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Title: Claude Tidd Reel #1 Part One Glimpses of the Canadian Wilderness 
Date: [ca. 1927-ca. 1935] 
Location: Yukon, Alaska 
Identifications: Archivist 
Format: acetate, b&w, si. (Kodak, Agfa-Gevaert) ; 16 mm 
Time: 0:38:10 (time taken from DVD) 
 
Abstract 
 
Film footage taken by Claude B. Tidd showing scenes of Miles Canyon, travel along the Pelly River, Ross 
River, Pelly Banks, First Nations lifestyles, airplanes, WP&YR trains, RCMP, and a dog team trip to 
Whitehorse from Ross River. Most of the people are unidentified, many are First Nations people. 

Shot List 

Time Log 
(minutes) 

Description of Content 

0:00 [Yukon Archives title] 

0:10 Title – “Part One ‘Glimpses of the Canadian Wilderness’” 

0:13 Title – “Karl A. Barleben Presents Glimpses of the Canadian Wilderness By 
Corp. Claude B. Tidd Royal Canadian Mounted Police” 

0:27 Caption – “Introducing a novel series of pictures conceived and photographed 
by one of Canada’s ‘Mounties’.” 

0:38 Caption – “Let us go to one of the far outposts with Corp. Tidd, and see what 
this part of Canada looks like – Whitehorse Canyon and Whitehorse Rapids.” 

0:57 Mary Tidd at Miles Canyon on the Yukon River 

1:00 Mary Tidd at Whitehorse Rapids on the Yukon River 

1:21 Caption – “We start up the Pelly river in the ‘Thistle’.” 

1:29 Taylor & Drury’s sternwheeler ‘Thistle’ docked on the Pelly River; ‘Thistle’ 
pushing a barge upstream 
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2:21 Caption – “Suddenly a moose is seen swimming the river – (about 140 miles 
from Selkirk)” 

2:33 Moose in river; Moose leaving river 

2:51 Caption – “The ‘Thistle’ burns wood, so we have to stop for fuel - ” 

3:00 Men and a boy cutting wood at a wood camp 

3:36 Men loading wood onto the sternwheeler ‘Thistle’ 

4:00 Caption – “Farther along, we come to a trading post – (250 miles from nearest 
Postoffice)” 

4:11 Small boat, log buildings at old Ross River, four men standing, one man sitting 

4:43 Caption – “We land just in time to see the ‘huskies’ being fed - ” 

4:51 RCMP officer feeding dogs, river in background 

5:24 Dog eating 

5:32 Two men building small boat, river in background 

5:45 Caption – “A member of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police, Ross River Post, 
on 250 mile patrol.” 

5:56 Two men loading canoe; RCMP officer paddling canoe with dog in canoe 

6:33 Caption – “Primitive Transportation – Load of supplies leaving for distant post 
in interior” 

6:41 Men loading supplies into a boat, using carts to carry supplies down to boat 

7:11 Men poling a boat, one man putting on an apron, one man using the ruder; 
Men poling a boat loaded with supplies up a river 

8:26 Caption – “A bad stretch of water [Head of Hoole Canyon]” 
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8:30 Three men poling a boat upstream on the Pelly River 

8:45 Caption – “Indians hauling scow [Hoole Canyon; Pelly River]” 

8:50 Seven men on shore with a rope to pull a boat upstream on the Pelly River; 
Four men poling a boat upstream; Men unloading supplies from a boat 

9:31 Caption – “The camp baker” 

9:33 Cook Pete Picard kneading dough, tent and dog in background; Picard baking 
bread in camp stove, drops bread on ground; Men preparing to eat at camp, 
boat and river in background; Men eating on shore of river, boat and river in 
background 

10:56 100 lbs. of tea, five men packing supplies on trail; 11 men packing supplies on 
trail along Pelly River around Hoole Canyon; Man packing wooden crate on 
back; Scenic Pelly River view at Hoole Canyon, looking downriver 

12:00 Caption – “A forest fire” 

12:02 Distant view of smoke from forest fire near river 

12:14 Caption – “The yearly supplies arrive” 

12:17 Men on boat loaded with supplies 

12:30 Men unloading supplies from boat at Pelly Banks 

12:49 Caption – “Indians coming to the post for supplies” 

12:54 Men and a boy walking with pack dogs alongside a river; Men with dogs next 
to log building at Ross River 

13:21 Man poling narrow raft loaded with dogs and supplies 

13:54 Caption – “Hauling water – 20 degrees below zero” 
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14:00 Man filing bucket with water from hole in ice in winter, pouring bucket into 
barrel on sled, buildings in background; Man transporting barrel of water on 
sled with two sled dogs 

14:20 Cat hauling two loaded skids in winter, log building in background 

14:42 Two dogs, cat pulling two skids loaded with people and supplies, dogs 
running in snow alongside cat train  

15:28 People gathered around Fairchild airplane ‘GC-ARM’ on skis, probably on 
snow and ice covered river 

15:48 Fairchild airplane ‘GC-ARM’ with pilot Everett Wasson on skis taking off in 
winter from frozen Yukon River at Whitehorse, dry-docked sternwheelers in 
background 

16:02 Winter view of snow covered landscape filmed from back of moving WP&YR 
train around Bennett; WP&YR rotary snowplow clearing snow off railway 
tracks filmed from stationary WP&YR train; WP&YR rotary snowplow clearing 
snow off railway tracks 

17:47 Scenic view of Lynn Canal 

18:06 Men loading freight onto tarp covered barge, ‘Yukon Rose’ docked behind; 
‘Yukon Rose’ pushing tarp covered barge (1929) 

18:43 Men moving supplies 

18:58 ‘Yukon Rose’ and tarp covered barge docked along shore 

19:14 Close-up of man using tool 

19:29 Men with supplies along river; Three men pushing boat upstream; Tarp 
covered barge; Men unloading supplies from tarp covered barge, ‘Yukon Rose’ 
in background; Unloaded freight with log buildings in background 

20:19 Ross River children; Children eating; Two women with three children 
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21:22 Caption – “Glimpses of Indian life in the interior of the Yukon” 

21:23 Caption – “A spring catch” 

21:24 Trading Post at Pelly banks, man reviewing furs, men watching 

21:41 Caption – “Indians spearing salmon” 

21:44 Man walking out of river after catching fish; Man on shore clubbing fish; Two 
men displaying their caught fish (salmon) next to river; Two men wading in 
river to catch fish; Man on shore clubbing caught fish  

22:37 Brodin Sterriah sitting in tent making fish net 

23:00 Two men standing in a boat setting out a fish net 

23:33 Man in boat bringing in fish net, clubbing fish, man displaying caught fish 
(salmon) 

24:36 Two young women (including Mary Dick) carrying four fish (salmon) at Fort 
Selkirk, dog following them 

25:15 Children next to tent, two girls cleaning fish (salmon), dog watching 

26:06 Man poling moose skin boat upstream 

27:02 Two men storing supplies in high cache, one man is on the cache and one man 
is on the ground, pulling the supplies up with a rope 

27:21 Caption – “What’s a 600 mile trip by dog sled in winter for mail?” 

27:27 Claude Tidd loading a dog sled with gear for trip to Whitehorse, includes a 
camp stove and snowshoes, he is smoking a pipe 

28:42 Claude Tidd harnessing two dogs to dog sled, he is smoking a pipe, log 
building in background 

29:16 Claude Tidd setting off with sled and four dog team 
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29:25 Claude Tidd making camp, chopping wood with axe, sled and four dogs in 
foreground, log cabin in background 

29:57 Claude Tidd carrying gear across ice covered flooded stream 

30:24 Unloading gear at a First Nations spring beaver camp, people and tents in 
background 

31:08 Two women and a girl snowshoeing near Ross River, includes Rose, snow 
covered river in background 

31:26 Three children snowshoeing, dog team and snow covered building in 
background 

31:51 Claude Tidd making camp, carrying cut tree, using axe to cut branches from 
cut tree, dog and sled in foreground 

32:20 Claude Tidd chopping down a tree with an axe 

32:42 Claude Tidd at camp cooking a meal in a frying pan over a fire 

33:22 Claude Tidd at camp eating a meal 

33:43 Close-up of harnessed sled dog 

33:53 Three men walking with four dog sleds on trail 

34:24 Two men walking with two dog sleds on trail 

34:39 Two men taking two dog sleds down a hill, the men are wearing snowshoes 

35:05 Men and dog teams at camp; Cutting branches of fallen trees; Three men 
around a fire; Dog and tent, man loading bag onto sled 

36:18 Two men with three dog sleds on trail on snow covered river 

36:59 Men with dog sleds, man and woman present, log buildings in background 

37:19 Men with sleds and dog teams on trail 
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37:52 Caption – “The first mail for eight months” 

37:57 Claude Tidd unloading bags from dog sled at Ross River, snow covered river 
in background, snowshoes stuck in snow 

38:20 [end of recording – continues on Reel #2] 

 


