
dawned. Graduall y the semi-slavery of the 
working classes was reli eved. Before then 
children were obliged to work in factories 
from twelve to eighteen hours a day, and 
to all workers a mere pittance was paid, 
forcing them to liv e in poverty and distress. 

The Prince Consort brought those con
ditions and abuses to the knowledge of the 
Queen, who did what she could to improve 
them. At the insistence of the Prince, the 
Crystal Palace was buil t , bringing to Eng
land many distinguished visitors with 
thousands of much-needed pounds. 

The Prince Consort was well named, 
"Albert the Good." 

With the accession of the new ruler com
parative peace once again descended on 
Thomey Island. As time went on there 
seemed to be very few anxious to resume 
or take up the old quarrels and reli gious 
bickerings. To my mind, aft er reading my 
English history for many years, I have not 
yet been able to determine whether the 
Roman Catholics or the Engli sh Protestants 
deserve the greatest blame for the horrors 
that both parties brought to the world. It 
was merely again the unfortunate part of 
human nature. Save of late occasional war 
scares from the Asiatic, rumours of wars are 
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not a necessary adjunct of day-to-day 
living. 

The present regime that has already 
taken place with Elizabeth II owes much to 
the Royal Family Ca mixture of German, 
English, Scottish, Danish blood with just 
a spike of French) a nd has been particularly 
fortunate in the upbringing of the family. 

The brief reign of Edward VIII, so popu
lar as Prince of Wales, was terminated by 
weakness seldom und erstood by the British 
people, and brought to a finish by the 
young King's declaration that he would 
abdicate the throne rather than give up 
the woman he loved. He married an 
American woman, who had been divorced 
twice, belonging to what might be called 
the upper middle class of the United States. 
Evidently neither party attracted the over
whelming support or attention of either the 
people of England or of the United States, 
and the occupancy of the throne was soon 
to be filled properly by his brother, who had 
married a Scottish girl, not only a titled 
woman, but a woman of rare distinction 
who understood and appreciated the posi
tion which she had been called to fill. Their 
oldest child is our present Sovereign, Her 
Royal Highness Queen Elizabeth, the 
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second Elizabeth to be crowned Queen. 
The Queen Mother, Mary of T eck, de

serves great credit for the care and effort 
with which she assisted the mother in 
bringing up her oldest daughter to fulfil a 
position she had not expected to be obliged 
to take for her Empire. 

There seems to be little or no doubt that 
the late King George VI died as the result 
of the unusua lly heavy burden thrust on 
his shoulders by the abd ication of the Duke 
of Windsor. 

With the coming of the Coronation, 
which will in a very few months celebrate 
the crowning of our second Queen Eliza
beth, a woman of irreproachable character, 
trained from infa ncy by her parents a nd 
grandmother , Queen Mary, to fill with all 
qualifications necessary the position of 
Queen of England and the Empires beyond 
the Seas, dawns once more a new and vastly 
different era of "Elizabeth the Queen." 

All of her subjects wish her and her 
splendid Consort, the Duke of Edinburgh, 
a reign well beloved a nd respected by their 
subjects, coupled with the necessary deter
mination and sincerity of purpose to fill 
their two great positions. 

GOD SAVE THE QUEEN 
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