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I. INTRODUCTION

This report was written under contract to the Territorial Government through

the Yukon Archives. The terms of reference included spending three months
compiling a summary of what has been written about Yukon Indian history and
land use up until the early decades of this century. Sources used include

over a hundred books, papers, documents, theses and reports which are

now available in the Yukon Archives. It was agreed that this report would

be made freely available in the Archives to any groups or individuals interested

in reading it.

Any value of this report will be for people interested in general outlines of
Yukon Indian history as it has been recorded in scattered documents, The
information in written accounts is often fragmentary and ambiguous, and while
such accounts suggest important questions for research, they seldom provide
conclusive answers. Hopefully the report may provide a starting point for
development of oral histories in the villages. Such local histories may go

far beyond information recorded by travellers in the nineteenth and early

twentieth centuries, and by anthropologists more recently.






This paper starts with the assumption that Indian people used the land éxtensively
in the Yukon. It attempts to document this by looking at'where early camps

and trails were recorded, and by looking at seasonal cycles of movement, native
trade networks, economic activities and so on. The report concentrates on

land use rather than on concepts of land ownership for several reasons. In the
first place there is very little documentation of aboriginal concepts of land
ownership in the Yukon and much of what has been written is not very reliable.
Secondly, any attempt to describe concepts of ownership would have to revolve
around detailed descriptions of kinship - moieties, clans, descent, and areas
to which specific descent groups expressed ' rights of use'. It is an extremely
complicated system which goes far beyond land use. * Thirdly, it is unlikely
that anyone living today really understands aboriginal concepts of land‘ owner -
ship, so greatly did the fur trade modify patterns of land use after the 1850's,
The earliest written accounts take us back only as far as the 1850's and
indications are that considerable readjustments of population were occurring

at that time.

The sources used here have a number of obvious limitations but they are
useful once these limitations are recognized. First, they were all written

by *strangers’ - Europeans who at best recorded information as exactly

as they could from Indian people, and at worst made their own judgements

on the basis of very limited information. Early Europeans visited for a number
of reasons and wrote for @ number of purposes. Seldom were the Native people
their main concern. Most of them followed waterways instead of overland
routes, visited only in summer, and often speculated when they lacked facts.

Consequently the reliability and completeness of some accounts is questionable.

Dr. Catharine McClellan's forthcoming book, My Old People Say,discusses this
for the southwest Yukon. (Bulletin, National Museum of Canada, in press).







Certain judgements about the accuracy of these accounts have been made in

this report. Reports by early fur traders are often second hand but 'in. some
cases they provide the best information available. Traders generally stayed

in the area for some years. They had a valid interest in knowing exactly

where Indian peoble were, where they were trading, and where the best

trapping grounds were. Since their reports were seldom intended for publication,

there 1s less tendency to exaggerate than in some other accounts.

Reports from military expeditions made by the United States government

took sbecial care to locate settlements as accurately as possible, since
their main objective was to pinpoint potentially *hostile' Native groups (see
Schwatka, Allen). Other reports came from employees of the Western
Telegraph Company, Dall and Whymper, during an abortive attempt to build a
cable via Siberia; only information about people trading to Fort Yukon 1s used
from their reports because they never tmvelled upriver from there, The surveyor
Willlam Ogilvie, on a trip to locate the international boundary, and the
geologist George Dawson, who went down river as far as Fort Selkirk, both
gave brief but careful early accounts. Northwest Mounted Police patrol
reports and Anglican church mission reports provide useful information about

who was where, though for a later period than the other reports cited.

Anthropologists such as McClellan, Osgood, Slobodin, Balikci, Tanner and
Honigmann were primarily concerned with reconstruction of the period before
1900. Sometimes they focused on native trade, a particularly important aspect
of the way land was used in the period from 1850-1890's, However, in many

cases thelr work was done so long after white contact that certain questions






about aboriginal land use are still unanswered_.":

The annotated bibhography (Appendlx II) gives a brief description of sources

used, These sources, then, give onlLaJ)artial picture and should be read

as such,

In a three month period, a limited amount can be accomplished. There are
undoubtedly reports which have been overlooked because they are not yet
available in the Archives. At least two doctoral dissertatibns and a major book
in anthropology, all based on the Yukon, are scheduled to appear in the next
few years. These may contain answers to some of the questions raised in this

report,

The following chapters attempt to summarize some of the evidence which
geography, biology, archeology, history and ethnography could contribute

to a comprehensive study of historical land use :

Section II summarizes geography and resources; Section III, Yukon prehistory;
and Section IV, history of the fur trade. All these provide part of a context in
which 'land use' must be discussed. Materials dealing with recorded history
and ethnography as they relate to land use comprise the largest chapter, Section
V. Section VI summarizes some of the changes since 1900. Section VII gives
a summary and suggestions for further research. Appendix I summarizes briefly

the origins of present day villages, and Appendix II is an annotated bibliography.






II. THE IAND AND THE RESOURCES

Geography and Geographical Divisions :

The dominant geographical feature of the Yukon Territory is the river

which gives it its name. According to Hudson's Bay Company records,

when the trader Bell exploréd the Porcupine to its mouth in 1846, he

was told by Native people that the great river into which it flowed was known
as the Yukonna or Youcan (Murray, 1910, p. 2). Most of the Territory is
drained by this river. In summer, when salmon were an important part of the
diet, the Yukon a.nd its tributaries outlined the map of human habitation in

the central interior.

There are a number of other major rivers in the Yukon Territory. The Alsek,
rising in the southwest Yukon, cuts through the steep St. Elias chain of
mountains to the Pacific. Up this river and its tributaries come the only

sockeye salmon which reach the Territory.

The southeast corner of the Territory is drained by the Liard which flows
north to the Mackenzie and ultimately to the Arctic Ocean. In the northeast,
the Blackstone, Hart, Wind, Bonnet Plume and Snake merge in the Peel and also

>fl_ow north to the Mackenzie.

Four general 'areas' in the Territory can be distinguished for purposes of this
paper, defined partly by geography and resources and partly by cultural
considerations. These rather arbitrary divisions will be used throughout the

paper to give some geographical unity to topics discussed (see Map #1 ).
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A. At the foot of the St. Ellas Range lies a lake district stretching from
northwest to southeast : Kluane, Dezadeash, Ai_shlhik, Kloo, Kusawa,
Laberge, Bennett, Tagish, Atlin and Tesl!n. All these lakes flow to the
Yukon River except the Dezadeash and Aishihik which are drained by the Alsek

system to the Pacific.

B. The Yukon River, including the lower reaches of rivers flowing into it
comprises another 'region' - the Big Salmon, the lower Pelly, the White,

the lower Stewart, the Klondike and the Fortymile.

C. The Fastern lakes and rivers - separated here for cultural rather than
geographical reasons -~ include the Liard drainage, Frances Lake, the Pelly
lakes and the upper reaches of the Pelly, the Ross, the Macmillan and the

Stewart.

D. The Porcupine and Peel River system is separated from the Yukon River
by the Ogilvie mountains and from the Arctic littoral by the Richardson
mountains., The Porcupine River flows southwest into the Yukon; the Peel

and its tributaries drain northeast to the Mackenzie.

In addition to geographical distinctions within the Yukon, any discussion of
land use must contrast the Yukon interior as a whole with the environment of

the Paclific coast.

Separating coast from interior is the St. Elias range, including the highest
mountain in Canada. The Pacific coast rain forest with its lush growth, its

salmonr~rich rivers and its varieties of marine life presents a marked contrast



with the dry subarctic interior, its boreal forest, its fur animals and its extreme
winters, The contrasting environment and resources gave rise to different
technologies, different settlement patterns and especially to important trade
between coast and interior. This trade was an essential component of'pf-e-

historic and historic land use in the southern Yukon.

Resources :

In the interlor, the environment was not considered land to be exploited, but
rather a community which inter~related people, animals, animate and {inanimate

objects mutually shared,

The environment imposed certain basic limitations on the material culture of
the people. Survival in an unpredictable and sometimes hostile climate
required great ingenuity and adaptability : all the available resources had
to be used. Stone, wood, bone and skins were converted into tools and

clothing. Animals, fish, birds and edible wild plants provided the food.

In a soclety where people meet thelr subsistence needs by hunting, fishing
and gathering, the ways in which land is used depends largely on the animals
and fish avallable in a given area. Consequently this section deals at some

length with these resources.

A brief inventory of the main animals, fish and birds in the Yukon would
include the following., Moose and carlbou were hunted for food and for

their hides as were less important land animals such as rabbit, ‘mountain sheep
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bear and porcubine. Beaver was a source of food before the fur trade made
it a 'fur' animal. Mink, marten, muskrat, lynx, fox, wolf and wolverine
provided furs. Varleties of salmon, trout, grayling, pike, herring, whitefish
and some arctic char and inconnu inhabited the various lakes and rivers
draining the Territory. Ptarmigan and northerly migrating ducks and geese
provided additional food.

These food resources were localized in specific areas, and they were
subject to cyclical fluctuations. Because there 1s evidence that there

were major shifts in animal populations, a look at habits, habitat, and
changes in habitat of the most important of these animals suggests that
hunting methods and use of land may have changed considerably at different

times over the years,

Moose and Caribou :

There is considerable evidence that moose and caribou habitats have

shifted within the last one hundred and {fifty years. Biologists are still

not sure of the reasons for their disappearance and reappearance and very
little has been written about historical movements of these animals.

Such shifts must have had a major impact on human ecological adjustment of

people living in this area.

Two major kinds of caribou have been in the Yukon in his~tor1c times - 'Stone'

caribou and ‘Osborn’ caribou. Stone caribou are the only ones to form large herds.
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Tanner elaborated in 1965 :

The two main herds in the Yukon are the *Peel River herd®
which is found in the area of the headwaters of the Peel

and Porcupine Rivers,and the 'Dawson herd®, which is

located between the Yukon and Tanana Rivers, The former
herd have complex and irregular migration routes while the
latter tend to move south in the late autumn. Prior to the
goldrush the Dawson herd was seen regularly around Whitehorse
and further south. As this herd was reduced in size by hunters
its migrations became less widespread. This herd was most
recently seen in the Whitehorse area in 1924 and again in
1932, In 1936 it crossed the frozen Yukon River at Carmacks
and reached Kluane Lake. In 1944 a large winter herd was
seen at the confluence of the White and Yukon Rivers,
According to one observer it -formed a block 1 1/2 miles long
by 1 1/4 miles wide. " (Tanner, 1966, p.50) *

On the other hand, Murle noted that the caribou sometimes reported in the

Liard River, Pelly River, Ross River and Macmillan River areas were Osborn

caribou from the Cassiar region of British Columbia (Murie, 1935, p. 82=83).

These carlbou do not travel in such large herds as stone caribou.

Caribou and moose have very different habits and these habits must be taken

into account by hunters :

Caribou are herd animals, whereas moose are solitary. Caribou
behavior 1s much more predictable than moose, Caribou can be
driven, whereas moose cannot; caribou group up, even when

The Dawson or Sixtymile herd described by Tanner has disappeared

in the last few years and has possibly merged with the Peel River herd,
which is the only large herd still migrating in the Yukon Territory (personal
communication, Dr. Manfred Hoefs, Yukon Game Branch).



" attacked by man. Local hunters claim that if a lead animal can
be brought down, the rest of the herd will often mill about
for a minute or two until a new leader is established, and that
even after a number of animals have been shot the remainder
may run but a short distance and group up again, Moose, on
the other hand, usually travel alone for most of the year
(although females will often be accompanied by their calf or
yearling). Three or four moose yarding together under winter
conditions will be a maximum concentration. Furthermore,
moose are extremely erratic. They are easily excited and when
disturbed will rapidly leave the vicinity frequently moving
beyond the radius that the hunter can effectively cover. In
addition the manner in which moose escape and the routes they
take are comparatively unpredictable - and therefore successful.
Driving moose is virtually impossible. " (Knight, 1965, p.38).

The pattern of game replacement, then, becomes extremely important for the

economic organization of Indian people depending on these animals.

A. In the southwest Yukon, archeological evidence at Aishihik shows a
majority of caribou rather than moose bones remain from the last century.
(Roback and Gates, 1973, p.32). Murile confirms that caribou are known to
have wintered in this region and at the mouth of the White River (Murie, 1935,
p.71). McClellan suggests that moose may have replaced caribou since 1900,
Her informants in 1948 could remember herds of caribou at Klukshu and
Aishihik when they were young (McClellan, 1950,p.13). In 1909, Snyder
suggested that moose and carlbou seemed to exchange ranges every few
years; moose had replaced caribou about 1900, but caribou were returning

to the southwest a decade later. (Snyder, 1909, p.226 . Carcross is
remembered as a major caribou crossing. In 1885, Schwatka identified this
spot at the north end of Bennett Lake as "the place where the caribou cross".
(1885, p. 742).
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A Yukon Game Branch biologist suggests that the herds in the southwest
probably numbered only a few thousand compared with the much larger
northern herds. These southern herds were more localized and did not

migrate very long distances. (Personal communication, Manfred Hoefs).

B. The Yukon River was on the route of major Stone caribou migrations for years.
Arcand learned from Indian people at Carmacks that large caribou herds crossed -
the Yukon River every autumn south of Selkirk and crossed back every spring
until 1938 (Arcand, 1966, p.8, 63). A photo of a very large herd of

caribou swimming across the Yukon River near Selkirk sometime before

1929 supports this (Kitto, 1929, p.21). Murie recorded that there were

regular crossings by large herds at the mouth of the White River, at the

mouth of the Stewart River, at Rosebud Creek, at ABC Creek (below Fort

Selkirk ), at Coffee Creek, and at Selwyn Creek (1935, p. 71). 'Ol.d

cartbou fénces and corrals are said to still be visible between Dawson and

Eagle.

C. In the southeast, a number of independent sources note the replacement
of moose by cartbou around 1800 and the return of moose in the 1870's on
the Liard and upper Pelly drainage. According to Murle, these would be

the Osborn caribou from the Cassiar which do not migrate in large herds.
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The history of the occurence of moose in this section

can not well be accounted for. It is believed to have

been a habitant of all this region in early days, but for

some unexplained reason the animal entirely disappeared

early in 1800, to make its appearance again in 1877, when

several were killed in the Dease country, " (Emmons, 1911, p.77).

By the time the geologist Dawson arrived in 1887, he noted:

" We found the moose particularly plentiful along the Upper
Liard River and it is stated that the country drained by the
White River is noted amoung the Indians as a moose and beaver
region " (Dawson, 1898, p.22).

In 1896, Pike recorded :

* Twenty-five years ago there were very few moose along the
Liard and the animal was unknown to Indians hunting
westward of Dease Lake .... Today the little known region
drained by the Dease, the Upper Liard, the Frances and the
Pelly is probably the best moose country in the continent
of North America " (Pike, 1896, pp. 89-90).

By 1904 and 1905, the big game hunter Sheldon visited the upper Pelly,
but found no traces of caribou. He was told by the Indian people there

that carlbou did not range in the Pellys (Sheldon, 1911, p. 245).

Poole Field was a trader on the upper Pelly from 1903 to at least 1913. He

was told by the oldest men that when they were young there were no moose

in the region, only caribou. These men had hunted them with bows and arrows,
spears, snares, deadfalls and large, fenced caribou surrounds which they

built collectively. (Field, 1957, p. 52).



As late as 1943, old men on the Liard River told Honigmann that during the
period when moose disappeared, many men forgot how to hunt them and the
young men were not taught how. When moose returned, they had to learn

again (Honigmann, 1954, p.195).

D. Only on the Peel and Porcupine Rivers is there evidence for fairly
continuous occupancy of caribou, The Firth River archeological sites contain

caribou bones many centuries old. (see section III).

Balikci's informants stated that at the turn of the century caribou were
abundant on the Firth River where collective drives were organized., A

major hunting spot was just south of the Firth River. Herds still move west
or south in September and October, crossing the Porcupine River. Later

in the year they move north again. The routes vary somewhat, as do size
of herds, but general patterns are predictable and hunters can intercept them

(Balikci, 1963, pp. 5,6,15,16).

Moose, on the other hand, are rare this far north, though there are
reportedly some on the upper Porcupine (Balikci, p.7). Moose require
shoots of deciduous undergrowth for food and this is not available in many

areas north of the Ogilvie Mountains.

The reason for elaborating this is because very different hunting techniques
are required to hunt caribou and moose. The ability of Indian people to shift
their economic base from moose to caribou and back to moose shows great

adaptability on their part. They had to develop technology and social
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organization which would allow them to survive when there were chariges

in animals. They also had to be prepared to shift hunting territories when

game became scarce.

Herds of caribou were hunted by men in groups rather than by individuals.
For example, Mitchell estimated that the band he wintered with in 1898
on the Porcupine River included two hundred individuals and that they
required, and got, fifty caribou per day to feed the men, women, children,

dogs. and to cache meat for the future (Graham, 1935, p. 196).

By contrast, in areas where people relied on the more solitary moose

or on occaslional appearances of caribou, hunting bands were much smaller.
A group had to have enough men to ensure success at hunting (perhaps two
or fou but not so many that families would starve if they were only able
to find one moose at a time. The optimum number in any such group might

be about fifteen, and certainly no more than thirty.

Fish:

While caribou and moose were the important staple in winter, fish were

the mainstay in summer. The exception to this might be in the Kluane Lake

and White River region where people say they were hunters and never fished except

for dog food (Johnson and Raup, 1964, p. 197).

A. The southwest Yukon seems to have supported the largest concentration

of people in the interior. Five kinds of fish, including Pacific sockeye
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came up the Alsek and ware caught at fishcamps on its drainage (McClellan, -
1950, p.12). Glave, a journalist who accompanied Jack Dalton to the interior,
recorded permanent settlements on the Tatshenshini and Alsek in 1892, Their
locations were definitely linked with their access to fish resources. (See
Section V A) .

The lakes in the southwest Yukon also contain many species of fish -~ lake

trout, whitefish, inconnu, ling, pike, etc.

B. On the Yukon River there are two salmon runs yearly : King salmon in

July and August, and Chum salmon (known locally as *Dog') later in

September. The main economic value of Chum is as dog food. Tollemache,
writing in 1905 described the King salmon run at Fort Selkirk, noting that fish
sometimes welghed fifty pounds each (Tollemache, 1912, p. 291). Fishcamps

are still established on tributaries of the Yukon between July and September.

C. In the southeast the lakes, rather than the Liard River, seem to be the

main provider of fish. The Liard drains to the Arctic Ocean and does not

have salmon, though the neighbouring Ross and Pelly Rivers share in the

Yukon runs. Instead, jackfish, lake pickerel, lake and brook trout, whitefish,
greyling, loche and sucker provide the fish diet. These do not come in a sufficient
quantity to permit the larger concentrations of population which salmon runs

allowed on the Alsek or the Yukon.
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D. On the northern plain, the two major rivers drain in opposite directions,
Because the Porcupine drains to the Yukon, it too has King salmon runs, the
second week in July, and a Chum (dog) run until late fall. The Peel River
drains to the Arctic Ocean and lacks salmon. The Firth River, dralning to the
Arctic Ocean has Arctic char, caught in early winter; whitefish, sucker, loc¢he,
grayling, jackfish, inconnu, herring and trout provide the rest of the fish diet
(Balikci, 1963, p. 12, 13; Osgood, 1936, p.23).

Fish are an important determinant of group size and social organization. The
Alsek salmon runs provide a base for the relatively large population described
by de Laguna for the early nineteenth century (1972, Vol. I, pp 85~90).
Likewlise, Schwatka estimated that there were two hundred people at the village
near Fort Selkirk in 1883 (1885, p. 308). Areas without salmon could not
support such concentrations of people. Salmon runs varied from year to year,

and in a lean year large summer camps might not be possible.

Fur Animals :

Fur bearing animals provided food and clothing for Indian families long before
people became tied into a world market in which furs became an item of export.
Beaver, for example, was an important source of nutrition before it was made
the standard of exchange by Hudson's Bay Company traders and became a

cash crop (see Balikci, 1963, p. 11; Tanner, 1965, p.10). It is not clear

to what extent beaver contributed to the traditional diet in the Yukon, but it
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ls-known that beaver were once numerous in all parts of the territory.
Honigmann even maintains that the people on the Liard River aboriginally
maintained "family owned beaver creeks", the only area of land in which
exclusive ownership was expressed; however, so early did the Hudson's
Bay Company reach the Liard that this may have resulted from the fur trade.
(see Honigmann, 1954, pp. 32, 88 - 89).

The fur trade rapidly attracted large numbers of white trappers, and led to
overtrapping. In certain areas beaver were practically exterminated early

in this century (Tollemache, 1912, p. 241; Balikci, 1963, p.11).

Lynx, marten, mink, fox, muskrat, otter, squirrel and rabbit became important
fur animals in this trade. Scattered references indicate a changing picture

over the years.

In 1903, there was an influx of lynx to the Pelly River, but they moved north
a year later (Keele, 1957, p. 298). Tollemache expressed concern that both
fur animals and moose were scarce on the lower Pelly by 1905 and stated that
trappers had to go to the MacMillan to get pelts. (1912, p.175). The same
year, Sheldon commented on the abundance of marten and lynx on the
Macmillan River. Three years later he met trappers in Dawson City who told
him that the Macmillan had been "trapped out" (Sheldon, 1911, p. 92-3).
Assistant Commissioner Wood of the North-West Mounted Police noted

" ... there are signs to show that the country was well stocked before travel
set in, but the people passing through and the bush fires have driven the game
away (Wood, 1909, p. 42),
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It is possible that changes in the furbearing animals could be documented

for the entire Yukon in a comprehensive study of changing land use. Shifts
in the range of animals, competition from white trappers and changes
resulting from the requirements of the fur trade undoubtedly altered traditional

land use patterns late in the last century.

A::final brief note should be i ncluded on birds and edible plants.

Birds :

Birds sometimes provided food In lean periods and owls, geese, ducks,
ptarmigan, eagles, cranes, swans, loons, spruce hens and willow grouse
were some of the fowl available in the interior. It is worth adding that
Irving recorded 99 distinct Kutchin names for birds in Old Crow indicating
the very precise knowledge people have about life sharing their environment
(Irving, 1958, 117-122),

Edible Plants :

Edible plants - roots and berries -~ were also important in the diet

but are seldom mentioned in reports or documents, possibly because they
were collected by women and girls and most early reports ware written men.
For the éoutheast Yukon alone, Honigmann lists soapberries, high and low

bush cranberries, salmon berries, rosehips, raspberries, strawberries,



II - 15

blueberries, fern roots, lily bulbs, mushrooms, muskeg apples, wild onions,
and wild rhubarb (Honigmann, 1954, pp.32=33). In lean years, wild
vegetables and berries might help tide people over until they got meat or
fish,

In summary then, this section looks at one context in which land use should

be discussed. It is clear that a good deal more information about demographic
fluctuations in animal populations is necessary if we are to understand the
interrelationships of man, land, and animals in the early historic period.

The Yukon Game Branch has no published information on the subject of

changing animal cycles in the Yukon over the last century, but their biologists can

provide whatever data it is possible to obtain at this late date.
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III. AN OUTLINE OF PREHISTORY

The Yukon Territory was part of the corridor through which earliest men
migrated from Asia to the New World., Consequently prehistory deserves
some comment in any discussion of land use before the arrival of whites.
While much of this work 1s still speculative, the general outlines of

prehistoric perlods are gradually emerging.

Sclentists are beginning to.combine archeological data, linguistic data,
geological, botanical, ethnographic and historical materials to try to
understand early population movements in North America. They have
shown, for instance, that the basin of the Yukon River was never glaciated,
that the Yukon River was navigable during the last glaciation and that this
River flows through an area of fish and game similar to eastern Siberia.
The Yukon River and its tributarles gave access to an interior plateau
stretching south into what is now British Columbia and also east to the
Mackenzie valley. An ice~free corridor ran to the central plains soon
after the last glaciation began 10,000 years ago (see Leechman, 1946,

pp 383-89).

The Yukon River provides three possible access routes to North America :
(a) up the Yukon, north on the Porcupine and east to the Maqkenzie valley
(b) along the Yukon to the Pelly and south via Frances Lake

(c) up the Yukon to the Tanana, and southwest through the Kluane basin.

Recent archeology has confirmed some of these routes. Archeological work
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has been carried out in the Kluane basin in the southwast, near the Firth
River and Old Crow Flats in the northwest, and at one site on the Pelly

River near its junction with the Yukon.

A. Southwest Yukon :

In the southwest Yukon, detailed reports on sites excavated in the Kluane -
Dezadeash area show a series of cultures dating back 10, 000 years. (see
Johnson and Raup, 1964: and MacNeish, 1964). It is estimated that the
Kluane basin could have been inhabited by plants, animals and man as soon
as the last glacial ice left. Early inhabitants were primarily nomadic hunters
who spread out to hunt caribou, bison, musk ox, elk and antelope. There

is no evidence that they relied on fish to any great extent. There were no
continuous forests in this region ( and therefore no moose) until a warming

period began about 5,000 years ago (see Johnson and Raup, pp. 107-110).

Only very general population movements will be outlined here. Apparently
people began moving through the Kluane basin about 10,000 years ago after
deglaciation began. Some stayed and adapted to the region; others moved
south and adapted to the boreal forest., Between about 5,000 B,C, and
2,000 B,C. a so~called 'Hypsithermal® 5)r warming period occurred.

At this time, hunters from the southern plains region began moving north
again, following the northward movement of boreal forests and grasslands.
During this period a large lake known as Glaclal Lake Champagne drained,
allowing people to move into that part of the southwest Yukon, At the end
of this Hypsithermal period other lakes appeared, the temperature dropped,
and some people moved south again (Dumond, 1969, p. 861-2; Johnson and
Raup, p. 107),
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MacNeish's archeological data shows that for the most part, cultures
developing in the Kluane basin were unique adaptations to a new environment.
However, he recognizes links between the earliest 'Kluane’ culture and
Siberia; links between the later 'Champagne' culture (which developed during
the Hypsithermal) and the Great Plains; and links between still later

cultures (named 'Little Arm' ,'Gladstone’ and 'Taye Lake'). and Alaska,

Mongolia and Japan (MacNeish, 1959 (a), 1964).

B. Yukon River:

Only one major site has been described near the Yukon River, a site on the
Pelly three miles before it joins the Yukon. The area was first occupled by
hunters of bison and elk, possibly after 6,500 B,C, A series of later
occupations of this site is also shown, Because the Yukon basin was never

glaciated, there are probably many more sites along its banks.

C. Southeast Yukon:
Although a migration route along the Pelly via Frances Lake has been suggested
as a likely possibility, no archeological reports have yet been published for

this area.

D. Northwest Yukon :
Surprisingly, by far the oldest complexes come from the extreme north, near
Old Crow. Two areas of major work have been the Firth River and Old Crow

Flats.

On the Firth River, nine successive archeological complexes have been uncovered,

dating back over 20,000 years. This is a logical habitation site because it
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D. (cont)

provides a good lookout for caribou, has long been a caribou crossing, has
firewood available, and is near an excellent fishing spot. It is at the western
edge of the major glaciations'and was barely covered during the last glaciation
(see MacNeish, 1959 (b)). Successive complexes reveal fluctuations in the
climate from warmer than present periods (with buffalo, grassy plains and
trees such as tamarack, fur, spruce and willow) to much colder than present

‘periods (with musk ox, grizzly, caribou, moose, and seal).

Even earlier are Irving's finds in Old Crow flats. Here he recently found man~

made tools dating back 30,000 years (Irving, 1973).

Linguistic and ethnographic evidence suggests that the ancestors of people
living in the northern Porcupine and Peel River drainages once occupied a large
area from Old Crow Flats west to the Noatak River in northwestern Alaska. They
‘were pushed east by Eskimos who migrated to North America more recently.
Pressure from Eskimos was probably greatest in the few hundred years before this

century (see Hall, 1969).

Archeological work suggests some general hypotheses about early migrations
through the Yukon. In the first place, migration from the Old World to the
New World was not a one-way process. Rather there was a continuous flow
of people back and forth across the Bering Strait. Nor was it a conscious

process. Leechman suggests that :
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* In all probability, the first people to cross the Bering Strait,
and to make America their permanent home camped not very
far from their landing place. - Gradually the surrounding district
became known to them and, as a result of hunting expeditions
in the neighbourhood attractive camp sites and fishing stations
would be discovered. As their children grew up, and had families
of their own, they would settle a few miles upstream or inland,
thus diffusing gradually throughout the whole district. The
movement of an amoeba by means of pseudopodia gives an excellent
illustration of the type of migration involved.

It may be objected that this is altogether too slow a process,

but an average of as little as two miles a year would carry

people from the Yukon to the bottom of South America in
approximately 5,000 years. " (Leechman, 1946, pp 385~86).

The first migrants had to change their way of life very little. Once they
settled in an area they developed local adaptations to the environment.
When the land changed they adapted to new conditions, or moved on.
Because a series of traditions developed in North America and then spread,
changing as people moved, there are no clear-cut, stratified archeological
complexes in the Yukon as there are In Asia, Instead there are a variety of

local specializations which reflect a few Asiatic traits.



IV. THE HISTORICAL CONTEXT OF CHANGE BEFORE THE GOLDRUSH : THE FUR TRADE

The fur trade dominates the recent history of all northern Indians. As the
marketable resource which first drew whites to this part of the North, it
" rapidly made trapping for trade the central activity of people living in the

Yukon.,

This section gives a chronological outline of the changing historical context

in which Native people found themselves during the nineteenth century. It

is inserted before any discussion of 'traditional' land use, partly to demonstrate
the difficulty of separating the *traditional’ from the *early contact? periods,

and partly to consolidate references to the European fur trade in one section.

(See Map #2).

Prior to 1840, the central part of what is now the /Yukon Territory was used
only by Natives. Russians trading on the Pacific coast never penetrated

the Yukon : after the fur seals were gone the coastal Tlingit supblied the
Russians by crossing the Chilkat and Chilkoot Passes and bringing back

furs from the interior Athapaskans (See McClellan, 1950). Similarly, the
Vunta Kutchin in the north acted as middlemen between Russians and northern
tribes before the establishment of Fort McPherson and Fort Yukon (Tanner,
1965, p.21).

The history of frontier trade throughout the world shows that
everywhere the non-urban peoples nearest the trading centre

sought to bar other "natives" from direct access to the metropolitan
trade and that they used their possession of superior arms, '
obtained in the trade, to maintain their middleman position, if

not to drive away or enslave the tribes of the hinterlands.

Such motives and means played an important part in the
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post = Columbian history of the American Indians ... "
(Slobodin, 1962, p. 23). '

Until 1840, the Hudson's Bay Company viewed the Yukon as a buffer
zone between themselves and the Russians. After 1840 the British
leased the Alaska litterol and took over the trade monopoly the Russians

'had established on the coast and on the Yukon River.

Traders were in the southeastern region of what is now the Yukon on the
Liard River soon after 1800. By 1821, Fort Halkett had been established
on the upper Liard. In 1838, the Hudson's Bay Company established a post
on Dease Lake. In 1840, Robert Campbell, a clerk at Fort Halkett, was
glven instructions to explore the north branch of the Liard. He crossed to
Frances Lake where he established Fort Frances (Honigmann, 1949, pp. 42 - 43 ),
He went on to establish Fort Pelly Banks in 1846 on the upper Pelly, and then
Fort Selkirk in 1848 at the junction of the Pelly with the Yukon (Campbell,
1958).

It was costly to maintain these posts and none of them has a very long history :
Fort Halkett was closed in 1865, Dease Lake post was abandoned by 1839,
Fort Frances was closed when it was looted by Chilkats in 1851, though
opened again briefly in 1880 (ibid., p. 43 ). Pelly Banks was abandoned

in 1850 after it accidentally burned (Dawson, 1898, p. 137 ). The coastal
Chilkats, angered that the white traders were infringing on their monopoly

in the interior, burned Fort Selkirk in 1852, Both Pelly Banks and Fort Selkirk
had probably been important trading centres before the posts had been built and

they remained so after the posts were gone.
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Meanwhile, the Hudson's Bay Company was also exploring the watershed of the
Mackenzie. In 1840, Fort McPherson was established on the lower Peel by
John Bell., In 1842, Bell crossed the Peel to the Bell River where he established
La Pierre House, then followed the Bell to the Porcupine and ultimately to

the Yukon. Fort Yukon was established at this junction by Alexander Murray in

1847 ( See Murray, 1910).

The Porcupine River route to the Mackenzie became the supply route not

only for Fort Yukon but also for the upper Yukon River for a While (Raymond, 1900, p. 38)

In 1867, Alaska was sold to the United States and the Hudson's Bay Company

was compelled to move Fort Yukon out of United States' Territory. They replaced
it with Rampart House, built on the Porcupine River. This post had to be moved
twice before it was finally clearly across the International Boundary (McConnell,
1887, p. 224). The new post barely met expenses and was closed in 1894, 1In
1906, a trader named Dan Cadzow opened a store at Rampart Hous and the

post flourished for a few more years (Ralikci, 1963, p. 395).

Ogilvie summarized the transfers of some of these posts during the last quarter

of the nineteenth century :

In 1868, following the transfer of Russian Territory to America, a San Francisco
firm bought out the Russian Commercial Company and changed the name to

the Alaska Commercial Company. This Alaska Commercial Company built a number
of posts on the Yukon River, In about 1871, McQuesten established Fort Reliance,
six miles below Dawson (managed by Harper and Mayo by 1875). In 1886,
McQuesten, Harper and Mayo built a post at the mouth of the Stewart.
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The Alaska Commercial Company posts across the border in Alaska had as
much influence on the Native people in the Yukon, to whom such boundaries
were irrelevant : Belle Isle Post- (near Eagle) attracted a good deal of

trade from people as far up the Yukon as the Klondike River. In 1891, Harper
opened a business at old Fort Selkirk. He also built a post on the Sixtymile
River. And in 1892, the North American Transportation and Trading Company
built Fort Cudahy just below the mouth of the Fortymile (See Ogilvie, 1913,
p. 64-68).

Early posts took vast numbers of furs from the Yukon. In 1887, Dawson

reported on numbers and prices of furs leaving the Territory :

An approximate estimate of the furs derived from the

Yukon Territory and taken down the Yukon, obtained

from Mr. Francois Mercier, who spent many years

trading on the river, places the annual value at about $27, 000.
The annual catch is made up, according to the same

authority, about as follows :

Beaver 1200~-1500 skins
Cross Fox 100 skins
Black Fox 100skins
Red Fox 300 skins
Bear 300 skins
Marten 4000 skins
Otter 200 skins
Mink 2000 skins
Lynx 600 skins
Wolverine 150 skins
Wolf 100 skins

9,350 skins



He adds :

" Information obtained on the spot indicates that
the value of furs reaching the Lynn canal from the
interior is from $12,000. to $15,000, annually. "
(Dawson, 1898, pp.. 25,26).

In addition, posts on the Porcupine and on the Liard River were getting
large numbers of furs; probably by 1887 at least $50,000 worth of furs

were exported annually from the territory.

Raymond describes the scale of prices in 1869 : The beaver skin was

the standard unit of measurement. A gun was sold to an Indian for

eighteen beaver skins. Marten were traded at the rate of two marten

to a beaver and other skins were set at lower values. All trading was

done by barter and in addition to guns, the Hudsen's Bay Company traded
pocketknives, pants, shirts, cloth, bullets, knives, pots, buttons, thread,

handkerchiefs, "Paris neckties" and "English belts™. (Raymond, 1900, p.39).

The southwest Yukon was blockaded from direct contact with white traders
until the 1890's by determined Tlingit traders, Although this blockade

was declining by the 1890's Jack Dalton was the first trader to actually build
a post in the southwest in approximately 1894. Only the goldrush broke the
blockade for good, and posts rapidly appeared in this area - at Nisutlin,

Burwash Landing, Champagne, and then along the upper Yukon.

The goldrush brought the first large numbers of strangers to the Yukon.

In the southwest, 30,.000 men crossed the Chilkoot Pass in a few years.
Their impact was felt all the way along the Yukon River. Ten thousand came
by other routes, some of them through the southeastern Yukon which had

already experienced an earlier Cassiar rush in the 1870's. Still others
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tried to ascend the Peel River, and their passing had a profound impact

on the Native people there (See Graham, 1935; and Slobodin 1963).

With this background we can now look at the history and land use of people

living in the Yukon while these changes were occurring.



V. THE PEOPLE AND THE TAND

From the time recalled in the earliest legends, Indian people living in the
north have had to come to terms with a harsh and often unpredictable
environment. They depended on the land for everything required to sustain
life - food, clothing, tools_, and even articles for trade. Life was a
continuous process of learning to understand and work with the land, dealing

with its inconsistencies, its changes, its extremes.

People recognized that man could not control or manipulate this land, but
rather had to adapt to and work with constraints imposed by the natural
world. Thelr willingness and their ability to adapt to their physical world

has been critical to their survival for centuries.

In the western sub=arctic, there were never large tribes such as those in
warmer southern climates or on the Pacific coast. The environment simply
could not support large concentrations of people. Northern Athapaskan
families harvested their land by hunting, fishing and gathering edible plants,
The size of a hunting group was governed by the amount and kind of game
available in the family's area. A group relying on moose might ideally
include only two adult men and their families. Areas with caribou herds

required a number of co~operating men and their families,

People came together in larger numbers for trading or for potlatches.
A number of families might come together in summer at central fish camps

where there was a reliable supply of fish, or for regular caribou migrations

wien herds had to be hunted collectively. In different seasons of the year,



leadership patterns and land use varied. Most of the year, people had

to spread out and cover large areas of land.

It is probable that early epidemics carried from the coast in trade may have
greatly reduced the population before the twentieth c\e-ptury (see Bancroft,
1886, pp. 560~3; Dall, 1870, p. 100). Periodic famines, replacement
of caribou by moose, and intermittent battles may have reduced the
population even further.
McClellan estimates that,
" at the time of white contact the population on the coast
was far greater than in the interior -~ 5 to 12 persons per
hundred square kilometers as compared to 0 to 2, Epidemics
of smallpox and other diseases severely cut the native
populations throughout the north just before and subsequent
to white contact, but the ratio between coast and interior

populations must have remained much the same. "
(McClellan, 1964, p. 7).

Linguistic and Territorial Divisions

Because there are no distinct tribal divisions in this part of the Ncrth,
anthropologists have generally used language to designate territorial
divisions among Indian people living in the Yukon. It is important to

recognize that this is a category used by ethnographers : Yukon Natives



*
did not identify themselves with reference to their language group. All

people except Tlingit speak Athapaskan languages which extend over most

of northwastern Canada and Alaska, excluding coastal regions. (Navaho

and Apache are also Athapaskan languages. Their speakers migrated from

this area approximately 1000 A, D, ). Although there are many linguistic
‘problems to be solved in the North, the accompanying linguistic map gives
rough d‘ivislons of languages spoken in the Yukon at the time of white contact :
Kutchin north of the Yukon River; Han on the Yukon drainage from Dawson

to Eagle: Tutchone on the Yukon drainage from approximately Carmacks

to Stewart, including the drainage of the Pelly, Ross, Stewart and MacMillan

Rivers: Southern Tutchone in the southwest lake district - Kluane Lake,

Alshihik, Carmacks, upper Alsek River, Hutshi Lakes, Kusawa, Lake Laberge;
Tagish at Marsh Lake and Tagish Lake ; Tlingit at Teslin, and at Atlin in
northern B, C, and finally, Kaska in the south!east corner of what is now the

Yukon (see Map #3, after McClellan, 1964).

These divisions do not represent social, economic or political units and
they are not rigid even linguistically. Over the years there have been
major fluctuations in population. McClellan stresses that no map made

during the present century can be completely accurate for earlier periods.

*

Catharine McClellan's forthcoming book, My Old People Say, discusses some

of the ways in which people traditionally ‘'clagsified' themselves in the
southern Yukon,
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The real soclal units are the inter-marrying matrilineal lineage groups

(or moleties ) Crow and Wolf in whose terms ownership of property is
expressed, but these groups are not geographical, Because it is compulsory
for Crow and Wolf to intermarry, any geographical group contains people

from both moleties.

Although linguistic categories appear throughout the paper, the general
‘geographical divisions outlined in Section II will be used: (A ) Southwest
Yukon ( {ncluding Southern Tutchone, Tagish and Tlingit speakers ), (B) the
Yukon River (including Tutchone and Han speakers ), (C) the Southeast
and the Eastern Drainages (including Kaska and Tutchone ) and (D) the

Northern plain (Kutchin speakers ).

A. Southwest Yukon

Although the earliest records dealing with the Southwest Yukon begin
only in 1890, it has been possible to reconstruct something of earlier

perlods perhaps as early as 1850. Indications are that the history and



culture of the southwest Yukon was very much affected by contact
and trade with coastal Tlingit during the 19th century, (For a comprehensive

study dealing with Native trade in this area, see McClellan, 1950),

The earliest trade between coastal Tlingit and interior Athapaskans

was partly because of the different resources available in the two different
environments., Chilkat traders imported such items as spruée root biankets,
cedar boxes, medicinal roots, dried clams, seaweed, “tobacco" made

from crushed clamshell, abalone, dentalia and obsidian, In return, they
received mountain goat wool, yellow lichen for dye, tanned caribou and

moose hides, sinew, furs, spruce gum, and small amounts of raw copper.

(McClellan, 1964, pp. 7,8).

By the time Europeans began trading on the Pacific coast, this network

was probably well established, The virtual extinction of the fur seal

meant that land furs were becoming important. Tlingits began to concentrate
on exporting furs while at the same time working European goods into

their imports : calico, blankets, kettles, knives, muzzle loaders, leaf

tobacco, flour and small amounts of coffee (McClellan, 1964, p. 8).

By the 1880's the Tlingits controlled a lucrative trade and were determined



that white fur traders not cross into the interior to trade directly with
Athapaskans. Aurel Krause, the Germén geographer who lived at
Klukwan for some time, crossed the Chilkat Pass in the early 1880's
and recorded :
n A visit on the part of a white man to the Athapaskans
to trade with them directly was regarded by the Chilkat
as an infringement of their rights and likely to be
prevented by force. Just as every tribe had its hunting and
fishing territory, so they had their trading trails, the
Chilkat went up the Chilkat River, the Chilkoot over the

Chilkoot Pass and it look lengthy negotiations to reverse
the procedure " (Krause, 1956, p. 137).

Difficulties in crossing the passes were reported in 1883 by Schwatka
who was told by Tlingits that the upper Yukon was unnavigable (Schwatka,
1885, p. 739), and by Dawson in 1887 (Dawson, 1898, p. 178). The
burning of Fort Selkirk in 1852 was an indication of the thoroughness with

which the coastal Chilkats guarded "their" trading territory.

In 1869, a Tlingit chief Kohklux, who claimed to have engineered the
burning of Fort Selkirk showed his detailed knowledge of the Yukon interior
as far as Fort Selkirk on a map he drew. This map is an invaluable
document, one of the few made by a Native person rather than an outsider

(Davidson, 1901). (See Map# 4). Because of his familiarity with the
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interior, Kohklux was able to pinpoint population centres which later travellers

did not see.

There were three main Tlingit tribes trading to the interior in the 19th century :
Chilkats who camea 12 - 15 day journey via Chilkat River, Chilkoots who
crossed over the shorter, more arduous Chilkoot Pass, and Taku who ascended

the Taku River,

A fourth less well known route was up the Alsek River basin. The original
inhabitants of the Alsek River right down to Dry Bay were Athapaskans. But
sometime prior to the arrival of Russians on the coast,Tlingits, migrating

inland up the Chilkat River and then down the Alsek mixed with them. (de Laguna,
1972, p. 18). At one time these Dry Bay (Yakutat) Tlingit regularly came

inland to hunt and trade and Athapaskans went freely down to the coast.

Historical and archeological accounts suggest that the height of this trade
occurred between 1840 and 1870 (McClellan, 1950, p. 54; Roback and Gates,
1973, p. 32). During this time the southern interior was virtually an
economic colony of the Chilkat Tlingits. By 1890, the major parties were

no longer coming in over the passes. Indians in the interior had the



alternative of going to Alaska Commercial Company posts on the Yukon River
to trade by then (see Section IV). Chilkats were beginning to work in
canneries or were making handicrafts to sell on the coast and were less

interested in making the long trip to the interior (Brooks, 1900, p. 389).

While it lasted, Tlingit trade was one of the main forces shaping land use
and subsistence patterns in the interior., Athapaskans used extensive areas
of land to get products for trade and also hunted and dried and cached food
along regularly used trade routes. In every area of the Yukon, trade must

be discussed in conjunction with land use.

1. Southern Tutchone (see Map #3)

(a) Alsek ~ Tatshenshini

The best documentation for a major trade and population centre in the southwest
Yukon occurs for a settlement traditionally known by the Tlingit name

Neskatahin (appears on modern maps as Weskatahin) on the upper Tatshenshini

River.



Archeologists note that :

Neskatahin, strategically located at the head of the

two major Chilkat access routes via the Klehini and
Tatshenshini Rivers, served as the main trading centre

between the coastal Tlingit and the southern Tutchone

of the southwest interior of the Yukon from an indeterminant
period in pre-history. It served as a point of departure _
for inland trading excursions which honeycombed the interior, "
(Roback and Gates, 1973, p. 35).

The earliest eyewitness account of this settlement comes from the journalist

Glave who accompanied the Frank Leslie's Illustrated Newspaper Expedition

and Jack Dalton on two trips to the interior in the 1890's :

The village of Naska Ta Heen is the headquarters of the
Gunana * or Stick Indians. It is composed of a dozen houses;
large and small, which in this country means accommodation
for a great quantity of people, as several whole families
reside in one house. At the time of our visit, all the
inhabitants were downriver some sixty miles at their fishing
camp on the Alseck ... (The houses ) are built of

heavy planks, hewed into shape with the native adze, the
roots either covered with rough heavy shingles or thatched
with hemlock bark. They are all fitted with a large opening
in the centre of the roof as an escape for smoke, "

(Glave, November 29, 1900, p. 310).

In another account, he wrote :

Neskataheen is an important rendezvous. During the winter
the natives of the interior roam over the land in small
parties, hunting and trapping, but return here with their
spoils of blackand brown bear, black, cross, grey, white
and red fox, wolverine, land otter lynx, beaver, etc.,

*

Gunana is a Tlingit word meaning 'strange people’.
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and exchange them for blankets, guns, powder, and tobacco
which the Chilkat Indians bring to them from the coast. "
(Glave, 1892, p. 682).

Neskatahin was able to support a substantial population because of the
supply of sockeye salmon which ascended the nearby Alsek. Northern

bands from Hutshi and Aishihik did not have direct access to salmon, so

by the 1890's, at least, they were joining the Neskatahin people each spring
to fish at camps on the Alsek and to trade at Neskatahin. (McClellan, 1950,
p. 27 ). In 1948, McClellan's informants at Champagne remembered

Neskatahin as a "big city" with"hundreds of people" and indicated that it

was "a thousand years old".

Closely assoclated with Neskatahin was the fishing camp at Klukshu, the
head of the Alsek. Glave noted that Pacific coast salmon reached here by

the end of July and that people had fished here for generations :

There is a settlement of Gunana on the western shore

(of Lake Klukshu ): the houses are only inhabited during

a few months of the year, when the Indians are fishing but
there are undoubted evidences of former occupance by
great numbers of people : whole forests of trees have been
felled, the oldest marks being the most numerous

several old stumps rotten to the core show the former sites
of houses. " (Glave, Nov. 22, 1890, p. 286).
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By 1898, there are regular references to Neskatahin and to Klukshu in

reports : Superintendent Wood (N, W, M. P, ) estimated that there were

about 100 Indians near Neskatahin when he went through (Wood, 1899,

p. 41); Inspector Jarvis met people from Aishihik and Hutshi fishing at
Klukshu when he was there (Jarvis, 1899, p. 105). Tyrell, of the Geological
Survey of Canada recorded in his report that on June 24, 1898 "the Indians

of the surrounding country were collected in the village of Weskatahin (sic)

to await the arrival of salmon up the stream " (Tyrell, 1898, p. 38).

According to a tradition recorded independently by Jarvis (1899, p. 105).
McClellan (1950, p.37 ) and McKennan (1959, p.170~1) sometime in

the mid-nineteenth century a party of Snag Indians from the Upper White
River came down and fought a battle with the majority of the people at
Neskatahin after a dispute over trade. Only two parties of Neskatahin
people survived, the ancestors of the present day Champagne people.
Consequently the 200 or more people Glave met in 1892 were only a remnant

of the former population,

Khoklux map, (Map #4) showed at least two major villages on the lower

Alsek, remembered from 1852, De Laguna documents the presence of
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Athapaskans and later Tlingit villages on the lower drainage (1972, pp.85 -
90). Ail indications suggest that the Alsek drainage had a remarkably

dense population prior to 1850 and that rivers -and tributaries were extensively
exploited. Sometime in the mid-nineteenth century, an epidemic which spread
from European traders on the coast virtually exterminated the Tlingit living on

the lower Alsek (McClellan, 1950, p. 40).

Glave and Dalton identified two abandoned villages on the lower Alsek which
had probably been inhabited by these people (Glave, Dec. 20, p. 376;

Dec. 27, p. 396, 1890).

Trade at Neskatahin ;

Chilkats came to Neskatahin via the Chilkat pass twice a year - in
February and again in early summer - in large trading parties. After
spending several days trading, they moved inland to Selkirk, Hutshi,
Aishihik and the Donjek River. Later in the summer, they returned to

the coast (McClellan, 1950, pp. 126 - 131).

Because of their location at a 'first stop' over the pass, Neskatahin people

positioned themselves as middlemen between the Chilkats and interior
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groups. In March, Neskatahin people snowshoed to the Donjek to get

furs and copper which they could then trade to the Chilkats (ibid., pp. 134 -
135). They traded even as far as the upper Chittystone River in Alaska where
they gbt blue dyes and tobacco from the Ahtena (ibid., p. 215). The "war" which
resulted in deaths of many Neskatahin people followed a trading party to the

Donjek in which the latter people felt cheated (ibid., p. 135).

Well used trails led from Neskatahin north and west to Kluane Lake and

the White River, north to Hutshi and Aishihik and to Fort Selkirk on the Yukon
River, and east to Tagish and Teslin. Glave notes that by the 1890's some
people from Neskatahin were using these trails to go north to trade on the
Yukon River rather than trading furs solely through the Tlingits. (Glave,

1892, p. 877).

Land Use Near Neskatahin :

People who traded at Neskatahin relied on both fishing and hunting. Apparently

the kinds of fishing techniques used at Klukshu and on the lower Alsek were
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originally introduced by coastal Tlingit who had perfected pacific salmon
fishi ng techniques in order to support their larger population .,
On the Alsek :

... 1ts guaranteed bulk yleld brought about a shift in

the subsistence base from land game to fish resources

and an associated shift from a highly dispersed mobile
hunting population to a more sedentary prosperous and
unified fishing population with occasional hunting practice "
(Roback and Gates, 1973, p. 45).

Glave described the annual cycle of people at Neskatahin in 1890, In
April, they moved to various fishcamps on the Alsek to prepare for the
salmon run in May. From May until the end of July they fished, and then
they went to Neskatahin where they dried and cached fish and berries to
tide them over the winter. Then there was a general exodus north to
Klukshu where people fished until freeze - up. Only in winter did people
disperse to hunting grounds - some to Dezadeash, some back to
Neskatahin, some north toward Aishihik and Hutshi. In winter they
trapped, hunted and traded and in spring they brought furs back to
Neskatahin to trade with the Chilkats in exchange for blankets, guns,

tobacco and gunbowder (Glave, Dec. 13, 1890).

People living around Neskatahin also made extensive use of the Alsek basin.

The tension so evident in trade relations with Chilkat and Chilkoot Tlingit
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was apparently absent in relations with Dry Bay (Yakatat) Tlingit, and they

made mutual use of the river basin.

. the Yakatat people (at the mouth of the Alsek River) in
contrast to the more southern Tlingit, did not look down
on the Athapaskans as an inferior people to be exploited
in trade whenever possible. Rather, they admired their
fine looks, their open grassy country, their rich furs, and
their heautiful skin clothing and beadwork. They learned
their songs and imitated their style of dancing; and
they envied them the tribal regalia which the more conservative
interior people {Tlingitized Athapaskans and Inland Tlingit )
had preserved. There was active intermarriage and trading
up and down the Alsek until about 40 or 50 years ago"
(de Laguna, 1972, p. 214; written during the 1950's ).

According to archeologists Roback and Gates, Southern Tutchone at Neskatahin
owned a number of fishing establishments ;: on the west side of Klukshu

Lake near the source of the Klukshu river; at the south end of Dezadeash

Lake; and at the north end of Dezadeash Lake west of its outlet., They owned
other camps on three creeks running into the Tatshenshini ; the Debri, the
QO'Conner and the number 4 Miltwater Creeks where they joined the
Tatshenshini. They also suggest that there may have been a very early
settlement (probably a camp) at the present site of Champagne, and give

an approximate date of 1850 for the use of all these sites (Roback and Gates,

1973, pp. 36 - 7). Undoubtedly there were many other creeks and camps



V - 16

which were owned by specific kin groups at Neskatahin. Jarvis
(1899, p. 105) commented on the "peculiarity” of "the hereditary
descent of hunting and fishing grounds from generation to generation "

at Neskatahin.

McClellan described the territories in which their descendents, the

Champagne band, hunted in this century:

" The Champagne band until recently hunted to the west
as far as the flanks of the St, Elias mountains, but
part of this area has now been made a game preserve.
The Indians complain bitterly that this has been their
land from time immemorial and that they need the animals
for their livelihood. To the north, Champagne territory
runs into that of the Kloo Lake, Aishihik and Hutshi bands,
eastward it runs as far as the Wheaton River "
(McClellan, 1950, p. 40).

The trails leading to the interior have always had important implications

for land use., While the major passes from the coast seem to have been
considered the exclusive property of the Tlingit tribes, indications are that
anyone could use the various trails leading to the interior, It is clear that
these trails were extensively and repeatedly used. While travelling, people
hunted and snared animals for food and clothing, dried and cached food for

later use and gathered articles for trade with the Chilkats.
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Specific historical changes in this area after the building of Dalton Post

are discussed in Appendix I in a section dealing with the origins of the

village of Champagne.

Other groups in the southwest Yukon can be considered by following the

various trails linking the coast with the interior.

(b) White River - Kluane Lake Region:

Very few Europeans visited this region before 1900, and most reports used

in this section come from recent archeological and ethnographic research,

A geologist named Brooks visited the White River in 1899, following the route
sald to be used by the Chlilkats in trade. He commented that although he
saw no permanent habitations on the White River he was visited by a

group of White River Indians and learned from other sources that there

were small 'settlements’ on the Nisling and Kluane Rivers. On the upper
White River, he met a band of twenty people visiting from the Copper River

(Brooks, 1900, pp. 389 - 390).
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Trade : White River -~ Kluane Region

Kohklux' map (#4) shows a trail running west from Neskatahin to Kluane Lake
and the White River and Nisling River region. Upper White River people
enjoyed a special status in trade because of their access to native copper
found in the gravels of that river. It was widely sought as far away

as the Pacific coast and became an important item in the native trade network.
The trading dispute between these people and Neskatahin people in the middle

of the nineteenth century has already been mentioned.

White River people sometimes acted as intermediaries in trade between those
Tlingits who came inland as far as the White River, and the Copper River and
Upper Tanana River people west of them (McKennan, 1959, p.22). Trails from
White River to Copper River and Upper Tanana Basins ware well travelled in

the nineteenth century.

White River people also traded east toward the Yukon River where they
exchanged native copper for arrow shafts made from the straight - grained
wood in the Yukon valley; such wood was scarce in the Kluane region

(Tohnson and Raup, 1964, p. 196). In 1885 Schwatka met a party of
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River people who had come down the White River to trade

on the Yukon near the present site of Stewart (1883, p. 341). This group

may also have included White River people.

Land Use : White River - Kluane Region

An archeologist and geologist working in the Kluane region between 1944 and 1948

recorded something of the traditional territories of White River people, by then

living at Burwash Landing :

They went on

"

Indians ... at Burwash had been extensive travellers and

they knew intimately the country between the upper reaches of
the White River and Carmacks, a distance of about one hundred
and fifty miles east and west. They had roamed and hunted
with their families at different times over the country from

the White River south for some sixty or eighty miles, or all
told an area of some ten to twelve thousand square miles ...
There is some evidence that families habitually hunted in
certain general areas, but camps might be moved, and even
the cabins built since 1900 could bhe used by anyone if they
were empty " (Johnson and Raup, 1964, pp.195 = 6; my underlining ).

to describe how people moved over this vast area :

In moving about the country, the people followed trails

which were well known and which apparently had been used for
long periods of time perhaps even measureable in centuries.
One interesting trail led from the vicinity of Carmacks on the
Yukon over the divide into the Nisling drainage where it passed
through the Ptarmigan Heart Valley. It went over a pass into
Henry Creek and from there to Red Tail Lake. Crossing the

Kluane and Donjek Rivers it led into the mountains to the
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upper reaches of the White River ... there are branches of
the trail leading to Kluane Lake, Aishihik, and so on. In
travelling over portions of this trail we saw that it had been
used enough to wear a deep path * (ibid., p. 196).

Archeological remains indicate that houses were standing on Duke Meadow
(five miles from present Burwash Landing ) at least as early as 1850 and
possibly much earlier than that, At least ten houses were once occupied
there, indicating a relatively large community (ibid., pp. 169 - 188),

In addition ;

" The ruins of temporary camps are everywhere. There are
localities which have been used as campsites for an untold
number of years. Brush camps or 'open top camps' can
be found literally by the hundreds in favourable areas such
as along Talbot Creek. The ri ght bank for about a mile from
the mouth has been a camping area and ruins of all ages are
found on the valley floor and on the bordering hillside. Another
such area with a similar concentration of brush camp ruins
was located in the Ptarmigan Heart Valley. While such

concentrations have developed in favourable localities,
isolated camps are widely distributed * (ibid., p. 184).

Contrasting this kind of archeological data with the reports of travellers

like North-West Mounted Police, geologists, surveyers, etc., it is

obvious that in many areas where no Indian camps were recorded by early
travellers, a great deal of acitivity took place and extensive use was made

of the land. For example, I found no early references to Kloo Lake people
although Chief Jim Boss mentions a band there in 1902 (see p. V. 28) and McClellan
notes that a number of people lived near Kloo Lake until after the Alaska

Highway was built (1950, p. 45).
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Some further historical material for the post 1900 period is included in a

discussion of the origin of Burwash, AppendixI.

(C). Aishihik and Hutshi

Historical accounts of the southwest Yukon present a contradiction when
references to Hutshi and Aishihik appear. In conversations with older Indian
people about early settlements,Hutshi and Aishihik are always identified as
major trading centres. * Yet historical records do not seem to bear this

out. The following materials suggest some of the problems of relying on

written records for accurate information about the pre-goldrush period,

Recent archeological work suggests that while recorded history begins only
in 1890 in southwest Yukon a number of demographic changes had already
taken place by this time. Roback and Gates relate this to changes which

occurred in Native trade patterns late in the nineteenth century.

Trade : Aishihik and Hutshi

At one time, Chilkats trading in the interior came directly up the Chilkat River
and travelled all the way to Aishihik to trade. Aishihik, llke Neskatahin,

was a jumping off point for three major traills = west to the Nisling and White
rivers, north to the Yukon River and Fort Selkirk and southwest to Kluane

Lake. Consequently, Aishihik people, like people at Neskatahin, were
middlemen in trade for a long time between Chilkats and groups further

in the interior (Roback and Gates, 1973, pp. 28, 29). By the 1890's, Chilkats

were no longer coming to Aishihik in large parties, but only as far as Neskatahin.

The land claims application made by Chief Jim Boss in 1902 (see pages V - 27 - V - 28,
Laberge ) identifies Hutshi and Aishihik as the largest bands in the
southern Yukon.
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Given the choice of travelling south to Neskatahin or north to the Yukon
River where they had the option of trading with Alaska Commercial Company
traders by 1890, Aishihik people began to go separate ways, and Aishihik

itself declined in importance as an annual rendezvous.

Although considerable archeological work remains to be done, the same
general outline of history probably applies to Hutshi as well. Hutshi is

remembered as being an older and larger headquarters than Aishihik,

Land Use : Aishihik and Hutshi

Even though written records may come from too late a period to tell us
anything about ‘traditional’ land use at Hutshi and Aishihik, they can

still give us a picture of land use in 1890,

The earliest record of population centres at Hutshi and Aishihik appears on
Kohklux' map indicating that they were recognized as separate groups in
185_2. Later records usually refer to people from Aishihik and Hutshi
together, although they were known as different groups with different ‘head~
quarters®, It seems that by 1890 they were spending much of the year jointly

using much of the same land.

Glave states that in contrast to people living on the Alsek, people living
around northern lakes "I-she=1k" and "Hoot~chy-Eye" lacked the reliable
supply of fish and so went south every spring to Neskatahin to "recuperate

on the fatted fish™ and trade with the Chilkats (1892, p. 869).
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After Glave and Dalton left Neskatahin and headed north they encouyntered
Indians from Hutshi and Aishihik in the valley between these two lakes.
These people had spent the spring trading at Neskatahin but were now one
of the many small northern groups which had spread out to comb the land
and to dry and cache food for the winter. The area was very rich in game.
Already they had a substantial supply which they shared with Glave and
Dalton :
" They were all busy collecting and preparing a supply for

the long winter months ahead; already their roofed platform

sagged and creaked and threatened to fall over with its weight

of caribou, moose, mountain sheep, rabbits, squirrels and

fish ... All the game had been killed by one young hunter

the trapping and snaring department was managed
entirely by the women and children.. . The natives kept us
well supplied with game and delicious moose steaks,

mutton cutlets, and sun- dried rabbits and reinforced our
usual insipid fare * (1892, p. 876).

Glave also described their seasonal cycle by 1890, It clearly involved

more movement and less predictability than the yearly round of Neskatahin
people. In August they broke up into small camps like this. By late

fall they carried their supplies - furs and food - back to their headquarters;
however they left a good deal of food stored in various caches where they
would return later in the winter. During the winter they trapped furbearing
animals and visited caches when it was necessary. In spring they went south

to Neskatahin or north to the Yukon to fish and to trade. (ibid, p. 877).

Trails from Hutshi to Selkirk, from Aishihik to Selkirk and from Aishihik

to Carmacks have already been mentioned. They are further identified in
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In 1898, Tyrell followed the trail from Hutshi to Fort Selkirk and then to
Aishihik and noted that the Dalton Trail was really an improved version

of an Indian trail from the coast to the interior. (1898, p.42). The same
year, Inspector Jarvis met Hutshi people at Klukshu Lake, and also noted
that they sometimes went as far as Kluane Lake (1899, p. 105). A year
later a party of Hutshi people visited Brooks' camp on the 'Kaskawulsh!
River which he defines as (the west fork of the Alsek with its source in

*
Dezadeash Lake) (Brooks, 1899, pp. 349,389).

McClellan notes that by the 1890's, Aishihik people went regularly to
Carmacks in the fall to trade for tobacco, but that this trade was in
addition to, not instead of, trade with the Chilkats (1950, p. 136).
Accounts of visits between Aishihik and Carmacks continue well into this
century ( see, for example, Northern Lights, Vol. 3, No. 2, 1915;

and Vol. 4, No. 1, 1918).

Both Aishihik and Hutshi are deserted now except perhaps in summer when

a few of the oldest people return to Aishihik for a few months. Their
descendents live in a number of communities, though Hutshi people generally
moved to Champagne and a number of Aishihik people moved to Haines

Junction after the highway was built in 1942.

Until approximately 1914, the Alsek was known as the "Kaskawulsh"
from Dezadeash Lake to its junction with the Tatshenshini, a distance

of 250 miles. The present day Kaskawulsh River is a different river,
(Tero, 1973, p. 180).
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(d. Kusawa Lake and Takhini River

One much travelled route from the coast to the interior should be mentioned
briefly. A trail led from the Tlingit village of Klukwan to Kusawa Lake
(often referred to as Lake Arkell in old accounts ). Kohklux' map shows
that this trail led north from Kusawa Lake along the Takhini River to Lake
Laberge and ultimately to the Yukon (see Map #4).

Although no early accounts record encounters with people living at the

I.ake, Glave noted in 1890 of the Kusawa region :

" For many years this part of the country had been a
favorite camping ground of the Indian hunter. The timber
in the forest everywhere shows the sign of the axe and
the adze. In the fall of the year, the natives arrive with
their canoes and go out on snowshoes and sledges (for)
their skins and furs., " (Glave, November 22, 1890).

Trade : Kusawa and Takhini

Records of trade there indicate that the Kusawa Lake area must have been
frequently used by interior Athapaskans during the last century. Krause,
writing in 1885, described the north end of Kusawa as a trade rendezvous
used by Chilkats and interior Athapaskans (Krause, 1956, p. 136).
Schwatka learned in 1883 from Indian reports that it took twelve days to

cross the Chilkat Pass to the head of the 'Tahkheena® River carrying their
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effects on their backs. From there, no falls or rapids hindered them before
they reached the Yukon (Schwatka, 1883, p. 291 ). Dawson, writing in
1887, noted that use of this route by Chilkat traders was declining by then
because It was such a difficult journey from the ocean to the head of the
Takhini, The Chilkat River route took longer, but it was less dangerous
(Dawson, 1898, p. 160).

Land Use : Kusawa and Takhini River

While there are no accounts other than Glave's describing use of the Kusawa
Lake region before the goldrush, the references w2 do have to trade here
suggest that it was used frequently, well back into the early years of the -
nineteenth century. It is probably one of the regions, like Aishihik and
Hutshi in which land use was changing before FEuropeans actually reached

the area.

(e) Whitehorse -~ Lake Laberge

Although there are a number of references to the people living east of
Neskatahin in the Lake Laberge area, records contain no detailed descriptions

of their lives or settlements.

The Tlingit Chief Kohklux indicated on his map that there was a village
at the southeast edge of Lake Laberge at least as early as 1852 (see Map #4 ).
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A prospector with the unlikely name of A, E. Ironmonger Sola, who travelled
the Yukon River in 1897, came upon an Indlan camp on the west side of
Lake laberge and was visited by three canoes of residents from that camp
(1897, p. 62 ). Superintendent Steele of the North = West Mounted Police
1dent1fi-ed "la Barge"” as the site of an Indian "village" in 1898 (p.20).

McClellan learned from people in 1948 that :

" Before (1900 ) the Southern Tutchone Indians claimed a
fishing spot just below Miles Canyon outside Whitehorse,
and lived along the lower Takhini and at Lake Laberge as well"
(McClellan, 1950, p. 45).

Superintendent Wood (N, W, M. P, ) wrote in his 1898 report that there was
a village at the head of Lake La Barge where Chief "Joe Boss™(should be
Jim Boss ) lived with about twenty followers. His description indicates some

of the changes which must have been occurring by then:

All these Indians live by hunting and occasionally

do a little fishing, Once in a while they make a little
money as packers, and guides or by selling furs, mocassins
or buckskin shirts, etc. ... They do not travel in bands as
each family has its own favorite hunting grounds and

goes off by itself ,.. " (Wood, 1899, p. 41).

One very important document remains from this region, Chief Jim Boss
from Lake Laberge attempted to file the first claim to ancestral lands in
1902, on behalf of Yukon Indians. At his request a letter was sent to Ottawa
by a local lawyer, T.W, Jackson. The document outlines the chief's concern

that invaders were taking possession of Indian lands and hunting grounds.
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Because of white trappers and hunters, Indians were no longer able to

subsist as they had for generations and their numbers were declining
drastically. He listed the bands in this area in order to show how their numbers
*

had shrunk in the last few years :

(Probable Locations )

Lake Marsh 15 McC lintock River
Tagish 30 Tagish

Hoochi 200 Hutshi

Kluchoo 25 Kloo Lake

Iseaq 250 Aishihik
Klukshoo 80 Klukshu
Gaysutchu 50 Big Salmon
Tatsuchu 15 Carmacks (?)
Kloosulchuk 35 Minto

Haseena 90 Ross River

(personal communication,
Catharine McClellan)

The fact that this document was filed indicates how drastic were the changes
by this time and how serlously encroachments were viewed by the Indian
people. They were aware that they had rights to the land which were not
being recognized. No action was taken on this claim and the letter was
recently found in the Public Archives of Canada by énthropologist, Dominique

Legros.

*
On file, Yukon Archives.
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2, Tagish (see Map #3)

The Tagish people were lingulstically and culturally distinct from the
southern Tutchone discussed so far. They were Athapaskan speakers-
who became so involved in the trade with coastal Tlingit trading parties
that they adopted Tlingit language and customs, probably sometime in the
nineteenth century. But though some of their customs differed from those
of their southern Tutchone neighbours, they had the same environmental
conditions to cope with and their material and economic culture was

decidedly Athapaskan.

There are a number of early references to these ®"Tahk~heesh" speakers
whose headquarters was the river connecting Tagish Lake with Marsh Lake :

they are on Kohklux® map of the 1850's settlements ( see Map #4).

Schwatka indicated in 1883 that although Chilkats had for many years
prevented Tagish people from going down to the coast, a few were beginning
to do so by then (1883, p.292). In 1887, Dawson noticed that the Tagish
Stribe' was small, numbering about 70 or 80 individuals ( 1888, p. 203 B).
Ogilvie's account written the same year suggests that by then a number of
Tagish people may have actually moved down to the coast, and that was why

the population was so small (Ogilvie, 1897, p, 20)

By 1898, Wood wrote of the Tagish :

. The village used to be a large and flourishing one, but
only half a dozen houses are now left standing, ®
(1898, p. 41).
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He identified a "band of twenty” living at the mouth of McClintock

River under "Chief John",

One of the single most striking features en route fo the Yukon River were
the two Tagish ceremonial houses, modelled on coastal Tlingit houses.
These were probably built early in the last century and were old and decaying
by the late 1880's. Time and time again, travellers over the pass en route
to the Yukon River mentioned them (see Dawson, 1898, p. 164; Funston,
1896, 7th page; Schwatka, 1883, p. 301; Ogilvie, 1897, p. 20).

Trade : Tagish

Like Neskatahin, Tagish headquarters were situated at the interior end of

a major pass, the Chilkoot. Tagish became a major trading centre where
coastal Tlingit met interlor Athapaskans. Tlingit traders stopped either at
the lower end of Marsh Lake (near McClintock River ) where the salmon ran,
or at Tagish. They came in June, and sometimes in the fall (McClellan,

1950, pp. 139 - 42).

Funston noted that people from as far away as Pelly River came to trade here,
though more often Tagish went to Pelly Banks themselves on a trail via

Marsh Lake and Teslin (Funston, 1896, 7th page; McClellan, 1950, p. 139).
Trading at Pelly Banks was done on the west bank of the Ross at its junction
with the Pelly. Tagish went in winter on snowshoes to get furs back by spring
when the Chilkats arrived. The Tagish, dominated economically by the
Chilkats in turn dominated Pelly River people and made a considerable

profit in their transactions (McClellan, 1950, pp. 144~ 48),

In addition to the trail from Tagish to Pelly Banks, regularly used routes
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led from Tagish to Atlin (Dawson, 1898, p. 168 ), to the Liard (ibid., pp. 154 - 55),

along the river to Fort Selkirk, and of course, to the coast.

Land Use : Tagish

The Tagish use of land was similar to their Southern Tutchone neighbours,
Schwatka described their territory as extending all the way to Fort Selkirk
because his Tagish interpreter was useful that far. Dawson and Ogilvie

both described their territory as extending to just above where the Teslin

River meets the Yukon (Dawson, 1888, p. 203 B: Ogilvie, 1897, p. 47).

In 1948, McClellan learned that Tagish hunting grounds extended:

" ... north to the end of Marsh Lake, northeast towards
the Teslin River and east as far as Squanga Lake. To
the west their territory runs to the headwaters of the
Wheaton and Watson Rivers. The southern boundary
seems to be roughly at the head of Lake Bennett and
half way up the Taku arm. " ( 1950, p. 72).

Carcross, Marsh Lake and McClintock River were regular camping spots

but the main headquarters was at Tagish until this century (ibid., 70-71).

By the 1890's, the great Chilkat - Chilkoot trading parties were no longer
coming into the interior and Tlingit influence was declining. When the

goldrush brought thousands over the Chilkoot Pass and through their
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territory, Tagish people used their strategic position to become packers

over the pass.

3. Inland Tlingit (see Map #3)

Inland Tlingit people living in the Teslin Lake and Atlin Lake regions
originally inhabited the Taku River basin., Some years they went to the head
of that river, made a three or four day portage to the inland lakes and traded

with the people in the interior.

" All of the main clans of Teslin and Atlin also name
places on the upper Taku River where they used to
stay and from which they often parried raids (on) their
Tahltan neighbours., While still on the Taku, they
sometimes crossed to the Yukon drainage to trap, Finally
in the middle of the last century, they say, they began
to stay permanently in Teslin and Atlin, only returning
to the Taku in summer to trade their