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TH E  A L A S K A  A L L -W E A T H E R  H IG H W A Y  in one  sh o r t season  w as re a d y  fo r y e a r-ro u n d  tra n sp o r ta tio n , a n d  w ith  th e  ex cep tio n  

of a few  p e rm a n e n t b ridg es, w hich  a re  to  b e  b u ilt in 1944 , w as c o m p le te d  on N o v em b er 1st, 1943 .

T h e  a rea , u n d e r  the  ju r isd ic tio n  of B rig ad ier G e n e ra l L. D. W o rsh am , C o m m a n d in g  G e n e ra l of the  N o rth w est S erv ice  C o m 
m a n d , is c o m p a ra b le  to  th a t of E u ro p e . T h e  p ro b le m s  of supp ly , t ra n sp o r ta tio n  a n d  ad m in is tra tio n , a re  sim ilar to  those  of a m ilita ry  
cam p aig n .

A  life line to  the  A leu ta in s , a lo n g  w hich  supp lies to  th e  A llies m a y  be  t ra n s p o r te d  the  y ea r a ro u n d , it is a lso  a sym bo l of f r ie n d 
sh ip  b e tw een  n a tio n s  u n p a ra lle le d  in h isto ry . By m u tu a l a g re e m e n t b e tw een  C a n a d a  a n d  the  U n ite d  S ta tes, the  ro a d  th a t lies 
w ith in  C a n a d a  a n d  w hich  w as b u ilt a n d  p a id  for b y  the  U n ite d  S ta te s  G o v e rn m e n t, will be  h a n d e d  o v e r to C a n a d a  a t the  conclusion  
of the  w ar.

IW ith  the  ex cep tio n  of a ir-lines a n d  te rm in a ls  a t  D aw so n  C re e k  a n d  F a irb a n k s , b o th  se rv e d  b y  ra ilro a d , the  on ly  access p o in t to  
the  en tire  ro u te  w as W h iteh o rse , w h ich  w as c o n n e c te d  w ith  t id e w a te r  a t  S kag w ay , A laska , a n d  b y  the  W h ite  P ass & Y u k o n  n arro w - 
gauge  ra ilro a d . W h iteh o rse  is a sm all tow n  w h ere  som e of the  cab in s  b u ilt b y  p ro sp e c to rs  of the  g o ld  rush  d ay s of 98  w ere  p u t to 
use again .

A ll co n s tru c tio n  in the  S u b -A rc tic  m u st tak e  in to  co n s id e ra tio n  the  tre m e n d o u s  p ro b le m s  of su pp ly , t ra n sp o rta tio n , an d  the  
sh o r t  c o n s tru c tio n  season . A d d e d  to  this, w ere  the  p ro b le m s  of supp ly , a n d  o p e ra tio n  of eq u ip m en t, d u rin g  w h a t has b e e n  te rm e d  
b y  tra p p e rs  a n d  p ro sp e c to rs  as the  w o rs t w in te r in fifty years, the  te m p e ra tu re  in som e p laces  d ro p p in g  to 72 d eg rees  b e lo w  zero .

S now  d id  n o t p re se n t a p ro b le m  as it n e v e r e x c e e d e d  th ree  fee t in d e p th , b u t icing co n d itio n s  p ro v e d  v e ry  tro u b le so m e . M en 
h a d  to  b e  e sp ec ia lly  w ell c lo th e d  a n d  q u a rte rs  h a d  to  b e  b u ilt to  w ith s ta n d  th e  A rc tic  w e a th e r  a n d  ev en  then  the  w alls w ere  o ften  
co v e re d  w ith  fro s t an  inch  thick . B itte r co ld  b ro k e  d o w n  m a ch in e ry  a n d  p re se n te d  a co n tin u a l p ro b le m  of k eep in g  the en g in es  w arm  
en o u gh  to  fu n ctio n  p ro p e rly , if a t  all. N a tu re  p lays q u e e r tricks in the  N o rth  co u n try . S p rings w hich  flow o r “ b le e d ” all w in te r lon g  
o ften  b u ilt g re a t  m o u n d s  of m u sh ro o m  ice acro ss the  ro a d . S trea m s a n d  rivers th a t  freeze  fro m  the  b o tto m , cau sed  the  level of the  
s tre a m  b e d s  to  rise, overflow  a n d  fo rm  new  channels.

T h e  sp rin g  thaw  m a d e  a sec tio n  of the  H ig h w ay  w hich  h a d  n o t b een  b a lla s te d , an  im possib le  b o g . F lo o d s  h a m p e re d  the  w ork  
in the  su m m er of 1943 . A t one p lace , a f te r  the  sp rin g  flood  d a m a g e  h a d  b e e n  re p a ire d , a n d  the  o ld -tim ers  sw ore  th a t the  ra in s  w ere



over, a te m p o ra ry  b rid g e  h a d  to  b e  re p la c e d  seven  tim es in ten  d ay s— a n d  this w as in A ugust. M ost of th e  rivers of the  n o rth  a re  
g lacial in orig in  a n d  ca rry  an  en o rm o u s  a m o u n t of e ro d e d  m ate ria ). T h ese  riv e r b e d s  filled w ith  d eb ris  ov erflo w  in th e  su m m er an d  
m e a n d e r  all o v er the  valleys. A n  in stan ce  is re c o rd e d  w h ere  a s tre a m  ch a n g e d  its ch an n e l fo u r tim es in h a lf an  h o u r d u rin g  a 
freshet, a n d  the  level of the  v a lle y  as a w ho le  w as ra ised  five feet b y  th e  d e p o sit of g rav e l a n d  b o u ld e rs .

D esp ite  these  difficulties, d u rin g  the  p e a k  of 1943  th e re  w ere  7 ,0 0 0  p ieces of ro lling  e q u ip m e n t in use on  the  p ro je c t  a n d  1 7 ,0 0 0  
m en a n d  w o m en  w o rk in g  fo r 8 1 c o n trac to rs . Scores of b rid g es  w ere bu ilt, ran g in g  fro m  n a tu ra l tim b e r sp an s  to the  g ia n t P eace  R iver 
a n d  L o w er L ia rd  R iv er stee l su spension  b ridges.

N ow , the len g th  of the  H ig h w ay  is d iv id e d  in to  th ir ty -tw o  sections, w ith in  each  of w hich  is lo c a ted  one of the  m o re  p e rm a n e n t 
m a in te n a n c e  cam ps. T h e  fu n c tio n  of these  cam p s is to  p ro v id e  b ases  fro m  w hich  ro u tin e  p a tro ls  can  o p e ra te . T h e re  a re  e igh t a reas  
e s tab lish ed  a lo n g  the  H ig h w ay  a n d  its feed e r ro a d s  as w ell; each  a re a  w ith  an  especia lly  e q u ip p e d  fo rce w ith  all the  m ach ines  an d  
too ls n ecessa ry  to  tak e  care  of an y  em erg en cy . O n e  of these  “ fe e d e r  ro a d s ” is the  140-m ile  H a in e s  R o ad , w hich  ru n s fro m  H aines, 
A lask a , a t  the h e a d  of the L y nn  C ana l, to  jo in  w ith  the  A lask a  H ig h w a y  a b o u t 1 00  m iles n o r th  of W h iteh o rse  a n d  b u ilt to carry  
a d d itio n a l m a te ria l in to  the  n o r th e rn  h a lf of the  A la sk a  H igh w ay  a rea , if the  n eed  w ere  a p p a re n t . T his ro a d  g e n e ra lly  fo llow s the 
o ld  J a c k  D a lto n  trail, o v er w h ich  D a lto n  d ro v e  c a ttle  d u rin g  the  K lo n d ik e  G o ld  R ush  to sell to  the  s ta rv in g  m iners a t  D aw son  C ity.

T h is  1 ,3 23 -m ile  ro u te  fo llow s the  “ P io n e e r” R o a d  w hich  w as p u sh ed  th ro u g h  fro m  D aw son  C reek  to  F a irb a n k s  b y  N o v em b er 
20 th , 1942 . In a little  m o re  th a n  a iyear a n d  a half, one  of the  g rea te s t c o n s tru c tio n  p ro je c ts  e v e r  u n d e r ta k e n  h ad  b e e n  accom p lish ed , 
the  s to ry  of w hich, one d ay , w ill be  a saga  of the  g re a t N o rth la n d .

B eg inn ing  a t D aw son  C reek , B .C ., 4 0 0  m iles n o rth w e s t of E d m o n to n , across m agn ificen t m o u n ta in  ran g es  a n d  th ro u g h  d en se ly  
w o o d e d  co u n try , the  H ig h w ay  ro u g h ly  fo llow s th is ro u te : D aw son C reek , F o rt St. Jo h n , F o r t  N elson , th ro u g h  L o w er P o st on the 
B ritish C o lu m b ia -Y u k o n  b o rd e r , to  W atso n  L ake, fro m  th e re  on to T eslin  a n d  W h iteh o rse , th e  go ld  rush  tow n, p a s t  C h a m p a g n e  
a n d  b eau tifu l K luane L ak e  w hich  in the  su m m er is a fav o rite  su b jec t fo r a m a te u r  p h o to g ra p h e rs  in the  a rm y , th ro u g h  B urw ash  L a n d 
ing, acro ss  the  A la sk a  b o rd e r  to  T a n a n a  C rossing  a n d  fo llow s the  T a n a n a  R iv er to Big D elta , R ich a rd so n  a n d  F a irb an k s .

A n d  so, w ar o p e n e d  to  the  w o rld  a h ith e r to  u n k n o w n  la n d  of g re a t resou rces  a n d  a w o n d e r la n d  of scenic b e a u ty  an d  ro m ance , 
a h eav en  fo r tou rists, scenic lovers, h o lid a y  sp o rtsm e n  a n d  ex p lo re rs . A  lan d  rich in tim b er, oil a n d  m inera ls , th e  g re a te s t fu r
b e a rin g  an im al reg io n  in C a n a d a , a n d  the  w o rld ’s g re a te s t fishing g ro u n d s .

A cro ss  sn o w -tip p e d  m o u n ta in s , ru sh ing  rivers, a ro u n d  g litte rin g  lakes, th ro u g h  fo rests  of p in e  a n d  sp ru ce  trees, rev ea lin g  a lan d  
of in d esc rib ab le  b eau ty , p asses  the  w in d in g  ro a d  of the  A la sk a  H ighw ay .



E d m o n to n , A lb e r ta , w ith  P ro v in c ia l G o v e rn m e n t B u ild ings in the  b a c k g ro u n d
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T h e  g re a t s tee l b r id g e  sp a n n in g  the  P eace  R iv e r on the  A la sk a  H ighw ay .



P n e u m a tic  d rillin g  d ev ice  a t  w o rk  o v e r a  h igh  p iece  o f the  A lcan  R o u te  in th e  Y u k on .



B arge w ith  co n s tru c tio n  e q u ip m e n t a b o u t to  s ta r t  the  trip  n o rth .



A  v iew  of th e  H ig h w ay  seen  fro m  th e  sh o re lin e  of a m o u n ta in  lake , fr in g ed  w ith  m ig h ty  peaks,



A eria l sh o ts  d ep ic tin g  c o u n try  th ro u g h  w hich A lask a  H ig h w ay  passes.



A  p ic tu resq u e  aerial sh o t o f c o u n try  th ro u g h  w hich  th e  H ig h w a y  passes.



V iew  o f S o ld ie rs ' S um m it, w h e re  o p e n in g  c e re m o n y  of A la sk a  H ig h w ay  to o k  p lace.
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R o a d  signs on the  A lask a n  H ig h w ay  n e a r  W atso n  L ake.



A  c o n v o y  of tru ck s com es o v e r  the  D o n je k  R iv e r on  the  A lcan  H ighw ay .



M

A n  o ld  In d ia n  v illag e  so m e w h a t a u g m e n te d  b y  U. S. a rm y  tents,



K lu a n e  L ak e  C a m p , a  m ix tu re  o f ten ts , log  cab in s  a n d  c la p -b o a rd  b a rra c k s . T h is  is a  b it te r ly  co ld  sp o t as the  w in d  sw eeps in  off the  lake .



D o n je k  R iv e r  Basin, ju s t off the  A lc a n  H igh w ay . T h is  is o n e  of th e  m o s t b e a u tifu l  sp o ts  on  th e  ro ad .
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