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Fur Seals and the Fur Seal Question

By M. C.

# OME vears ago this country
heard a great deal about
“pelagic  sealing.” This

fur-seal at sea and is ana-
thema to all good citizens of
the United States. In 1897 Congress passed
a law forbidding the practice. It was the
cause of the difficulty between Great Brit-
ain and this country which resulted in the
Tribunal of Arbitration at Paris in 1893.
It has been condemned on nearly all perti-
nent grounds and from almost every point
of view, even that of the sea hunter him-
self. But it received a definite legal or
international status from the Paris Award,
which redounds to the benefit of the Cana-
dian sealer only. We have thus this rather
irritating  and anomalous condition. We
own the largest and only important fur-seal
resorts in the world, the Pribilof Islands, and
a fur-seal herd of great actual and much
greater potential value. We take a number
of seal skins annually on our lands, where
the animals are admittedly our property. On
the high seas, where our property rights in
these same animals is judicially colorable
though not established, many more seals
are taken than on land—to the ruin of our
seal interests—by Canadians under express
authority, by other nations, particularly the
Japanese, by absence of any agreement to
the contrary, but not at all by our own cit-
izens, on account of an express prohibition.

There was a time when pelagic sealing
was the only method of securing these skins.
In the eighteenth century the native Alas-
kans, particularly the Aleuts, intercepted

MARSH

them as they made the Aleutian passes to
or from Bering Sea, and speared the sleep-
ing or swimming seal from their open boats.
Toward the latter part of the century fur
became less plentiful along the Aleutian
chain. The Indians made excursions to
the northward, venturesome voyages in
open boats even for these skilled seamen, in
search of unknown land or islands. In this
they were led both by the migration of the
seals into Bering Sea, which hinted at breed-
ing grounds somewhere up north, and an
Aleut tradition of the islands called Amik.
A young chief of Unimak was said to have
been cast away on one of a group of isl-
ands to the north, but had found his way
back after a time. The Pribilof Islands
were Amik and were in fact only two days’
sail away, and had they not been “mist
islands” they would not have remained un-
discovered country for so long a time.
The Russians, of course, pursued the
seals at sea and in 1786 Gerassim Pribilof,
a saillor in the employ of a Russian fur
company, went in search of the then legend-
ary islands which had been the object of
many a voyage. After cruising for three
weeks about Bering Sea, sometimes in prox-
imity and see'ng frequent evidences of land,
he, early in June, by the lifting of the fog,
found himself off the high eastern end
of St. George Island. He landed hunters
with provisions for the winter, and himself
returned with his vessel to the Aleutians.
One year later the party on St. George got
a glimpse of another island thirty miles to
the north. They immediately sailed thither
and landed, naming it “‘St. Peter and St.
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Paul” in honor of the saints of the day,
June 29, 1787. The island later was
known simply as St. Paul. The party found
the remains of a fire, a clay pipe, and a
brass sword hilt, evidences that Pribilof
was not the first to land on the group.

That must have been a welcome sight to
Pribilof’s seal hunters when, during the
month following their landing, they watched
the tide of incoming seals. From indirect
evidence, in the light of careful estimates
under later conditions, it is probable that
more than two million seals came to the isl-
ands each year at the time of their discov-
ery. When Pribilof landed some of the
bull seals must have already taken up their
stations about which they would later round
up their harems, but the main body of the
seals had not arrived. They saw them
swarm over the rookeries in daily increasing
numbers, meanwhile taking such skins as
they desired ard pursuing also, the now ex-
tinct sea otter, the walrus for its ivory, and
the Aurctic fox.

In the early years of Russian control of
the islands, the seals were killed according
to no intelligent system. Any and all ani-
mals that promised to yield a valuable skin
were slain. At first the fur companies com-
peted with each other, and there was scarce-
ly any check on their depredations. Then
the sealing rights for all the Russian islands
were lsased to one concern, and gradually
more rational methods obtained, first by
merely restrcting the rumber killed, then

“MASSED” HAREM; BULLS, COWS AND PUPS IN CHARACTERISTIC ATTITUDES,

by reserving certain young seais for breed-
ers, and finally by forbidding the killing of
females of ary age whatever, the most es-
sential of all the restrictions. Under Rus-
s'an control the seal herd was twice so great-
ly reduced that it was thought necessary to
suspend all killing. Nevertheless, when in
1867 the purchase of Alaska brought the
seal islands into the possession of the United
States, the herd had recuperated to its
maximum as far as it has ever bezen esti-
mated. There was a year of excessive
slaughter—the interregnum—and the seal-
ing rights, fo'lowing the Russian practice,
were leased by the United States to a re-
sponsible company which alone could kill
seals 01 the islands. This company was
to pay a rental for the islands, a tax on each
skin taken, and furrish the natives certain
supplies. It was allowed to take one hun-
dred thousand skirs each year.

Pelagic sealng, as we have seen, was

practiced from the very earliest times. No
doubt its orizin was prehistoric. But after
the Russians discovered the breeding

grounds, it was much easier to get their skins
on land, and the seals were then taken in
the water only by the coast and island na-
tives mainly for their own use. The fur
seal skin orizinally had little or no market
value, the sea otter being the main object
of the fur hunt. The seals were probably
first captured for food. As the sea otter
and the land furs most eagerly souzht be-
came less plentiful, the sealskin took on a



ALASKA-YUKON MAGAZINE

market value and began to be sought. Thus
the rise of pelagic sealing was due to the
increasing value of seal skins. The Indian
in his open canoe was the first pelagic seal-
er. He had to keep close to land—his base
of supphes—to which he must frequently
return. Under these circumstances his catch
was limited. Finally sailing vessels came
into use, but merely to carry the canoes
much further from land, widening the area
of operations and permitting them to re-
main longer at sea. The weapon was chief-
ly the spear. Further expansion brought
white hunters instead of natives, and fire-
arms irstead of spears. These were con-
siderable advantages and pelagic sealing
steadily grew, and became an important in-
dustry.

This development of the hunting of seals
at sea carried some very important conse-
quences. It began to be noticed that the
seals on land were fewer in number. Each
year it became more difficult to obtain the
hundred thousand skins which was the per-
mitted quota. At the expiration of the
first twenty-year lease, the sealing company
had pretty thoroughly winrowed out the
killable seals from the herd. The next
year, under the new lease, the number of
skins taken had diminished near eighty per
cent. The fact that the great seal herd
had fallen into a declne was evident, and
it was acreed by all hands that this was due

459

to the excessive killing of seals by man. It
was claimed on the one side that this ex-
cess was chargeable to the killing at sea
by Canadians, on the other to the killing
on land by Americans. The United States
from the first emphasized her conviction that
pelagic sealing was ruining her sealing inter-
ests, by seizing and confiscating sealing ves-
sels when they operated in Bering Sea. In
these seizures she relied upon a right of
jurisdiction over Bering Sea, believed to
have accompanied the transfer of Alaska.
The vessels were all Canadian. Great Brit-
ain did not share these views of a closed
Bering Sea, and protested against the sziz-
ures. Thus arose a legal controversy over
the international status of Bering Sea, which
originated only indirectly in the fur-seal ques-
tion. The government already believed that
pelagic sealing was inconsistent with the
maintenance or increase of the seal herd; and
had in 1887 made a futile attempt to secure
concerted action of several nations to protect
the herd. In the following year an agree-
ment with Great Britain alone for a closed
season and a closed zone was all but con-
cluded, when a protest from Canada put
an end to a settlement on this basis. The
question was kept in an acute stage by fur-
ther seizures of Canadian vessels, a practice
which had been abandoned, while in 1888
there seemed a prospect of the success of the
pending negotiations. In 1890 Great Brit-

ZAPADNI ROOKERY, ST.

GEORGE ISLAND, JULY 15,

SHOWING HERD SADLY

1905,

DEPRECIATED.
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ACCESSIBLE BY MAN OR SEAL ONLY IN

THE SUMMER.
ain proposed a commission of experts to
examine and report on the fur-seal question.
This led to a deal of negotiation which
finally resulted in three important things:
First, an arbitration agreement; second, a
modus vivendi which was an abeyance on
seal killing pending the negotiations; third,
a joint commission representing both coun-
tries to furnish the arbitrators expert testi-
mony.

The arbitration treaty was signed in Feb-
ruary, 1892. The arbitrament was, in
brief, to determine what jurisdictional rights
the United States had in Bering Sea and
what property rights in fur-seals in Bering
Sea more than three miles from land. Be-
sides these questions an additional duty was
laid upon the arbitrators. If the decisions
were in favor of Great Britain, they were
to frame concurrent regulations to protect
the fur-seals at sea outside jurisdictional
iimits, based on the information of the ex-
pert commission.

The modus vivendi forbade pelagic sealing
to either nation in Bering Sea in 1891, and
by renewal in 1892 and 1893, and limited
the land killing to purposes of native food
only. It was merely intended to cover the
periods of negotiation and arbitration. It

ALASKA-YUKON
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was agreed upon too late to affect the sum-
mer season of 1891. In the two years fol-
lowing, the pelagic fleet preyed upon the
Commander Island herd. The effect of
sparing so many of the Pribilof seals was an
object lesson in later years. The joint com-
mission of inquiry was informally named in
1891, so that it could make its investigations
that season. It was made up of prominent
scientists of each country.

The Tribunal of Arbitration convened
at Paris in February, 1893, and consumed
six months in its deliberations. It decided
against the United States on all the points
at issue. It then formulated its concurrent
regulations for “‘the protection and preser-
vation of the fur-seals.”” These regulations
are still in force. The protection they have
afforded has not insured preservation. The
decline which was in progress prior to the
Tribunal has continued almost uninterrupt-
edly ever since, and today the herd is at low
ebb, probably the lowest in the memory of
anyone living. It is not difficult to explain
why the regulations fail to preserve the seals.
They consist of but two really important
provisions, restricting time and place of kill-
ing seals at sea. One made a closed season
covering May, June and July, the other a
closed zone of a radius of sixty miles about
the islands. Neither of these provisions went
far enough. The former affords appreciable
protection : but at its expiration and during
August there are plenty of seals passing
t> and from the islands in paths conveniently
known to the sealer. As for the closed zone
this 1s much too little of a good thing. A
circle 120 miles in diameter is a small area
in Bering Sea. Moreover, all the seals with
in this area are outside of it during the open
season, and even during the closed season
the females constantly pass to and fro far
beyond it.

The United States anticipated little good
from the Paris regulations. The first season
under them confirmed expectations, and
showed it was hopeless to expect them to
accomplish their purpose. Pelagic sealing
was resumed in 1894, and fewer vessels
took more seals than in 1891 ; the last year
before the modus vivendi put a temporary
ban on the business. The last article of the
regulations has been characterized as their
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cne redeeming feature. It provided for
their re-examination at the end of each five-
year period. But one year was sufficient
to pass upon them, and the government en-
deavored to secure their immediate revision.
The best that could be done, however, was
to anticipate the first five-year revision by a
comprehensive examination of the biological
side of the whole fur-seal question. Thus
another commission of experts was brought
into the matter, in fact two more, for this
time the investigations were to be made in-
dependently by each country. The results
were to be the basis of reconsideration, just
as those of the former joint commission were
supposed to make a foundation for the judg-
ments of the Paris Tribunal.

The American investigators, headed by
Dr. David Starr Jordan, of Leland Stan-
ford University, were prominent scientists
in various branches of biology. They car-
ried on their work in 1896 and 1897, vis-
iting the islands each summer, where they
made prolonged and careful inquiries at first
hand among the seals. The British inquir-
ies were largely made at the same time and
places.
ately to their governmen*s, the American re-
port filling four considerable volumes. A
casual reader notes a voluminous amount of
data and great detail. On closer considera-
tion one cannot fail to be impressed by the
comprehensive way in which the economic
phase of the fur-seal question is given a bio-
logical basis, its analysis of the critical and
moot points on which the question hinged,
and especially by its exhaustive traverse of
the claims of pelagic sealing. Broadly, the
main objects were the determination of the
then present condition of the herd, the causes,
if any, which threatened its existence, the
value of the Pans regulations, and what
changes were necessary to preserve the herd.
Numerous subsidiary questions were given
the investigators for answer, all with more
or less bearing on these main issues. To the
latter the most definite answers were demon-
strated. The herd was reported to consist,
in 1897, of 400,000 animals, and gradually
decreasing each year. Pelagic sealing was
named as the one chief and essential cause of
the decline. The existing regulations were

The commissions reported separ-'
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condemned as utterly inadequate and futile,
ard the entire abolition of pelagic sealing
prescribed as the sole remedy necessary to
rehabitate the herd. The British results
were naturally less insistent, but at a confer-
ence of fur-seal experts following the inves-
tigations, held at Washington in November,
1897, a substantial agreement resulted. As
the investigators had not international status,
and were not empowered to regotiate a set-
tlement, the'r labors now came to an end.
The matter was placed in the hands of a
Joint High Commission of the two nations
sitting at Quebec in 1898. This Commis-
sion had other matters of difference to set-
tle, and in the conflict of interests the fur-
seal question still remains in statu quo.

It is not possible to appreciate the eco-
nomic and political fur-seal question, the ani-
mus against pelagic sealing, or the fur-seal
itself without a survey of its natural history.
In this respect the animal is so unique and
remarkable that it needs not the adventitious
interest of a public utility to excite the keen-

ON THE ROCK-GUARDED COAST OF~-ST.
GEORGE.
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est aitenion. Perhaps more printer’s ink
has been spread over the fur-seal, directly
and indirectly, than over any species save
man. It has had a lion’s share of public at-
tention; it is an adornment to fashion the
cold world over; yet comparatively few
people have ever seen the living animal, or
ever will. Its abiding place is the high seas.
In the summer only will it go ashore, and it
then chooses a few stony beaches in the
most out of the way and unfrequented group
of islets lost in the middle of Bering Sea,
so curtained with mists and vapors that they
remained out of geography longer than more
inaccessible lands. Untamed and probably
untamable, it is not for the zoological parks
or menageries. One must visit the museums
to see its likeness, but despite the skill of tax-
idermists, the reproduction is usually further
from the original than with most mounted
mammals.

It is most interesting to consider that this
ammal is more a bear than a seal, and was
described by early writers as the *‘sea bear.”

ORDER IN HIS HAREM.

The true seal, such as the common ha'r or
harbor seal, frequently seen in captivity,
swims only with its hind limbs, which are
not plantigrade, has no external ear and
scarcely any neck. It cannot walk but wrig-
gles along on its belly with the aid of its
fore limbs. The fur-seal on the other hand
has plantigrade hind limbs, swims only with
its fore limbs, has an external ear and a
graceful neck with which it can “‘rubber”
to good advantage. It can walk on all fours
and, on occasion, gallop a rapid but short
sprint. It is a bearlike animal, which has ac-
quired thick layers of fur, skin and blubber.
It has a preference for a fish diet: and knows
the art of swimming to perfection, which has
taken it to the water.

The adult male seals or “bulls” spend
their winters well to the north, but south
of the Aleutian Islands; while the adult
females w.nter much farther south, some as
far as Southern California. Younger seals are
to be found in intermediate latitudes. There
are several classes of arimals according to



ALASKA-YUKON MAGAZINE

age and sex, and these have received names
amusingly incongruous and inconsequent.
These offspring of the parent bull and cow
i1s a “pup,” which, during adolescence is a
“virgin” or ‘“‘bachelor,” according to sex.
The bull and his polygamous family about
him, is called a ‘‘harem,” and its abode a
“rookery.”” As the sea bear masquerades
as a seal, so on all his family has been
imposed a various disguise.

Once each year a homing instinct asserts
itself, first in the bull and early in the spring.
He threads some Aleutian pass and heads
through Bering Sea for the Pribilofs to haul
out in May on the rocky shore of his fa-
vorite rookery. He takes up the position
he will probably occupy all summer, and be-
gins a two or three months fast, awaiting
in absolute idleress, save for frequent quar-
rels and occasional fights with his neighbors
over nothing in particular, the arrival of the
cows. These have made a long voyage
and the first of them do rot arrive much be-
fore the middle of June. Their numbers in-
crease gradually until a climax or ‘“‘height
of the ssason’’ is reached about the middle
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of July. The newly arrived cow is taken
in charge by the nearest bull and there is
now something to fight over. He seeks
to gather into his harem as many cows as
possible, often by theft from his neighbor.
Many a gallant adventurer is defended or
punished by the seal’s only weapon, his
teeth. His vocation during the summer is
that of father of a family, and his avocation
15 fighting. To these all his time and ener-
gies are given over; and starting the season
fat and sleek, he takes to the water in Aug-
ust tired and worn, perhaps covered with
the wounds and scars of battle and with a
skin several sizes too large for him.

Family discipline is rigid and severe dur-
ing two or three months of the summer rook-
ery life. The unit of the seal social sys-
tem is the harem. The bull when he “hauls
out” on the beach early in the season, some-
times on the snow, soon chooses a place
or “station.”” This is a very limited area,
the bounds of which he seems to fix quite
accurately in his own mind. Within these
he arrogates to himself absolute authority,
ard the mere approach of any of his own
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DRIVING A POD OF BACHELORS TO THE KILLING GROUND.
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A PILE OF SKINS, IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE KILLING.

sex he regards as a declaration of war.
Nothing except main strength and brute
force—as utter defeat in battle—can prevail
to make him leave this spot. He does not
leave it to seek his consorts—they come to
him. The newly arrived cow he welcomes
with a great show of interest, by going to
her and panting and gurgling affectionately
with his muzzle close to her face, a sort
of demonstrative courtship approximately
analogous to kissing. Once within his dis-
trict the cows’ movements are subject to
his approval. If they stray too far inland
a warning growl is usually sufficient to bring
them back. He ‘‘rounds up” the harem and
shows his authonty. If the harem is alarmed
and all the cows seek the sea in panic he
hurries to the water’s edge and bars the way.
He usually avoids using his teeth, but by
blows with the side of his head and neck
forces them back with more or less success.
Such as escape may be lost to him if the
pup is yet unborn, but with young ashore
the mother is sure to return. There is no
limit to the ambition of the harem master.
Depending on his age and strength, and

very largely on his courage, he may control
from one to one hundred or more cows
under present conditions. The average is
perhaps fifty.

If the harem is isolated in some way from
others, or is protected from adjoining ones
by rocks or other barrier the bull in charge
may have comparatively little trouble. If,
however, his adjoining neighbors are strong,
and have fewer cows, or if in the rear there
are some young bulls essaying their first ad-
venture on the rookery, his cows will be
stolen and he must fight. Fighting is one
of the most striking features of rookery life,
though greatly reduced under the system of
kiling only males. Much has been said
about the battles of the bulls, but probably
only an occasional encounter now occurs as
compared with early times, when there was
no check on the increase of males. -These
battles have been said to consist mainly of
a series of alternate bluffs on the part of the
combatants. The fighting is perhaps nine-
tenths bluffing, but the other tenth is the
real thing. The bull from June to August
1s instinct with ferocity for all his male equals
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who poach on his preserves, and will often
quarrel or fight for its own sake without any
visible casus belli. Early in the season, be-
fore the cows begin to come, they challenge
each other from their adjoining stations with
growls and snorts and angry demonstrations,
but less often come to blows. The cows
are the bone of contention during the season
proper, and it is largely by his prowess in
battle that the beach master secures a harem
at all, or maintains a large one.

The combats are often exciting to watch.
The animals approach each other, often with
head averted as if to conceal their purpose.
One lunges out suddenly with head and
neck usually falling short, when he recoils
to avoid the counter attack. The aim is
at the base of the foreflipper, about the only
vulnerable point of attack, and most adult
bulls bear scars in this region. The pre-
liminaries are often accompanied by a deal
of bellowing. If they do not succeed in
gashing the flesh here, they may bury the
teeth in the skin and blubber of neck or
body and with the mighty muscles of the
neck and shoulders seek to shake or push
the opponent from his position, to “‘get him
on the run.” Weight and strength count,
and an animal realizing himself outclassed
quickly gives ground and makes his escape
to avoid further punishment. The fight may
sometimes be to the death if the bulls are
well matched. The bloody wounds usually
seem to cause neither pain nor inconvenience,
at least their bearers never seem to take
them into account.

The numbers on the rookeries are aug-
mented constantly by the arrival of cows
until about the middle of July, which is
the crisis or ‘‘height of the season,” the
maximum number being present. This is
the high tide in the affairs of the seals,
with  everything at its busiest. The
noise of the rookeries is in full blast.
This is one continuous roar, never failing
night or day, made up of the blended cries
that issue from the thousands of throats of
the breeding seals and young—the loud,
hoarse tone of the bull as he bellows and
snorts in.-rage or battle, or his softer gurgle
and ‘‘chuckle” as he talks to his harem, the
higher pitched scream of the cow, and the
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short squeaky baby bleat of the pup. Each of
these elements is recognizable in the main
stream of sound, which in former days was
audible several miles down the wind to
seaward, where it gave the navigator his
bearings.

The baby seal is born very soon—with-
in a few days—after the mother comes
ashore for the first time. The seal is a
mammal, and the rookeries would be more
appropriately called nurseries. The mother
spends the summer in sleeping, nursing her
young, and in visits to the feeding grounds,
which are in the deep waters of Bering Sea,
over one hundred miles southwest of the
islands. Here she feasts on fish and squid
as devotedly as she has fasted, but soon re-
turns rapidly to her pup in condition to
nourish it for several days or more. On
land no seal takes food except the pup, and
they subsist on milk alone. All the seals
spend a great deal of time sleeping, an art
in which they are highly accomplished.
Floating on its back at the surface of the
sea, its hind flippers hoisted to leeward and
nose just out of water, it sleeps so soundly
that the pelagic sealer can slip unobserved
to close quarters and shoot or spear with ac-
curacy. On land they doze sitting up with
the head elevated to high heaven, lounge on
rocks in the most comfortable attitudes or
sprawl at full length on the ground in com-
plete abandon, often in the depths of slum-
ber, though the rookery about may be in a
deafening roar. The sleeping pup does not
awake readily. His companions in their
play may romp over or fall upon him and
scarcely disturb his nap. The visitor to the
rookery may stroke and caress him vigor-
ously before he finally comes to his senses,
whereupon he shows a vociferous resentment
at these attentions.

After July a breaking up of the harem
system and disorganization of the rookeries
is observed. The animals are no longer
in such compact masses; they spread out and
withdraw toward the rear, occupying more
ground. The bulls pay less attention to the
cows, are less impatient of intruders, rest
and sleep or take to the water to enjoy
a bath and wash away the land stains; and
especially to break their long fast by a



466

trip to the distant feeding grounds. The
pups are growing larger and stronger, and
travel about the rookeries and begin to take
an interest in the water. The half bulls (or
nearly grown males) and a few bachelors,
which have not hitherto appeared in the
rookery picture, now dare to venture thereon
and chase and tease the cows by playing at
harem master, and rounding them up in
practice of the duties which will be im-
perative within a season or two. Altogether
the rookery presents an aspect clearly dis-
tinct from that of the height of the season.

The cows and pups stay on and about
the islands until November, and then togeth-
er set out for southern climes. This is a
supreme event in the life of the pup. It
is but four or five months old and has tasted
but one kind of food, mother’s milk. It
must now essay a different mode of life,
for nursing is at an end when it leaves the
land. It must learn to catch fish and keep
in strength to withstand the buffets of the
stormy seas, or it will never return to the
islands to play with the bachelors and mas-
ter a harem, or itself bear young. Its life
al sea must be a strenuous one, and its strug-
gle for existence is attested by the fact that
only one-half of the young of one season
ever get back to the islands as yearlings. Of
the rest there is no tale to tell. They are
swallowed up in the sea.

In this description of szal life nothing is
said of those seals which bear the skins that
go to the fur markets. These are the bach-
elors, or young males from one to six years
of age. From this class alone, and almost
entirely from those two and three years old,
does the government take the skins. The
bachelors take scarcely any part in the fam-
ily life and do not mix to any great extent
with the breeding seals, save incidentally
toward the end of the season. They avoid
the territory of the harem master at peril
of their lives. They have no duties or re-
sponsibilities and spend the summer in sleep-
ing and playing by themselves on the sand
beaches adjoining the rookeries, always in
herds or pods. Here they sleep and
play throughout the summer, going occasion-
ally to sea as hunger or other motive impels
them. By the nature of their play they show
the powerful instincts which dominate them.
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They fight mimic battles with each other
without inflicting injuries, and attempt to
round up a harem like the old bulls. Their
habit of segregating themselves from the
breeding seals, combined with their stupid
gregariousness, makes the taking of their
skins a very simple and easy matter. The
pod of bachelors lying quietly on the
sandy seashore is cut off from the sea by
the Aleut seal drivers at break of day.
Frightened by the shouts of the latter, the
seals hurry inland in a compact mass which
is easily steered by a few men in any direc-
tion. They are driven to the killing grounds,
which are not more than one mile distant,
and at a speed not much over a half-mile
an hour. The seal, though capable of cov-
ering distance rapidly in water, becomes
breathless by a few yards of hurried land
travel and must constantly rest and recover
breath. Pushed to continuous exertion it
ruptures a blood vessel or dies of overheating
and excitement. During the frequent and
short stops on the drive the seals seeming to
forget immediately their cause for alarm,
begin to snap playfully at each other, or
fan themselves with their hind flippers, pant-
in gmeanwhile, much as dogs do. They re-
cover as readily and quickly as they become
exhausted.

If the route of the drive has any pools
ol water or small lakes the seals are driven
through these for the sake of cooling them.
Otherwise the wet grass and moist, cool,
foggy weather are depended upon. Fail-
ing these, the drive must be very slowly and
carefully made, and sometimes, when the
sun comes out and the weather is warm the
drive has to be abandoned and the seals
turned into the sea to avoid wholesale deaths
from exhaustion and overheating.

Arrived on the killing grounds the pod of
seals is held quietly and given a rest. Small
pods of fifteen to thirly are then separated
and driven up to the clubbers, men armed
with long wooden clubs. Seals of killable
age and size are instantly despatched by a
sharp blow on top of the head. They are
then quickly bled and skinned and the skins
placed in salt. Seal meat is excellent eat-
ing, and from the carcasses a large part of
the natives’ food is obtained.

If man had himself arranged the habits
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of the fur-seal, he could hardly have better
adapted them to his purpose of furnishing
continuously a commercial product of great
value. The living capital which furnishes
this product is not only not diminished or
impaired by the taking, but is benefitted and
potentially increased thereby. The animal’s
remarkable habits explain this. Its polyg-
amy makes only a small fraction of the young
males born, perhaps one in fifty, necessary
to the fullest propagation of the species. All
the females are preserved for the breeding
portion of the herd and the absence of the
surplus males is a tremendous advantage in
reducing the fighting and injurious nivalry
of bulls which causes the death of the young
by trampling. Thus the mode of life of the
fur-seal is exactly adapted to the land cap-
ture of a large number of skins without af-
fecting the increment of the herd and its
continuous normal increase. Likewise its
habits conform perfectly to the convenience
of man in the work of actually securing the
skins. The seals wearing them come to
the islands in the summer when alone could
access to them be insured to either man or
seal. They walk en masse at man’s will to
killing grounds and under his club.

Pelagic sealing, on the other hand, kills
not only the wearer, but the producer of
skins. The cause of its destructiveness lies
in the indiscriminate killing of all seals that
come in its way regardless of age or sex,
and in the unlimited quota of skins it takes.
Three-fourths of the pelagic catch consists
of female seals, and the killing moreover is
extremely wasteful, since many wounded ani-
mals escape to die later of their wounds, and
many killed sink and are lost before they
can be secured. Aside from the economic
waste, there is a humanitarian aspect to this
slaughter far beyond the futile sufferings
of wounded seals. Game laws universally
seek to protect the female in the breeding
season. As the best known hunter of our
country has remarked, ‘‘maternity must al-
ways appeal to any one.” The female seal
at sea always bears young, to be born per-
haps a day, perhaps a year hence. In the
latter case she has on some rookery ashore
a pup which must inevitably starve to death,
for no seal mother nurses any but her own
offspring. Every year thousands of little
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bodies, all skin and bones, strew the Prib-
ilof rookeries, having perished slowly and
miserably of starvation from this cause. This
has been going on for many years. How
much longer it will continue is a question
no one can at present answer.

Pelagic sealing has reduced the herd from
a probable two millions at the cession of
Alaska to four hundred thousand in 1897,
and fewer than one-half that in 1906. For
near twenty years after 1870 about a hun-
dred thousand skins were taken annually.
Last year the take fell short of the permis-
sible quota of 15,000. Under present
conditions each year there occurs and must
occur a shrinkage in seal life which the
government is entirely helpless to prevent.
The season of 1906 was an unusual one
in pelagic sealing. Having failed to estab-
lish outside the three-mile limit, a juris-
diction over Bering Sea as far as Great
Britain 1s concerned, the United States does
not attempt to enforce it with respect to
other nations, and therefore sealers of any
nationality are at liberty to operate on the
high seas. Of this the Japanese particularly
take advantage, and during the season of
1906 they were much in evidence close
about the islands and even hunted within
the territorial limit where they have no
shadow of right. In one instance they were
bold enough to land on the rookeries and
proceed to knock down, kill and skin seals.
This is a peculiarly exasperating offense,
since the slaughter is almost entirely of fe-
males, and to kill these on the rookeries is
now an almost unheard of barbarity. The
government agents, with an armed native
patrol surprised these sealers red-handed and
after killing five and wounding two, succeed-
ed in capturing about a dozen, who were
subsequently convicted and sentenced by
Alaskan courts.
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