


2  To o u r  G r a n d  N o r th ern  N eighbors and to  the h u n d re d s  o f  men a n d  teamen who h ave  s h a r e d  w i t h  me t h i s  g r e a t  
a d v e n t u r e ,  th is  so n g  i s  d e d i c a t e d .

CAT TRAIN TO CANOL
Words and Music by 

HERBERT R. KIME
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mid-night train to Al- a - bam’_
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But i’ll make a bet thatyouVe nev-er yet Seen the
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strang-est train in all of the land
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pas- sen- gers, por-ters or brake - men No rails and no wheels, Now
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guess how it feels I - ma-gine how that ba - by can shake, Man!_
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Ice breaks up— a-bout May___  And if we don’t get there by that day
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riv-er be - low You’d bet-ter lay a-side_ all your toys It-’ll sep-a-rate the men from the
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boys Bridg-in’ i - cy gul-lies so the cats can go Sleep-in’ on the mus-kegwhen it’s
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3 ,N  th e  fro z e n  w ild s  n e a r  th e  

A rc tic  C irc le , a  tre a su re  o f o il la y  s le e p in g  . . . s e rv in g  m a n  

b u t little  p u rp o se . C o n s tr u c tio n  o f th e  A la s k a n  H ig h w a y  

life lin e  b ro u g h t it w ith in  e asy  p ip in g  a n d  tru c k in g  d is ta n c e  of 

o u r a rm e d  o u tp o s ts . B u t b e fo re  th e  p re c io u s  f lu id  c o u ld  be  

s ta r te d  o n  its w a y , th o u s a n d s  of to n s  o f s u p p lie s  fo r d rillin g ,  

p u m p in g  a n d  tra n s p o r tin g  h a d  to b e  h a u le d  o v e r m o u n ta in  

te rra in  th ro u g h  th e  b itte r  c o ld  o f a n  A rc tic  w in te r.

W ith  th e  la s t r a i lh e a d  a  th o u s a n d  m iles b e lo w  . . . a n d  

ro a d s  n o n -e x is te n t o r n o n -p a s s a b le  . . . m o v in g  th e  m a te ria ls  

th e re  w a s  a  jo b  fo r tra c to rs  — tra c k la y e rs  th a t  tra v e l w h e re  

o rd in a ry  fo rm s o f m o b ile  p o w e r c a n n o t  p e n e tra te .

W o rk in g  w ith  c o n tra c to rs  B e c h te l- P r ic e - C a l la h a n , th e  

U . S . O r d n a n c e  a n d  th e  C o rp s  o f E n g in e e rs  o u tf i t te d  tra c to r-  

sle ig h  tra in s . O v e r  a  h u n d r e d  tra c to rs  took u p  th e  lo n g  trek  

n o rth w a rd . D a y s  a n d  n ig h ts  o n  e n d  th e y  fo u g h t th e ir  w a y  

fo rw a rd  . . .  in  te m p e ra tu re s  th a t  re a c h e d  7 0  d e g re e s  b e lo w  

zero. T ra v e lin g  in  co n v o y s o f fo u r  tra in s  e a c h ^ - a  tra c to r  to e a c h  

tra in  — th e y  m a d e  a  c o n tin u o u s  p a ra d e  o v e r th e  s n o w -p a c k e d  

tra c to r  tra ils  <— a p a ra d e  w ith o u t fa n fa re  . . . g rim , d e te r m in e d  

a n d  s u c c e ss fu l 1 T h e y  a n d  th e ir  b ra v e  b a n d  o f o p e ra to rs  d e 

liv e re d  th e  g o o d s  !

In  th e  d a y s  a f te r  th e  w a r, m ore tra ils  w ill  b e  b ro k e n  . . . to 

n e w  rich es. T ra c to rs , w ith  th e ir  c a rg o - la d e n  s le ig h s  o f o il rigs, 

p u m p s , p ip e , tools a n d  o th e r  s u p p lie s , h a v e  w ritte n  h is to ry  in  

th e  s n o w s  o f C a n a d a  s N o r th w e s t  T e rrito rie s .




