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1 Ft Rae/Edzo, N.W.T.

2 August 11, 1976.

3 (PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT)

4 THE COMMISSIONER: Ladies and
5 | gentlemen, I will call our hearing to order this

6 afternoon.

7 I think that many of you were
8 | here on Monday evening and again last evening, so I

9 | won't repeat any of the things I said then. I think
10| we'll just begin, if that's all right with the Chief
11| and the Band Council and the other people here and if
12| it's all right with whoever is running this radio over
13| to my left.

14 So, I think we'll just begin
15| with people who are anxious to speak.

16| (JIM RABESCA RESUMED AS INTERPRETER):

17 MR. J. RABESCO: We would
18| like to call on the President of Indian Brotherhood to
19| speak. George Erasmus.

20 GEORGE ERASMUS resumed:

21 MR. ERASMUS: Thank you very
22| much. I'm very happy to be here, A little over two

23| years ago I had the pleasure of speaking to you as the
24| Director of community development for the Indian

25| Brotherhood.

26 I now have the honor of

27| speaking as President of the Indian Brotherhood and
28| chief spokesman for the Dene people.

29 Now that you are in Rae, I
30| thought it was appropriate that the statement I am
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1 making now by my Vice-president and myself, I thought

2 it was appropriate that we make a statement since you

3 | have heard the people from Aklavik to Fort Smith and

4 | this is really the conclusion of the community hearings
5 | and the major contribution of the Dene community

6 | people.

7 What I would like to do today
8 is give what I think is an overview, a summary of what
9 our people have been saying to you and take a look at
10| the experience of the Inquiry in the context of Dene

11| history; in the context of Dene history as it relates
12| to our past; in the context of Dene history as it

13| relates to the Dene as we are present; and the Inquiry
14| process as will relate to us as Dene people as a nation
15| in the future.

16 As community people, as older
17| people particularly have told you, long before the

18| Europeans decided to look for the East, the Orient, and
19| discover this land, the Dene lived here. We had our

20| own way of life. We had our own laws by which we

21| governed ourselves. We had our own laws by which young
22| people were taught. We had our own ways of worship.

23| We had our own education system. We had a complete way
24| of life.

25 We called ourselves Dene.

26| Simply translated, we were the people as different from
27| the animals. With the coming of the Europeans, we

28| experienced a new way of life. Before the coining of
29| the Europeans, we the Dene defined history in our own

terms. We decided the kind of communities we wanted to
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1 be. We decided the way we wanted to live. With the

2 | coming of the Europeans, we felt the experience of

3 | a way of life in which we were supposed to be

4 | inferior.

5 We were not defining life any
6 longer. History was being defined for us. A new kind
7 | of education system was set up for us. Everything that
8 | was imposed on us was teaching us how not to regard

9 | ourselves as a specific people, how to disconnect

10| ourselves from the historical past that is specifically
11| a unique experience of the Dene and the whole

12| experience, up until now, has been that we Dene should
13| forget who we are and we should now assimilate into a
14| superior way of life.

15 We should become Canadians.
16| We should forget our specific difference. Evidence of
17| the experience of the Dene being colonized was that

18| life and history was being defined for us. It was

19| being imposed on us and we were not anymore the actors.
20| We were being acted upon even to the point where we

21| were being named. We have been called Indians. We

22| have been called non-status Indians, we have been

23| called Metis.

24 All of this is an imposed

25| kind of world on the Dene. We have always known who we
26| were, particularly the old people have always

27| remembered who we were. Anytime that we accept

28| this kind of definition of the world, we are accepting
29| the whole process of being colonized. We are accepting
30| our repression. I have said that you are our last
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1 hope.

2 It is true that the Inquiry

3 | has played an important role in the history of the

4 | Dene nation. But I think that really you are not our

5 | only hope. The Inquiry has been a form in which

6 nationally we have been able to look at the valley

7 | and focus attention on the kinds of developments that

8 have been planned for the valley and on a national

9 level, people have asked themselves, is this a good

10| plan and why is it a good plan and who will it

11| benefit.

12 I think internationally this
13| has been a form in which we have given an example to

14| the international community on how major projects, like
15| the pipeline, should be approached. But the truth of
16| the-matter is, those people that say that this Inquiry
17| is our last hope are accepting the fact that the Dene
18| have been colonized and they believe that only the

19| colonizers can act and that the hopes of the Dene are
20| in those same people who have colonized us.

21 That is not true. That can
22| never be true of any oppressed people. It is only we,
23| the Dene, that can guarantee our future. It is only by
24| our actions that we can 'get the kind of settlement we
25| want, that we can develop the kind of communities in
26| the North that we want. You have been with us for over
27| two years now. I think you have corm , you have

28| entered the Dene nation at a crucial time, at a time
29| when we have just been--we have experienced

30| colonization for over fifty years and we have now begun
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1 to reassess the kind of future that we want for

2 ourselves.

3 We, as a people, are deciding
4 | whether or not its, a simulation into the Canadian

5 fabric that is our future or else, do we as a distinct
6 | people want to continue our nation? You have heard old
7 | people speak of the way of life a long time ago. You
8 have heard young people speak about the kind of

9 | education system they have been involved in. You

10| have heard us talk to ourselves. Young people have

11| talked to old people. O0ld people have talked to young
12| people.

13 Inquiry has been a process in
14| which we have been decolonizing ourselves. Our

15| struggle is for self-determination. We want to be in
16| charge of our lives and our future. Very recently, the
17| Prime Minister in addressing the Queen stated that

18| anytime that there is an element within Canada that

19| struggles to preserve its integrity, Canada as a whole
20| is being protected.

21 I think we agree that our

22| struggle is in the interests of Canada as a whole. We
23| are willing to settle for nothing less than to be able
24| to direct our lives. Last year at Fort Simpson at the
25| Joint General Assembly of the Metis Association and

26| Indian Brotherhood, we passed the Dene Declaration. We
27| stated we were a nation. Some people thought this was
28| a new position. But there is nothing new in that idea.
29| We were simply stating the same position that our

30| people have always had. It was the same position that
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the leaders at the signing of Treaties 8 and 11
had.

I'm not talking about the
version that's written in the Treaties. What's written
on the pieces of paper that represent what is recorded
in Canadian history as Treaties 8 and 11 is that the

Dene of the valley sold their land, gave up the right
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to govern themselves. That is not the kind of treaty
9 our people passed.

10 Our people have never given
11| up the right to govern themselves. Our people have

12| never given up this land. The reason that the

13| native organizations were formed, the reason that

14| the Indian Brotherhood was formed was for the same

15| thing. Our people were experiencing that our

16| version of the Treaty was not being met even though

17| we had never given up the land, even though we had

18| never given up the right for somebody else to make

19| decisions for us.

20 We had never given up the

21| right for another institution, another government to
22| make decisions on this land that was being continually
23| done. We needed the organizations to regain that kind
24| of authority. The Caveat Hearings with Judge Morrow,
25| the testimony there, the evidence there; it's

26| consistent. Our people did not give up the land, did
27| not give up the right to govern themselves.

28 When our people meet with

29| government officials, the position is always the same.
30| Our people always work on the basis that they have the
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1 right to make decisions. They have the right to direct
2 | their own lives. They have the right to be able to

3 | decide when dams are going to be built when the

4 | Mackenzie Highway should be built when the pipeline

5 should be built, if ever; when new cities should be

6 | built.

7 This is the same kind of

8 evidence that has been presented before the Judge

9 | consistently at all of our community hearings. Our

10| people keep putting the same position forth. What we

11| want is self-determination. In our eyes, we never

12| ever gave that away. That position has been

13| consistent, The Dene Declaration was not dreamt up

14| last summer. It's a position that represents the

15| actions of our people consistently throughout our

16| history.

17 Its in evidence recorded at

18| community hearings and at formal hearings in the

19| Berger Inquiry records, Over the past year some people
20| have looked at the kind of internal dialogue, the

21| kinds of process that the Brotherhood was in and some

22| people have thought it had stemmed from disputes which
23| were based on things like the Dene Declaration.

24 This is not true. What has

25| been happening is our people have been working out the
26| correct role for territorial leaders, the correct role
27| for local leaders, the correct role of community

28| people. The position has remained the same from even

29| before the starting of the organizations. What was

30| needed was a leader that would give control back to
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1 the people, diversity at our general assembly in

2 | Norman. The local representatives of all the twenty-
3 five communities that came made a historical decision
4 | that the power should not be in the hands of the

5 | president. The power should be in the hands of the

6 | twenty-five communities together.

7 Since then, we have begun

8 | the work to internally again give back the kind of

9 | decision, authority that local people need. The

10| government of the Dene before the Europeans was one of
11| collective agreement. We did not have people, leaders
12| sit by themselves somewhere and make decisions and

13| come back and impose them on our people. We are not
14| going to have an organization that does that.

15 What has been happening in
16| the past year has begun work on a new kind of

17| organization, a new kind of government in which

18| decisions will be as close to the basis of the people
19| as possible. The decision that is before the Dene

20| people today as it has been now since Confederation,
21| since the beginning of Canada as a nation, for the

22| original people, for the native people, is, do we

23| assimilate? Do we remain distinct people?

24 For us in the valley here
25| it's a decision. Do we want to continue on as Dene
26| people or do we want to forget that and be like

27| everybody else? The decision before us, I think, has
28| been made already and people are acting on it. It's
29| clearly that we want to remain as Dene people. We do

not want to assimilate.
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We have no illusions that
that is not a difficult thing that we have gotten
ourselves into. We know that our struggle because
of the powers that be in the world will be
difficult, but as a people, we have decided for
self-determination. We want to be our own boss.

We want to decide on our land, what is going to
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happen. 1It's not as some people keep referring to

9 | as looking back. We are not looking back. We do

10| not want to remain static.

11 We do not want to stop the
12| clock of time. Our old people when they talk about

13| how the Dene ways should be kept by young people and
14| they talk about stopping the pipeline until we settle
15| our land claims. They are not looking back. They are
16| looking forward. They are looking as far ahead in the
17| future as they possibly can and so are we all.

18 Our position is, there can
19| be no pipeline until after our land claims. Again,

20| the reason why I started out by saying that this

21| Inquiry is not our last hope is because, if we are

22| going to survive and wear going to guarantee that in a
23| hundred and two hundred years there are going to be
24| Dene, that can only be guaranteed by our actions, the
25| actions of the Dene to make that happen.

26 There is no question, there
27| can possibly be no question on whether or not the Dene
28| nation exists and I think that Mr. Berger, you

29| probably more than anyone else, now knows that there

30| exists a Dene nation, There has existed a Dene nation
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1 for a long time and this can happen to be the case for
2 a long time in the future if we, the Dene, decide we

3 | want to remain Dene and that is what we intend to do.
4 That's all I wanted to say.
5 I would like to thank the

6 | Chief and the Band Council for letting us speak so

7 | soon. I think we were on the agenda a little later in
8 the afternoon. Thank you very much.

9 (PETER LISK TRANSLATES THE ABOVE INTO DOGRIB)

10

11 CHIEF CHARLO resumed:

12 CHIEF CHARLO: You are here
13| to hear the Dogrib people opinions and views on the

14| pipeline, Mr. Berger, through you the people feel that
15| and hope that we have the Government of Canada to hear
16| our opinions on the pipeline because the government

17| will make a gross error if they ignore the words of

18| the Indian people who raise their views at this

19| Inquiry.

20 I would like at this time to
21| say a few words, my feelings on the pipeline and the
22| people have spoke for the last two days. Also, every
23| group of people, whether they are the whites, Metis or
24| Dogrib have a history and us, the Indian people, the
25| Dogrib people or Chipewyan, we also have a history

26| behind us.

27 We, the Indian people,

28| during the time the White man came to our land, we

29| have had no whatsoever of history been recorded. When
30| the people were talking to you like yesterday and
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1 today, the old people, especially the old people; they
2 do not read, they are not educated. They talk from

3 their hearts and whatever they say, they see from

4 | their eyes and when they're talking about the cold

5 | weather and that they experienced, that's what they

6 felt.

7 I would like to go back when
8 the Treaty was signed, the reason the Treaty was

9 signed. Before that there was two tribes in the

10| Territories, One was the Chipewyan. The other one was
11| the Dogrib tribe. There was two leaders in

12| Territories. The first tribe that was to meet with

13| the White people was the Chipewyan and during that

14| time, some of them explored our country. They have a
15| hard time meeting our people.

16 So, when the White people

17| explored it, they provided the Chipewyan tribes with
18| rifles so it makes them easier for them to make a

19| passage to their destination. But this is not

20| successful and just a few years before the Treaty,

21| Edzo and Akaitcho, they make peace and this is what we
22| have been living up to now. When the White man first
23| come into Northwest Territories as they did when they
24| discovered North America in 1492, they see the land of
25| plenty; and the same when they see Northwest

26| Territories, They see the land with forests, minerals
27| and this is explored site but the only way they can
28| get control over all this land are the resources by
29| the Treaty.

As the old Chief at that
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1 time, the leaders as they know what they were signing.
2 I don't see where they have signed Treaty until now.

3 In 1921 the Treaty was

4 | signed between Chief Murphy and the Government of

5 | Canada. During that time, there was only one

6 | translator and many of the Dogrib people at that time
7 | are not educated and I would like to say that as if

8 | the translator was trustworthy at that time and I'm

9 just saying that we tried to get it.

10 After the Treaty was signed,
11| the people were forced to give up their land, surrender
12| their land and they did not know this, and after they
13| give up their land, the people from the Southern explore
14| our country, just started mining but the people were
15| busy hunting year round but they not too busy looking
16| what foreign people are doing on their country. This is
17| a very example Id like to give. It happened in 1939
18| before the Yellowknife Mine was open.

19 Yellowknife Mine, the gold
20| was discovered by one of the Dogrib ladies, Then the
21| lady that turned the rocks over to the White person

22| and the White person turned around and this rock is

23| nothing. A couple of years later that person who took
24| the rock with him, he brought more people with him

25| from South. They started mining. So, the Yellowknife
26| Mine was discovered by one 0ld lady from the

27| Yellowknife tribes.

28 Another instance is the Rae
29| Rock Mine. Its forty miles north of here.

30| Uranium Mine, that was discovered by the old man who
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1 is living today, Mr. Harry Black. He turned the rock
2 over to one of the prospectors and then he never heard
3 from that person for a few years and when they

4 returned, the mine was open.

5 Now, all these things are

6 | happening every day. Like you've been here with us

7 | today for the last few days, listen to the old people.
8 | You are representing Canada. I think the old people,
9 like myself and the young people, we are getting

10| tired. We tire because this is not the first time the
11| government officials come to our communities and

12| listen to us to take back their reports with them to
13| Ottawa and in turn, we get nothing.

14 We haven't heard what our-of
15| the outcome of our meetings. We have meetings almost
16| every day, every month, every year since the Treaty
17| was signed. We would like to be able to be involved
18| in decision making like our leaders have made

19| decisions at Treaty time, After Treaty, you have the
20| different government come to your communities and meet
21| with our Band Council and they say, we bring these

22| government officials to help you people.

23 As such, the government

24| agency is Territorial government and this

25| government will do your people for better living

26| for your people in Northwest Territories, But the

27| people accept this but they also make mistake. Our
28| Treaty was to have our rights and we have a right

29| to hunt but it is no longer anymore. It's coming

30| gradually and pretty soon the people will have trap
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1 lines and they will have no way to trap. This is a

2 | reason I will give you is when the Territorial

3 Government came to Northwest Territories under the

4 | Federal Government and the Federal Government have

5 | meeting that they allow the commercial fishery to

6 | come into Territories. The first lake they fished

7 | was Great Slave Lake and before the fishermen come

8 to Great Slave Lake, there was trout, there was all

9 | kinds of fish there.

10 From talking to the old

11| people, anytime you throw the hooks in the lake, you
12| would get a trout. There is no problem there. But if
13| you do now, you have to wait for quite awhile before
14| you catch anything and this is a concern that old

15| people are talking about it and this is what two days
16| and three days meeting you can see, because you have
17| to live with us for a year or two years until you see
18| what we're talking about.

19 Another thing is that when
20| the Treaty was signed and we've been a Treaty like the
21| government and every time the government official come
22| to our people, they come to the Chief and our

23| councillors and they take in the Chief's and the

24| councillor's advice. But now the Chief are down.

25| It's way down. We have other things that come in from
26| the South. We know it is happening but we are not

27| involved.

28 If they bypass us, we don't
29| know what's happening and the elderly that are making
30| decisions about development in Territory is the
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Territorial Government with the Federal Government,
The oil company with the Federal Government and all
these companies are making decisions.

Before the Treaty was
signed this land was ours and the government make us
give up our land. Weld like to be able to say

something what will be happening on our land in the
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future, from now on The Treaty was signed in 1921,
9 | Treaty number 11 is written in black and white that
10| the Commissioner has signed the Treaty with the

11| Indians said, you Indian people give up your land,
12| surrender your land.

13 In return, you people can
14| live on your land and hunt but the people do not

15| understand this until now. This will come mom

16| gradually within last few years. The Treaty is not
17| what the people have signed. The people have signed
18| to let the white people come to our country. That
19| was what the people, old people are saying.

20 So, after 1954 till 1976
21| is a time where a lot of people are still--started
22| coming into Northwest Territories, In 1954 that's
23| when they started the Mackenzie Highway. But before
24| any White people--a lot of people that come into our
25| country are people you see who live peaceful and
26| they're living on our land. On land, they make

27| their living. But before the highway came into our
28| communities, a lot of our old people helped the

29| White people, traders.

30 A lot of our old people
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1 nowadays that help Hudson Bay Company and other

2 | business companies and deliver mail to the Resolution,
3 | they had to travel from here to Resolution and that's
4 | a couple of hundred miles by just oar and sometimes

5 they were lucky, they sail back and forth and down

6 | Mackenzie River.

7 There's a lot of our old

8 | people that haven't told you this yet but some of

9 | these things that are happening, how the people, our
10| people helped the white people as it is now. I just
11| wonder sometimes if the Treaty wasn't signed, what it
12| would be like today. The people--the land at one time
13| belonged to the people but all this time the Indian
14| people have been ignored because we have a lot of

15| greedy people that come around and they started mining
16| and they start exploring, they start fishing.

17 But what are the people

18| getting out of it. The original people of this land
19| are not getting nothing and until today, they are

20| still getting nothing. For this reason, Mr. Berger,
21| for this pipeline, I have totally agreed with the

22| people that have spoke in different communities, that
23| they are not in favor of the pipeline and also the
24| people that have spoke in Rae for the last two days,
25| all of them are against the pipeline and as a Chief
26| for Dogrib nation, when I speak, I also speak for the
27| Lac La Martre and Rae Lakes.

28 I don't like to say much

29| more but I would like to say that we are against

30| pipeline until the land settlement. So again, no
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pipeline until land settlement. Thank you.
(JIM RABESCA RESUMED AS INTERPRETER)
ALEXIS ARROWMAKER, sworn:
THE INTERPRETER: First of
all, the former Chief. His name is Alexis Arrowmaker,
He says I'd like to welcome the Inquiry and all the

staff that are surrounding with him including all the
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visitors that are here today. Since everybody seems

9 to have and opportunity to speak, and all of a sudden
10| somebody asked me to speak, so I appreciate their

11| remarks and then I've got the time to speak to you, he
12| says.

13 I'd like to bring up at

14| least four or six points and I'd like to bring them a
15| piece at a time. Then when you sort of kiss the Bible
16| or saying something that, you know, you've got to

17| believe in whatever you have to say and then something
18| like you're appearing in front of a judge. Then you
19| pretty well have to make some decisions how to get by.
20| With a court case or something like that, I think it's
21| something that is very serious to me, he says.

22 Now, he says, when people

23| make decisions with one another and that is pretty

24| well have to be remembered and possible recorded and
25| make some agreements that something like that. In the
26| past, when the Treaty was signed, everything was

27| agreed upon and then if it wasn't for anything, that
28| the pipeline could have been going through today.

29 But the reason why the

30| Treaty was signed in those days was because the white
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1 people, they might have to trespass over the native

2 land and just in case of starvation, the native people
3 | got the right and agreed with the Government of Canada
4 | to help him out. It wasn't agreed to have a pipeline
5 | or any development to appear on a native land in the

6 future.

7 He says, when the native

8 | people say the land is ours, that's exactly what it is
9 | and there's no way around it. Then the land,

10| including the Eskimos, Metis and Indians all alike and
11| then the native people that are born over here, they
12| are born on their own land and exactly what's going to
13| happen, they have to die on their own land. They are
14| not going to be buried over in the southern part of

15| Canada or anywhere else in the world.

16 Since 1968 all the band

17| chiefs, as I remember, they have been travelling a

18| fair amount and covered the Northwest Territories and
19| held a lot of meetings amongst themselves to see what
20| might happen in the future and yet they decided that
21| they don't want any development to appear within the
22| native land at that time and yet we made an agreement
23| and all our recordings of our minutes went to the

24| government to make sure that no development has to

25| appear in the Northwest Territories.

26 Yet, it looks to me that

27| somebody is, not looking or keep his promise yet. We
28| know that there is a lot of talks about the pipeline
29| lately and there's a lot of people that present their
30| case and we've been hearing them through the radios
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1 and also that in any settlement, there's always -- has
2 | to be a white people living there, living amongst the
3 Indians. There's Metis people and there's all kinds
4 | of people living in one settlement.

5 Before any hearings to be in
6 any community, those people, they gather and agree

7 | upon whether they should have the pipeline come

8 | through any part of Northwest Territories. So, it

9 | must have happened in every settlement and here we are
10| in our settlement like in Rae, we did have a meeting
11| amongst ourselves and decided. Even the Priest and
12| any other people that lived with us, they all agreed
13| with us. All the white people that are living within
14| our settlement, they do agree that we all don't want
15| the pipeline to come through within the Northwest

16| Territories.

17 We see on the map there that
18| they are over in Alaska side of it but we see that

19| there is a pipeline that is under construction

20| already. I don't know how the native people down

21| there or the people down in that part of the world

22| happen to make such a decision to give those people
23| the right to put the pipeline through their land and
24| with all due respect, that we do understand what's

25| happening along that route.

26 Certainly we don't want to
27| experience--after All that we experience, we don't

28| want to see the pipeline over here in our side of the
29| Territories. We do understand or we know in a lot of
30| occasions that the government had to make some sort of




Allwest Reporting Ltd.

Burnaby, B.C. 8078
1 a decision with the other white societies and possible
2 | different companies or different business people and
3 | other private enterprise.

4 They are the people that are
5 | trying to make all kinds of decisions within the

6 | native land. They act something like whether they

7 | stayed in the Northwest Territories at least over a

8 | hundred years, to be responsible for making decision
9 | over in Northwest Territories. The people here in

10| Northwest Territories are not in favor of having a

11| pipeline come through their Territory.

12 Yet, there is always a

13| possibility of transporting the oil out of the

14| Territories. Another possibility could be that-- it
15| could be railed in from Aklavik all the way up to the
16| South. We know that the pipeline is not something

17| that the native people always looking forward.

18| There's always something better than the pipeline that
19| people could be doing or looking forward to.

20 They know that the

21| pipeline is very dangerous thing to look at it from
22| the public eyes. Supposing while you are just

23| sitting there and thinking about the Government of
24| Canada making decisions for us; and every native

25| people in Northwest Territories, they got their own
26| government which is so-called Dene. We don't have
27| any other government. The possibility -- you

28| probably might want to go and recommend something to
29| your government but we got something to recommend to
30| our own government.
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1 If you want to listen to

2 | your government -- there's a possibility you probably
3 | might listen to your government but we like to listen
4 | to our government, which is our Dene people, he says.
5 | He says, we are not trying to give anybody a hard

6 | time. We are proposing something that we want, what
7 | we want to do in the future with our land. 1It's not
8 something that you people should do and create any new
9 | development within the Northwest Territories is not
10| what we want.

11 If we want anything done in
12| Northwest Territories, we pretty well have to be

13| consulted at least. ©So far as the regards of the

14| land, the native people, they use the land a lot and
15| we understand or we know that they don't spoil the

16| land because they know'-they like to keep their land
17| as healthy as possible. If we want to go down to at
18| least-V- make a trip down to Inuvik or Aklavik area,
19| we always could fly over there and we see the land
20| looks like something like a checkerboard It's all cut
21| up to pieces and sometimes it makes me wonder who in
22| hell is doing it.

23 I'm pretty damn sure it

24| is White people that do spoil all the lands like

25| that, tearing the land apart. Native people, they
26| use their own bush and live off the land. They

27| know how to go and make their own private trails or
28| possibly make a trapline or something like that,

29| but they make good use of it. They don't go and

30| spoil the land.
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1 Well, I'd like to —— I'm

2 | not in favor of development in such a way, he says.

3 Then we native people, we call ourselves Dene and we
4 | know how to handle the lands and it's possible that

5 | we got our own experts. That's if you people want

6 | to travel on the land, at least you should consult

7 | our own expertise. To talk about Yellowknife Mine,

8 | he says, we've heard so many stories about arsenic.

9 If there was some expertise, like you said the other
10| day, where were they before such a thing as arsenic
11| didn't have to appear on that basis?

12 He said, I've talked to a
13| lo' of people down the river and when I speak to the
14| people, I don't usually speak for myself. I spoke

15| to the people throughout Northwest Territories, all
16| the native people involved. I don't like to hear

17| that the government owns this land. To begin with,
18| the land doesn't belong to the government at all.

19| They are living in our land. So, that's not their
20| land. They are living right on our land. They are
21| supposed to be working for us.

22

23 He says, since the education
24| became involved for native people in Northwest

25| Territories, it seems to me like all the young people
26| are well educated or the education nowadays, it seems
27| like what the government intention is to have native
28| people or persuade native people to become like or act
29| like White people and there's no way that we native
30| people want to lose our culture. There was no such
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1 thing as culture involved to have native people.

2 | There's no way they are going to change native people
3 | or have them like white man.

4 Well, for example, he says,
5 | now there is--probably I could mention one good

6 | example in regards to the pipeline, he says. Then

7 | there's such thing as pollution. You go down to the
8 | Town Hall right now and there is a little piece of

9 | paper posted on the wall saying this water is not fit
10| to drink. This water is polluted. Although there

11| is no pipeline right in this lake, but the doctor

12| says not to have anybody drink any water out of this
13| lake.

14 Supposing a pipeline came
15| through and then we want to drink something and we

16| don't want to end up drinking oil or anything like

17| that, he says. Something like that is going to

18| pollute for sure, he says. That's the reason why

19| native people are so much against and spoke against
20| the pipeline, he says.

21 Well, I'd like to sort of
22| ask them a question to the o0il company people. I'm
23| just wondering how you people are going to end up

24| handling the pipelines or the pipe, installing it and
25| maybe you might have to weld it together or handle it
26| with a cat or something like that and you probably
27| might get into rust or something like that and I

28| wonder how polluted you think--or it might be

29| affecting the land.

THE COMMISSIONER: This is
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1 Mr. Workman of Arctic Gas.

2 MR. WORKMAN: Yes, I don't

3 | think there'd be any problem regarding rust on the

4 | pipeline. The pipe would be all coated with special

5 paper, tarred paper, to prevent any rusting from

6 | happening. We are pretty confident there'd be no

7 | pollution coming from the pipe itself.

8 THE INTERPRETER: When you

9 | ask question like that, it's not that you are always
10| in favor of the pipeline. I hope you don't get me

11| wrong there, he says. I'm not in favor. Just because
12| I'm asking questions doesn't mean that I'm in favor of
13| pipeline. But nowadays things are changing rapidly,
14| he says. Then there's always a possibility of things
15| are happening and then there's a forest fire burning
16| right now, he says, right along the route where you

17| think it might be possible of having a pipeline coming
18| through.

19 Yet, probably in the future
20| there will be no money to put it out. Then there's

21| always a good chance of a thunder storm. Things like
22| that might affect the pipeline and if anything like
23| that struck the pipeline, I wonder how safe it's going
24| to end up being.

25 Well, we had a lot of

26| discussions and a lot of meetings amongst ourselves

27| about the pipeline on a lot of occasions. We do

28| understand that we native people are talking about

29| something like four hundred and fifty thousand square

miles and we decided a lot of times that we don't want
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1 any development within the Northwest

2 | Territories

3 Yet, before even a land

4 | claim can be settled, that's our agreement amongst

5 | ourselves. We are the native people. Yet supposing
6 | if the land claim was settled with the native people,
7 | and it's not the point that we want to have the

8 | pipeline people coming back to us and saying that we
9 | want to have a discussion about another Inquiry, maybe
10| about having the possibility of putting a pipeline

11| through Northwest Territories.

12 Supposing that happened, we
13| still wouldn't want to agree with a pipeline, even
14| right after the land claim was settled. We still

15| don't want to agree with it, he says, because there's
16| always a good chance of having it railed in.

17 Well, I sort of don't agree
18| with having the hearings in every settlement. The
19| way the conduct of the hearings in every settlement,
20| I don't sort of agree with it, he says. I don't

21| think it's fair to go and consult with one band

22| chiefs at a time to make sure whether they should

23| agree with the pipeline or not. We don't know what
24| the next chief is going to say because they are

25| supposed to meet together and discuss the matter

26| with them themselves.

27 I was just hoping that in
28| the very near future you should meet with all the band
29| chiefs, twenty-five chiefs together, and discuss it
30| with them to make sure whether they are agreeable or
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1 not, instead of coming into every settlement and

2 | visiting with one chief and his councillors and his
3 band.

4 Surely we listen to the CBC
5 | and all the things that are happening within the

6 | Northwest Territories but not every home has still

7 | got a radio to listen to what's happening. So, in

8 order to make a good report to the Government of

9 | Canada, I think you pretty well have to listen to

10| the people first and then you must listen to a lot
11| of old people down on the river. Like, for

12| instance, I visited down the river on some

13| occasions, he says. I've been down the river a few
14| occasions. I met with a lot of people that you

15| already visited those communities.

16 They come around and tell
17| me that the Inquiry people were here. They talked
18| to them, told them about all--how effective the

19| pipeline is going to be for us, for our future.

20| Maybe in the last minute, he probably might come

21| around to your community and talk about the--or have
22| the hearings over there and those people come around
23| and told me to support those people.

24 I know how bad the feelings
25| they got. Supposing I was the Commissioner of the
26| Inquiry. Maybe I'll listen to the people. That's
27| the reason why I'm still protecting those people

28| there, he says. I surely like to feel the poor

29| people down the river, that's if you've got a heart.
30 Well, since I heard a lot
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1 of the Inquiry coming into Fort Rae, he says, and

2 | then I didn't know whether if I might get the

3 opportunity to speak to you. I understand these

4 | White people, when they want to d& something, they

5 | work on their own without consulting people and I'm

6 | one of the members from this band and like to get

7 | consulted before anything might happen or at least

8 | express my concern.

9 Now, that we both understand
10| one another, I hope you agree with me and then I don't
11| necessarily have to agree with you but I hope you agree
12| with me because something like that is very important
13| for the native people. You must be a wise guy down

14| South in order to be chosen from the Government of

15| Canada to do Inquiry over here. But, however, we like
16| the way you conduct your work and then if you've got
17| some feelings for native people.

18 I would like to see you end
19| up coming out with a good report not to agree with

20| the Government of Canada to have the pipeline go

21| through. We, as native people, we urge the

22| government not to have the pipeline come through,

23| through you, and I hope you take our message right

24| across to the Government of Canada nice and

25| peacefully.

26 Right now a lot of people do
27| have the opportunity to speak and they must have spoke
28| pretty well, so did I and a lot of other people that I
29| listened to, When they come home and they have nothing to
30| eat, but yet they want to express their concern. The
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1 reason why they want to express their concern because the
2 land is very important for them. They haven't got

3 | anything to eat, I suppose, but if they want to go out on
4 | the lake or go fishing or something like that, they could
5 live off the land nice and easily.

6 Then we expect you to help
7 | the native people and write out a good report about
8 | them, he says. Id like to thank you for listening

9 | or taking up your time for listening to me, he says.
10| I'd sure like to make my last remark saying that we,
11| as Dene people, don't want the pipeline to cone

12| through. Thank you.

13 TED BLONDIN sworn:

14| (PETER LISK SWORN AS INTERPRETER):

15 THE WITNESS: My name is
16| Ted Blondin, I have listened to the statements made
17| by people along the Mackenzie River and I have

18| listened to their pleas for no development before

19| land claims.

20 The same holds true here.
21| What I am going to talk about today is to prepare

22| ourselves for the land claims and for any other

23| development following, including the pipeline.

24 THE COMMISSIONER: Excuse
25| me, Mr. Blondin. Speak a little closer to the mike.
26| I want to hear what you are saying.

27 THE WITNESS: What am I

28| going to talk about today is to prepare ourselves

29| for the land claims and for any other development

30| following, including the pipeline and for the future
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1 of the Dene. Preparations do not begin when an

2 | agreement is signed between the Dene of the N.W.T.,
3 | Government of Canada and the pipeline companies.

4 It has to begin now. If no
5 preparations are made, then we are set on a path of
6 | total disaster for the Dene. Preparations have to

7 | be made so at least we have a controlled disaster.

8 | A pipeline has not even been laid on N.W.T. soil yet
9 and already development has affected the people in
10| the Rae area.

11 This is one of the reasons
12| that the people of Rae have recently voted for

13| prohibition. With three dams on Strutt Lake, the

14| effects are all around you. The water level in

15| Marion Lake is still low One can walk from Rae to

16| Edzo through the water. There are islands all

17| around Marion Lake that were not there three years
18| ago.

19 When I say prepare, I mean
20| prepare for the control over education, economics,
21| and political control. We should have a say on all
22| development. Also, there should be several large

23| portions of the land set aside, not reserves, set
24| aside for people who know no other trade than to

25| hunt, fish and trap. We have to prepare now for

26| once the agreement is signed, the wheels of

27| development will not stop for anyone.

28 There have been many

29| discussions between Dene people and government about
30| programs along this line for the preparation in
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little rooms in Ottawa and in Yellowknife. The
answer has always been the same. There is no
money.

It is a shame for that
reason that it will be a ruin of many good people
and it'd be a shame even worse that after it is all

over, that nothing could be done about it for it

0 NoO ok~ WO =

would be illegal slaughter. The pipeline means

9 | money. It means money to the oil companies, to the
10| businessmen of the North and it means many jobs for
11| the people of the North. We cannot have a disaster
12| that has happened in Glenallen in Alaska where

13| natives had low paid jobs and outsiders had high

14| paid jobs. Because there was a lot of money around,
15| businessmen boost up prices in which natives could
16| not keep up with. Therefore, had to turn to crime,
17| welfare and whatever. We cannot sit by and watch
18| our people turn into little children and the White
19| man's society.

20 When the government sits
21| down with the Dene to discuss land claims, we

22| cannot deal, we cannot deal for a way of life

23| which has set itself on a path for the future of

24| the Dene. 1If the government feels that we are

25| asking too much, it is not so. It is the other

26| way around. The government of Canada is asking

27| the Indian people to deal with their way of life
28| and that is too much to ask.

29 It is for this reason that

30| we're not going to deal. We are going to demand.
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And the Government of Canada and the oil companies
are going to pay and they are going to pay to the
rightful owners of this land, the Dene.

In closing, I would like to
thank you, Mr. Berger, for giving me a chance to
make my presentation and giving me the opportunity
to open the eyes of the Government of Canada, the
0il companies and the people of Canada, which has
been closed to the struggle of the survival of the
Dene. Thank you, Mr. Berger.

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank
you, Mr. Blondin.

(WITNESS ASIDE)
(SUBMISSION OF TED BLONDIN MARKED AS EXHIBIT C-644)

THE COMMISSIONER: We have
the written statement that you used, Mr. Blondin.
Maybe we should stop for five minutes and stretch our
legs and Chief, you and the members of the Band Council
might consider how long you think we should carry on
this afternoon. It's fine with me, whatever you want to
do, but it's getting late and I think we'll just-take
about a five minute break and then we'll start again, if
that's all right. But you people let me know then how
long you want to go this afternoon.
(PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED FOR A FEW MINUTES)
(PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT)

THE COMMISSIONER: We'll
start again. We'll hear one or two people before
supper and then well come back after supper and then

we'll come back again tomorrow morning. So, we'll
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try to give everybody a chance to be heard,
(JIM RABESCA RESUMED AS INTERPRETER)
ANTOINE LISK, sworn:
INTERPRETER: Well, I am
Antoine Lisk, he says. I come from Yellowknife. At
the present time, I think he's the Yellowknife Band
Chief over there. I remember since the first White
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people came into Yellowknife when the first mine

9 started back in 1934, I know how those people, the
10| white people destroyed the land within the native
11| territory.

12 Then not only the

13| destroying or polluting surrounding Yellowknife,

14| other than that they sort of spoiled the traplines,
15| all the good hunting grounds and now, they come

16| around with the forest fires again. They kept

17| saying there's no money to put it out and then they
18| let all that good hunting ground burn out.

19 Now, there's no way that
20| the people are able to go out hunting because there
21| is all the good hunting grounds are all burned out
22| or still burning it. People are kind of restless,
23| tired of seeing things like that on and on. Talk
24| about forest fires, supposing if the pipeline went
25| through and then there's no doubt that there'll be a
26| fire. There's going to be fire for sure and

27| supposing if it did get around to the pipeline and
28| then might destroy the pipeline.

29 But by all means, the way
30| we look at it, I think those white people are sort
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1 of looking for trouble for the people instead of

2 | helping native people in Northwest Territories. I
3 used to remember in the past when you talk about the
4 | White people spoiling and polluting our lands.

5 When you talk about mining
6 | in Yellowknife that has something to do with the

7 | prospectors that did spoil our land. They led the
8 | way without consulting native people and they went
9 ahead and mined the country out and then they sort
10| of polluted the lake and they were the people that
11| polluted our lakes and all around the Yellowknife
12| Bay.

13 Not only that, but now came
14| the pipeline people. They come around again and

15| tear up all the lands and they will do the same

16| thing again. They are spoiling everything on the
17| land. I don't think that's fair enough for the

18| native people, he says, but on top of all these

19| things, he said, those white people never had any
20| time to sit down and talk things over with native

21| people before they go ahead and construct anything
22| on the native land.

23 I don't see why they have
24| to come around and consult with us just to convince
25| us to have the pipeline go or make a report saying
26| that the native people agree with us. So, now

27| you've got a chance to go ahead with the pipeline.
28| Maybe that's the kind of report we might end up

29| receiving or that's the kind of report you might

30| report about us.
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1 Just last year, he says, I
2 | had the opportunity to go and visit Alaska where the
3 | pipelines are under way right now. Then I have a

4 | chance to talk to the people and how effective it is
5 and I've seen a lot of the people. I even went down
6 | to see the cookhouse or something like that. Then I
7 | told those people, how many people are employed over
8 | there? How much money is involved just to feed the
9 | people? Something like two million dollars,

10| something like that, he says.

11 So, there was about at

12| least a few thousand of those white people working
13| there on the construction site, he says. It's about
14| thirty miles out of the Eskimo community. Then they
15| are cutting lines -- I don't know what they're doing
16| but they're burning something over there. There's a
17| big stack of smoke along the road. I'm pretty

18| positive that they are burning all the trees and

19| everything right down, he says, during wintertime.
20 Yes, after what I saw over
21| there, he says, I don't like to see anything similar
22| happen this end of Northwest Territories. So, after
23| all that, I happened to talk to some people down the
24| river and then I have a chance to talk to the people
25| over here and told them about what I saw over there
26| and they all agreed with me. Those people down the
27| river that I spoke to and then some people over here
28| too, they said something like the land over here is
29| not similar to some other lands over there because
30| the soil is not the same. This end of the Territory
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1 is nothing but rocks.

2 During wintertime, even

3 | rock splits. Sometimes it's so cold that even rocks
4 | split. Suppose that happened that the pipe was

5 laying on a rock and then those things have got to

6 | break too. I understand there is a lot of native

7 | people in the Northwest Territories, not only in Ft.
8 | Rae community, that might be affected. There is a

9 lot of people down the river and there's a lot of

10| communities that are involved where the pipeline so
11| happens to be going through.

12 They are the people that
13| are going to end up suffering. So are we. They are
14| just like our brothers and sisters and we like them
15| all. We don't want to see them suffer and that's

16| the reason why we are trying to protect them. I

17| sort of agree with all of what these other people

18| had to say about the pipeline, how effective it is,
19| how it's going to destroy the land and how the

20| livelihood of native people right around the route.
21 Right now we are talking
22| education on sane occasions. Now, there is a lot of
23| young people going to school right now and I think
24| they are only going to school just to get a decent
25| education for themselves. But yet, some old people
26| are going to live with the young people alike and
27| then they're going to share everything that's in the
28| land. It doesn't matter just because if he's an

29| Indian and goes outside to university and all that,
30| that doesn't mean that we are going to turn him out
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1 of the Territories. We will pretty well have to

2 | need him and share all these education backgrounds.

3 On the same token, those

4 | people that are going to be living here in the future
5 | anyway using Northwest Territories. We don't want to
6 | see the pipeline come through and spoil everything for
7 | them. Supposing the pipeline ever broke and it's

8 | going to be quite a disaster. You might have to blow
9 | up the whole Northwest Territories and then you'll

10| really be looking for trouble.

11 Something like that is in the
12| forecast. Probably twenty years from now things will
13| probably be different but yet, twenty years from now
14| doesn't mean we are going to change our minds.

15 After what we heard about the
16| pipelines -- we have a lot of communications back and
17| forth from the people down the river and had a lot of
18| good discussions and yet it doesn't mean that we have to
19| agree with the Inquiry people or the gas people.

20 The people with the

21| Government of Canada, we don't know which way he's

22| going to go but we would certainly like to see our

23| way. We don't want the pipeline. We hope that you
24| take our message across so that you convince him not
25| to have the pipeline go through Northwest

26| Territories. Supposing if you want to hire some

27| people on the construction sites, any construction

28| that's going on in Northwest Territories, they

29| always hired a few local people to make it look

30| nice, to say that they employed native people.
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1 We know a lot of youngsters
2 | that go to work working under some supervision,

3 | makes a few thousand dollars and go home. Send him

4 | back into Yellowknife or probably back to Inuvik,

5 | Whitehorse down south. What do they do? They go

6 and get drunk and destroy themselves. Since

7 Yellowknife started back in 1934, like I said, he

8 said, there's at least twenty-six people have died

9 on that occasion, on that manner.

10 You know that this is just
11| a city like in Yellowknife but that's how effective

12| it was just for the mining purposes, a city like

13| that. How about the construction that's going to

14| be? Take in a lot of people. Probably might have

15| to employ a few native people, make friends with

16| some other White people and then they have a big

17| party and then they get into some disastrous area

18| and using firearms or something like that and then

19| they probably might lose a lot, of lives.

20 There were a lot of

21| discussions and things like that around any community
22| that attended meetings to he says, and there was a lot
23| of thoughts about it too and a lot of discussions

24| amongst the parents of young people that might be

25| employed. I understand some old people come around and
26| say well, maybe -- I got some young boys and they have
27| never been employed for a long time. And supposing
28| they get hired? They might end up destroying all their
29| lives. We don't want those white people to go and

30| destroy our young people, he says, because there is a
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1 lot of good people and they have got good parents, good
2 folks. They have got respect for their old parents and
3 those old parents, they do got respect for their

4 youngsters too.

5 In Alaska, visiting those
6 | people that I have visited at these seven

7 | communities, I had a talk with those Eskimo people

8 | down there, he says. I exchange ideas with them

9 | about how the pipeline did affect their communities
10| and how the White people when they first landed over
11| there, how did it spoil the livelihood of native

12| people and they sure told me something about all the
13| life and the land and everything.

14 It's not the same as it

15| used to be at one time before the white people came.
16| For exchange, I told them the same thing too, he

17| says. In Northwest Territories where I come from,
18| before white people, we had a peaceful life. We

19| used to share everything amongst ourselves. Right
20| now, those white people came around and destroy

21| everything for us and the life and everything is not
22| as it used to be at one time, he says.

23 Yes, I attended a lot of
24| meetings and a lot of discussions. I have been at a
25| lot of meetings with the young and old people

26| involved. 1I've heard a lot of young people speak
27| too, he says. I've got respect for young people and
28| I certainly got respect for old people since they

29| spoke a lot of times on a lot of occasions.

30 Everyone of them said some
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thing about our native land. They like to live off
the land as much as possible. They live off the
land and use the country food out of it. They don't
want the White people to exploit things anymore than
what they've done.

But yet, they are doing it
or intending to do it. ©Now, they come around with
something so-called pipeline came around again with
promises such as employment. Nobody can agree with
anything just because of employment. There was a
lot of promises on a lot of occasions. Nobody ever
lived up with it. The same thing is going to come
back in that manner for sure, he says.

Thank you very much for
listening to me, he says.

(WITNESS ASIDE)

THE COMMISSIONER: We'll
adjourn now for supper and then come back maybe as soon
after seven o'clock as we can all be here. Is that
okay? Okay, we'll come back at seven and we'll carry
on this evening and hear as many people as we can.
(PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED TO 7 P.M.)

(PROCEEDINGS RESUMED PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT)

THE COMMISSIONER: All
right ladies and gentlemen, are we are set? It is
almost seven o'clock, so we better get started.

THE INTERPRETER: The first
speaker on our agenda is Father Pochat.

FATHER POCHAT sworn:

FATHER POCKAT: Judge Berger,




Allwest Reporting Ltd.

Burnaby, B.C. 8099
1 Chiefs and members of the Council, my name is John

2 Pochat.

3 I have been asked by the

4 | Dene Council of this town to testify before you and
5 because there are so many people more qualified and
6 | with more knowledge who want to speak up, I will be
7 | very brief.

8 First of all, I would like
9 | to speak in the language of the people, if you don't
10| mind. Even though I have spent twenty-two years of
11| my life in the North, I believe that I cannot speak
12| of this land like those people who are born and

13| raised up here and will die on this land.

14 It's their country and

15| their land. I came here to teach and in many ways I
16| was taught and I learn from the peoples Travelling
17| quite extensively throughout the Mackenzie District
18| and even more extensively in the Dogrib Territory, I
19| have learned what people mean and feel when they

20| talk about their land, about water and rivers, about
21| fur and moose and caribou, about fish and birds.

22 For the last fifteen or

23| seventeen thousand years or more they have lived on
24| this land and they have survived. 1In all the

25| changes brought by your modern time, I understand
26| their concern for the future and the future of their
27| people and their land. I could have talked at

28| length on what is happening in Fort Rae, Rae/Edzo

29| and Lac La Marti and Rae Lakes but as I said before,
30| there are people more qualified and outspoken who
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will tell you how they feel in all of those changes.

I am in no way qualified to
talk about a pipeline. It is not my field but I
fully support the leaders of this community when
they asked to be recognized as people, to be given
the chance to determine their future, to have a
voice to be heard when they talk about their
country, about their land, about their people.

Wisdom and patience have
taught them how to survive in this hard country.

The same wisdom and patience will guide them in the
years to come. Judge Berger, kindly listen to their
voice. Thank you very much. (WITNESS ASIDE)

THE COMMISSIONER: May I
have your written statement so that it may become
part of the permanent record of the Inquiry.
(SUBMISSION OF FATHER POCHAT MARKED EXHIBIT C644)

MRS. ELIZABETH MACKENZIE, sworn:

THE WITNESS: Mr. Thomas R.
Berger, Mackenzie Valley Pipeline Inquiry held in
Fort Rae, Northwest Territories.

I'm pleased to present my
views concerning the hearing which are being conducted
on the right-of-way of the proposed Mackenzie Valley
Gas Pipeline. On matters of common interest and great
importance to all native people of the Northwest,
Territories and especially the people of Fort Rae, I
have decided to speak and have you understand.

In common with other native

people of the Northwest Territories, I believe that
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1 land claims which are presently being pressed by us
2 | through our organization, the Indian Brotherhood of
3 the Northwest Territories, should be settled first,
4 | as said by other native people in the Delta and in

5 | the South Mackenzie and again to you here today.

6 We are the descendants of
7 | the original inhabitants of this country and reports
8 from the CBC, Time Magazine and others, an example

9 which I have here dated June 2, 1975, this is what I
10| see about the pipeline; this man is a welder but

11| he's not from the Northwest Territories, he comes

12| from the South, and this is how the ground is

13| destroyed by the pipeline.

14 THE COMMISSIONER: In Alaska.
15 THE WITNESS: In Alaska,
16| Alaska Pipeline and this is really on the sea and
17| more people from the South come and more people are
18| waiting for a job. This big city is getting bigger
19| by night and this is a drilling that is so big that
20| destroys the land, all the land.

21 And this is a night that
22| makes the shows, that spends money with our people.
23| The land is so cold. Its so very cold in this

24| country. I'd like to show you that. Now, reports
25| of President Ford of the United States who looks

26| into the problems and because of bad works on the
27| pipeline, I do not want this in our land.

28 We want to know why the

29| government has never listened to the native people
30| of Canada. Many times we have suffered and hoped
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1 for help but to no one who could hear our plea. I

2 | do hope Justice Berger that you will tell them for

3 us in your report. I also hope you have looked at

4 | our town and saw for yourself what I mean, The kids

5 and the young men of this town need schools where

6 | they may learn about things like this and so they

7 | will be able to work at home and still go back on

8 | the land as they wish.

9 I love this land and still

10| go back from time to time, in spring and fall, but

11| still I would like my kids to be better educated and

12| better schools. Thank you very much for your time,

13| Justice Berger. (WITNESS ASIDE)

14 (JIM RABESCA TRANSLATES ABOVE INTO DOGRIB)

15 THE COMMISSIONER: Can we

16| have the statement you read and the magazine too, if

17| you would be willing to let us keep them.

18| (SUBMISSION OF ELIZABETH MACKENZIE MARKED AS C645)

19 RICHARD WHITFORD sworn:

20 THE INTERPRETER: Our next

21| speaker on our agenda is Richard Whitford if he's --

22 MR. WHITFORD: Justice Thomas
23| Berger, Chief and Band Council, members of the public, I
24| am pleased to be here tonight to be able to partake in
25| the Mackenzie Valley Pipeline Inquiry and the topic that
26| I've chosen is the development, economic development; not
27| the economic development of the pipeline, but rather the
28| economic development that we have in the community at
29| present.

30 I think you will find, Mr. Justice Berger, that
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1 what I have to say tonight relates to the community as a
2 | whole in having to live and to be in this community for
3 seven years, to try to understand something that is so

4 far away when your own community, at the moment, is in

5 | total disarray.

6 I am from the North, born

7 lived and raised in Fort Smith, Again, sir, we meet in

8 | Rae and how pleased I am that first you have been able

9 to be here. Second, to be able to hear everyone who has
10| something to say in order that you may be able to write
11| a report on the Pipeline Inquiry to hand to the Canadian
12| Government.

13 To speak of pipelines or other
14| major projects of this sort at this time here in this

15| community, one first has to take a look at what is

16| presently in this community in terms of economic, social
17| and living conditions. I hope I may be of some help in
18| telling you or even showing you parts of this town which
19| are very important for you to see and may be of some

20| help to your report.

21 Number one, economic

22| development. It makes it very hard at this time to

23| understand economic development because some of the

24| blunders its caused and how we have very little input
25| into them from both the government and the outside

26| controllers, Examples:

27| A. most of the houses built in the past few years were
28| built with very little help hired from Fort Rae.

29| B. the bridge at Frank's Channel has been built

30| backwards. The highest part of the bridge is over the
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1 shallowest part of the river and the lowest part of the
2 | bridge is over the deepest part of the river. So, boats
3 | stopped coming years ago.

4 [ C. the road from the Junction to town has not been

5 | gravelled for years now. When it rains, the road

6 | turns to clay and people cannot go to town or the

7 | kids cannot even go to school until this road dries
8 up.

9 D. the waterplant and pump house have old equipment
10| to both treat and filter the water and has no

11| settling tank to clear the dirt away. The water is
12| very deep gray and the lake is very, very shallow.
13| Two people have died in most recent months, partly
14| because of the water problems.

15 Number two, social

16| problems. We have no recreation facilities here to
17| speak of, such as indoor skating rinks or swimming
18| pools in order to avoid swimming in this lake.

19| Also, we do not have a good gym where we can all go
20| and play sports or bingo or even shower after we

21| have done sports. The pool and gym are too far away
22| from Rae and are closed in the summer. We have very
23| little to do here except watch shows, play bingo or
24| play ball. In winter, just shows and bingo.

25 Three, living conditions. The
26| homes here in Fort Rae are very over-crowded between
27| ten, twelve, fourteen and sixteen people in some of
28| these homes with no running water or showers, but

29| rather big stoves or furnaces in the living rooms.
30| Very little repairs are done to these houses.
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1 I believe that there is a

2 | real need for a vocational school here in this

3 | community, one which will help the people of Rae to

4 | construct and operate the building of roads and

5 | houses, to learn the operating of heavy equipment

6 | and upgrading in order to help them understand

7 | programs that Arctic Gas and Foothills are trying to

8 do.

9 I believe that at this time it
10| is too early to talk about pipeline programs of this

11| sort for first, these people need to be able to work

12| with such projects but will not be able to without first
13| a vocational school. A vocational school is needed as
14| soon as possible in this community because at this time,
15| there is about three hundred unemployed.

16 Sir, the situation here in

17| this community is even worse than what it's believed

18| to be and if we could show you by taking you on a

19| tour, we would show you some of the homes and some

20| of the conditions that we have to live under while

21| it seems they are spending millions of dollars

22| talking about the building of a gas pipeline.

23 I think the most important

24| thing is the construction of a community by the people,
25| educated by the people, in order then that we can

26| understand the future. Thank you very much, sir.

27| (JIM RABESCA TRANSLATES ABOVE INTO DOGRIB)

28| (SUBMISSION BY RICHARD WHITFORD MARKED EXHIBIT

29| C-646) (WITNESS ASIDE)

EDDIE PAUL RABESCA resumed:
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(JIM RABESCA RESUMED AS INTERPRETER)
THE INTERPRETER: Eddie Paul
Rabesca is presently one of the Band Council members
who just recently got elected and he said, I
understand that the Inquiry people are here now, so I,
at least, might have an opportunity to speak to you.
The history of the first
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signing of the Treaty, we all know or heard about

9 | what happened in the past. There was a good

10| agreement amongst the White people whoever it was
11| that was representing the Government of Canada, and
12| they made all kinds of promises and agreements and I
13| understand that I don't believe that that was the
14| proper conduct of the meeting that they had.

15 They made all kinds of

16| promises nowadays that everything has changed.

17| Something like that, you know, the Government of

18| Canada never lives up to. I've seen a lot of

19| government people visiting our communities a lot of
20| times. We have a lot of meetings amongst ourselves
21| in order to express our concern to the people, the
22| government people. There is all kinds of government
23| people coming in from the South, either that could
24| be Government of Canada's people, Territorial

25| Government, They come here and meet with the people
26| and then they write down all kinds of problems that
27| we think we are facing at the moment.

28 The next thing we know

29| there no report coming back to us, at least a

30| definite answer. There's nothing that has come back
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to the native people at all. He says, after all,
what happened with the Government of Canada as
promises and all that and including Territorial
Governments and various companies throughout Canada
and then came the pipeline people.

I understand they are going

to bring in a flock of people and what's going to
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happen to the native people? Are they going to

9 | over-crowd the people in Northwest Territories.

10| Supposing if more people come in from the South

11| happened to be over-crowded in the Northwest

12| Territories, there probably might be a need for

13| doctors to control the over-crowded people in the
14| Territory.

15 At the present time, we are
16| even short of doctors over here in the Northwest

17| Territories, We need more police force to control
18| even local people here in the Northwest Territories
19| and supposing they pretty well have to provide their
20| own doctors, provide their own police force. Since
21| all the people that are coming in from the South,
22| supposing if the pipeline came through with all the
23| people that are supposedly coming into Northwest

24| Territories, over-crowd every community there is in
25| Northwest Territories, I would imagine that those
26| people are going to take all the jobs away from the
27| native people because they are all trained and

28| prepared for a job.

29 There is all kinds of

30| construction going on in the Northwest Territories
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at the present time. There is some construction,
building houses, building roads and oil companies
down the eastern Arctic are all the way down the
Mackenzie. Not only but everyone of them is, he
says, all the people that I've just mentioned. They
always have to leave behind their dumps and garbage.

Some of their road equipment is lying around. Our
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countryside doesn't look like it used to be at one

9 | time.

10 We go so-called Territorial
11| Government and Government of Canada making all kinds of
12| laws that govern Canada and Territories . They have
13| got all kinds of people making game laws, giving the
14| opportunity for White people to hunt and fish within
15| the Northwest Territories. I don't really like the
16| people coming in from the South, taking over our land,
17| exploiting. We have got enough people at the present
18| time. we have got enough of them. We don't like to
19| see them around anymore.

20 Yet, you're saying

21| something like you're going to have to need more

22| people in the Territories, at least six thousand.

23| we don't need them. They are pretty sure they are
24| going to be up here just to exploit our land.

25| Things like that, we don't want to see happen. We
26| would like to retain our land as much as possible

27| for the young people for the future.

28 I'm pretty sure, supposing
29| if we happen to go down South, we people live in the

30| Northwest Territories, we native people, and
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1 crowded over there, I wonder how they would like it.
2 Knock down their trees, knock down their

3 | countryside, tear their landscaping or something

4 like that; I don't think they'll like it.

5 In return, those people,

6 | that's what they want to do with us over here in

7 | Northwest Territories. After all what you have

8 listened to our remarks, I'm pretty sure I'm not the
9 | only one that mentioned this to you in your times,
10| while you are conducting the Inquiry. I hope it

11| least if you had a heart enough to listen to the

12| native people and bring the message back to the

13| Federal Government or the Government of Canada and
14| have a good report about our native people in the

15| Northwest Territories.

16 Just while you're here,

17| just for a couple of days or so, listening to young
18| and old, we have got some little students over here
19| that present their briefs to you, in order to listen
20| to us, to make sure that everything is all heard and
21| sent or transpired to the Government of Canada,

22| through you, just so that they don't spoil our land
23| for the future use of native peoples

24 That is all I would like to
25| say but I hope--I don't want to see the pipeline

26| come through unless--we are still in the process of
27| going for our land claims, so I hope that you take
28| everything into consideration. Thank you.

29 THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you.
30| Thank you, sir. Your statement was written out
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1 I believe. If we could have that, we would like to
2 | have it marked as an exhibit and Mr. Whitford had a
3 | written statement that I think is still on the table.
4 If we haven't got that yet, that statement of Mr.

5 Whitford's, I'd like that too.

6 (SUBMISSION OF E.P. RABESCA MARKED AS EXHIBIT C-647)
7 (WITNESS ASIDE)

8 THE INTERPRETER: We've got
9 | Joe Migwi to speak. Joe?

10 JOE MIGWI resumed:

11| (JIM RABESCA RESUMED AS INTERPRETER)

12 INTERPRETER: Joe Migwi is

13| one of the former Band Councillors and then he just

14| recently got re-elected to this present Council and the
15| Band Council and he'd like to address to the Inquiry

16| saying that he was quite happy to see Mr. Berger and

17| all his staff thinking that you are going to bring a

18| good message from the Government of Canada to us.

19 On the same token, as

20| having the opportunity to speak, since I am just

21| elected with the present Council and we give the

22| opportunity for the general public to express their

23| concern. In summary of that, we would like to add

24| to what we think it's probably 'necessary for the

25| Inquiry and to support our fellow Canadians.

26 I fully believe that we were
27| here before the White man came. If you wanted to prove
28| it, he says, we were even here before you arrive over
29| here. Yet, even before Columbus ever sailed to America

30| maybe. The coming of the white people or on their
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arrival during the 21°" met with the native people in the
Territories. Those days it wasn't easy to get around
but somehow, one way or another, if it wasn't for the
native people in Northwest Territories, I don't think
those people would ever have survived without native
people.

In return, we've got nothing but
advantage, something which we don't want. On the same
token, he says, the land that they travel on, all that
time it was our native land. what government we've got
right now at the moment is we consider the land s our own
government. since there is no employment in Northwest
Territories for native people, not the whole Northwest
Territories for native people, not the whole Northwest
Territories but especially our own community, for
example.

Since we haven't got any decent
trade, it always so happened that the White people,
whenever they arrived, they take the job over, take job
away from native people. Whenever we notice that there
is somebody talking over their job away, there's no sense
hanging around town and doing nothing. So, we pretty
well have to go back to the bush, to the land; do a
little snowshoeing and trapping, hunting, maybe.

Since the white people -- I
hate to refer only to White people all the time but
when I say the government, they are also White people
too. They take all the jobs away from native people
and the government imposed a lot of restrictions and

brought in something that is not very important for
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1 native people so that they could lose their lives.

2 Talk about spoiling our

3 land, he says. It is not only land that the

4 government spoils, and they introduce some alcohol

5 | to the communities, brought it amongst the native

6 | people. Certainly a lot of time native people or

7 | there were a few loss of lives.

8 My greatest concern is that
9 | we as a Band Council weren't consulted when there

10| were some decisions or construction to take place

11| within the Northwest Territories, We have the Snare
12| Hydra. When the development came into being, I

13| donut think the native people over here that might

14| be affected or ever consulted before the

15| construction went. Some of these things like that,

16| I really don't like.

17 For example, since the Snare
18| Hydro went into effect, for some reason or another

19| they went ahead without consulting native people and
20| yet, at least the power genera