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The Architectural 
Heritage of the Rideau 
Corridor 

by B arbara A. H u mphreys 



Abstract 

In 1 9 69 ,  an a rchitectu ra l survey was 
made of al l  pre- 1 880 bu i ld ings in  the 
Rideau Corrido r, an  a rea extending 
from Ottawa to Kingston (though not 
inc lud ing these two c it ies)  a long the 
R ideau Cana l .  Of the 1 ,800 bu i ld i ngs 
recorded, 1 ,677 were considered to 
be with in  the re levant t ime period. 
This report describes, ana lyzes and 
i l l ustrates a representative col lection 
of these structu res as wel l  as some of 
their a rch itectural deta i ls .  

A survey was undertaken in  1 9 69 by 
the Nat iona l  H istoric S i tes Service of 
the Nat ional  and H istoric Parks Branch 
for  the C anada- Ontario - R idea u -Trent­
Severn (CORTS) Study Committee. 
This survey was designed to record a l l  
pre- 1 880 hab ita ble structures in  the 
R ideau Corridor, and a lso to serve as a 
pi lot project for the Canadian I nven­
tory of H i storic Bu i ld ing commenced 
the fo l l owing year. The boundar ies 
of the R ideau Corridor were estab l ished 
by the CORTS Study Committee and 
students were employed by the 
N at iona l  H istoric S ites Service to 
drive a l l  roads with in the g iven area 
to map, photograph and record a l l  
pre- 1 880 bu i ld ings wh ich could be 
located . Approx imately 1 ,800 bu i ld­
ings were recorded of  which 1 , 677 
were considered to be with in the re l ­
evant t i m e  period. T h e  information 
obtai ned on these bu i ld ings was coded 
for transferral to I B M cards and a pre­
l im i nary report on the f ind ings was 
compi led in 1 970. 

The pre l im inary report was pr imar i ly 
a statistical summary ind icat ing the 
nu mber, location, condit ion, type and 
estimated date of construction of the 
bu i ld ings recorded in  the corridor. It 
was supplemented by maps, coded to 
show where clusters of the more i n ­
teresting structures might b e  found,  
and a brief commentary on some 45 
selected examples. This present report 
provides a more comprehens ive de­
scription and ana lysis of the pre- 1 880 
a rchitecture recorded in  the survey. 

The boundaries of the R ideau Cor­
ridor determ ined by the CORTS Study 
Committee were fo l lowed as c losely 
as possible,  using for practical reasons 
the roads nearest the boundaries as 
demarkation l i nes. The cut-off date of 
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1 880 was chosen because after th is  
t ime the economic and a rch itectural  
development of the a rea became more 
d iversified a n d  thus l ess representa ­
tive of th is  particu la r  envi ronment.  
Selection  of the bu i ld ings recorded in 
the survey was based on a rch itectural  
style, the h i story of the a rea and, where 
avai lab le ,  the h istory of the bu i ld ing  
itself. Early maps  and assessment rol ls,  
loca l ly written h i stories, fa mi ly  records 
and fo l k lore were a lso ut i l ized to as­
s ist in  dat ing.  H owever, because of 
the d ifficulties encountered in accu­
rately dat ing the bu i ld ings, it is pos­
s ib le  that some bu i lt pr ior  to 1880 
have been o mitted and conversely, 
that some post- 1 880 structures have 
been inadvertently inc luded.  N onethe­
less i t  i s  bel ieved that the survey, both 
i n  coverage and accu racy, provides 
more than an  adeq uate amount  of i n ­
formation on which t o  base a com­
prehensive a nalysis of the a rchitectural 
heritage of the area.  

Neither the survey nor  th is  report 
cou l d  have been completed without 
the cooperation and assistance so 
freely g iven by the owners o r  occu ­
pa nts of the bu i ld ings surveyed. The i r  
i nterest is  very much appreci ated s i nce 
it not on ly  enabled the record ing of 
the a rch i tectural her i tage but. more 
importantly, is essent ia l  to its future 
preservat ion.  



The Heritage 

The corridor includ ing  the R i deau 
Cana l  runs the entire 1 2 5 - m i le length 
of the ca na l  between Ottawa and 
Kingston and varies in  width to i n ­
c lude parts o f  the counties o f  C a rleton. 
Lanark. Leeds and G renvi l le .  and F ro n ­
tenac. The area su rveyed excludes 
Ottawa and Kingston but inc ludes the 
centres of Perth. S mith's Fal ls and 
Kemptvi l le  and a number of  smal ler. 
h istorica l ly interesti ng communities 
(see Fig. 1 ) .  

The corridor is  l argely rural i n  natu re. 
encompassing recreationa l  areas. 
woodlands.  swamplands.  pastures 
and farms and. too .  some of the best 
1 9th-century vernacu lar  architecture 
in  Ontario in the form of hundreds of 
stone cottages. outstand ing for the i r  
excel lence o f  proportion and fine s im­
pl icity of design. M ost of these have 
been wel l  maintained or restored and 
many of  them remain in the  fa mi l ies of 
the orig ina l  settlers who bu i l t  them. 
Some of these houses can be fou n d  
grouped together in  t h e  o lder settle­
ments of the a rea.  Others remain as the 
farm homes they were meant to be 
and can be found bordering the ma in  
roads in those areas where i n it ia l  
settlement was ear ly and concentrated 
such as the Burr itts Rapids- M errick­
vi l le a rea.  the road near H eckston and 
the area through Westport and S u n ­
bury t o  Kingston. S t i l l  others are iso­
lated and can not be seen from the 
main road but make the requ i red con ­
cess ion road detours most worthwhi le .  

I n  add ition to these stone cottages 
for which the area is j ustly famous.  
there is  a substant ia l  representative 
group of other types of 1 9th-centu ry 
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bu i ld ings - m i l ls .  churches. schools  
and shops - which were an  integral 
part of the l i fe and development of the 
early communities of the area. F ina I ly. 
there survive a number of the bu i l d ings 
erected to service and defend the 
canal .  These include 4 of Canada's 1 1  
rema in ing blockhouses and several 
defens ib le l ockmaster's houses as well 
as a few service bu i ld ings.  Together 
they constitute a style of "sem i -m i l ­
itary" a rchitecture un ique  in  Canada.  

Th is  is  a r ich heritage. The quant ity 
and qua l ity of the surviving 1 9th­
century bu i ld ings in the R ideau Cor­
r idor. the beauty of their predominantly 
rural locale. the h i story they represent 
and the canal  itse lf make this a rea 
of the province a fascinating one both 
h istorica l ly and a rch i tectura l ly. 
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Settlement 

The f i rst sett lement of a permanent 
nature i n  the  R ideau Corr idor was 
made in the late 1 8th century by U n i ­
ted Emp i re Loyal ists seek ing refuge 
from the U n ited S tates fo l lowing the 
War of I n dependence. Settlement in 
Canada a t  that t ime was made doubly 
attractive by land g ra nts offered by the 
Br it ish govern ment as a reward for 
loya l services during the war. As a 
result  m a ny hundreds of Bri tish Amer i ­
c a n s  a rrived i n  U pper Canada,  bri ng­
ing  w i th  them very few materi a l  goods 
but a g reat deal of experience in fron­
t ie r  l iv i ng .  For a num ber of years the 
Loya l ists constituted the bul k  of the 
populat ion a long the R ideau, but about 
1 820 a great wave of imm igrat ion to 
U pp·er Canada began  from Eng land ,  
I re land and  Scot l and .  Pea k ing  i n  the  
early 1 8 30s, t h is was to cont i nue unt i l  
1 8 50, and  i n  i ts  course it "completely 
changed the  n ature of the Bri tish 
North American Co lon ies, swamping 
the o ld  Loyal ist and  American com ­
mun i t ies with Ir ishmen , Scotchmen 
and Eng l ish men new to the New 
World and  its ways '" 

The first commun i ty to be estab­
l ished i n  the area was K ingsto n ,  chosen 
as a nava l base i n  1 7 92 Burri tts Rap ids 
and Merrickv i l le fo l l owed ,  both found­
ed by Loyal ists as m i l l - S i tes in 1 7 9 3  
and  1 7 94 respectively. I n  1 816 Perth 
was foun ded by a g roup of sett lers 
from Scot land and  a l a rge number of 
d ischa rged sold iers from both Scot­
land and Canada .  R ichmond ,  a nother 
commun i ty or ig i nated by d isbanded 
sold iers, was estab l ished i n  1 8 1 8 . 
Consequently when the R ideau Cana l  
was begun i n  1 82 6  there were a l ready 
a few co mmun ities estab l ished a l ong 
the chosen route. 

The decision to bui ld the ca na l  was 
made fol lowing the War of 1 8 1 2  when 
it became obVIOUS that a n  a l ternate 
route between Kingston a nd Mont­
real would be essent ia l  i n  the event of 
further host i l i t ies. Though it was con­
structed pr imar i ly for defence, the 
ca na l  also provided a l i ne of commu­
n ication through the wilderness that 
existed between p io neer farms and 
communities. I n  the course of events 
which fol lowed, it was th i S  secondary 
purpose that was actua l ly  served, as 
the ca na l  was never cal led into active 
mi l i ta ry use. The ca n a l  a ided in the 
open ing  of new sections of U pper 
Canada and  encouraged settlement; it 
fostered the development of some 
communit ies such as By town (Ot­
tawa), whose importa nce part ia l ly 
stemmed from its pos i t ion as the ter­
m ina l  pOi nt of the ca n a l ,  and It st imu­
lated and  assisted the development of 
trade In the area. 

The ca na l  was comp leted in  1 8 32 
and the surround ing area thr ived and  
developed fo r  the next 30 years The 
coming of the ra i lways in the l ate 
1 8 50s, however, marked the beg in­
n i ng of  gradual curta i lment of  com ­
merc ia l  traffic on the ca na l  and  the 
steady decl i ne of the sma l l  commun i­
t ies or ig ina lly dependent on it ,  a l ­
though duri ng the l ast quarter of  the 
1 9 th century the canal cont i nued to be 
an importan t  passenger route. I ron i ­
cal ly, the fre ight on the ca na l  duri ng  
th iS  t ime consisted l a rgely of  coa l 
being sh i pped to service the ePR d iv i ­
s ional  pOint establ ished at Smith 's  
Fa l ls .  

15  

The ca na l  actua l ly conti nued to 
serve unt i l  1 9 3 5  in a n  I ncreasi ng ly  
l im ited way for  transportat ion of  both 
passengers a n d  fre ight Some of the 
smal ler towns reta i ned their impor­
ta nce as rural centres but growth was 
l a rgely concentrated around those 
communities served by the ra i l road­
Smith 's  Fa l ls, Kemptv i l le and Perth .  

I n  recent yea rs i nterest i n  the ca na l  
has been renewed W i th  recog n i t ion  of 
its pOSS ib i l i t ies as a scen ic  and  recrea ­
t iona l  waterway and of the charm and 
potent ia l  of  the stone houses i n  the 
R ideau a rea .  Recogn ized , too, is the 
ca na l 's h isto rical importa nce in the de­
velopment of U pper Canada and the 
great eng i neer ing  feat d isplayed by its 
construct ion under the most pr imitive 
con d i tions. Th is  recog n it ion is a t imely 
o ne, for as Robert Legget has sa id ,  
The Waterway is certainly a national 
asset of unusual value not only be­
cause of its historical significance, 
being a true "national historic monu­
ment" even though spread over 720 
miles, but also because of Ihe singular 
beau!y of ils course and of Ihe con­
veniem access il gives to many inviling 
lakes and much pleasalll counlry­
side 2 



Builders Along the Rideau 

The first bu i l d ings in the R ideau Cor­
r idor were most p robably of log,  hast­
i ly  erected by owners or  by neig h ­
bou rly "bees." The p lans  were bas ic, 
the bu i ld ing  sma l l ,  the necessary ma­
teri a ls  at hand ,  and  it took no g reat 
sk i l l  to erect at least an adequ ate 
shelter of th is  k ind .  M a n y  of these 
rather crudely bu i lt cab ins  were re­
p laced as soon as poss ib le by a l a rger 
and more perma nent type of acco m ­
modation, usua l ly  of stone, 

The Loya l i sts brought with them to 
U pper Canada a long trad it ion and  
skil l  in  bu i ld ing ,  both in  wood a nd 
stone, but the expressed preference 
for stone in the R ideau Corridor is  i n ­
d icative o f  t h e  infl uence o f  t h e  Ir ish 
and Scottish imm igrants, the ready 
ava i lab i l i ty of the mater ia l  and the 
presence in  the a rea of  ski l led stone­
masons even before the bu i ld ing  of the 
cana l  had commenced. Stone houses 
such as the Eager place in Heckston, 
the H arris- Raden h u rst- I nderwicke 
house in  Perth and the Wi l l i am Mer­
rick house in  Merrickvi l le were a l l  
b u i l t  and occupied before 1 82 6 ,  the 
year the ca na l  was beg u n .  H owever, 
the disproportionately large n u mber 
of stone houses erected in the R ideau 
Corridor between 1 830 and 1 8 60 u n ­
doubtedly was due i n  large measure 

to the stone-masons who arrived in  
the area to work on the R ideau Cana l ,  
or  learned their trade i n  so do ing and  
stayed on to bu i l d  houses when the 
ca na l  was f in ished. Some, l i ke those 
who bu i lt the Kel ly house i n  Wolford 
townsh ip  in the 1 830s, had no choice : 
they were so indebted to Mr. Kel ly 
for the i r  room and board wh i le work­
ing on the canal that they were ob l iged 
to d ischarge their debt by bu i ld ing 
h im a ho use, 

Whi le  it is  a reasonable assumption 
that many of the stone houses were 
bu i l t  by the canal stone-masons, it has 
not been possible as yet to actua l ly  
substanti ate th is  assumption (except 
in a few cases) or even to associate 
part icu la r  bu i lders' na mes with very 
many of the bui ld ings.  Nor has ev­
idence yet been found  as to the or ig in  
of  the p lans  or des igns used, even i n  
those isolated cases where the bu i lder 
is  known, such as Samuel Langford 
who worked in  Merrickvi l le i n  the 
1 8 50s bu i ld i ng two of the Merrick 
houses, o r  J .  Acton who bui l t  h is  
house and the nearby church at  Acton 
Corners, S ince there were severa l ca r­
penters' and  bui lders' handbooks 
avai lable in Great Bri ta in  and the 
U n ited States at the t ime, it can be 
assumed that some of these were i m ­
ported t o  Canada and  used a s  gu ide­
books for house construction . A n u m ­
ber o f  these, such as The Carpenter's 
Assistant by Wi l l i am Brown, The Amer­
ican Builder's Companion by Asher 
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Benj a m i n ,  The Architecture of Country 
Houses by Andrew J ac kson D ow n ing ,  
Louden's Encyclopedia of Cottage, 
Farm and Villa Architecture, and  B atty 
Lang ley's The City and Country 
Builder's and Workman's Treasury of 
Designs a re known to have been i n  
l i brar ies of various Mecha n ics I nsti ­
tutes before 1 870.3 N onetheless , the 
bu i l d ings in q uest ion show l ittle ev­
idence of extensive copying of deta i l s  
from a n y one sou rce. O n  the contrary, 
a very sma l l  n u m ber of a l l  the houses 
recorded were fo u n d  to be ident ical  
i n  deta i l ,  and  except for a very few 
insta nces the houses having ident ica l  
deta i l s  were b u i lt after 1 840 when 
p lan ing  m i l l s  were establ ished and  
mass - p roduced m i l lwork was  becom ­
ing ava i la ble.  ( Pr ior t o  about 1 840 
m i l l - sawn fra m i n g  l u m ber  was ob­
ta i n able but  the carpenter usua l l y  was 
sti l l  ob l iged to man ufacture a l l  sash,  
doors and  tr i m  o n  the s ite, a nd a p ­
parent ly t o  h is own des ign . )  T h e  p l a n s  
and  des igns,  then, seem s i mply t o  
have been evolved by t h e  owner and  
bu i lder, i nevitably reflect ing  h i s  or ig i n s  
as wel l  as t h e  c u rrent style o f  the 
per iod or a rea ,  with their u lt imate suc­
cess due to the i ntu it ively f ine sense 
of scale a n d  p roport ion d i sp layed i n  
t h e  des ign and  t h e  sk i l led craftsman­
sh ip  d isp layed in its execution .  

N ot knowing their n a mes, we must 
honour  the b u i lders as a g roup .  They 
have left a last ing memor ia l  in these 
p l a i n  but wel l -proport ioned, s i m ple 
but sturdy bu i l d i ngs.  " G ood bu i ld ing  
hath  three Cond it ions - Commod ity, 
F irmness a n d  Del i ght."4 The ear ly 
bu i l ders of the R ideau Corr idor fo l ­
lowed that maxim wel l .  



H ouses of the Rideau 

The pre-1  880 houses recorded in the 
R ideau C orridor  cover a span of 64 
years and  inc lude log.  stone.  fra me 
and brick construct ion.  Approx imately 
70 per cent of the 1 .677 houses re­
corded a re located on farms or i n  
s m a l l  commun ities and  t h e  ba lance 
i n  the l a rger centres of Perth. S m ith's 
Fa l l s. Merrickvi l le  and  Kemptv i l le .  
M ost of the houses were constructed 
between 1 830 and  1 860 by emigra nts 
from Eng land .  Scotland .  I re land a nd 
the U n ited States. 

The majority of the houses were of 
the same basic form. d ifferin g  on ly  i n  
deta i l s  w h i c h  reflect either the or ig in  
of thei r  bu i lders o r  owners. o r  the 
per iod of construction and the nature 
of the b u i l d ing  materi a l s  used.  They 
a re genera l l y  recta ngu l a r. end -gab led 
structures with a ch im ney at each end ; 
the ma in  entran ce door is centra l ly 
located on the long wa l l .  a n d  the 
windows a re symmetr ica l ly a rranged. 
M ost of the houses recorded a re 1 ]1,  
storeys h igh  and  have either a stra ight 
eave l ine  or a sma l l  decorative gable 
over the main entrance in which there 
is a decorative window or sometimes 
a door. Examp les of the typica l  stone 
houses recorded a re i l l ustrated by the 
house i n  N o rth G ower townsh ip  (F ig .  
2 )  and  the  house i n  Heckston ( F ig .  3 ) .  
The on ly  deviat ion from the end­
gabled form wh ich  occu rs wi th  any  
frequency i n  the  R ideau a rea i s  a 1 ]1,­
storey front-gab le  des ign with a n  off­
centre door. Th is style is usua l ly  found 
i n  frame or br ick houses i n  the a rea 
but i s  rarely seen in stone .  

I nfl uences of  a l l  the a rchitectural 
styles that were popu lar  in pre- 1 880 
U pper Canada a re seen to some degree 
in the deta i l i ng  of houses  of the R ideau 
Corridor. The i nf luence of the C lassical 

2 The simple lines. u nbroken eave and general pro­
portions of this stone house. bui lt about 1 832  in 
Heckston, South Gower township, are typical of the 
earlier houses i n  the Rldeau area. 
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3 "Thunderwood Farm" built about 1 840 i n  North 
Gower township (Con. 1 .  Lot 23) .  with its centre 
front gable, end chimneys and decorative doorway 
is  typical in design of many of the houses in the 
Rideau Corridor including those of frame and brick 
as well as stone. 



Revival predomi nates, h owever, s ince 
it was the cu rrent style in the cou ntry 
at the time when most of the recorded 
houses were bu i lt . Except for the Ada­
mesque fan l ight transom and the dec­
orative Goth ic trim, evidence of the 
other architectu ral styles is  q u ite l im­
ited. G enera l ly speak ing,  the  a rch i ­
tecture o f  the houses i s  bas ica l ly very 
s imple in form and deta i l i ng, dependent 
for effect a l most entirely on good 
proportions. The restra int in  detai l ing 
i s  a n  asset and the resu l t  a heritage 
of s imple, classica l ly proportioned 
structures o utsta nd ing for the i r  con­
s istently good design. 

Exposed Log Houses 

The ea rl iest bu i ld ing recorded in the 
survey is the "Red H ouse" i n  Perth, 
erected in 1 8 1 6  ( F ig. 4). I t  is  con ­
structed of l ogs, probably the most 
common type of bu i ld ing mater ia l  i n  
the early settlement days i n  the R ideau 
a rea.  Logs were used for houses, 
schools, shops and barns, and many 
a f ine stone house for which the area 
is now renowned was preceded by a 
hastily erected log cabin .  H owever, 
despite the l a rge number of log houses 
bu i l t  throug hout the period, relatively 
few have su rvived in  their orig ina l .  
unsurfaced form and on ly approxi­
mately 1 00 were recorded. There are 
u ndoubtedly a great many more sur­
viving, but these are not read i ly d is­
cerni b le, be ing sheathed in  clapboard, 
brick or some form of composition 
s id ing .  Others have been re legated for 
use as farm outbu i ld ings or, having 
been abando ned, are now d is integrat­
ing under the forces of wind and 
weather. 

The surviving cabins with log wal ls 
exposed are very s imple structures. 
They a re rectangular  in shape, usua l ly 
seven to n in e  logs h igh, and with an 
end-gabled roof. With sma l l  gable 
windows i n  each end they could be 
termed 1 Y2-storey bu i ld ings,  a l though 
th is  second-storey space was often 
left unf in ished or treated as attic space 
on ly. When a cei l ing (or second floor) 
was provided, the cei l ing logs were 
notched into the wa l l s  at about the 
level of the seventh log, as can be 
seen, for example, on a cab in  i n  Ashton 
( F ig 5 ) .  
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I n p lan ,  t h e  cabins are very s imple. 
cons isti ng  of one or two rooms with 
a sta i rway or ladder to the upper level 
as req u i red.  The entrance door i s  most 
often centred o n  the long wa l l ,  a nd is 
f lanked by a window symmetr ica l ly 
l ocated on e ither s ide,  or  on  one s ide 
o n ly if the cab in  is  very smal l .  Typica l  
examples of the two styles are s hown 
in Fig u res 6 and 7, the former in Wol­
ford townsh ip and the l atter i n  N orth 
G ower town sh ip. A ba lanced window 
a rrangement a nd s l ig htly off-centre 
door i s  u sed,  too, on  severa l of the 
cabins recorded.  Th is  rather cur ious 
e levation  appears on clapboard ,  stucco 
and brick houses in the a rea as wel l ,  
suggesting their  log ca b in  or igins .  
Compare, for example, the e levat ion 
of the cabin in Montague towns h ip 
( F ig  8) with that of the stucco house 
i n  South G ower townsh ip (F ig .  9) .  

The l og cabins were orig ina l ly  erect­
ed without basements and rested o n  
a log s i l l ,  b u t  m a n y  h ave n o w  acqu i red 
concrete block fo undat ions .  The logs 
were rough ly squared and usua l ly  
secured with  doveta i led key ing .  C h i n k­
ing was general ly a m ortar mix,  prob­
ab ly with wood-ch ip inf i l l  as req u i red 
and ,  d epend ing  on the qua l ity of the 
logs ava i l able,  varying greatly in width.  
R oofs of the log bu i ld ings were com­
monly f in ished with wood sh ing les .  
Although no examples were seen,  i t  i s  
nonetheless poss ib le that  the or ig ina l  
roofs of the  earl iest cab ins  i n  the  area 
were the "trough" type ( ho l lowed 
out  tree tru n ks la id  at r ight angles to 
the roof r idge with the ho l lows a l ter­
nately up and down ) .  M ost of the roof 
f i nishes of the log bu i ld ings  recorded 
h ave been replaced over the years 
with asph a l t  sh i ng les or meta l ,  but the 



4 The "Red H ouse" in Perth. Now pa inted white. th is  
log bui ld ing (original ly an i n n )  acquired a f in ish of 
red clapboard s iding i n  1 865 at the suggestion of the 
Prince of Wales during his vis it  to Perth in 1 860. 

5 Log cabin i n  Ashton, Goulbourn township. Ends of 
log beams supporting the upper floor can be seen 
on the front elevation. 
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wood -sh ing led roof of  the cab in  in  
N orth G ower town ship ( F ig .  7) could 
wel l  be the or ig ina l  f in ish . 

The ear ly cab ins were heated by a 
s ing le  u ntr immed stone fireplace lo­
cated i n  a gab le  wa l l .  Very often the 
back of  th i s  f ireplace was f lush with 
the exterior s ide of the log wall and 
consequently exposed. Few examples 
of these firepl aces were recorded but 
the typica l  style is  that shown in  a 
cab in ,  now demol ished, in Storrington 
township ( F i g .  1 0 ) .  Early ch imneys 
were of stone and  generous in size to 
accommodate the large firepl ace flues. 
In rare instances they have a n  exter i­
or p roject ing ledge at roof level  i ntend­
ed to protect the ju nction of chimney 
and roof, a practice that u nfortu nately 
was not too successfu l .  When stoves 
became read i ly ava i lable ( i n  the late 
1 8 30s ) ,  they repl aced the less con­
venient open hearth, and br ick re­
p laced stone i n  ch imney construction .  

Windows of the log bu i ld ings re­
corded a re, without exception ,  a l l  
doub le-hung .  Some of  the  orig ina l  
sma l l -pa ned sash  sti l l  survive, though 
the most common design recorded 
consists of two movable sash, each 
conta i n i n g  s ix  panes .  A typical ex­
ample i s  seen on the cabin in  Gou l ­
bourn townsh ip  ( F ig .  1 1 ) .  The dormer 
or gab le  windows on a number of log 
cab ins i n  the a rea a re most l i kely later 
addit ions .  

Low, wide doors were typ ical  of 
ea rly ca b ins  and  an example survives 
in a ca b in  in M ontague townsh ip  
( F igs.  1 2 , 1 3 ) .  The doorway, whi le 
typica l  i n  s ize,  is  unusual  in  design,  
for few cabins had entranceways with 



side- l ights or even a transom. Door 
and window open ings were genera l ly  
f in ished with very p la in  tr im but a few. 
such as the cab in  in M ontague town­
ship ( F ig .  1 4) have a tri angu la r  ped i ­
ment which w a s  popular  i n  C a nada 
during the period of the C lassica l  Re­
vival ( 1 830- 50) .  

S i nce log  cab ins  were bu i l t  i n  much 
the same way throughout the 1 9th 
century. and even i nto the 20th cen ­
tury in some a reas of Ontario. dat ing 
them without documentation is  p racti­
cal ly imposs ib le .  Few have enough 
a rchitectural deta i l i n g  to identify them 
with a part icu lar style per iod.  and  
many have been extensively a l tered 
or concealed by later addit ions .  S igns  
of  early construction would be the 
presence of  a stone f i repl ace or  ev­
idence that it had ex isted. such as a 
missing sect ion of logs i n  the l ower 
part of the gable wa l l ; l a rge stone 
chimneys ; low. squat  door  o r  window 
open ings. and mult ip le-paned win­
dows (these sometimes can be found 
on the rear of the bu i ld ing  if the front 
ones a re new ) .  

I t  should be remembered. however. 
that design and  construct ion of these 
log cabins depended very much on the 
sk i l l  of the bu i lder and the mater ia ls  
ava i lable to h i m  and  may reflect just  
that  rather than the date of construc­
tion. Crudely bu i lt cab ins  in iso lated 
rural a reas might wel l  be contempo­
rary with or even later in date than the 
careful ly constructed and deta i led 
examples found elsewhere. 

6 Log cabin i n  Wolfo r d  township (Con. A. Lot' 1 ) . of 
typical centre· door design. 

7 Log cabin i n  North Gower township (Con . 3. Lot39). 
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8 Log cabin in Montague township (Con.  3 Lot 20) .  
a n  example of the off-centre door design.  

9 Once "Wilson's Say" post office in South Gower 
township (Con. SF, Lot 40) . The style and propor­
t i ons of this stucco house readily suggest its 
or ig ina l  log construct ion.  

1 0  Typical early stone fireplace. Storrington township 
(Con. 8. Lot 9) .  Now demolished. 

1 1  Log cabin i n  Goulbourn township (Con. 8, Lot 2) 
stil l reta in ing its original small paned windows. 

1 2  Cabin in  Montague township (Con.  4, Lot 2 2 ) ,  with 

1 3  the low door itself typical of the early cabins but the 
door surround very atypical i n  design. 

14 Log cabin i n  Montague township (Con. 4. Lot 24) 
with pedimented tr im. 



Stone Houses 

Over 400 stone houses were recorded 
and these a re, with few except ions,  of 
the basic end-ga bled des ign ,  1 Y, sto­
reys h igh  with end ch imneys and  usu­
a l ly a gab le over  the front door. M a ny 
have a rear wing,  bu i l t  at the same t ime 
as the or ig i na l  structure or a few years 
later to provide either the ma in  kitchen 
or  a summer kitchen, and i n  a few i n ­
stances a carriage house as wel l .  

Roof pitches o f  t h e  ear l iest gabled 
stone houses were pleasantly low, 
p robably reflecti ng a Scottish inf luence 
and contrast ing ma rkedly with the 
steeply pitched gable roofs of the very 
early stone bu i ld ings of O uebec. M ost 
stone houses bu i l t  after 1 83 5  recorded 
in  the R ideau a rea have med ium-p itched 
roofs, des igned to provide as m uch 
l iv ing space on the second floor as 
possib le and to avoid the construction 
costs and i ncreased tax assessment of 
the ful l two-storey house. The occa­
s iona l  h ip- roofed stone house was 
bu i l t  and later in the period a few 
steeply p itched roofs occur, the latter 
reflecting the i nfluence of the G othic 
Revival style. 

M ost of the houses are constructed 
of cou rsed or uncoursed sandstone or 
l i mestone squa red rubble, and  some­
ti mes dressed stone quo ins  were used. 
Mortar has been very generously ap-
pi ied on some to the extent that  i t  
covers much of the stonework. Plaster 
or  " rough-cast" has been added as a 
protective f in ish to others, but much of 
th is has s ince fa l l en  away or been re­
moved by recent owners. On a few, 
this p l aster f in ish has been scored to 
resemble ash la r, as on the l a rge Hag­
gart -Shortt house i n  Perth ( F ig .  1 5 ) .  

Others have a cut-stone front and rub­
ble s ides .  A f ine example of this type of 
f in ish is the Stephen Merrick Classical  
Revival  house in Merr ickv i l l e  ( F ig. 1 6 ) .  

Foundat ion wa l ls  are of coarsely la id  
rubb le  or fieldstone, two to three feet 
th ick.  Often there is an addit ional  sup­
port ing stone wa l l  about 1 8  inches 
th ick centra l ly located in the basement 
and ru n n i n g  the length of the house. 
The main su pporting beams a re of logs, 
often with the bark sti l l  on them, and 
range i n  size from 8 to 1 2  i nches in 
d ia meter. The upper wa l ls  a re approx­
i mately two feet thick o n  the smal ler 
houses, but are th icker than th is on 
some of the ta l ler two-storey bu i ld­
i ngs, such as the Wi l l i am Merrick 
house i n  Merrickv i l le  ( F ig .  1 7 ) where 
the wal ls of the first floor level a re fo u r  
feet th ick, taper ing t o  two feet at the 
top leve l .  R afters and r idge-poles a re 
occas iona l ly  of un sawn logs about s ix 
i nches i n  d i ameter but most often they 
a re of sawn lumber either butted or, 
in better types of construct ion,  fas­
tened with wooden pegs. Framing 
ti mbers in some of the early b u i ld ings 
d isplay adze marks or marks of  the o ld  
pit  saw. M ore commonly fou nd ,  how­
ever, a re the marks of the c i rcu lar  saw 
which came i nto general use in the 
1 840s. F loor  and roof boards genera l ly 
average 8 to 1 0  inches i n  width but 
1 2 - to 1 4- i nch widths a re often seen 
in  the larger and earlier bu i ld ings .  The 
i nterior f in ish on the stone wal ls was 
commonly p laster appl ied over spl it 
cedar  or sawn lath or, i n  a few in ­
stances, d i rectly to  the stone wa l l .  I n ­
terior partit ions were usua l ly f in ished 
i n  lath and p laster, but those made of 
vertical butted boards covered with 
wal lpaper were also seen .  

The majority of  the stone houses 
have a centre-ha l l  plan, the smal ler  
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ones having a "boxed" sta i r  (en c losed 
on both s ides) with one  l a rge room o n  
one s i d e  and  two s m a l l  o n e s  on the 
other. Larger houses had a wider sta i r  
ha l l ,  g iv ing access t o  t h e  rea r o f  the 
house and a lso permitt ing the use of 
a decorative sta i r  ra i l  and  newel post. I n  
some of the smal ler, ea rly houses the 
seco nd floor was not d ivided and  
served as a dormito ry type of accommo­
dation. H owever, i n  the l a rger houses 
secon d  floors were part it ioned a n d  
b y  mid -century, when heat ing stoves 
were used, "heat holes" were p rovided 
between adjacent rooms to perm it  the 
passage of wa rm a i r  from a stove lo­
cated in one of the rooms or  i n  the 
ha l lway. B asements i n  a few of the 
ea rly houses, such as the N abert house 
i n  Bu rritts Rap ids ,  were ful ly f in ished 
and  conta i ned kitchens with tri m med 
f i replace open ings and bake-ovens ; 
others have huge cisterns, but many 
were u nf in ished o r  excavated on ly 
enough to provide a cold-storage a rea .  

Heat ing of the ea rly stone houses 
d epen ded a l most enti rely o n  f i replaces, 
but s i nce o n ly one f i replace was ex­
empt from taxat ion ,  few of the smal ler  
houses have more tha n  two, one i n  the 
kitchen for  cook ing a n d  a nother i n  the 
parlour. Larger houses often have at  
least one add it iona l  f ireplace located 
in the master bed room, and ,  depending 
o n  the s ize of the house and  the wealth 
of the owner, f i repl aces i n  other rooms 
a l so .  For example the H arris- Raden­
h u rst- I nderwicke house i n  Perth (Fi g .  
1 8) h a s  five and  a kitchen cook ing  
f i replace as wel l .  The ch im neys of  the  
stone houses a re located o n  the r idge 
of the roof at  each gable end and a re 
constructed of stone and  of generous 
proport ions particu l a rly where de­
s igned for two flues (see F ig .  1 9 ) .  



1 5  The Haggart·Shortt house in Perth: an early h i p· 
roofed design in stone. p l astered and scored to re· 
semble ashlar.  It was erected in 1 837 for John 
Haggart.  a mi l ler  from Scotland. 

1 6  Erected in 1 844 in Merrickville by Stephen Merrick. 
son of the founder of Merrickville. the front of this 

rubble stone house is of ashlar detailed in the style 
of the Classical Revival. including cut· stone pilasters 
at each end. 

17 Will iam Merrick house in Merrickville. bui lt  about 
1 820. The verandah and decorative bargeboard are 
later additions. 

18 Harris· Radenhurst·lnderwicke house in Perth. 
originally built in 1 824. with the front gable added 
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many years later. and having one of the most hand· 
some doorways in the Rideau Corridor. On the 
grounds is a plaque commemorating Canada's last 
duel which took place in the area in 1 833. 

19 Stone house i n  Orummond township (Con. 3. 
Lot 3) with the broad chimneys typical of the early 
designs. 
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20 Typical twelve·pane, s l im mul l ioned windows seen 
21  on a stone house in South C rosby township (Con. 2. 

Lot 1 0) .  
2 2  House on Mountain Road near Westport, North 
23 C rosby township, built i n  the mid - 1 9th century with 

large, handsome muJti-paned sash. 



When stoves became read i ly  avai lable 
in  the late 1 830s. one ch imney served 
the k itchen fireplace and  the other the 
stove which was used for heat ing  
rather than cook ing .  I t  then became 
a mark of style a n d  affluence to bui ld 
a house without any f i replace at a l l  to 
i n d i cate the ownersh ip  of both cooking 
and heat ing app l i ances. Cook-stoves 
a n d  heaters. however. were accom­
pan ied by a n  un attractive and d a n ­
gerous  a rray o f  stove-p i pes lead ing to 
rooms on the upper f loors and  to the 
two ch im neys which conti nued to be 
l ocated at each gab le end.  Concealed 
p i pes and  central heat ing furnaces 
were un known i n  the 1 8 50s in the 
R i deau C orr idor. 

Considering the heati ng  problems. 
most of the stone ho uses are desig ned 
with a surpr isingly l a rge number of 
windows. The m a i n  wi ndows were 
a lmost inva r iab ly rectangu l a r  in shape. 
symmetr ica l l y  ar ranged on each eleva­
t ion and with untr immed open ings 
a n d  si l ls of cut stone or wood. S i nce in  
the early 1 9th century g lass was ava i l ­
ab le  on ly  i n  sma l l  sizes. win dows were 
m u l ti p le paned. the common pane 
s ize being approxi mately 7Y:. i nches by 
9Y:. inches. Near ly a l l  of the windows 
were double hung (the casement type 
is ra rely seen). a n d  the most popu la r  
sash size was three pa nes wide by four 
h igh .  actu a l  d i mensions vary ing  with 
the size of the g lass A good example 
of a typical window may be seen o n  
a house i n  South C rosby townsh ip  
( F igs. 20. 2 1 ). and  a n  example of  the 
same type on ly  l a rger (and less com­
mon) on the house bui lt near Westport 
( F igs 2 2 .  2 3). An i n terest ing  deviat ion 
from the sta ndard style was a tr ip le 

sash design  with a la rge centra l sash 
f lan ked by sl immer o nes on either s ide. 
Sometimes cal led a "Venet ian  win­
dow." it can  be seen with the orig ina l  
sma l l  panes intact on the house in  
I nverary ( F igs. 24. 25) .  

The front gable window on those 
stone houses hav ing  a broken eave l i ne 
was treated as a decorative as wel l  as 
a practical feature . The most common 
style was the sem i-c ircular head such 
as is seen on a ha ndsome house i n  
Bastard townsh i p  ( F ig .  26). Oval a n d  
ha l f- round .  pointed G othic. f latter Tu­
dor and even Ogee a rched windows 
were a lso used but not i n  suff ic ient 
quantity or  concentrat ion to suggest 
any style development pattern . They 
were more apt to be the result of the 
fancy of the bu i lder or owner. or of 
the m i l lwork ava i l a ble in  the part icular 
a rea at the time. Typ ica l  examples of 
these less common but more decora ­
tive designs of fro nt gable windows 
are i l l ustrated in F igures 27 to 3 1 . 

On the better houses. eaves. whether 
stra ight or broken by a front ga ble. 
were trimmed with a few wel l - propor­
t ioned classical mou ld i ngs and re­
turned on adjacent wa l ls as seen o n  
the house in  Bastard townsh ip ( F ig 
32). I n  addit ion to moulded eaves a 
few houses have decorative corn ices as 
wel l .  a handsome example being the 
wel l  detailed house in Oxford town ­
sh ip ( F ig 3 3). Here mutu le b l ocks of 
the very early Classical Reviva l style 
a re seen combined with a carefu l ly  
deta i led frieze on both the ma in  part of 
the bu i ld i ng and the wing Less e lab­
orate but  more freq uently seen I S  the 
corn ice with dent i l  trim such as exists 
on the mid-century house in South 
E l msley township ( F ig 34). 

The main entran ceway of the end­
ga bled stone houses which.  as noted 
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earl ier. is located on the long wa l l  is 
usu a l ly the most decorative feature of 
the house. Examples of the or ig ina l  
doors themselves ind icate that  en­
tra nce doors were wide and hand­
somely pa neled . most often in  a s ix­
panel  design as seen on the house i n  
North E l msley townsh ip ( F ig  3 5). The 
more e laborate e ig ht-panel pattern is 
fo und on the door of a house in South 
C rosby townsh ip  ( F ig .  36) a nd a 
seven-panel var iat ion can be seen on 
a house in  Prospect ( F ig .  37). Doors 
were often placed flush with the inte­
rior surface of the thick stone wal l  and 
the result ing embrasu re was f in ished 
in wood pa nel i ng .  A f ine example of 
such a doorway is the entrance to the 
house shown in F igu re 36 .  

Customar i ly doors were fu rther en­
hanced by  the  add it ion of  a transom 
and sidel ights. which were practical  as 
wel l  as decorative features. The tra n ­
soms on the ear ly bu i ld i ngs were m in ­
ima l  i n  size a nd semi-c i rcul a r  o r  semi ­
e l l i ptica l i n  shape.  The practical  need 
for addit iona l  l ight in the entra nce ha l l  
resulted in  the provision of  s idel i ghts. 
and  this in tu rn necessitated a wider 
transom. These wider transoms were 
either semi -e l l i pt ica l  or recta ngu la r. the 
former design predominat ing in  the 
l ate 1 8 20s and the latter su perseding 
it i n  the m id- 1 830s. All th ree transom 
designs - semi - c i rcu lar. semi-el l i ptical 
or rectangular - are d i rect reflect ions of 
the a rchitectural style popular  at the 
t ime of their construct ion.  

When the fi rst stone houses were 
erected in the R ideau Corr idor the i n ­
f luence of  the  Br it ish Renaissance o r  
Georg ian style was very evident. A l ­
though smal ler i n  size. the houses have 
the sol id proportions and ba lanced 



24 "Venetian" windows on a stone house in I nverary, 
25 Storrington township. 
26 Front gable wi ndows of typical semi-circular design 

bui lt i n  the 1 850s i n  Bastard township (Con. 3, 
Lot 23) .  
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27 Gable windows. Adamesque oval. Oxford townshi p  
(Con. 3.  Lot 24) .  

28 Gable windows. Classical Revival ha lf-round. Ox­
ford township (Con. 1 ,  Lot 1 ) . 

29 Gable wi ndows. Ogee design. Osgoode township  
(Con .  1 .  Lot 9). 



30 Gable wi ndows. Gothic Revival. Oxford township 
(Con. 1 . Lot 2). 

31 Gable wi ndows. ··Carpenter"s Gothic" bui lt  in 1 843 
i n  Glenburnie.  K ingston township. 

32  Moulded trim of classical design on a house i n  
Bastard township (Con. 2. Lot 25). 

33 Unusually elaborate cornice in Oxford township 
(Con. 1. Lot 1) 

34 ClassIcal mouldings and denti l  trim on  a house in 
South Elmsley township (Con.  2. Lot 21). This trim 
is repeated on the entrancewav (see FIg. 46). 
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35 The six-panel door on this house in North Elmsley 
township (Con. 7. Lot 3) is the style most commonly 
seen on the stone houses where the original doors 
rem a i n .  

36 A very handsome e ight-panel d o o r  with a paneled 
embrasure. built about 1 860 in South Crosby town­
ship (Con 2. Lot 1 4) .  
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37 Seven-panel door design in Prospect. Beckwith 
township. 

38 Chester-M cCabe house. Montague township (Con. 
39  A. Lot 5). was built i n  1 830 by John Chester in 

the sturdy British Renaissance style typical of the 
eary two-storey stone houses along the R ideau. 



40 Classical mouldings and symmetrical tr im on a n  
1 854 house i n  Bastard township (Con. 3, L o t  2 3 ) .  

41 Wooden louvres a n d  paneled trim i n  Wolford town­
ship (Con. C.  Lot 1 ) .  

fa�ades associated with the early 
Georg ian structu res. Doorways o n  the 
houses of this ear ly design, such as 
the Chester- McCabe house in M o n ­
tague township ( F ig .  3 8 ) ,  a re n arrow 
and  usual ly have a smal l  sem i - c i rcu lar  
transom. 

The sem i-e l l ipt ical  shape of the 
wider transom i ntroduced i n  the m id-
1 820s was a d i rect reflection of  the 
Adamesque style popular  i n  U pper 
Canada at that t ime.  The Adamesque 
style was developed i n  Eng land in  the 
1 8th century by the brothers Adam, 
a tr io of Eng l ish a rch i tects whose work 
was cha racterized by del icacy of deta i l  
a n d  the use o f  t h e  cu rved l i n e ; ova ls 
and e l l i pses became popular  a rt forms 
and appeared on i nteriors as decora­
tive trim, and on exteriors as smal l  dec­
orative windows and door transoms. 
The sem i-e l l iptical o r  fan l ight transom 
qu ickly became a d isti ngu ish ing fea­
ture of the style known as the "Adam 
style" i n  England,  the " Federal style" 
in the U n ited States and the "Adam­
esq ue" in Canad a .  I t  was popu l a r  i n  
Canada from about 1 82 5  t o  1 8 3 5  a n d ,  
as with most of t h e  1 9th -century style 
developments in  U pper Canada,  re­
flected both Brit ish a nd Ameri can i n ­
f luences. The fan l ight transom, how­
ever, seems to have been b rought to 
the R ideau area by the Loya l ist set­
tlers. So firmly establ ished was this 
association that i n  one part of the cor­
ridor at least. the fa n l i ght-transomed 
door was known as the " Loya l ist door" 
and was said to have been used on 
their  houses by those who wanted a l l  
to know that a U n ited Empi re Loya l ist 
dwelt  there i n .  

T h e  semi -e l l ipt ica l  transom w a s  used 
extensively in  the R ideau Corr idor 
from Perth to K ingston dur ing the late 
1 820s and early 1 8 30s and occas ion-
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a l ly unt i l  m id-century. Well  over 1 00 
were recorded, and  whi le a l l  were s im­
i lar  i n  design,  on ly four were identical  
i n  deta i l .  Vari at ions were found in  the 
tr im of the open ing, wh ich was mould­
ed or had p i l asters or symmetrical tr im. 
Some of the transoms have wooden 
louvres rather than glass, and i n  a few 
instances s imple tracery in wood has 
been used on both transom and s ide­
l ig hts. A very handsome example of 
symmetrical tr im appea rs on the en­
tra nceway of a house i n  Bastard town­
sh ip  ( F ig.  40) ; an attractive des ign 
with wooden louvres is  seen i n  the 
p re- 1 8 5 5  house in Wolford townsh ip 
( F ig .  41 ) ,  and  a f ine example of  wood 
tracery occurs on the very attractive 
entranceway of the H a rris- Radenhurst­
I n derwicke house in Perth ( F ig .  4 2 ) .  

Rectangu la r  tra nsoms, a style deve l­
opment of  the C lassical Revival period, 
came i nto use in the R ideau a rea in 
the m i d - 1 8 30s and soon superseded 
the semi-e l l i pt ica l  shape throughout 
the corridor. 

The C lassical R evival style, based on 
the deta i l s  of both G reek and Roman 
a rch itectural des ign,  was both an Eng­
l ish and a n  American revival dur ing 
the l ast quarter of the 1 8th century, 
with the Eng l ish emphasizing the work 
of G reece and  the Americans that of 
Rome. I ts development in Eng land 
was sti mul ated by the i ncreas ing in­
terest there i n  G reece, due partia l ly to 
the growing scholarly knowledge of 
the a rts of classical  G reece, access to 
these treasures and  sympathy with 
G reece i n  her war of independence 
with the Turks. I n  America it was pop­
u la rized by Thomas Jefferson's en­
thusiastic select ion of the classica l ar-



42 Graceful tracery in wood on the Harr is-Radenhurst­
I nderwicke house in Perth (see Fig .  1 8  for a fu l l  
view of th is  house).  

4 3  Recta ngu lar  transom on a stone house bu i l t  i n  1 847 
with an interest ing early screen door, Oxford town­
sh ip  (Con.  8. Lot 27) .  
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44 Entrance porch a nd door of Stephen Merrick house 
in .Merrickv i l le (see F ig .  16 for a full view of th is  
house) . 

45 Entrance to Cattin H a l l  in North Crosby township 
(Con. 7. Lot 8 )  b u i lt about 1 837. 

4 6  Oenti l-tr immed doorway in South Elmsley township 
(Con. 2 .  Lot 21 ) b u i lt i n  the 1 8505. 



47 Ferguson house in Kemptville. bu ilt in 1 840. 
48 Gothic Revival deta i l ing in North Elmsley township 

(Con.  1 0. Lot 2 9 ) .  
49 The Scottish thistle i n  t h e  treil lage design suggests 

the or ig in of the owner of this house. which was 
bu i lt i n  1 8 50 by James Lindsay in North Gower 
township (Con. 1. Lot 25) and has remained i n  the 
same family for five generations. 

48 
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ch itecture of the old Roman Republ ic  
as a perfect mode l  for  that  of  the  new 
repub l ic  i n  America. This revival .  which 
d ictated the use of temple fronts on a l l  
manner o f  bu i ld ings from houses t o  
ra i lway stat ions, a lso d ictated the use 
of c lass ica l  mould ings, triangu lar  ped i ­
ments, p i lasters, columns a n d ,  above 
a l l ,  the stra ight  l i ne.  The ovals, arcs 
and e l l ipses of the Adamesque style 
d i sappeared and the gracefu l fa n l ight  
gave way to the s l im recta ngu lar  t ra n ­
som. 

Because of the popularity of the 
C lassical  R evival style which was 
heavy with moral impl ications, the rec­
tangu lar  transom had a l l  but super­
seded the fan l ight transom by the mid-
1 8 30s. H owever, the recta ngu lar  tran­
somed doors cou ld  a l so  be very hand­
some i n  des ign  and wh i l e  no pattern 
book basis has as yet been found for 
them, not a few of the very modest as 
well as the more splendid houses of 
the R ideau can boast a door done i n  
t h e  best trad i t ion o f  the C lassical R e ­
vival style. Deta i l s  o f  trim and tracery 
used on these entranceways are very 
s im i l a r  to those used with the sem i ­
e l l ipt ical  t ra nsoms. Wel l -detai led 
examples of the rectangu lar  transom 
design can be seen on the houses in 
Oxford townsh ip ( F ig . 43)  : the Stephen 
Merrick house i n  Merrickv i l le  ( F ig .  44) , 
d isplaying as wel l  a porch in the same 



50 Verandah treil lage on a stone house bu i l t  in the late 
1 850s in South Burgess township (Con. 1 , Lot 24) .  

51 Gothic g ingerbread a n d  sturdy f i n i a l  on S 1 .  John·s 
Presbytery i n  Perth. 
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52 Shaw house in Perth built i n  the early 1 8505 for 
$9,000. an example of the Ita l ianate style as seen in 
the A ideau Corridor. 

53 Phelan house. North Gower township (Con. 2 , Lot 
1 6) .  with emphatic deta i l ing of Ital ianate influence. 
This house, b u i lt i n  the 1 8605, also has a handsome 
arched entranceway into the carriage shed located 
i n  the rear wing.  



style with fl uted columns and  moulded 
fascia ; Catt in H a l l  near Westport (F ig .  
4 5), and  a house i n  S outh E lmsley 
townsh ip  (F ig .  46). Comparison of the 
l atter two (built about 20 years apart) 
shows the change in proport ions which 
occurred on the l ater (1 845- 60) bui ld­
i ngs when doorways became some­
what narrower and ta l ler .  

Wh i le  the Classical Reviva l  was the 
most i nfluent ia l  sty le in the des ign of 
the stone houses i n  the R ideau Corri­
dor, exceptions a re seen as wel l .  The 
earl ier structures show the i nfluence of 
the Regency style, whose develop­
ment i n  the area was concurrent with 
that  of the C lassical Rev iva l .  D isti n ­
guish ing  features of t h i s  style i nclude 
the use of the h i p  roof, verandahs, ta l l  
f irst-fl oor wi ndows a nd s ing le o r  dou­
b le pa i rs of l a rge, important ch im neys. 
An i nterest i n g  examp le of the ear ly 
Regency h ip -roof design  combi ned 
with the fan l ight  door  of the preced ing 
Ada mesque period is the Ferguson 
house in Kemptv i l le  ( F ig .  47). This 
part icu l a r  house is i nteresti n g  for other 
reasons too, having been bui l t  with 
funds ori g i n a l ly col lected for the use of 
the i nfamous Hunters Lodge whose 
members were pledged to assist the 
rebels during the Rebe l l i on  of 1 838 .  
I n  a n  i ron ic  turn of fate, it  l ater became 
wel l  known as the home of the Hon­
ourab le H oward Ferguson ,  p remier of 
Ontar io from 1 92 3  to 1 9 30.  

Toward mid -century, the des ign de­
ta i ls  of the new stone houses were 
more apt  to be in keeping with the later 
arch itectura l styles in the corrido r ;  for 
exa mple, the house in N o rth E l msley 
townsh ip  (F ig .  48) shows the sha rply 
po inted ga ble and g i n gerbread tr i m  

typical o f  the Gothic Revival style a s  
appl ied t o  domestic bu i l d i ngs. Attrac­
tive examples of such trim used on 
stone houses in  the R ideau Corridor 
a re shown i n  Figures 49 to 5 1  The 
orig ina l  Shaw house in Perth (F ig .  52) 
has the projecti n g  frontispiece, wide 
bracketed eaves and sem i-c i rcular­
headed decorative windows of the 
I ta l i anate style, which became popular  
from about 1 8 50 on but  is not  seen to 
any extent i n  stone in  the R ideau a rea. 
Another example of the few recorded 
of th is I ta l i an ate i nfluence in  stone 
house des ign is seen in  the b racketed 
eaves and gable wi ndow of the Phelan 
house bui l t  i n  the 1 860s i n  North 
G ower township (F ig .  53). 

Regard less of their  part icular  a rch i ­
tectural style or the fact that they con ­
stitute a relatively sma l l  percentage of 
the tota l number of bui ld ings recorded 
in the survey, these stone houses are 
as a group undoubted ly the most out­
sta nd ing feature of the a rch i tecture of 
the R ideau Corridor, d ist inguished not 
on ly in design and craftsmansh i p  but 
in h istorical con n otation as wel l .  
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Frame Houses 

The early frame houses of the area 
fol lowed the same genera l form a nd 
p lan as the i r  stone counterparts. The 
majority were 1 Y:,-storey. end-gabled 
bu i ld ings havi ng either a stra ight eave 
l i ne or  a gable over the centra l ly  lo­
cated front door. Later i n  the period 
another style was i ntroduced : the 
front gable house with a n  off- centre 
door and s ide-ha l l  p l an .  The front  ga­
ble design was  a derivation of the 
temple-fronted house which was pop­
u larized in the U nited States during 
the per iod of the C l assical  Reviva l .  

This front gab le  p lan became i n ­
creasingly popular  as towns developed 
s i nce its re l atively narrow width su ited 
the smal ler  street frontage which town 
p lann ing economics favoured. Con­
sequently i n  the  R ideau a rea. part ic­
u larly in  the smal l  commun it ies .  fra me 
bu i ld ings of th i s  style are seen with 
increasing frequency from the 1 860s 
on. In due course a side wing was 
added. resu lt ing in  the L-shaped p lan .  
Th is  L-shaped p lan .  wh ich  was  very 
popular toward the latter part of the 
century in all parts of rural O ntario. 
was not extensively used i n  the R ideau 
area before 1 880 ; consequently few 
examples were recorded and  they were 
as often in brick as in frame. 

Basic construct ion of the frame 
houses. except of course for the exte­
rior wal ls. was s im i l a r  to those of stone. 
Foundat ion wa l ls  were of rubble a nd 
log beams were frequently used. A I -

though m i l l -sawn framing lumber was 
ava i l ab le  and used in some houses at 
an early date, i n  many instances it was 
apparently qu icker and more econom­
ical  to  cut a l l  t imber on the s i te. Exte­
rior wal ls were probably f i l led with 
grout. but to what extent this type of 
infi l l  was used is  d iffi cult to determ ine 
s i nce structural exami nation of  the 
wa l ls was rarely poss ib le in  the survey. 
Aga in .  due to the l i m i tat ions of the 
survey. no deta i l s  were obtained of the 
wa l l  fra ming methods used o n  the 
houses of the R ideau Corridor. but i t  
is  reasonable to assume that they fo l ­
lowed the methods being used else­
where i n  U pper Canada at the t ime. 
After 1 8 30 when mass production of 
na i l s  began and they became very i n ­
expens ive. the u s e  o f  t h e  bal loon fra me 
was favoured. 

The exterior f in ish of the pre- 1 880 
frame houses in  the R ideau Corridor 
was a l most i nvariab ly clapboard . usu­
a l ly narrower boards than the clap­
board used today. Some stucco was 
used. as on the Benjamin  Tett house 
in Newboro (F ig .  54) ; board and bat­
ten f in ish ( F ig .  5 5 )  is seen in the towns 
and v i l lages but rarely in rural a reas, 
and no examples were recorded of a 
f lushboard f in ish .  Many of the ori g ina l  
wood f in i shes a re now concea led by 
composit ion covering or  have been 
renewed or replaced. but a surpris ing ly  
l a rge number have withstood 1 00 
years of exposure to the elements, pre­
served to some extent by innumerable 
layers of paint. 

As with the stone houses. heating 
of the early frame structures was by 
means of fireplaces and by mid -centu-
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ry. by stoves only.  C h imneys were 
more apt to be of brick than stone but 
were sti l l  located at each end.  except 
for the front-gable house where a s i n ­
g le  rear ch imney or  a rare centre ch im­
ney served both cook-stove and  heat­
ers. Windows of the frame houses are 
s im i l ar i n  des ign and size to those of 
the stone houses : open ings a re a l most 
i nvariab ly rectangu lar in shape even 
for the front gab le  windows, if such 
exist. Entranceways a re q uite p la in  o n  
t h e  sma l ler frame houses. b u t  o n  the 
l arger ones rectangu lar transoms and  
s ide l ights a re freq uently seen .  

M ost of  the  ear l ier frame houses re­
corded are s i mple .  basic structures 
lack ing d eta i l i ng  of a ny k ind ; decora­
tive deta i l i n g  on those fra me bu i ld ings  
where i t  does  occu r is  most commonly 
i n  the C l ass ica l  Reviva l  style and  i n i ­
t ia l ly aga in  concentrated. as with the 
stone houses. on the front entra nce. 
Toward m i d - 1 9th century. however. as 
the ava i lab i l ity of f in ished mi l lwork 
i n creased . the better frame bu i ld ings 
bega n to d isp lay more decorative deta i l  
than their stone counterparts. For  ex­
ample.  wh i le  the house o n  M a i n  Street 
in Newboro ( F igs .  5 6 .  5 7 ) .  bu i l t  about 
1 860. has the class ic door design used 
on contemporary stone bu i ld i ngs.  a 
bracketed pediment has been added.  
And even when the rare fa n l ight t ra n ­
som i s  seen on a frame house such a s  
on t h e  res i dence i n  Bastard township 
dati ng  from a bout 1 860 ( F i gs .  58 .  5 9 ) .  
further embel l i shment h a s  been added 
i n  keep ing with the C lassical R evival 
style. Wi ndow trim.  too. became more 
decorative. the most popu lar form 
being the pedimented style seen o n  
t h e  house i n  Newboro ( F ig .  6 0 ) .  T h i s  
house a l so d isp lays a c lass ica l ly d e ­
s igned door with rectangu lar tran so m  
and s ide l ights. Eaves. where tr immed. 



54 Benjamin Tett house in Newboro. North Crosby 
townsh ip ,  B u i lt i n  the late 1 830s. i t  served as a store 
and post office as well as a home for M r. Tett who 
was a member of the Canad ian legislative assembly 
( 1 858- 6 1 )  and of the Ontario legislature i n  1 867.  
The unusual door design with a small  sem i - c i rcular 

transom and sidel ights and quarter-c i rcle windows 
in the end gables are notable arch itectural features 
of the design 

55 Board and batten f in i shed house in  Eastons Corners, 
Wolford township. of front-gable design trimmed 
with "eared' mouldings i n  the Classical Revival 
style 

56 Classically designed mid-1 9th-century house in 
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57 Newboro. North Crosby township. 
58 The fanl ight of this frame house in Bastard township 
59  (Con.  3.  Lot 28)  is blue and red glass ; the house, 

now ref inished i n  a luminum siding. dates from 
about 1 860 and was once a roadside inn.  



60 House in Newboro, North Crosby township, with 
clean classical detai l ing o n  windows and door. 

61 House in South Crosby township (Con. 2 . Lot 1 6) 
with steeply pitched gable. pointed window and 
decorative barge board of the Gothic Revival style. 

62 The Watts house in Eastons Corners. Wolford town· 
ship. built with small Regency windows on the 
second floor, was originally a store" as well. 

63 Regency style frame house i n  Kemptville. built about 
1 840. 
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64 Early styled treillage on a Brock Street house i n  
65 Merrickvil le. Wolford township. 
66 Verandah treillage of the decorative Gothic Revival 
67 style has been well retained on this mid� 1 9th� 

century house i n  Bu rritts Rapids. Oxford township. 
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reta ined the pattern of classical mould­
ings used o n  contemporary stone 
houses until a bout m id - 1 9th century. 
when the p icturesque aspect of the 
Gothic Revival began to appear in  the 
use of decorative bargeboards. The 
ear l iest of these bargeboards  were 
often intricate and  usual ly very ind i ­
v idua l  in  des ign .  as for example that 
seen o n  the gable of a house i n  S outh 
Crosby township (F ig .  6 1 ) .  Later in 
the century as mass- production of 
mil lwork became more common. th is 
type of trim became coarser i n  des ign .  
and often a pattern appears repeatedly 
within one commun ity. probably the 
des ign being made at the t ime i n  the 
local m i l l .  

I n  addit ion to a n  in crease i n  the  use 
of decorative trim typical  of the period 
of the Goth ic Reviva l .  some of the 
frame bu i ld i ngs show the inf luence 
of the Regency style. The Regency 
was a style i nf luence in U pper Canada 
concu rrent with that of the C lassical 
Revival but is  seldom seen o n  the 
stone bu i ld ings i n  the corridor. This 
style. developed i n  Eng land .  was es­
sentia l ly " landscape a rchitecture." 
closely correlated with the roma nticism 
preva lent i n  the arts i n  Eng land i n  the 
early part of the 1 9th century. I ts use 
d ictated i rreg u la r  outl i nes with bays 
and projections. l a rge and important 
chimneys. tal l  first-floor windows. 
wide verandahs extend ing a round the 
bu i ld ing .  and flat stucco f in ishes to 
set off the trim and  tre i l lage of the ve­
randah supports. I n  the frame bu i l d ­
ings of  the  R ideau Corridor th i s  style 
was man ifested in the use of vera n ­
d a h s  and la rge first-floor windows. 
the l atter someti mes combined with 
very smal l  second-floor windows o n  
the front elevation .  On a 1 Y:.- storey 

house th i s  resulted in floor- level win­
dows o n  the second floor. a very in­
conven ient arra ngement to say the 
least and a result of des igning from 
the outside in. An example of this a r­
rangement is seen in the Watts house 
i n  Eastons Corners ( F ig .  62 ) . This 
Regency style combi nation of two 
sizes of front windows was natu ra l ly 
more successful on two-storey houses 
such as the house in Kemptvi l le  shown 
i n  F igure 6 3 .  

Verandahs.  the other d istingu ish ing 
Regency feature. were used extensive­
ly on the  frame houses. particu larly 
those of front-gable des ign .  H owever. 
s ince vera ndahs were not an integral 
part of the main structure and usua l ly  
the fi rst part  of it to d is integrate. those 
n ow in existence are often addit ions 
or replacements. and  without exten­
sive research it can be d iffi cult to te l l  
which .  Few were recorded which dis­
p layed the rather geometrica l tre i l l age 
associated with the C lassical Revival 
period of the type seen in  a B rock 
Street house in Merrickvi l le  ( F igs. 64. 
65 ) . The f ine and fancy fretwork de­
signs of the later Gothic style were 
more common. but n ot often as e lab­
orate as that  on the house in  Bu rritts 
Rap ids ( F igs 66. 67) . 

O bviously the re are some very at­
tractive frame houses in the R ideau 
Corridor. I n evitably. whi le they may 
have the same proportions. they can­
not have the a ir  of sol id ity possessed 
by their  stone counterparts nor their 
aging charm. But the front-gabled 
styles and the board and batten f in ish 
blend well with the sma l l - scale setting 
of the v i l l ages and towns. and many 
of the l a rger clapboard houses with 
their  sweeping verandahs and ta l l  
gables a re a n  attractive addit ion to 
the countryside. 
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Brick H ouses 

Although br ick became one of the 
m ost popu la r  f in ishes for domestic 
bu i ld ings in Ontario by the l ate 1 800s. 
its use in the pre- 1 880 period in the 
R ideau C orridor was compa ratively 
rare. B rick-fi n i shed bu i ld ings  ac­
counted fo r on ly 1 4  per cent of the 
tota l recorded. and of that g roup it is  
est imated that we l l  over ha lf  were 
erected after 1 8 50. Br icks became 
more read i ly ava i l ab le  after m i d -cen­
tury and  cont inued to g row in  popu­
la rity for  domestic as we l l  as commer­
c ia l  bu i l d i ngs.  a nd by 1 880 few houses 
in the corridor were be ing erected of 
stone .  Because of the i r  re latively late 
date of construct ion .  brick houses i n  
the R ideau a rea a re seen i n  a wider 
variety of styles than the stone struc­
tures .  The ea rly des igns fo l lowed the 
same style as see n i n  contemporary 
sto ne or fra me houses. and  a re gen­
era l ly  end-gabled with a symmetrica l  
fa�ade. centre door. ch im ney at each 
end and a gable over the front door 
hous ing a semi-c i rcu la r- headed d ec­
orative window. B rick houses bu i l t  
after m id -century i n  the corridor  a re 
more apt to be of the l ater gab le­
fronted style. the L-shaped p lan .  usua l ­
ly wi th  a part ia l  verandah  and  some­
t imes a bay window. or a h ip - roofed 
des ign a n d  I ta l i anate d eta i l i ng .  

Constructi on fo l lowed that  of the 
frame houses. and be ing l ater in date. 
used more sawn l u mber and fewer 
log beams or rafters. Wa l l s  were of 
wood fram ing  with br ick fac ing .  o r  of 
two a n d  sometimes three l ayers of 
br ick.  As with the grout-fi l led frame 
wa l l s  of the wood houses. whether 
these "sol id"  br ick wa l l s  were two or 



68 Burchil l  house in Merrickvil le, Wolford township, 
bu ilt of alternating red and yellow brick in  the solid 
Brit ish Rena issance style and l ightened by an 
Adamesque fanlight door. 

69 House of alternating red and yellow brick in  Wolford 
township (Con. 2 .  Lot 2 3 ) .  While the design is the 
typical end-gable style the taller proportions of the 

bui lding. the high front gable and GO.thic Revival 
wi ndows indicate its later date (1 858) despite the 
Adamesque door. 

70  Summit house on Drummond Street in Perth was 
built by James Boulton, Perth's first lawyer, and 
shows the influences of both Adamesque and 
Regency architectural styles. 

39 

71 McMartin house in  Perth, now the property of the 
72 Ontario H eritage Foundation, is a relatively rare 

example of the Amertcan Federal style in Upper 
Canada. 
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73 House in Wolford township (Con. C,  Lot 1 ) , bui lt  i n  
74 t h e  1 860s o f  red brick with cut·stone trim, has 

identical fanlight transom doors on both front and 
back fac;:ades. 

75  Built by Alexander McCrea i n  1 830 i n  Wolford 
76 township (Con. 3, Lot 21 ) ,  this brick house has 

a rectangular transom door of the Classical Revival 
style. 

76 



77 Samuel Starr Easton house in Wolford township 
(Con. 2 .  Lot 24). bui lt  i n  1 860 of red brick with cut­
stone trim. There is a n  extensive rear wing showing 
the or ig i nal arched entranceway to the carriage 
house. but the verandah which once extended along 
three sides of the building has been removed. 

78 Contrasting yellow brick i s  used for the trim on this 
red brick house in Osgoode township (Con.  1 .  Lot 
1 7) ,  built about 1 880 with segmental-headed 
windows typical of this period. 

79 Red brick house i n  Oxford township (Con. 2 .  Lot 
80 1 0 ) .  built about 1 880 with an i nteresting use of 

yellow brick as tr im. 
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81 A decorative frieze in the brickwork as well as a 
Tudor arched front gable window are unusual details 
of this house in Marlborough township (Con. 6. 
Lot 1 2 ) .  



82 H ouse on Van Buren Street in Kemptvi l ie with 
83 interesting verandah treil lage and the segmental+ 

headed window and door openings typical of the 
post+1 870 period. 

84 Allan house on Isabella Street in Perth is a n  example 
of the late I ta l ianate style bui lt  i n  yellow brick. 

84 
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three layers th ick was d ifficu lt  to d i s ­
cern a n d  the  recorders were d ependent 
on knowledgeable householders fo r 
th i s  type of i nformat ion .  Probably most 
of the brick houses bu i l t  i n  the a rea 
i n  the 1 8 60s and earl ier were of two 
layers of brick. but fu rther structura l 
surveying wou ld  be req u i red to es­
tabl ish th is  deta i l  with any degree of 
accu racy. 

In the early days the br ick used was 
loca l ly made. br ickyards being estab­
l i sh ed at severa l p laces throughout  
the corr idor where su i tab le  c lay cou ld  
be fou n d .  Br ick s izes var ied .  some 
be ing l a rger. others sma l le r  than the 
s ize  used today. The co lour  of the 
br icks d epended o n  the type of c lay 
ava i lab le . 5  The ea rly ones were l i ght 
red .  some with a p i n k. some with an  
orange cast. Yel l ow or b uff-co loured 
br ick was produ ced as wel l .  but i ts  
use was restricted to the deco rative 
trim on door and window openings .  
An interest ing exceptio n  to th i s  is  seen 
i n  the Merrickvi l l e  a rea where a l ter­
nat ing red and  yel low bricks were 
u sed in each cou rse of the b u i l d i ng 
wa l l .  La id in a s imp le  bond.  the effect 
is less b usy than it sounds s i nce the 
co lours a re mel low and the pattern 
cons istent. It was used by John  "Sur­
vey" B u rc h i l l .  who su rveyed the v i l ­
l age  of M erri ckvi l le.  on  the  f ine home 
he bui l t  there i n  1 8 5 1  ( F ig .  6 8 ) . An­
other  interest ing example  i s  the G ot h i c  
Revival  house b u i l t  i n  1 8 58 i n  Wolford 
townsh ip  ( F ig .  6 9 ) .  

Deta i l ing .  as wltn contempora ry 
stone houses. is concentrated on the 
m a i n  e ntrance door of the end-gab led 



structure. Fan l i g ht- t ra nsomed doors 
were recorded, a n otable exa mp le  
be ing that  of  the  Summit  H ouse i n  
Perth (F ig .  70), a remarkably ear ly  
br ick  bu i ld ing e rected i n  1 8 2 3  a n d  
des igned with a n  Adamesque fa n l ight  
t ra n som,  a n  ova l  decorat ive window 
of the same sty le  a n d  lhe ta l l  f i rst-floor 
windows and impo rtant ch i m neys 
(now mi ssi ng) of the Regency period 
Another interest i n g  example ,  a l so in 
Perth, is the M c M art i n house ( F igs  
7 1 , 72), a very l a rge handsome bui ld­
ing  erected i n  1 8 39 by a n  ex-American 
who i m ported American br icks, Ameri ­
can workmen a n d  apparent ly  American 
desig ners a l so,  s i nce i t  i s  an adapta­
t ion of the very popular  Federal  style 
of the U n ited States, a style rarely seen 
in its enti rety in t h i s  part of O ntar io .  
Fan l igh t  doors are found,  too,  o n  the 
sma l l e r  houses such as the  house In  
Wolford townsh ip  shown in  F igures 
73 and 74. Rectangular  transoms, 
h owever, were more common done 
i n  the C l assical R evival  style and  win­
dow openings were u ntr immed and 
rectangu la r, as o n  the  McCrea house 
in Wo lford town s h i p  ( F igs .  7 5 ,  7 6). 
On the  l ater des igns th i s  recta ngular  
open i ng gave way to a segmenta l  
shape which became the o n e  most 
commonly used o n  br ick bu i l d ings 
from the late 1 870s o n .  

The des i re f o r  fancy bui l d i ngs wh ich 
was part of the G oth ic  Revival is  ev­
ident  in  the area in the extens ive use 
of stone or  contrast ing coloured brick 
for door and window trim and often 
for quo ins  as wel l .  Th is  trim is  usua l ly 
wide and  rather  h eavy i n  scale a n d  
t h u s  i s  a dominat ing feature o n  the  
sma l l e r  houses. An exa mple  of sto ne 
t r im is seen on the  Samue l  Starr Easton 
house in Wolford town sh ip  ( F i g .  77), 
and  of contrast i n g  br ick on the  Kel ly 

house in  Osgoode townsh ip  (F ig .  7 8). 
Equa l ly decorative but somewhat f iner 
i n  sca le is the brick tr im on the house 
in  Oxford townsh i p  seen in F igu res 
79 and 80. Very decorative br ick-
work used as a fr ieze is rare in  the a rea, 
the on ly example recorded being a 
house in Marlborough (F ig .  8 1 ). 
Goth ic deta i l i ng was used extensively 
o n  verandah trel l lage and occas iona l ly  
for bargeboard tr im.  As with the frame 
examples, this type of deta iling  be­
came coarser later i n  the century when 
i t  was more apt to have been mass­
produced In the local m i l l .  Ear l ie r  ex­
amples, such as i s  seen on Van Buren 
Street in  Kemptv i l l e  ( F igs 82 , 8 3), 
show the f iner sca l i ng  of ind ividual 
design and craftsmansh ip .  

S ince the I ta l ia nate style was be­
com ing popular i n  Canada at  about 
the same t ime br icks were becom ing 
more read i ly avai lab le ,  i t s  styl ist ic fea­
tu res a re often seen on brick bu i l d ings .  
The I ta l i anate was a style derived 
from I ta l ian v i l la  des ign and its exten­
s ive  use  of  semi -c i rcu la r-headed win­
dow and door open ings caused i t  to 
be known a lso as the Round- H eaded 
style .  In addit ion to this type of open ­
ing ,  it is a lso ident if ied by wide b rack­
eted eaves and p roject ing front is­
p ieces and towers centra l ly or  asym­
metrica l ly located. Not a great many 
examples of th is  sty le were seen i n  
the R ideau Corridor as i t  was custom­
ar i ly a "town style" and used for  
rather e laborate h ouses. An example 
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ca rried out in br ick and erected in the 
1 870s is found o n  Isabel l a  Street i n  
Perth (F ig 84) 

Genera lly spea k ing,  most of the 
br ick houses in  the corridor, be ing 
bu i l t  wel l  after mid -century, tend to 
have the more attenuated proportions 
of the later arch i tectural styles : the 
bu i l d i ngs a re h i g her, roof pitches 
steeper and windows ta l l er and nar­
rower than the pre - 1 850 houses.  U n ­
fortu nately, n o t  too many ga i ned 
t h rough  their  deta i l ing the charm they 
lost in these new proportions, and 
con seq uent ly as a group  they a re not 
as attractive as the stone ho uses 
that preceded them.  



Defensive B u i l d i ngs of the Canal 

S i nce the R ideau Cana l  was essen­
t ia l ly a mi l itary operation bu i l t  for de­
fence, any permanent accommodation 
designed to service it had a lso to be of 
a defensive n ature. This i nc luded 
houses bu i l t for the lockmasters who 
were stat ioned a long the cana l  to keep 
i t  operat iona l  in t imes of peace as wel l 
as war. As a result  of th is  dua l  demand 
of service and defence, a type of 
"sem i -m i l i tary" cana l  a rchitecture was 
developed, a style particu lar ly evident 
i n  the des ign of the blockhouses. 

The blockhouses, accord ing to 
Colonel  By's or ig ina l  proposa l ,  were 
to be erected at 22 stat ions a long the 
cana l  to be used by the lockmasters 
and the men do ing general ma inte­
na nce d uty. Co l onel  By a l so i ntended 
that they "serve as secu re depots in 
t ime of war for provis ions,  ammun i ­
t ion  and sma l l  a rms, fo r  the  m i l it ia ,  as  
l arge v i l lages a re form ing at every 
station where there a re locks bu i ld ­
ings ."6  H owever, it was decided that 
th is scheme was undu ly  e laborate and 
that  the s i t ing of such b lockhouses 
wou ld not necessar i ly be convenient 
locations for lockmasters' houses. 
Consequently, only fou r b lockhouses 
were comp leted, at M err ickvi l le ,  The 
Na rrows, Newboro and  K ingston 
M i l ls .  

For the lockmasters' houses a 
money-sav ing  compromise was 
reached whereby it was agreed that 
fol lowing the complet ion of the cana l  
the lockmasters wou l d  take over the 
bu i ld ings e rected by the contractors 

fo r their  own use dur ing the construc­
t ion period, the cost being d ivided 
equa l ly between the contractors and 
the government. This scheme provid­
ed houses only where or ig ina l ly bu i l t 
by the contractor for h is own use and 
their  location of  course had no re la ­
t ion  to  the  defence or mai ntena nce of 
the canal .  nor were they constructed 
as defens ib le bu i ld i ngs. None of the 
bu i ld ings  so obta ined appear to have 
su rvived ; it is h igh ly p robable that 
they were few in  number and of fra me 
construct ion .  

Fol lowing the Rebe l l ion  of 1 837 and 
aga in dur ing the 1 844-46 Oregon 
boundary d ispute, considerable app re­
hension was felt over the  lack of  exist­
ing protect ion for the cana l .  As a re­
su lt. addit iona l  lockmasters' hou ses 
and squared timber guardhouses were 
e rected, both of a defens ib le type. 

On ly th ree guard houses were ap­
parently bui lt  - at Jones Fa l ls ,  at the 
Wh itefish Dam and at Ottawa - none 
of which survive. Lockmasters' houses 
were bui lt at a number of stat ions and 
some 1 1  rema in .  M ost have been ex­
tensively a l tered but la rgely by add i ­
t ions ,  so the orig ina l  defens ib le con ­
struct ion can sti l l  be d iscerned. The 
location of some of them, command­
ing a view of the cana l  i n  both d i rec­
t ions,  i n d icates as wel l the i r  p lanned 
im porta nce in the defence system of 
the cana l .  

The style and construction of the 
blockhouses were q u ite c learly esta b­
l ished by Colonel By and the  Royal 
Eng ineers. In h is letter of 1 5  M a rch 
1 8 30 to General Mann ,  Colonel  By 
described the b lockhouses he i ntended 
to bu i ld .  
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The lower part of these blockhouses 
I propose building with stone, there 
being a sufficient quantity remaining 
at each station from the rock exca va ­
tion to enable that part to be built of 
masonry, with walls four feet thick, at 
the same price as timber. These walls 
would support strong flooring beams, 
with a layer of masonry, to render the 
lower storeys fire-proof and nearly 
bomb-proof, as shown by the Section. 
The roofs and timberwork I propose 
covering with tin, which will render 
these buildings very durable and dif­
ficult to destroy by fire, as tin remains 
free from rust in this climate upwards 
of sixty years. 7 

The blockhouses were constructed 
as Colonel  By had specif ied, the l ower 
sect ion hav ing fou r-foot-th ick wa l l s  of 
stone and upper wa l l s  bu i l t  of squared 
t imber, or ig ina l ly  tin covered . L i ke the 
b lockhouse at N ewboro ( F ig .  8 5 ) ,  they 
were all approxi mately 24 feet by 24 
feet at the base with a n  1 8 - i nch over­
hang  except for M err ickvi l l e  which 
was more than twice as l a rge, being 50 
feet square with a n  1 8 - i nch overhang 
( F ig 8 6 ) .  

Or ig i n a l ly t h e  o n l y  open ings on the 
ground fl00r were venti lat ion sl its of 
a n  i ngen ious des ign ,  having a n  i nter ior 
core or baffle of stone. Access to the 
bu i ld i ng  was by means of an exter ior 
sta i rway to the upper f loor leve l .  Con­
seq uently, wh i le  they seem admi rably 
designed fo r their pr imary p u rpose ­
defence of the cana l  - they were p rob­
ab ly  not very conven i ent b u i ld ings  to 
l ive i n .  N evertheless, even the smal lest 
of them was i ntended to house 20 
men and they d id serve a s  lockmasters' 
houses as wel l .  

A l l  fou r  of these b lockhouses sur­
vive and al l  have been restored to some 
extent. The only one n ow i n  use 



85 Blockhouse in Newboro. North Crosby township. 
built about 1 834. 

86 Blockhouse in Merrickville bui lt  in 1 832. now re­
stored and in use as a local museum. 
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( 1 9 7 2 )  is  the M errickv i l le  structure 
which houses a l ocal museum. 

The design of the lockmasters' 
hou ses was apparently based on the 
stand ards set down in 1 845 by the 
R oyal Eng i neers in a circular concern­
ing defens ib le bu i l d ings where in  it was 
stated that 

The requisites for a defensible build­
ing are : 

7 That the approach be under fire from 
it. 

2 That every part of it be flanked. 
3 That the gates, doors and all win ­

dows within a moderate height from 
the ground be strong enough not to 
be forced open without very power­
ful means. 

4 That there be no openings bV which 
the defenders will be exposed to 
shot, except the small loop -holes 
constructed for their own fire. 

5 That  these loop -holes be not less 
than 7 feet from the external ground. B 

The d i rective further states that the 
flank ing  req u i rements could be satis­
fied i n  the case of sma l l  bu i ld ings by 
the provis ion of a projecting porch, to 
be enclosed o n  one-storey bu i ld ings 
but with no entry through it. The bu i ld ­
ings wh ich  survive show a compro­
mise with these requ i rements. Loop­
holes were provided but were not a l ­
ways seven feet from t h e  ground a n d  
porches served as entranceways a s  
wel l .  

The lockmasters' houses were of 
u n iform design,  roughly square in p lan 
and  one storey h igh  with a h ip  roof. 
L ike the b lockhouses they were bu i lt of 
stone and  covered with tin and some, 
though n ot a l l ,  were provided with 



musket loops. Presumably the th ick­
ness of the wa l l s  was considered to 
be an adequate provis ion  for defence 
in those bu i ld ings  where loop-holes 
were not provided. One of the few 
l ockmasters' h ouses to survive in its 
orig ina l  form can be seen at Davis Lock 
( F ig . 87) .  

A number of the  other surviv ing 
lockmasters' h ouses h ave had seco nd 
storeys added and a l l  have had the 
loop-holes b locked i n  with stone or 
wood. Nevertheless. l i ke the house at 
Chaffeys Locks ( F ig .  88) .  despite ad­
d it ions and blocking of m usket loops. 
they sti l l  show their  or ig ina l  form. i n ­
c lud ing t h e  projecting  porch .  The 
houses al l serve as res idences for lock 
staff. offices or summer cottages. 

In addition to the blockhouses and 
lockmasters' houses. service bu i ld ings  
were erected at var ious  stat ions a long 
the cana l .  The on ly surviv ing  one re­
corded is the old forge at J ones Fa l ls .  
Th is  structure was bui lt  of stone and 
the br ick forge is  st i l l  i n tact ( F igs.  89 .  
90) . 

The sem i -m i l itary cana l  a rchitecture 
represented by the b lockhouses. lock­
masters' houses and service bu i ld ings 
i s  u nusual  and  very d isti nctive i n  style. 
The orig ina l  design of the lockmasters' 
houses produced s imple but attractive 
smal l  houses. and the b lockhouses 
were interest ing examples of the " Form 
Fol l ows Funct ion" thesis of the School 
of the Bauhaus that was so popular  
1 00 years later. Funct iona l ly  i f  not  
always aesthet ical ly attractive. these 
bu i ld ings represent an integral and 
interesting part of the a rch i tecture of 
the R ideau Cana l .  
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87 The lockmaster's house at Davrs Lock reta ins  its 
or ig ina l  one-storey form ; the musket loops, now 
filled in. can be clearly seen. 

88 Lockmaster's house at Chaffeys Locks bu i lt in the 
1 8405 has acq u i red a second storey but retained 
the original  projecting porch. 



89 Forge at Jones Falls. built  about 1 843. The brick 
90 forge is st i l l i ntact. 
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Chu rches of the Rideau 

At the t ime of the settl i ng  of the 
R ideau Corridor there were five major 
rel ig ious denominat ions in  U pper 
Canada .  The C h u rch of Eng land and 
the Roman Cathol ic  ch u rches were, 
of course, well esta bl ished when the 
Prov ince of U pper Canada was 
fou nded, It was assumed at that t ime 
that the former re l ig ion wo u ld  become 
the establ ished c h u rch of U pper 
Canada, reflect ing  the close associa­
t ion of church and state that existed 
in  Eng land .  This assu mption was 
evident in  the grant ing of the 
clergy reserves, which set aside one­
seventh of the l and as an endowment 
to the "Protestant" church.  The 
assu mption proved erroneous with 
the coming of the U n ited Empi re 
Loya l ists, for whi le they brought with 
them a loyalty to the crown, th is  
loyalty d id n ot necessar i ly encompass, 
as was expected, a loya lty to the 
C h u rch of Eng land .  M any of them 
were Method ists and ,  because of the 
strength of the i r  re l ig ious  bel iefs, the i r  
tenacity and zea l ,  they were ab le to 
esta bl ish the f i rst Methodist c ircuit i n  
U pper Canada by 1 790. 

A second fo rm of M ethod ism arrived 
in C anada with the com ing of the 
Wesleyan M ethod ist ad herents as 
part of the post- 1 81 2 emigration 
from G reat Br ita i n .  D issenters from 
both th is  form of Methodism and the 
Episcopa l i an  Methodism of the 
Loya l i sts formed sti l l  a nother M eth­
odist group,  the Canad ian  Wesleyan 
M ethod ists, and n ot unti l  1 884 were 
a l l  three u n ited as the Methodist 
Ep i scopa l i a n  C h u rch of Canada.  

The Presbyter ians, who became 
esta b l ished in the R ideau area in  the 
ear ly days of settlement (a Pres­
byter ian church was establ ished i n  
M errickv i l l e  in 1 82 1 ) ,  a lso suffered 
from d issension among themselves. 
Reflect ing various  d ivis ions within the 
C h u rch of Scotl and and its American 
cou nterpart. these groups f ina l ly  
came together in  1 875 to form the 
Presbyter ian Church in  Canada .  

The Ba ptists were considerably 
fewer in n u mber than the other 
re l ig ious  g roups, but at least one 
congregation was establ ished i n  the 
R ideau a rea in the 1 790s. They too 
suffered intern a l  d isagreements wh ich 
were not f ina l ly resolved unt i 1 1 8 5 1 . 

These several g roups and their 
doctri na l  d ifferences led to the erec­
tion of an u n usua l ly  la rge n u mber of 
churches in some areas, consider ing 
the size of the populat ion.  Chu rches 
for a l l  denom inations were bu i l t i n  the 
R ideau Corridor with, as might be 
expected, the Angl ican and Method ist 
predomi nat ing.  These pre- 1 880 
churches were l a rgely s imple one­
storey structures, a l though there were 
a lso some very handsome (though 
not necessar i ly la rge) structures with 
ta l l  sp i res a nd intricate i nter ior 
deta i l i ng. 

M ost of the chu rches recorded were 
bu i l t  of stone and equa l ly  d ivided 
between rura l  and u rban sites. A few 
of the rura l  and v i l lage churches, 
part icu larly the earl ier ones, were of 
fra me construction, brick being used 
pr imar i ly i n  the vi l lages and towns. 
Stone construction seems to have 
been dominant unt i l  brick came into 
popu lar  use in the 1 870s. 

Styl ist ica l ly the churches belong 
to the G othic Revival and with on ly  
one or  two except ions a l l  d i sp lay  the 
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poi nted wind ow, the pr imary d isti n ­
g u i sh ing  feature o f  th i s  style .  S o  
esta b l i shed d i d  t h i s  featu re become in  
the R ideau a rea (and  e lsewhere i n  
Canada)  that as Alan G owans has 
sa id ,  " People . . .  st i l l  have no troub le  
recogn iz ing  a Goth ic  wi ndow as a 
s ign  of church arch itectu re, no less 
d ist inctive than a cross ."9  

The G oth ic  Rev iva l  per iod started i n  
Eng land  in  t h e  m id - 1 8th centu ry and  
was,  i n  pa rt. a react ion to  the  some­
t imes severe sty le  of the Class ica l  
Reviva l  which preceded it . as wel l  as 
a n  express ion of the desi re for more 
decorative bu i ld i ngs .  It was d u e  a l so 
to a return to fas h io n  of the a rts of the 
M iddle Ages, receiv ing  g reat i mpetus 
from the writ ings of art lovers, a rch i ­
tects and  authors. B y  t h e  turn o f  the 
centu ry, med iaeval ism was very 
popu lar One of the most inf luent ia l  of 
these med iaeval enth us iasts was 
A.  W N .  Pugin ( 1 8 1 2 - 5 2 ) ,  a n  a rch i ­
tect and  writer w h o  " n o t  on ly  adm i red 
the aesthetic and rel ig ious values of 
the M idd le  Ages but saw in the i r  
stru ctu ral pr inc ip les and log ica l  
ornament the true essence of a rch i ­
tect u re ." 1 0 Th is  equat ing o f  C h ris­
t ian ity and  a rch itecture wa s received 
with g reat enth u siasm in Eng land  
U nder the aeg i s  of  the Eccles io log ica l  
Society, founded in Eng land i n  1 8 3 9  
and  devoted t o  t h e  perfection of 
Goth ic  sym bol ism in Angl ican c h u rch 
b u i ld i ng ,  the Goth ic style of a rch i ­
tecture became the accepted style for 
c h u rches and when, i n  1 8 3 2  its 
advocates defeated the C lassical  
Reviva l i sts i n  the "battle of sty les" 
that raged over the rebu i ld i ng  of the 
Par l iament B u i ld ings  i n  Br i ta i n ,  Goth ic  



91 St. Augustine's Anglican Church in Prospect. Beck-
92  with township (Con. 3, Lot 2 6 ) ,  built in  1 854, is 

typical in size and style of the early rural churches in 
the R i deau Corridor. 

93  Wesleyan Methodist Church in  Salem (Con. 1 2 , 
94 Lot 2 1 ) , Bedford township, erected in 1 865,  notable 

for the size and design of its wi ndows. 

95  St. John's Anglican Church in Storrington township 
96 (Con.  7, Lot 6), built in  1 863 with stone mul l ioned 

windows and decorative barge board trim, 

95 

49 



97 U nited Church in Battersea. Storrington township. 
The body of the church was built in 1 858 and the 
tower added i n  1 921 . 

98 Presbyterian Church. North Gower township (Con. 
1 .  Lot 25). a trim design built i n  1 876. 
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99 St. JaOles Anglican Church in Manotick. North 
Gower township. with "Carpenter's Gothic" win­
dows and a castellated tower. was erected i n  1 876. 

1 00 Limestone church i n  Sunbury. Storrington township. 
built i n  1 852.  has a buttressed Norman tower. 



1 01 Christ Church. Burrins Rapids.  Oxford township.  
erected i n  1 831 with wooden Quo ins on the crenel­
lated tower and a decorative c i rcular window i n  the 
gable. is one of the earliest chu rches i n  the R i deau 
Corr idor.  

1 02 Wolford Chapel Un ited Church in Wolford town:ship 
(Con. A. Lot 26). constructed i n  1 82 2  and 
renovated i n  1 860 and 1 967. 

1 03 S1. Edward's Roman Catholic Church i n  Westport. 
North Crosby township. a buttressed Gothic Revival 
design. was bu i lt  i n  1 860 and has an elaborate 
vaulted interior (see Fig. 1 1 7) .  

1 04 S1. Phil ips Catholic Church i n  R ichmond. Goulbourn 
township. dates from 1 858 and is  a replacement of 
the orig i nal  small wooden church bu ilt in 1 825.  
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1 05 Seeleys Bay Un ited Church. rear of Leeds and 
Lansdowne. a handsome frame church bui lt in 
1 877 and detailed i n  the late Gothic Revival style. 

1 06 Knox Presbyterian Church. Merrickville. Wolford 
township.  erected in 1 861 



Revival became the nat iona l  style as 
we l l .  I ts u se in  U pper Canada thus 
conta i ned an a i r  of patriot ism i n  add i ­
t ion  to  its rel ig ious con notations. 

While. as Pevsner says. "no other 
country took so wholeheartedly to 
the G othic Revival i n  al l  its tendencies 
and shades as Eng land." "  the style 
d id  become popu la r  in America as 
wel l .  though to a somewhat l esser 
extent.  Accepted more fo r its p ic­
turesqueness than for moral or  pa­
tr iot ic symbol ism it was popu la rized. 
part icular ly for domestic bu i ld ings.  by 
the writ ings of A. J. Down ing whose 
book. The Architecture of Country 
Houses. publ ished fi rst i n  1 8 50. was 
in  its n i nth pr int ing in 1 8 66 .  Wh i le  
the  G othic Revival style d id  not  be­
come popu lar  for  domestic arch i ­
tecture unt i l  m id - 1 9th century i n  
either t h e  U n ited States or Canada.  its 
use for church a rch i tecture was f irmly 
esta bl ished in  both G reat Br ita i n  and 
the U n ited States in  the ea rly 1 800s. 
Th is  dua l  i nf luence was inevitably 
reflected in Canada and consequently 
a lmost al l  the churches. regard less of 
denom ination - those of the R ideau 
Corridor inc luded - were constructed 
with some semblance of the G oth ic  
Revival style .  

In p lan  or form the churches in  the 
Rideau Corridor. regardless of de­
nomination or material  of construc­
t ion.  fa l l  roug h ly in two groups : those 
with towers and those without. Most 
of the sma l l  rural  churches a re without 
towers and i n  many instances are 
d istingu ishable from schoo l houses 
only by their poi nted G othic windows. 

They a re smal l .  pleasantly propor­
tioned bu i ld ings in stone or frame. 
rectangu la r  in shape with a med ium 
to  l ow pitched roof. a ch imney at one  
gab le  end .  usua l ly a sma l l  and s imple 
entrance porch at the other. and a n  
i nvariab le symmetrical d i str ibution of 
three window open ings on each long 
s ide .  The on ly decorative feature of  
these bu i ld ings l ies in  the po inted 
G oth ic  d esign of the door and window 
open ings and the design of the sash 
themselves. The latter vary in size and  
design .  sometimes having a s ing le 
sma l l - pa ned sash.  as in  St. August ine's 
Church at Prospect ( F igs. 9 1 . 9 2 ) .  or  
a double sash sepa rate.d by a wood 
m u l l ion .  as in the Wesleyan Methodist 
Church i n  Salem ( F igs 93 . 94) . A 
more decorative wi ndow. seen on St. 
J ohn's  Ang l ican Church in  Storrington 
townsh ip  ( F igs. 95. 96) has the pa i red 
sash separated by a stone mu l l ion  
and i s  one of  the few recorded i n  the 
area having addit ional decorative 
features such as the c i rcu lar  design i n  
the gable a n d  patterned bargeboard 
trim .  

The  more elaborate chu rches - those 
with towers - sti l l  reta in  the recta n ­
gu la r. gable-roofed basic form o f  the 
smal ler bu i l d ings and the omn i ­
present G othic windows but have a 
tower i ntegrated into the design.  These 
towers are genera l ly square i n  p lan  
and  located on the  centre front of  the  
church. Some of  the  sma l l  churches. 
such as the U n ited Church at Batter­
sea bu i lt in 1 8 58 have had the tower 
added at a later date so it projects 
ful ly from the front elevatio n  of the 
orig ina l  structure ( F ig .  9 7 ) .  

A few o f  these centra l towers. such 
as the one o n  the Standard Presby-
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terian Church in North G ower town­
sh ip  ( F i g .  98) .  term i nate without  a 
sp i re in the m a n ner of N o rman or me­
d iaeval Angl ican churches.  O n  some 
of these towers castel l ated para pets 
a re seen. as on St. J a mes C h u rch i n  
M an ot ick ( F ig .  9 9 )  a n d  t h e  church i n  
Sunbury ( F i g .  1 00) ; o r  there m a y  b e  
a combinat ion o f  pa rapet and  sp i res 
as at  B u rri tts Rap ids ( F ig .  1 01 ) . 

The sp i res. some of which were l ater 
add it ions.  vary considerably in s ize 
a nd des ign from the rather squat style 
r i s ing without tra ns it ion from the 
square tower as is  seen on the Wolford 
Chape l  U n ited C h u rch ( F ig .  1 02 ) .  to 
the rather fussy sp i re of St.  Edward's 
Churc h  i n  Westport (F ig .  1 0 3 )  which 
soars to some 1 50 feet. q u ite los ing 
s ight of the main roof below. This  
sp i re. whose actua l  he ight i s  visu a l ly 
i ncreased by the repetit ion of s im i l a r  
deta i l s  i n  decreas ing size. i s  a l ate re­
p lacement of the orig i na l  whose s i mple 
style and lower he ight  were in rather 
better proport ion with the ba lance of 
the desig n . ' 2  We l l  p roport ioned and in 
the Gothic tradit ion is the sp i re of the 
Roman Cathol ic  Church erected in 
1 8 58 i n  R ichmond ( F i g  1 04 ) .  Another. 
the s lender sp i re of the U n ited Church 
in Seeleys Bay ( F ig .  1 05 ) .  rises with 
p leasant tra ns it ion from the usual  
square tower which.  in th is  bu i l d i ng .  
term i nates i n  low-p itched decorated 
gables rather than the flat top found  on 
so m a ny of the R ideau a rea churches. 
F i n i a l s  and im i tation q uo i n s  are add i ­
t iona l  G oth ic  deta i l s  of  the  Seeleys 
Bay church.  which was b u i lt i n  1 87 7  
a n d  whose general d e s i g n  suggests 
the s lender  proportio n s  a n d  f inely 
scaled d eta i l s  of the Perpend icu lar  or 
late Gothic style .  

S pi res that r ise without transit ion 
from the towers often g ive the church 



1 07 United Church in North Gower, North Gower 
township, bu i lt i n  1 870. 

1 08 F i rst Baptist Church, Smith's Falls. built i n  1 872, in 
the style of the Romanesque Revival. 

1 09 St. John's  Catholic Church i n  Perth erected i n  1 848 
was an u n u sual ly elaborate church for its time. 

1 1 0  St. John the Evangelist Anglican Church, Oxford 
M i lls, Oxford township. a mediaeval English design 
bu i ll i n  1 869 (see Fig.  1 1 5 for an interior view). 

1 1 0  
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1 1 1  St. Augustine's Anglican Church at Acton Corners. 
1 1 2  Oxford township (Con. 3.  Lot 1 5) .  built in  1 879 and 

carefully detailed in an early Gothic Revival style. 
1 1 3  Methodist Church in  Forfar. Bastard townsh i p  

(Con. 3 ,  Lot 2 7 ) .  a red brick bui ld ing constructed in  
1 879. its tower terminating i n  the  Mansard roof of 
the Second Empire style popular in Canada in the 
1 870,. 

1 1 5  

1 1 4  Methodist Church i n  Eastons Corners. Wolford 
township. Bui lt  of yellow brick. i t  combines Gothic 
Revival wi ndows and a Second Empire Mansard 
roof on the tower. 

1 1 5  The scissors truss ceil ing of St. John the Evangelist 
Church in  Oxford M ills. Oxford township (see also 
F i g . 1 1 0) .  
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1 1 6  Hammer beam cei l ing in the Holy Trin ity Church in  
North Gower, North  Gower township. a centre­
towered stone church erected in 1 879.  

1 1 7  Tall vaulted ceil ing of St.  Edward's Cathol ic Church 
in  Westport (see also F ig .  1 03 ) .  

1 1 7  



a cur ious med iaeva l look.  Such a de­
s ign can be seen o n  the Knox Presby­
ter ian C h u rch in M errickv i l l e  ( F i g .  
1 06 ) .  Here the tower i s  i n  sharp con­
trast with the ta l l .  s lender l ate G othic 
windows. On the Holy Tri n ity Church 
i n  North G ower ( F ig .  1 07 )  the spire 
s i ts ,  apparently unanchored, on a Nor­
man tower whose pa inted clocks re­
ma in  u n moved by t ime.  

A departure from the s ingle,  centre­
tower des ign  is  seen in the off-centre 
towers of the Baptist C h u rch in Sm ith's 
Fa l l s  ( F i g .  1 08 )  and St. J a mes Angl i ­
can C h u rch i n  Perth ,  both  dati ng  from 
the 1 870s. The latter is  a g a i n  in the 
G othic trad it ion whi le  the B a ptist 
C h urch i s  in the style of the Roman­
esq ue Reviva l .  (The Romanesque Re­
v iva l  was part of the I ta l i an ate or 
Round- Headed style which became 
popu lar  for al l  types of arch itecture in 
C a nada i n  the l atter h a lf of the 1 9th 
century, but this chu rch  is  the on ly  
example  of it recorded i n  the su rvey . )  

Another departure f rom the central 
s i n g le tower is  fou n d  in Perth in  St. 
John 's  C h u rch ( F ig .  1 09 ) ,  b u i lt i n  
1 848 a n d  o n e  of the most e laborate of 
all the ch urches in  the R ideau Corr i­
dor. The centra l tower of this but­
tressed and p i n n acled l i mestone  struc­
ture i s  fl a n ked o n  either s ide  by smal ler  
towers of s im i l a r  des ign .  Whi le u n us u ­
a l ly e laborate i n  fo rm, the deta i l i ng  i s  
severe, g iv ing t h e  w h o l e  a somewhat 
stylized effect. 

Bu i l t  in a d ifferent id iom a re St. J o h n  
t h e  Evangel ist  Church i n  Oxford M i l l s  
( F ig .  1 1 0) and  St. August ine's i n  Ox­
ford townsh ip ( F igs.  1 1 1 ,  1 1 2 ) .  B oth 
are aga in  G oth ic i n  deta i l  with ta l l  
po i nted windows and  even a s imple 
rose window o n  St. Augusti ne's ; but 

the h igh ,  steeply pitched roofs on these 
bu i ld i ngs belong to the Anglo-Saxon 
per iod of Eng l ish med iaeval architec­
ture rather than the period represented 
by their Gothic deta i l s .  The church at 
Oxford M i l ls, for example,  with its 
gable end terminat ing in a bell tower 
i s  very remin i scent of the B oars H ants 
Church i n  Eng land (ca.  1 000) .  I t  is  
cur ious that this ea rly med iaeval  style 
should appear in the R ideau at so late 
a date, a l l  three exa mples having been 
bui l t  between 1 8 69 and 1 879 after 
the G oth ic Reviva l style was well es­
tabl ished . 

A style feature which was more i n  
keeping with the contemporary d e ­
velopments o f  the post- 1 860 period is  
seen on two very s imi lar  chu rches, 
both bu i l t i n  the late 1 870s. These a re 
both Methodist bu i ld ings,  one at For­
fa r ( F ig .  1 1 3 ) and one at Eastons Cor­
ners ( F ig .  1 1 4) .  Whi le the centre front 
towers on both a re trad it iona l .  their  
termination i n  a form of M a nsard roof 
marks them as belong ing  to the Sec­
ond Empire style. ( F i rst popu larized in 
Canada in the 1 870s and used exten ­
sively thereafter on a l l  types o f  b u i l d ­
i ngs, t h i s  style is d ist ingu ished b y  the 
use of the M a nsard roof. ) 

As might be expected the i nteriors of 
the sma l l  rural churches were usua l ly  
qu i te s imple and unadorned ; however, 
e laborate cei l ing designs were found 
i n  some, notably St. J ohn's  i n  Oxford 
M i l l s  ( F ig .  1 1 5) and H oly Trin i ty 
Church in North G ower ( F ig .  1 1 6 ) ,  
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where examples can be seen of ex­
posed wood cei l i ng structures rem in i s ­
cent of  the  e laborate wood ce i l i ngs of 
the med iaeval par ish chu rches of Eng­
land .  M ost outsta nding of  the Goth ic 
i nter ior des igns in  St .  Edward's Church 
i n  Westport ( F ig .  1 1 7 ) ,  whose slender, 
beautiful va u l t ing is the more remark­
able inasmuch as it was erected in  
1 8 5 2 .  

Regard less o f  design ins ide or out. 
of fabric or location, a l l  of these early 
churches of the R ideau Corridor bear 
witness to the devotion and determ i n ­
ation o f  t h e  p ioneers. Faced, as most 
were, with an a l most da i ly  struggle for 
survival they nonetheless overlooked 
doctri na l  d ifferences and found the 
t ime and devoted the energy to erect­
ing tang ib le and  lasting symbols of 
their faith . 



School Bui l d i ngs of the Rideau 

The Common School Act passed in 
1 8 1 6  gave the authority and l im i ted 
f inanc ia l  assistance to any commun ity 
to organ ize a school.  provided 20 pu­
p i l s  were ava i l ab le  to  attend it .  The 
f inanc ia l  assistance - a maximum of 
£25 per school - was i ntended to pay 
part of the teacher's sa lary and assist 
in furnish ing  school texts. Members of 
the commun ity were expected to pro­
vide and ma inta i n  the school bu i ld ing 
and.  i n  addit ion.  pa rents of  the stu ­
dents were ob l iged to pay attenda nce 
fees and to board the teacher for a part 
of each term . I t  i s  not surpris ing .  then. 
that the school bu i ld ings were s imple 
in  the extreme. 

The earl iest schools were of log 
construct ion.  heated by fireplaces and 
m in ima l ly furn i shed.  Some.  we a re 
told. 1 3 had o n ly backless benches for 
the younger pup i ls.  whi le the older 
students used d esks consist ing of 
boa rds extend ing  a long three s ides of 
the room supported by p ieces of wood 
set i nto the c h i n ks of the log wa l l s .  
A contemporary sketch on education 
i n  U pper Canada i n  the early part of 
the 1 9th century n oted that 
One might suppose from the shattered 
condition and ill accommodation of 
many of the schoolhouses that they 
were erected as pounds to confine un ­
ruly boys and punish them by way of 
freezing them or smoking them. so 
that the master can do little more than 
regulate the ceremonies of the hearth . 1 4  

Fortunately. however. such a b leak 
description i s  hardly appl icable to the 
surviving examples of the ea rly school-

1 1 8  School bells. Bell tower of Maple Wood School i n  
Oxford M i l ls, Oxford towns h i p  (see F ig. 1 29 ) .  

1 1 9  School bells. Bell tower o f  J asper School, Wolford 
township (see F i g .  1 30) .  

houses of the R ideau Corridor. The 
majority of those recorded were erect­
ed j ust before or after the pass ing  of 
the School Act of 1 846. which was de­
s igned to organ ize the loca l  admin is­
trat ion of the schools and to provide 
increased assistance i n  estab l i sh ing 
them. Consequently. though m i n i ma l  
i n  size. they were more a p t  t o  have 
been bu i lt of frame or stone. heated by 
stoves and adequately furn i shed . 

The basic style seemed to be a s Im­
p le .  one- storey. one-room structure 
with its design varying only in the 
n umber of windows. the type of con ­
struction and the style of the bel l  tower 
sometimes surmounting the r idge of 
the roof ( F igs. 1 1 8 - 1 20) .  All had a 
smal l  entrance porch on one gable 
end and a l l  had a ch imney. usua l ly of 
br ick. at  the other. Two. three and  oc­
cas iona l ly four double-hung wi ndows 
were symmetri ca l ly located on each of 
the long wa l ls. The Heckston schoo l ­
house (F ig .  1 2 1 ) . bu i l t  about 1 8 50. is  
a n  exa mple of th is basic design a l ­
though its orig ina l  f in ish is n o w  con ­
cealed by a composit ion c ladd ing .  
Or ig ina l  g lass panes were smal l  and  
the  most common wi ndow consisted 
of two sash. each three panes wide by 
two panes h igh .  An interest ing excep­
t ion to this. however. can be seen i n  
t h e  South G ower townsh ip  school­
house ( F igs.  1 2 2 .  1 2 3 )  where the f ine­
ly mu l l i oned window consists of 20 
smal l  panes d ivided ( 1 2 and 8 )  be­
tween two sash. 

One-room schoolhouses of the same 
bas ic design were erected i n  al l  f in­
ishes- log.  frame. stone and br ick.  
O n ly two log schoolhouses recogn iza­
ble as such were recorded. both i n  
M ontague township ( F ig .  1 24 ) .  I t  i s  
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1 20 School bells. Bell  tower of Eastons Corners School 
in  Wolford townsh ip. erected in  1 875 .  

1 21 Schoolhouse i n  Heckston, South Gower township, 
a one-room school of typical design. stil l retai n ing 
the or iginal  small-pane window sash. 

1 22 Schoolhouse i n  South Gower township (Con. 4, 
1 23 Lot 6) with pleasantly large multi-paned wi ndows. 

" 
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1 24 Log schoolhouse in Montague townsh ip  (Con.  1 .  
Lot 1 ) .  

1 2 5 River Road school. Bathurst township (Con. 1 .  
Lot 23) .  a n  attractively situated country school with 
Classical Revival deta i l ing. (Canadian School 
Studios.) 

1 26 Board and batten schoolhouse i n  Bathurst township 
(Con. 3. Lot 1 1 ) .  
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1 27 This early stone schoolhouse is located in Freeland. 
Bastard township (Con.  1. Lot 2 4 ) .  

1 28 Wolford Chapel School i n  Wolford townsh ip  ( C o n  
A .  L o t  2 6 )  served i t s  or ig inal  purpose f o r  1 02 years 
and is now a private residence. 



1 29 Maple Wood School in Oxford M i lls. Oxford town­
ship. The decorative bell tower. bargeboard a n d  
beautiful sett ing in a grove of trees enhance the 
charm of this two-room schoolhouse constructed of 
stone obtained from a nearby farm. ( Canadian 
School Studios. ) 

1 29 
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poss ib le  others sti l l  exist. their  log 
wa l l s  now concealed by composit ion 
s id ing or c lapboard. The frame schools 
a re, with few exceptions,  f in ished in 
c lapboard. The R iver Road School in 
Bathurst township,  bu i lt i n  the 1 870s 
( F ig .  1 2 5 ) ,  is  an i nteresting example of 
a c lapboarded schoolhouse d isplayi ng  
the  na rrow width c lapboard typical  of 
the earl ier bu i ld ings.  The C lassical Re­
v iva l  decorat ion o n  the window heads 
of th is  bu i ld ing is  a l so worth noting .  
On occas ion  board and  batten was 
used instead of c lapboard, as for ex­
ample on a school in  Bath u rst town ­
sh ip ( F ig .  1 26 ) .  The stone school­
houses are of l imestone o r  sandstone, 
usual ly i n  coursed rubble and some­
times with cut-stone quo ins. They a re 
of sturdy proport ions with a pleasantly 
low-pitched roof. A typ ical  example is  
the schoo lhouse at Freeland  ( F ig.  
1 2 7 ) .  Few examples of one-room 
brick schools were recorded, the most 
i nteresting of which i s  the Wolford 
Chapel School ( 1 862 )  bu i lt with a pat­
tern of a lternating red and  yel low 
brick, a design pecu l i a r  to this particu ­
l a r  a rea (F ig .  1 28 ) .  

A s  the populat ion o f  the corridor 
grew and with i t  the demand for la rger 
and better schools, the two- room 
school appeared. Bu i lt during the 
1 870s in the R ideau Corridor, these 
schools a re genera l ly of brick, and are 
one storey h igh .  They a re rectangu la r  

i n  shape with symmetrica l ly placed 
windows and the ubiqu itous entran ce 
porch located centra l ly on the long 
s ide rather than on the gable end of 
the bu i ld ing ,  reflecting the i nterior 
two- room plan.  

1 30 Two-room brick schoolhouse i n  Jasper. Wolford 
township, i s  typical of rural schools erected i n  the 
R ideau Corridor in the 1 8705. 

1 31 Secondary school in Smith's Falls. now a Masonic 
temple. 

1 32 Public school on Beckwith Street. Smith's Falls. 

Constructed usual ly in red brick with 
contrast ing yel low brick tr im and 
quoins and topped with a decorative 
bell tower of Goth ic design,  these sma l l  
bu i ld ings a re attractive and considera­
bly more inv it ing i n  appearance than 
thei r  sta rkly simple one-room prede­
cessors. Th is  same des ign  was carried 
out in  stone but no frame examples 
were recorded. The stone schoolhouse 
at Oxford M i l ls bui l t  in 1 87 5  ( F ig .  1 2 9 )  
is  one o f  the most attractive o f  the 
two- room schools in the area, and a 
very handsome example of this same 
design carr ied out in  br ick is  the 
schoolhouse in J asper bu i lt the same 
yea r  ( F ig .  1 30 ) .  

Larger towns o f  course requ ired 
larger schools and were a lso the s i tes 
of the early secondary school bu i ld­
ings .  M ost of  the early pr imary schools 
in  the urban centres have been burned 
or rep laced, and as a result  pre- 1 880 
school bu i ld ings i n  these centres usu­
a l ly inc lude on ly  the  larger or later 
pub l ic  or  secondary schools. Two of 
these a re found i n  Smith's Falls, one of 
which is  of brick ( F ig .  1 31 )  and the 
other of stone ( F ig .  1 3 2 ) .  The former, a 
two-storey h ip- roofed bu i ld ing erected 
in the 1 870s, is  bu i l t  of red brick with 
yel low brick trim used in a fash ion 
s imi lar  to that of the two-room schools 
of th is same period.  With s imple,  sym ­
metrica l ly placed windows and a p ro ­
ject ing frontispiece, i t  is  typical o f  the 
form that was trad it ional for two-storey 
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schools a l l  across Canada for 7 5  years .  
The stone school  i n  S m ith's Fa l ls  erected 
in  1 87 1  has an e laborate. dent i led 
corn ice in the sty le  of the Class ica l  
Revival  of the 1 840s. Th is  d ecorative 
feature i s  combined with the segmen­
ta l - headed windows usua l ly  associ ­
ated with t h e  l ater S econd Emp i re 
sty le  which became very popu lar  i n  
Canada from t h e  1 870s o n .  

M a n y  o f  these schoolhouses i n  the 
R ideau Corridor a re st i l l  in use. but few 
a re serv ing  the i r  o r ig i na l  purpose. 
Some are used as hal ls o r  local  mu­
seums and many of the one- room 
schoolhouses have been converted 
i nto comfortab le  homes.  Despite ad­
d it ions and  alterat ions,  however. the i r  
bas ic shape sh i nes through,  st i l l  recog­
n i zab le  as a seat of learn ing and  fo� 
many a n osta lg ic  rem i nder of the past. 

The Commercial. Social and 
Administrative B u i l d i ngs 

The early commun it ies of the R ideau 
Corr idor were. of n ecessity, a l most en­
t i re ly self-conta ined both soci a l ly  and 
commercia l ly .  The d i rectories of any 
of these m id- 1 9th century sett lements 
would u ndoubtedly inc lude at l east 
one b lacksmith. a harness-ma ker, 
shoema ker. i n n keeper. storekeeper 
and .  depend ing o n  the locat ion .  a 
m i l l er. Many of these trades so esse n ­
t i a l  at the t i m e  a re no longer practised, 
and the bu i ld ings which housed them 
have long s ince d isa ppeared ; never­
theless. enough examples survive 
throughout the corridor to provide 
very ta ng ib le  ev idence of  the commer­
cia l  and social l ife that existed in  both 
urban and rural a reas. 

In the early days some of these 
trades were carr ied on in  parts of a res­
idence or  i n  s imp le  and sometimes 
crudely bu i lt log structures. A second 
look at some log bu i l d ings.  now aban­
doned or  serving as fa rm outbu i ld ings, 
revea ls  thei r orig ina l  use as a b lack­
smith shop.  post-office. t i nshop or  
tannery. For  example .  the  sma l l  log  
shed erected in 1 8 5 2  o n  the  Tubman 
farm i n  Munster ( F igs 1 33,  1 34) was 
once the first post-office and store of 
that v i l lage.  I t  was carefu l ly moved to 
its present site and the or ig i na l  "pigeon 
holes" for the mai l  a re st i l l  on the wa l l .  
T h e  Anderson garage i n  Ashton with 
its 36 -foot-long log wa l ls  was once 
the bl acksmith shop, as was the Porter 
garage in Prospect ( F i g .  1 3 5)  L itt le 
rema ins  to ind icate their o rig ina l  use, 
except possibly the profi t-shar ing 
coupon found in the former, apparent­
ly issued to the purchasers of Peerless 
Horseshoe N a i ls and redeemable on ly  
by blacksm iths, 

61 

Larger and more substantia l  bu i ld ings 
were erected to house a nother im­
porta nt trade, carr iage mak ing .  These 
bu i l d i ngs were 2 or 2 )1,  storeys h igh 
with double entra nce doors on the 
gab le  end .  Examples of  these ca rriage 
shops can be seen in Eastons Corners 
( F i g .  1 3 6)  and Westport ( F ig 1 37 ) .  
The ca rriage shop i n  Westport, or ig i ­
na l l y a b lacksmith shop as wel l .  now 
houses the R ideau D istrict M useum. 

M a ny ear ly Ontario com mun it ies de­
veloped around a mi l l  which was 
n atu ra l ly  s ited at a source of potentia l  
waterpower. M errickv i l le .  Bu rritts 
Rap ids. M anotick (once the site of four 
m i l ls ) . Oxford M i l l s  and Westport a l l  
a re typica l  of th is  type of  settlement i n  
t h e  R ideau Corr idor. Merrickvi l l e  was 
in fact or ig ina l l y  known as Merrick's 
M i l l s  and owed its found ing to Wi l l i am 
M errick's selection of  th is  site for  a 
saw-mi l l .  The saw- mi l ls. which usua l ly 
were the f i rst m i l l s  to be bu i lt. were of 
frame construct ion wh i l e  the wool len 
and  grist mi l l s  were of  stone. The l atter 
were l a rge. su bsta nt ia l  bu i ld i ngs hav­
ing  p l a i n  symmetrical e levations wel l  
proport ioned in  the Georg ian man ner. 
Several of the ear ly mil ls have sur­
vived but few a re in good condit ion or 
serv ing their  or ig ina l  pu rpose The 
2 )1,- storey g rist and lu mber mil l  at Bed­
ford M i l l s  i s  now a residence and the 
or ig ina l  g r ind ing stone serves as a 
doorstep The machinery of the g rist 
and wool len m i l l  at Merrickv i l le  has 
been removed, and the bu i ld ing is 



1 33 This log bu i ld ing erected In 1 852 in M u nster. 
1 34 Goulbourn township. was the first store and post 

office in the community. The or iginal  pigeon holes 
for the m a i l  are still on the wall. 

1 3 5 Porter garage i n  Prospect. Beckwith township. 
originally the blacksmith shop. 
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1 36 Twin carriage shops in  Eastons Corners. Wolford 
township_ The f i rst one (r ight) was bui l t  about 1 870 
by M r. Watts whose name can sti l l  be seen on the 
bui ld i n g ; the second one was added a few years 
later to cope with the expand ing trade. 

1 37 Rideau D istrict M useum i n  Westport. North Crosby 
township. bu ilt in the 1 860s and or iginal ly a car­
riage and blacksmith shop. 



1 38 Merrick M i l ls  in Merridville. Wolford township. 
dating from 1 848. The bell on the roof was 
original ly used to mark the working hours. 

1 39 M i l l  i n  Manotick. North Gower township. bu ilt in 
1 857 by M .  K.  Dickinson. 

1 40 Cheese factory i n  Burridge township (Con. 8. 
Lot 22). now a carpenter's shop. 

1 39 1 40 
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1 41 Rose's Inn,  Montague township (Con. 2, Lot 2 2 ) .  
1 42 Mc Keen Hotel in  KemptviHe, Oxford township, was 

bu i l t  in  1 861 of brick from the local Clothier brick­
yard and is  stil l in  use as a hotel. 

presently o n ly partia l ly  occupied ( F ig .  
1 38 ) .  Gou ld 's  M i l ls i n  S m ith's Fa l l s  
erected i n  1 8 68 i s  a nother l a rge stone 
m i l l  complex that is  no longer in  use as 
a m i l l .  N ot the l a rgest mi l l  i n  the cor­
ridor but one of the best preserved is 
the Manotick M i l l  ( F ig .  1 39 ) ,  recently 
purchased by t h e  R ideau Val ley Con­
servation Auth o rity. Erected i n  1 8 57 ,  
th is handsome bu i ld ing  sti l l  reta ins  its 
orig i na l  meta l roofing ,  and  the i nterio r  
is  exceptiona l ly wel l f i n i shed with 
beaded beams and stylized Ion ic  cap i ­
tals on the suppo rt ing columns .  The 
machi nery is  i ntact and the m i l l  i s  op­
erationa l  dur ing  the su mmer months. 

An other impo rtant industry i n  the 
corridor which f lour ished somewhat 
later (in the 1 870s) was cheese-mak­
ing .  Few cheese factories n ow remain  
as such,  but one that  reta ins  i ts  or ig ina l  
form if not  i ts  or ig ina l  function is  i n  
Burridge ( F ig.  1 40) .  Th is is  a n  attractive 
bu i ld ing  with the characteristic protec­
tive load ing  canopy i ntact. A cupola 
and weather-vane break the long 
l i ne of the roof and enha nce the bu i ld ­
i ng ' s  s i lhouette. 

The smal l  i nns  and l a rger hostel ries 
of the era varied considerably in s ize 
and design and  have suffered various 
fates. Apparently before the 1 8 50s 
there were few inns  desig ned as such ; 
if they were, on ly their  h i story n ow d is ­
t ingu ishes t h e m  from t h e  houses o f  
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1 43 Grenville Hotel in  Merrickvil le. Wolford township. 
1 44-1 45  Reil ly's Hotel in Richmond, North Gower 

township. 
1 46 Hotel Imperial in  Perth, a hotel for well over 1 00 

years. 



their  t ime.  Such i s  the case with R ose's 
I nn in M ontag ue townsh ip  ( F ig .  1 41 ) . 
Th is  is a la rge 2 Y2-storey stone bu i ld i ng 
with the proportions  of the B rit ish Re­
na i ssa nce style, a f inely dent i led cor­
n ice and a huge stone f irep lace i n  the 
par lour .  I t  was bu i l t in the early part of 
the century and  is  n ow a pr ivate home. 

About m id -century, su bsta nt ia l  
hote ls  were erected i n  the R ideau 
Corr idor, a move reflect ing the com­
merc ia l  development of the per iod.  
These b u i l d ings fol lowed n o  f ixed 
style o r  design and  were constructed 
of frame,  br ick or stone .  Some were 
of frame with fu l l  width upper ga l ­
ler ies ( a n  example existed i n  B urritts 
Rap ids  unt i l  1 97 1 ) ; others were l a rge 
h ip- roofed structures such a s  the 
M c Keen H otel in Kemptv i l l e  ( F ig .  
1 42 ) ,  wh i le  the  G renvi l le  H otel bu i lt in  
M errickv i l l e  i n  1 8 57 (F ig .  1 43 )  i s  of 
yel low br ick and  has a pedimented 
entrance door in the style of the C las­
s ica l  Reviva l .  O n e  of the most famous 
i n  the ea rly days was Re i l ly's H otel i n  
R ichmond ( F ig .  1 44 ) ,  bu i l t  i n  1 8 5 5  
t o  capture the trade o f  merchants e n  
route from Prescott t o  the upper 
Ottawa with l u m bermen's supp l ies .  
I t  i s  a three-storey h ip - roofed stone 
bu i l d i ng  with two of the  orig i na l  four 
la rge ch imneys rema in ing  as wel l  as 
the b road,  s imp ly bracketed eaves. 
Both ch imneys and eaves a re rather 
d i st inctive style features for the t ime, 
the ch imneys remi n iscent of the 
ear l ie r  Regency style and the wide 
eaves a nt ic ipat ing the I ta l i anate which 
became popu la r  from the 1 860s on .  
Also i n  existence a re two ea rly hos­
te l ries i n  Perth ; H otel I m per ia l  o rig i -

na l ly " Barrie House" b u i l t  before 1 8 50 
and sti l l  in use as a hotel ( F i g .  1 46 ) ,  
and H otel Perth dat ing from 1 8 26 ,  a 
complex of bu i ld ings which have 
undergone many a lterations over the 
years but a re sti l l  in operat ion as a hote l .  

The  early shops or stores were 
invariably combined with l iv ing 
quarters above and ranged from 1 1'2-
storey front-gabled frame bu i ld ings  to 
large two- and three- storey end­
gabled stone structures. One of the 
few examples of the 1 Y2-storey front 
gable store design is  found i n  Port land 
where Scovi l 's store ( F igs. 1 47 ,  1 48 )  
was erected i n  1 8 50. U n t i l  q u ite re­
cently this store reta ined the o r ig i na l  
fitt ings including a handsome paneled 
counter. shelving and d rawers. 
Examples of the l a rger two-storey 
stone stores can be seen in R ichmond 
and Oxford M i l ls .  These bu i ld ings  
are very s im i l a r  i n  des ign  be ing well 
proportioned structures of coursed 
rubble with a chi mney at each gab le  
end .  The Oxford M i l ls bu i ld ing  sti l l  
reta ins the multip le-paned show w i n ­
dows which d isti ngu ished t h e  com­
mercia l  from the res ident ia l  section 
of the bu i ld ing ( F i g .  1 49 ) .  B oth bu i ld ­
i ngs  date from mid -century and  a re 
interesting reflect ions of the pros­
perity of the comm u n ities at the time. 

The same type of store with l iv ing 
quarters on the upper f loor  was a lso 
bu i l t  i n  the l a rger centres, espec i a l ly 
Perth which has many examples. A 
nu mber of these, however, have been 
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extens ively a ltered , los ing their orig ina l  
roof l ine  and  i n  some instances being 
completely engu lfed i n  add it ions. 
Typ ical  of the style but surviving on ly 
re latively unscathed is the B rooks 
B lock bu i lt in 1 846 ( F ig .  1 50 ) .  

Another type o f  store dating from 
the l ate 1 860s and occasiona l ly seen 
is an L-shaped p lan with the store 
located in the front gabled section 
and the l iv ing quarters in the wing.  
An i nterest ing  exa mple of th is  p lan is  
the Foley house,  erected i n  1 878 i n  
Westport ( F ig .  1 5 1 ) . 

With the coming of the ra i lways 
and  a rapid expans ion in trade, the 
Commercia l  bu i ld ings in the R ideau 
corrid o r  changed i n  character. Those 
erected in the 1 870s were usual ly of 
brick, at least two storeys in  height. 
housing shops, offices and ware­
houses. With deco rative brick corn ices 
and long rows of seg mental o r  round­
headed win dows these bu i ld i ngs l i ned 
the ma in  streets of nearly every me­
d ium-s ized town in  Ontario dur ing 
the next 20 years. Typ ical  exa mples 
a re found in the R ideau Corr idor in  
the  l a rger centres such as Smith's 
Fa l l s  and Perth ( F igs. 1 52 ,  1 5 3 ) ,  the 



1 47 Scovil's store in Portland, Bastard township. is 
1 48 typical in style of small general stores in rural com­

munities and a "store style" which continued to be 
built well into the 20th century. This store is now 
a restaurant. 

1 49 General store. Oxford M ills. Oxford township.  
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1 50 Brook's Block on Gore Street i n  Perth. The basically 
well-proportioned design of the building can sti l l  be 
seen despite awnings and alterations. 

1 51 Foley house i n  Westport. North Crosby townsh i p. 
The projecting section houses the store which sti l l  
retains its original fittings, and the side wing on the 
right the very handsomely f i n ished living quarters. 



1 52 Busi ness block. Beckwith Street. Sm ith's Falls, its 
first storey altered to house contemporary shops. 

1 53 An elaborate brick cornice and an arched entrance 
to the rear courtyard d i st inguish this business block 
o n  Foster Street in Perth. 

1 54 Garretts Block i n  Smith's Falls. The ground floor has 
been extensively altered. 

1 52 

1 57 

1 55 Town Hall. Montague township (Con. 2. Lot 2 1 ) ,  
erected i n  1 855.  

1 56 Loyal Orange Lodge i n  Storrington township (Con.  
7. Lot 3 ) .  Erected i n  1 857. this i s  one of several 
L .O.L.  halls stilt surviving in the Rideau Corridor. 

1 57 Temperance Hall i n  Wolford townsh ip  (Con. 3. 
1 58 Lot 1 1 ) . erected i n  1 874. 

1 58 
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1 59 Town Hall.  North Gower. North Gower township. 
This bui lding has acq u i red a n  addition and now 
serves as the fire hall for the town. 

1 60 Lanark County Court House on Drummond Street 
in Perth. 

1 61 Lanark County Reg istry Office. Drummond Street. 
Perth. 

1 61 
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earl ier  ones d i st ingu ished by a rched 
openings i nto rea r  courtya rds .  A few 
more decoratively trimmed commer­
c ia l  b u i ld i n gs were a lso recorded, the 
most e laborate being the G arrett 
B lock bu i l t  in the late 1 870s in S mith's 
Fal ls ( F ig.  1 54 ) .  

The street- level storeys o f  many of 
the early commerc i a l  bu i l d i ngs  i n  the 
R ideau C orridor have long s i nce been 
a ltered to up- date the bu i ld ings  and  
provide the  necessary l arge d isplay 
windows. In the smal ler  commun it ies 
part icu larly, many of these b u i ld ings 
a re on ly in  part ia l  use o r  sta nd vacant 
s i lent  rem inders of the commerc ia l  
I ife of the  past. 

Ha l l s  for social and admin istrative 
pu rposes were bu  ilt in i ncreas ing 
numbers i n  the R ideau a rea after about 
1 850.  Some of these town a n d  town­
sh ip  ha l ls ,  Loyal O range Lodges and 
Tem perance H a l ls ,  have surv ived and 
are sti l l  i n  use, largely in  rural a reas.  
The ea rly ones ( p re - 1 870) a re s imple 
recta ngu l a r, end -gabled b u i ld ings 
look ing very much l i ke the school ­
h o u s e  o f  the t i m e  and bu i l t  of stone o r  
frame, such as t h e  town ha l l  i n  Mon­
tague  townsh ip  ( F ig .  1 5 5 )  or  the  L.O.L.  
H al l  i n  Storri ngton townsh ip  ( F ig.  
1 5 6 ) .  The later examples a re of brick. 
such a s  the Temperance H a l l  bu i l t  i n  
1 87 4  in  Wolford towns h i p  ( F igs. 1 57 .  
1 58 ) .  and  the i nteresting h ip- roofed 
town ha l l  in N o rth G ower. bu i l t  i n  
1 876 .  The segmented-headed w i n ­
dows o f  t h e  latter a re i n  keep ing with 
the style of the t ime but  the design of 
the crowning  cupola  seems to be a 
re l ict of the ear l ier  C lassical  R evival  
period ( F ig.  1 59 ) .  



The most e la borate as wel l  as the 
earl iest of the admin i strative b u i l d ings 
i n  the area is the Lanark County Court 
House i n  Perth ( F ig .  1 60 ) .  Th is  wel l ­
proportioned b u i l d i n g  with ped imen­
ted gab le .  heavy cut-stone quo in  
accents a n d  interest ing windows with 
rou n d - h eaded tra nsoms was b u i l t i n  
1 842 .  T h e  bu i l d i ng  reta ins  i t s  or ig ina l  
form. a l though a good deal  of the  de­
ta i l i n g  both  ins ide a nd out  ( i nc lud ing 
a cupo la )  has been l ost over  the years ; 
however, some of it is presently being 
restored and  the bu i ld ing  cont in ues to 
serve the p urpose for which i t  was 
i ntended . 

O ne exa mple of a county reg istry 
off ice was recorded ( F ig .  1 6 1 ) . It is a 
front-gabled,  one-storey stone struc­
ture with heavy cut-stone tr im on 
semi-c i rcu l a r  headed open ings ,  a de­
s i g n  u sed repeatedly for such struc­
tu res i n  O n tar io .  The exa mple recorded 
was bu i l t  in 1 87 2  in Perth, a n d  is  st i l l  
serv ing  its or ig i n a l  pu rpose. 

These admin istrative bu i ld ings  and 
the i r  conti n u i n g  use for thei r  des igned 
i ntent provide a very tang ib le  l i n k  with 
the past. s i nce they not o n ly house 
the records of l oca I h i story but  a re as 
wel l a v is ib le  rem i nder  of it. 

Conclusions 

This,  then, is the heritage : a concen­
trat ion of 1 9th-century bu i ld ings which 
form a microcosm of rural U pper C a n ­
a d a  1 20 years a g o  and a ta ngib le ex­
pression of the p ioneer ing sk i l l ,  fa ith 
and determination in  the creat ion of 
a n  environment which sti l l  reta ins  
much of  i ts  orig i na l  charm. Fortunately 
the heritage i s  a l iv ing one and great 
credit  i s  due those who have kept it 
th i s  way : the descendants of the or ig­
ina l  fa mi l ies who have careful ly ma in ­
tai ned the  family homes ; newcomers 
who have rescued and sympathetica l ly 
restored so many of the houses ; h is­
torical societies and loca l  h istorians  
who have contri buted end less t ime 
and effort to preserve threatened struc­
tures and to i nterest the residents of 
the reg ion in the i r  h i story and heritage. 

Parts of this heritage, however, con ­
t inue t o  b e  seriously threatened. The 
smal l  rural schools and churches, the 
la rge commercial bu i ld ings in the 
smal l  towns, the old in ns, the m i l ls ,  
the tradesmen's shops have been ren­
dered inadeq uate by the re lentless 
pressu res of soc ia l  and economic 
change. To resent or now attempt to 
stifle the progress of the area would 
indeed be no tri bute to the p ioneers 
who worked so hard to ensure i t ; but 
i n  mak ing our contr ibut ion,  enough 
must be preserved to show the con­
tri butions of others a long the way. 
Preservation of our arch itectural  her­
itage is surely the f inest tr ibute we can 
make to Canada's p ioneer past. 
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Endnotes 

1 Arthur R. M. Lower. Colony to Nation; A History of 
Canada (Toronto : Longmans, Green, 1 964). p.  1 87 .  

2 Robert Legget. Rideau Waterway (Toronto : U n iv. 
of Toronto Press. 1 960). p.  1 00. 

3 The Mechanics I n stitute was a pioneer organization 
designed pr i  marily to provide a form of cultural 
education for the working man. The first i nstitute. 
based on a s imi lar  organization in England. was 
founded in Upper Canada in 1 831 and by the mid-
1 9th century, branches were very numerous even 
in towns and vil lages. The Mechanics Institutes 
were i nstrumental in establ ishing local l ibraries for 
the use of tradesmen and the presence in the i r  
l ibraries o f  the carpenters' and bu i lders' handbooks 
l isted suggests that they were i n  current use at the 
time. I t  is interesting to note that many of Ontario's 
modern l ib raries began as a project of the local 
Mechanics Institute. and books are still available 
bearing the Mechanics Institute's or ig ina l  stamp of 
identification. 

4 Sir Henry Wotton i n  his essay paraphrasing 
Elements of Architecture by Vitruvius. published 
i n  1 624. 

5 "Clay of the proper colour. usually from a nearby 
bank, was put into the trough, and water was 
added. Most clays would produce red bricks when 
burned, but some made buff, grey, or white bricks. 
When white or buff t r imming bricks became popular 
on red brick bu i ld ings. clay from specially chosen 
deposits was needed to produce them. ( N owadays 
the colour of bricks is altered by add ing special 
materials o r  by making adjustments i n  the burning 
process.)" (T. Ritchie, Canada Builds. 1867-1967 
[Toronto Univ. of Toronto Press. 1 967], p. 207.) 

6 Canada. Parliament, Canada Canal Communication 
( H ouse of Commons. 1 83 1 ) .  No. 1 23 .  Lt. Col. By 
to Gen.  Mann. 1 5  March 1 830. Royal Engi neer's 
Office, R ideau Canal. 

7 Ib id .  
8 Canada. Publ ic  Archi ves, M G 1 2 ,  War Office Papers. 

55. Vol. 880. p. 3 1 0. signed J.  F. B.  ( B u rgoyne). 
9 Alan W. Gowans, Building Canada .' An Archi­

teclUral History of Canadian Life (Toronto : Oxford 
Univ.  Press. 1 966) .  p.  96. 

1 0  Thomas Wilson West, A History of ArchiteclUre in 
England ( London : U n iv. of London Press. 1 970) . 
p. 1 27. 

1 1  Nikolaus Pevsner, An Outline of European Archi­
tecture (Harmondsworth : Pengu i n  Books. 1 95 1 ) ,  
p. 253.  

1 2  See T. W. Leavitt. History of Leeds and Grenville 
(Belville : M ika S i l k  Screen i ng Co .. 1 972) .  p. 85. 
for a p icture of the sp i re as  orig inally designed. 

1 3  A. Shortt and A. G .  Doughty, eds . . Canada and Its 
Provinces (Toronto : Glasgow Brook & Co .. 1 91 4) .  
Vol. 1 8. p. 291 . 

1 4  Ib id .. p. 280. 
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G lassware Excavated 
at Fort Gaspereau, 
N ew Bru nswick 

by J ane E. H arris 



Abstract 

M ost of the glassware excavated at Fort 
G aspereau .  New B runswick ( 1 751 -
56 )  consists of bottles and a sma l l  
number  of tumblers .  French g lass o f  
t h e  m id- 1 8th century i s  represented 
by three d i stinct bottle types and a 
number  of non- lead glass tumblers. 
Engl ish g lass of the same period is 
also present with examples of only two 
bottle types. No tableg lass could be 
identified as bei ng of Engl ish manu­
facture. A variety of  bottles and a few 
tumblers, many of probable N orth 
American man ufacture, ind icate the 
l im ited use of the s i te from the mid-
1 9th century to  at  least the  fi rst ha lf 
of the 20th century. 
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Introduction 

Fort Gaspereau is situated at the m outh 
of the G aspereau R iver where i t  emp­
t ies i nto Ba ie Verte a nd the North u m ­
berland  Stra it. approximately one  m i le  
from Port E lg in ,  N ew B ru nswick ( F ig .  
1 ) . I t  was bu i l t  by the F rench i n  1 7 5 1  
as part o f  a string o f  fortifications 
across the I sthmus of C h i gnecto. Fol­
lowing the capture of Fort  Beausejour  
i n  1 7 5 5 ,  Fort Gaspereau was peace­
ful ly su rrendered to the Engl ish ,  who 
occupied it for approximately one year. 
Before abandoning the fort in 1 7 56 ,  
the  Eng l i sh burned i t  to prevent its 
reoccupation by the F rench.  Dur i ng  the 
French occupation the n umber of so l ­
d iers stationed at  the fort does not seem 
to have exceeded 20 at any one t ime, 
but the Engl ish ga rrison n u mbered 
approximately 200 ( I ng ram 1 96 3 ) .  

I n  the 1 9 30s considerable a ltera­
tion to the fort. such as p lough ing  
the  i nterior and redefi n i ng  the  d itches, 
resu lted i n  considerab le  d isturbance 
of strat igraphy mak ing it less than  
re l i able  as an archaeo logica l  i nd icator. 
Prior to th is t ime, the s i te seems to 
have been popula r as a p icn ic  spot. 

The excavation of the fort was con­
ducted d u ring the summer of  1 9 6 6  
by l a i n  Wa l ker and E l izabeth Wyl ie  of 
the N at iona l  H istoric S ites Service 
( R ick 1 970 : 2 3 ) .  Th is  work res u lted i n  
the recovery o f  fragments represent­
ing 1 50 to 200 glass bottles and tumb­
lers as wel l as 1 0  pounds  of burned 
g lass .  These artifacts represent two 
d isti nct periods at the fort : the fi rst 
covers the years of occupat ion ( 1 7 5 1 -
5 6 ) ,  and  the secon d  beg ins  i n  the 
latter half  of the 1 9th century and con­
t inues a lmost to the p resent. 
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S i nce the s i te has such a closely 
dated period of occupation i t  was 
hoped the study of its g lass a rtifacts 
would assist in the interpretat ion of 
s im i l a r  a rtifacts from other sites by 
provid i n g  type examples or d ifferen ­
t iat ing between a rtifacts o f  French 
and E ng l i sh  or ig i n .  The study has done 
th is  but o n  a much smal ler scale than 
was ant ic i pated .  

The a na lysis of  the artifacts has been 
d ivided i nto three sect ions commen­
su rate with the occupat ion periods of 
the fort a nd beg i n n ing with artifacts 
representative of the French occupa­
t ion ,  between 1 7 5 1  and 1 7 5 5 .  The 
late 1 9th-century materia l  has been 
descri bed and identified as a n  a i d  i n  
determ i n i ng which excavation u n its 
have been contam i nated . Where the 
structures a re referred to by name,  
excavations i n  these areas are 
ind icated. 

Colour was determi ned using the 
N ickerson Color Fan  ( M u nsel l  Color 
Company) under f luorescent l i ght ing .  
A shortwave ultra-violet l i ght source 
( F isher Scientific, UVS-1 1 )  was used 
to determine the presence of lead i n  
the glass.  (When lead is  present the 
g lass f luoresces a cold ,  l i ght b l ue . )  



1 Site location map : 
1 Fort Gaspereau 
2 Fort 8eausejour 
3 the Roma site 
4 Fortress of Louisbourg 
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2 Site a n d  excavation plan of Fort Gaspereau : 1 southwest bastion 
2 west palisade and d itch trench 
3 commandant's Quarters 
4 proposed barracks 
5 northwest bastion 
6 north palisade and ditch trenches 
7 powder magazine 
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Artifacts from the French 
Occupation 

The French period ( 1 7 5 1 - 5 5)  is  qu ite 
well represented by ol ive green wine 
bottles, square-sect ioned b lue-green 
bottles, wide-mouthed b lue-green 
bottles, and smal l  non - lead g l ass 
tumblers. 

Wine Bottles 
A min imum of s ix wine bottles is rep­
resented by 3 7  fragments of  g lass 
from the areas of the northeast. north­
west and southwest bast ions, the 
commandant's quarters, the magasin 
des vivres and  the proposed barracks. 
The la rgest concentrat ion of artifacts 
was found in the southwest bast ion .  

The most  complete wine bottle is  
ol ive green ( 7 . 5Y) , seed bubbled,  and 
has a heavy brownish pati n a  that has 
f laked off in several p laces exposing a 
gra iny surface ( F i g  3 ) .  The f in ish i s  
p la in ,  consist i ng of  a cracked-off 
s l ig htly f ire-smoothed l i p  3 2  mm.  i n  
d iameter and 6 mm.  to 8 mm.  above a n  
untool ed, rou nded str ing r i m  which is  
39 mm. i n  d i ameter and 5 mm.  to 1 1  
mm. h igh .  The body, present on ly to a 
height of 7 5  mm .. i s  c i rcu lar  in cross ­
section and has the characterist ica l ly 
French "flower-pot" shape mentioned 
by N oel H ume ( 1 961 : 1 1 0) The heel is  
smooth and rounded, form ing a base 
d iameter of approximately 1 1 0  mm.  
The push-up ,  a symmetrica l .  rounded 
cone approx imately 40 mm. h igh ,  has 
a ragged ponti l  mark 33 mm.  in d i am­
eter, which may have been formed 
by us ing the g lass left on the blowpipe 
(moi l )  as a ponti l  o r  a g lass-t i pped 
pontil rod .  

A l l  that remains of a second bottle 
is  the push-up (F ig .  4 ) .  The g l ass 
is  s im i l a r  to that of the previous bottle, 
having the same type of patina and 
colour. The push-up has a rounded 
cone shape, is 38 mm. h igh and has a 
base d iameter of a lmost 1 00 mm. 
Emponti l i ng  was most l i kely done with 
a g lass-t ipped ponti l  rod which left a 
scar 30 mm.  in d ia meter. 

A th i rd and fou rth bottle are repre­
sented by two neck-f in ish fragments. 
One frag ment ( F ig .  5 )  is  ol ive green 
( 1 0Y) with a gra iny textured surface ; 
the other, a lso o l ive green (7 . 5Y) has 
a fla key brown pat ina .  Each has a 
cracked -off and f i re-smoothed l ip  30 
mm. in  d iameter with an approximate 
height of 4 mm. to 6 mm. 

A fifth a nd sixth bottle are repre­
sented by two neck fragments, each of 
which is  o l ive green (7 .5Y) with a 
f lakey brown patina The necks taper 
toward the fin ish and join the shoulder  
i n  a wide curve. One fragment has 
long vert ical  striat ions which twist to 
the r ight as they rise. 

Bott les of this type are common to 
French colonia l  s i tes such as the 
Fortress of Lou isbourg in N ova Scotia 
( M a rwitt 1 966)  and the Roma s ite in 
Prince Edward I s land .  Their d ist i nctive 
body shape places them in  the m idd le  
of  the  1 8th century ( Barre let 1 9 53 : 
1 02 ;  Noel  H u me 1 970 : 7 1 ) ; however, 
they were probably being manufac­
tured ear l ier i n  the  century as J .  B .  
Chard i n ,  i n  h i s  pa int ing La Pour­
voyeuse ( 1 738) ( N at iona l  Ga l lery of 
Canada)  depicts two dark g lass bot­
tles of s imi la r  form. They a re docu­
mented by Diderot and d 'Alembert 
( 1 772 : 8 -9 )  as be ing the type of bot­
tle produced from a coa l-f i red furnace . 
B u rn ing  coal in place of wood in the 
melt ing fu rnace was a n  Engl ish inno-
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vat ion of the early 1 600s when the 
scarc ity of wood i n  Eng land  prompted 
a royal d ecree proh ib i t i ng  its use 
(Thorpe 1 9 6 9  : 6 6 ) .  The French, how­
ever, d id n ot beg i n  to use coal unt i l  the 
early 1 700s when wine merchants 
fou nd that the heavier, stronger  a n d  
da rker g lass produced i n  a coa l -f i red 
furnace was more su i tab le for trans­
port ing wine  ( S covi l le  1 9 68 : 41 ) .  

Square Blue- Green Bottles 
At least four ta l l  square-sectioned bot­
tles are represented by 24 fragments of 
heavi ly seed -bu bbled b l ue-green glass 
fou n d  in the excavated a reas of the 
northeast and southwest bastions ,  the 
commandant's qua rters, the proposed 
Br i t ish officers' q ua rters, the south 
pa l i sade and d itch trench a nd the pro­
posed barracks. The heaviest concen­
trat ion of these a rt ifacts occu rred in 
the southwest bast ion i n  many of the 
same excavat ion u n its i n  which French 
wine bottle frag ments were fou n d .  

O n ly two base fragments were re­
covered .  The most complete one ( F i g .  
6,b) measures 70 m m .  b y  70 m m .  a t  
i t s  b a s e  a n d  presents a concave basal 
prof i le  1 0  mm. h i g h .  The pont i l  mark 
is  a ro ughened c i rcu la r  d epress ion at 
the centre of the basal  surface 30 mm. 
i n  d ia meter. The glass ( 2 . 5 B G )  is  
heavi ly p i tted, poss ib ly from being 
burned .  The second base frag ment i s  
the same i n  form and  s i ze as the f i rst. 
varyi ng  s l ig htly in co lour  (7 . 5 B G ) .  
Rough ness a t  the centre of the basa l 
a rea could i nd icate a sand or g lass­
t ipped pont i l  mark (J ones 1 97 1 : 6 9 ) .  

O n ly one  o f  the body frag ments 
presents a complete bottle width : 7 2  
m m .  N one o f  the other fragments 
exceed this width. 



3 Neck and base fragment of a French wine bottle 
(1  E1T3-8) .  

4 French wine bottle base fragment ( 1  E3S1 -6) .  
5 French wine bottle neck fragment ( 1  E4D1 - 2 ) .  
6 Square blue-g reen bottle fragments. 

a a n  almost complete neck. 
b base fragment (1 E1 W2-9, 1 E3C6-4).  
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The only neck fragment found  i s  
cyl indrical with a cracked- off a nd 
fire-pol ished l i p  20 mm.  in d iameter 
( F ig .  6.a) .  The neck is present to a 
height of 2 5  m m .  a nd seems to nar­
row s l i ghtly towa rd the shou lder. The 
glass ( 1 0G )  has a whit ish b loom. 

A French context of the m i d - 1 8th 
century seems q u ite l i kely when dat ing 
th is bottle shape as these bottles have 
turned up in abunda nce at other 
French colon ia l  s i tes such as the For­
tress of Louisbourg i n  N ova Scotia 
( D u nton : pers. comm ) and i n  specif­
ica l ly French a reas of Fort M i c h i l i ­
mackinac i n  M i ch igan ( B rown 1 97 1 : 
1 08 ) .  Little seems to be known about 
the i r  use ; however. Margaret B rown 
feels they may be l iquor  bottles due 
to the i r  size a n d  n umbers .  Thei r  hor i ­
zontal shoulder a nd na rrow neck 
would certa i n ly suggest they he ld a 
l iqu id  of l ow viscosity such as l i quor.  

Wide-Mouthed Blue-Green Bottles 
A m i n imum of 1 5 wide-mouthed 
bottles i s  represented by 1 2 6 frag­
ments of  b lue-green glass mak ing 
these the most  common bottles found 
at Fort Gaspereau .  The frag ments vary 
in colour from 7 . 5 B G  to 2 . 5 G .  a re 
densely bubbled and  l i ghtly pat inated . 
They were fou nd in a lmost a l l  ex­
cavated a reas with i n  the fort but 
ma in ly in  the southwest bastion and 
the commandant's quarters. Fewer 
fragments were fou nd in the northeast 
and northwest bastions. the proposed 
ba rracks. the magasin des vivres. the 
proposed B rit ish officers' qua rters and 
the south pa l i sade and  d itch trenches. 

This bottle form is  characterized by 
a part icu larly wide. tapering neck with 
a th ick.  f i re-smoothed l i p  that may 
have been cracked off or sheared . 
A very short. rou nded shoulder jo ins  
the neck to  a cyl indrica l .  poss ib ly 
tapered body. The absence of mould 
l i nes i nd icates the bottle has been 
mouth blown in a d i p  mould .  

When measuring the neck frag­
ments it was found that  the  l i p  d iam­
eters fe l l  i n to two d ist i nct s izes : 42 
mm.  to  5 2  mm. and 70 mm.  to  80 mm . .  
i nd icat ing two possible bottle sizes. 
Neck heig hts could not be associated 
with the d iameters. for only one neck 
with a complete height was found .  
The most  complete neck (F ig .  7 )  fa l l s  
i nto the  fi rst category. hav ing  a d i am­
eter of  48  mm.  at the l ip  and taper ing 
down to a pproximately 38 mm. at 
the shou lder. I ts height is 63  mm. 
H orizontal grooves mark the lower 
port ion of the neck wh i le  seed bubbles 
in  the upper port ion have a horizontal 
or ientation .  a result of too l i ng the 
reheated neck after it was cracked 
off or sheared. Where the g lass was 
hottest (at the l ip )  no marks were 
left. but where it was s l ightly cooler 
(at the base ) .  grooves rema in .  

Neck fragments outnumbered 
poss ib le base fragments by approx­
i mately n ine to one. On ly three base 
fragments were found.  One base 
(F ig  8 ) .  is  of thin b lue-green ( 5 B G )  
bubbled g l ass. I t  is  5 5  m m .  in  d iam­
eter and presents a dome-shaped 
push-up profi le 1 1  mm. h igh with a 
g lass-t i pped ponti l  mark 2 3  mm.  i n  
d i ameter at  the t ip .  The body. present 
o n ly to a height of 1 2  mm . appears to 
be cyl indrical .  
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The second base is represented by 
a sma l l  curved fragment of b lue-green 
( 2 . 5 B G )  g lass.  The push - u p  has a 
dome-shaped prof i le .  more rounded 
than the prev ious one. and a n  extant 
height of 1 1  mm. O n ly the edge of a 
pont i l  mark is present. The basal  
d i ameter is  a pproximately 4 5  mm. 

The th i rd base (F ig 9 ) .  appears to 
be long to the la rger s ized bottles. The 
g l ass ( 7 . 5 B G )  is  i n  very good cond i ­
t ion .  th ick  and  densely bubb led .  Its 
base d i ameter i s  a pproxi mately 72 m m .  
T h e  push- u p. formed prior to e m ­
pont i l i ng .  is conica l  and 43 m m .  h ig h .  
bear ing a g lass-t ipped pont i l  mark 
2 5  mm.  i n  d i ameter. 

O n ce aga i n .  the funct ion of these 
bottles i s  uncerta in  but the i r  wide 
mouth wou ld  suggest that they were 
used for pack ing so l id  or semi -so l id  
i tems.  I n  a F rench memorandum of 
1 77 3 .  o l ives. ca pers and a nchovies 
a re mentioned as being packed i n  
bottles fo r sh ipment from M a rse i l les 
to the colonies i n  America ( Scov i l l e  
1 9 68 : 1 1 1 )  

The presence of s im i l a r  bottles on 
other s i tes such as the Fortress of 
Lou isbourg. the Roma s ite a n d  Fort 
M ich i l imack inac ( Brown : pers. comm.)  
where f ive d ifferent s izes were re­
corded. shou ld be n oted as a l l  of these 
s i tes were occup ied by the F rench 
before 1 760.  

The colour  a n d  qua l ity of the b lue­
green glass a re a lso im portant features 
which a re an a id  in determ i n i n g  the 
or ig in  of these bott les .  I n  1 8th­
century F rance there were two bott le­
making trad it ions as out l ined by 
Scov i l l e  ( 1 9 6 8 : 1 1 . 4 3 ) .  One.  a l ready 
d escr ibed. concerned the m a n u ­
facture of w i n e  and  l i quor bottles 
exclus ively. made from a heavy. dark 
g lass produced i n  coa l-f i red furnaces. 



7 Neck of a wide-mouthed blue-green bottle 
<1 E 3 M 3 - 5 ) .  

8 Blue-green base fragment ( 1  E2P2-5) .  
9 Blue-green base. Note that  push-up was  formed 

prior to empontiling as pontil mark occurs two­
thirds of the way up the push-up ( 1  El A4-1 ) .  
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10 Pattern-moulded tumbler. 
a face view and profile. 
b basal view i l lustrat ing pontil mark and moulded 

patterns < 1  E2C2-3) .  
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As open pots were used. fumes from 
the coal  da rkened the g lass. The 
h igher temperature prod uced by coal 
a l lowed for less f lux and more sand 
to be added to a batch. resu lt ing in  
stro nger g lass  (S covi l le  1 9 68 : 41 ) .  

The second a n d  older trad it ion 
involved a wood-fired furnace from 
which art ic les of "common green" 
glass were made. Fumes from the 
wood smoke did not effect the colour 
of the g lass so drastical ly .  A n umber 
of d ifferent bottle types and con ­
ta iners were m a d e  i n  this g lass 
(Scovi l le  1 9 68 : 1 1 1 - 1 2 ) .  possible 
examples being the two types men­
tioned from Fort G aspereau .  Al l  of the 
b lue-green g lass examples fo und at 
Fort G aspereau seem to be cons istent 
in co lour  and q u a l ity (heavi ly seed­
bubbled) with those from the other 
sites mentioned . This leads to the sup­
posit ion that th is g lass is  the " common 
green" glass referred to by Scovi l le  
as be ing the type produced in wood­
fired fu rnaces i n  1 8th-century France. 

Tumblers 
A min imum of 1 2  and possibly as many 
a s  20 smal l  pattern -mou lded tumblers 
is represented by 28 fragments of clear 
non - lead g l ass from the excavated 
areas of the commandant's quarters. 
the southwest bastion and an area of 
the proposed ba rracks adjacent to the 
commandant's quarters. Al l .  with the 
exception of four or five tumblers 
which wi l l  be d iscussed sepa rately. 
have a s imple pattern - moulded design 
of n arrow vert ica l  r ibs .  



1 1  Part of a Stiegel·type tumbler. 
a face view and profile showing pattern-moulded 

rib and panel design. 
b face view of one fragment showing copper wheel 

engraved design between pattern-moulding and 
l ip ( 1  E2N1 -8) . 
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Pattern mou ld ing was a techn ique 
wide ly used throughout Europe i n  the 
fi rst ha lf  of the 1 8th century ( H aynes 
1 9 59 : 1 30 ) .  A pattern mould was a 
part- sized d ip  mould with an inc ised 
design,  most commonly ribs, panels o r  
d iamonds.  The gather o f  g lass was 
forced down into the mould,  removed 
and  expa nded without the restriction 
of the mould .  This techn ique resulted 
in a characteristical ly d iffuse pattern 
that was present on the exterior of the 
vessel and,  to a lesser degree, on the 
i nterior a lso .  

I n  sp ite of the basic s im i la rity, minor  
variat ions i n  the des ign do occur  with ­
in the group. R ib  spacing varies from 
tumbler to tumbler, and on two of s ix 
tumbler bases the design continues 
onto the basal surface. I n  each case 
the base has been emponti led with a 
smal l  g lass-tipped ponti l  leaving a 
scar no l a rger than 20 mm. in d iameter. 
One tumbler has had the ponti l  mark 
ground off. Base d i ameters are con ­
s istent a t  approximately 4 8  m m .  with 
the exception of one base, which is 
on ly 42 mm. in d iameter. The bodies 
tend to widen as they rise. The most 
complete tumbler has an extant height 
of 5 7  mm . .  and at this point the r ibs 
have become fa inter and further apart. 

The g l ass in  all of the tumblers has 
decomposed to some extent, the most 
common form of decomposition being 
crizz l ing accompan ied by a colour 
change from clear to a p in k ish orange 
( 2 . 5Y R ) .  Present to a lesser degree 
a re fragments with a pale purple t int .  

The manufactur ing method, as de­
scribed above, and the characteristics 
of the qua l ity of the g l ass strongly sug­
gest that  these tumblers are a l l  of  mid-
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1 8th-century French manufacture .  N o  
l e a d  g lass was produced i n  F ra n ce 
u nt i l  the 1 780s ( S covi l l e  1 968 : 44) 
and the clear g lass that was produced 
before th is  t ime was often cha racterized 
by a p i n kish  tint and crizzl i ng  i nd icat ing 
lack of "qua l ity contro l "  ( C h a rleston 
1 9 5 2 : 1 8 - 1 9 ) .  The presence of man­
ga nese, sometimes used as a deco l ­
ou rizer by the French,  wou l d  account 
for the pa le  purple t int  observed in 
some of the fragments ( S cov i l l e  1 9 68 : 
3 8 ) .  The presence of manganese i n  
c lear  g l ass c a n  b e  read i ly observed be­
cause pro longed exposure to sun l i ght 
causes the g lass to take on a p u rple 
t int  (Tou l ouse 1 969a : 434 ) .  

T h e  o n e  g round pont i l  m a r k  a ppears 
at first g l ance to be an i ntrus ive feature 
s ince i t  is genera l ly  thought that pont i l  
ma rks were not g round  unt i l  at  least 
the late 1 700s (Thorpe 1 9 69 : 3 9 ) .  
H owever, there a re several  tum blers 
from the Roma s ite that have g round 
and  pol i shed ponti l ma rks and that  re­
late to a F rench a rchaeolog ica l  con­
text from 1 7 32-45 .  

One tumbler represented by a pa le  
gray, s l ig htly crizzled base  shown i n  
F igu re 1 0  varies s ign if icantly from the 
above. I ts d ifference l i es in its method 
of manufacture. After being removed 
from the pattern mould the gather was 
p laced in a p la in  dip mould and ex­
panded This caused the pattern to be 
tra n sferred to the i nterior of the vessel. 
This process, ca l led the "optical ef­
fect," is  descri bed and i l l ustrated by 
Larsen,  R i ismpller and  Schu lter ( 1 963 : 
398)  a n d  is a techn ique  that has been 
in use s i n ce Roman t imes.  The pattern 
in th is  case cons ists of very fa i n t  pan­
e ls  o n  the  i nterior surface wh ich  have 
a n  approximate width of 1 0  mm. It 
a ppears as though the seco nd mould 
d i d  n ot h ave a base, for  the pattern is  



sti l l  present on the exter ior basa l  sur­
face of the tumbler ( F ig . 1 0,b) . Here it 
takes the form of rad iat ing impressions 
which d ivide the base i nto 1 6  seg ­
ments. There shou ld  a l so be 1 6  panels 
o n  the interior of the body but  the pan­
e ls  a re too fa int  to be counted.  The 
base of th is  tumbler is 49 mm. i n  d iam­
eter and  bears a g l ass-t i pped pont i l  
mark 2 2  mm.  i n  d i a meter with  a push­
u p  he ight  of  8 mm.  

Two tumblers from Fort Bea usejour, 
New B runswick exh ib i t i ng  the same 
manufactur i ng process, a re crizzled 
and have the same base d i ameter as 
the above tumbler ; however, these do 
have a p i n kish orange t int .  B oth a re 
from a French a rchaeo log ica l  context 
with the same dat ing as Fort G aspe­
rea u  ( M c N a l ly 1 97 1  : 3 1 ) .  I t  seems 
reasonable to assume, therefore, that 
the tumbler ment ioned above is  a l so of 
F rench o rig i n  and  of a t ime period 
cons istent with the French occupation 
of Fort G aspereau .  The colour d iffer­
ences are probably i n d icative of i m ­
pure raw materia l s  o r  content inco n ­
s istencies from batch to batch. 

Another tumbler ( F i g .  1 1 )  which 
d iffers from the f i rst group is  repre­
sented by four clear a n d  u n pat inated 
fragments. The l i p ,  74 m m .  in  d i a meter, 
has been fi re- pol ished . Approxi mately 
2 7  mm. below i t  i s  the top of a pattern­
moulded design of a lternat ing ribs and 
panels .  Between the l i p  a n d  the r ibb ing 
i s  a band of rather sketchy copper 
wheel engraving in  a pattern identif ied 
by H u nter ( 1 950 : Figs. 1 1 4- 1 7 )  as 
"St iegel  Type I . "  (H W. St iegel ,  an 
Amer ican of German d escent oper­
ated a g lasshouse at M an heim, 
Pennsylvan i a  from 1 770 to 1 774.  He 
employed Eng l i sh  a n d  cont inenta l  

craftsmen and made g lass i n  i m itatio n  
o f  the preva i l ing E n g l i s h  and conti­
nental styles l McKear in & McKear in 
1 948 82-85 J . )  

At  least two more tumblers s im i l a r  
to  the  above are represented by three 
sma l l  fragments, each bear ing part of 
an engraved des ign s im i l a r  or  ident ical  
to St iegel Type I .  This type of tumbler 
was popular wel l  before Stiegel 's t ime 
and is broadly labeled by M c Kear in & 
McKearin ( 1 948 : 49) as "cheaper 
Continenta l . "  An exa mple of the pop­
u larity of the des ign is shown i n  frag­
ments of  th is type that  have been 
found at Fort Beausejou r, New B runs­
wick ( M c Na l ly 1 97 1  : 1 1 4) and  Yu­
q uot B rit ish Columbia (Jones 1 970 : 
6 ) .  It is representative of the strong 
German- Bohemia n  i nf luence on con­
ti nental g lass, part icul arly French g lass. 
i n  the first half  of the 1 8th century 
(Scov i l le 1 968 : 1 1 3 ;  E lv i l l e  1 9 61 : 
1 00 ) .  Consequently, these tumblers 
may either have been man ufactured in 
Germany or Bohemia as part of their  
export trade to France, or  manufac­
tured in  France in  imitation of the 
German and Bohemian  styles. 

The strongest a rgument aga i nst 
these tumblers be ing Eng l ish exists in 
the fact that the tumblers have been 
made of non- lead g lass. The Eng l ish 
found lead g lass to be a much prefer­
red med ium for engrav ing ( E lv i l le  
1 9 51  : 1 53) . Of the 2 4  excavation u n its 
conta in i ng tumbler fragments, 1 8  a lso 
conta i ned French bottle fragments 
whi le only 5 had Engl ish bottle frag­
ments, thus  offering further proof that 
the tumblers do n ot relate to the Eng-
1 ish occupation of the  fort. 
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Artifacts from 
the English Occupation 

Wine and Spirits Bottles 
Engl ish  g lass a rtifacts recovered from 
the fort a re ma in ly  l im ited to wine 
bottle frag ments. There were 28 of 
these fragments fou nd, most of which 
were excavated from the a reas of the 
commandant's quarters and the south­
west bastion, whi le the rema inder 
came from the proposed barracks, the 
northeast bast ion and the south pa l ­
i sade and  d itch trench. Due to  the 
frag mentary condit ion of the bottles it 
i s  d ifficu lt  to determine their exact 
number ; however, there are at least 
1 0  and  possib ly as many as 25 bottles 
represented. 

One bottle is  represented by an a l ­
most complete o l ive green ( 5Y) body 
and base ( F ig .  1 2 ) .  The g lass is i n  very 
good condit ion with a g lossy surface 
and no pati na .  The body is cy l in dr ical  
and wide i n  re lat ion to its height : 1 1 7  
mm.  i n  d i ameter. 90 mm.  h igh,  and has 
a d ist inct basa l sag.  The base is  a lso 
1 1 7  mm. in  d iameter with a dome­
shaped push-up 3 1  mm. h igh .  The 
push - u p  bears a l ight sand pontil mark 
60 mm.  in  d iameter and a sma l l ,  i rreg ­
u l a r  mamelon a t  the t i p  5 m m .  in  d iam­
eter. The  presence of  a mamelon on 
a bottle of th is period is an unusual  



1 2  Almost complete Engl ish wine bottle. i l lustrating 
scratched i n itials "J C' and the mamelon at the tip of 
the push-up ( 1  E3C6-2) .  

13  Engl ish  wine bottle neck (1  E2Dl - 5 ) .  
1 4  Base fragment of a pharmaceutical bottle (1  E2L1 -

1 3) .  
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feature a s  they are not commonly 
fou n d  o n  bottle bases before the 
1 800s. 

In Noel H ume's ( 1 9 6 1 : 1 04) wine 
bott le typol ogy. bottles of th i s  type 
date to 1 740- 60. an in termed iate 
stage in the evolut ion of the ta l l  
cyl ind r ical  w i n e  bottle. These dates 
a re supported by Renee M a rwitt 
( 1 9 6 6 )  who reports bottles l i ke the 
above fou n d  at the Fortress of Louis­
bourg in a probable archaeolog ica l  
context of 1 7 54. and  Rees Pr ice 
( 1 908 : F ig .  7. fac ing  p. 1 24)  i l l u s ­
trates a sea l ed wine bottle of the  same 
form bea r ing the date 1 7 5 5 .  

A cur ious feature o f  th i s  bott le is  
the set of i n i t ia ls  "JC" crudely 
scratched o n  the body. The same 
i n i t i a l s  have been fou n d  scratched on 
a wine or sp i rits bottle from Fort 
Beausejour .  Although the two forts 
a re less than 20 m i l es apart the dates 
of the bottles d iffer considerably. The 
Beausejour  bottle i s  ta l l  and cyl i n ­
dr ica l .  and  probably dates from the 
late 1 8th century or even the early 1 9th 
century ( N oel H u me 1 96 1 : 1 03)  . 
These bottles m ight have belonged 
to the same person o r  fa m i ly. 

A second bottle i s  represented by a 
complete neck ( F ig .  1 3 ) of o l ive 
green ( 7 . 5Y)  l ightly pat in ated g lass. 
The neck i s  tapered. 2 4  mm. i n  d i am­
eter below the  fi n ish.  3 3  mm.  at  its 
m i d - po i nt. a n d  46 mm. at  its base. 
I t  is  80 mm.  h igh i nc lud ing  the 1 1  
mm.  h igh  f in ish .  The f in ish consists of 
an everted l i p  3.5 mm.  to 5 m m .  i n  
he ight a nd 2 8  m m .  t o  3 0  mm.  i n  
d iameter. a n d  a n  appl ied.  d own­
tooled stri ng  r im  5 mm.  to  7 mm.  h igh  



and  34 mm.  i n  d i ameter. O n  the whole 
the neck i s  wel l made a l though 
s l ig htly asymmetrica l  about the f i n ish. 

Aga i n  accord ing  to N oe l  H ume's 
typo logy ( 1 9 6 1  : 1 04 ) .  this type of 
neck a nd f in ish is  common to 1 740-60 
and wou ld  orig i na l ly have come from 
a bottle s im i l a r  to the i n i t ia led bottle 
d escribed a bove. 

N i ne other f in ish frag ments were 
fou nd and  a l l  have the same form and 
colour  as the neck described above. 
The l ip  he ig hts vary from 3 mm. to 
6 mm. ; stri ng  r im he ights from 5 mm. 
to 8 mm.  

Th i rteen push - u p  fragments exh ib i t  
characteristics wh ich  d isti ngu ish  
them from French bottle bases.  Al l  of 
the fragmen ts are of th ick. dark 01  ive 
green glass vary ing from 2 . 5 G Y  to 
2 . 5Y.  e ight  be ing 7 . 5Y. The fragments 
a ppear to be from bases s im i l a r  i n  
size a nd shape t o  t h e  base i n  F igu re 
1 2 . The push- ups a re wide a n d  round­
ed with evidence of sand pont i l  m arks. 
The base d i ameters. which cou ld  
on ly  be taken approx imate ly. fe l l  
between 1 00 mm.  and 1 20 m m .  These 
features a re ind icative of Eng l i sh  
rather than French m a nu facture .  

There is .  however. one base frag­
ment  of  o l ive g reen ( 7 . 5Y)  g l ass  from 
a very m ixed u n it in the west pa l isade 
and d itch trench which has a much 
smal ler base d i ameter. This specimen 
has a g lossy. orange-peel textured 
surface a n d  a cyl i ndr ica l  body. a 
pronounced basal  sag a nd a base 
d i a meter of approx i mately 90 m m .  
T h e  sma l le r  d i ameter a n d  more 
pronounced basa l sag suggest the 
bottle was ta l l  and sl im g iv ing  i t  a 
manufacturing date of 1 770-1 800 
( Noe l  H u me 1 9 6 1  : 1 05 ) .  a lthough 
th is  date is  not consistent with the 
occupation dates of the fort. 

Pharmaceutical Bottles 
Pharmaceuticals were sma l l .  mouth­
blown bottles or ph ia ls  which had a 
cyl indrical body ; short. cyl indrica l  
neck. a n d  a f langed l i p. The i r  bases 
were usua l ly con ical  or  s l ight ly domed. 
They were often "bottle" or emera ld 
green in colour and were common 
dur ing the first ha lf  of the 1 8th cen ­
tury. Although in  m a n y  cases the 
body shape remained the same these 
bottles were manufactured in c lear 
lead g lass after mid -century ( N oel 
H u me 1 969 : 42-43) due to restric­
t ions imposed by the government o n  
green g lass bottle manufacturers 
proh ib it ing them from man ufactur ing 
bottles of less than a s ix-ounce 
capacity (Wyatt 1 966  : 9 ) .  

On ly one poss ib le  example of this 
bottle type was recovered. a base 
fragment from the southwest bastion 
( F ig .  1 4) .  The glass is med ium green 
( l OG ) .  bubbled and s l ightly pat­
inated.  The conical push - u p  is  1 8  
mm. h igh and bears a g lass -t i pped o r  
r ing- shaped ponti l m a r k  2 1  mm. in  
d iameter. The base is  approxi mately 
50 mm. in d iameter with a wide. 
rou nded hee l .  There a re s igns  of wea r 
on the bearing surface. 
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Artifacts from 
the Post-Occu pation Period 

Artifacts from th is  period a re varied 
and inc lude l iquor  bottles. beer bottles. 
beverage bottles. a paneled bottle. 
food storage conta iners and tum-
blers .  There are on ly a few examples of 
each type ; nevertheless. a wide num­
ber of man ufactu r ing techniques are 
represented. 

Liquor Bottles 
Liquor bottles were fou nd i n  the north. 
south and west pal isade and d itch 
trenches and the proposed B rit ish 
officers' quarters. One bottle is  repre­
sented by a base- body fragment that 
has been made i n  a turn or paste 
mou ld .  The g lass. b lack in reflected 
l ight. is o l ive green (7 . 5Y) with a sh iny 
surface. The body is cy l i nd rical .  79 mm. 
in  d i ameter and  marked by horizontal 
striat ions from being tu rned i n  the 
mould .  I t  has a n  extant height of 1 33 
mm.  The base i s  79  mm. i n  d iameter 
and has a concave. t iered basal sur­
face. The t iers a re formed by smooth. 
fl attened ridges with d im in ish ing 
d i ameters. The central portion of the 
basal surface is  flat. 29 mm. in  d iam­
eter and  has a n  orange-peel texture. 
There a re no s igns  of wea r on the 
bea r ing surface. A sma l l .  i rregu lar  de­
press ion  occurs on the i nterior of the 
bottle at  the base- body j u nction .  This 
cou ld poss i b ly be a result  of carrying 
the bott le to the lehr upon a meta l rod 
inserted through the mouth of the 
bottle. Such a method. i l l ustrated by 
M oser ( 1 9 6 9  : Taf. 2 )  and  Kendrick 
( 1 968 : 1 68 )  cou ld easi ly cause a mark 
i n  the a rea of the base- body j u nction .  

S i nce there is  n o  pont i l  mark on th is  
bottle. i ts  ear l iest poss ib le date of  
man ufacture is  i n  the 1 8 50s (Scov i l l e  
1 948 : 1 7 ) .  Turn moulds. however. 



were popu lar  in the U n ited States in  
the  1 870s (Toulouse 1 9 69b : 5 3 2 )  and 
were used wel l  i nto the f i rst quarter of 
the 20th century d u ring  the g radua l  
change-over to automatic bottle ma­
ch i nes ( Davis 1 949 : 2 1 3- 1 4) .  

A second bottle i s  represented by a 
complete neck of g lossy, pale green 
( 2 . 5 G )  g l ass ( F ig .  1 5) .  I t  has been 
mouth blown in a mou ld and after re­
moval from the mou ld ,  f in ished by 
hand with the aid of a f in i sh ing too l .  
T he  neck is bu lged, 85  m m .  h i g h ,  2 7  
m m .  i n  d iameter below the f in ish ,  3 8  
m m .  a t  mid -neck and  3 6  m m .  at  its 
base. A pa i r  of fa int  vert ical  mou ld 
l ines bisect the neck end ing u n der the 
f in ish .  The f in ish ,  which is  2 5  mm.  
h igh ,  consists of  a f lat t ip 1 4  mm.  h igh  
and 30 mm. in  d iameter ; a down ­
too led string r im 6 mm.  h igh  and  30 
mm. in d iameter. and  a stopper-fi n ­
ished bore. 

Stopper f in ishes were des igned to 
accommodate stoppers and she l l  corks ; 
that is, p la in  g l ass stoppers with a tube 
of cork over the i r  shank. They were 
in use at least as early as 1 887 as they 
appear in the Whi ta l l ,  Tatum and Com­
pany cata logue of that year and  were 
probably used unt i l  the 1 9 20s when 
the standard ization of the contin uous 
thread closure made many types of 
closures uneconomica l  ( Lief 1 9 6 5 : 
2 6 ) .  A bottle of th is  type, ca l led a 
"sloe g in ,"  appears on page 2 2  of the 
Domin ion G lass Company's Bottlers' 
Glassware Catalogue No. 73 publ ished 
in  the 1 920s ( Rosewa rne: pers.  com m . ) .  

A th i rd bottle, a shoofly flask, i s  
represented by a neck ( F ig .  1 6 ) of 
g lossy pa le  b lue-green ( 2 . 5 B G )  g l ass. 
This bottle wou l d  have been manu­
factured in  the same fash ion as the 
previous bottle and is hand -fi n ished 
with a f lat l i p, down -tooled stri ng r im 
and stopper-fi n ished bore. The l ip is  
1 5  mm. h igh  and 28 mm. in  d ia meter, 
and the string rim is 7 mm. h igh  and 
24 mm. to 2 6  mm. in  d iameter. The 
neck i s  very short, 36 mm. h igh and 
bu lged, hav ing d i ameters of  24 mm. ,  
2 6  mm. ,  and 2 6  mm.  respectively. Two 
vert ical  mould l i nes bisect the neck 
end ing  a few mi l l imetres below the 
f in ish .  

The f in ish on th is  bottle is  much 
neater than the previous bottle, a fea ­
ture which suggests that the earl iest 
date of manufacture is 1 870, the date 
of the invention of the gas-f i red g lory­
hole ,  by wh ich more i ntense heat cou ld  
be  local ized on  the  neck whi le  it was 
being reheated to take the excess 
g lass for the f in ish (Toulouse 1 969b : 
534 ) .  A better weld was then poss ib le ,  
resu lt ing in  a more un iform f in ish .  The 
bottle may thus be dated from the 
years between 1 870 and the f i rst 
quarter of the 20th century when ma­
ch i ne-made bottles made up 90 per 
cent of the total bottle output in the 
U n ited States ( Davis 1 949 : 2 1 3 - 1 4) .  

Possibly a fourth and fifth bottle a re 
represented by a f in ish fragment and 
a body fragment both of sh iny, pa le  
green g lass. 

A sixth bottle, machine-made, is  
represented by three green (7 .5GY)  
body and  neck frag ments. The frag­
ments show evidence of  having been 
burned.  The body is  cyl indrical  and  
bubbled with a vertical mou ld  l i ne .  
The  neck  is bulged and has  a vert ica l  
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1 5  Hand-f in ished l iquor bottle neck with stopper­
f i n ished bore ( 1  E3C5-3) .  

16  Hand-f in ished shoefly flask neck with  stopper­
f i n IShed bore (1  El N l - 5 ) .  
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mou ld  l i n e  and its shadow (the b lank  
mou ld  l i n e )  a n  i nd icat ion of  machine 
manufacture. The bott le dates after 
1 903 when machines were first u sed 
for commerc ia l  produ ct ion of n a rrow­
mouthed ware ( Davis 1 949 : 208 ) .  

Two more fragments represent a 
seventh and  poss ib ly  a n  e ighth bottle. 
They a re from the rounded shou lder  of 
a mach ine -made a mber ( 5 Y R )  f lask 
dat ing after 1 903.  

Another f lask is  represented by a 
rounded shou lder  fragment .  Th is  f lask 
was mach ine-made and has a p u rple 
t int  resu lt ing from the u se of manga­
nese as a decolourizer, consequently 
p lac ing the manufacture of the flask 
between 1 903 a nd World War I .  after 
which manga nese was no longer read­
i ly  ava i l ab le  a s  its ma in  sou rce had 
been Germany (Tou lou se 1 969a : 534) . 

Beer Bottles 
Possib ly five beer bottles a re repre­
sented by fragments fou n d  ma in ly i n  
t h e  commandant's qua rters b u t  a lso in 
the n orth ,  south and  west pa l isade 
and  d itch trenches. 

One specimen ( F ig .  1 7 ) is  a p i nt­
sized lager-shaped beer bottle of g lossy 
green (5GY)  g l ass. It has been mouth­
blown i n  a mould and hand-f in ished . 
Marks on the base i nd icate that a base 
plate may have been i nserted i n  the 
mou ld . 

The body, exta nt to a height of 87 
mm. ,  and  the base a re 6 7  mm.  i n  d i ­
a meter. T h e  lower portio n  o f  t h e  body 
is  dotted with an orange-peel texture. 
No vertica l mou ld  l in es a re present on 
the body fragments ; however, there 
are two horizontal  ones in the basal  
a rea .  One encirc les the body-base 
ju nction ,  the other enc i rc les the basal 
cavity. Embossed rather crudely within 
the basa l  cavity i s  a n u m ber "53 . . .  " or  

"63 . . .  " placed in  a n  a rc over a n  em­
bossed, inverted tear d rop .  The n umber 
may refer to the mou ld n u mber whi le  
the tear d rop cou ld be the symbol of 
the company which made or used the 
bottle. The neck, extant to a height of 
72 mm., is  tapered with a sl ightly con ­
cave profi le .  I t  i s  vert ica l ly  striated a nd 
is bisected by two vert ical  mou ld l i nes 
which end u nder the f in ish.  I ts d i am­
eter at th i s  point is  25  mm.  wh i le  3 5  
mm. lower i t  is 34 mm.  T h e  f in ish 
consists of only a f lat l ip 2 1  mm. h igh 
and 28 mm. in  d iameter. I t  has been 
wel l  formed by a f in ish ing tool .  This i s  
the type o f  f in ish commonly associated 
with swi ng-type c losures, such as the 
Lightn ing stopper, which were be ing 
developed i n  the late 1 870s and ea rly 
1 880s ( Putnam 1 9 6 5 ; Lief 1 9 6 5 : 
1 5- 1 6 ) .  

The bottl ing of beer beca me ex­
tremely popular after Lou i s  Pasteu r's  
i nvention of pasteu rizat ion and study 
of fermentation in  the 1 870s ( L ief 
1 9 6 5 ; 1 5) .  S i nce this bottle is  hand­
made i t  is  reasonable to  p lace i ts  date 
of man ufacture in the period between 
the 1 880s and the first quarter of the 
20th century. 

Three other beer bottles may be 
represented by several turn -mou ld ed 
fragments in green glass .  Al l  have cy­
l i ndrical bodies and e longated shou l ­
ders ind icative of the lager  shape .  I t  is  
by thei r  shape and green colour  ( 5 G Y )  
that o n e  would suppose them t o  b e  
beer bottles. 

At least one mach ine- made beer 
bottle is  represented by fou r  amber 
(7 .5YR) fragments. I t  i s  a modern bot­
tle, the type having a rounded shoulder 
and cyl i ndrical body with a very short 
neck. 
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17 Neck and body of a hand - f in ished lager-shaped 
beer bottle (1 E3C5-4) .  
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Soda Bottles 
Soda bottles or soft d r ink  bottles n u m ­
b e r  at  least f o u r  represented b y  frag­
ments fou nd i n  the  northeast bastion. 
the north pa l isade and d itch trenches 
and  the proposed ba rracks. 

At least one example of a m i nera l  or 
soda water bottle i s  present. This spe­
cimen ( F ig .  1 8 ) consists of f ive neck. 
shoulder and  body frag ments in a 
typical  pale aqua ( 7 . 5 G )  g lass. The 
bottle has been b lown in a mould but 
i t  is d ifficult  to say whether by mouth 
or machine.  The neck is  striated and 
f lows into an  e longated shou lder. The 
cyl indrical body has been embossed by 
means of a remova ble letterplate 
which fits i nto the body of the mou ld 
( F ig .  1 4 ) .  The letter ing reads : A M H E R ST 

M I N ( ERAL WATER C O M PANY TAYLOR A N D  

TENNANT. PROP.] (Vienneau 1 96 9 : 2 3 ) .  
Taylor and Ten nant were soda and 

m ineral water man ufacturers i n  Am­
herst. Nova Scotia .  who operated from 
approximately 1 902 to 1 9 1 4  (Vien­
neau 1 9 69 : 36 ) . Th is  bottle was thus 
manufactured between these dates. 
possibly i n  a N ova Scotian g l asshouse 
such as the H u m phreys G lassworks 
which was in operat ion at Trenton. 
N ova Scotia. at th is  t ime ( Stevens  
1 9 67 : 62 ) .  

Two more fragments of  pa le  aqua  
(2 . 5BG)  g l ass  may  be from a soda 
water bottle. They a re from a cyl indrica l  
bottle that has been b lown in a mould 
e ither by mouth or machine.  

A th i rd bottle is  machine-made of 
clear g lass with f ine. regu lar  horizontal 
str iations. The body is  cyl indrical  and 
present to  a height of 1 05 mm. The 
shoulder a ppears to be elongated. 
whi le  the neck is  cyl i ndrical .  f lar ing 
towards its base to jo in  the shou lder. 
It has a crown f in ish with a l i p  26 mm.  
in  d i ameter and a string r im 28 mm. i n  
d i ameter. H orizontal m o u l d  l i nes en­
c i rc le the  ins ide edge of  the  l i p  and  
the  neck  2 mm.  below the  f i n i sh .  Ver­
tical mould l ines bisect the bottle. 
S i nce this bottle has been mach ine­
made.  i ts  date of man ufacture fa l l s  
somewhere after 1 903. 

Another mach ine-made bottle is 
represented by a crown finish. The 
g lass i s  clear and has a finely striated 
texture ind icative of its manufacture 
on a mach i ne. H orizontal mould l i nes 
enc i rc le the inside edge of the l ip and 
the neck 2 mm. below the f in ish .  Two 
vert ical  mould l i nes and the i r  shadows 
bisect the neck. The l i p  is  2 6 . 5  mm. i n  
d ia meter whi le the string rim i s  2 8 . 5  
mm.  i n  d ia meter. Embossed on the 
stri ng  r im are the letters " H I "  or "TH" 
if the fragment is  inverted. I t  is  not 
known what purpose these letters 
serve. The neck is  bulged beg inn ing at 
a point approximately 1 0 mm. below 
the f in ish .  

Paneled Bottles 
The on ly example of a paneled bottle 
from the s ite. a specimen which ap­
pears to be mach i ne-made of  pa le  
b lue-green ( 2 . 5 B G )  g lass. was found 
i n  the l a rge north pal isade and d i tch 
trench.  The fragment is  from a bottom 
corner of the body base and bears 
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parts of two recessed pane ls  separated 
by a cha mfered corner. On one pane l .  
read ing  d own the bottle. are the neatly 
embossed letters " . . .  TION

" i n  a n  u pper 
case. sans serifs face. A horizontal 
mou ld  l i n e  separates the body from 
the base just above the resti ng point .  
G lass d istri but ion in  the base i s  very 
u neven. and no marks a re present on 
the base. Paneled bottles date back to 
the 1 8 50s ( R osewa rne : pers. comm . ) ; 
however. as th is  bottle appears to have 
been mach ine-made it was probably 
man ufactured after 1 903.  The bottle 
was q u ite p robably f i l led with O r. 
P ierce's Favorite Prescript ion.  a popu­
la r  American remedy for  a variety of 
"female compla i nts" in troduced after 
the 1 870s (Wi lson & Wilson 1 97 1  : 70. 
1 3 2 )  and st i l l  ava i l ab le in New Bruns­
wick today. 

Miscellaneous Bases 
There a re five bases or base fragments 
be longing to th is  per iod which cannot 
be identif ied as to function .  

One fragment i s  from a pa le green 
( 2 . 5 G ) oval or  possibly k idney-shaped 
bottle fou n d  i n  the a rea of the pro­
posed barracks. I t  is  d ifficu lt to say 
whether i t  was mouthb lown o r  m a ­
ch ine- made.  A very fa int vert ical  
mould l i ne extends  down the body 
end ing  at the heel .  A flat bearing sur­
face enc i rc les a flat basal depress ion .  
A l l  of  the edges  on the fragment a re 
rounded. possibly from being burned.  

Another fragment from the sma l l  
north pa l isade and  d itch trench is  from 
a second base of pa le  turquoise ( 5 G )  
l i ghtly bubbled g l ass. The base i s  c ir­
cu la r. approximately 75 mm.  i n  d i am­
eter. Aga in .  i t  i s  d ifficu l t  to  determine 
whether i t  was mouth b lown o r  ma­
ch ine-made. The texture of the  g l ass 
wou l d  suggest mach ine  man ufacture. 



th us  dat ing it after 1 903 .  At the centre 
of the concave basal  surface is  a sym ­
bol  or trademark composed of five 
em bossed dots fo rm i n g  an X. A hor i ­
zonta l mou ld  l ine separates the body 
from the base. 

The last three bases a re all machine­
made and  a l l  therefore were manu­
factured after 1 903.  They each  have a 
s im i l a r  set of mou ld  l i nes : verti cal 
down the body, hor izontal around the 
base-body j u nct ion and c i rcu l a r  i n ­
s i d e  the bear ing surface. 

The fi rst of these i s  a heavy amber 
( 7 . 5 Y R )  base,  6 6  mm.  i n  d i ameter, 
from the northeast bastio n .  The basal 
surface i s  depressed but s l i ghtly con­
vex. At its centre i s  a very fa int  series 
of concentr ic c i rcles, the l a rgest of 
which is  21 mm.  in d i ameter. Encir­
c l ing th is  i s  an addit iona l  mould l i ne 38 
mm. in d i a meter, formed most l i kely 
by a base p l ate. 

The seco nd base, from the south­
west bast ion ,  i s  green ( 7 . 5 GY)  and  
81  mm.  i n  d i ameter. The  basa l surface 
is depressed, becoming  s l ightly convex 
at its centre. This base is p l a i n  and 
exhib its n o  embossed trademark .  

The last base,  a lso from the south­
west bast ion ,  i s  represented by a body 
base frag ment of c lear  g l ass.  It is  e ither 
from a n arrow cyl i ndr ica l  bott le or a 
f lask with rounded ends .  Enough of 
the basal surface is presen t  to show a 
flat rest ing point  enci rcl i n g  a concave 
depress ion .  

1 8  Body fragment from a n  embossed soda 
water bottle ( 1  E3Pl ·9) .  

19  Base and body fragment of  a Crown fruit  jar  
( 1 E 4 H l - 5 ) .  
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Food Storage Containers 1 9  

There a re a t  least three a n d  poss i bly 
four d ifferent types of food storage 
conta i ners recovered from the site. 
They inc lude a C rown fru it  jar and l id ,  

89 

, 
\ 
\ 
, 

a je l ly jar  and  two modern clear g lass 
jars with cont inuous thread fi n ishes. 

C rown fru it j a rs are un iquely Cana­
d i a n  (Tou louse 1 9 69a : 74 )  and were 
manufactured at severa l g lasshouses 
i n  Canada .  There are over 60 varia­
t ions of the crown emblem which a p ­
pears o n  t h e  body o f  t h e  jar  and  the 
l id  ( B i rd ,  B i rd and Corke 1 971 : 24-35)  

The  C rown fruit jar  from Fort G a spe­
reau was fou n d  in the commanda nt's 
quarters ( F ig .  1 9 ) .  It  consists of a base 
and 1 1  body fragments of shiny pa le 
green ( 2 . 5 G )  g lass mouth blown i n  a 
mou ld .  I ts body is cyl indrica l  and 1 01 
mm.  in d i ameter with an extant height 
of 7 5  mm.  Em bossed on the body 
40 mm. a bove the base i s  the word 
"CROWN" in u pper case letters with 
serifs. The crown emblem is repre­
sented on o n ly two smal l  fragments 
a lthough enough is  present to d is­
t ingu ish its rounded shape.  The heel, 
wide and rounded, jo ins  a footed base 
which is 79 mm. i n  d iameter. From 
the outside edge of the bearing surface 
an u neven, vertical mould l i ne extends 
up the body. With i n  the bear ing sur­
face is a convex depression 1 mm. to 
2 mm.  in he ight and 50 mm.  in d iam­
eter, beari ng  a l a rge embossed " B" 
and  its fa int  second impress ion caused 
when the sti l l  ma l leable g l ass was 
centred in the mould (Tou louse 
1 969a  : 5 3 7 )  



20 Outer seal Crown fruit jar l id.  
a face view and profile. 
b top view looking through glass at embossed 

emblem (1 E3B1 - 9 ) .  
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The end manufactu r ing date of th is 
jar  probably l ies between the years 
1 897 a nd 1 906. the period of tra n ­
s it ion from mouthblowing t o  the fu l l  
u s e  of automatic machi nery f o r  jars 
( B ird. B i rd and Corke 1 971 : 9 ) .  I t  
c o u l d  date as early as 1 867 when the 
first C rown jars a re bel ieved to have 
been made at the H ami lton G lass 
Works ( B ird. B i rd and Corke 1 971  : 
24) . A possi bi l ity exists. however. that 
the B on the base of the jar  s ign ifies 
the Bur l i ngton G lass Works. a com­
pany that made C rown jars and which 
was i n  operation from 1 87 5  to 1 909 
( Stevens 1 967 : xiv ) .  

F igure 20 i l lustrates a pressed g lass. 
outer seal fruit jar l id of pale turquoise 
(7 . 5 B G ) glass a l so found in the com­
mandant's qua rters. It may represent 
a second jar or may have been used 
on the jar j ust described . Lids were 
easi ly separated from their or ig ina l  
ja rs and  su bsequently were used and 
possibly d iscarded. as th is  one was. 
with other jars. 

The top of the lid. 72 mm. in d iam­
eter. i s  concave to a depth of  5 mm. 
so that i ts  inner  surface extends s l ight­
ly down ins ide the mouth of the jar 
( F i g .  20.a) . The inner surface bears 
an embossed angu lar  crown emblem 
known as a "ri ng"  type ( B ird. B i rd 
and Corke 1 97 1  : 2 6 ) .  The outer r im 
of the l id  has a downward projection 
designed to fit over the lip and come 
to rest on a bead or r ing on the neck 
of the ja r. Horizontal mould l i nes mark 
the i n ner  edge of the rim and the junc­
t ion between the r im and the top of 
the l i d .  
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This  style of crown emblem was 
manufactured by the North American 
G lass C ompany. the D iamond G lass 
Company and  the D iamond F l int  
G lass Company ( B i rd .  B i rd and C orke 
1 97 1  : 2 7 ) .  Their  combined operations 
cover the years from 1 883 to 1 9 1 3 . 

The second type of storage conta i n ­
e r .  a j e l l y  ja r. i s  represented b y  three 
fragments from the east pa l i sade trench.  
The j a r  i s  c i rcu l a r  i n  cross-section 
with a body tapering toward the base. 
I t  has a Phoenix f in ish  designed to 
take a metal l id .  Th is  f in ish consists 
of a p l a i n  l ip .  in th i s  case 5 m m .  h igh  
a n d  approximately 65 mm. i n  d i ameter. 
with a f lat projectio n  of g lass below 
it  1 0  mm. h igh and approxi mately 
70 mm. i n  d i a meter. "Ch i l l  wrin kles." 
or r ipp les. appear o n  the body just 
above the base. i nd icat ing the jar was 
pressed ( Rose 1 964 : 1 1 - 1 2 ) .  The 
bear ing surface i s  f lat and shows s igns 
of re - use. I t  enc i rcles a sha l low. con­
cave basa l d epression 3 mm. h igh .  
M o u l d  l i nes enci rc le the  i ns ide  edge 
of the l ip. the lower edge of the f in i sh 
a n d  possib ly the outer  edge of the 
basal d epressio n .  

T h e  ear l iest d ate of man ufacture of 
th i s  j a r  is  1 89 2  when the Phoenix 
c losure was i nvented ( L ief 1 9 65 :20) . 
A s im i l a r  ja r  appears i n  the Domin ion  
G lass Company's Packers' Glassware 
Catalogue No. l la ( p .  48) pub l i she 
sometime after 1 9 1 3 when the D o ­
m i n i o n  G lass Company w a s  i ncor­
porated. S i n ce the fragments have a 
purple t int  from the use of manganese 
as a d ecolou rizer. the jar must have 
been man ufactured before the end of 
World War I (Tou l ou se 1 969a : 534) . 

Two modern. machine-made ja rs of 
c lear  g lass a re represented by frag­
ments from the  south and  west pa l i -



sade a n d  d itch trenches. The fragments 
from the west trench have been 
bad ly bu rned ; however, an  embossed 
tr i ang le  enc los ing a f igure is  v is ib le  
on  the fragment. This may be the Con­
sumers G lass trademark wh ich  was 
not used unti l  1 9 1 7  (Stevens 1 9 6 7 : 
54) . F ragments from the south trench 
inc lude part  of the jar  f in ish ; a lug 
f in ish which is a var iat ion of the con­
t inuous thread f in ish .  Th is  ja r  was 
probab ly manufactured after 1 9 2 4  
when fin ish sizes were fina l ly sta n d ­
a rd ized ( Lief 1 9 6 5  : 2 7 ) . 

Tumblers 
One of three non- lead g lass tumblers 
recovered is  pressed clear g lass with 
a yel lowish tint. It was found in the 
a rea of the comma ndant's quarters. 
The body is c i rcu la r  i n  cross- sect ion ,  
wi th  a d i ameter of  7 8  mm.  at the l ip ,  
taper ing to  60 m m .  at  the base a n d  an  
over-a l l  he ight  of 9 8  mm.  The lower 
part of the body is  enc i rc led by a band 
of 1 8  rectangu lar  ind entations which 
are 2 5  mm. h igh  and approximately 
1 0  mm. wide.  The basal surface con­
s ists of a flat indentat ion  3 mm.  h igh  
and 47 mm.  in  d ia meter. A c i rcu la r  
mou ld  l i ne  s im i l a r  to a b l ank  mou ld  
l i ne appears off- centre o n  the basa l  
surface. 

The yel lowish tint in the tu mbler  
cou ld  be due to the presence of se­
len ium i n  the g l ass.  Selen ium was used 
as a d ecolou rizer in p lace of m a n -

ga nese after World W a r  I (Tou louse 
1 969a : 5 34) .  Tu mb lers s imi la r  to the 
above appea r i n  the Butler B rothers' 
Catalog No. 2233 ( n . p . )  from the year 
1 9 2 5  and the Domin ion G lass Com­
pa ny's Packers' Glassware Catalogue 
No. l 1 b (p .  7 1 ) .  

The second clear g lass tumbler is 
from the southwest bast ion. I t  has 
been pressed but has been neatly f ire­
pol ished so the exter ior surface i s  very 
shiny and smooth .  The tumbler is 
circular in cross-sect ion with a pattern 
of a lternating con cave panels approx­
imately 1 5 mm. wide and mitres 6 
mm. wide. The des ign does not con ­
t inue for the ful l  length of the tumbler. 
Attri but ing a specific date i n  this case 
is d iffi cu lt ; however, the tumbler is  
most l i kely of modern manufacture. 

The th i rd tumbler, also of c lear  
glass, is  represented by a r im fragment 
from the proposed ba rracks. The l ip is  
approximately 6 5  mm.  in  d ia meter 
and has been fire - po l ished . The body 
appears to have a cyl i ndrica l  shape.  
Once aga in it is d ifficu lt  to date such 
a tumbler but it i s  most l i kely repre­
sentative of the 20th century. 
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U nidentified Artifacts 

This chapter deals with those objects 
which cannot be positively identified 
as to function or body form due to 
their fragmenta ry condit ion .  

Flat-Sided Vessels 
Ten flat body fragments varying i n  
colour from green t o  o l ive green 
( 5GY - 1  OY) were recovered from the 
commandant's quarters. the southeast 
bastion and the magasin des vivres. 
At least five d ifferent vessels a re 
represented. One group of green 
( 5GY) fragments is much more 
heavily patinated and more densely 
bubbled than the others .  Three other 
fragments have the beg i n n ing  of a 
rounded corner. These fragments 
could eas i ly represent case or g i n  
bottles. popular  i n  E n g l a n d  in  t h e  1 8th 
century ( Noel H u me 1 9 6 1  : 1 06 ) .  

Another f lat-s ided bottle i s  rep ­
resented b y  s i x  green ( 1  O G Y )  frag­
ments from the magasin des vivres 
and the commandant's quarters. The 
bottle was mouthblown i n  a mould 
result ing i n  a square or recta ngu la r  
body with s l i ghtly concave chamfered 
corners a pproximately 1 2  mm.  wide. 
The g lass is  u n pat inated. seed -bub­
bled and q u ite th in .  Noth ing  can be  
sa id  at t ime  of  writ ing rega rd i ng its 
function. cou ntry of orig i n  or t ime of 
manufacture. 

Bottles 
The fi rst of two bottles i s  represented 
by a fi n ish fragment of decomposed. 
very densely bubbled o l ive green 

( 1 0Y) g lass from the commandant's 
quarters. The l ip has been cracked off 
and  the string rim appl ied so close to 
the top of the l i p  that the l i p  height 
can not be measured . The str ing r im is  
genera l ly rounded with some excess 
g lass below it i nd icating that it was 
roughly tooled. It has an approximate 
d iameter of 30 mm. and varies in 
height from 4 mm. to 9 mm. Bubbles 
i n  the neck are elongated and s lant 
upward to the left. 

Th is  f in ish does not correspond to 
the French or Engl ish styles d iscussed 
earlier but on the basis of its style a nd 
man ufacturing technique.  the frag­
ment probably be longs to a bottle 
man ufactu red in the 1 8th century. 

The second bottle is represented by 
a base fragment from the northeast 
bastion of l ight green ( 1 0GY) glass 
that is densely seed-bubbled. As o n ly 
a smal l  portion of the base is present. 
its shape cannot be determi ned. I t  is. 
however. pushed up and bears the 
rema ins of a g lass-tipped ponti l .  The 
g l ass i s  s im i lar to that attr ibuted to 
French man ufacture of the 1 8th 
century ; however. l ittle else can be 
said about it. S ince a pontil mark is 
present. the bottle was probably 
man ufactu red before the 1 8 50s. 

Clear Glass Vessels 
The first vessel. possi bly a smal l  tum­
bler. is  represented by a r im fragment 
found  i n  the northeast bast ion .  The 
sh iny. n o n - lead glass has a yel lowish 
t int and i s  f i l led with horizonta l ly or i­
ented seed bubbles. The l i p  has been 
fire-pol ished and is  approximately 70 
mm. i n  d iameter. As th is  fragment i s  
made of  non- lead g lass it cou ld  poss i ­
b ly  relate to  the French period of 
occupat ion of the fort. 
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Among a l l  the clear g lass fragments 
fou n d  at the site. on ly  five sma l l  frag­
ments were of  lead g lass.  They i nc lude  
a smal l  r im  fragment wi th  a f i re ­
pol ished l i p  and  a fragment that may 
be from the base of a stemware bowl.  
U n fortunately the fragments a re too 
sma l l  to be of any va lue  in deter­
m i n i ng the i r  vessel shapes.  I t  may be 
s ign if icant that they were all recovered 
from the commandant's quarters. If 
they re late to the periods of Europea n 
occupati o n  they are most l i kely from 
vessels of Eng l i sh  man ufacture as 
the French produced no lead g lass 
unt i l  l ate i n  the 1 8th century (Scovi l l e  
1 9 68 : 44) . 



Conclusions and Discussion 

The g lassware from Fort Gaspereau 
accurately reflects its m id - 1 8th -cen­
tury European occupation but the 
fragmentary condit ion of the artifacts 
and the i r  relatively smal l  n u mbers 
render the site less helpful than had 
been hoped as an a id  i n  the i nterpreta­
tion of other s ites. In addit ion ,  p lough­
ing at the fort site i n  the 1 9 30s ca used 
the d ispersion of period a rtifacts 
throughout the turf and occupation 
layers. Nevertheless, the author fee ls  
that the b lue-green g lass bottles and 
"flower-pot" shaped bottles a re of 
French manufacture and therefore 
concludes that these bottles represent 
types which one can expect to find o n  
other French colon i a l  s ites i n  C a nada 
and the Un i ted States. These bottles 
a re also concrete exa mples of the two 
g lassma king tradit ions in  France dur ­
i ng the  1 8th century : the  p roduction 
of common b lue-green g l ass from 
wood-fired furnaces and da rker o l ive 
g reen from coal -f i red fu rnaces. A th i rd 
type of g l ass owes its presence on the 
s ite to the French but is  not n ecessar i ly 
of French man ufacture. The clear non­
lead g lass pattern -mou lded tumblers 
described previously wou l d  have been 
brought to Fort Gaspereau by the 
French and, as fragments of these tum­
blers a re present i n  s ign if icant n u m ­
bers i n  the southwest bastion as we l l  
as the commandant's qua rters i t  wo uld 
seem that they were used by the en l ist­
ed men as well as the French officers. 

The dearth of glass a rtifacts from 
the proposed barracks and the p ro­
posed B rit ish officers' qua rters seems 
to ind icate these b u i ld ings  were never 
constructed, S ince the concentrat ion 
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of both F rench and  Engl ish g l ass oc­
curs i n  and around  the commandant's 
qua rters and the northeast and south­
west bastions it would appear as 
though the Engl ish officers used exist­
ing bu i l d i ngs d u ring  thei r res idence at 
Fort G aspereau .  Th is  wo uld seem to 
be a practical  so lut ion s ince they occu­
p ied the fort for on ly a year before 
destroying it. To further support th is  
idea,  bu rned g l ass resu lt ing f rom the 
destruction of the fort i s  i n  evidence in 
over 70 excavat ion un its with the 
greatest concentrations bei ng in  two 
adjacent u n its with i n  the comma n ­
da nt's qua rters. M ost o f  t h e  fragments 
were too burned to be identif ied, but 
a few bottle fragments of Eng l i sh  
man ufacture cou ld  be recogn ized . 

U se of the fort site after the m iddle 
of the 1 9th centu ry is  a lso ind icated 
by the recovery of glassware from this 
per iod.  I t  too was found in  both layers, 
a resu l t  of p lough ing ,  but to a m uch 
lesser degree in the occupation layer. 

The presence of burned 20th -century 
glass in the west pa l isade and d itch 
trench probably i nd icates the use of 
the s ite as a p icn ic  area in this century. 
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Commissioners 
of the Yukon, 
1 897-1 91 8 

by Edward F. Bush 



Abstract 

After a brief d escription of the open ing  
of  the  Yukon Territory and  the  i nstitu­
t ion of territor ia l  government. the ten­
ures in  office a nd characters of each of 
the commissioners o r  ch ief executives 
a re traced in turn aga inst the back­
gro u nd of the pol it ics and socia l  l ife of 
the period.  The abol i t ion of the office 
of commissioner and  re- orga n ization 
of the territor ia l  government i n  M arch 
1 91 8  is fo l l owed by a sketch of post-
1 91 8  Yukon h i story up to the t ime of 
the transferral of the terri tor ia l  capital 
from Dawson to Whitehorse in 1 9 54. 
An appen d ix l i sts the n ames of the 
commissioners and succeed ing chief 
executives from 1 89 7  to 1 966 .  

T h e  Last Frontier 

Although S i r  John Frank l i n  explored 
the Arctic coast border ing the Beaufort 
Sea i n  1 82 5 ,  the first wh ite man to i n ­
vestigate t h e  remote and  rugged terr i­
tory of the Yukon was John MacLeod 
who, i n  1 834, fo l lowed the L iard R iver 
into the southern Yukon. Another 
early explorer to penetrate to the i nte­
rior of th is a rea was Robert Campbell : 
in the years 1 842 -48, he travel led the 
Yu kon downstream to its confl uence 
with the Porcup ine  where later ( 1 847 ) 
the H udson's B ay Company bui l t  a 
trading post, Fort Yukon. 

For a t ime the fur trade dominated 
the scene. The territory at th is period 
was a part of the vast domains of the 
H udson's Bay Company, which by 
this t ime control led much of the h i nter­
l and  of B rit ish North Ameri ca. Fur  
rather than gold was the staple prod­
uct of the region at mid -century, a l ­
though as early as 1 8 5 3  R obert Camp­
bel l  knew that there was gold to be 
found a long the Yu kon and Pel ly rivers. 
The d iscovery of gold was to awaken 
the Yukon from its long sleep, and by 
the late n ineties i t  wou ld be a house­
hold word from Chancery Lane to the 
a nt ipodes. 

In 1 870, with the ce lebrated transfer 
of the extensive H udson's Bay Com­
pany ho ld ings and the trade monopoly 
which inc luded the Yukon, the terri­
tory became an adjunct of the u n i n ­
habited and  partia l ly  explored N orth­
West Territories, ranging from the head 
of the la kes to the Pacific s lope and 
from the i nternationa l  boundary to the 
Arctic seas. 
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I t  was i n  the decade of the 1 870s 
that the tr iumvirate of AI  M ayo, Leroy 
N a poleon McQuesten a n d  Arthu r  
H a rper, later jo ined b y  J oseph Ladue, 
estab l i shed a cha i n  of tra d i ng posts 
a l ong  the Yukon,  generous ly grub­
sta k ing prospectors i n  thei r  q uest for 
gold .  By 1 86 6  some 200 m i ners had 
penetrated the territory via the C h i l koot 
Pass, fan n i n g  out to explore the many 
tr ibutaries of the Yukon.  P ierre Berton 
i n  his Klondike : The Life and Death of 
the Last Great Gold Rush asserts that 
without th is  cha i n  of trad ing  posts 
there could have been no go ld- rush ; 
that th is  practical a nd uti l ita r ian pre­
l i m i n a ry was a basic req u isite for the 
stampede which was to fol low in l ittle 
more than a decade. 

The i nflux of prospectors, m i ners 
and  ca mp fol lowers by 1 89 5  i n duced 
the Canad ian  government to take its 
f i rst step to secure its sovere ig nty and  
to  provide fo r  the  admin i strat ion of 
what had so recently been a wi lder­
ness. In J u ne of 1 8 9 5 ,  I n spector Con­
stant ine of the  North -West M o u nted 
Pol i ce was despatched to the Yuko n  
with a d etachment of 20 m e n  to up­
ho ld  Canad ian  sovere ignty a n d  ma in­
ta i n  l aw and  o rder i n  what  was q u ickly 
becoming  a ro l l ick ing m i n i n g  camp, 
a nd to oversee and  issue trad ing  per­
m its to the two commerc ia l  compan ies 
o perat ing i n  the reg ion ,' the North 
American Transportat ion and Trad ing  
Company a n d  the  Alaska Commerc ia l  
Compa ny, both of which were Ameri­
can concerns. Constant ine had to be a 
jack of a l l  trades. He represented i n  
h i s  own person a l l  the departments o f  
government ; a s  wel l  he w a s  domin ion  
l ands  agent. col lector of  customs and  
ch ief a n d  so le  mag istrate. S o  mu l t i ­
fa r ious a nd onerous were the d ut ies 
p i l ed on h im that he could n o  longer 



attend to them and  act effect ively in  
command of the N orth -West M o unted 
Pol ice detachment. On C onsta nt i ne's 
u rgent entreaty, Thomas Fawcett was 
d espatched to the territory to ta ke 
over the increas ing ly demand ing d uties 
of l a n ds a n d  m i nes a d l n i n i strat ion ,  
a rriv ing  at Dawson o n  1 5  J u ne 1 8 97 .  

With the inf lux Canada co u ld  afford 
to waste no time in asserting  her sov­
ereignty over the territory, so soon to 
dominate the head l i nes throughout the 
world .  In 1 89 5 ,  a su rveyor of h igh  
repute, Wi l l i am O g i lv ie ,  d est ined to  
become the  territory 's  second com­
miss ioner, was sent  by fed eral author­
ity to comp lete his su rvey of the 1 41 st 
merid i an  from where he had left off i n  
1 888 .  T h i s  w a s  t h e  l i ne  agreed o n  t o  
constitute t h e  i ntern at iona l  boundary 
on the west. 2 It was as wel l  that th is 
precaut ion was taken, for it read i ly  
became a pparent  that  many of  the 
newcomers fancied that the K lond ike 
lay i n  American territory, a fa l lacy 
which newspapers on the "outside" 
perpetuated by referr ing to the riches 
of the K lond ike as "Alaskan go ld ."  

Almost a year  to  the day from the 
g reat strike, by proclamat ion dated 1 6 
Aug ust 1 897 ,  the Yukon was const i ­
tuted a d istrict o f  the North -West 
Territories, reflecti ng  no doubt the 
feverish development a l ready in  trai n .  
T h e  year previous ly Dawson, o n  the 
right ban k of the Yukon R iver at the 
confluence of the K lond ike, cons isted 
of a store a nd trad ing  post with at­
tached sha nty esta b l i shed by J oseph 
Lad ue.  With the then cu rrent popu la­
t ion,  estimated at 5,000 expected to 
treble by the next seaso n ,  the C a n a -

d ian  government thought it well to 
appoint a ch ief executive officer with 
the t it le of commissioner, vested with 
ful l authority over al l govern ment off i ­
c ia ls  (except the  judge of the  Su­
preme Court of  the  North -West Terr i ­
tories) and the  North -West Mou nted 
Pol ice 3 The commissioner was to be 
appointed by Governor in Counc i l ,  and  
was to  be  assisted by  a s ix-member 
appoi ntive counc i l .  H i s powers were 
extensive : a l though h is  admin istrat ion 
was subject to the G overnor in  Counc i l  
o r  the M i n i ster of  the I nte r ior, the 
commissioner held authority over a l l  
federal off ic ia ls i n  the territory (with 
the except ion of the chief justice) , 
"with power to remove, suspend or 
supersede any offi c ia l ,  pend ing the 
action of the M i n ister under whose 
Department such off ic ia l  is  employed ." 
Continu ing, " H e should a lso be p laced 
in fu l l  command of the North -West 
Mou nted Pol ice Force, and the officers 
of the Force shou ld receive their  i n ­
structions from h im a n d  obey any 
orders that may be issued by h i m."4 
These recommendat ions were con­
tai ned in  a report of a committee of 
the Privy Counci l ,  approved 1 7  August 
1 897 by the Governor Genera l .  

The com missioner's executive a u ­
thority was shared with the cou n c i l ,  
and compr ised such fu nctions as d i ­
rect taxat ion,  esta b l ishment o f  a terr i ­
torial c iv i l  service, admin istrat ion of 
prisons and mun ic i pal i nstitut ions, 
l i cens ing of shops and saloons (of 
which there were to be many i n  Daw­
son ) ,  solemn ization of marriage, prop­
erty and c iv i l  r ights, admin istration of 
justice, education and the expenditure 
of appropriations .5  Representative 
government was not considered at the 
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outset both because of the very recent 
organ ization of the territory and the 
l a rgely a l ien  populat ion which had 
flocked thereto. The lack of demo­
cratic process was, however, to be­
come a conte nt ious and h igh ly-charged 
issue with in  a very few years 

James Morrow Wa/sh 
The cho ice of the select committee 
of the Privy Counc i l  for the Yukon's 
f i rst commiss ioner6 fe l l  on J a mes 
Morrow Walsh, a 5 6-yea r-old,  ram­
rod- stra ight  veteran of  the  renowned 
North -West Mounted Pol ice, who 
had fi rst won fame in his sk i l led and 
courageous hand l ing of the S itt ing 
Bul l  i ncurs ion i n  1 8 76, tak ing the 
surrender of the fugitive wa rr ior and 
3 ,000 of h is  fo l lowers. Born in  1 841 , 
in Prescott, an attractive l i ttle town 
on the upper St. Lawrence in what 
was then kn own as Canada West, the 
son of Lewis Walsh and E l izabeth 
Morrow Walsh, J a mes was raised in 
the Presbyter ian persuas ion .  F i rst 
having seen active service at the t ime 
of the Fen ian raids, Wa lsh was wel l ­
equ ipped fo r a posit ion o f  h igh re­
spons ib i l ity with the newly created 
sem i - m i l itary mounted consta bulary, 
ta k ing charge of the crit ical Cyprus 
and Wood M ounta i n  d i strict nea r the 
i nternat iona l  boundary. In 1 879 he 
was credited with prevent ing S itting 
Bul l  from attacking Genera l  M i les by 
means of a dar ing sortie across the 
boundary. A stri k ing ly handsome man 
of m i l i tary bear ing with a good head 
of ha i r  and luxur iant moustache, 



Walsh d id not bel ie the confidence 
reposed in h im i n  taking charge of a 
territory which gave every ind ication 
of fo l lowing the lawless way of the 
American West. Al ready by 1 897,  last 
year's general store and sha nty had 
mushroomed i nto a sprawl ing  tent 
and shanty town of 5,000 souls, and 
th is  was just the beginn i ng .  

Wa lsh had res igned from the  force 
in 1 88 3  to enter bus iness, but re­
joined its ran ks in 1 897 a nd was 
appointed super intendent of po l ice 
and commiss ioner  of the Yuko n  
Jud ic ia l  D i strict t h e  f i rst o f  seven to 
hold that office in the course of the 
next 1 1  years .  Cur ious ly enough,  
Walsh's commiss ion,  app roved by the 
Governor G eneral  o n  1 7  August 1 897 
(one yea r to  the  day from Ca rmack's 
sensat ional  strike i n  the Klond ike) 
mis-quoted h is  Ch rist ian name : 

The undersigned [Comm ittee of the 
Privy Counci l ]  would therefore rec­
ommend that John [s ic] M. Walsh of 
the town of Brockville, province of 
Ontario, be appointed Chief Executive 
Officer of the Government in the Yukon 
Territory, and that he shall be known 
as the Commissioner of the Yukon 
Territory. .. his appointment shall take 
effect from and after the 1 5th day of 
August, 1897, and he shall receive a 
salary at the rate of $5,000 per annum 7 
(Walsh was a lso to be saddled with 
the su pervis ion of customs and of the 
mai l  service, which with the inf lux 
of human ity i n  the summer of 1 89 8  
was rendered well n ig h  chaotic .)  A 
few months later, 1 3  D ecember 1 897 ,  
Thomas Fawcett. the recently ap­
poi nted gold commissioner, reported 

1 James Morrow Walsh. (Public Archives of Canada.) 
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the non -existence of any m u n ic ipa l  
organ ization and  the d readed ap­
pea ra nce of typho id  i n  the  camp with 
the d i re l i ke l ihood of an ep idemic the 
fo l lowing summer B Og i lv ie ,  the future 
Yukon commissioner, reported that 
go ld-du st at  $1 7 per troy o u nce was 
the accepted med i u m  of exchange 
and  that  what I ittle cu rrency there 
was in c i rcu lat ion was for the most 
part American .9 With the territory and 
i ts  booming cap i ta l  ( i f  such it cou ld 
be termed at th is  date) i n  th is  par lous 
cond i t ion ,  its f i rst commissioner,  
M ajor Walsh,  though he departed 
Ottawa vested with fu l l  authority on 
23 September 1 897 ,  was fated to 
reach his desti nat ion o n ly by 21 M ay 
the fo l lowing spr ing .  Walsh spent but 
a few months in that frenetic summer 
of 1 89 8  i n  Dawson ,  but  it was suff i ­
c ient to m a ke h i s  mark.  

Led by C l ifford S ifton ,  M i n ister of 
the I nter ior, the offic i a l  pa rty received 
much pub l i city a l o n g  the route. I t  
i n cl uded J ustice M c G u i re o f  the 
S u preme Court .  F .  C .  Wade to act as 
crown prosecutor ( presumab ly he 
wou ld not be id le ) ,  C a pta i n  H. A.  B l iss, 
accounta nt. m i nes i nspectors Capta i n  
H .  H .  N o rwood and  J .  D .  M c G regory, 
D ufferin Pattu l lo ,  Walsh 's  private sec­
retary, a nd Phi l ip Walsh  in  charge of 
I nd i a n s  and  tra n sport. Accompanying 
the pa rty as fa r as Dyea at the head 
of the Lyn n  Canal ,  whence the pa rty 
wo u ld  proceed to the interi or  v ia  the 
C h i l koot Pass, were Wi l l i am O g i lv ie,  
serv ing  at the t ime as astronomer and 
surveyor ; W F .  King, ch ief astro nomer ; 
G .  R .  M axwe l l .  M . P . for Vancouver ; 
A. J .  M a g u rn ,  a correspondent for the 
Toronto Globe ; Reverend R. M. D ickie 
(fo u nder of the Presbyter ian C h u rch 
at Lake Bennett) ; D .  Stewart of Van­
couver, and one D r. Ca rruthers of Ed in -

burgh .  The  expedit ion,  for  so  it must 
be termed, was g iven a tumultuous 
welcome on de-tra i n i ng  at Va ncouver 
on 1 October. 

The fol lowing day, the exped it ion 
set forth from Vancouver aboard the 
Ouadra for the passage up the coast. 1 O  
The Ouadra, 2 6 5  tons net register, a 
1 7 5 -foot. stee l - h u l led ,  schooner­
rigged vessel. was wel l - laden on the 
ra iny voyage north . Seventy-e ight sled 
dogs, 2 5  sleds, fou r  months' rat ions 
for 60 men plus 6 weeks' rations for 8 
men, a fu l l  complement of Winchester 
carb ines and Enfi e ld revolvers, two 
Gat l ing guns  and 5,000 rounds of am­
mun it ion f i l led the  holds .  The inad­
equate cab in  accommodation and  the 
inc lemency of the weather must have 
made the ship's a rrival at Skagway on 
8 October after s ix days in  passage 
a welcome event. The expedit ion had 
a nt ic ipated that sufficient provis ions 
had been packed over the pass to en­
ab le it to proceed at o nce to Dawson ; 
th is ,  however, had not been done. "  

The pa rty found very l ittle i n  the way 
of rel i able information on the condit ion 
of the White and the C h i l koot passes, 
and so they reconnoitered both, as­
cend ing the Ch i l koot and retu rn ing  via 
the White to Skagway. 
The Skagwav trail is all that it has been 
described to be, such a scene of havoc 
and destruction as we encountered 
through the whole length of the White 
Pass can scarcelv be imagined Thou­
sands of pack horses lav dead along 
the wav, sometimes in bunches under 
the cliff with pack saddles and packs 
where theV had fallen from the rocks 
above, sometimes in a tangled mass, 
filling the mudholes and furnishing 
the onlv footing for ol)r poor pack an-

101 

imals on the march - often, I regret to 
sav, exhausted but still alive, a fact that 
we were unaware of until after the 
miserable wretches turned beneath the 
hoofs of our cavalcade. The eveless 
sockets of the pack animals everv­
where accounted for the mvriad of 
ravens all along the road The inhu­
manitv which this trail has been wit­
ness to, the heart-breaking sufferings 
which so manv have undergone, cannot 
be imagined TheV certain IV cannot be 
described' 2 

Return ing to their  base at Skagway 
on 1 9  October 1 897,  Walsh found 
that  most of  the i r  supp l ies  had been 
packed over the passes. He therefore 
despatched an advance pa rty to Daw­
son the same day and a second five 
days l ater. Before leaving Skagway, 
Walsh appoi nted Capta in  Z. T. Wood 
of the North-West Mou nted Pol ice 
comma ndant of the whole reg ion from 
the internationa l  boundary on the 
south at the 60th para l le l  to Fort 
Se lk i rk at the j u ncture of the Pelly and 
Yukon rivers i n  the north . 

Sett ing forth h i mself for Dawson,  
Walsh  reached the  summit  of  the  C h i l ­
koot Pass, 3 .498 feet above sea level ,  
on 28 O ctober, arr iving at Lake Linde­
mann that even ing  soaked to the sk in 
through the ford ing of streams en 
route. On 2 N ovember, peri lously late 
in the season, Walsh set off down the 
river from Ben nett. By 1 3 November 
the thermometer had dropped to 8 
degrees below zero Fahrenheit : the 
sun, Walsh recorded, appeared over 
the mounta i ns  about ten in the morning 
to d isappear shortly after th ree in mid­
afternoon. I ce ca kes of ever increas ing 



2 Commission e r  Walsh and staff. 1 898. L eft to right : 
Capt. Bliss. T. D. Pattullo. Comm. Walsh. F. C. Wad e .  
J. D. MacGregor. Capt. Norwood. (Public Archives 
of Canada.) 
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s ize and  menace appea red i n  the river. 
On 1 7  N ovember, at  a po int  a dozen 
miles beyond the confl uence of the 
B ig Sa l mon,  co l l i s ion with an ice jam 
resu lted in  the drown i n g  of one man 
and  the loss of more than a ton of pro­
vis ions .  The nearest po int  of supply, 
Fort S ifton (Tag ish)  lay 1 7 6 m i les 
d ista nt.1 3 

The con d it ion of the river and  the 
depleted state of the i r  supp l ies de­
cided Walsh to winter o n  the ba n ks of 
the Yukon.  Walsh's party inc luded h is  
brother P h i l ip ,  B l iss, Pattu l l o, and  two 
I nd i ans .  By N ovember 30 the mercury 
had p lunged to 58 below zero ! The 
rest of the expedit ion was stru ng out  
at var ious po ints a long the Yukon.  
Rat ions were short. but  d epots and 
shelters were set  u p  at i nterva ls  a long 
the river. 

His fa i l u re to reach D awson by 
freeze- u p  was, of course, a d isappoint­
ment to Walsh,  but the enfo rced de lay 
was n ot wasted . 
Situated half way between Dawson 
and Dyea I have been in a position to 
meet daily large numbers of the people 
coming over the trail from the gold 
districts, to ascertain from them the 
causes of the famine, the conditions of 
the people, the difficulties of trans­
portation as affecting the food ques­
tion, and their opinion upon all ques­
tions affecting mines and mining and 
as to the nature of the regulations 
which would prove most satisfactory 
and at the same time effective. 1 4  

Walsh concluded that the pr ime es­
sent ia l  o n  the K lond i ke was a n  ade­
q uate food supply ; there wou l d  a lways 
be the foo lhardy o nes who wou ld  set 
out with i n adequate supp l i es and  
short rat ions o n  the  off-chance of  
stri k ing i t  r ich i n  the  go ld -f ie lds .  Po l ice 
posts shou ld  be estab l i shed at 3 5 - mi le  

i nterva ls  a long the  Yukon ,  each 
staffed by four  or five constables ; 
each post was to be suppl ied with a 
good boat. three tents, a double set of 
cooking and heat ing utens i ls, a dozen 
axes, a ha l f-dozen shovels and some 
fish nets. Once these posts were es­
tabl ished, the territory could be po­
l iced easi ly.  A good mai l  service should 
receive immediate attent ion.  F i rst a id 
would be avai lable at the posts. 

I n  the l ight of subsequent events, 
Walsh's recommendat ions concern ing  
the pol ic ing of  the  territory a re  of  p r i ­
mary i nterest. 
I would also recommend that the men 
required for service in this country be 
not drawn from the North- West 
Mounted Police force. I find them un ­
suitable for the work that is to be done. 
They are neither boatmen, axemen, nor 
are they accustomed to winter bush 
life, three of the first qualifications for 
service here.1 5 

Rather, experienced bush men and  
rivermen, for example from the  Ottawa 
val ley reg ion,  should be recruited, be 
g iven a l ittle pol ice tra in ing  and p l aced 
under the command of a young and  
competent Nort-West Mounted Pol ice 
officer, with his subord inates drawn 
from the ran ks of the m i l it ia .  Walsh's 
d iscount ing of the Mounted Po l ice, 
consideri ng his long experience o n  the 
G reat P la ins  with the force and its sub­
sequent mag n ificent record i n  the 
Yukon Territory, is indeed a cur ious 
phenomenon, for i t  was not as if the 
commissioner were unfa m i l i a r  with the 
force. I t  goes without say ing that the 
excel lent name earned by the pol ice 
on the P la ins, a lbeit to suffer a tem­
porary ecl i pse in the course of the 
Northwest Rebe l l ion ,  was amply con -

103 

f i rmed in the Yukon ; but one commis­
sioner had nothing but the h ighest 
pra i se fo r the force which made of the 
explosive K lond i ke a model m in ing 
camp, without precedent for the ab­
sence, re latively speak ing,  of  serious 
crime. Perhaps Walsh revised his 
op in ion  of the scarlet-coated force be­
fore his death some seven years after 
leaving the K lond ike. 

I t  was Walsh who ins isted that the 
pol ice at  Lake Bennett and Tagish 
ensure that every entrant to the terri­
tory carry with him a year's supply of 
food. This i mposed a considerable 
burden on the stampeders, many of 
whom were city dwellers of sedentary 
occupat ion,  un used to heavy manual  
exertion over susta ined periods. But 
the reg u lat ion undoubted ly saved 
many from starvation .  Those who 
could not meet the requ i rement were 
den ied entry to the territory. As Walsh 
wrote i n  his report in  the fa l l  of 1 897 
whi le sti l l  on the  tra i l  h imself : " Food 
i s  the first of a l l  questions .  I t  is the 
most im porta nt question with which 
the country has to deal. . . . There is no 
year s i nce min ing operations com­
menced here, that the country has 
had a fu l l  and sufficient supply of 
provis ions ." 1 6  

I n  the same report. Walsh pointed 
out the d es i rab i l ity of Canada ga in ing 
access to t idewater, a design that  has  
been frustrated in  the reg ion.  He fore­
saw that gold would be the pr incipal  
product of the territory for some years 
to come - most of which would f ind 
its way to American coffers, for at the 
t ime of the go ld- rush as many as fou r  



in five of the sta mpeders were Amer­
ican ; and unt i l  the early years of the 
present century, Americans pre­
dominated in  Dawson to such a 
degree that the Fourth of J u ly took 
precedence over Domin ion Day. 
Though Canada wou ld  take its to l l  
of the  go ld  production by means  of a 
h igh ly unpopular  royalty, Walsh 
recommended that Canada secu re the 
trade connected with the go ld- rush .  
" I f  we lose the trade connected with 
the gold rush then we might better 
g ive up the whole territory rather tha n  
t o  shou lder t h e  costs o f  government 
and development."1 7 

Walsh f ina l ly arrived in Dawson on 
2 1  May 1 89 8 : he was to stay in  the 
burgeon ing m in ing  town close under  
the Arctic C i rcle less  than three 
months. The commissioner had been 
crit ic ized by some fo r his delay in 
reach ing the Klond ike, but a comb i ­
nat ion of  circu mstances had indeed 
conspired to h i nder h is  progress or 
keep to any sort of schedule .  H is fi rst 
action on arrival was to impose a 
royalty of 1 0  per cent on gold output, 
in order that Canada,  with i n  those 
boundaries the territory u ndoubted ly 
lay, should rea l ize some return from 
the gold-fields. On the other hand ,  
Walsh rejected the  proposal that 
a l iens ( in those days non- B r it ish 
subjects) be banned from m i n i n g  
activity, as indeed they were i n  the 
U n i ted States. A much larger popu la ­
t ion  than  Canada  cou l d  poss ib ly 
supply wou l d  be needed for the fu l l  
development of  the  vast  territory. 
Walsh saw no objection to government 
offici a ls  sta k ing c la ims but he wou ld 

not countenance a nyone in the pub l ic  
service speculat ing i n  c la ims.  A sum 
was at once appropriated for the 
improvement of the tra i l  between 
Dawson and the creeks tr ibutary to 
the K lond i ke, where actua l  m in i ng  
operat ions were being feverishly 
carr ied o n  in  the 24-hour dayl ight as 
the fu l l  t ida l  wave of the stampede 
flooded the dusty streets of Dawson.  
H e  curtai led the importation of l iquor 
i nto the territory (Walsh h imself was 
an absta i ner) , but honoured a l l  the 
l iquor permits and saloon l icences 
a l ready issued. S u nday observance 
was enforced rigorously. He author­
ized a grant of $5,000 to St. Mary's 
H ospital .  the on ly one in Dawson at 
the t ime, and granted a further $2, 500 
for the opening of a second hospita l .  
At that t ime the Angl ican was the only 
Protestant church open in  Dawson : 
Walsh read i ly  granted permission to 
the Presbyterians, Methodists, G reek 
Orthodox and Salvation Army to 
esta bl ish churches in the canvas and 
clapboard commun ity whose largely 
it inerant populat ion had swol len to 
someth ing in the order of 2 5,000 
mak ing Dawson, i t  was said,  the 
l a rgest Canad ian c ity west of Winn i ­
peg .  And he categorical ly denied 
charges of malfeasance being bandied 
about concern ing the conduct of 
govern ment off ic ia ls .  

Walsh's strong hand was resented 
by the l awless and shad ier elements 
which were wel l represented in the 
Klondike.  I l l -fou nded charges of 
pecu lat ion in h igh places were current,  
i n  which the commissioner became a 
prime target. Ma l ic ious gossip went 
so far as to couple the commissioner's 
name with that of an attractive young 
woma n  who had appealed to Walsh 
concern ing a d isputed c la im i n  which 
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she had a n  interest. Walsh assured 
the young woman that j u stice wou l d  
be done,  and  h e r  c l a im w a s  uphe ld  
when the case fin a l l y  came before 
J ustice M c G u i re. Walsh i ns isted that 
o n  the severa l occas ions  he had ca l led 
o n  the you n g  lady,  he had been ac­
compan ied by others, a n d  that  the 
occas iona l  c igar  and  a g l ass of lemon ­
ade was the extent of h i s  i ndu lgen ce 
in her company. 1 8  It t ra nsp i red that the 
wom a n  i n  q u est ion was one of stron g  
character w h o  h a d  withstood a good 
many temptat ions whi le  i n  the ro l l i ck­
ing  and free-spen d i n g  E ldorado of the 
n orth .  Walsh cons idered i t  worth h i s  
t ime  to  write to C l i fford S ifton, M i n ister 
of the I nterior, to c lear  h i mself of these 
s l imy ins in uat ions .  

Berton, i n  h is  h igh ly readable 
Klondike : The Life and Death of {he 
L ast Great Gold Rush, says that Walsh 
had the hab i t, on occas ion ,  of com­
m a nd eer ing po l ice constables for 
p u rely persona l  chores, a n  undes i ra ­
b le  practice taken u p  by other off ic ia ls  
but  not cont inued after Walsh's  
d eparture . 1 9 

B u t  one  and  a l l  who va l ued the 
estab l ishment of the ru le of law 
agreed that the comm iss ioner's 
just ice, though arbitrary, was speedy 
and summa ry. There were none too 
h u mble to gain the commiss ioner 's  
ear. The Dawson DailV News, a paper 
pub l ished by two Americans a n d  
a nyth ing  b u t  wel l - d isposed at that 
t ime to the territor ia l  government, 
dep icted Walsh some years l ater as a 
fa i r- m i nded a utocrat who defended 
the wea k aga i nst the strong,  re­
d ress i n g  grievances a n d  wrongs with 
a promptitude and celerity not usua l ly  
associ ated with bureaucracy. "We 



persona l ly have knowledge of many 
appeals  made to the major aga i nst 
a rb itrary offic ia l  acts which were 
remedied, not the same wee k, not the 
same day, but with i n  the hour."2o The 
ed itor went on to assert that on the 
whole Walsh's i nf luence had been 
benefic ia l ,  and that had he  remained, 
many of the evi l s  which p lagued the 
territory would h ave been rap id ly set 
to r ights. 

Hav ing a rrived on ly  in the spr ing,  
Walsh was fated to be reca l led before 
the Yukon's  br ief summer had run its 
cou rse. He departed Dawson on the 
even ing  of 4 August 1 89 8  aboard the 
steamer Willie Irving, having been i n  
t h e  sub-Arctic city less t h a n  three 
months .  From the subsequent charges 
l a i d  by S i r  C h a rles Tupper in the House 
of Commons on 31 May 1 900,21 i t  can 
on ly  be conc l u ded that he was reca l ­
led under a c loud because of  rumours 
of m isbehaviour in office which had 
reached the M in i ster. From subsequent 
correspondence with S ifton i t  is  
man ifest that Walsh left the territory 
seeth i ng with resentment at  the 
treatment he h a d  received. 

I t  is not the i ntent of this paper  to 
attempt an appra isa l  of the fi rst com­
miss ioner's relative degree of c u l ­
pab i l ity o r  i n nocence concern ing  the 
charges la id. The d ebate o n  the Tupper 
motion is  laid out i n  fu l l  i n  the H ouse 
of Commons D ebates, Session 1 900, 
volume u n der d ate 31 M ay 1 900. I n  
br ief. Tupper a l leged that dur ing  h i s  
term of office, M ajor Wa lsh  had used 
his subord inates to acqu i re m i n i n g  
c la ims fo r h i mself a nd h i s  brother 
Ph i l ip, which constituted an a buse 
of his trust. Tu pper's a l legat ions,  he 
made c lear, were d i rected aga in st the 
Laurier admin i strat ion which had  
refused a n  i nqu i ry, rather than  aga inst 

Walsh h i mself. Facet ious i n n uendos 
were made by Tupper concern ing 
S ifton's absence i n  Europe. Tupper's 
motion, when put to a vote, was 
defeated in  the H ouse by 74 to 38. I n  
such man ner, so far as pa rty pol it ics 
went. was M ajor Walsh v ind icated . 
I n  an affidavit sworn out on 4 J u ne 
five days l ater, Walsh categorica l ly  
den ied compl icity in  any of the 
charges ra ised in  the H ouse e i ther  as 
to the im proper acquis i t ion of m in ing  
property or m isbehaviour w i th  a M rs .  
Koch, who f igured i n  the a l legat ions 
i n  connection with a d isputed c la im .  
Pierre Berton i nfers that  the o nerous 
nature of the office at the height of the 
gold - rush had been too much for 
Major Walsh. It a ppears both from the 
man's previous record and from h is  
age at the t ime that he was n ot re­
cal led because of over-stra in ,  let 
a lone at his own request. but because, 
whether culpable or not. the Laurier 
admin istration found h is further 
retention i n  office a n  embarrassment. 
Ma lfeasance charges were frequent 
in  the early days in the Yukon : Walsh's 
successor, a man of u n i mpeachable 
i ntegrity. suffered from careless s la nder. 

I n  writi ng to S ifton shortly after h i s  
retu rn, Walsh defended h i s  record i n  
words wh ich cou ld a l most have 
served for h i s  epitaph 
I entered the country and found it 
without supplies, not even sufficient 
for the few men stationed in it. I found 
men without clothing fit to stand the 
winter cold, and the post without 
knives and forks, plates or drinking 
cups, camp kettles, tents, stoves, shov­
els or any of the articles required . . .  I 
permanently established law and order 

105 

throughout the whole district and in 
defiance of 30,000 miners inforced the 
mining regulations and showed that 
royalty could be collected. 

The government may not be satisfied 
with what has been done and the 
public may not, but I am, for I know 
that all was done that any man could 
do under similar circumstances, and 
my experience in this kind of work has 
been as great as any man's in Canada 22 
Somehow this reads as from the pen 
of a man with a clear conscience. 

J ames Walsh did not long survive a 
paralytic stroke, reported in the Daw­
son Daily News of 24 Ju ly  1 905, for 
the fol lowing  day he was dead at the 
by no means advan ced age of sixty­
four .  H i s  had beenan active l ife in the 
old Northwest. i n  which he won fame 
by his fear lessness, decis ion and good 
judgement i n  moments of crisis. I t  may 
be fa i rly assumed that his p lace in 
Canad ian a n na ls  has not suffered as a 
result  of h i s  short - l ived Yukon ad­
m in i stration ,  for  somehow the stature 
of the man rises above the tides of 
mal ice. 

William Ogilvie 
Yukon's second commiss ioner, a 
l and surveyor of h igh repute, was 
born in Ottawa 7 April 1 846,  the son 
of J ames Ogi lv ie and Margaret 
Ha l l iday Og i lvie .  By 1 869 at the age 
of 23, he had qua l ified as both a 
provinc ia l  and  domin ion land sur­
veyor, an exact ing profession which 
took him early to the vast and u n ­
mapped reg ions o f  the N orth -West 
Territories long before the strip of 



steel had spanned its southern reaches. 
The year 1 876 saw the young sur­
veyor working out of Winn i peg, where 
he carried out a survey of the R id i ng  
M o u ntains of  M a n itoba .  The  same 
year Ogi lvie was reported as fa r afield 
a s  the Peace R iver d i strict. In 1 878 
Og i lvie was sent  to  the  Battleford 
reg ion in order to locate some poi nts 
of geograph ic  i nterest. I t  was on this 
ass ignment that Ogi lvie, then 3 2  years 
of age, acted as in terpreter for a band 
of S itt ing Bu l l 's  restless S ioux who 
had presented themselves i n  fu l l  array 
before l ieutenant-governor David 
La i rd of the N orth-West Territories. 
In his remin iscences dating from this 
t ime, Ogi lv ie wrote of the huge herds 
of buffalo that da rkened the P la i ns,  in 
one of which near Battleford he 
estimated at least 1 0,000 head 2 3  

B y  3 0  December 1 878, Og i lvie had 
returned to W i n n i peg.  The winter of 
1 882-83  saw him back in  the Peace 
R iver d istrict. a n d  the fo l lowi ng year 
he completed a survey of the Peace 
and Athabaska rivers. In 1 88 5  and  
1 886,  when the  stupendous enterprise 
of the Canad ian Pacific, Canada's 
first tra nscont inental  rai lway and the 
darl i ng  of the Macdona ld government. 
was being pressed to an arduous 
conclusion,  Og i l'9'ie was to be found in  
the service of the CPR,  survey ing a 
stretch of that 2 ,700-mi le  l i ne  from 
Revelstoke in the heart of the Se lki rk 
Range.  

I n  1 887 Ogi lv ie  f i rst saw the Yukon : 
in that and the fo l lowing year he 
carried out surveys on the Yukon 
R iver and through that remote and 

mounta inous region between the 
Yuko n  and the Mackenzie rivers. In  
1 888 the intrep id su rveyor was 
awarded the M urch ison Go ld  Medal 
i n  recogn it ion of h is geologica l  ex­
plorat ions.  I t  was at about this t ime 
that the Americans named one of the 
h i ghest mounta ins  i n  the lofty Sa int 
E l i as  Range of southeastern Alaska 
after h im,  "as a tribute to h is  worth and 
integ rity in  i nternat ional  dea l i ngs."24 
I n  1 890 Ogi lvie returned briefly to 
eastern Can ada in order to carry out a 
su rvey from Mattawa on the U pper 
Ottawa R iver to the East Ma in  R iver, 
tr ibutary to James Bay. The year 1 8 9 1  
saw h im back i n  B rit ish Columbia ,  
and i n  1 8 92 he was pl aced in  charge 
of a l l  surveys i n  the Pri nce Albert 
d i strict. It is a measure of h i s  growing 
reputation that he was appoi nted to 
serve on the International Boundary 
Commiss ion in 1 89 3  and 1 894. 

I n  the spring of 1 89 5  Og i lvie re­
tu rned to the Yukon, and from this date 
the most s ignif icant phase of his d is­
t ingu ished career began .  He was com­
m issioned to make a l l  req u i red sur­
veys - town sites, m in ing c la ims,  and 
m ineral deposits. I n  the winter  of 
1 89 5 - 9 6  he carried on a survey beg u n  
at an earl ier date ( 1 887-88) a long the 
1 41 st merid ian ,  desig nated as the i n ­
ternationa l  boundary on t h e  west be­
tween the Yukon Territory and Alaska. 
A subsequent survey com pleted in 
1 908 by a jo int  Canad ian -American 
party of the 1 41 st merid ian corre­
sponded so closely to Ogi lv ie's ,  made 
with less precise instru ments and u n ­
d e r  much more prim itive condit ions, 
that the d iscrepancy between Og i lv ie's 
l i ne and that esta bl ished by the def in-
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it ive survey was found to amount  to 
on ly  a few seconds of lon g itude.25 The 
members of the subsequent  i ntern a ­
t i o n a l  su rvey, with more e laborate and  
precise equ ipment. had h igh  praise for 
the extraord ina ry accu racy ach ieved 
by Wi l l i am Og i lvie a dozen years be­
fore. I t  shou ld  be noted that m uch of 
this survey work was carried out i n  the 
depths of a sub -Arctic winter  with the 
mercury d i pp ing to 50 degrees and  
more below zero. Such was  the  t imber 
of which Wi l l i am Og i lv ie was bu i lt .  

Og i lv ie reported C armack's str ike to 
the Department of the I nterior o n  6 
September 1 896 .  S i n ce that momen­
tous day ( 1 7 Aug u st) , he  wrote, about 
200 c la ims had been sta ked. Og i lv ie 
was confident that the strike was no 
flash in  the pan.  

/ cannot here enter into the reasons 
for it, but I unhesitatinglv make the 
assertion that this corner of our terri­
torv from the coast strip down and 
from the 1 4 1  st meridian eastward will 
be found to be a fairlv rich and very 
extensive mining region 2 6  

But at the outset the department 
was sceptical of Og i lvie's reports of 
m i neral  r iches. I ndeed when l ater serv­
i n g  as commiss ioner he was blamed 
by the m i ners for having excited the 
cup id ity of the Canad ian  government. 
with the resu ltant imposit ion of the 
r01alty. Og i lvie's est imates later were 
fou n d  to err very much on the low s ide.  
I t  was h i s  fate to pres ide as ch ief ex­
ecut ive over the dest i n ies of the terr i ­
tory d u ring the most  hectic a n d  frenetic 
period of the world's last great go ld­
rush .  

O g i lv ie's enforced wi nteri ng  i n  the  
Yukon i n  1 89 6-97  was  seen by  the 
Department of the I nterior a s  h i gh ly 
forfuitous, for h is  presence "helped to 
prevent conf l icts in the newly d iscov-



3 Wi l l iam Ogilvie. (Public Archives of Canada.) 
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ered gold f ie lds."27 This, as the expe­
r ience of the past had shown in  the 
American West. was only too probable 
a development. C la ims were carelessly 
staked, c la im jump ing was rampant ; 
and in any case, for wan t  of accurate 
surveys, properties encroached on one 
a nother in i nevitable fash ion giv ing 
rise to d i sputes and frequent ly to vio­
lence. Og i lv ie 's impertu rbable and 
impart ia l  i nvestigations d i d  much to 
a l leviate tensions and rectify errors. 

In 1 898 Og i lv ie set out on a lecture 
tour of the B rit ish I sles to acquaint 
publ ic opin ion i n  the Mother Cou ntry 
with the extraord i nary opportun ities 
to be had i n  the wi lds of Canada.  S if­
ton's l etter of i ntrod uct ion is  ind icative 
of the esteem in which Og i lvie was 
he ld .  

This will introduce Mr. Wm. Ogilvie, 
DLS. who has been for many years 
past engaged in making explorations 
and in doing important scientific work 
for the Government of the Dominion 
of Canada in the North Western Terri­
tories. Mr. Ogilvie has devoted special 
attention to the Yukon District in which 
the very rich gold mines have been 
discovered during the last two years. 
Mr. Ogilvie is a man of the highest 
character and attainments, and is the 
author of the Official Guide to the 
Yukon and Klondike Districts lately 
issued under the direction of the De­
partment of the Interior. 28  

I t  is perhaps not surpris ing that such 
a man should be chosen as Walsh's 
successor as ch ief executive for the 
territory at a t ime when the demands 
upon the incumbent wou l d  be of the 
heaviest. 



Wil l iam Og i lvie's appointment took 
effect by Order in  Counc i l  dated 5 J u ly 
1 898 .  Ogi lvie accord ingly left Ottawa 
on the n ight of 2 August. stopp ing 
over first in  Toronto, then i n  Rat  Por­
tage ( l ater to be graced with the more 
melodious name of Kenora ) ,  and f ina l ­
ly i n  Winn ipeg before proceeding on 
to Vancouver a long the s i ng le track of 
the C P R .  H e  sai led from Vancouver 
northward bound aboard the steamer 
Horsa the even ing of 20 Aug ust. reach­
ing Skagway four days later. Og i lv ie 
later wrote to S ifton that h is  vessel and 
that bea ring Walsh southbound passed 
on the high seas somewhere in  the 
v ic in ity of Wrangel l  on the scen ic  
Alaskan coast. Hence Og i lv ie d i d  not 
receive Wa lsh's res ig nation as com­
missioner. and so considered his ap­
poi ntment i n  effect from the time he 
departed Va ncouver.29 Ogi lvie, ac­
compan ied by 1 8  offic ia ls ,  a rrived at 
the scene of h i s  labours aboard the 
riverboat Flora at fou r  in the afternoon 
of 5 September 1 898 .  

A l l  18  messed together i n  a cab in  
next the commissi oner's office ; e ight 
of them had perforce to sleep on the 
floor unti l bunks and s leeping accom­
modation became ava i l able.  The com­
missioner's office was l ocated i n  a 
bu i ld ing rented from the f i rm of Beaver 
& Lory shortly after h is a rr ival ,  1 9  Sep­
tember 1 898,  u nt i l  the end of J une 
the  fol lowing year. The g round floor 
housed the commissioner's  and comp­
tro l ler's offices and their  staff : the 
second storey provided O g i lv ie with 
h is  l iving quarters, for three years were 
to pass before a commiss ioner's res-

idence would be ava i lable. Even at 
that. the off ic ia ls rented but half the 
bu i ld ing ,  the other ha lf being g iven 
over to a hotel. 

In l ight of the ci rcumstances of the 
time, the very height of the sta mpede 
when revel lers were turning n ight i nto 
day and paying for their  dr inks in go ld­
dust. the commissioner's compla int in  
h i s  report of  20 September 1 899 must 
be considered temperate. 
This was, at  that time, about the most 
commodious building in Dawson, with 
the exception of the two stores of the 
two trading companies. The other half 
of this house was occupied as a hotel, 
and the noise incidental to the keeping 
open of a hotel until all hours of the 
night - it may be said practically the 
whole day and night - was very un ­
comfortable and annoying to us in our 
work, because sounds could be heard 
through the board partitions, practical­
ly as if there had been no partitions. 30 
But  beg inn ing in August 1 899 ,  a house 
in which he must have rested more 
q u i etly was rented for the commis­
s ioner for $250 per month from the 
Reverend Gendreau .  Og i lv ie men ­
t ioned that this rent was the most rea ­
sonable avai lab le in  Dawson a t  the 
t ime.  He needed the whole of h is  
l iv ing  a l lowance of  $2,000 per  annum,  
with meat at a do l l a r  per pound  and 
the best grades $1 . 2 5 .  

The new admin istration bu i ld ing 
wou ld not be ready unt i l  N ovember 
1 901 , and so Og i lvie had to make do 
with primitive arrangements. In the 
latter part of his term Ogi lv ie l ived i n  a 
house rented from the Reverend A. 
Desmerais at the same rent. $250 per 
month.  In his estimates for the fiscal 
year end ing 30 J une 1 900, Og i lvie bid 
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fo r an i ncrease in h i s  l iv ing a l l owance 
from $2,000 to $3,000 per a n n u m .  H e  
was req u i red t o  do considerable e n ­
terta i n i n g ,  which a t  Dawson's  i n ­
fl ated prices came t o  a n  expensive 
i tem.  As an example, he cited a d i n ner 
he had g iven for 2 0  officers of the 
Yukon Field Force, a n  a rmy u n it posted 
to the territory to back up the N orth ­
West M ounted Pol i ce, for which the 
meat bi l l  a lone came to between 2 5  
a n d  $26 ,  with the accompanying vege­
tables costi ng  as much aga in  and the 
latter l i m ited in both q u a ntity a n d  
var iety .31 

O g i lv ie  was not 24 hours i n  D awson 
before he was besieged by a horde of 
c la imants, pet i t ioners and  office seek­
ers c lamour ing for attent ion .  The com­
miss ioner  worked a n  1 8 - hour  d ay, 
and  even at that cou ld n ot keep 
abreast of the work. Work ing cond i ­
t ions ,  as noted were pr imitive a n d  i n ­
adequate, no isy a n d  cramped. The  
ma in  wave of  the  influx, wh ich  stru ck 
D awson l i ke a t ida l  bore in the summer 
of 1 8 98 swe l l i ng  the popu lat ion from 
about 5,000 the previous year to some­
thing i n  the o rder of 20,000 to 30,000, 
s imply swam ped the admin i strat ion 
a nd n owhere more so than i n  the har­
rassed go ld commiss ioner's office. P re­
d ictably a nd i nevita bly confus ion  en­
sued and m i stakes were made in the 
compl icated process of reg ister ing 
c la ims.  But  the grievance mongers and 
the opponents of government saw i n  
th is  a ca lcu lated design whereby wi ly 
off ic ia ls  battened o n  the m i ners. The 
m i n ing  code in  any case was u n popu­
l a r  with  the miners, many of  whom 
were Americans with  l i tt le n otion of 
Canad ian  procedu re .  Few stopped to 
consider that in their  own country 
a l iens  wou l d  n ot be a l lowed to mine ; 
it was enough for them that what 



seemed to be a n  unfa i r  royalty was 
be ing levied on the ha rd - won prod­
ucts of their to i l  by a government 
which appeared n ot to have their  i n ­
terests at  heart .  M atters c a m e  t o  a 
head with serious  charges of ma l ­
feasa nce d i rected at Thomas Fawcett. 
the gold commiss ioner .  

O n  6 Feb ruary 1 8 99 ,  Eugene C .  
A l ien ,  proprietor of  the  outspoken and 
ant i-government Klondike Nugget, 
accused Fawcett of us ing h i s  office 
for the benefit of h i s  fr iends, th rowing 
open h is  records to them whi le deny­
ing the pub l i c  access. The Nugget 
attacked the ha rrassed go ld  commis­
s ioner remorselessly, both on i ts  front 
pages and in its ed itor ia l  co lumns .  
Og i lvie had been i nformed of h is  com­
miss ion to i nvestigate charges l a id  by 
the miners' committee aga inst d ivers 
government off ic ia ls  by S ifton on 1 0  
October the prev ious fa l l .  O n  2 8  Feb­
ruary 1 89 9  he reported to S ifton that 
the miners' committee had withdrawn 
the i r  charges. There rem a i ned,  how­
ever, the Fawcett imbrog l io  to i n ­
vestigate which O g i lv ie s a t  a s  a o n e ­
man commiss ion.  

By 24 February 1 89 9 ,  the Nugget 
had withdrawn its inflammatory 
cha rges aga inst the sore-pressed gold 
commiss ioner, but Fawcett ins i sted i n  
a l etter to Og i lv ie that t h e  investigation 
proceed i n  order  to clear his n a me .  
Og i lv ie's fi nd ings had ,  by the end of 
Apri l ,  c leared Fawcett of a l l  charges. 
O g i lvie's op in ion  of the Nugget was 
expressed forcibly to Laur ier i n  a letter 
of 22 M a rch.  
We have a blackguard sheet here 
called the Klon d i ke N ugget whose 

principal object seems to be to vil!ifV 
everyone who in any way runs counter 
to its wishes or thoughts. It is Ameri­
can as are all the papers in Dawson 
[scarcely the case, for the Yukon Sun 
was a government supporter, and 
ed ited by a n  arch - i mperia l i st. Major 
Woods ide] -stronglv American and 
has continuallv held up the action of 
Council and mvself to Americans in an 
unfavorable light, imputing antipathy 
of Americans in our acts. This has been 
furthest from our thoughts, as far as 
we can help it. . .  

I t  abused poor Fawcett until it 
nearlv broke the poor man's heart ; 
and because I did not take sides with 
it, it is pitching into me. It is utterlv 
regardless of the truth in any state­
ments it may make, simplv asserting 
anything it may imagine will improve 
its standing with a certain class of 
people here ; and there are a good 
many of that sort here, I regret to sav ­
principallv Americans. 32 
Fawcett may have been i neffic ient. 
was undoubtedly short- staffed, but 
defin itely not d ishonest. H owever, as 
is  so often the case, the mud sticks 
despite an acquitta l .  

The Nugget a t  fi rst had welcomed 
Ogi lvie's appointment. look ing to h im 
for  a reform of the m in i ng code .  But. 
contin ued the ed itor, there were only 
so many hours in the day,  and whi le 
Fawcett remained as gold commis­
sioner, there was l i tt le that the com­
missioner could do.  O n  the ma l igned 
Fawcetfs departure, when Og i lv ie 
stated, " I  expect at  the end of twelve 
months I wi l l  be bla med and accused 
and in  as bad a pred icament as he is 
now. I am resigned to i t  beforehand.  
I don't care what the newspapers say 
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about me,"33 the Nugget editor ia l ly 
l abeled th is  " another of those in­
excusable preva rications for which the 
Yu kon commissioner is  noted."34 

I f  one cha racteristic sta nds out in 
the character of Wi l l i am Ogi lv ie above 
a l l  others, it is surely the man's i n ­
flexible i ntegrity. He was no more 
tempted to make a l ittle money for 
h i mself on the side than was the 
selfless Father J udge, who d ied tend ­
ing  typhoid v ict ims.  H e  therefore, on 
taking office, at once d ivested h imself 
of the few i nterests he had, but not 
fast enough for the Nugget. On 2 3  
M arch 1 89 9  the Nugget publ ished a 
letter from the commissioner de­
scri b ing how he, i n  December of 
1 8 95 ,  had made appl ication in partner­
sh ip  with two others for 1 60 acres of 
coa l - bear ing lands on Coal C reek, 
the purchase being approved by Order 
i n  Counci l  in 1 898 .  Ogi lvie sold h is  
portion of the lands on 1 7  September 
1 898,  1 2  days after h is a rr ival in 
Dawson.  B ut. pointed out the Nugget, 
when a deputation of m i ners had 
waited o n  the commissioner on 8 
September n i ne days before he had 
actua l ly d isposed of h is  property, 
Ogi lv ie  had asserted that he had no 
i nterests in the territory U nder the 
b ib l i cal head ing mene, mene, tekel, 
upharsin (Thou a rt weig hed in the 
ba lances, and a rt found wanti ng) , the 
ed itor, in sure ly questi onable taste, 
proceeded to impute d ishonest motives 
to the commissioner : "The pre-



varication is rea l ly n ot of a serious 
moment except as showing which 
way the wind blows. Such people ,  i n  
our  estimat ion ,  are not to  be trusted 
with affairs of state ."35 Ogi lv ie treated 
his journa l i st ic crit ic with contempt : a 
successor at a l ater date was to refer 
to "the rept i le  American press . "  

Another issue o f  q u i te a d ifferent 
character which O g i lv ie faced was 
that of widespread and blatant pros­
titut ion .  This feature was common to 
a l l  m in i ng camps and frontier reg ions, 
wherever the men had money to 
spend fol lowing varying periods of 
enforced conti nence .  In Dawson the 
problem, if such i t  should be termed, 
was closely associated with the 
numerous sa loons,  hotels a nd da nce 
ha l l s  operated by a species of camp 
fol lower that often made more out of 
the gold-rush than many a man who 
dug for go ld .  M ost authorit ies have 
d ivested the dance-ha l l  g i r l s  of the 
descript ion of common prostitute, 
their  function rather being to i nduce 
their  patrons to d r i nk  freely ; th is 
practice, besides the fleec ing of many 
a careless or reckless fe l low i n  from 
the creeks, certa i n ly acted as a catalyst 
in the trade done by the g i rl s  a long 
2nd  and 3rd Avenues. Ogi lvie, a 
practical soul  who knew the north if 
a nyone d id ,  as ear ly as 1 89 9  i nsti tuted 
medical  i nspection of the prostitutes 
on a monthly basis in o rder to control 
d isease, which was rampant.  Both 
the medica l  hea lth officer and the 
surgeon of the North -West Mounted 
Pol ice were issu ing  certificates to 
those g i rls found to be free of the 
scourge. But  in a society as pur i -

tan ical  as Canada of the late n i neties, 
mora l i sts objected to these preca utions 
o n  the grou nds that they amounted 
to a condon ing of vice ; rather, v ice 
should be ruth lessly extirpated, not 
made less of a health hazard for those 
so depraved as to indu lge in such 
s inful pleasures. So it was that Ogi lv ie,  
a man of i rreproachable moral  recti­
tude h i mself. came under increas ing 
pressure from Ottawa to c lose the 
dance ha l ls  and stamp out prostitution .  

Rep ly ing  to  a letter from Wi l l i am 
( later S i r  Wi l l i am)  M u lock, then 
M i n ister of Labour, acting on a com­
p la int from the Women's Ch rist ian 
Tempera nce U n ion,  Ogi lvie on 2 2  M ay 
1 900 exp la i ned h is  posit ion The 
Yukon Counci l  had investigated the 
problem thoroughly and he was at 
one with them i n  deep-felt concern 
over the evi l .  but so widespread was 
perjury in th� territory that it was very 
d ifficu lt if not i mpossi ble, to secure 
evidence sufficient for a convict ion .  
With a l l  respect conti n ued Og i lvie, 
to the lad ies of the WCTU,  there was 
n onetheless widespread ignorance 
on the "outside" concern ing actua l  
condit ions in  Dawson .36 Ogi lvie's was 
the pragmatic approach to a problem 
as old as the Pentateuch. 

But this was not good enough for 
S ifton .  The min i ster d i rected a missive 
to the commissioner dated 1 4  August 
1 900, ordering h im to proceed forth ­
with aga i nst the dance ha l ls, gambl i n g  
cas inos and bordel los o f  Dawson.  
Og i lvie made one f ina l  sta nd aga inst 
the root and  branch pol icy promulgated 
by the m in ister. On 1 2  September 
1 900 he aga in addressed S i fton on 
the subject. Gambl ing and da nce ha l ls  
admittedly were evi ls but u nder­
sta ndable under the circumsta nces of 
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the time a n d  p lace .  These estab l i sh ­
ments had served a function i n  
D awson and  they shou ld  be p hased 
out gradua l ly. To proceed aga i n st 
them precip itately wou ld  on ly  d rive 
the practi ces u nderground .  Better 
that i nevitab le  l icence be cont inued 
under  strict surve i l l a nce than that i t  
shou ld  rage unco ntro l led su rrept i ­
t iously.  I n  any case, cond it ions i n  
Dawson had been greatly exaggerated 
by mora l ists and sensat ion-seekers 
on the outside.  But the min ister 
rema ined adamant : the dance ha l l s  
and  the i r  attendant  ev i l s  must go .  

I may say that after reading your 
letter, and also the account of the in ­
terview with Ma/or Wood [NWMPj . . .  I do 
not see that the ground taken by you 
is one that could fairly be advanced 
for the continuance of this evil. No 
man in Canada has the right to expect 
that  he will be permitted to continue in 
any illicit or illegal business and con­
sequently he could have no claim 
whatever to any notice or compen­
sation 37 

On receipt of th is  letter, Og i lv ie  had 
n o  choice but to im plement the m i n ­
ister's d i rective. T h e  decis ion was tak­
en, therefore, to close down the gam­
b l i ng  houses and  the  dance  ha l l s ,  ef­
fective 1 5  M a rch 1 901 . The dead l i ne  
was put fa r  enough ahead to  ena b le  
the proprietors and  operators of these 
esta b l i shments to wind up the i r  affa i rs ,  
"as  it wou ld  have been considered a 
breach of faith to close them i nstant ly 
after the tolerat ion extended to them 
i n  the past." 38 Su bsequently the dead­
l ine was aga in  extended to 1 J u ne 
1 901 . The dance ha l l s  were to lead a n  
emascul ated and tenuous  existence 
for a n other seven years, however, the 
" F loradora" clos ing its doors on ly  i n  
1 908.  



I n  add it ion to h i s  onerous d uties as 
ch ief executive, O g i lv ie acted a s  mayor 
a n d  c ity engineer of D awson a s  well 
a s  f i re commissioner. The counc i l  ap­
poi nted Og i lv ie c ity engineer with i n ­
struct ions t o  do someth i n g  t o  improve 
the dra inage of Dawso n .  Og i lv ie  a r­
ranged for the d igg ing of a system of 
d itches by means of which the town's 
d ra i nage was greatly improved. The 
commiss ioner was much concerned 
over the deplet ion of t imber due to the 
vorac ious demand for fuel d u ring  the 
7 - month sub -Arctic wi nter and to the 
requ i rements of the m i nes.  O n  a rriva l ,  
i ndeed, he proh i b ited the cutti ng of 
trees exceeding seven inches in d i am­
eter i n  order to conserve t imber  i n  the 
reg ion .  He p ro moted road construc­
tion, very much a need in  pioneer Daw­
son, and advocated the estab l ish ment 
of a br ickworks, su itable deposits of 
ciay having been d iscovered in the 
v ic in ity. 

The terri tor ia l  government of the 
t ime,  with its fu l ly  appo int ive counci l  
and the broadly based powers of the 
commiss ioner, was ne ither  represen ­
tative n o r  democratic. The reasons for 
th is  have been a l ready cited - a la rge 
i t inerant  populat ion,  on ly about one in 
f ive of which was a Brit ish subject. 
The ag i tat ion for popu lar  government 
was to dom inate the scene for the next 
five to six years. The Dawson Daily 
News, the town's lead ing pa per from 
its found ing in J u ly 1 899 ,  fought stren­
uously for the introd uct ion of repre­
sentative government.  The ed itor op­
posed taxation without  representation, 
a sound democratic princ ip le  and one 
of the principal p l anks of the American 
Revo l ut ion .  Ogi lvie, on the contrary, 

considered that the powers vested in 
him by the Yukon Act empowering h i m  
t o  i mpose such d uties and ch arges as 
deemed necessary for the ca rrying out 
of h is  fu nctions, inc l uded the r ight to 
levy taxes on his own recogn izance. To 
the News, th is  was a denia l  of a fu n ­
damental Brit ish r ight.  T h e  word ing of 
the Act contended the editor, was am­
biguous, as in deed it was  concern ing 
the taxing authority. The Yukon Act 
stated in part : 
4 The Commissioner shall administer 

the government of the territory under 
instructions from time to time given 
him by the Go vernor in Council or 
the Minister of the Interior. 

5 . . . but no ordinance made by the 
Governor in Council or the Commis­
sioner in Council shall, 
a )  impose any tax or any duty of 

customs or an y excise or an y 
penalty exceeding one hundred 
dollars, or . . .  

c )  appropriate a n y  public money, 
lands or property of Canada 
without authority of Parliament.39 

The above word ing ma kes it easy to 
understand why contention should 
arise. I n  any case, Ogi lv ie interpreted 
the Act as g iving h im authority to tax 
without representat ion,  which must 
indeed have been the i ntention of the 
legis lators who drew up the Act. for 
how otherwise cou ld  the commiss ioner 
admin i ster the affa i rs of the territory if 
he were not empowered to levy taxes ) 

But the u n representative character 
of the Yu kon admin istration was not to 
remain such.  On 1 7  October 1 900, the 
fi rst elect ion was held for two seats on 
the  Yu kon Counc i l ,  the  other four  to 
rema i n  appointive for the t ime be ing .  
I t  was this election which resulted i n  
Ogi lvie's reca l l  for a l leged mishand l i ng 
of the campa ign.  Four  cand idates were 
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i n  the f ie ld,  but ne ither candidate fa ­
voured by the Li bera l pa rty was re­
turned. Several Li berals, inc lud ing the 
defeated Thomas O' Brien,  the owner 
of the govern ment paper the Yukon 
Sun, denounced Ogi lv ie for the out­
come of the f i rst b id to introduce the 
popular pr incip le i nto the territoria l  
government. Laurier at f i rst delayed 
reca l l i ng  the commissioner and con­
su lted with S ifton .  But by one means 
a nd another Og i lvie's rema in ing tenure 
in office was made u npleasant. I n  ten­
der ing his res ignation he pleaded i l l  
health,  b u t  h inted that there were a lso 
other reasons "some of which a re per­
sonal d i s l i ke of many things in con ­
nect ion with m y  posit ion ."4o On h is  
res ignat ion becoming pub l ic  knowl­
edge the fo l lowing spring ,  Ogi lvie's i n ­
veterate crit ic, t h e  Klondike Nugget. 
in its 7 Apri l 1 901 edit ion, pa id the 
commissioner a handsome tribute. 
Mr. Ogilvie steps down from his posi­
tion with a record of unimpeachable 
honesty and integrity and the knowl­
edge that. owing in no small degree to 
his efforts, the Yukon territory is gov­
erned today by wise and just laws 41 

A week later a br idge spann ing the 
K lond ike was opened and named the 
Og i lvie Br idge in h is honour. 

As the t ime for his departure drew 
near, the commissioner was presented 
on the even ing of 5 J une with a hand­
some souven i r  of h is  admin istration 
by the government staff in  Dawson . 
Appropriately the g ift took the form of 
a m iner's bucket f i l led with the tools of 
the m i ner's trade wrought in pure gold 



and suspended by four ropes of go ld .  
There was no doubt then in  anyone's 
mind that the comm issioner had l a ­
boured for t h e  good of t h e  territory a n d  
with no thought o f  self. S ome verse 
composed on the occas ion apt ly ex­
presses the debt the territory owed its 
second commissioner. 

There are men who work for glorv, 
There are men who work for gold, 
There are men the love of woman 

urges on : 
But the man who works for duty, 
Has been cast in a nobler mold, 
MaV the God of duty bless him when 

he's gone 42 

Ogi lv ie was so overcome with emotion 
that he was speechless for several 
moments. He then said that he felt no 
b itterness or ra ncor toward a nyone, 
and that the s i ncerity of this farewel l  
tr ibute had conv inced h im that  none 
owed any toward h i m.  Og i lv ie depart­
ed Dawson aboard the Susie on the 
evening of 24 J u ne 1 901 . With h im 
passes the  p ioneer, m in ing -camp 
phase In the Klond i ke's brief h i story. 
The ensuing five or six years were to 
witness intense pol it ical turmoi l  cen­
tred upon the u n representative char­
acter of the territor ia l  government and 
reforms in  the m in i ng  code. 

Of al l  the commissioners, Og i lv ie 
impresses one as exce l l i ng  in h is  hon­
esty, i ntegrity and i ndefatigab le  la­
bours. He was adamantly aga i nst 
pub l ic  off ic ia ls  speculat ing i n  m in ing  
c l a ims  or  us ing  the i r  posit ion to profit 
from the rich d igg i ngs of the go ld­
f ields.  He a lso d isapproved of govern-

ment off ic ia ls ho ld ing other p laces of 
emolument i n  add ition to their  offic ia l  
posit ions, Early i n  h is term of office 
Ogi lv ie reported the registrar, G i rouard ,  
for  carry ing on a l aw practice as wel l 
i n  Dawson.  Far too many Yukon ap­
poi ntments, he conti nued,  were had by 
means of pol it ical patronage, and too 
often a Yukon appoi ntment was 
thought of as the sesame to a fortune. 
Publ ic off ic ia ls should be wel l  paid 
and kept to their off ic ia l  d uties. Ap­
parently the prime min i ster agreed 
with h i m, for i n  a letter of 22 March 
1 8 99 ,  Ogi lv ie expressed satisfaction 
that he- and Laurier saw eye to eye o n  
t h e  matter 43 

Ogi lv ie was of a practical bent. 
When asked on one occas ion what i n ­
fluence was most potent in  human 
progress in  the 1 9th century, he re­
p l ied George Stephenson and the 
steam locomotive. Ra i lways had revo­
l ut ion ized the art of war, as witness 
the American Civ i l  War ; had acceler­
ated progress to the degree that the 
accompl ishments h i therto of several 
generations  were now compressed 
into one l i fetime ; had made possible 
the weld ing  together of huge nat ions 
such as Ca nada, the U n ited States and 
R ussia,  and had greatly fac i l itated 
travel and hence the freer interming l ing  
of the human race. 

Og i lv ie next vis ited Dawson in  J u ly 
1 908 as pres ident of the Yukon Bas in  
Go ld  Dredging Compa ny, bri ng ing with 
him the first of the dredges to be used 
o n  the Stewart R iver. H e  was reported 
as look ing hale and fit. a lbeit a l i tt le 
greyer, sti l l  with a great stock of rem i ­
n iscences o f  the early days o f  the terr i ­
tory. A d in ner was held i n  h i s  honour 
i n  the Regina H otel .  at which the cur-
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rent commiss ioner, Alexa nder Hender­
son,  paid high tri bute to the tremen ­
dous l o a d  of responsi b i l ity Og i lvie d i s ­
charged so ab ly  i n  the  early days of 
the territory, dwarf ing by comparison 
his own respons ib i l i t ies i n  the present 
settled era .  

Og i lv ie  d ied i n  Winn ipeg o n  1 3  No­
vember 1 9 1 2  at the age of 6 6 ,  The 
Dawson Dailv News i n  its edit ion of 
3 1  J a n u a ry 1 9 1 3  paid tr ibute to O g i l ­
v ie 's career o f  pub l ic  serv ice .  Ever 
generous h imself, he d ied poor ; the 
News supported the movement cur­
rent among some members of par l i a ­
ment  to  secu re a pens ion  fo r h is  widow. 
The ob ituary brought out the k ind ly 
human s ide of the man ,  who as com ­
miss ioner never sent pen n i less from 
his door a m a n  down on h i s  luck .  H e  
was known as a generous, b ig - hearted 
man ,  and  his generos ity to others in 
some measure contri buted to his lean 
means i n  h is o ld  age.  H e  was a story­
tel ler of the fi rst order, a n d  had a 
varied and  r ich exper ience to d raw o n .  
M any of h i s  remi n iscences were gath­
ered by h im i nto a book publ ished by 
Thorburn and  Abbott i n  1 9 1 3 , Earlv 
Davs on the Yukon & The Story of Its 
Gold Finds. Og i lv ie made noth ing out 
of the fabulous stampede, but he died 
r icher i n  experience and with a c lea rer 
conscience than many who had .  



Political Ferment 

By the turn of the century the front ier  
had receded far from the b a n ks of the 
K lond i ke : Dawson had become a set­
tled commun ity, a m i n i ng town not so 
very d ifferen t  from s im i l a r  com m u n it ies 
scattered across the breadth of the 
domin ion .  Permanent res idents, fa m i ly 
men,  had d isp laced in l a rge measure 
the i t inerant stampeders, i n  for a season 
o r  two i n  the i l l u s ive hope of stri k ing 
i t  r ich .  I n  1 901 the territory's popu la ­
t ion  stood a t  2 7 , 2 1 9 :  a decade la ter  i t  
had dwind led to less  than  a th i rd that 
fig u re (8 ,5 1 2 ) ,  a nd by 1 9 2 1  to ha l f  
that aga in  (4,1 5 7 ) . ' G o ld product ion, 
o n  which the economy of the territory 
sti l l  h i nged, reached its peak i n  1 900, 
d ec l i n i n g  rap id ly to 1 903, thereafter 
more s lowly. In l a rge measure the 
d redge had rep laced the pan and  the 
hand rocker. 

I t  wou ld  be a g reat m istake to imag­
ine  that  Dawson,  hard u p  aga i nst the 
Arctic  C i rcle,  had settled down to a 
sta id  midd le  age ; on the contrary, its 
h istory now entered a period of po l i t i ­
cal  ferment. center ing u po n  the de­
mand  fo r a greater measu re of popu lar  
government and  reform of the m i n ing 
code .  These goa ls ,  however. were not  
eas i ly atta ined,  a n d  for  the five years 
fol lowing the reca l l  of  O g i lv ie  the terri­
tory was a very hot-bed of po l it ica l  
ag i tat ion ,  scurri lous  a buse carried on 
i n  the press and charges and counter­
charges which baffled the a uthorities 
in Ottawa. O n ly with the incomparable 
" B i l ly" M c l nnes,  were a l l  the goals of 
popu la r  ag itation  rea l ized. 

James Hamilton Ross 
J ames H a m i lton Ross, the Yukon's  
th i rd commissioner, a 45 -year-o l d ,  
one-t ime rancher, c a m e  to the territory 
fresh from the N o rth -West Assembly, 
where he had he ld  a seat s ince 

1 883, f i l l i ng the respons ib le posit ions 
of treasurer, commissioner of pub l ic 
works and territor ia l  secretary. Ross 
was born 1 2  May 1 8 56 and raised 
in London, Canada West. but fee l ing 
the ca l l  of  the West with its then wide 
open spaces and cha l lenge, he went 
to the h igh P la ins, tak ing up ranching 
in  the v ic in i ty of M oose Jaw whence 
he entered territo ria l  po l it ics .  

His appoi ntment  as commissioner of 
the Yukon took effect from 1 1  March 
1 901 . Ross proved to be an able ad­
min istrator who saw clea rly the need 
for a better class of appointee in the 
Yukon, part icularly on the bench, and 
a greater delegation of  a u tho rity by the 
commissioner i n  order to leave h imself 
freer to concentrate on matters of 
po l icy. H is term as commissioner was 
short. and du ring that t ime he suffered 
manful ly a persona l  tragedy. He bears 
the d isti nction of being the Yukon's 
f i rst member of parl iament. but i l l  
health hand icapped h is  performa nce 
in the Ho use. 

The new commissioner arrived in 
Dawson by private conveyance from 
Whitehorse on the even ing of 9 Apri l 
1 901 and put up at the M cDona ld  
H otel .  He  was described i n  the Klon ­
dike Nugget as a typical  westerner­
broad-minded, pleasant. affab le ,  ap­
proachable and of q u i ck percept ion .  
But he  was neither so broad-mi nded 
nor so rash as to express h imself as fa­
vou ring wide-open gambl ing ,  as was 
reported dur ing h i s  progress up the 
coast between J u neau and Skagway. 
Ross stated that he had made no such 
statement. H e  rep l ied caut iously to 
q uestions concern ing  h i s  future 
pol icy. H is wife and s ix ch i ldren  were 
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st i l l  i n  Regina and  wo u ld  jo in  h i m  i n  
Dawson once navigat ion h a d  opened. 
In conclus ion he paid tr i bute to his 
predecessor who was sti I I  i n  town, 
saying that he trusted that h is  own 
tenure in  office would be as free from 
ta int of sca nda l  as had been that of 
Wi l l i am Ogi lv ie 2 

F. T. Congdon,  who had been acting 
briefly as admin i strator and who 
would succeed Ross, thought h ig hly 
of h i m .  
I f  vou will permit me to sav s o  I am 
fullV persuaded that had vou searched 
Canada vou could not have found the 
equal of Mr. Ross for the office of 
Commissioner. He is keen and bright. 
courageous and cautious and thor­
oughlV experienced in the class of 
work to which he is obliged to devote 
his attention here.3 

One of h i s  early recommendat ions 
to S ifton was that  greater care be taken 
in f i l l i ng  posit ions in  the territor ia l  
admin istrat ion .  Too often inexperi­
enced people had been sent up  who 
req u i red extens ive tra i n ing on the 
job, and who then were i ntent on 
leaving just  when they were be­
coming of rea l  u se. H e  recommended 
that j udges be appointed for three 
years only ; otherwise they became 
restless and d i scontented, devis ing 
excuses for  wintering on the outside 
which left the bench short-handed.  
Cond i tions were such that few men 
wished to stay i n  the territory for more 
than three or fou r  years. There were 
many importa nt cases before the 
courts, some i nvolving la rge sums of 



4 Commissioner Ross addressing gathering. Dawson. 
24 May 1 901 . (Public Archives of Canada.)  

5 Commissioner's residence. October. 1 901 . (Public 
Archives of Canada.)  
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money ; hence the need for ab le  and  
conscientious judges 4 The very best 
ju rists shou ld be appointed to the 
Yukon.  

Another ear ly  recommendation of 
Ross's of qu ite a d ifferen t  character 
was for the estab l ishment of a brew­
ery in the territory : actua l ly  the Yu kon 
had not long to wait for th is  boon for 
Thomas O' Br ien introd uced a brewery 
in Dawson in the early years of the 
century. R oss a l so suggested the 
removal of restrict ions o n  beer imports. 
for at the current pr ice of the brew i n  
Dawson m e n  were d riven to t h e  more 
deleterious  use of sp i rits. One reca l ls  
the i mperi a l  authorit ies' encourage­
ment offered the brewers i n  the 1 8th 
centu ry to combat the widespread 
add iction to g i n  among the lower 
classes. 

R oss had a firm hand .  H e  was n ot 
a l together  satisf ied with the admin­
istration of the  go ld  commiss ioner's 
office and was constra ined to rem ind 
that  offic ia l  that  he was there to im­
plement. not to form ulate .  pol icy. As 
Ross exp la ined in a letter to S i fton 
on 1 6  August 1 901 . 
I have pointed out to him that when­
e ver the Government feel that they are 
in need of his services as a cabinet 
Minister to formulate their policV the 
Prime Minister will send for him and 
take him into the cabinet; but in the 
meantime. as I say. he is to interpret 
and carry out the wishes of the 
Go vernment. 5 
Recently the 1 0  per cent royalty on 
go ld  production had been red u ced to 
5 per cent. Ross favoured a s imp le  
export tax .  wh ich was  imp lemented 
with i n  the next few sess ions .  

One  of Ross 's  pr inc ipa l  ass ignments 
on appointment was to i nvestigate the 

concession issue. This had been a 
bone of content ion s i nce go ld- rush 
days. and enta i led the grant ing of 
large tracts to va r ious i nd iv idua ls and 
compan ies for the systematic explo i ­
tation of  the  deposits through the use 
of complex and expensive mach inery. 
This practice was he ld by the i nd i ­
vidual  mi ners to  be a betrayal of the 
rig hts of the sma l l  entrepeneur. who 
went into the territory with what he 
cou l d  pack on his back. work ing with 
pan and p ick. I t  was suspected that 
the government profited handsomely 
by these concess ions. and that their 
g rant ing withheld much rich ground  
from the  workings of  the  ind iv idua l  
prospector and m i ner. who had l i t ­
era l ly put the Klond ike on the map to 
start with. Ross did not commit h i m ­
self b u t  promised t o  i nvestigate the 
concess ion issue. I t  was not that the 
pr inciple was bad per se. for con­
cessiona i res with the i r  e laborate 
equipment and capita l  cou l d  explo i t  
g round which the p ick and shovel 
ma'n cou l d  not : i t  was. however. 
widely suspected that tracts had been 
turned over to concessiona i res which 
were sti l l  r ich enough to be of i nterest 
to the p lacer m iner. In his f i rst report 
written in the fa l l  of 1 901 . Ross d i d  
not commit h i mself b y  a n y  means o n  
the concess ion issue. Gold.  he wrote. 
was. sti l l  is. and is  l i kely to rema in  the 
pr incipal  product of the country. The 
great need was to reduce the h igh 
cost of  min ing th rough a reduction in 
freight rates. As matters stood. 
Manv instances can be furnished 
where three. four. five and even ten 
times the cost paid for an article at 
Vancouver and Victoria has been paid 
for getting that article into position on 
some mining claim twenty or thirty 
miles from Dawson.6 
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A t  t h i s  date. R oss expressed a per­
haps too sangu ine opti m ism. at least 
i n  retrospect. on the future of Dawson .  
" N o  o n e  can have spent a season i n  
Dawson without rea l iz ing t h e  existence 
of un mista kable s igns of permanency." 
The new p u bl i c  bu i ld ings i n  D awson. 
he wrote i n  the same report-a school. 
court house. admin istration bu i ld ing 
and post office-would do credit to  a 
city of 50.000 on the outside. He also 
cited the completion of a commis­
s ioner's res idence. 

R oss was to be the first commis­
sioner to res ide in  the spacious com­
fort. and indeed e lega nce. of an offic ia l  
res idence. o r  G overnment H ouse. And 
yet the very ci rcu mstance was to be 
marred by tragedy. I n  order to pur­
chase fu rn ish ings for the residence in 
Vancouver and Victoria. the commis­
s ioner's wife with her  baby and n iece 
took passage on the i l l - fated steamer 
Islander south -bound out of Skagway. 
At 2 :00 A.M.  on the n ight of 1 5  Au ­
gust 1 901 . the Islander struck an i ce­
berg off Doug las Is land. going down 
by the head in only 20 minutes with 
the loss of 24 passengers and crew. 
inc lud ing  M rs. Ross and the two ch i l ­
dren .  The  d i refu l t id ings  were borne to 
the commissioner the next day by 
Sheriff E i l beck. A strong fami ly man. 
R oss was prostrated with grief ; a 
closed carr iage was cal led. and the 
gr ief-stricken commissioner was driven 
to his res idence. All government offices 
were closed and flags lowered to half 
mast. The rough- hewn Nugget was 
equa l  to the occas ion.  



Words are of no avail in even attempt­
ing to describe the heartfelt sympathy 
which we feel for Commissioner Ross 
in the terrible bereavement that has 
just befallen him. We assure him that 
every heart in the Yukon bleeds with 
his and for him and his six little 
children, now motherless, will tonight 
ascend a prayer from countless lips 
that the God of all may sustain them 
in their bereavement. 8 

Shortly thereafter the commiss ioner 
left the territory with the bod ies of his 
wife and ch i ld .  O n  1 October he 
arrived back in  Dawson where he 
received a warm welcome. H e  was 
reported to be looking hale and fit. but 
the i l lness he suffered the fo l lowing 
summer may wel l  be attri buted to this 
heart-wringing tragedy. 

I t  must have been with very m ixed 
fee l ing that Ross took up residence 
in the lavishly appointed and lux­
u riously furnished G overnment House, 
the fi rst of the commissioners to have 
a residence befitt ing h is  office. The 
considerab le sum (in those days) of 
$25,000 had been set aside in the 
Publ ic Works estimates for 1 900-01 
for its construct ion,  which got u nder 
way on 7 J u ly 1 901 under the 
d i rection of the government's resident 
architect. T. W. Fu l ler .  I t  was ready for 
occupancy by 1 November. A three­
storeyed frame house with spacious 
verandahs and many gables decorated 
with ornate trim, the residence was 
fa r and away the largest and most 
su mptuous in Dawson .  The main or 
ground f loor conta ined an  office for 
the commissioner open ing off the 

h igh-ce i l i nged central ha l l .  a d i n i ng ­
room and a reception room paneled 
with h igh ly pol ished Douglas f i r .  9 A 
smal l  private d in ing-room was s it­
uated opposite the main entrance. O n  
t h e  second floor were s i x  bedrooms, 
some with attached bathrooms. One 
feature of the residence was the 
comforta ble provision of indoor water 
closets, h itherto, said the Klondike 
Nugget, considered a luxury in Daw­
son .  There were two brick chimneys 
and the roof was covered with 
galvan ized i ron, no doubt as a f i re 
precaut ion.  Servants' quarters were 
located on the th i rd floor. The whol e  
was heated by a hot-a i r  furnace, later 
found to be inadequate. As the 
Nugget observed, the residence was 
in str ik ing contrast to the accom­
modation provided Walsh and Ogi lv ie  ; 
but then D awson was becoming a 
settled commu nity, the capital of a 
thriving territory with a prosperous 
and secure future, it was hoped. 
G overnment House was equ ipped 
with e lectric l ight. The total cost of 
construction, inc lud ing heating 
and l ight ing equi pment. came to 
$41 , 534,94 . 10  A further $7,000 was 
appropriated for furn ish i ngs, some 
notion of which may be gleaned from 
the Auditor General's report of 1 900-
01 . 1 1  In later years, M rs .  Martha Lou ise 
Black,  wife of Yukon's last commis­
s ioner and for fou r  years a chate la ine  
of  G overnment H ouse wrote of  it. 

This official residence, situated on 
a prominent site at the confluence of 
the rivers, was a splendid example of 
"contractor's art," and was one of the 
sights of the country It was ornate 
to the superlative degree, loaded with 
fancy fretwork of fantastic design. 
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On either side of the third storey were 
large boxlike ornaments, which in 
these early days were derisively called 
"ballot boxes," in a reference to al­
leged ballot box frauds. 1 2 
The luxurious res idence, in those 
ear ly years of Yu kon's prosperity, ac­
corded wel l  with the  d ign ity attach ing 
to  the office of  i t s  ch ief executive. Th is  
was to be fol lowed, however, by many 
years of sad ant ic l imax, boarded up 
and u n i n hab i ted,  but  none foresaw 
th is  in 1 901 . 

It was sa id of R oss that he had the 
knack of dea l i ng with m ore people 
with in a given period of t ime than 
a nyone else i n  the pub l ic  service ; so 
said the Nugget i n  any case. He too 
was besieged by a stream of ca l l s  
morn ing to  n ight .  I n  h i s  report of  30 
J u n e  1 902,  Ross  had considerable 
development to record dur ing h i s  fi rst 
complete year in  office. I mproved 
means of transportat ion,  and particu ­
l a rly the open ing up of new roads to 
the d iggi ngs, had so man i festly l ow­
ered the cost of m in ing  that low-grade 
ground scorned in the earl ier period 
as uneconomic cou ld now be worked 
to good advantage. M ach inery was 
rep lac ing the pick and shovel .  Con­
fidently he wrote, "Go ld  m in ing is  st i l l .  
a n d  wi l l  a lways be ,  the  ch ief industry 
of the territory, but  the conditions of 
m i n i n g  a re rapidly chang ing from a 
specu lative to a permanE:nt bus i ness 
character." 1 3  Dawson, he conti nued 
e lsewhere in h is  report. now wore the 
settled aspect of a Canad ian  city with 
stores stocked with goods compara b le  
to those on the outside, with churches, 
hospita ls and schoo l s ; with its s ide­
wa l ks and street l ight ing i t  had sur­
passed a number of l a rger centres i n  
t h e  long-settled reg ions o f  eastern 
Canada .  D awson had become an i n -



corporated city governed by a mayor 
and six a ldermen who were carry ing 
on the task of mun ic ipa l  government 
which had so recently devolved upon 
the overworked Og i lv ie .  Qu ite a b i t  
had been accompl ished i n  a q u iet un­
obtrusive way d u ri ng  R oss's fi rst year 
in office. In the words of the DailV 
Morning Sun. adm ittedly a supporter 
of govern ment. 
No one who is honest can possiblV 
find fault with the action of the gov­
ernment during the past year. When 
the situation is calmlv surveyed the 
rapidity with which a howling wilder­
ness. far removed from civilization. 
almost impossible of access. and near­
IV within the Arctic Circle. has passed 
to a settled community. with lines of 
communications well established. with 
a settled form of government. a city 
with its own incorporation. the terri­
torv with self government and the 
right accorded to it to send a repre­
sentative to the federal parliament. 
the whole is sufficient to make the 
world wonder. Nothing like it has oc­
curred in the history of any country. 1 4  

The year 1 902 was t o  see the e lec­
t ion  of the f i rst member to represent 
the Yukon in the H ouse of Commons.  
Arr iv ing at S kagway o n  the Princess 
MaV on 1 J u ne 1 902.  R oss was n o n ­
committal as t o  whether h e  wou l d  run 
for the seat. He rep l i ed that he thought 
he cou ld  contr ib ute more as commis­
s ioner. but that if pressed. he wo u ld  
cons ider be ing  a ca n d i date. O n  h i s  
return to Dawson a few days later. 
fo l lowing a 5 Y>- month a bsence. he 
den ied rumours that Laurier had ap­
proached h im concern ing  entry to the 
cab inet ; this. however. was a rumour 
that d ied hard and  was to play a part 

in the forth coming  e lection .  The Sun 
descri bed Ross's welcome i n  Dawson 
as "the grandest and most enthusias­
tic recept ion ever tendered to a pub l ic  
man i n  the West. or  i n  the Yukon ter­
ritory at least."1 5 A wel com ing del­
egatio n  sa i led upstream aboard the 
Susie to meet Ross i nbound on the 
Bailey. The Susie was decorated i n  
gala fash ion.  crowded with celebrants 
and with a portra i t  of the commissioner 
at the head of the main sta i rcase. The 
two riverboats met upstream from 
Dawson at a point ca l led Ens ley. 
whereupon the band aboard the Susie 
struck up the nat iona l  a nthem. fo l ­
lowed by the "Maple Leaf." On the 
return run a lu ncheon of hero ic  d imen­
s ions and no mean de l icacy was served 
prepa red by a gou rmet chef formerly 
engaged i n  a luxury hotel in H ono lu lu .  
No doubt the  com missioner's devo­
t ion to duty and accompl i shments. 
despite the tragedy in h i s  own l i fe the 
prev ious year. had done much to 
endear h im to the territory. 

But the stra in  of the bereavement 
and of the pressure to which he was 
undoubtedly subject had taken its to l l .  
On the arrival of the steamer Colum­
bian at Whitehorse on 1 8  J u ly 1 902. 
it was learned that the commissioner. 
a passenger. had been stricken with a 
severe para lytic stroke. H e  was at 
once ta ken to a Major S nyder's house 
in Whitehorse where two doctors d i ­
agnosed a partial para lysis o f  the left 
side. For a t ime h is  l ife was in jeopardy 
and he requ i red the attenda nce of two 
tra i ned nurses. But on 1 5  Aug ust. 
Ross was able to telegraph S i fton that 
he was recovering rapid ly. reg a i n i n g  
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t h e  use of both h i s  arm and h is  voice ; 
he expected to leave on 1 9 August for 
V ictoria. but a phys ic ian and two nur­
ses were to accompany h im on the 
journey south.  a journey which event­
ua l ly took him as fa r as Los Angeles 
and a nother spe l l  of hospital izat ion .  

O bv iously Ross had been ap­
proached to  sta nd for  Parl i ament. for 
on 29  August 1 902 he was telegraph­
ing S ifton from Victoria to the effect 
that the doctors had to ld h im that a 
pol i t ica l  campa i g n  wou ld  in jure h im.  
but  nonetheless. i f  i t  was the wi l l  of 
the party. he would do so. But they 
must u ndersta nd.  he cont i n ued. that 
he must engage in no activity for the 
next three months. and even there­
after he wou l d  have to take due care. 
Eventua l ly. he was told. he would 
recover his health.  U nder the c i rcum­
sta nces. of course. h is chances of 
election would not be as good as i f  
he could take a n  active part i n  the 
ca mpa ign .  

Spea k ing i n  Brockvi l le .  Ontar io. on  
5 September. S ifton accorded Ross 
h igh  pra i se and sa id that had i t  not 
been for h is  i l l ness. he would undoubt­
edly have been taken i nto the cabi net 
to share with Senator Templeman the 
representat ion of the West. 
Mr. Ross is unquestionablv one of 
the most capable men we have ever 
had in the West. He has had a most 
successful career in public life in the 
North west. and from all that I can 
learn he has won the confidence of 
the people of the Yukon district in a 
very great degree. 1 6 



Writing to S ifton from Victoria on  
2 3  September, Ross  to ld  h i m  that  he  
was going on to  Los  Angeles to  con ­
valesce. Nevertheless, Ross a l lowed 
his name to stand for nom inat ion,  a l ­
though unable t o  campaign .  There­
after pol it ical  game was made of  h i s  
condition by t h e  contend i ng parties. 
On 8 N ovember the Nugget pro­
c la imed with banner head l i nes that 
Ross was now en route to Ottawa for 
a probable cab inet a ppointment. Ross 
was opposed by J oseph A.  C la rke, 
the stormy petrel of Yukon pol it ics, a 
man with a shady past who had served 
nois i ly and contentiously on the Y u kon 
counci l  and who eventua l ly became 
the mayor of Edmonton. The Nugget 
and the Sun both supported Ross and 
made much of h i s  ant ic i pated entry 
to the cabi net, when Yukon wou l d  be 
indeed wel l  served with a cabinet 
min ister represent ing her interests. 
There was, h owever, no intention of 
taking Ross i nto the cabi net for h i s  
health was such that, when elected 
to the House as Yukon's  member, h i s  
erstwh i le supporters tu rned aga inst 
him for the way in  which he neglected 
their  interests in the H ouse. The Nug­
get's campa ign ,  based on a fa lse pre­
mise, backfired. 

The Dawson Dailv News, a Cla rke 
supporter, denied th is  a l legation,  
thrown out as a vote -catcher at  the 
last moment, that R oss was slated, i f  
e lected, for the cabinet. The News had 
i t  on the authority of the Toronto Mail 
and Empire that Ross's prospects of 
cabinet appointment were unfounded, 
and that further they had received a 
telegram from the L os Angeles Times 

that the ca ndidate had been i l l  in hos­
p ita l  for three weeks with rheu matism. 
Rather unctuously the News con­
cluded, "The News has the deepest 
sympathy for Mr. Ross in  his aff l ict ion, 
but a stern sense of duty to the peop le  
demands that the truth be told ."1 7 

On 1 3 N ovember, the Nugget pub­
l ished a teleg ram from Ross stating 
that he  was leaving Los Angeles for 
V ictoria the same day and that the 
rumour of h is i l l ness was false.  The 
News and Nugget then charged one 
another with fabricating te legrams. 
The two rival papers could not even 
agree on the name of the hospital  in 
which the a i l ing Ross had been treated : 
the News referred to the H ospital  of 
the G ood S amaritan, the Nugget to 
the H ospita l  of the G ood Shepherd, 
but both agreed that the institution 
was i n  Los Angeles. The News was 
the stronger pa per but was backing 
the wea ker candidate. Although un­
ab le  to  campaign, Ross nonethel ess 
won the seat hand i ly. 

And so J a mes H ami lton Ross en­
tered the H ouse as the Yukon's first 
member. H is platform was succinctly 
stated : "I recognize that the whole 
bus iness l ife of the Yu kon depends 
upon the success of the prospector 
and miner, and they above a l l  others 
must be encouraged ."1 8 Among the 
measures he worked for were duty­
free importation of m in ing machinery 
for one year, a whol ly elective counc i l .  
the red u ction of  m iners' l icence fees, 
and the esta bl ish ment of a smelter. 
R oss foresaw the future importance 
of Whitehorse, both by reason of its 
location and the la rge copper deposits 
in the v ic in ity. 

Ross's i l l  health continued to plague 
h im to such an extent that he was 
often absent from the H ouse. By J u ne 
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of 1 903 h is  erstwhi le  suppo rter, the 
Nugget, was h aving second thoughts 
a bout its support of Ross.  The g row­
ing d i ssat isfaction confi rmed the News' 
reservat ions a bout R oss the prev ious 
autumn,  on  the grounds of  h i s  i l l  hea l th .  
Ross recommended F .  T .  Congdon,  
who had  acted as legal  adviser to the 
territor ia l  government, as h i s  successor. 
Of Ross the i rascible p ioneer ed itor 
of the Yukon Sun wrote : " H o n .  J. H. 
R oss made a f ine Commiss ioner but  
h i s  s ic kness was a calamity to Y u kon,  
for i t  has  led to the appointment of a 
M r. F red T. Congdon, of H a l ifax, as 
Commissioner . " 1 9  

There i s  n o  doubt but  that R oss 
must be accou nted a very ab le  com­
miss ioner, a practica l  reformer, affab le  
and a pproachab le .  I f  he  was less ac­
t ive  as a member than as commis­
s ioner, th i s  undou btedly was  due to 
the poor state of h i s  hea lth .  

R oss was summ oned to the Senate 
in 1 904, no doubt in  l ieu  of a cabinet 
portfo l i o .  He reta ined his seat in the 
upper H ouse unti l his death in V ic­
tor ia ,  B rit ish Co lumbia ,  14 December 
1 9 3 2 .  

Frederick Tennvson Congdon 
The most controvers ia l  commiss ioner 
Yukon ever had  was born in Anna­
pol is,  N ova S cotia ,  1 6  N ovember 
1 8 58,  the son of H in kle  Congdon and 
Cather ine Tompkins Congdon He 
attended the Annapol is  H ig h  Schoo l .  
Freder ick Tennyson Congdon came 
of Eng l i sh  stoc k : his mother indeed 
was a G reek and Latin scholar  who, 
accord ing to an  a rt ic le in  the Yukon 
Sun, res ided in Eng land .  The boy l ived 
up to h i s  pa rents' expectat ions.  H e  
took a B .A.  i n  a rts, with fi rst-c l ass 



6 Commissioner Congdon. (Dawson Daily News, 
7 May 7903.) 
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honours i n  c lassics at Toronto in 1 879 .  
stud ied law for  two years under the 
tutelage of his grandfather at the I n ner 
Temple.  London. and took h is LL. B .  
i n  1 88 3  at Toronto. first enteri ng part­
nersh ip  with a D r. Russel l .  O . c . .  who 
from 1 89 6  sat for H a l ifax in  the H ouse 
of Commons.  During his seven years 
in a H a l ifax law practice. Congdon 
rapidly won recogn ition i n  h is profes­
s ion .  H is  two years ( 1 885-87)  as a n  
editor ia l  writer for the Halifax Morning 
Chronicle apparently gave h im a taste 
for pol it ics. for he twice contested 
Shelburne aga i nst heavy odds in the 
Liberal i n terest and  he campaigned 
for F ie ld ing in the 1 900 elect ion .  I n  
1 89 6  h e  was appointed a lecturer at 
the Da lhousie Law School .  and  in 
1 89 9  to the commission for the rev i ­
s ion of prov inc ia l  statutes. I n  this 
capacity he pub l ished a Digest of 
Provincial Laws of Nova Scotia. 

The ab le  but mercuria l  Congdon 
seems fi rst to have arrived i n  the Yukon 
about the turn of the century. when 
Dawson sti l l  bore some of the ear­
marks of a boom town. In 1 901 he 
was appointed legal adviser to the 
Yukon Counc i l .  But Congdon d id not 
reta in  that post for long. for on 1 5  J u ly 
1 901 he announced h is  resignat ion. 
effective 1 2  September 1 901 . i n  order 
to j o i n  the Dawson law f irm of Wade 
and Aikman .  The Nugget reg retted h is  
res ignat ion from the cou nc i l .  but  a l ­
leged that  he could not  l ive on the 



sa lary of $5.000 per a n n u m  with four 
dependents. a wife. two sons and a 
daughter. The Nugget considered 
Congdon's work o n  leg is lat ion worth 
many times h i s  sa lary and  strong ly  
urged that  sa laries be raised for  these 
off ic ia ls i n  order to secure able men.  
Although he had n ot been long i n  the 
Yukon.  Congdon was reported as 
being very popular. with many fr iends. 
With i n  a couple of years that popu­
lar ity had faded : to many in the 
territory the name of Congdon had 
become anathema. 

Congdon was appointed to the 
comm issionersh ip  o n  4 March 1 903. 
inaugurating the stormiest tenure of 
that office in  the territory's h istory. 
I n it i a l ly the a ppointment was popular .  
There could be n o  doubt of the man's 
ab i l i ty. and he had been i n  the ter­
ritory long enough.  with suffic ient ex­
perience in office. that he must be 
accounted thorough ly  fam i l i a r  with 
Yukon's needs and asp i rat ions.  He 
wou ld  be a strong executive. but that. 
after a l l . was what the territory needed. 
There was much yet to be done i n  the 
reform of the m in ing code. the popu­
larization of government. the l owering 
of fre ight rates and the improvement 
of commun i cat ions in  this fa r northerly 
region .  Congdon.  i t  would appear. 
was just what the territory needed.  
The pro-government pa per. soon to 
be repudiated and d i spossessed of its 
patronage by Congdon.  enthusi astic­
al ly reported his triumpha l  progress 
a long the tra i l  to O awson .  

All along the trail. the people united 
in making his trip a pleasurable one. 
At every road-house he was met by 
people anxious to shake his hand and 
tell him how glad they were that he 
is commissioner. and at Wounded 
Moose roadhouse he stood out in the 
cold for half an hour listening to the 
view of an old sour-dough who hap­
pened along just at that time with a 
Yukon sled attached to a single dog. 
and who was on his way to prospect 
in the Stewart river country-for the 
new commissioner is one of the best 
"mixers" that ever came over the trail. 
A t  Stewart river he met the first party 
of Dawsonites who had made the 
1 50-mile trip to be the first from Daw­
son to congratulate him. and at Indian 
river he was met by a delegation of 
his fellow government officials who 
had been there three days waiting to 
greet him. A t  Grand Forks he met a 
reception that could not be questioned 
from standpoint of numbers. enthu­
siasm and cordiality. and there changed 
conveyances to ride into his home 
town with the mayor of Dawson. 
followed by about a dozen conveyan ­
ces. filled with his friends and fellow 
citizens. 20 
The new commissioner arrived i n  
Oawson shortly before eleven on the 
morn ing of 9 Apri l .  his wife and fami ly 
to fol low on from Victoria with the 
open ing  of Yukon navigat ion the fo l ­
l owing month. H e  was to b e  found i n  
h is  office i n  the admin istration bu i ld ­
i ng  by ten  the  fol lowing morn ing .  H i s  
sa lary. as with the  previous incum­
bents. was  $6.000 per annum with a 
further $6.000 a l l owance for expenses. 
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He m issed a few d ays at h i s  office 
early in August. confined to a darkened 
room with a bad ly i nflamed eye 
thought to have been caused by a 
powder burn whi le  shooti ng .  

Congdon  started off wel l .  I n  N o ­
vember h e  expressed h imself i n  favour  
of a who l ly  elective counc i l  which.  he 
op i ned i n  a letter to S ifton.  would be 
eas ier to hand le than  the present 
counc i l .  In the same letter he gave it 
as his op in ion  that the Yukon seat 
would be safe i n  the L i beral i nterest 
p rovided the party reta ined power i n  
Ottawa ; otherwise i t  would l i ke ly fa l l  
t o  a Conservative. H e  went o n  t o  say 
that he had a gent leman's agreement 
with the Conservatives that they would 
support the Liberal  contender a s  long 
a s  the government was susta ined i n  
power i n  Ottawa. but that t h e  Libera l s  
wou l d  act  i n  the  Conservative i nterest 
shou ld  the government be defeated ; 
however. he d i d  not ant ic ipate th is  
state of affa i rs 21 

Ear ly i n  the new yea r. Congdon 
wrote to S ifton that he had been work­
i ng very hard o n  a new m i n i n g  code 
which was in the f ina l  throes of prep­
a rat ion ; i f  its ma in  features were 
adopted . " I  bel ieve we sha l l  have for 
the Yukon the o n ly satisfactory m i n i ng 
code to be fou n d  in the world to­
day."22 By Apr i l  of the fol lowi ng year. 
1 905. the Laurier g overnment a n ­
nou nced widespread changes i n  the 
Yukon m i n i n g  code. among which 
were the red u ct ion of the m iner's 
l icence to f ive do l l a rs and an i ncrease 
in the size of c la ims.  Congdon's  paper. 
the World. in its 4 April 1 905 edit ion.  
poi nted out that the present member. 
O r. Alfred Thompson .  had been cred­
ited with these reforms. but proved 
through  a letter from Congdon to the 



Dawson Board of Trade that the credit  
belonged rather to Congdon 23 

Meant ime the Congdons were tak­
ing  their function as hosts at the res ­
idence ser iously. O n  6 N ovember 
1 903,  M rs .  Congdon enterta ined a 
g roup of young people with a dance .  
The Yukon Sun reported "the par lours 
of G overnment H ouse br i l l ia ntly i l ­
l u m i n ated and decorated for t h e  oc­
cas ion."24 A tota l of 35 guests at­
tended . E a rly in  December she th rew 
a euchre pa rty. A N ew Year's Day 
levee was held at  the res idence be­
tween the hours of one and  two i n  the 
afternoon,  poss ib ly the f i rst such vice­
rega l  occasion i n  D awson .  V is i to rs 
were to be met by the commiss ioner 
a nd chate la ine  in  the ha l l  on present­
ing their cards, and were then to pass 
into the d rawing roo m  to partake of 
l i ght refreshments. Officers of the 
N orth -West Mou nted Po l ice in fu l l ­
d ress u n iform jo ined t h e  commiss ioner 
and his lady in  the receiv ing l i ne .  On 
the occasion of G eo rge Washington's 
B i rthday (which i n  the Dawson of the 
early d ays took equa l  precedence with 
V ictor ia  or Empi re Day, both of which 
ecl i psed Domin ion Day),  M rs .  Cong­
don gave a l uncheon fo r  American 
lad ies of her acquai ntance.  The d in ing  
table's centre-p iece was a cherry tree, 
at  the base of which were toy hatchets 
decorated with red , white and b lue  
r ibbon s : ropes i n  the  same nat iona l  
colours were d ra ped from the  chan ­
de l ier  to the fou r  corners of the ta b le .  
The menu featured a portra i t  of Wash­
i ngton with the Amer ican eagle a nd 
e ntwined flags, and a l i berty be l l  ap­
pea red on the  front page, but  perhaps 
m ore to the poi nt. "The l uncheon was 

a tr iumph of the cu l i na ry art."25 Coffee 
was served in the d rawi ng room i n  
approved and formal  fash ion .  There 
were 1 1  guests, but n ot inc l uded was 
a future chate l a i ne  of G overnment 
H ouse, M rs. M a rtha Louise B l ack, a 
lady from Chicago ; of cou rse, she and  
he r  husband may have been winter ing 
on the outside. 

But aga i nst th i s  p leasant and hos­
pitable backd rop, giv ing the territory 
a l i tt le much-needed "class," the com­
missioner h imself was revea l i ng  a 
cloven hoof. If the commiss ioner was 
a reformer on some i ssues, he was 
also a d ictator who cou ld  not ab ide 
opposition .  The Dawson Daily News, 
the l i ttle capital's f i rst paper and  one 
which wou ld  become a formidab le  
::>pponent to Congdon in  the most 
heated elect ion- later i n  the yea r-that 
the territory wou l d  ever see, reported 
the f i rst of the commiss ioner's arb itra ry 
proceedings in its 6 J a n ua ry 1 904 
edit ion. The two e lective members of 
the Yukon Counc i l .  J oseph A. C la rke 
and Dr. Alfred Thompson, had a b ­
sented themselves from t h e  seve n ­
man body ( i nclud ing  t h e  commis­
s ioner) i n  protest aga i nst some of 
Congdon's measures wh ich they d i d  
not conceive to b e  in  the people's 
i nterest. Congdon and  the four ap­
pointive members nonetheless rammed 
through the legis l at ion,  a l though i n  
fact they d i d  not con stitute a quorum, 
in  j ust 3Y. m inutes. I t  was the shape 
of things to come, for Congdon was 
set upon contro l l i ng  the territor ia l  
government aga inst a l l  comers .  

David R .  Morr ison i n  h is  Politics of 
the Yukon Territory 1 898- 1 909, a 
masterly treatise on the pol it ica l fer­
ment which characterized those years, 
charges that Congdon fashioned 
a personal political machine, sanc-
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tioned official intervention in party 
politics, violated two territorial or­
dinances, defied the wishes of repre­
sentatives elected by the people, and 
allowed his lieutenant to support 
gambling in con tra vention of the 
Canadian Criminal Code and to use 
public revenues to further political 
ends26 

by naming the World as off ic ia l  g a ­
zette, refus ing t o  appoint a three-man 
commission to  admin ister Dawson, 
and by seiz ing the civic admin istration 
pr ior to the p leb isc ite on the Dawson 
c ity cha rter. 

Congdon had n ot been in office 
long before deciding that the Yukon 
Sun was too b lunt  an instrument for 
h i s  pu rposes ; he therefore commis­
s ioned h is  henchman, Wil l iam Temple, 
to estab l ish a new government organ 
to be known as the Yukon World and 
to engage W. A. Beddoe, an ab le but 
mischievous editor from the Dawson 
Daily News, as i ts editor. This Temple 
at once proceeded to do, and the first 
edit ion of the World appeared on 2 9  
February 1 904. A t  f i rst the supplanted 
Sun tried to b rave i t  out. but by spr ing 
was forced to take issue with Cong­
don .  Congdon's action i n  a rb itrar i ly 
tra nsferr ing government patronage 
from the Sun to the World spl i t  asunder 
the Liberal  party in  the Yukon.  R ichard 
Roediger, part owner and editor of 
the Dawson Daily News, contended 
that the Li beral party in  the Yukon 
was "a house d iv ided." F ina l ly, i n  its 
2 Apri l  edition, the Sun jo ined issue 
with Congdon.  



A year ago when Commissioner 
Congdon came to Yukon. the chance 
was before him that few men have 
had. . .  .He surrounded himself with 
false friends and paid claquers. and 
put up a representation of the man 
who would be a czar. Today there are 
few men in business or professional 
life. in mining or labor circles. who are 
poor enough to call him friend. 27 
The Sun went down with d ign ity. I n  
its last editor ia l  the p io neer paper 
(fi rst publ ished in  J u ne. 1 8 98)  
rebu ked i ts  enemy. 

The Sun has never gauged its 
Liberalism by the amount of money it 
has been able to obtain from the 
government. The advertisement will 
not change us. The commissioner has 
considered the question of depriving 
us of it for a long time. and now that 
we are deprived of it we can only say 
to the commissioner with all the old 
fashioned courtesy of Louis Mann : 
" The 'depravity' is all yours." Although 
deprived. it is no "depra vity" to US 28 

I n  defending h imself i n  a letter of 
2 J u ne 1 904 to Deputy M in ister J .  A. 
Smart. Congdon revealed h is  hand .  

I think you probably know from 
your short experience here of the 
desperate crowd one has to deal with . 
The only way to treat them is to take 
them by the throat. and if the present 
policy is continued for another year 
there will be no quieter part of the 
Dominion so far as the agitators are 
concerned. than Yukon. In the past 
too much attention has been paid to 
agitators. In the future professional 
agitators should be ignored and only 
complaints legitimately expressed and 
with good foundation. attended to 29 

And later the same month to S ifton : 
All that is necessary to kill out agita­
tors in this Territory is to take agitators 
by the throat. as they have been 
taken recently and go ahead with what 
is deemed proper in spite of their 
protests. They are a sick crowd here 
now and will be a great deal sicker as 
time rolls by. 30 
Nor  was the commissioner above 
stoop ing to personal ities with h i s  
remarks concern ing "the rept i le 
American press." 

By m id-J u ly of 1 904 with a federal 
e lect ion in the off ing. Congdon 
t ig htened h i s  control of the civi l  serv­
ice. Those who opposed the Congdon 
l i ne wou l d  suffer. The World indeed 
q uoted the Yukon Act. by which the 
commissioner was g iven contro l .  with 
powers of suspension.  of all off ic ia ls  
i n  the territo ry The News contended 
that th i s  b lanket authority appl ied on ly 
to territori a l  and not federa l off ic ia ls 
such as the pol ice. post office and 
customs. O n ly "the under l i ngs of the 
admin istration bu i ld ing could be so 
b l uffed." They had formed the "Tab" 
wing of the Libera ls to back the com­
miss ioner regardless of the rest of 
their party.31 But the contention of the 
Dawson Dailv News was incorrect. 
as a read ing  of the terms of the Yukon 
Act wou l d  wel l  have confirmed . In 
fact. the only offic ia l  whom the com­
missioner could not control o r  suspend 
was the ch ief just ice. 

In a long letter to the Prime M i n ister 
written o n  1 5  J u ly 1 904. Congdon 
com pla i ned that opposit ion was rife 
throughout the ra nks of the civi l  serv­
ice. with d isgruntled offic ia ls  wo rk ing 
hand i n  g love with d issaffected Amer­
icans who opposed federal authority 
on pr inc ip le .  I n  fact. certa in federal 
offic ia ls  such as the postmaster. H a rt-
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man.  had supported the News. the 
opposit ion pa per. whose rasca l ly  ed­
i tor  had been heard to boast that  the  
commiss ioner  had n o  control over  h is  
admin istrat ion .  I t  was n ecessary to 
make one good exa mple to restore 
d isc ip l ine .  Congdon concl uded with. 
" I  assure you that I have done n oth­
i ng - and wi l l  do  noth ing  in th is  Terr i­
tory. which wi l l  not sta nd the most 
i nti mate i nvestigat ion .  I wi l l  n ot escape 
ca l u m ny. I do  n ot expect to escape."32  
To which Sir  Wi lfred repl ied o n  6 Au­
gust. "The G overnment has obsol ute 
confidence in  your zeal and j udgment 
and  h i therto. whi lst we have recei ved 
n u merous compla i nts a s  you wel l  
kn ow. we have taken no heed of the 
same and left the whole matter to you r  
d i scret ion ."33  C o n g d o n  had more 
comments on the scum of Seattle. San  
Franc isco and  Tacoma. i n d icative that 
at  this phase of his career he did n ot 
l i ke Americans. especi a l ly Americans 
i n  the K lond ike. with the i r  upstart re­
pUb l ican ism and  vulgar egal i ta r ian ism.  
I t  was to be the Canad ian  voters. for  of 
cou rse the Ameri cans had n ot the 
franch ise. who were to reject Congdon .  

A l though so many reports of pa rty 
d issens ion  in Dawson had reached h i s  
ea rs. Laurier n o  doubt felt justif ied i n  
reta i n i n g  confidence i n  Congdon .  H e  
had. after a l l .  effected economies by 
reduc ing roads expend i tu re and by 
cutt ing back o n  the ra n ks of the c iv i l  
service. from which he ant ic i pated a 
su rp lus  of $50.000 instead of the usua l  
deficit .  

As the t ime for the federal  election 
app roached Congdon.  with some re­
g rets. decided to res ign  the commis­
s ionersh i p  a nd contest the seat h i m ­
self. He wrote Laur ier o n  8 N ovember 
1 904 that he considered that he was 



the cand idate who cou ld "reconc i le 
the confl ict ing e lements better than 
a nyone else."34 Robert Lowe of White­
horse wou ld  run if he  d id  n ot and  
Lowe was  not  acceptable to the Daw­
son voters. He a lso cou ld reconci le 
the Engl ish- and  F rench-speak ing e le­
ments i n  the territory. H e  was con­
f ident of  v ictory, he  assured Laurier, 
"and I may say in conc lus ion  that I 
sha l l  be very g reatly d i sappo inted if my 
majority is not 500, a n d  I hope for 
more."35 In tender ing h i s  res ig nat ion 
on 2 9  October, Congdon thanked 
Laur ier  for h i s  unfa i l i ng  s u pport " in  my 
d ifficu l t  office. Your k ind ness has in­
creased my deep d evot ion  to you.  I 
trust I sha l l  receive on December 16th 
a r ight roya l  v ind icat ion ."36 

The l i nes were now d rawn, the issues 
closed. Congdon was opposed by 
D r. Alfred Thompson who ra n as an 
I ndependent.  The campa ign  was the 
n astiest and d i rtiest i n  the Yukon's br ief 
h istory. The News suppo rted Thomp­
son, who had the backing of the Con­
servatives and the ant i - Congdon L ib­
era ls ,  known loca l ly  as the "Steam 
Beers" i n  reference to a brewery owned 
by one of the i r  more pro m i nent  mem­
bers .  The pro- Congdon Libera l s  were 
l abeled "Tabs" from the ch its g iven 
out by Congdon's  campa ign  head­
quarters for  future redemption by h i s  
supporters. The  News ra l l ied the  ant i ­
Congdon forces u n der  the battle cry, 
"We must d efeat th i s  gang  or leave 
the territory."37 On 30 N ovember the 
News warned its readers through  what 
i t  termed a leak i n  the "Tab" head­
quarters that the Congdon forces were 
a bout to pub l i sh  bogus telegrams 

purport ing to emanate from Ottawa, 
promising a l l  sorts of concessions and  
promises l i ke ly to  sway the  voters at  
the last moment. The News sa id that 
the fact that Congdon's supporters 
would resort to such a sta le dodge 
showed that they were d esperate fo r 
some exped ient to stave off defeat. 
The same tactic had been used in  the 
Ross campaign two years earl ier ; it 
had worked then, but the voters should 
not be gu l led a second t ime.  

I n  the issue Thompson won by some 
600 votes ; it should h ave been more 
l i ke 1 ,500 said the News, but the ne­
farious tactics of  the Congdon mach i ne 
had reduced i t  by more than ha lf .  Pon­
t if icated the  News, 
The safety from revolution of any Brit­
ish country or of Britain herself, de ­
pends wholly upon the power of the 
people to work their will without 
bloodshed. This opinion is not at all 
original, but is the basic principle of all 
the works of Macaulay on British 
constitutionalism.38 

On 1 9  December the ed itor of the 
News pressed fo r the lay ing of ch arges 
aga inst al l  those accused of miscon­
duct i n  attempti ng to  inf luence the 
result of the electi on .  I n the sequel 
many of the charges were d ropped, to 
the d isgust of the News. 

And so Congdon went down to de­
feat. L ike the dog in  Aesop's fa bles, 
he had dropped the su bsta nce at hand 
for  what  proved a n  i l l us ion .  But h i s  
ecl ipse was to  prove temporary. 

One by-product of the vic ious elec­
t ion campa ign  was the resentment 
shown the est imable R oyal North -West 
Mounted Pol ice by the defeated com­
m issioner, who carried on a campaign 
aga i nst the force, surely the first and 
the last  commiss ioner to do so. In  h is  
report dated at Dawson o n  3 Aug ust 
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1 903 a year and more before the elec­
tion, Congdon paid the force the usua l  
encomiums for  i ts  integr ity and eff i ­
c iency. A year later, however, writ ing 
to S ifton o n  1 7  August 1 904, he 
charged that the pol ice and particu lar ly 
the officers were opposed to the ad­
m in i stratio n .  They stood in awe of  
ag i tators. M ajor  Zachary Taylor Wood , 
Royal N orth -West Mounted Pol ice, i n  
a letter t o  F .  C .  Wade, gave the reason 
why. 
Win or lose Congdon will see that I 
leave the Yukon because the police 
have in certain measure prevented 
Temple from carrying out his Tam­
many schemes ; for instance we 
stopped the gambling and thus put an 
end to his receiving protection money 
from this class.39 
Also, he had refused to award con­
tracts to the "Tab" faction rather than 
the "Steam Beers" and other Liberals 
at h igher bids than the letter had 
quoted.  

But  worse d isclosures were to come. 
I n a letter to the comptro l ler  of the 
Royal North -West Mounted Pol ice 
o n  1 9  December  1 904, Wood charged 
the "Tab" faction ,  or Congdon sup­
porters, with having sto len voters' l i sts 
and  with hav ing removed names from 
others. B ut a l l  the stolen l ists had 
been recovered and  the l i sts corrected, 
so thwart ing the mach inat ions of the 
Congdon mach ine which had on ly 
succeeded i n  spl itting the Liberal 
pa rty i n  twa i n .  H e  added that many 
civil servants had been int im idated by 
the Congdon forces i n  o rder to force 
the i r  vote for the sake of the i r  jobs 40 

But  if any thought Congdon dis­
posed to be a good sport about the 
election, they were mista ken . In a 



whin ing  letter to Laur ier the fo l l owing 
yea r ( 20 September) Congdon 
attacked Wood. 

When I was defeated, straightway, 
that spineless sneak Major Wood was 
put in charge of affairs here and that 
to the persecution of my supporters he 
brought not only the whole influence 
of the police force, the Police Mag­
istrate, then acting Captain Wroughton, 
but also of the Territorial Government 
then under his own contro/ 41 

C ongdon pursued his vendetta with 
the pol ice through  the ed itor ia l  
co lumns of the Yukon World - of 
course, anonymously. Major Ross 
Cuth bert. writ ing to Woodside, 
bra nded these attacks as abuse and  
l i es  wh ich  none  cou ld  take seriously. 
H e  concluded, 
It is incomprehensible that a man who 
has ever been the apple of discord 
here, and whose discreditable acts are 
pretty well known to the public, 
should still be able to occupy a van ­
tage point at the expense of this same 
long suffering public from which to 
expel his venom to the disgust of the 
community 42 

Replying to th is  letter on 27 Aug ust 
1 906, Woodside referred to Congdon 
as the "has been," which i ndeed he 
was for the nonce. Woodside fancied 
that Laurier had reproved Congdon 
for  h i s  abuse of the pol ice, for the l ast 
issue he had seen of the Yukon World 
had conta ined a l audatory art ic le on 
the Royal North-West Mounted 
Pol ice. La ur ier had indeed taken 

cogniza nce of Congdon's vendetta, 
for as early as May 1 906 he had 
i nformed Major Wood that he need 
not g ive the World the patronage of 
h i s  office. But  much worse than the 
ex-commissioner's v ind ictive pursual 
of the force was a series of sn ide and 
a nonymous attacks wh ich Laurier 
descri bed to Mcl nnes, Congdon's 
successor, as scurri lous, upon the 
cha racter of Mrs. Wood, Major Wood's 
wife. Laurier cou ld  scarce bring h im­
self to  bel ieve that "our  friend Cong­
don" cou ld stoop so low as to attack 
a lady 43 In reply, M c l n nes told the 
prime min i ster in  a l etter of 1 9  J u ne 
1 906 that the anonymous a rti cles in 
the Yukon World, u nder the pseu­
donym " D awson" were indeed the 
work of  F. T. Congdon. But M c l n nes 
smoothed i t  over saying that the 
resentments from the 1 904 election 
were aggravated by the riva l ry be­
tween two lead ing fami l ies. In any 
case the News had j ust bought out 
the World, and so Congdon would no 
longer have a sou nd ing board for h i s  
a n i mosity. Congdon's admin istrat ion, 
wrote M c l n nes, had been gu i l ty of 
"many petty and i l l -advised acts of 
admin istrat ion,  which were not 
calculated to cement our  friends"44 

The immediate aftermath of the elec­
t ion centred on the concern among 
Congdon's opponents that having 
been expel led through the front door 
he shou ld  return through the back ; i t  
was a foregone conclus ion that a man 
of  Congdon's  man ifest ab i l ity and 
determi nation wou ld  not  accept defeat 
nor take it ly ing down. On the day be­
fore C hristmas 1 904, the News charged 
that "Tabs" in the counci l  were 
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scheming to reinstate their  ch ief a s  
commiss ioner, but  in  an  a rt ic le t h e  
fo l lowing February, t h e  News wou l d  
n o t  cred it  t h e  astute Congdon with 
consider ing so fool h a rdy a m ove. On 
3 J u ne 1 905,  h owever, the World 
procla i med Congdon's  return a s  lega l  
adviser u n der  banner  head l i nes.  The 
mud, cont inued the World, with which 
Congdon had been bespattered by his 
enemies had n ot stuck. 

O bvious ly Congdon's  posit ion u n der  
the new reg i me can not have been 
pleasant. He wrote to Laurier in Sep­
tember 1 905 that he did not l i ke the 
new commissioner who, having a n ­
nounced h i s  purpose o f  c leans ing the 
Augean sta bles, was i mmensely pop­
u l a r. Congdon at th is  t ime was a lone  
in  Dawson, h i s  wife and fam i ly be ing 
in  Vancouver. H e  had been snubbed at  
M c l n nes' welcoming  recept ion,  not 
hav ing received a n  invitation to the 
banq uet. 

On Congdon's departure from the 
territory in O ctober 1 907, the Y u kon 
Liberal  Associat ion threw a banq uet 
for Congdon at which he  was pre­
sented with a gold watch and cha in .  
H is farewel l  address was  both witty 
and eloquent. for Congdon had  a con­
s iderable reputation as a speaker in  
pub l i c. H e  felt that  the mora l  tone of 
the community had  been den igrated. 
While it is true that in no quarter and 
among no inconsiderable portion of 
our population has there at any time 
appeared any very serious danger of 
what Hamlet called "goodness grow­
ing to a pleurisy." yet I have often 
wondered whether we in Dawson are 
as a whole much worse than other 
men. We all came, not so long ago, 
from other places . . .  Our characters 
had been largely formed before we 
reached here . . .  Like Penn I believe that 



" We can never be the better for our 
religion if our neighbor be the worse 
for it 45 
The ed itor of the News praised Cong­
don's  wit observed that h i s  add ress 
revived no b itter memories, and  was 
i n deed one  of the two best del ivered 
in D awson that yea r. The ed itor sug­
gested that Congdon fol low h is erst­
wh i le  i ntention of writ ing  a h i story of 
the territory and that "such a p roduc­
t ion from h i s  pen wou ld  raise a far 
fa i rer  monument to his memory than 
a nyth ing  he has accompl i shed i n  the 
territory d u ring the past."46 

The ex-commissione r, however, was 
n ot to rest content with so academic a 
task ; he st i l l  th i rsted for power, and to 
power he wou ld  return .  Congdon went 
out  on the husti ngs in the hard -fought 
federal e lect ion of 1 908-09, ta king 
the f ie ld aga i nst three other cand i ­
dates - R obert Lowe, s u pported by the 
News ; J oseph A. C la rke, a n d  George 
B lack, whom the Yukon World egre­
g ious ly d ismissed with the observation 
that i f  elected he wou l d  p rove a mere 
c ipher  i n  Ottawa . B lack  was to hold 
the Yukon'S seat longer than a ny othe r 
member, i n  season and out  of season ,  
regard less of whether h i s  own pa rty 
(the Conservatives) were i n  power or 
n ot .  Congdon attacked the R oyal 
North -West M o u nted Po l i ce, reported 
h i s  sometime c reature the World, as a 
vote-catch ing  device. " I f  there is one 
thing I have accompl ished and for 
which I c la im the cred it is the abol ish­
ment of the tyra nny of the N o rth -West 
M o u nted Pol ice ."47 Th is  at least was 
consistent with h i s  hosti l ity to the 
pol ice s i nce the p revious e lection .  By 
2 February 1 909 Congdon was co n ­
f i rmed i n  h is v ictory, with 908 votes a s  

aga i nst 577 for h is  nearest competitor 
and future victor, George B lack : 1 904 
had been avenged . H is i nveterate op­
ponent the Dawson DailV News, ac­
cepted h is  v ictory as the wi l l  of the 
people and wished h im wel l .  

The rest o f  t h e  story on Frederick 
Tennyson Congdon, i nsofa r as th is  
paper is concerned, is soon told.  He 
had not been long i n  the H ouse ere 
even the News came round .  Congdon 
contested the seat aga in  i n  1 9 1 1  but 
was defeated by George B lack.  On 
this occasion,  the News pa id Congdon 
tr ibute : he had done much for the 
territory, and could be counted on to 
do yet more. 

Ten years l ater found Congdon in 
law partnersh ip  with E l more Meredith 
and J. A. Campbel l  in Va ncouver. H e  
corresponded with Mackenzie K i n g  o n  
matters pol it ica l .  When h e  d ied in  Ot­
tawa on 1 3  March 1 93 2 ,  both Mac­
kenzie K ing and George B lack were to 
be seen in h is  lengthy funera l  cortege. 
Passing in his seventy-fifth year, F red­
erick Tennyson Congdon was survived 
by one of his two sons, his daughter 
and a sister. He was bur ied from Al l  
Sa i nts Angl ican Church in Toronto 
and interred in  Mount  Pleasant Cem­
etery in that city. 

It i s  d ifficu l t  to assess Congdon,  a 
f igure of sharp contrasts, a man of 
considera ble mental and academic 
ab i l ity, a pol ished speaker i n  the o ld  
c lassica l style. H e  was known as one 
of the ablest members of the bar ,  an 
exacting and competitive profess ion .  
He contributed much in  the pub l ic  i n ­
terest but h i s  career a s  commissioner 
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was marred by h i s  ruthless and un­
scru pu lous b id fo r  power, and  yet more 
perhaps by h i s  v ind ictive campaigns 
of vi l if icatio n  fo l lowing that setback. 
Few surely would contend that there 
was more on the negative side of the 
ledger than the positive. In a town 
where moral sta ndards were freer than 
the Canad ian norm, reflect ing sti l l  a 
l i tt le of the front ier trad it ion, h is  per­
sonal l ife was above reproach. Cer­
ta i n ly h is  descendants can take pride in  
h is accompl ishments and the  Yukon's 
fourth commissioner rest easy i n  h i s  
g rave. 

William Wallace Burns Mclnnes 
Congdon's successor was undoubted­
ly the  most popu la r  chief executive 
that the terri tory ever had, despite a 
m i ld  propensity for the bottle. Fo l low­
ing  hard on the heels of Congdon, it 
wou ld  have been d ifficult for him not 
to court popu larity. 

The in im itable "B i l ly" Mc l nnes 
was born in  D resden, Kent Cou nty, 
O ntar io.  In Apri l of 1 871 , the son of the 
H onourable T. R. Mc lnnes, some time 
l ieutenant governor of British Co lum­
b ia ,  the province to which M c l n nes 
was to retu rn at an early stage in h is 
ca reer. Born of Presbyter ian stock, 
Mc l nnes exh ib ited few of the dreary 
ea rmarks of that persuas ion.  In fact 
he had a m i l d  but persistent add iction 
to the bottle ; some of h is  pol it ica l  
enem ies and detractors even on occa ­
s ion  h i nted of i mmoral ity. M c l n nes 



7 Commissioner Mclnnes. (Dawson Daily News. 
B July 1905.) 

was stocki ly bu i lt. a l i tt le under  the 
average in he ight. fu l l  featured but not 
corpulent. He had a keen i nte l lect 
with the g ift of mak ing q u ick. inc is ive 
decisions. a loud rol l ick ing l augh  and 
a convivial nature. 

Mc l nnes took his B .A. at Toronto 
U n iversity in 1 88 9  at the comparative­
ly early age of e ighteen .  He attended 
Osgoode H a l l  and was admitted 
to the bar of B rit ish Columbia in 1 89 3  
in  h i s  twenty-second year. H e  entered 
a law firm in  N anaimo. and in  1 894 
married Dorothea Young of  V ictoria. 
Pol it ics drew him at an  ea rly age. 
but success in  th is  f ield attended 
only his ear l ier years. He was returned 
for the federa l seat representing  
Vancouver in  the  great Liberal sweep 
of 1 896.  But in  1 900 he forsook the 
federal field for the provinc ia l .  and 
from 1 900 to 1 903 sat  for  Vancouver 
in the legis lature. H e  entered the 
cab i net of the Pr ior m in i stry. ho ld ing 
the office of  pres ident of  the counc i l  
for  a week. fo l lowed by the portfol ios 
of provincia l  secretary and m in ister of 
ed ucation from 1 December 1 902 to 
the fol lowing M ay. when he resigned 
owing to d isagreement with the 
m in i stry. This was rea l ly the end of 
his political career. for a l though he 
campaigned most stren uously in  the 
Liberal interests on h is  return from the 
Yukon. he was never re-e lected. 
Nevertheless he had made his mark. 
and of him the H onourab le  J oseph 
Mart in said. "To my mind the f inest 
speaker in Ca nada."48 

A party supporter. Smith Curt is. 
b lamed Mc ln nes for contr ibut ing to 
the Liberal defeat in the 1 90 3  e lection : 
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h i s  letter to Laur ier of 1 3 O ctober is 
bare ly legi ble, but the writer expos­
tu lates what a d i saster would befa l l  
t h e  party should M c l nnes ever b e  
chosen as party leader. Lau rier's 
comment is  revea l i ng .  "With rega rd 
to young M c l nn es,  I know that he has 
a great deal of ab i l ity. I know l i ke­
wise that he is  a I ittle skittish ,  but I 
never had any reason to t h i n k  so i l l  
of h i m  as y o u  do ."49 I t  m a y  have been 
that C u rt is was not a lone in his d isap­
prova l of the ab le  young l awyer. I n  
any case, by M a rch o f  1 90 5  M c l n nes 
was ea rnestly so l ic i t ing Laur ier for the 
Yukon commiss ionersh ip  : i t  was 
important. he told the Pr ime M in ister, 
that a westerner have the office and 
that he  had the support of the Liberal 
associations of Va ncouver, V ictoria 
and N a na imo.  Lau rier rep l ied that he 
cou ld scarcely encourage h i m  because 
he preferred that he stick with pol it ics. 
B u t  before the e n d  of the month 
M c l n nes was press ing  h i s  suit  o nce 
more.  He wanted, he wrote, to leave 
pol i t ica l  l ife, in which he had toi led 
both hard a nd successfu l ly, in favour 
of the Yukon commiss ionersh ip .  This 
he defi n i te ly preferred to a seat on the 
bench beca use he wo u ld  n ot later be 
shelved . I f  he could h ave the job,  he 
promised to res ign  after three years 
a n d  return to the pol it ical  f ie ld .  
I feel that it  is the opportunity of a life 
time to recover myself and prove 
myself worthy of your confidence -
accordingly, & because I know my 
wish is in complete accord with the 
West, I again commend it to your 
favourable consideration.  50 
H i s  persistency was rewarded for he  
received the appointment by O rder in  
Counc i l . 51 approved 2 7  May 1 905.  

The appointment was popu la r  i n  the 
Yukon.  Although a n  outsider, M c­
I nnes was known as a man of forcefu l 
character, a good admin i strator, of 
f irm convictions and having personal  
magnetism. Surely he wou ld i n i t iate 
the reforms so sorely needed in the 
territory and re- introd uce sound 
govern ment free of the mach inat ions 
which had been so m uch a feature of 
the Congdon reg ime. The Yukon 
World la uded the a ppoi ntment as 
being just what the territory so sorely 
needed, and suggested a cessation of 
party strife unt i l  the new commis­
sioner had had t ime to settle i n ; th is 
was scouted by the opposit ion News. 
On the contrary, the new appointee 
should be apprised at the outset of 
the wrongs u nder which the territory 
had laboured ; if he fai led to secure 
redress, he could then never compla in  
that  he had not been informed. 
M c l n nes must be warned of the 
mach inations of the grafters, for whi le  
their activity and spoi lat ion conti nued, 
there could be no concord i n  the 
territory. 

Mc l nnes was expected aboard the 
steamer Dawson on 3 J u ly 1 905 i n  
t h e  early even ing .  G overn ment H ouse 
had been thorough ly  cleaned from 
cel lar  to att ic and i n  a degree re­
furnished. Mc l nnes' wife and  two 
ch i ldren wou ld  fo l low a l i ttle later  on 
the Whitehorse. O n  a rrival in  Dawson, 
said the News, Mcl nnes was clad in a 
black suit of good qua l ity with a wh ite 
waistcoat and a sack coat. wh ite sh i rt 
with a stand ing col l a r, and  was 
carrying a pa i r  of kid g loves. " G azing 
keenly through h is  go ld- ri mmed 
spectacles, he scrut in ized all before 
h im.  He was awa ke."52 He was i ndeed, 
and wasted no t ime i n  a n nou nc ing 
that he had come to make a c lean 
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sweep and  that n oth ing wou ld  deter 
him from a task long overdue. 
M c l n nes was impressed by h is  very 
cord ia l  recept ion .  A few days after h is 
arrival he was tendered a welcoming 
banq uet in the Arctic B rotherhood 
H a l l  which the News descri bed as 
"the most sp lend id banquet i n  the 
h istory of the N o rth ." At the head 
table sat M ajor  Wood, the much 
ma l ig ned commandant of the Mounted 
Pol i ce, J ustice M acaulay, J. T. Lithgow 
and Thomas O' B rien (both mem-
bers of the Yukon counci l  and the 
l atter pres ident of the Liberal Asso ­
ciation ) .  About 200 guests sat down 
to d i ne that eve n i ng. And indeed 
M c l n nes d id not d isappo int them. 
Closely associated with the civil 
service and their political affairs is the 
question of elections. On the outside 
the people have come to regard the 
politics of the Yukon as rather pictur­
esque. ( Loud laughter.) We have 
read some peculiar items in connection 
with election matters up here. I have 
been a politician myself, and I used to 
consider that I was on to a few of the 
ropes, but there were wrinkles intro­
duced into politics here that were 
never tried in my province. Now, 
gentlemen, to be serious, the individual 
must be allowed to give a free man's 
vote.53 
The fol lowing day the News broke 
forth in banner  headl ines. 
SWEE P I N G  R EFORMS ANNOUNCED FOR 

T H E  YU KON New Commissioner 
Promises to Remedy the Great Evils 
that Have Cursed the Klondike. 

A new sta r has risen in Yukon.  
Yukon's emancipation proclamation 
was announced last night. It came from 



Governor William Wallace Bruce Mc­
Innes. Like William the Conqueror and 
Wallace and Bruce of old - whose 
significant names he bears - the new 
commissioner enunciates the princi­
ples of glorious conquest for a strug­
gling land. 54 

I n  h i s  address del ivered at the afore­
mentioned welcoming banquet. the 
new commissioner f i rmly procla i med 
the pr incip le that c iv i l  servants must 
keep clear of pol it ics. 

It is fortunately the recognized rule 
throughout Canada that civil servants 
should take no active part in politics. 
It is honoured in the observance and 
not in the breach. It is good enough for 
all parts of Canada, and it must cer­
tainly be good enough for the Yukon 
Territory. [ Loud applause] . 

Accordingly, Mr. President, and 
gentlemen, whatever may have been 
the rule in the past, the civil servants 
for the future will abstain from political 
action .55  

This dec larat ion,  promis ing a n  end to 
the ma l practices of the Congdon re ­
g ime, brought  forth a wi ld burst of 
enthusiasm a n d  prolonged applause.  
Further pla n ks in  h i s  pl atform inc luded 
greater popu la r  representation on the 
counci l ; resource development ; the 
admin istrat ion to eschew pa rty strife ; 
u n reserved support for Yukon's mem­
ber,  Dr. Thompson, and  the bogey of 
annexation of the territory to B rit ish 
Co lumbia l a i d  to rest. C learly the 
Mcl nnes reg i me stood sol id ly on the 
platform of reform. Though his tenure 
was to be short. B i l l y  M c l nnes fulf i l led 
a l l  expectat ions.  

On 1 3  J u ly 1 905,  Government 
H ouse threw open its doors o n  the 
occas ion of a gala reception accorded 
a vis it ing delegat ion of the American 
I nstitute of M i n ing  Engi neers. The res­
idence was profusely decorated with 
flowers and plants from the spacious 
gardens and green house. Visitors were 
received in the d rawing-room by the 
comm issioner and  his lady, as wel l  a s  
D r. Raymond, t h e  guest o f  honou r ;  
a n  officer of the Royal North -West 
M ounted Pol ice announced each 
guest. A buffet su pper was l a id out 
i n  the d i n i ng  room. 

On the same day, 1 3  J u ly, Congdon 
wrote to Laurier observing that he  had 
been excluded from both the banq uet 
and the recept ion .  But he had urged 
his friends to support M c l n nes and 
refra in  from crit icism. Replying on 28 
J u ly, Laur ier wrote that he had u rged 
M c l nnes on his departure from Ottawa 
to be strictly impart ia l  in a l l  his dea l ­
i ngs .  He had hopes that Mc l nnes 
would succeed i n  pacifying the terri ­
tory, but o n ly time wou ld tel l  whether 
his expectations would be fulfi l led .  
He would need the support of  every 
Liberal in the territory, and he trusted 
that Congdon would play h is  part. 
Congdon h ad intimated that Mc lnnes 
would n ot receive the wholehearted 
support of the party.56 

M c l nnes h i mself assured Laur ier on 
24 J u ly that the whole territory was 
sol id ly  backing h i s  government. but 
that many of their friends had been 
a l i en ated by "a series of acts i ncred ib ly 
petty and  u npol it ic .  This cond it ion 
can easi ly be improved by my d is ­
courag ing fact iona l  strife, admin ister­
ing on good business pr inc iples."57 
O n  2 1  Aug ust Laurier repl ied that he 
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was very wel l  p leased with the start 
M c l nnes had made in the Yukon.  H e  
confessed h imself bewildered b y  the 
party strife which had spl it the party in 
the territory, but he had every confi­
dence that Mcl nnes wou ld  set things to 
r ig hts. In September M c l n nes wrote to 
Laur ier that h i s  first counc i l  sess ion  
had  been conducted h a rmon ious ly, 
the bus i ness put through  with d is ­
patch . He a l so n oted that  the territory 
was free of racia I or  rel i g ious strife, 
hav ing in m ind  no doubt the ag itatio n  
over t h e  sepa rate school i ssue i n  the 
new provi nces of Saskatchewan and 
Alberta, lately carved from the N orth ­
West Territories. 

A facet ious comment by the News 
that the federal  a uthorit ies had  b l u n ­
dered i nto a p po i nt ing a n  honest man 
as ch ief executive i n  the territory was 
taken a l l  too ser iously by the World, 
whose ed itor on 1 3  August put a per­
verse i nterpretation on it .  
The cowardly, contemptible vulture 
that would slur the character of the 
prime minister and of the men who are 
dearest to all Canadians and insinuate 
that their reason for sending Mr. Innes 
here was because of their belief that 
he was a dishonest man - a mistake 
found out too late - is about the raw­
est thing the territory has had yet to 
suffer. 58 

U p  to th is  t ime in the K lond ike, 
m i ners work ing  for others - men who 
had fa i led to strike it rich themselves 
a nd hence were red uced to labouring  
for the i r  better- heeled a nd shrewder 
contempora ries - were often i n  a bad 
way. Shou ld  the employer h imself fa i l .  
t h e  employee might  w e l l  f i n d  h i mself 
at the end of the season wh istl i ng  for 
his wages. The labourers' wages were 
about the last  charge on an employer's 
estate. George B lack, a future com-



8 W. W. B. Mclnnes leaving Dawson presumably i n  
November 1 906. (Public Archives o f  Canada.)  
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missioner a n d  then on the counc i l ,  set 
h imself to correct th i s  evil which vic­
t im ized the underdog.  His sol ut ion was 
the M i ners' Lien Law, which he h im­
self d rew u p  and  shepherded through 
counc i l .  Th is  leg is lat ion provided 
guara ntees for employees working i n  
the gold-fields, aff irming that t h e  l a ­
bourer was indeed worthy o f  h is  h i re 
and that h is  wages should never be 
in jeopardy. The passage of the b i l l  
through counc i l  establ ished a prec­
edent. Dead lock  ensued, whereupon 
the commissioner cast h is  vote in 
favour of the b i l l ,  securing its passage. 
This was the first occas ion o n  which a 
commiss ioner had intervened in fa ­
vour of a popular  measure. The M iners' 
Lien B i l l  became law o n  Domin ion 
Day, 1 906. 

Ea rly in  December 1 905,  the counci l  
began work o n  a new mi n ing  code 
which M c l n nes h i mself took to Ot­
tawa in February of the fol lowing 
year. The commissioner saw water, 
transportat ion and fuel as the three 
cruci a l  factors in the future of the ter­
ritory. An adeq uate supply of water 
was needed for m in i ng  operat ions, on  
which the  who le  economy of  the  terri ­
tory chiefly depended. 

M c l n nes had the knack of tempering 
justice with mercy. Three off ic ia ls  sus­
pended for pecu lat ion and awaiting 
d ismissal  were re instated,  with l oss of 
pay during their  period of suspension .  
M c l nnes advised Laurier that  the  fu l l  
pena lty need no longer be exacted. 
s ince the pub l ic  n ow had confidence i n  
t h e  integrity o f  t h e  admin istration .  

The levee he ld New Year's Day, 
1 906, at the res idence was declared 
one of the most lavish in the territory's 
h istory. 

Before leaving for Ottawa in Feb­
ruary with h is fa mi ly, Mcl nnes an­
nounced a reduct ion i n  the  ran ks of 
the civ i l  service and a s impl if ication 
of work procedures. While in  Ottawa, 
M c l nnes recommended a reduction 
of the Mounted Pol i ce from the 
present 200-man force i n  the Yukon 
to a bare 35. effecting a savings of 
some $350,000. The territory was 
q u iet and l aw ab id ing, hence a much 
smal ler force would suffice. M c l n nes 
a lso favoured putting the pol ice on a 
strictly c ivi l i a n  basis without the sem i ­
m i l itary trappings. Whether h i s  mo­
tives were based on economy or 
whether he had inb ibed from Congdon 
a resentment of the pretensions of the 
force is not apparent. By mid-summer 
a number of the famous and el ite 
force had subm itted the i r  resignations 

On h is  a rrival i n  Vancouver aboard 
the Amur en route to Ottawa, Mc-
I n nes expressed confidence in  the 
economic future of the Yukon,  going 
so far ,  accord ing to the Vancouver 
News Advertiser, as to predict a future 
prosperity ecl ips ing that of 1 898.  H e  
referred t o  the Yukoners as the 
"flower of the West." While i n  Ottawa, 
M c l n nes conferred with Laurier on 
pol icy measures which met with the 
prime min ister's approva l .  O bviously 
the government had fences to mend 
in the Yukon and M c l n nes was sett ing 
about it with a wi l l .  Laur ier expressed 
as much in writ ing to Congdon on 2 
Apri l  1 906. The proposed reduction 
i n  the number of territor ia l  offic ia ls. 
he wrote, wou ld obviously hurt some 
unavoidably ; he nonetheless had 
complete confidence in the commis­
s ioner's sense of justice and fa i r  
p lay .59 

By summer of 1 906 much appre­
hension had developed i n  the admin-
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istrat ion bu i ld ing,  with m a ny of the 
offic ia ls not knowing where they 
stood .  But the commissioner was in 
n o  h urry to l ower the axe. I n terviewed 
by the Dawson Daily News (which 
was very much in  favour  of cutt ing 
a n d  th inn ing the ran ks of  the c iv i l  
service) , M c l n nes put a l i ght touch to 
the proceed ings. 
This is the way many of the boys of 
the civil service are arguing (that the 
commissioner get i t  over with ) .  But 
Governor Mclnnes says the blade is 
resting serenely in the soft red plush 
box, and that a little time is needed. 
Then he laughs that fine big explosive 
laugh that is infectious, and reaches 
for the smoke box.6o 
The i l l s  of the Yukon ca l led for drastic 
measures, and without doubt a n  
i nfl ated c iv i l  serv ice, which h a d  been 
made the tool of the previous  a d m i n ­
istration ,  must needs expect t o  suffer. 
M c l n nes had very much the i ro n  hand  
i n  the  velvet g love. 

In the words of an old saw, one 
can n ot m a ke a n  omelette without 
break ing  eggs. The d rastic measures 
cal led for made enemies for the com­
m i ss ioner with in  a party a l ready riven 
asunder before his a rr ival o n  the scene. 
One wonders ,  i n  read ing the charges 
made by the Yukon Territor ia l  Liberal 
Associat ion ( later repud iated) i n  J u ly 
1 906,  whether the cr it ics were stri k ing  
at the comm issioner's weakest poi nt. 
O bvious ly there was smoke, but was 
there f i re 7 A set of condemnatory 
resolut ions submitted by th is  body o n  
2 5  J u ly accused M c l nnes o f  p u b l i c  
i m mo ra l ity a n d  drunkenness. I n  fact, 
the document accuses h i m  of "fre­
q uently exh i b it ing h i mself in pub l ic  i n  
a condit ion of d isgusting dru n ken­
ness."61 I n  forward ing  the submiss ion 



to Ottawa. Mc l n nes den ied its a l le ­
gat ions  a s  rid icu lous.  po int ing to  the 
success of his adm in i strat ion .  These 
charges. he  sa id .  were l ies generated 
by pol i t ica l  partisa ns .  C. H .  Wel ls .  
Pres ident of the Yukon Territor ia l  
L ibera l  Associat ion.  wrote to Laurier 
o n  1 3  August 1 906 without reserve : 

This man Mclnnes is despised by 
every decent man in the country His 
vulgarity. his insincerity. his rank 
dishonesty. his disregard of every 
interest but his o wn. his open drunken ­
ness and his notorious immorality 
have made him a stench in the nostrils 
of the community. Is it a pleasing 
spectacle and one likely to create 
profound respect for authority to see a 
policeman dragging to the guard­
room a poor man who has imbibed 
too freely and who pays the penalty 
by con viction in the police court. 
and to see a police team draw up in 
front  of a dance hall from which is 
brought His Honour the Commissioner 
in a state of drunkenness to be driven 
home by the guardians of law and 
order ? 

Is it a spectacle to be approved to 
see the Commissioner of the Territory 
and the Assistant- Commissioner of 
the Royal North - West Mounted Police 
both in a barroom in a drunken brawl 
in which the former is knocked un ­
conscious and the latter hurled 
ignominiously through the window ?52 

R hetorical q uestions.  these. but 
demand ing  an a n swer. Lau rier's reply 
to Wel l s  is  n ot in hand .  and research at 
time of writ ing has not u n covered it . 
I t  i s  i nferred from subsequent corre­
spondence that Laurier considered the 
charges had some. but s l i g ht. sub­
stance. be ing grossly exaggerated . 

Perusal of the two Dawson papers 
of the time uncovered no sca nda lous 
misdemeanors on the part of the 
commissioner wh ich.  had there been 
any real su bstance to We l l ' s  charges. 
would have made head l ines .  

On 2 1  Aug ust 1 906 Laur ier wrote a 
m i ld letter of reproof to M c l n nes. 
referring to a letter he had received 
from an und isclosed correspondent.  
concluding with . 

I am led to the conclusion by pre­
vious correspondence. confirmed by 
this letter. that you may have forgotten 
yourself. . . .  you have given me up to 
the present time complete satisfaction 
and f. would regret more than I can 
say that you would now alter your 
course.53 
To th is M c l n nes made a complete 
den ia l .  

I am astonished at the statements 
contained in the letter sent you. a copy 
of which you kindly forwarded to me. 

There is not a syllable of truth in the 
description of the manner of my leaving 
on the steamer. This I can happily 
verify by a large number who came to 
the boat to see me on business and 
honor me with an "au revoir" .  

However. my dear chief. of this you 
can be certain. I will not hereafter give 
you even the most remote cause for 
any worry or misgivings on this 
score.54 
For what it is worth. so n otorious a 
mora l i st as the Reverend John Pr ing le .  
who had been making capita l  out of 
charges of widespread immoral i ty i n  
the Yukon which l ost n oth ing i n  the 
te l l i ng. completely exonerated 
Mc lnnes of any sca nda l .  

More to the point. i n  the New Year. 
after M c l n nes had actua l ly left the 
territory. Laurier was ab le  to i nform 
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h i m  that a petit ion had been received 
from the Yukon L ibera l  Associat ion 
charging that the former missive 
condemn ing  M c l nnes on sundry 
charges was a hoax. no doubt emanat­
ing from u nscru pu lous pol it ical  foes. 
The second document exonerated 
M c l nnes of a l l  charges. M c l n nes' acts 
nevertheless became the subject of a 
H o use of Commons inqu iry. but u n ­
fortu n ately t h e  report o f  t h e  Commons 
committee was never pr i nted .55 The 
terms in which Laurier expressed h im­
self on M c l n nes' resig nat ion lead  to 
the conclus ion that the charges were 
not su bsta nt iated. 

It is my duty as well as it is my 
pleasure to convey to you the sincere 
appreciation which the Government 
feels for the manner in which you have 
discharged your duties in the impor­
tant position which has been en­
trusted to you 65 

It may have been in ant ic ipat ion of 
h i s  res ignat ion and  departure from the 
territory that a rrangements were in 
tra i n  late i n  September 1 906 for Mrs .  
Mc l  nnes and  the ch i ldren to winter in  
Honolu lu .  far from the ice-bound 
Klon d i ke .  On 29  September the com­
missioner played host in  h is  res idence 
to two of h i s  staff. Nelson P. M ac­
Donald and Mary McQue. The palatial  
res idence was on th is occasion the 
scene of a wedding. perhaps the last 
fu nction to take p lace in the or ig ina l  
G overnment H ouse. for  the embe l l i sh­
ment  of  wh ich  no expense had been 
spared. The commissioner was i n  
jovia l  sp irits and "the wedd ing supper 
the most joyous Dawson has seen ."57 
A turkey suppl ied by the Ca l iforn ia 
Market was the main item o n  the b i l l  



of fare, very much a luxury in 1 906, 
a nd n owhere more so than i n  Dawson .  

On 8 November M c lnnes was 
wined and d i ned at what the News 
descri bed a s  "the greatest and  most 
enthusi astic and harmon ious banquet 
ever g iven in Yukon"68 o n  the eve of 
his departu re for Ottawa . H e  told the 
gathering that internecine strife had 
been at the root of their  troub les and  
that he had sought to  provide a c lean,  
fa i r  admin istration in  o rder that con ­
cord and stab i l ity might b e  restored . 
The m in ing  of go ld was sti l l  the basis 
of the eco nomy, and the secu rity of 
the miners' t i tles i ts prime requ is ite ; 
th is the new min ing  code had secured . 
He foresaw great prosperity for the 
future. 

But with i n  a fortn ight rumours 
were rife that " B i l ly" was trifl i ng  with 
a return to pol iti cs, with a n  a l leged 
offer to assume the leadersh i p  of the 
B rit ish Columbia Liberals.  The News 
admitted that the rumours had been 
persistent. but M c l n nes had rejected 
the offer whi le on the coast a l though 
he  may have accepted i t  at the behest 
of party leaders once in Ottawa. I n  
a n y  case, M c l n nes' res ig n at ion a s  
commissioner o f  the Yukon Territory 
was submitted to the prime min i ster 
on 31 December 1 906.  H is va ledictory 
pronounced by the Dawson Dailv 
News reflected the chang ing circum­
stances of the Yukon.  " H is ta lents 
were too much in  demand elsewhere 
to be buried in Yukon,  which,  after 
a l l .  i s  a very smal l  part of the Domin­
ion,  and hard ly  a fitt ing range for  a 
gentleman of h i s  ca l i bre."69 H ad he 

o n ly been a man 20 years older, 
perhaps he wou ld  have been content 
to serve out h is  career in  Dawson, but 
as i t  was,  the smel l  of battle on the 
h ustings of Brit ish Columbia had 
been too much for one of h is  active 
a nd combative temperament. 

The passing of Mc ln nes from the 
scene and the reforms he had in i tiated 
marked the close of the tu rbu l ent 
phase of the Yukon's h i story. I ts 
pass ing was marked a lso by an acc i ­
d ent a l l  too common i n  the  early 
h i story of Dawson .  Shortly after noon 
o n  B ox ing Day,  2 6  December 1 906, 
f i re broke out i n  the commissioner's 
res idence which was f ina l ly brought 
under control by eight in  the even ing .  
The res idence was u noccupied at the 
t ime, the M c l n nes fami ly  havi ng  left 
more than a month before. The house 
was closed for the season and under 
the surve i l l ance of a caretaker, who 
was n ot on the premises at the t ime 
of the outbrea k. Damage was est i ­
mated at $75,000. The fou ndation 
and the wa l ls  were intact. Mc l n nes 
lost some personal effects left i n  the 
house, inc lud ing a sea lsk in coat worth 
over $1  , 200. The cause of the f i re was 
u n known . I n  her memoirs entit led MV 
Seventy Years publ ished in 1 9 38,  M rs .  
Martha Louise B l ack, wife of the last 
commiss ioner and  chate la ine from 
1 9 1 2  to 1 9 1 6, wrote that rumour had 
i t  that the f i re was the work of an 
a rson ist who had first broken i nto and  
burg la rized the house, then  resorted 
to a rson to destroy the evidence 70 A 
three-man commission instituted to 
i nvestigate fai led to determ ine the 
exact cause of the fire, which had 
started on the ground floor i n  or  near 

1 32 

the front h a l l .  They fou n d  that the h ot 
a i r  conductors were not properly 
insu l ated . In common with most of the 
pub l i c  bu i ld i ngs  in Dawso n  at the 
t ime, the electrical wir ing left some­
thing to be des i red 71 The i r  report 
recom mended that i n  future, in the 
a bsence of the commiss ioner, the 
h ouse be left u nheated ,  a n d  in any 
case that the caretaker shou ld  be in 
conti nuous  attendance when the fi res 
were on .  

O n  1 9  J a n u a ry 1 907, $2 5 ,000 was 
a l lotted to the est imates for the restora­
tion of G overnment H ouse. But the 
pol ished Douglas  f ir i n  the ha l lways 
a n d  i nterio r  was n ot to be replaced ; 
wa l l paper wou l d  serve. I n  l i ke manner  
the o rn ate tr im a long the gables and 
vera ndahs  was not to be rep l aced . 
A compar ison of F i g ures 9 and  1 1  
clearly i nd icates that the restored res­
idence had a p la iner appearance ; 
some might  say i n  better taste, per­
haps also more in keep ing with the 
decl i n i n g  aff luence of the territory. 
The restored resi dence, sti l l  a com­
modious and for Dawson impos ing 
structure, somehow better befitted the 
changed ci rcumstances.  

M c l n nes sta nds out as a n  i n cis ive 
reformer, wa rm-hearted and of more 
f lamboyant d isposit ion than h i s  pre­
decessors. He had been commiss ioned 
to r ight the wrongs of the territory, a n d  
t h i s  he h a d  d o n e  i n  h i s  1 8  months i n  
office. O n e  senses that h i s  m i nor pec­
cad i l los  were worked for al l  they were 
worth by h i s  pol i t ica l  e nemies.  He was 
very much what is termed a good fe l ­
low, i n  contrast t o  h i s  mora l iz ing  suc­
cessor. B ut with M c l nnes the Dawson 
of m i n i ng - camp d ays has receded we l l  
below t h e  hor izo n .  

F resh from t h e  Yukon,  M c l n nes 
h u rled h i mself i nto the broi l  of Br i t ish 



9 Commissioner's residence ; note ' ballot boxes," 
(Public Archives of Canada,) 
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Columbia  pol it ics. ru nn ing in the pro­
v inc ia l  elect ion of 1 907 for the Van­
couver rid ing .  He conducted a v igo r­
ous campa ign  i n  which he d id  not 
spare h imself. but  he was d efeated. 
Accord ing to the News. M c l n nes dom­
inated the  campa i g n .  polariz ing the  
voters either for  o r  aga i nst h im .  The 
L ibera ls  won only 1 0  seats in  the 37-
seat  H ouse. But  then he had been as­
s igned the  Vancouver r id ing .  sa id the 
News. which was known a s  a Tory 
stronghold .  Some res idents to the 
south thought that M c l nnes had come 
to them at f inanc ia l  sacrifice. but Yu­
koners knew better. The $1 2.000 per  
annum with l iv ing a l l owa nce was not  
adequate for  a commiss ioner  i n  Daw­
son. a l leged the editor. so much so 
that honest commissioners were out of 
pocket. A very much smal ler  i ncome 
in  N anaimo. for exa mple. l iv ing i n  one's  
own house. would serve better than 
the seemingly mun ificent i n come of 
the Yukon commiss ioner. 

M c l n nes decl ined an  offer of the 
post of Deputy M i n ister of M i nes in 
favour of a one-year  contract with 
G uggenheim of New York who had 
acq u i red m in ing  in terests in the Yuko n .  
Mc lnnes' sa lary w a s  set at  $ 2 5.000 
per annum.  I t  was sa id  that he owed 
the position to his knowledge of the 
Yukon and particu la rly of the m in ing 
code. to which he had contr ibuted so 
s ingly. Aga i n  in  1 908 M c l n nes con­
tested Vancouver for  the L ibera ls  and 
was aga in  d efeated. I n  the spr ing of 
1 909 he was appointed a county j udge 
i n  Vancouver. In replyi ng  to h i s  letter 
thank ing h i m  for the appointment. 
Laurier made evident that i t  h i nged on 
patronage. "You owe me no thanks 
whatever ; we s imply carried out  the 
wishes of our friends in  B rit ish Co­
l umbia ."n 

10 Commissioner's residence burning on Christmas 
Day. 1 906. (Public Archives or Canada.)  

11  Commissioner's residence. presumably as restored 
after the f i re. (Public Archives of Canada.) 
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A few items on M c l n nes  got into 
pr int in l ater years .  One concerned 
what must have been at the t ime a n  
embarrass ing i nc ident on a Vancouver 
street corner. M c l n nes was ta l k ing  
with  a n  acquai ntance when a pol ice 
constable ordered him to move on. in 
compl iance n o  dou bt with some by­
law about lo iteri ng .  J udge M c l nnes 
protested that he was n ot b lock ing 
traff ic and that he had the r ight to 
sta n d  and converse with a friend .  On 
th is  the consta ble.  n o  toady to a uthor­
ity. ca l ied a patrol wagon  to ta ke the 
judge i nto custody. Cooler counsels 
preva i led.  however. with the a rr ival on 
the scene of a second constable. and 
n o  further  act ion was ta ken .  M c l n nes. 
somewhat nett led. sa id  that he would 
take n o  action aga i n st the pol i ceman 
but added that if the i n cident i m ­
pressed o n  t h e  ch ief o f  po l ice t h e  need 
to weed out the unsu ited from h is  
force. then he h i mself was g lad  of  the 
experience .  The crowd attracted by the 
street corner a ltercation strong ly  fa­
vou red M c l n nes.73 

M cl nnes served eight years a s  a 
county court judge i n  Vancouver. He 
earned a reputation .  a s  i n  the Yukon.  
for justice tempered with mercy. His 
judgements were qu ick and to the 
poi nt. H e  showed len iency toward 
f i rst offenders even when charged 
with serious offences. i f  there were 
i n d ications of contrit ion or reg ret ; 
but hardened crim ina l s  received 
d racon ian  sentences. I n Februa ry of 
1 9 1 3. for exa mple.  he sentenced a man 
convicted of beati ng  a nd robb ing  a n  
I nd i a n  t o  5 years impr isonment a n d  
20 lashes. h a l f  t h e  l atter t o  b e  app l ied 

at the commencement of the sentence 
and the rema inder. as a terr ib le  re­
minder. on the first a n n iversary of the 
offence. 

Again the s iren  cal l  of pol it ics l ured 
the ever sang u i ne M c l n nes to the 
hustings. He res ig ned from the bench 
as a senior county court j udge o n  1 0  
September 1 9 1 7  i n  order to contest 
Comox-Alberni i n  the Liberal interest. 
This was the h igh ly  charged federal 
e lection of 1 9 1 7. fought on the con­
scription i ssue and Borden's appeal  
for nationa l  u n ity o n  non-party l i nes. 
M c l n nes was defeated by the U n ion ist 
cand idate. H .  S .  Clements. and th is 
appears to have been h is f ina l  essay in 
pol it ics 74 M€l n nes had campaigned 
on an anti -conscription platform on 
the bas is  that wea lth. and not just 
men. should be conscripted. Con­
scription was not  necessary. contended 
Mc ln nes ; Canada had ra i sed 440.000 
men a l ready by vo luntary en l i stment. 
a formidable levy from a country of 
seven to eight m i l l i on .  He contended 
that the taking of the k ing's sh i l l i ng  by 
no means was a warra nt that a man 
was not a slacker. a t ime-server. 
seeking a safe b i l let far from the f i r ing 
l i ne where he ran no more r isk than a 
c iv i l i an .  He argued that promotion in  
the  army should be based strictly on 
merit. and not socia l  con nections. 
a ntecedents. or what was vu lgarly 
known as "pul l ." The a rmy. contended 
the cand idate. was too snobbish and 
ar istocratic in  sentiment. H e  cited a 
recent i ncident in a local  c lub  when a 
group of officers on the premises 
protested the presence of some non­
commissioned ra n ks who had ven ­
tured there i n .  On th is issue M c l n nes 
revea led h imself as a true egal itar ian.  
and in this respect was perhaps ahead 
of h is  time. A cou ntry such as Canada 
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or the U n ited States. of course. with 
its fl u id class l i nes .  wou ld  never con ­
done an officer caste such as was on ly  
too evident i n  Europe at the  t ime.  
N evertheless. a d ist inct ion was made 
between comm issioned and non­
commissioned ran ks which was 
observed beyond the confi nes of 
camp or ba rrack square. But to Mc­
I n nes. even i n  1 9 1 7. such d i st inctions 
were od ious .  

Snobbery must be cut out. The 
spirit shown by some officers quite 
recently in a local aristocratic club 
when they raised a great rumpus be­
cause a few privates came into the 
club will damn any recruiting. We 
must popularize and democratize the 
army in the fullest sense by making it a 
place where men will be treated like 
men 75 

M c l n nes' l ater career is shrouded 
in obscurity at time of writi ng .  H e  was 
in l aw practice as late as 1 9 2 2  i n  
Vancouver. b u t  t h e  pl ace. t ime a n d  
c i rcu mstances o f  h i s  death a re un­
known . H e  was  a n  attractive. com­
mand ing and am iable creature with 
enough of the more generous fa i l i ngs  
and  foib les to keep h im human.  

With h is  resi gnation and  departure 
from Dawson. the l ast vestiges of the 
good old days had gone. Dawson 
now wore very much the aspect of a 
settled Canad ian  commu n ity. M i n i ng 
was its pr ime i n dustry and the basis 
of its economy. but henceforth the 
town entered a n  unmista kab le decl i ne. 
By 1 908 its popu lation had shru n k  
t o  one-tenth the 20.000 t o  2 5.000 o f  
1 89 8 .  B u t  f o r  a time the territory 
continued with the outward appear­
a nce of the d ays of its youth. 



Yukon in Transition 

Alexander Henderson 
The Yukon's s ixth commissioner. 
Alexander Henderson. was born i n  
Oshawa. Canada West. i n  1 86 1 . H i s  
father Alexander ha i led from Ca ithness. 
and his mother. G race K i lpatr ick Hen­
derson. from Pais ley. Scotl and .  The 
boy was raised i n  the Presbyter ian 
fa ith and it is  evident that he acqu i red 
a reforming and  rather Puritan ideal  
from h is  background .  H i s  father  esta b­
l ished an i ro n  fou ndry i n  Oshawa. and  
so  n o  doubt H enderson came from 
a comfortab le  home. 

Alexander took h is  school ing in 
Oshawa. then went on to the U n iver­
s ity of Toronto where he proved n o  
mean student. I n  1 884 he took h is  B A  
with honours in  metaphys i cs. log ic 
and  civi l  pol ity. He shone equal ly in  
sports. p laying quarterback for the 
varsity team. as wel l  as lacrosse and 
some baseba l l .  He  became so profi ­
cient with the rifle that he was i n ­
cl uded o n  t h e  Canad ian  team that went 
to B is ley in  1 8 9 1 . He fits i ndeed the 
perhaps bana l  descripti on of a n  "a l l ­
rou nder." At  the  t ime of  h i s  appoint­
ment to the commissionersh ip  he was 
described in the Dawson Dailv News 
as of med ium stature. l i the bu i ld .  with 
blue eyes. a brown moustache. and  
a buoyant step. He was  to  ma inta i n  
h is  physical  fitness and  rema ined a 
man of very moderate habits. 

Henderson had a much l ess pro­
nounced persona l ity than his two pre-

decessors and was of a cautious and 
prudent d isposition to the extent. in­
deed.  that  he appears rather colourless 
by contrast. He was. however. a n  ab le  
admin istrator and gave satisfaction 
dur ing his tenure of office. except per­
haps among the freer. less i nh ib ited 
sp i rits who must have regretted the 
d isappea rance of the free-whee l i ng  
and ro l l ick ing past. 

Henderson stud ied law and early in 
his career took h imself off to B rit ish 
Columbia where. but for h is  term in 
the Yukon. he spent the rest of his l ife . 
He became a sol ic itor in that province 
in 1 89 1  at the age of 30. and a barris­
ter i n  1 902 .  In 1 89 5  he ma rried Susan 
C rawford and settled in  New West­
minster. He engaged in a l aw practice 
there unt i l  1 896.  when he was ap­
poi nted an agent in  the Department of 
J ustice for the ma in land .  Two years 
l ater he was elected to the leg i slature 
of New Westminster. The fol lowi ng 
year fou nd h im the attorney general i n  
the Semi in  admin istration .  but h e  went 
out of office with them in 1 900. I n  
1 901 h e  was appointed to the bench. 
cou nty court of Vancouver. In 1 907 
he resig ned his judgesh ip in order to 
contest Vancouver C ity i n  the leg is la­
ture. but was defeated and returned to 
his law practice. Dur ing these years he 
was active in  the loca l  m i l i t ia with the 
ra n k  of capta in in  the 2nd  Batta l ion.  
5th Reg iment of the Canad ian Arti l ­
lery. On h is  a ppoi ntment t o  t h e  com­
miss ionersh ip  he was transferred to the 
reserves with the ran k  of major. 

Speaking i n  Dawson i n  Febru ary. 
1 907. the Yukon's Savonaro la .  the 
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Reverend J o h n  Pr ingle.  ca l led for one 
who wou l d  cut down the g roves and  
brea k the  ido ls .  
But give us a clean. sane. upright man 
who will frown upon vice in official 
and private life alike. whose life itself 
will be a rebuke to the drunkenness. 
lust. gambling and graft which have 
been our shame ; who has high moral 
ideals and the courage to move per­
sistentlv if slowlV towards their realiza­
tion. and he will effect the content­
ment of the great mass of our people 
as to moral and material interests 
alike.' 

I f  the reverend gent leman represent­
ed the sentiments of the territory. its 
prayer was to be g ra nted .  Henderson's 
appoi ntment was confirmed o n  1 7  
J u n e  1 907 2 The Vancouver World 
fi rst a n nou nced the appointment on 1 
J u l y  1 907.  l aud ing  the choice of a 
westerner (though n ot by b i rth ) with 
the requ is ite lega l  background .  The 
pa per noted. however. that the new 
appointee suffered the hand ica p  of 
fol lowing in the wa ke of the strongest 
a n d  most popu lar  commiss ioner in the 
territory's h i story. 

Stand ing on the hurr icane  deck of 
the steamer Whitehorse as it docked at 
D awson o n  the afternoon of 1 4  J u ly. 
Henderson with bared head sounded 
a n  a l most ecclesiast ica l  n ote . 
We have undoubtedlv a country that 
is rich. but let us not measure it en­
tirelv bV its miles of territory. its ounces 
of gold or its bushels of wheat that it 
will produce : or its material power to 
feed and clothe the bodV: let us take a 
loftier attitude of view - a view of 
those things which also tend to the 
upbuilding of the soul. 3 

The new commissioner was to l ive 
up to h is  programme for a moral re­
form and  c leans ing of a terri tory sti l l  



1 2  Hon. Alexander Henderson. K.C . .  Commissioner of 
the Yukon. (Public Archives of Canada.) 
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with vestiges of a lustier past for i t  
was dur ing h is  admin istrat ion that the 
l ast dance ha l l ,  the " F loradora" closed 
its doors, i ndeed the end of a n  era. 
Henderson had been in Dawson barely 
three days when he reaffirmed h is  
pol icy of  work ing  for  the  mora l  reform 
of the Yuko n ,  a nd that he would beg i n  
with a n  attack o n  t h e  dance ha l ls .  H e  
was t o  b e  as good as h i s  word. 

M rs. Henderson was expected in 
Dawson i n  the th ird week of J u ly with 
the i r  one daug hter. The off ic ia l  res­
idence would not be ready for oc­
cupancy for more than a year, and  so 
accommodation had to be found .  Ar­
rangements were made to rent J udge 
Macau lay's house for $200 per month, 
ful ly furn ished . When the commis­
sioner vacated the house the fol lowing 
year, an a l tercation arose between the 
judge and the Department of J ustice 
concern ing  a rt icles a l legedly lost or 
damaged, productive of a considerable 
correspondence. Certa in ly  the Hender­
sons were n ot the type of tena nts one 
might suspect of  ho ld ing bo isterous 
parties, let a lone of purlo in i ng  any­
thing for themselves, but the justice 
was not eas i ly mo l l if ied. 

Henderson was tendered a banquet 
of welcome in the Arctic B rotherhood 
H a l l  at which the former commissioner 
spoke. Henderson was very cautious 
i n  forecast ing future pol icy unt i l  he 
had reconnoitred the ground ,  but ex­
pressed the wish to meet everyone in 
the territory-"because, after al l ,  we 
are not so many."4 Who wou ld  have 
imag i ned a ch ief executive mak ing 
such a statement a few years before ! 

But if H enderson was slow to com­
mit  h i mself on practical matters of 
admin istration before he had qu ite 
fa mi l i a rized h imself with them, h is  
mora l  reform campaign was launched 
with despatch. On the afternoon of 
29  August 1 907, h is dance-ha l l  leg is ­
lat ion was approved by counci l ,  with 
H enderson h imself vot ing aga i nst 
a mendments proposed to a l low the 
proprietors a l ittle grace. The repeal of 
their  l i censes, once approved by Par­
l iament meant the end of the last re l ics 
of the frenetic and fabulous days of 
the go ld-rush, when dr inks and g i rls  
were pa id for with gold-dust and for­
tu nes changed hands at the spin of a 
wheel or the turn of a card. The "F lo­
radora," the last  survivor of  that gay 
time in  the late n ineties, closed its 
doors on 1 8  J a n uary 1 908, a lthough 
it was su bsequently a l lowed to re­
open unt i l  the end of Ju ne. There was 
no place in the staid Dawson of the 
post- Mc l n nes era for these ga udy and  
p lush establ ishments g iven over to 
l ighter enterta i nment inc lud ing l iquor  
and sex. 

Early in the new year, H enderson 
procla imed to his erstwh i le  Jeremiah 
that  he as commissioner was in  dead 
earnest in  enforcing the l aws for  the 
suppression of all wickedness and 
vice. Compla ints from whatever quar­
ter  wou ld be thoroughly investigated, 
with no sh i rking of the respons ib i l ity. 

I impressed upon those charged 
with enforcement of the laws that 
they should proceed upon the prin­
ciple that enactments were made to 
be obeyed and that I was prepared to 
accept the fullest responsibility for 
the instructions given. These officials 
know where I stand. I have made no 
secret of mv position or policV in the 
matter. 5 
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I n  fact H enderson now attacked 
Pr ingle h i mself fo r traduc ing the Yukon 
to g a i n  pub l icity and perhaps po l i t ical  
advantage. In th is the commiss ioner 
was warmly supported by both D aw­
son's newspa pers. The World pointed 
out that H e nd erson 's  l etters clear ly 
demonstrated that Pr ing le  had never 
f i led a compla int i n  Dawson, and that 
al l  h is co lourfu l  statements had been 
made to outside newspapers ,  among 
which was the formidab le  Toronto 
Globe. Pri ng l e's a l legat ions reached 
the floor of the H ouse .  A statement 
from the commissioner d ated 7 De­
cember 1 907 flat ly contrad icted Pr in­
g le's  assert ions about the dance ha l l s : 
the i r  worst feature, sa id their  execu­
t io ner, was the  i n ducement offered 
patrons to d r i n k  excessively and  squan­
der the i r  money. The g i r ls employed 
by these lav ish ly and  ornately fur­
n ished esta bl ishments may often have 
fleeced befuddled patrons,  but they 
were not prosti tutes. Pringle's charges 
were also den ied by ex-commiss ioner 
Congdon.  O n  h is arr iva l  i n  Vancouver 
o n  2 May 1 908, Henderson de­
nou nced Pr ing le's test imony as a 
mere pol i t ica l  gambit. H e  had ori g i na l ­
ly  conceived of  the  Presbyter ian d i ­
v ine  a s  b e i n g  a n  a l l y  o f  h i s  aga inst 
v ice, but n ow as a bothersome trouble­
maker and u nj ust cr it ic of the territory. 
Dawson ,  H enderson sa id ,  was as 
wel l - beh aved as any other Canad ian  
town.  H av ing  c leansed Dawson, the 
commiss ioner would proceed to de­
fend her honour  aga inst sensation 
mongers .  

H enderson d id n ot relax h i s  crusade. 
In 1 908 he had p l aced at the d isposal 
of the pol ice a secret service fund to 
f inance the obta in ing  of evidence to 



be used in prosecut ions.  Th is  measure 
had the hea rty support of both the 
pr ime m in ister and the m i n i ster of 
j ustice. But i n  writ ing to Laurier the 
fol lowing Janua ry ( 1 909 ) ,  H e nderson 
admitted that evidence was too often 
ha rd to come by, H e  emphat ica l ly 
den ied that prost itut ion was be ing 
tolerated i n  Dawson : th is  issue greatly 
troubled the conscience of the cit ies 
of the East.  He suppo rted his asser­
t ions  by enc los ing a memori a l  from 
the clergymen of Dawson adducing 
that the law was be ing enfo rced for 
the suppression of vice a n d  the regu­
l at ion of the l i quor  trade ,  I n  fact. stated 
the gentlemen of the cloth,  the moral 
cond i t ion of  D awson was n ow g reatly 
improved over that of a few years 
ago .6  Laur ier  cou ld  not but concur  in  
th is ,  for the territory had become a 
source of emba rrassment to the pa rty 
i n  its l ustier per iod,  though not ent i re­
ly, i n  the words of the old ba l l ad ,  
"from cigarettes, and  wh iskey and  
wi ld ,  wi ld  women." Dawson had a l ­
ways, even from go ld- rush days, been 
affli cted with the closed Su nday : the 
l i d  was now to be screwed d own tig ht. 
for the commiss ioner a n nou nced in a 
letter dated 28 May 1 908 that the 
Lord 's Day Act was to be enforced 
i mmed iately in the Yukon .  If D awson 
wou ld  n ot be god ly, i t  wou ld  jo l ly  
we l l  be q u iet ! 

Alexander Henderson,  in h is  admin­
istrat ion of the  territory, was  not  
who l ly  concerned wi th  mora l  rear­
mament though this was nearest h is 
heart. H e  advocated ra i lway access to 
other parts of Canada rather than  sole 
d ependency o n  the White Pass & 

Yukon, which terminated in American 
territory. Agricultura l .  coal  and m ineral 
lands wou ld  al l u ndergo st imulat ing 
development from such a connection . 
The m in ing regu lat ions a l so received 
further attention. Henderson in h is 
q u iet way had cal led a ha l t  to further 
reductions in the territor ia l  civil serv­
ice : he had indeed informed the 
M i n ister of the I nterior, F ra n k  Ol iver, 
that further cuts could not be made.  
The government's critic, the H onour­
able George E .  Foster, received Ol iver's 
assurances sceptica l ly ; after a l l ,  Hen­
derson l ived with these people, had  
thei r i nterests a t  heart. and the  govern­
ment would have a long wait if ant i ­
cipating any compl ia nce from h im.  I n  
fact. Foster doubted that H enderson 
had the courage to cut sa laries or 
l iv ing a l lowances in  l i ne  with govern­
ment pol icy.  

Henderson's admin istration was 
witness to a s ign ifica nt change in the 
constitution of the territory, embod ied 
i n  the amendment to the Y u kon Act7 
approved 20 Ju ly  1 908 a nd to come 
into force on 1 May 1 909. The vital 
feature of the Act was that the func­
t ions of commissioner and counci l  
were separated, the former reta i n i ng 
fu l l  executive authority and  the latter 
restricted to a purely legis lative func­
t ion.  The counci l  was therefore to draft 
a l l  legis lat ion, but the commiss ioner 
held the power of approval o r  referra l 
to the Governor i n  Counc i l .  The func­
t ions of the legis lative and  the execu­
tive authority were thus d ifferentiated. 
The commissioner henceforth was to 
be, in effect. a one-man cabinet sub­
ject only to the cou nc i l 's vot ing of 
suppl ies. The second s ig n if icant 
change represented the triumph of 
the democratic or popu la r  pr incip le ,  
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i n  that the counc i l  of 1 0  was made a 
whol ly e lective body to s i t  for three 
years. The fra nch ise, as in the rest of 
the cou ntry, was restricted to 2 1 -year­
old males or over, of British descent o r  
natural ized B rit ish subjects. I t  was the 
f ina l  measure i n  the trans it ion from 
authoritar ian to popular govern ment. 
B ut. be i t  noted, the Yukon did not 
have respo nsib le government for the 
commissioner was not respons ib le  to 
counci l ; he served out h is  term, 
whether he had the support of the 
majority of the 1 O-man counci l  or not. 
Th is ,  however, did not become a prob­
lem in the Yukon,  for with the conver­
s ion of the Yukon counci l  to a whol ly  
elective body, the principa l  g rievance 
i n  the territory was righted. H itherto 
the counci l  had been convened by 
the commissioner annua l ly, s itt ing for 
a week to ten days ; in the future there 
were to be twice-yearly sess ions, but 
that was not in  H enderson's time. 

At last i n  the summer of 1 908 the 
commissio ner's residence (and this 
t it le would seem henceforth to f it  i t  
better than G overnment H ou se) under­
went restoration ,  the sum of $21 ,929 .30 
being set as ide in the estimates for 
the pu rpose. Although a commod i ous 
res idence by a ny standards, the new 
residence l acked the e legance, and 
some might say the Victorian preten ­
s i o n  (accord ing t o  persona l  taste ) ,  of 
the ear l ier  and  or ig i nal structure. The 
pol i shed Douglas  f i r  pa ne l ing in the 
ha l l s  and pr inc ipa l  rooms was replaced 
with wa l lpaper. and the gables and 
eaves lacked the former e laborate 
trim. Doors and wainscoting were 
f in ished in b lack ma hogany ; the main 
ha l l ,  study and  d i n i ng-room were 



paneled in dark wood, and  the d raw­
ing and reception rooms were f in ished 
i n  a green decor, with rugs to match. 
A dark red p l ush ca rpet was laid in  
the vest ibule and  u p  the main sta ir­
way, from whose landing orchestras 
serenaded the company on ga la  oc­
casions. The old hot- a i r  system had 
been found inadequate i n  Dawson's 
winter ; hot water heat ing  was i n ­
sta l led in its stead ,  with go ld-t inted 
radiators. The d i n i ng - room was l i t by 
lamps of var ied and  r ich des ign ,  as 
wel l  as a central chandel ier. A pair of 
French doors, open ing from the draw­
ing or  the reception room, was i n ­
cluded B A l l  i n  a l l ,  the restored res­
idence was one of which the territory 
need not feel ashamed. The i rony of it 
was that it was to be used for barely 
seven years, then to sta nd u noccu p ied 
for decades, and  i n  the end to be put 
to a very ut i l ita r ian  use. 

The Henderson s  moved into the 
restored and refurn ished res idence 
sometime i n  N ovember. 1 908.  A re­
ception in the nature of a house­
wa rming was held o n  2 December ; 
open house was declared for a l l  who 
cared to attend .  M rs .  Henderson re­
ceived in the drawi ng- room, assisted 
by Capta i n  R i chard Doug las of the 
Royal North-West M ounted Po l i ce. 
A three- piece orchestra was i nsta l led 
on the land ing of the ma in  sta i rcase 
and several g uests with better than 
average vo ices favoured the company 
with a few a i rs .  The last of the g uests 
left on ly at one o 'c lock, which in the 
Dawson of the reformed era was late. 

In the summer of 1 909, the Yukon 
was honoured by a v is it by G overnor 
General Ear l  Grey. The commissioner 
and h is  wife moved out of the res i­
dence i n  order that it be g iven u p  en­
t i rely to the vice- rega l  party (A later 
commissioner i nti mated that he wou ld  
be  unwi l l i n g  to do th is : times were 
becoming more egal itari an . )  G rey and  
h is  party a rrived at Dawson the  morn ­
ing  of 1 2  August. The fo l lowing even­
ing  a reception was he ld  at G overn ­
ment H ouse between the hours of 
n i ne and eleven .  Refreshments served 
i ncl uded salad, punch, l iquors, ice 
cream, cigarettes and cigars .  A five­
p iece orchestra was in attenda nce 9 
Robert Service, n ow at the height of 
h i s  fame as the ba l iadeer of the K lon­
d i ke (though he had been i n  Mexico 
at the time of the gold-rush ) ,  was 
invited to the reception or  banq uet as 
a guest of honour. Service, apparently 
careless of the socia l  graces, fai led to 
a n swer the forma l  i nvitation .  This d is­
tressed the conveners of the occas ion,  
and  an emissary was d ispatched to 
summon the poet to the board .  Serv ice 
made up ha ndsomely for h is gaffe by 
present ing an autographed copy of 
h is  Songs of a Sourdough, which 
was on everyone's l ips at the t ime. to 
Lady Sybi l .  the governor general 's 
daug hter. l O  

Henderso n went to Ottawa in  the 
wi nter of 1 909 - 1 0, a rr iv ing back in 
Dawson o n  1 7  M a rch .  He annou nced 
p lans to d i fferentiate clearly between 
federal and territor ia l  office work i n  
t h e  i nterests o f  g reater efficiency. H e  
had p l a n s  to improve Dawson's streets 
and  a lso the roads to the creeks or 
m i ne workings The school heati ng  
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system a n d  the postal service wou ld  
a lso receive h i s  attent ion.  Noth i n g  
w i l d l y  exci t ing ,  perhaps, but  p ractical 
measures at which none wo u l d  cavi l .  

I n  J u ne o f  1 9 1 0  t h e  comm iss ioner  
a nd counc i l  c lashed over a pub l i c  
service o rd i n a nce submitted by cou n ­
c i l .  The issue devolved upon the ap­
poi ntment of a territor ia l  treasu rer by 
the authority of commiss ioner  i n  coun­
c i l : H enderson contended that the 
authority was h is  a lone .  Appoi ntments 
were his prerogative. When asked by 
cou nc i l  to telegra ph a copy of the b i l l  
to the  Department of  J ustice, he re­
fused , saying that the depa rtment 
wou ld  n ot have t ime to de l i berate 
on the measure this sess ion .  Asked 
whether the terri tor ia l  court could rule 
in  the matter, H e nderson repl ied that 
it could n ot. In fact. he cons idered the 
measure ultra vires of the counc i l .  and 
left the cham ber with a ch i l l y  "Gentle­
men,  I wish you good morn i ng . " 1 1  
H enderson knew that h e  was o n  firm 
ground ; that in seeking to meddle 
with appointments counc i  I was ex­
ceed ing its authority. Although a qu iet. 
unassuming persona l ity, H e nderson 
knew h is  bus i ness and cou ld  n ot be 
b l uffed or cajo led .  In this i nsta nce, as 
with several others in  which the com­
miss ioner with held assent. reserv ing  
the  measures for decis ion by the gov­
ernor in co unc i l .  he was susta i ned. 1 2 

The H o n o u rab le F ra n k  O l iver, M i n ­
ister of t h e  I nterior, paid t h e  territory 
an offic ia l  v is it  in J u ly, 1 9 1 0. He was 
enterta ined at the res idence. He stayed 
but a day, a rr iv ing on the Susie on the 
n i n eteenth and depart i ng o n  the Sel­
kirk the fol lowing day. 

I n August Henderson to u red the 
southern Yukon .  He fe lt very encour­
aged over m in i ng  development in the 



Wh itehorse reg ion ,  where there were 
extens ive copper deposits. 

The new year, 1 9 1 1 ,  saw the inde­
fat igable Congdon aga in  o n  the attack, 
his target n ow be ing the commis­
s ioner. Wr i t ing to Laur ier  o n  1 2  J a n ­
uary 1 9 1 1 ,  h e  castigated Henderson 
for h is  a l l egedly pus i l l a n i mous d ither­
ing on the schoo l  i ssue, ever a fru itfu l 
source of d iscord. I n  a letter to Laurier, 
Congdon expressed h i s  contempt. 
I know you will not suspect me of 
threatening. I am merely warning of a 
danger that Henderson is too lazy and 
worthless to avoid by facing in a man­
ly fashion. He will work to save his 
own bacon. Sauve qui peut has always 
been his motto. 1 3 
He had a lso some sharp words about 
George B lack, a futu re commiss ioner 
then o n  the counc i l .  

O n  S u nday n ight. 23 Apri l 1 9 1 1 ,  
the commiss ioner de l ivered a n  address 
at  St. Pau l 's Cathedral on a subject 
close to his heart on the occas ion of 
the tercentenary of the K ing  J ames 
B i ble.  Ta k ing for his t it le "The I n ­
f luence o f  the B i b le  o n  C iv i l ization ,"  
the  commiss ioner developed the  rather 
dub ious  theme that the progress and  
the  prosperity of  the  Eng l i sh -spea k ing 
people was attr ibutable to C hr i st ian i ty, 
in which surely the K ing  J a mes B i ble 
was a pr ime element. He contrasted 
European and N o rth American c iv i­
l ization with that of China and Ti bet 
which had progressed l i ttle i n  the 
course of 2,000 years. H e  then, yet 
more fu lsomely, po inted to the great 
advances made among African and  
Polynes ian  peoples s i n ce the  message 

of the G ospel had been brought to 
them. In 1 9 1 1  fa ith in the superior ity 
of the white race, despite the d isturb­
ing debacle of the Russo-Japa nese 
War, had not been ser iously shaken ; 
it was sti l l  very much the age of far­
flung colon ia l  empire and the "wh ite 
man's burden . "  There is every reason 
to bel ieve that the commiss ioner's 
address that even ing i n  Dawson went 
over wel l .  for he could n ot have been 
expected to have an overly cr it ical  
aud ience. 

On 1 J u ne 1 9 1 1  Alexa nder Hender­
son an nou nced h i s  ret i rement. having 
served longer than any of h is  prede­
cessors (four years ) .  H is tenure had 
witnessed the introduction of fu l ly 
popular government ; the trans it ion in 
m i n ing operations from ind iv idua l  
ventures with pick and  shovel to l a rge­
scale ventures with expens ive and 
cumbersome mach i nery ; and  of Daw­
son from a town with a few vestiges 
of the m i n i ng camp of lust ier days to 
a community d iffer ing l i ttle, other tha n  
in  its remote location and  h igh  lat i ­
tude,  from other towns across the 
length and breadth of Canada.  H e  had 
admin istered the territory economic­
a l ly. Though a l ife- long Libera l .  he 
had scrupulously avoided parti sansh ip  
i n  office. H e  had un i ted ab i l ity with 
caution, or  perhaps prudence i s  a 
better word . 

A farewel l  presentation was made 
to Alexander Henderson o n  the bal­
cony of the H otel Alexa ndra at n ine  
on the  even ing of  1 0  J u ly. I n  h is  fare­
wel l  address, Henderson cited the two 
principal  needs of the territory as inte l­
l igent prospecting and  cheaper trans­
portation .  Quoting Theodore R oose-
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velt. who on leaving the White House 
had exc la imed, "I have had a bu l ly  
t ime," he concluded h is  resume of a l l  
the sports a n d  activities h e  had e n ­
gaged in  with, "so that i f  I have n ot 
had a bu l ly t ime, I should l i ke to have 
pointed out to me the man in  the 
Yukon who has." 1 4 His farewell ban­
quet had been canceled because of  
a n  outbreak of  sma l lpox. The "qu iet" 
commissioner left Dawson with h is  
wife and  daughter G race on the river 
boat Canadian a few days later. to 
take up res idence in  Vancouver. 

Henderson entered law practice i n  
Vancouver, j o i n i n g  t h e  f i rm o f  Tu l k  
a n d  B ray with offices i n  the newly 
bu i lt Canada Life Bu i ld i ng  on H asti ngs 
Street. H e  was known in  h is  profes­
s ion as one wel l -versed in m in i ng ,  
and a l l  bran ches of c iv i l .  crim ina l  and  
commerc ia l  law. H is name appears in  
the  Vancouver Directory as late as 
1 9 2 2 ,  but from that point. as in  the 
case of h is  predecessor, we lose trace 
of h im .  He had been an able, honest. 
if not a co lourful commissioner. But  
then the  territory had had i ts  f i l l  of the 
f lamboyant and forceful type. The 
Yukon was now runn ing in  qu ieter 
waters. 



George Black 
George B lack, the last i ncumbent i n  
the office o f  commissioner per se, had 
as much t i t le  to be cal led a Yukoner 
as a nyone, hav ing fo l l owed the "Tra i l  
o f  ' 9 8 , "  as d i d  h i s  extraord inary wife, 
in every sense h i s  equa l  in strength 
and courage and second to none 
among a l l  the ladies of G overnment 
H ouse. 

George Black began his long l ife 
(just seven years short of a fu l l  cen­
tury)  i n  Woodstock, N ew Brun swick, 
i n  1 87 2 .  He came from Un ited Empire 
Loya l i st stock on both s ides of the 
house. He had his school i ng in R i ch i ­
bucto, then a l i ttle commun ity near  
the  [\I orth umberla nd Stra it .  H e  went 
on to study law at F redericton .  But 
not for him some qu iet so l i c itor's 
pract ice i n  gracious a nd res ident ia l  
Fredericto n,  nor even the bustl i n g  
cities o f  Ontar io.  Lured t o  t h e  go ld­
f ie lds  near  the Arctic C i rc le he set  out. 
as d id  thousands upon thousands of 
others, for E ldorado.  Presumably he  
made the  ascent of  that  terri b le  pass 
( C h i l koot or Wh ite) to the remote i n ­
ter ior where m e n  were fever ish ly ex­
pending l ife and l i m b  in the age-o ld 
q uest for  go ld .  H e  staked a "d iscov­
ery" claim (so-ca l led because i t  was 
the f i rst in that i mmed iate v ic in ity) on 
Livingstone C reek in 1 899 .  

But B lack  at  a n  ear ly  stage forsook 
pan n ing  a nd g igg ing  for go ld for the 
greater security of law practice, from 
which he gravitated ,  as have so many 
of  the lega l  profess ion ,  i nto pol it ics .  
Turn ing over h i s  ho ld ings to h is part­
ners, i n  1 901 he  took passage to 
Dawson on a river boat by working 
h is  way as a deckhand .  O n  arrival in 

Dawson i t  transp i red that the char­
terers had n o  money to pay off the 
crew. M ak ing a virtue of necessity, 
George B lack turned to the practice of 
h i s  profess ion i n  burgeoning Dawson, 
act ing as counsel fo r a number of 
these u nfortunate deckhands i n  the 
Ad m i ra l ty Court of the Yuko n .  H e  f i rst 
entered law practice with C. M. Wood ­
worth of Vancouver, and later with 
his u ncle,  John  B lack.  

George B lack soon acqu i red a 
reputation as the lead ing cr imina l  
lawyer i n  the territory from which he 
turned to pol i t ics as an active oppo­
nent of the admin istration .  H e  was a 
strong supporter of Dr. Alfred Thomp­
son,  contri buting substanti a l ly to the 
l atter's return as Yukon's fi rst member. 
B l ack served three terms on the Yukon 
counci l ,  i n  wh ich he was instrumental 
i n  d rawing up and shep herd ing 
thro u g h  counc i l  l ien laws for the protec­
t ion of loggers and m i ners. Too often 
stampeders who had fa i led in their  
q uest for E ldorado and were forced 
to work for others in order to exist i n  
what remai ned a h igh-cost econ omy, 
at  clea n - u p  time or the end of the 
season fou nd themselves done out of 
their wages . Black's leg is lation ensured 
that the labourers' h i re became the f i rst 
charge on a l l  estates, so the day la­
bourer was assu red of  h i s  wages i n  fu l l ,  
even shou ld  h i s  employer go  ban krupt. 

B lack's future wife, nee Martha 
Lou i se M u nger. was a woman of 
remarkable qua l it ies of the t imber of 
which p ioneers a re made. S ix years 
older than her husband,  Martha B lack 
was one of those of  whom it has 
been sa id ,  "Age sha l l  not weary them, 
nor the years condemn : "  at three 
score a nd ten she had the vi brancy 
and  spir i t  of a woman half  her age. 
Born i n  1 866 i n  C h icago, the daughter 
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of a wel l -to -do entrepeneur who had  
estab l i shed a cha in  of l aundries across 
the country, Ma rth a  was ra i sed i n  
comforta b le  c i rcumstances ; s h e  was 
educated at a convent school ( a l ­
though s h e  herself was Protestant) b y  
the S i sters o f  the H o l y  C ross, g rad­
uat ing i n  1 886 .  The fo l lowing year 
she married her fi rst husband,  W i l l  
Purdy, by whom she  had two sons .  

I n the year 1 89 7  the news of the 
K lond i ke str ike burst upon the world, 
then i n  a h i g h l y  receptive state for 
such a bonanza. Among the thousands 
l u red to the north were M artha a n d  
her  husband,  w h o  formed a partner­
ship with a fr iend to proceed to the 
K lond i ke .  The pa rty outfitted i n  Denver, 
then moved to the i r  advance base, 
in a manner  of speak ing ,  i n  Seattle. 
At this po i nt. the paths of husband 
and wife d iv ided sharp ly  and  per­
manent ly .  W i l l  announced from S a n  
F ranc i sco t h a t  he  w a s  abandon ing  
the  K lond i ke venture i n  favour of an  
opportun i ty i n  H awa i i .  U n l i ke most 
women, or men for that matter, 
M a rtha he ld a steady course for the 
n orth .  With her brother she ascended 
the C h i l koot Pass i n  that incred ib le  
summer  of 1 898 and  a rrived i n  
D awson o n  5 August. at  t h e  very 
he ight  of the stampede.  D awson then 
presented the never-to - be-forgotten 
spectacle of a tent -and-shanty town,  
s i nce immortal ized in  the ba l lads of 
Robert S ervice, a b iza rre commun ity 
made up of i t inerant adventurers from 
the fou r corners of the earth .  Wealth 
acq u i red often overn ight  contrasted 
with i n d igence and d eath . Typho id  
was  a n  ever-present men ace d u ri ng  
the short hot  su mmers,  with the  
K lond i ke and  Yukon  rivers the sole 
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water supply ; and i n  the long sub­
Arctic winters, with the i r  1 8 - to 20-
hour n ights, f i re too often reduced the 
frame and log shanties to cha rred 
ru ins .  It was to th is  frontier town that 
Martha came i n  a n  advanced state of 
pregnancy, and  on 31 J a n uary 1 899 
her th i rd son was born in Dawso n .  
S h e  h a d  a l ready staked a n umber of 
c la ims on Excels ior  C reek, one of the 
many tributaries of the K lond ike. I n  
1 89 9  her father a rrived and  persuaded 
her to return home ; but  the fol lowing 
yea r  she was back i n  the K lond ike in 
company with her e l dest son.  With 
two partners she opened a saw- m i l l .  
which s h e  r a n  with a strength that 
many a man wou l d  envy, hand l ing  a 
reca lcitrant foreman deftly and effec­
tively1 5. I n  every sense she was as much 
a part of the her itage of the Yukon as 
was her future husband,  both of whom 
had come in  over the tra i l .  

George and Martha met at some 
point i n  the frontier town in  the early 
years of the century and were married 
at M i l l  Lodge, near Dawson, on 1 Au­
gust 1 904. B lack took over h is  foster 
sons with a wi l l ,  devot ing as much 
time to them as if they were h is  own, 
teaching them the sk i l l s  he had ac­
qu i red from l ife i n  the m in i ng  ca mp­
hand l i ng  a canoe, shooting, fish ing  
and general bush craft. L ike R uth of 
o ld ,  Martha B lack adopted whole 
heartedly her husband's a l leg iance and 
h is  re l ig ion .  
I am a firm believer in the principle 
that married couples, from the begin ­
ning, should be in complete harmony 

in religion, in country, and in politics. 
So immediatelv after mv marriage, 
without compunction, I became an 
Anglican, an Imperialist, and a Con ­
servative. Not onlv did I become a 
member of the Anglican Church, but I 
took an active part in the Women's 
Auxiliary, later being elected president, 
which position I held for a number of 
vears. 1 6 

Martha Black reca l led at one point  
in  her memoirs an occasion in  which 
an aggressive young matron,  attempt­
ing to get a rise out of her, asked how 
she (an American )  could qua l ify to 
become a member of the I . O . D . E . ( I m ­
peria l  Order of the Daug hters o f  the 
Empire ) ,  to which the impertu rbable 
f i rst lady (as she then was) rep l ied, by 
marrying  George Black I 

M eanwh i le George Black was g a i n ­
ing po l i t ical experience and was one of 
the more active members of the cou n ­
c i l .  I n  the 1 909 federal election, won 
by the former commissioner, F. T. 
Congdon, B lack pol led more votes 
than the other two cand idates, demon­
strat ing that a l ready he was a force to 
be reckoned with on the h ustings.  
Aga i nst so formidable and experienced 
an opponent he could take comfort i n  
putt ing h i s  defeat down t o  va luable 
experience for the future. 

But before B lack had launched h im­
self o n  h i s  l ong  par l iamentary career 
in  which he was to hold Yukon's seat 
in  season and out of season,  he was 
f i rst cal led to G overnment House, be­
ing appointed commissioner on 1 
February 1 9 1 2  by the Borden ad­
m in i stration .  I t  is  n ot d ifficult to un­
derstand why S i r  Robert's choice fe l l  
u p o n  h im : h e  was an a b l e  reformer, 
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experienced counc i lman and  sta u nch 
Conservative, thorough ly fa m i l i a r  with 
a l l  aspects of the territory's affa i rs .  H i s  
sa la ry a n d  expenses were t h e  s a m e  as 
those of the prev ious  incu mbents ­
$6,000 per a n n u m  a nd $6,000 for ex­
penses. This was, a s  has been ob­
served h itherto, none too  much i n  the 
Yukon for i t  was freely said that a n  
honest commiss ioner, who enterta ined 
i n  the lav ish fash ion  expected i n  the 
territory, wou ld  f i nd  h imself out of 
pocket. A man as able and wel l - known 
as B lack was bound to be popu lar  
fo l lowing h is  q u i et a nd u nassu ming  
predecessor, whom the  Prince Rupert 
News rather unk i nd ly  described 
as "practica l ly a stra nger when he l eft 
there last yea r . " 1 7  

T h e  Dawson Dailv News, for the 
past three years the town's sole d a i ly, 
welcomed the appo i ntment. referr i ng  
to  B l ack as "yo u ng, v i r i l e  and  progres­
s ive" and "the tri bune of the peo-
p le  ; " 1 8  shades of J oseph H owe ! The 
commiss ioner and h is wife arrived in 
Dawson, over the winter tra i l  o n  2 1  
M a rch,  hav ing been met as fa r o u t  a s  
G ra n d  Forks b y  a party o f  over one 
h u n d red.  Their  r ig was ga i ly  decorated 
with flags and  bunt ing .  The bana l  
everyday g reeti ngs,  i nformal but s i n ­
cere, were evidence that the  newly ap­
poi nted commissioner was  wel l - known 
in the territory. 

Hello, Mr. Commissioner 
Hello, Mr. Administrator 

Ah, there, George 
Well, well, Fitz 
How's Bill 

How's it going, Jim 
Glad to see you Bob 

You're looking fine, Frank 
Hello, Jack 

Glad to see you, Archie 
Zeke, old boy, how's things 11 9 



A rous ing  reception was he ld  for the 
B lacks in the Arct ic  B rotherhood Ha l l .  
i n  wh ich  cord i a l  i nformal ity was  the 
o rder of the day. As the fi rst Co nser­
vative appointee i n  the territory's h i s ­
tory, a proven democrat. reformer and 
ab le  admin i strator, B l ack's appo i nt­
ment made the territory's future look 
bright to the News. B lack had o nce 
been a m iner  h i mself, spoke the i r  
language a nd u nderstood the i r  needs. 

In his fi rst morn ing at his desk B lack 
spoke of the i nd iv idua l  miner a s  the 
salvat ion of the territory. H i s  admin i s ­
trat ion wou ld  do a l l  i n  i t s  power to 
encourage the return of i nd iv idua l  
entrepreneurs .  He admi tted that the 
min ing compan ies were do ing  good 
work exp lo i t ing g ravel which the i n ­
d iv idua l  could n ot. b u t  m a n y  o f  the 
benefits went to n o n - residents, no 
doubt in the shape of investments in 
company stock. The great need of the 
territory, he sa id ,  was a loweri ng  of the 
fre ight  rates .  The White Pass & Yukon 
and  the territory which i t  served were 
mutua l ly  d ependent. The tour ist trade 
must be st imu lated.  In h i s  f i rst report. 
for the season 1 9 1 1  - 1 2 ,  B lack regret­
ted that the govern ment o rder d i recti ng  
the rai lway to lower i ts  rates had been 
resc inded,  permitt ing  the company to 
apply the remedy i tself. He trusted , 
however, that the new pres ident was 
s incere in his assura nces that th is  
would be done.  B lack  was to work 
throughout his ten ure for better and 
more eco nomica l  transportat ion  and  
the  sti m u l at ion of the  m i n ing i nd ustry. 
He had a so l i d  backgro u n d  of expe­
rience on which to d raw, u n l i ke many 

of his predecessors who had come 
fresh to the job from the outs ide .  

I n  her  memoirs Martha B lack re­
cords that in her early years in Dawson 
she had often deplored the fact that 
the res idence was too exclus ive i n  its 
patronage ; that only the prominent i n  
the commun i ty were received there. 
F ind ing herself in the spring of 1 9 1 2  
the new chate la ine of G overnment 
House, she determ i ned on a thorough­
ly democratic order of  procedure more 
in keep ing with the or ig ins  and  the 
character of the commun i ty. The res­
idence was not to be i n undated by a 
Jackson ian  rabble, for the new mis­
tress of  the  comm issioner's res idence 
drew the l i ne as to good conduct - but 
she fo l lowed the pr incip le that a l l  were 
e l ig ib le for the mansion's hospita l ity, 
regardless of soc ia l  stat ion ,  very much 
in the trad it ion of the West. For her  
first open house, she ordered 1 ,000 
sandwiches, 40 cakes, 20 ga l lons  of 
sherbet and sa lad.  At the foot of the 
main sta i rcase stood a huge punch 
bowl with attenda nts, and  a five-p iece 
orchestra p layed on the l and ing .  The 
interior was lavishly decorated with 
flags and bunting, potted p la nts and  
cut flowers, and  the  a rchway was 
draped with the U n ion J ack and the 
Stars and Stripes. M rs .  B lack, who had 
a l ready establ ished a wel l -deserved 
reputation as a hort icultura l i st. had 
f i l led the d in ing- room with scarlet 
poppies and the upsta i rs rooms were 
redolent with the scent of sweet peas, 
al l  products at that ear ly season (Apri l )  
o f  the residence's green houses, whi le  
the reception room was decorated with 
fu l l -g rown roses and ferns. The danc­
ing conti nued unt i l  two i n  the morn ing  
and the  l ast guest departed on ly  a t  
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five, which must have set a precedent 
fo r G overnment H ouse. Cards and 
b i l l i a rds were ava i lab le on the th i rd 
floor for those who favoured qu ieter 
a musement. 

The new mistress of G overnment 
H ouse knew, however, where to draw 
the l i ne .  Although mi ners were wel­
come in the i r  workaday clothes, M a r­
tha B l ack was fu l ly cog n izant of her 
husband's posit ion as Yukon's chief 
executive. To one bold chap who 
asked, " M ay I come over tonight and 
br ing the M issus," she repl ied : 
You're sure she's your real wife. You 
have alreadv introduced me to several 
"wives",  and George and I owe a duty 
to the dignified office he holds.2o 
At this t ime the G overn ment House 
staff was made u p  of a cook, butler, 
housema id ,  gardener and assistant. 
None excel led the B l acks in k ind ly and 
lavish hospita l ity. M rs. Black was a 
woman in her forty-seventh yea r  when 
she fi rst took up residence at Govern­
ment H ouse, but one young for her 
years, both i n  body and sp i rit .  Nor was 
she any stranger to the social ameni­
t ies,  having been enterta i ned at the 
Wh ite H O Llse on more than one occa­
sion in her youth. Important guests 
were not lack ing dur ing the B lacks' 
tenure ; John  F .  Strong, governor of 
the ne ighbouring territory of Alaska, 
and S i r  Douglas and Lady Hazen 
( M in ister of Marine)  were among the 
more promi nent. and only the outbreak 
of  war prevented the v is i t  of  the Du ke 
of Connaught. Martha Leu ise B lack 



played the dua l  ro le of hostess and 
first lady of the territory, and was her 
husband's compa nion on many an  
exped it ion into the  bush by canoe in  
wh ich  they l ived under canvas and 
largely off the l and .  M rs .  B lack was no 
mean shot with a r if le, a lthough one 
of her sons passed off casual ly her f i rst 
bear as no great feat. 

But Martha B lack possessed fem­
in ine attributes too in fu l l  measure. She 
was an  inveterate and successful gar­
dener, br inging the grounds of Gov­
ernment H ouse to a peak of profus ion 
in Dawson's short but fecund su mmer. 
when the long hours of sun l ight in ­
duced p lant  and vegetable develop­
ment of incred i b le s ize and luxur iance. 
From the res idence's k itchen garden 
came head l ettuce. rad ishes. peas. car­
rots, beans. turn ips. potatoes. celery. 
squash, vegeta b le  marrow. and from 
the extensive lawns. mushrooms. Off 
season the greenho uses produced to­
matoes. cucum bers. cu rrants. goose­
berries. raspberries and cranberries. 
The commissioner's l ady also kept 
chickens. ensur ing a supply of fresh 
eggs and poultry. The commissioner 
once gu l led h is  wife into bel ieving that 
one of her pr ize hens was stead i ly in­
creas ing her output ; he substituted 
store eggs for those freshly la id .  i n ­
creas ing t h e  da i ly del ivery t o  h is  wife's 
growing amazement 2 1  

Martha B lack took a keen interest in  
the Yukon's f lora .  becoming in  t ime 
somewhat of an  authority on the wide 

variety of wild flowers f lour ish ing in 
that northerly reg ion .  As ear ly as De­
cember 1 906. under the nom de plume 
" C l over." she wo n fi rst prize in the 
Yukon F lower Contest for the wide 
range and d iversified d isplay her entry 
presented : only pla nts nat ive to the 
Yukon were to be entered. In t ime 
Martha B lack identified over 200 va ­
rieties of f lour ishing wi ld flowers in the 
Yukon,  and did much to correct the 
popu lar  misconception on the outside 
that the Yukon was a verita ble ice cap. 
I n  the Aud itor General 's report for 
1 9 1 2 - 1 3 is recorded a G overn ment 
H ouse order for 2.000 tul ips. 8Y, dozen 
roses and 6 pal ms.n the latter no doubt 
for inter ior decorat ion. ' 

The commissioner's lady a lso had 
wel l -developed l i terary tastes. Dur ing 
their f i rst two seasons in resi dence, the 
B lacks ordered two sets of encyclo­
paed ias as well as Parkman's Works. 
a complete Sha kespeare and J ohn L .  
Stoddard 's  Travels.23  

To B lack. in company with C .  A. 
Thomas, manager of the Yukon Go ld 
Com pa ny. belongs the d ist i nction of 
having made the first tr ip by auto­
mobi le from Dawson to Whitehorse. 
a d i stance of nearly 350 mi les .  The 
trip was completed in Thomas's car 
just before the new year, 1 9 1 3 . B l ack 
was su rprised to f ind the road as good 
as i t  was.  but even at that i t  is  obvious 
in the reading that the tr ip was a 
rough one.  It nonetheless convinced 
B lack of the feas ib i l ity of road travel 
to the head of steel (for the Wh ite 
Pass & Yukon has never been ex­
tended beyond Whitehorse ) ,  which 
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he considered superior to the wi nter 
stage for some c lasses of traff ic .  B lack 
stra i g htway wrote to the Yukon's 
member, u rg ing  h im to work fo r ap­
propr iat ions in  order that the Dawso n ­
Whitehorse road be made f i t  f o r  motor 
travel in a l l  seasons. U nfortu nately 
the a ccount of this memorable journey 
does not i n c lude the make of the car, 
which suffered on ly a l ittle carb u retor 
troub le  on the roa d .  

As with several of h i s  predecessors. 
B lack was to come under f i re early i n  
h i s  career f o r  the d i sm issa l  o f  certa in  
off ic ia l s  favoured by the o ld  reg ime. 
H e  was a lso cr it ic ized for a l l eged 
extravaga nce in  road expend iture. a 
f ie ld which i n  h i s  ten u re, as in that of 
prev ious  admin istrat ions, was sus ­
cepti b le  to much  improvement. Even 
before his a rrival in Dawson. B lack 
had stated that  pub l ic  offi c ia ls  wou l d  
be d i smissed on ly  on t h e  g rounds of 
incompeten ce or gross m isconduct. 
which inc l uded pol i t ica l  part isa nsh ip .  
The o ld  g rey eminence.  F .  T. Cong­
don.  had been busy seeking to u nder­
mine Black.  even as he had H enderson 
and M c l n nes before h i m .  The Van ­
couver Sun o f  2 4  December 1 9 1 2  
quoted Congdon as saying that many 
fa ithfu l and conscient ious off ic ia ls  in 
the Y u kon had been d ismissed by 
B lack on the bas is  of affidavits sworn 
out by a rra nt office seekers. In the 
case of a min ing inspector, T. D .  
M acfa r lane whose case apparently 
became a n  issue. B lack stated cate­
gorical ly that th is offic ia l  had been 
d ismissed by h im not only for noto­
r ious part isansh ip but  a lso for ineffi­
c iency. M a cfarlane had pleaded with 
both the commissioner and the mem­
ber, D r. Thompson. to be g iven a 



second cha nce, even to the po int  of 
tears. Th is  lachr imose entreaty earned 
o n ly the contempt of the commis­
s ioner, who was  quoted i n  the  News 
of 1 3  J a nuary 1 9 1 3 . 
When government officials participate 
in politics to the extent that many 
Yukon officials have in the past they 
court dismissal on a change of gov­
ernment. and when it comes, they 
should take their medicine like men, 
and not blubber about it as did T. D. 
and D. R. Macfarlane 24 

In a statement i n  the News on 24 
Februa ry 1 9 1 3 ,  B l a c k  systemat ica l ly 
dea l t  with a l l  charges made aga i nst 
his admin istrat ion .  There had been no 
extravaga nce i n  the l ett ing of road 
contracts nor had any a l i ens been 
appointed to government office. He 
raked u p  Li bera l patro n age and  
nepotism d u ring  thei r  long ten u re i n  
power, dat ing b a c k  in deed t o  the 
territory's very i nception .  C learly the 
inference was that the L ibera l s  i n  
opposit ion were not b e i n g  very 
consistent. 

B lack's term in office, extend i n g  
over near ly four years before he vo lun­
teered for  a rmy service, lacked the 
excitement. the confro ntation of issues 
of the pre- Henderson and part icu larly 
the pre- M c l n nes period By B l ack's 
t ime the Yukon's gr ieva nces had been 
la rgely corrected. There remained,  and 
was to rema in ,  the matter of h i g h  
fre ight rates and t h e  excessive cost of 
goods and machinery brought i nto the 
territory. B l ack never lost s ight  of the 
fact that m in i ng  was the l i nch-p in  of 
the economy ; when that went. every­
th ing  went. He he ld that a more thor­
ough prospect ing of the out ly ing d is­
tricts wou l d  pay r ich d iv idends .  In  the 
Dawson DailV News D iscovery Day 
ed it ion,  1 7  Aug ust 1 9 1  3 ,  the commis-

s ioner had an article on the economy 
of the Yukon .  A second a rt ic le ap­
pea red i n  the fo l lowing yea r's D is­
covery Day edit ion under the s ig nature 
of the commissio ner, in which he 
wrote of the futu re of the territory. 
Comparatively l i ttle of its vast area had 
been properly prospected : currently 
the three chief m in ing  d istricts were 
Klond ike, Mayo and Whitehorse ; i n  
the area o f  Whitehorse rich copper d e ­
posits h a d  been worked. C o a l  deposits 
were being worked at Tanta lus  on the 
Yukon R iver, surely a boon in  a terri­
tory in  which ready sta nds of t imber 
were becoming scarce. R ich g razing 
land was at hand i n  the southern Yu­
kon and agriculture had made a start 
i n  that reg ion .  He expressed confidence 
that a more thorough a nd systematic 
prospect ing of the out ly ing reg ions 
would produce a stri ke as r ich as that 
on the K londike of 20 years ag0 25 
B lack had fu l l  confidence i n  the br ight 
prospects of the territory. I nvestment 
should be encou raged . 

B lack was no dog in the manger. 
When a gold strike was d iscovered o n  
t h e  Shushana R iver across t h e  frontier 
i n  Alaska, B lack ordered the cutt ing of 
a tra i l  g iv ing access to the reg ion as 
fa r as the internati ona l  boundary ; the 
pack tra i l  was to be improved to the 
sta ndards  of a wagon road if traffic 
warranted it .  This measure would make 
Dawson a supply poi nt. to the benefit 
of its reta i lers and merchants. 

During  B lack's t ime i n  office, a new 
industry of promise opened in the 
southern Yukon.  Fox-farming was to 
enjoy a vogue in the far north as it d id  
at various times i n  d ivers parts of 
Canada,  inc lud ing Pri nce Edward 
Is land dur ing depress ion years. In the 
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summer of 1 9 1 4  Black toured the 
southern Yukon,  retu rn ing  to the capi­
tal enthus iastic over the new industry 
as well as the progress made in road 
construction and  the provis ion of fer­
ries across the Yukon. The Yukon 
counci l  saw f it  to pass a fox protec­
tion ord i na nce restricti ng the export of 
l ive foxes from the territory and pro­
v id ing  pena lties for poach ing upon 
fox farms. B l ack h i mself had invested 
in an enterprise known as Ho lwel l  Fur 
Fa rms before tak ing office as commis­
s ioner. When i t  transpired that the 
firm had been bandying his name i n  
their  advert is ing l iterature, B l a c k  a t  
once admon ished them that t h i s  was 
inadmiss ib le .  When it was found that 
the f i rm had been violat ing the fox ex­
port regu lat ion,  B lack ins isted that 
charges be la id ,  and in the sequel 
H olwe l l  lost its case and was fined. 
Whereupon Black at o nce resig ned 
from its d i rectorate and demanded a 
refu nd on h i s  hold ings 26 The Black 
admin istrat ion was efficient and free 
from sca nda l .  Charges such as those 
level led by Congdon fel l  wide of the 
mark.  

In 1 900 Dawson had been incorpo­
rated with its own munic ipa l  govern ­
ment. but the charter had been re­
l i nqu ished sometime in 1 904. M ixed 
senti ments were held on the merits of 
mun ic ipa l  government. which had 
been found very costly to the taxpayer. 
In the ear ly days federal offic ia ls had 
been immune to taxat ion ,  but in  De­
cember 1 909, they had been placed on 
the assessment rol ls as were the 



judges of the territor ia l  court .  I n h is  
first report B lack deplored the confu ­
s ion and l it igat ion over tax assess­
ment. In 1 9 1 0  J udge Dugas had com­
menced an  action i n  the territorial court 
attacking the assessment ord i nance. 
The case was tried before J udge C ra ig  
and J udge Macau lay ( both appel lants 
in the same action ) ,  who found in fa ­
vour of Dugas .  On 1 6  Apri l  1 9 1 2 , i n ­
deed, J udge Cra ig  commenced a n  
action agai nst t h e  commissioner o n  
t h i s  issue. T h e  i mbrog l io h a d  created 
an  unsettled s ituat ion in  which people 
felt encouraged to avoid payment of 
taxes. B lack announced his intention 
to appeal C ra ig 's decision in Dugas'  
case, and to encourage the i ntroduc­
t ion of such leg islat ion in  counc i l  as 
wou ld  end this anomalous s i tuat ion.  

I n  h is  report for 1 9 1 4- 1 5 ,  B lack was 
able to record the incorporation (or  
re - i ncorporat ion)  of  Dawson and a 
conso l idation of territor ia l  ord inances, 
effective 1 March 1 9 1 5 . The Dawson­
Whitehorse road had been im proved 
and a government assay office esta b­
l ished at Wh itehorse. A s igna l  service 
rendered the ratepayers of Dawson by 
the commissioner th is  same season 
( 1 9 1 4 -1 5 )  was his secur ing of much 
cheaper rates for ut i l it ies by hold ing  
off on the  letting of contracts. The 
result  had been a reduction of fu l ly 
one-th ird i n  monthly rates. By the 
fo l l owing year B lack could report a 
very considerab le  improvement in the 
Whitehorse- Dawson road, the esta b­
l ishment of a new hospita l at White­
horse and the appropriat ion of a sum 
of money by counci l  for the assi stance 
of prospectors in remote a reas .  

L ike h i s  predecessor, B lack de­
p lored the d rastic red uction in  the 
Royal North -West Mounted Pol ice, 
which had been brought about on 
Mc l n nes' recommendation i n  the in­
terests of economy and the law-abid i n g  
nature o f  t h e  territory. I n  h i s  report for 
1 9 1 2 - 1 3 ( h is first) , Black stated that 
the force was requ i red for many serv­
ices in  add ition to its prime function ,  
and that  he was gratified indeed to 
learn that the government intended to 
restore i t  to its former strength. 

The 1 9 1 3  sess ion of the Yukon 
Counc i l  secured the pass ing of an 
ord i nance conferring on Black the 
a uthority of mayor of Dawson ,  to­
gether with an ord inance provid ing for 
its governance. This same sess ion saw 
the fi rst legislat ion passed regu lat ing 
speed on h ighways in  the territory. 

On 1 8  August 1 9 1 5 , B lack addressed 
a hol iday throng in  M into Park, cele­
brat ing in  picn ic  style Discovery Day, 
the 1 9th anniversary of Carmack's 
strike on what had then been known 
as Rabb it Creek. B lack reca l led to h i s  
hearers the  great contrast between the  
present scene and that  of  nea rly two 
decades ago, when Dawson was but a 
trad ing post. forested, with a scattered 
and meagre populat ion of I nd ians .  The 
hardsh ips and the privations of the 
p ioneers of the comparatively recent 
past had made possible the comfort 
and security of the present. He con ­
cl uded h i s  address with a plea fo r 
wholesa le support of the war effort. 
and trusted that Dawson's next cele­
brat ion of D iscovery Day would see 
victory. It was about this t ime that the 
commiss ioner had the war very much 
on h is  m ind and was beg inn ing  to 
chafe at h is  continued passive role. 
Before long he was to answer the ca l l  
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that was becoming ever more i ns istent 
a s  the casualt ies mounted and no end 
to the strugg le  seemed i n  s ight .  

I n  the ear ly  fa l l  of 1 9 1 5 the B lacks 
announced their  intent ion of jour­
neying to the outside to spend the 
winter .  The commiss ioner wou l d  v is i t  
Ottawa and  ta l k  over the needs of the 
territory with the m i n i ster, a n d  they 
wou l d  v is i t  his wife's re latives in  C a l i ­
forn i a .  T h e  News pa id  s i ncere tr ibute 
to B lack's 3);, years in  office : he had 
hand led the admin istratio n  of the 
territory in  a business l i ke manner  and  
there was  no reason,  op ined  the 
ed itor, why he shou ld  not cont i nue in 
office for as long as the C onservatives 
reta i ned power i n  Ottawa . G eorge N .  
Wi l l i ams  would b e  a d m i n istrator i n  
h i s  absence and  G overnment House 
would be closed for the winter. The 
people of D awson, concluded the 
ed itor, wou l d  sore ly miss its hosp i ­
ta l ity th is  winter. A t  ha lf-past two on 
the afternoon of 8 O ctober 1 9 1 5  the 
Blacks l eft D awson aboard the White­
horse, which must have been one of 
the l ast boats of the seaso n .  

T h e  B lacks travel led as f a r  east a s  
Woodstock and R i ch ibucto, N ew 
B runswick, vis it i ng  the scenes of the 
commiss ioner's ch i ldhood.  Th is  had 
been their f i rst tr ip to the outside s ince 
h is  appo i ntment as commiss ioner 3 );, 
years earl ier .  They spent some time in 
Ottawa a n d  February fou n d  them i n  
southern C a l iforn ia ,  v is it ing M artha's 
parents i n  Los Angeles where she 
conducted a series of lectu res on 
beha lf  of the Red C ross, her subject 
being "The Northern O utpost of the 
B rit ish Emp i re ."  The U n ited States 
was to rema in  a neutra l for a n other 



year. but  a l ready American sentiment 
showed sympathy for the a l l ied cause .  
H ence the B lacks were warmly and  
hospitably received wherever they 
went. as spokesmen of a friend ly and 
wel l - known be l l ige rent  power. When 
B lack in  company with h is  b rothe r- i n ­
l a w  motored to San D i e g o  f o r  a d a y  to 
attend an exposit ion.  a local  paper 
described h im.  with more generosity 
tha n  accuracy. as "one of the foremost 
mer) of Canada .  having been a member 
of the Yukon Counc i l  before he was 
appointed to his present posit ion."27 
To the Ca l iforn ians  Black was con­
s idered a vice-regal f igure from a 
b leak northern wi lderness. which 
many of them confused with Alaska.  
Black went tuna f ish ing  and  remarked 
to a reporter that he rather p referred 
th is  activity in  subtrop ic  warmth to 
h u nt ing " moose and car ibou when it's 
below zero at the top of the world ."28 

George B lack. however. was to do 
neither for some time. By the spr ing 
of 1 9 1 6  M a rs ca l led too ins istently 
to be further den ied .  The commis­
s io ner. after the wa r had been going 
on for 1 Y, years. cou ld ho ld  back no 
longer .  I t  is n ot known when or where 
he made the decis ion to en l ist. but a 
report from the Vancouver-News­
Advertiser of 1 M a rch 1 9 1 6  stated 
that B lack  was then u ndergo ing  
tra i n ing  i n  Victor ia  and  was  to  be 
attached to the 1 04th Regiment. New 
Westminster Fus i l i e rs. with the p ro­
v is iona l  ra n k  of  l ieutenant  confi rmed 
from Ottawa a week l ater. H i s  p u rpose 
was to raise and  take command of a 
Yu kon cont ingent at an early date. 

Pred ictably M a rtha Black took this 
very much i n  her stride. as was to be 
expected i n  one of her sp i rit. confid ing 
i n  her d ia ry. 

Of course. there's nothing for me to 
do but to act as though I like it. It will 
be a wrench-to leave this lovelv place 
[presumably Dawson] . There's the 
dreadful anxiety about our future. too. 
What will this horrible war bring forth ? 
I dare not think of it. Yet why should I 
hesitate or try to keep him back ? 
Thousands. yes. millions. alreadv have 
suffered the horrors of this terrible war 
for over a vear 29 
I t  was very much the spir i t  of that ter­
r ib le  time. when no sacrif ice was too 
g reat in defence of k ing and empire ; 
Martha B lack had embraced her 
adopted cit izensh ip with a l l  the zeal of 
the convert. 

Meanwhi le her husband.  the com­
miss ioner. set about drumming up 
recruits for  h is u n it. The fo l l owing 
c i rcu l a r  letter put the matter b lu ntly. 

Men are required to complete Yukon 
Infantrv Company for O verseas Serv­
ice. You cannot fail to realize that it is 
the duty of every able bodied man in 
Canada. who is not supporting help­
less dependents. to offer his services 
to fight for the Empire in this great 
crisis. 

That Yukon has done well. that 
many of her men have gone. that 
Yukon women are doing their duty. 
does not relieve you. It is a matter of 
individual manhood Each must decide 
for himself whether or not he will plav 
the part of a man. 

We have remained at home in safety 
while others have been fighting our 
battles for over two years. although no 
more obligated to do so than you or I 
have been. TheV have. for us. in many 
cases. made the supreme sacrifice. 
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Thev are calling to you and to me for 
help.  Are we going to fail them. or will 
you come with us ?30 

The response was a l l  that the com­
missioner could have asked. Martha 
Black in  her memoirs reca l led an i n ­
cident from that time in  Dawson when 
her husband q uestioned a friend. a n  
Eng l ishman.  w h o  h a d  been cold­
shoulder ing him. On being chal lenged 
as to what was in  h is  craw. the Eng l i sh­
man repl ied.  " M atter with me I You've 
asked every damned man in  this town 
to en l ist but me ! "  To which Black re­
pl ied.  "And who in hel l  got us into 
th is  war ? Wasn't it the Engl ish ? You 
ought to know enough to en l i st ."31 
Whereupon.  concluded M a rtha B l ack. 
her husband ga i ned a gr inn ing recru it 
and the estrangement was resolved. 

On his return from Ottawa to Daw­
son in  Apri l .  1 9 1 6 . B lack was stricken 
at Winn ipeg with an attack of appen­
d icit is .  but  conti nued on h is  jou rney 
after a few days to undergo surgery 
for the removal of the troub lesome 
vest ig ia l  appendage in Vancouver. He 
a rrived in Dawson aboard the Casca 
on the even ing of 8 J u ne.  resplendent 
in a new un iform. The newly recruited 
Yukon Company marched down to 
the wharf beh ind a brass band to 
g rellt h im .  The commissioner was wa n 
and  shaky from the effects of h is  op­
erat ion.  but turned out in  ful l  u n iform. 
ca l l i ng  for the en l i stment of ma rried 
men .  



By the fi rst week of Ju ly  B l ack was 
confined to bed, having suffered a re­
lapse through over-exert ion .  From h is  
bed he continued to  ca l l  for  recru its .  
By D iscovery Day, 1 8  August 1 9 1 6 , 
B l ack was on h i s  feet aga in  hammer­
ing away at the same theme. O bserv­
ing the hol iday crowd in M i nto Park 
as he rose to address them, he ob­
served somewhat caustica l ly  that it 
conta ined a h igher proport ion of 
young and fit men than would be 
found in  a s im i l ar gathering elsewhere 
in  Canada.  Why 7 O bviously because 
other reg ions had responded to the 
ca l l  of duty more wholehea rted ly than 
the Yu kon . On ly  the m i ners, he sa id ,  
were essent ia l  to the territory ; a l l  other 
activity was secondary,  a nd those of 
m i l itary age engaged there i n  shou ld 
down tools and  en l ist. 

The Yukon, in common with the rest 
of the country, had caught the pro h i ­
bit ion fever. H ad n o t  H i s  M ajesty b a n ­
ned wine and spir its from t h e  pa l ace 
for the du ration 7 The Yukon counci l 
accord ingly i ntrod uced prohib it ion 
legis lat ion.  Questioned on the issue, 
B lack took a moderate posit ion : he  
thought the  use  of  a lcoho l  i n  the  terri­
tory less harmful than in  other parts of 
the country, but its use cou ld  do no 
good. He perso n a l l y  favoured the use 
of alcohol o n ly for med ic ina l  pu rposes, 
and in any case in  fruga l  moderat ion . 
On the constitut iona l  aspects of the 
issue, he poi nted out that the com­
missioner i n  counc i l  had the power to 
regulate the sale of i ntoxicants i n  the 
territory, but on ly the federal govern ­
ment could pro h ib i t  their  i mport. But  if 

the territory wanted proh ib it ion they 
could have it. Whereupon counc i l  de­
c ided on a pleb iscite. I n  the meantime, 
a n  ord inance was passed (29 J u ne) 
shorten ing  the hours for l i censed prem­
ises. On 1 5  J u l y  1 9 1 6  al l  saloons in 
the territory were closed (the saloons 
bei ng  barrooms pure and s imple) ,  but 
hotels were a l lowed to conti n ue in  
the  bus i ness. The territory was drying  
out. I n  the  sequel .  the  p lebisc ite, he ld  
1 September, ended i n  pract ica l ly a 
dead heat with 874 votes for the 
"wets" and 87 1 for the "drys." This 
was not good enough,  declared B lack ; 
an admin istration must have a decided 
mandate before imposing so drastic 
a measure. There the matter stood fo r 
the moment : the Yukon went dry with 
the rest of Canada the fo l lowing yea r 
(with the exception of Quebec, which 
d id  not take the purita n ica l  p lunge 
unt i I 1 9 1 9 ) .  The commiss ioner ob­
served that he had known, as had 
most. that opin ion on the issue in  the 
territory was very evenly d ivided, and 
that  he had done r ight to put  the issue 
to the electorate rather than to petit ion 
the federal govern ment as some had 
counseled.  

B l ack's t ime in Dawso n was fast 
run n ing out. On Saturday, 7 October, 
government off ic ia ls and  employees 
presented the commissioner with a n  
i l l um inated address and a $500 purse.  
O n  Monday, 9 October 1 9 1 6 , the Yu­
kon cont ingent marched from the 
court house to the docks with the 
commissioner at their head. The dock 
was b lack with people,  and despite a n  
i nclement d rizzle, sp ir its were h igh .  
As the  Casca pul led away from the 
dock o n  the first stage of the jou rney 
to F landers Fields, a cornet soloist 
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struck  up the rous ing refra i n  that has 
su rv ived two wars, " I t 's A Long Way 
to Tipperary ."  There must have been 
few d ry eyes that day : for many th is  
was to be the i r  last s ight of the K lon­
d i ke. George N orris Wi l l iams, a m ine r  
from the  ea r ly  days who had had sev­
eral years '  exper ience o n  the counc i l .  
was appoi nted admin i strator with the 
fu l l  authority of  a commiss ioner. B lack 
was to be o n  leave of a bsence whi le 
serv ing i n  the a rmy, but o n  ha l f  pay 
($3,000 per a n n u m )  and  without the 
l iv ing  a l l owa nce. 

Black proceeded overseas, i n  com­
mand of the Yukon I n fa ntry Company 
with the ran k  of capta i n , i n  J a nuary 
1 9 1 7 . By 2 Apri l  1 9 1 8, B lack cabled 
that he  had a rrived i n  F ra nce i n  com­
mand of the 1 7th Canad ian  M ach ine 
Gun Company - in  the m idst of the 
great German offen s ive. The company 
had been i m patient for act ion a nd was 
n ot to be d isappointed . O n  1 6  Aug ust 
the Dawson Daily News reported that 
Black had been wo u nded in the th igh 
and  was i n  hospital at Abbevi l l e ; the 
wound ,  however, was not ser ious.  
About the same t ime, B l ack teleg raphed 
h i s  wife that he was be ing sent back 
to Eng land  with a " b l i g hty," and  wou l d  
be h ospita l ized i n  London.  

I n  the meant ime M a rtha B lack had 
been far from id le .  She engaged i n  a 
stre n uous  programme of lectu res o n  
behalf  of t h e  Y M CA. tour ing hostels 
and m i l itary h ospitals .  Her i l l ustrated 
ta lks ( l antern sl ides) on the fa r-off 
Yukon m ust have d iverted many a 
wounded veteran convalescing from 
the horror a n d  the mud of F la nders .  

B lack d id not get back to the front. 
Wh i le  he  was based at Seaford , the 
Adm i ra l ty a rranged a v is i t  to the fleet 
at  Scapa F low. B lack travel led by ra i l  
north from London to Thurso i n  C a ith-



ness ; from there he went by tender 
to the Orkneys where he was taken 
aboard the batt lesh ip Royal Sovereign. 
B lack  was very hospitably treated and 
fou n d  the officers to be q u ite i nterested 
in the Yukon ; no doubt some of them 
remembered the famous K lond i ke 
go ld - rush of 20 years before. O n  a 
ru mour  that the German h igh  seas 
f leet had put  to sea for one last battle. 
the fleet left its a n chorage i n  a bid to 
i ntercept its e l us ive foe. The rumour  
prov ing  fa l se. however. they put  i nto 
the F i rth of Forth where B lack  left h i s  
hosts and  returned to  London .  

I n the  meantime developments were 
tak ing place in the Y u ko n  which 
boded i l l  for the future. A government 
bent on economy and retrenchment. 
with the end of the wa r i n  s ight. took 
a long second look at the territory. 
The fi rst tremor of the a pp roach ing  
q u a ke was  reported i n  the  Dawson 
Daily News on 2 3  M a rch 1 9 1 8 :  b leak 
head l i nes a n n o un ced that the Yukon 
estimates had been cut by n o  l ess than 
40 per cent ! Worse was to fo l l ow 
shortly. By order  i n  cou nc i l  d ated 2 8  
M a rch 1 9 1 8. t h e  offices of commis­
s ioner and of admin istrator of the 
Yukon Territory were a l i ke abo l ished. 
the duties to devolve upon the gold 
commissioner at a sa la ry of $5.000 
per a n n u m  with l iv ing a l l owa n ce of 
$1 . 500 - an obvious saving .32  The 
fol lowing year. however. the gold 
commiss io ner's a l lowance was i n ­
creased t o  $3.000 p e r  a n n um.  A 
dec l i ne  in reven ue from the territory 
and fa l l i ng  popu lat ion were the rea ­
sons cited for these d raco n i a n  mea­
su res. The admin istrator. G.  N .  

Wi l l iams. was stra ightaway i nformed 
that h i s  services had been d ispensed 
with. as was the d i rector of su rveys 
and the assistant go ld commissioner 
in  Whitehorse. Then on 4 M ay 1 9 1 8  
the sol ic itor genera l .  Arth u r  Meighen.  
telegraphed the gold commissioner. 
now the territory's chief executive. 
that the govern ment intended to 
abol ish  the counc i l  i n  favour of a 
s impler and more economica l  form of 
govern ment. But the fol lowing J a n ­
uary. retu rn ing from Ottawa. the gold 
commissioner brought back the 
welcome news that the government 
had had second thoughts on th is  
score and that  the counc i l  wou l d  be 
reduced to th ree members. Th is .  con ­
tended the gold commissioner at­
tempt ing to put a bright face on it. was 
better representation for the reduced 
electorate than that obta ined u nder 
the f i rst wholly elective cou nc i l  in 
1 908. These changes took effect in 
the spr ing of 1 9 1 9 . by means of an 
Act to amend the Yukon ACt.33 The 
franch ise was extended to women in  
territor ia l  elections (a  group  of  Yukon 
suffragettes had waited on Black 
shortly before he had left for over­
seas ) .  and the indemnity for cou n ­
c i l lors was reduced from $600 t o  $400 
per sess ion .34 The admin istration of 
the territory was n ow set for the leaner 
post-war years. 

Martha B lack kept busy into the f lu ­
r idden year  of  1 9 1 9  i n  London. ad­
m in i stering the  Yukon C omfort Fund .  
I n  a letter pub l ished i n  the  Dawson 
Daily News on New Year's Day. she 
mentioned a three-week lecture tour 
through South Wales i n  aid of the 
YMCA. She foresaw agitation and u n ­
rest o n  demobi l ization. n o  doubt on 
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the basis of the r ioting which had a l ­
ready d istu rbed t h e  ca l m  o f  such 
Eng l i sh towns as Sal isbury. Her hus­
band was to be d i rectly involved in  the 
legal  aftermath of one of these d is ­
turbances. Capta in B lack defended 
before a court mart ia l  several sold iers 
from B rit ish Co lumbia charged with 
mut inous breaches of m i l itary d isci­
p l i ne  at Kimmel Camp. He considered 
the sentences handed down by the 
court mart ia l .  one of which was for ten 
years' penal  servitude and no fewer 
than five others for five years. to be 
overly severe. He d isembarked at Ha l i ­
fax from the  C u narder Caronia on 2 
J u ly  1 9 1 9 . and after a brief stopover 
in Ottawa. arr ived in Vancouver on 
the morn ing  of 29 J u ly. B lack told the 
press that the sentences were much 
too severe. that the d isturba nces were 
due to dru n kenness rather than muti ny. 
and that he in tended to make repre­
sentations to the fed era I government 
on the men's beha lf. In August on a 
vis it  to Dawson he denounced the 
whole proced u re of m i l itary courts 
mart ia l .  consider ing them harsh and 
arb itrary tri buna ls  which shou ld never 
be resorted to whenever the regu la r  
courts of  the  l and were avai lab le .  This 
was perhaps a n  extreme point of view. 
but it shou ld be remembered that 
B l ack was essentia l ly a civi l i an  as was 
the g reat major ity of the men u nder 
a rms at that time. 

B lack was as good as h is  word . He 
made strong representat ions to both 
the pr ime m in i ster and the min ister of 
j ustice. In the end all 21 sentences 



were d rastica l ly reduced by legal  re­
view, and with but two exceptions, a l l  
t h e  m e n  were re leased from custody 
by 1 J anuary 1 9 20 35 

B l ack's post-war pol i t ica l  career, a 
remarkable o ne,  may be dealt  with 
briefly s ince i t  does not relate to the 
defu nct office of the Yukon commis­
s ionersh ip .  Pred ictably B lack returned 
to pol itics and was f i rst elected to the 
Yukon seat. defeat ing the form idab le 
F .  T. Congdon o n  6 December 1 9 2 1 . 
Not so many years before, Congdon 
had written B l ack off as a pol it ica l 
cipher who wou l d  be useless i n  the 
H ouse to represent Yukon.  In the 
seq ue l .  noth ing  cou ld have been 
further from the truth. Black sat for the 
Yukon cont inua l ly  from 1 9 2 1  u nt i l  
1 935 ,  when i l l  hea lth induced by h is 
war wound forced h is  retirement. 
Fu l ly two-th i rds  of h is par l i amentary 
career was spent. therefore, whi le  h i s  
own pa rty was in  opposit ion,  and  yet 
as long as B l ack ran ,  the Yukon seat 
was cons idered safe in the Conserva ­
tive in terest. For some years B l ack was 
Spea ker of the H o use. He once en­
raged R .  B .  Ben nett by ru l ing  h i m  out 
of order, and this when Bennett was 
prime min ister. Ben nett never forgave 
h im.  On Black's ret i rement from the 
H ouse, a lbe it  tempora ri ly, i n  1 93 5  in 
order to undergo a n  operation for a 
suspected bra i n  tumor, Ben nett's 
valed ictory was restra ined.  " H e  is  a 
f ine type of cit izen  and  brought to h is  
h igh position both d ign ity and ab i l ­
i ty."36 B lack was ful ly aware of  Ben­
nett's hosti l ity. When i n  1 949, on h is  

f ina l  retirement from pol it ics he was 
appointed to the Privy Counc i l  for l ife 
by Pr ime M in i ster Louis St. Laurent. 
a n  honour trad it iona l ly conferred on 
ret ir ing spea kers, B lack commented : 
R. B. Bennett didn' t  do it for me. He 
would not have had me Speaker had it 
not been for the insistence of his 
Cabinet, who, to a man, were personal 
friends of mine ; then when I had the 
position I refused to let him boss me 
and we were never on friendlv terms. 37 

B lack made a name for h imself as a 
rugged i nd iv idual ist. Once i n  1 9 3 2  he 
was the ta lk  of the cap ital fo r having 
shot s ix rabb its with a .22 p istol on 
Par l i ament H i l l .  having spotted them 
from h is apartment window. 

With her husband's withdrawal from 
the pol i t ica l  arena due to i l l  health, 
Martha herself ra n for the Yukon seat 
in  the 1 9 3 5  election and carr ied it . 
She became the second woma n,  after 
Agnes McPha i l ,  to sit in  the H ouse of 
Commons. On pass ing through Win­
n i peg to  take  her  seat in  the  House, 
Martha B lack spoke her forth r ight 
ph i losophy. 
If you can see the joke on vourself and 
not take vourself too seriouslv and 
don' t  expect too much from the world, 
you get along pretty well. Live each 
day as it comes and thank the Lord it 
is not any worse. Why. the best anyone 
can do is to do their best each day so 
as to have no deathbed confessions 38 

Not bad advice for a neophyte mem­
ber,  ta k ing  her p lace i n  the H ouse for 
the f i rst t ime.  Martha Black served 
one term, ret ir ing in the 1 940 e lection 
to make way for her husband, who 
returned to the fray to win the Yukon 
seat once more i n  h i s  sixty- n i nth year, 
and  this du ring M ackenzie K ing's long 
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ten u re in office. B lack fe l l  foul  of th is  
prem ier too,  attack ing K ing  for h i s  d i s ­
missa l  of R a lston d u ri ng  the heated 
conscript ion d ebate in 1 945 .  K ing  was 
reported to have gone wh i te with a n ­
ger, b u t  t h e  o ld  Yukoner h a d  t h e  better 
of the exchan ge. B lack d i d  not contest 
the seat in 1 949 ; he a n nounced h i s  
ret i rement from pol i t ics .  I n  Aug ust. 
1 9 5 1 ,  he was appointed a member of 
the K ing 's  Privy Counc i l  for Canada .  
At th i s  t ime B lack had retu rned to  h is  
D awson law practi ce, where he had 
started over a ha lf-century before. In  
the 1 95 3  e lection the veteran member 
and  somet ime Yukon commiss ioner 
retu rned to the fray, but  th is  t ime was 
d efeated by J .  Aubrey S i mmons,  who 
had sat for Yukon s ince 1 949 i n  the 
L ibera l  interest. This was B lack 's  f ina l  
ad ieu  to pol i t ica l  l i fe. 

M a rtha had been honoured by the 
king i n  1 946 with the O B E. She d ied in 
1 9 5 7  in  Whitehorse, not so far from 
her wel l - beloved Dawson .  B lack h i m ­
self l ived o n  u n t i l  1 9 65 ,  when death 
overtook him o n  23 September in  Van­
couver i n  h i s  n i nety-fourth year .  He 
had served the Yukon wel l  for nea rly 
half a century, first o n  the Yukon cou n ­
c i l .  then as commiss ioner, and  f ina l ly 
for many years as the Yukon's member 
i n  the H ouse of Commons .  B oth he 
and h is  wife were true Yu koners, hav­
ing mu shed over the C h i l koot o n  the 
tra i l  of '98 .  



Epilogue 

The constitutiona l  changes and eco­
nomic cutbacks of 1 9 1 8 - 1 9 d id  not 
mean the end of the Yukon - indeed 
far from it  - but for Dawson this period 
ma rks the end of a n  era.  The future 
was to belong to Whitehorse, though 
Dawson l i ngered on as the titu l a r  
capital reduced to  the  d i mensions of 
a v i l lage, 

The post- 1 9 1 8 period is ,  therefore, 
treated briefly and in general terms i n  
t h i s  study. I t  i s  n o t  impl ied that the 
men who served the territory as ch ief 
executives, under va r ious tit les, a re u n ­
worthy o f  closer attent ion.  A l l  were 
capable and dedicated offic ia ls  to o u r  
knowledge. R ather, for t h e  s a k e  of 
cohesion and symmetry, the deta i led 
account shou ld end at th is  point .  

U nt i l 1 9 32 the gold commiss ioner 
remai ned the territory's ch ief exec­
utive, respons ible to the m i n ister of the 
I nterior. Many of h i s  funct ions were 
served without reference to the m in­
ister - ca l l i ng  and d issolv ing the  coun ­
c i l .  school appoi ntments, lett ing of 
contracts for road work, adm in istration 
of the l iquor  ord inances. By 1 9 28 the 
gold commiss ioner's sa la ry, effective 
1 Apri l .  was ra ised to $7 , 1 40 per an­
num .  Then by order i n  counc i l  dated 
30 June  1 9 32 ,  the powers and d uties 
of the gold commissioner were tra ns­
ferred to the comptro l ler at  a sa l ary of 
$2,820 per annum and $1 , 500 a l low­
ances. The office of go ld commiss ioner 
per se was abo l ished on 20 February 
1 9 34. 

A considerable reorgan izatio n  of the 
federal government took place in 
1 9 36,  with the disband ing  of old 
depa rtments and the const itut ing  of 
new ones, By order i n  counc i l . '  con­
firmed 3 December, the office of 
comptro l ler  was redes ignated con­
tro l ler. to serve as ch ief executive of 
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the territory at an increased sa lary of 
$4,620 per a n n u m  with $2,000 per 
a n n u m  expen ses. From th is  yea r  the 
Yukon passed under the authority of 
the new Department of M i nes and 
Resources. The department was re­
named Resou rces and Development 
i n  1 9 51 , to which the Yukon's ch ief 
executive was sti l l  responsib le .  The 
office of commissioner was revived in 
1 947 ;2 J, E .  G i bben's appoi ntment 
effective 1 3  J u ly 1 948 conferred on 
h im the revived t it le of commis­
s ioner .  In  1 9 5 2  the Yukon counc i l ,  or  
the " Legis l ative Counci l"  as it was 
then known, was increased from 
three to five elected members, with the 
funct ions of the commissioner 
unchanged,  

For Dawson ,  the most northerly 
capital i n  the B rit ish commonwea lth, 
the sands of t ime were runn ing out. 
Whitehorse had long su rpassed i t  as a 
commun ications h u b  and the centre 
of an active copper min ing region with 
a popu lat ion much larger than that of 
Dawson .  The last sess ion of the 
Yukon counc i l  was held in Dawson 
in the autumn of 1 9 52 ; the fol lowing 
spring the territor ia l  capital was 
tra nsferred to Whitehorse. S i nce 1 9 54 
the admin istration of the Yukon has 
fa l len to yet a nother of the con­
t inuou sly re-organ ized and re-named 
federal depa rtments, Northern Affa i rs 
and Nat iona l  Resources, latterly again 
reconstituted as I nd ian Affa i rs and 
Northern Development. 

In a n  un intentiona l  note of ant i ­
c l imax, the fate of that once proud 
and su mptuous res idence, G overn ­
ment Hou se, must be recorded. It wi l l  



be recal led that it was closed in 1 9 1 6  
on B lack's departure overseas. The 
office then be ing abol ished. the res­
idence rema ined boa rded up. as 
forlo rn as a fun fa i r  in the off- season. 
I ts elegant inter ior n o  longer accorded 
with the reduced c i rcu mstances of the 
territory. A practical use was to be found 
for i t .  however. and  one with which 
people were u n l i kely to q u i bble.  I n  
January. 1 9 50. St. Mary's Hospita l .  
dat ing from go ld- rush days. burned to 
the ground.  The S i sters of St. An ne. 
cast ing about fo r a lternative accom­
modation. took a 2 1  -year lease o n  the 
commissioner's residence3 for use as 
a home for the aged. Extensive work 
was requ i red to put the long u n ­
occupied res idence in  ha bitable state. 
but the s isters hoped to move in that 
summer. The ground floor accom­
modated the in mates. the secon d  
storey the s isters. and  the th i rd served 
as a nu rses' res idence. A year later. i n  
November 1 9 5 1 . the  Yukon counc i l  
subm itted a resolut ion to the m i n ister 
of resources and development re ­
questing federal support for the re­
acqu isit ion of the property. The 
proposal was that the federa l govern ­
ment match the $35 .000 put up by the 
territorial government to be pa id the 

S isters of St. Anne for their surrender 
of the lease.  Apparently this proposal 
had not met with the m in i ster's ap­
proval s i nce the memoria l  submitted 
by the counci l  speaks of " recon­
s iderat ion." Counc i l  wished the 
territor ia l  government itself to secure 
the res idence and operate it them­
selves as a n  aged persons' home. 

The counci l .  however. was thwarted 
in  its purpose. for in 1 9 5 5  the s isters 
of St. Anne bought the property out­
r ight. I t  is  a fa i r  surmise that Ottawa 
ba lked at matching the local author­
it ies' offer. a nd so the s isters hung on 
to the property. I n  a ny case. the one­
t ime G overnment H ouse rema ined in  
the  hands of the  order. presumably as 
a home for the aged.  unt i  I 1 96 3  when 
the property reverted to the commis­
s ioner of the territory :4 the good 
s isters vacated the res idence o n  St. 
Patrick's Day. 1 964. 

One does not l i ke to assume that 
th is  is  the end of the story of Dawson. 
a commun ity which once was a 
household word throughout the world 
i n  those brief frenetic summers when 
adventurers from the four corn'ers of 
the earth flocked by the thousa nds to 
E ldorado j ust below the Arctic C i rc le .  
But  here th is report must leave i t .  for 
the vital part of its theme. the story of 
the commissioners who admin istered 
th is  burgeon ing territory from the most 
northerly capital i n  the B rit ish emp i re. 
has been told.  
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Appendix 

Commissioners and Chief Executives 
of the Yukon 

Major  J .  M .  Walsh.  1 89 7 - 9 8  
Wi l l i am O g i lv ie .  1 89 8 - 1 901 
J a mes H a m i lton R oss. 1 901 -02 
Freder ick Ten nyson Congdon.  1 903 -04 
Wi l l i am Wal lace B u rn s  M c l n nes. 
1 905-06 
Alexa nder Henderson.  1 907 - 1 1 
George B lack.  1 9 1 2 - 1 6 
G eorge N .  Wi l l iams.  1 9 1 6 - 1 8 
George P. M a c Kenzie.  1 9 1 8 - 2 4  
Percy R e i d .  1 92 4 - 2 7  
George A.  Jecke l l .  1 9 28 
George I .  M a c Lean .  1 9 2 9 - 3 2  
George A.  Jecke l l .  1 9 32 -46 
John E .  G i bben.  1 94 6 - 50 
A. H .  G i bson. 1 9 50 - 5 1  
F red .  Fraser. 1 9 5 1 - 5 2  
W .  G .  B rown. 1 9 5 2 - 5 5  
F .  H .  Co l l i ns .  1 9 5 5 - 6 2  
G .  R .  C ameron. 1 96 5 - 6 6  
J ames S m ith. 1 9 6 6 -
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