires a large c iv i l ia n  s ta ff o f  super­
visors and te ch n ica l m en. The Headquarters N orthw est H ighw ay 
System is in  W hitehorse and the  m a jo r ity  o f the m ili ta ry  and c iv i l ia n  
personnel are located th e re .

Every one hundred m iles o r so an Arm y M a in tenance  Camp has 
been established to m a in ta in  the  H ig h w a y . C onsiderable c o m p e titio n  
prevails between the various Camp crews w ith  respect to  m aintenance 
standards.

Loiselle Transport and N o rth e rn  Freightways have established 
scheduled fre ig h t runs in to  W hitehorse , using heavy tra c to r t ra i le r  
com bination u n its . Some transport drivers have logged over a m ill io n  
miles on the A laska H ighw ay w ith o u t serious m ishap.

Canadian Coachways L td . m a in ta in  a bus schedule on the A laska 
Highway between W hitehorse and a l l  the m ajor term inals in  C anada.

A  unique d iese l-pow ere d  na rrow -gauge  ra ilw a y  is opera ted  by 
the W hite Pass and Y ukon R a ilroad betw een Skagway and W hitehorse . 
O ne tra in  a day brings sealed co n ta in e r loads o f fre ig h t w h ich  o r ig i­
nate in  V an cou ver, B . C . ,  and are brought N o rth  to Skagway on the 
W hite  Pass S h ip , "C lif fo rd  J .  R ogers". This op era tion  employs a large 
working force w hich must con s ta n tly  overcom e the cha llenges o f the 
sea and the awesome fou r per cen t m ountain grades.

Canadian P ac ific  A ir lin e s  and Pan A m erican A ir lin e s  serve 
W hitehorse and Yukon by p ro v id in g  regu la r fre ig h t and passenger 
serv ice . P rivate lig h t a irc ra f t  concerns p ro v ide  a ir  serv ice a t a l l  
m ajor points in c lu d in g  W hitehorse , Dawson C i ty ,  Watson Lake and 
A t l in ,  B .C . The personnel o f the a irw ays con tinu e  to p ro v id e  and 
expand the a ir  serv ices, p ioneered by C anada's famous bush p ilo ts  
during the tw enties and th ir t ie s .

Yukon businesses are p ro v id in g  a l l  the services required to  p ro ­
mote sound econom ic exp a n s io n . That the y have succeeded despite
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the burden o f h igher N orth e rn  costs and opera ting  d if f ic u lt ie s , attests 
to  th e ir  a b i l i t y  and d e te rm ina tion  .

The Y ukon businessman has a tremendous stake in the fu tu re  o f 
Y u k o n . He is dem onstrating th a t fa ith  by b u ild in g  new fa c il it ie s  and 
expand ing o ld  ones. These expanded services w i l l  provide the c itize n s  
o f the N o rth  w ith  many o f the basic comforts en joyed by c itize ns  o f 
la rge C anadian c it ie s .  They w i l l  a lso assist the investor, who ap­
proaches Y ukon w ith  plans fo r deve lopm ent.

The econom ic fu tu re  o f Y ukon depends on the planners, the 
fin a n c ie rs  and the w orkers. I f  the teamwork o f the past is any 
c r ite r io n  -  the  fu tu re  o f Y ukon is assured.
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T H E  P E O P L E A T  P L A Y

Life  in  the Yukon is fu n . It cou ld  h a rd ly  be o therw ise  fo r  i t  
contains the greatest cong lom era tion  o f cha rac te rs , o d d b a lls , s id e ­
winders and w onderfu l p e o p le , than any o th e r p lace  in C anada, and 
perhaps the whole  w o rld .

W hitehorse has c o n trib u te d  its fa ir  share o f Yukonese to the 
record . It's  w ritte n  on the faces o f the o ld  tim ers who have a l l  seen 
and done a 'th in g  or tw o . T h e ir in fo rm a l dress, th e ir  beards, th e ir  
boyish a n tic s , th e ir  easy g a it  suggests a f la i r  fo r liv in g  p e c u lia r  to  a 
special breed o f men. They have endless tales to  te l l  o f  de rrin g  d o , 
stakes lost and whiskey g a lo re . W h ile  tim e  has deepened th e  lines on 
the ir faces th e ir  hearts are s t i l l  fu l l  o f  y o u th fu l optim ism  and an o v e r­
whelm ing zest fo r l i f e .  Their ho rizon  searching squints crea te  m yriads 
o f crows fee t w h ich  na rrow  the eyes to  s lits ,  bu t they d o n 't  h ide  the 
tw in k le  tha t's  in  them . They transm it ge n e ro s ity , humor and a 
thundering c a p a c ity  to crea te  a lo t o f g le e .

The d a ily  l i fe  o f W hitehorse is busy and p ro d u c tiv e , b u t never so 
fra n tic  tha t a moment c a n 't  be sto len fo r re freshm ent. Here is a 
p lace where a fe llo w  can stop and ta lk .  The am ount o f  conversa tion  
can be judged by Y uko n 's  per c a p ita  consum ption o f nut brown a le  
and other liq u id  concoctions -  i t 's  the highest in  Canada . Y ukon  is 
ne ither proud nor depressed by  th is  honour. When th is  sa tis fy in g  
accom plishm ent was f irs t  announced there  was o n ly  a s lig h t pause by 
the pa rtic ipan ts  to ackn ow led ge  the fa c t .  In tha t f le e tin g  second 
new lines o f de te rm ina tion  form ed on the faces o f Y u ko n 's  m erry m en. 
Observers who know and understand th is  lo o k , were f i l le d  w ith  
confidence and p rid e . They knew  tha t the record w ou ld  be m a in ­
ta ined and even increased by superior Y ukon pe rfo rm ance . It has 
been said tha t Yukoners never break under stress. This is so; they 
m erely bend -  a t odd an g le s . This is an occu p a tio n a l hazard en joyed 
by Yukoners who have qu a ffe d  themselves in to  s ta tis t ic a l h is to ry . N o  
o ther T e rrito ry  can make th is  s ta tem ent.

Yukoners are generous p e o p le . Their doors are a lw ays open to 
the stranger. M eat and d rin k  in  lav ish portions and jo lts  a re  p laced 
before the t ra v e lle r .  The food serves tw o purposes. F irs t, to  re -
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fu rb is h . Second, to so g lu t the stranger tha t h e 'l l  be unable to  ta lk ,  
thus le a v in g  a c le a r f ie ld  for his host to regale him w ith  tales o f 
Y uko n  lo re . When the stranger departs in  the wee small hours, he is 
u su a lly  co n v ince d  he has met a man w ith  a m ission. It is conceded 
th a t a l l  the b e tte r Texans, are soundly Yukon tra in e d .

Y ukon soc ia l gatherings a re  in fo rm al and easy go ing . A l l  the 
norm al conventions are respected -  th a t is i f  they make sense. I f  they 
d o n 't ,  they are e lim in a te d  by the unspoken consent o f a ll present. 
For in s ta nce , shoes are o fte n  removed out o f regard fo r the host's 
c le a n  f lo o r .  This is im p ortan t; not ou t o f consideration for the host, 
but because the flo o r  is where peop le  s it .  There are also many 
fo llo w e rs  o f a c u lt  (established by a Yukon od db a ll) who s tou tly  
m a in ta in  th a t fee t b re a the , and thus suffer m ild  strangulatioh when 
encased in cured le a th e r. W h ichever school o f thought is supported 
the  results a re  the same; e ith e r the flo o r gets d ir ty  or fee t turn b lu e . 
The o n ly  possible so lu tio n  is to  remove one's shoes; and carry on.

To a vo id  m isunderstanding i t  should be recorded that there are 
a ffa irs  where shoes are worn th roughou t the e ve n in g . However, these 
are m ostly p u b lic  fu n c tio n s , such as dances, where shoes are regarded 
as a rm o u r.

There a re  tra d itio n a l soc ia l functions tha t are one hundred per 
cen t fo rm a l. This inc ludes the w earing  o f w h ite  t ie ,  ta ils an d , o f 
cou rse , b la ck  socks. O n these form al occasions cigarettes are held 
w ith  the arm s lig h t ly  b e n t, the hand d e lic a te ly  curved w ith  the palm 
u p . I f  the tra d itio n a l Y ukon  c ig a r is smoked, i t  is jammed in the 
m outh as u su a l.

An a ir  o f  m ild  bordom adds to  the charm o f the "Formal "e v e n in g . 
It's  a l l  very  lo v e ly  and a l l  ve ry  s t i f f .  This state o f a ffa irs  has been 
know n to last h a lf  an ho u r. Then -  s ix ty  years o f Yukon history comes 
to  the  rescue. By m id n ig h t, the dam bursts w ith  no possible chance 
o f im m edia te  re p a ir.

There a re  o ther aspects o f W hitehorse li fe  worthy o f con ­
s id e ra tio n . There are w rite rs  w ith  the seats ou t o f the ir trousers. 
There are frus tra ted  artis ts  who p a in t and frustrated artists who d o n 't 
p a in t .  There is a com petent p ia n is t who has a great future on the

23.



concert stage and several budding scu lp tors.

W hitehorse is an a c t iv e  to w n . D uring  the co ld  w in te r  months 
Yukoners are e ith e r c u r l in g ,  pounding pieces o f copper in to  po ts, 
rehearsing the fa l l  drama p ro d u c tio n , o p e ra ting  m odel tra ins o r 
practis ing the Choral S oc ie ty 's  Christmas p re sen ta tion . They w i l l  be 
found o rg an iz ing  a c lu b  fo r some w o rth y  cause, o r fo r perhaps no 
cause a t a l l .  There are cubs, scouts, guides and brownies plus 
teenage groups to engage the interests o f  restless y o u th .

Name i t  -  and W hitehorse has i t .  The Jumble o f soc ia l a c t iv it ie s  
creates a l iv e ly  c o n f l ic t  o f  in terests a n d , o c c a s io n a lly , the  most 
d e lig h tfu l argum ents. Everyone belongs to a t least one o rg a n iza tio n  
tha t is devoted to the en lig h ten m en t o f  the rest o f  the  to w n .

It's  a town o f com m ittee men and fund ra isers. The peop le  
b u ild ,  c o rre c t, g u id e , p ro c la im  and denounce. Each one o f these 
projects requires a ch a irm an , a com m ittee and a sub co m m itte e . 
W ith so much b u ild in g , p ro c la im in g  and gu id in g  g o in g  on there is 
o ften  a shortage o f liv e  w ire  b u ild e rs , p ro c la im e d  and gu ide rs . It 's  
not unusual there fore to f in d  the same liv e  w ires on a l l  the  com ­
m ittees. Unless a ll p ro jects  are c a re fu lly  exam ined , l iv e  w ires are 
lia b le  to f in d  themselves ad vo ca tin g  a p ro je c t on one com m ittee  and 
denouncing i t  on a n o th e r. This is considered bad form  -  no t because 
it 's  wrong to  have tw o d ia m e tr ic a lly  opposed o p in io n s , bu t because 
i t  wastes so much beastly  t im e . This is im p o rta n t, because Y ukon 
lib a tio n  vendors close a t m id n ig h t and there is l i t t le  rest s leeping on 
an empty stom ach. A ny  liv e  w ire  who persists in  tim e  consuming 
arguments is considered persona non g ra ta , and to be a vo ide d  a t a l l  
costs.

Yes -  there is no doub t about i t  -  l i fe  in  Y ukon is fu n . I t  b o ils ,  
i t  stretches, i t  shakes and sometimes alm ost to tte rs , bu t i t 's  n e ve r, 
never d u l l .

The people o f W hitehorse love th e ir  tow n . They lo ve  i t  because 
it 's  fu ll o f o ther people who love i t  to o . It has no fa lse fronts nor 
in h ib itio n s . There are a l l  sorts o f  wrong things and a lo t more r ig h t 
th ings. R ight or w rong , the y  are there  for a l l  to  see in  the g l i t te r in g  
northern sun ligh t w h ich  concea ls n o th in g , but reveals -  a l l .
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