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HERITAGE BRANCH - DEPARTMENT OF TOURISM 

ELDERS ORAL HISTORY PROJECT - FORT SELKIRK 

Harry Baum Interview Outline 
- recorded by L. Stewart and Bobby Alfred, 21 July 1985 

Tape 1, Side 1 

Footage TOpic 

At the Indian Graveyard, various elders speaking. 
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Gravesite #4 - Old Silas and his wife. 

Gravesite #2 - Mackenzie Joe. 

Julia Rose Baum died of flu. 

#18, Charlie Johnson's mother. 

Harry Baum's wife 

Lucy Roberts - married for 3 years then died of TB. 
- had one kid, a daughter. 

Grave 56 - Old Robert died 1936, pronounces name in Indian 
way· Ko tee. 

Indian law was that no kids were allowed in the church 
when there was a dead body there or in the graveyard. 

Talks about the influenza epidemic. 
- 2 nurses came in and used the school to nurse the 

people. 
- David Silas and Fred John were too sick to bury old 

people who died of flu. 
Mounted Policeman came in from Dawson, Thornthwaite, a 
big man. 

Asks about carvings. 

Grave #19, handmade. 

Harry Baum doesn't know about long poles "getting fancy. I 
guess". 

Alec Coward married Peter McGinty's daughter. 

Grave #11 - Hollis. 

JC - Harry Baum and Edward Simon buried Laura Alfred who 
was married to Mr. Ellis who lived in Minto. 

Talking about MacKenzie Joe with E. Simon. 

Dead Air 
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Willie (1) Baum and Bennie Baum and Walter Baum were 3 of 
his brothers buried here. 

At that time it was Indian law that kids can't go to 
graves, all stay home. 
- never got to go graveyard when his brothers were buried. 

#34 - Old Silas' wife was buried in this area. 

#30 grave is handmade. 

#31 - Cecil Silas, a little kid. 

#30 - Margaret Si1as. 

Cecil Silas was the son of Martha, Margaret's sister. 

Laura Alfred was married to Peter Silas. 
- died of TB quite young. 

Many people died of TB. 

#33 is an older grave. 

#34 - John Baum and his wife, Harry's grandfather. 

The Indian names of John Baum and his wife. 

John Baum was a crow and his wife was a wolf. 

Grave #39 handmade. 

Travelling through townsite 
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#11 - Old Abraham's cabin. 

Big Jonathon's big house on the bank. 
- his son-in-law, Johnson, tore it down and moved 

it back to an area between buildings #11 and 12. 

- there used to be lots of houses along the bank. 

Cabin #13 was Harry's father's house, Andrew Baum. 
- his mother's name was Lily. 
- Harry was born in Dawson. 
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Family didn't stay long in town; moved someplace downriver 
and cut steamboat wood. 
- $3.00 for a cord of wood. 

There was a cache behind the house. 
- stored caribou meat brought in by dog team in winter. 

Family moved to Dawson when the Hudson Bay moved out. 

Talks about how everyone moved: Frank Blanchard and Bill 
Blanchard went to Dawson. 

His father died falling in open water on the Klondike River. 



HERITAGE BRANCH - DEPARTMENT OF TOURISM 

ELDERS ORAL HISTORY PROJECT - FORT SELKIRK 

Harry Baum Interview Outline 
- recorded by L. Stewart and Bobby Alfred, 21 July 1985 

Tape 1, Side 2 

Footage 
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Topic 

HB's mother had heart trouble after his father died; she 
was buried in Moosehide along with his father. 

HB'S brothers and sisters were William, Bennie, WaIter, 
Mary, Citeroona (sp.?) and Alec. 
- Alec died at Coffee Creek. 

Three of HOB's brothers are buried at Ft Selkirk. 
- two died here; one, Benny died at Coffee Creek, and was 

brought back up to Selkirk by a poling boat. 

HB doesn't know where his brothers are buried, he was too 
young to go to the cemetery. 

Describes how a poling boat was used. 

Describes how Baum cabin was partitioned. 

Going to church "everybody went to church". 

Talks about "Old Robert" and points out cabin remain, 
about 100 feet upriver from Andrew Baum's cabin. 

Talks about Big Jonathon cabin where they used to go to 
dance. 

Peter McGinty was first Chief and Big Jonathon 2nd Chief. 

Talks about parties in Big J. cabin at Christmas Eve. 

Talks about his first wife Jessie Robert, the daughter of 
Robert Joe. 

HB has one daughter, Ivy Baum. 

Jessie, Jessie's sister and Ivy are all buried in Indian 
graveyard at Ft Selkirk. 

Talks about Robert Joe hauling wood to Minto. 

#10 - Tommy McGinty's house, built before he got married. 

Talks about Tom McGinty's wife, working on the steamboats. 
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HB was at Copper Creek when the cabin was built, he is 70 
now. 

HB left Selkirk when he was 19 in about 1930. 

Points out a building outline of cabin belonging to Alec 
Isaac who now lives in Champagne. 
- had a daughter Elsie and two sons. 

Looks at another building outline upriver of #10 belonged 
to Johnny Tom Tom. 

Danny Luke bought house from Johnny Tom Tom and probably 
later tore it down for wood. 

HB talks about how there used to be lots of houses. 
- some burned for firewood. 
- some houses burned after the people died. 

Building #9 - Big Jonathon's cache 
- used it to store dried fish, dried moosemeat, caribou, 

etc. 

Talks about dances at Big Jonathon's. 

Upriver of Big Jonathon's was Harper's House. 
- he had 2 daughters and 3 boys. 

Fred Harper lives in Pelly. Mary Lynn is in Stewart 
Crossing with Harry McGinty. 

Next building depression upriver from Harper's place - two 
houses used to be joined together. 

Fred Alfred, John Alfred's brother, lived there. 
- thinks other house was for rent. 

Fred Alfred and wife are dead. 

According to Indian law, no kids could go to the 
graveyard. 

Thinks that Fred Alfred died of the flu. 
- talks about influenza epidemic. 

Talks about the people who used to live at Copper Creek. 

Talks about hunting and life at Copper Creek. 

Old Jim Drury had a trading post at the mouth of Copper 
Creek. 

Upriver from Fred Alfred's place was Charlie Johnson's 
father's house. 
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Gives the Indian name of Charlie Johnson's father. 

Points out his grandfather's house, John Baum. 
- depression located on riverbank between cabiris #3 and 4. 

"he used to look after me pretty good" 
- HB used to haul water in return for candy. 

On riverbank in front of cabin #3 are impressions of two 
cabins. 
- when HB was young cabins were abandoned with broken 

windows. 
- "kids played around inside". 

John Alfred's father's house further upriver. 

Further inland was a house where 3 old ladies lived. 

Talks about how boys cut wood, old ladies caught rabbits 
and fed them in return for firewood. 

END OF TAPE 1. 
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ELDERS ORAL HISTORY PROJECT - FORT SELKIRK 

Harry Baum Interview Outline 
- recorded by L. Stewart and Bobby Alfred, 21 July 1985 

Tape 2, Side 1 

Footage 
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Talks about buying groceries back then. 

DavidSilas' father and mother lived immediately downriver 
of cabin #3. 

Talks about Silas and Tom Tom families. 

Cabin #3 was built as a cache. 

Talks about using whip saws to make lumber for cabins and 
boats. 

HB talks about objects in #3 cache: flattening tin cans to 
cover tents and prevent fires. 

Talking about the old trunks, used for storing blankets 
inside for potlatches. 

HB talks about pot1atch ceremonies. 
- gifts given could include blankets, moccasins, 

mooseskins, cattlesin, pots. 

Copper Peter's House - depression beside cabin #4 
(upriver) • 
- talks about playing cards there. 
- Copper Peter died in Carmacks 2 or 3 years ago. 
- talks about layout of house. 

- door was a "whiteman door". 

Cabin #4 - belonged to Danny Luke's father who later sold 
it to David Silas. 

Talks about when the Hudson's Bay moved out, steamboats 
stopped and everyone moved out to Minto. 

Talks about squirrel stretchers used to dry squirrel 
skins. 

Talks about using paper, cardboard or cloth on the wall's 
to keep the wind out. 

Building #5 - David Silas' cache on top, Stan1ey Jonathon 
had lower cache. 
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Building #6 - Stanley Jonathon built this house. 
- built this house when he was single. 
- he lived in one room and his parents lived in another. 

Talking about wall covering, was bought from Hudson's Bay. 

Stan Jonathon's parents are buried in Minto on top of the 
hill that can been seen from the highway. 

Building #7 - Jackson Jonathon's cabin 
- he died in Pelly Crossing. 
- this was a warm cabin in winter times;the paper on the 

walls has all been torn off. 

HB was last in Ft Selkirk 2 or 3 years before moose 
hunting. 

Building #2 - Frank Blanchard's house 
- he brought the house down from Hell's Gate by raft. 

Frank Blanchard moved to Dawson. 

Little bunks in cabin were for his children. 

The Orderly Room 
- belonged to the soldiers a long time ago then to "old 

man Blanchard". 

Talks about the layout of the building. 

Family came out from woodcamp for a Christmas party then 
went back to camp at New Year's. 

END OF TAPE 2, SIDE 1. 
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