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Accidents, loss of big needle: 101/2. see also Injuries, Plane crash. 

Address change: 53/1 

Air travel, cost of fare: 88/3. 

Airlines, Canadian Pacific: 40/1. Ticket to Edmonton in pocket: 112/1. Flights to Edmonton delayed: 
118/1. 

Airplane/s: 49/3. Accidents, six in one week: 98/1. 6-week reservation required for return home: 
106/2. Travel to Edmonton via: 119/1. Postcard from Edmonton plane: 120/1. (see also Plane crash) 

Airports. Fort St. John: 40/1. Watson Lake: 40/2-3. Whitehorse: 40/3, 98/1, 101/2. 

Alaska, a farm in: 76/3 

Anderson College: 21/2 

Animals: 16/2. Fox: 47/4, (soldiers hand-feeding) 97/3. Gophers: 42/2, 48/2. Pronghorn: 5/1, 13/1. 
Rabbits: 16/2. Turtle: 47/4. Weasels: 8/3. Wolves: 29/3. (see also Bear, Gopher, Moose and Wolves) 

Anniversary, wedding: 42/1 

Army, compared to civilian highway work/workers: 61/2. Being called for active service to: 67/5, 74/2-
3, 81/2. Contracts: 65/2. Orders from: 38/1. Pay: 19/1, 65/2. Relations with: 74/3, 113/2. Resentment 
of civilian workers: 65/2. Takeover of Camp Macrae [MacRae]: 61/1. Takeover of Suburban Heights: 
117/1. Its role in returning workers to their homes: 106/1. See also Engineers. 

Aurora borealis (see Northern lights) 

Ax, for splitting wood: 21/2 

Back trouble: (see Illness) 

Badge number: 8/3 

Baking for sale by Helen: 54/1, 58/2, 63/1. Help by boys: 58/5 

Bank, Whitehorse: 101/2. Draft: 106/4. 

Barracks: 10/5, 17/2. Sixteen more needed: 109/1. Building of: 111/3, 113/1-2. Completion of 
construction, 100 men working on: 116/1-2. (see also Loxtave) 

Bathing/toilet facilities: 18/1, 44/3. Showers: 73/2. 

Battle Creek, Michigan: (train stop coming home) 117/2. Working in: 117/2. 

Bear, grizzly: 80/2. Behavior: 83/4. Death and injury from: 76/4. Signs thereof: 32/2, 66/1-2, 75/2 

Bechtel-Price-Callahan: 28/1, 29/1 

Beds, bedding: 82/2. Making of: 82/2. 

Believe, live and love: 115/2 

Benson place: 47/2, 58/1. Negatives of: 96/1. Value of: 91/2, 94/1-2. I don’t want: 94/1. We don't 

want: 94/2. Reconsidered: 98/2. Best buy: 106/4. Cost of: 106/4, 118/2. Soil quality on: 107/1. Pros 
and cons of: 109/3, 118/2. Pulpwood on: 111/1-2. Not positive about: 118/2. 

Benson, Ma: 1/1, 3/2, (Mrs. B.) 17/4, 83/2-3, 91/2, 96/1. 

Bible quotation: 42/2. Paul: 61/3. 
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Birds: 16/2, 60/2. Migration of: 84/1. Bluebird: 50/4, 60/2. Chickadees: 16/2, 75/2. Ducks: 20/1. 
Eagles: 2/1, 75/2. Feeding of: 47/4, 82/3. Flicker: 20/1. Goshawk: 55/3. Grey Jay (Whisky jack, Canada 
jay, or Lumberjack): 16/2, 47/4, 84/2, 96/3, (stealing food) 102/2. Gyrfalcon: 84/2, (size, hunting 
technique) 85/1, 92/3, 96/3. Hawks: 20/1. Junco: 18/2, 22/2, 28/2, 50/4, 60/2. Kinglet: 20/1. 
Lumberjack: see Grey Jay. Magpie: 49/3, 56/2. Nuthatch: 28/2. Owl: 28/2, 84/2. Photograph of: 72/3. 
Prairie horned lark: 1/2. Ptarmigan: 84/1-2. Red-winged blackbird: 20/1. Robin: 18/2, 20/1, 50/4, 
60/2. Sapsucker: 50/4. Sparrow: 21/2, (song) 20/1, (white-crowned) 21/2. Sparrow hawk: 96/3. Snow 
bunting: 20/1. Swallow, Barn: 50/4, 60/2. Tern, Arctic: 43/2. Unknown: 20/2, 39/2, 41/4. 
Whippoorwill: 60/2. Whisky jack:, see grey Jay. Woodpecker, downy: 16/2.  

Birthdays, Martin and David: 119/2. 

Blackout nickels: 15/2 

Blankets: 82/1. Hudson's Bay: 4/2, 12/5, 50/2, 57/3, 58/3, 65/2, 76/3. Cost of: 86/1, 92/3. 
Unavailability of: 62/2 

Blessings, of God, for finding work: 106/3.  

Board and lodging: 7/2, 10/3, 14/2, 18/3, 92/2. $150 per month per man: 100/2. 

Boats, Tutshi: 44/2. Capacity, 600, for returnees to home at 10-day intervals: 106/2. 

Bonds ($25) for the boys: 93/2, 98/1-2. 

Bonus pay: 63/2 

Book(s), Canadian wildflowers: 53/1. Microbe Hunters, by de Kruif: 86/2, 87/3, (read to boys) 94/2. 
Magnificent Obsession, by Douglas: 95/1-2, (easing Bill's worries) 97/1, seeking Helen's reaction: 
104/2, 106/4. Forward the Nation, by Peattie: 105/1. Pocket Books: 106/4. 

Borrowing money (see Loan, Mortgage) 

Boys: 1/1, 3/3, 5/2, 7/3 8/3, 10/1, 12/5, 76/1. Their development: 55/1. Pride in: 112/2. Missing of: 
119/2. (see also Martin, David, George, Messages to) 

Bridges, Cut Bank: 29/2. Dawson Creek: 20/1, 21/1, 25/2. Peace River: 8/1, 10/5, (ice taking out 
wooden bridge) 13/3, 18/2, 20/1, 29/2, 34/3, 35/1-2. 230 bridges to build: 13/3. 

Building a home: 47/2 

Bulldozer, Bill 's desire to train as operator: 71/3. (see also Caterpillar) 

Bunks, bunkhouses: 79/3. see also Beds, bedding 

Buses, to Dawson Creek for "termites": 97/2. Capacity of 30 for returnees to home: 106/2. 

Cabins: (see Log cabin/house) 

Calgary: 5/1-2. Stopover on way home: 120/1, 121/1. 

Camera: 3/2. Repair: 19/2 

Camp Mcrae (or Macrae or McCrae) [MacRae]: 40/4, 41/1-2, 44/3, 45/3, 50/2-4, 53/2, 55/1, 74/1, 
91/1, 118/2. Army takeover for winter: 61/1-2. Named for railway station: 68/2. As water source: 
82/2. Workers leaving therefrom: 106/1-2. 300 workers remaining: 106/2. Closing on December 1?: 
108/1. A half-mile from MHKCB camp: 115/2. Thirty-six buildings in: 115/2. See also Suburban 
Heights.  

Camp Robison [Robinson]: 41/1, 44/1, 46/1, 50/3, 109/1, (barracks) 114/2, 118/2. 

Camp, Army: 8/2-3, 33/3.  

Camp, Okes: 8/2-3, 25/2.  

Camp, Road: 21/2, 25/2, 33/2-3.  

Camps, (MH)KCB: 40/4, 68/2. "Termite": 119/1. 

Camps, moving farther north: 61/2, 73/1-2, 77/3. 
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CANOL pipeline: 29/2 

Canteen: 50/2, 71/2, 79/2. see also Commissary. 

Canyon: 45/2-3 

Car for Helen: 18/2, 58/3, 64/2 

Carcross YT: 44/1-2, 45/3, 50/2-4, 83/3, (plane crash) 98/1. 

Cash: 53/1 

Cat skinner(s): 46/1. Bill's future employment as: 71/3. 

Caterpillar, D4: 71/3.  

Censorship of mails: 77/2 

Checks: see Paychecks. 

Chokers/choking: 46/1, 88/1-2. 

Christian life, Bill's: 51/2-3. Behavior: 61/3-4. Maturity: 61/4. Bill as effective witness thereof: 65/3 

Church(es), meetings: 12/3, 14/2, 26/3, 79/3. In Whitehorse: 115/2, 119/1. 

Clothing, shoes, etc.: 10/2, 12/4, 18/3, 19/2, 22/1-2, 23/3, 27/1, 36/3, 38/3-4, 46/2, 47/1, 50/2, 53/1, 
54/1, 81/2. Company issue, or GI, felts (boots?), rubbers, parkas, wool pants: 73/1, 74/1, 81/1-2, 
83/4. Mackinaw pants: 88/1. Purchase of: 79/2, 83/4. Shipped by Helen: 63/3, 64/3, 71/2, 88/1. 
Shirts, wool: 58/2. Socks: 50/4, 57/2. Suit: 50/3, 55/1-2, (tailor made for $55-$80) 104/1. Wearing out 
of: 62/3. Winter clothing order canceled: 61/1. Woolens, not so needed on trip home: 121/2. (see 
also Property, GI, and Tin Pants) 

Co-workers: 39/1-2, 82/3. Relationships with: 57/3, 69.=/1-2. (see also Friends in Camp) 

Coat, fur, in store: 53/2 

Colonel in charge, re power to grant leave: 110/1.  

Colored troops/men: 6/2 

Commissary: 10/3. see also Canteen.  

Companionship for Helen: 38/2-3 

Completion of Yukon work: 98/2. 

Concrete, poured for mess hall: 116/2.  

Conflict, with Helen: 83/1-2. With in-laws: 10/1. With brother Nelson: 57/1, 62/2. 

Contract: 93/2, 111/2. Length of: 10/1, 13/1, 54/2, 56/2, 100/2, 109/2. Completion of: 58/1, 86/1, 
100/2, 101/2, 106/1-2, 123/4, (by February 22 or December 1) 107/1, (difficulty of release when 
completed) 121/1. Travel expenses dependent upon completion of: 107/1. Extension of: 107/1.  

Contractor management, failures listed: 107/2. 

Convoy, motor/truck, travel to Edmonton by: 118/1, 119/1. (see also Return to US) 

Cook, bull (see Work Assignments) 

Cooking: 26/1, 28/2 

Couderay, Wisconsin: 43/1 

Countdown of days until reunion: 92/2. 

Cows, raising: 21/1, 87/2. 

Creek(s): 45/2-3 

Crime: 12/4 

Crops, hay: 67/2 

Customs, declarations: 21/1. For shipments from Helen: 63/3. Inspection at border: 121/1. 
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David: 8/3, 11/1, 12/5, 13/1, 17/1, 4, 19/1, 24/1, 27/1, 33/2, 42/2, 49/3, 79/4, 109/1, 111/4, 114/1. 
Helping Helen: 56/1. His illness: 81/2. The farmer: 94/1. And Bill's violin: 111/1.  

Dawson Creek, British Columbia: 4/2, 6/2, 16/1, 28/1, 30/1. Fire w hundreds injured: 7/3. Movement 
of materiel in and out of: 10/5. 

Daylight: 12/4, 24/2, 25/2, 33/3, 41/3, 50/1 

Days off: 81/2 

Deaths (11) in Dawson Creek fire: 7/3 

Debts, Anderson College: 21/1. Wards: 21/1. Hayward, 22/1, 34/2 

Democratic Party - "a grab is on." 90/1. 

Dental work: 57/2. Loosing bits of molar and fillings: 111/1. Need for false teeth: 119/2. 

Departure of fellow workers, rate of: 88/3. 

Depot, freight: 21/1 

Disabled workers, difficulties in return home: 106/2. 

Discipline, Army, applied to civilian workers: 61/2 

Discouragement: 43/2, 50/1. Helen's: 67/3-4 

Doctors, Army, give orders: 100/1 

Dog/dogs, for boys: 71/1. As pack animal: 71/3. For sledding: 50/4, 108/2. Belonging to soldiers: 
113/2. 

Draft, draft board: 2/1, 24/2, 54/2, 67/5, 81/2. Classification: 81/3. Consequence of failure to notify: 
59/2, 61/1. Dodgers: 65/2. Release extension: 73/2, 74/2, 78/1. Permission from for Canada work: 
106/3.  

Drawing practice: 36/1, 57/2 

Drawings, by Bill: 13/4 (railroad map), 16/1 (Dawson Creek), 17/2 (WPA shacks), 34/1 (sawmill), 34/2 
(lumber patterns at sawmill), 35/1 (Peace River Bridge), 34/1 (sawmill), 40/3 (Watson Lake), 41/4 
(Caboose, Mountains), 44/3 (locomotive), 52/3 (wasp), 52/4 gopher. 66/3 (Reclining figure, two facial 
sketches), 83/3 (Annie Lake and environs), 86/2 (fox). By boys: 1/2-3. (see also Enclosures) 

Dream, of Helen: 108/2. 

Drunks on my bed: 109/3, (brawling until 3 a.m.) 110/1-2. 

Duck, how to clean: 63/1 

Dust: 18/2, 56/3 

Duty, customs: 4/2 

Dynamite: 23/1. Explosion and fire in Dawson Creek: 7/3. Guarding: 20/1, 21/1, 22/2, 25/1-2, 33/3 

Eating (see Food) 

Edgewater, Wisconsin: 6/3, 11/1, (stopping on way to Michigan) 100/2.  

Edmonton: 6/2, 13/1, 119/1. 

Electricity, available at home: 100/1. 

Employment on return home: 71/3. (see also Caterpillar, Bulldozer, Welder, Work) 

Enclosures, spruce gum: 34/4. Plant with flowers: 34/4. Self-portrait: 119/3. 

Engagement to be married: 42/1 

Engineering, engineers: 6/2. Failed projects: 85/1-2. Confusion orders of: 113/2. 

Europe, conditions in, improvements to come: 115/1-2. 

Evil in the world vs. Good: 115/1-2. 

Exchange rate: 10/3 
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Expenses, enumerated, Bill's: 92/2-3, 100/2. Keep track of for taxes: 123/5. (see also Board and 
lodging) 

Explosion: 7/3 

Extending stay in Canada: 94/2. 

Fairbanks, construction moving toward: 97/3. 

Faith: 23/4, 26/2. By boys: 107/2. (see also Trust in God) 

Fall colors: 75/1, 84/1. 

Family relations, weakened by separation: 94/3. 

Farms, farming: 16/1-2, 24/1, 48/1-2, 87/2, 118/2. Purchase/cost: 23/3, 47/2, 56/2, 58/1, 62/1, 67/2-
3, 78/1, 79/1, 81/1-2, 91/1-2, 97/1, 123/5. Uncertainty about: 103/2. Preference for farm over move 
to Michigan: 106/3. Products dedicated to God's service: 114/3. Where love will flourish: 114/3. (see 
also Benson, Nohejl, Schones and Shrock) 

Fear, of God: 115/1-2.  

Federal Land Bank: 52/2, 57/2. Repayment method: 58/1 

Ferries: 47/3. Peace River: 10/5, 13/1, 15/1, 29/2, 36/3, Accident on Peace River, 18/2.  

Ferry Command military air service: Civilian use of, and cost: 88/2-3, 90/2. 

Fidelity, of wives: 69/1 

Film, photos: 8/3, 13/2, 18/3, 19/1, 2, 20/1, 23/4, 36/1 

Finances: 11/2, 74/2, 76/1, 77/2, 81/1, 84/2, 87/12, 96/1-2, 118/1, 123/4-5. For winter living: 106/3. 
Better after collector visit: 123/1. (see also Loan, Money, Mortgage, Savings) 

Finnish bath: 36/2 

Fires, Dawson Creek: 7/3, 15/1. Helen's: 17/3. Camp Robison [Robinson]: 48/1. 

Firewood: (see Fuel) 

First Aid, for broken finger: 93/1-2, 94/1. 

Fish, fishing: 43/1-2, 48/2, 50/2, 56/2, 57/1, 83/3. Lake Trout: 48/2 

Flies: see Insects 

Flight to Whitehorse: 40/1 

Flowers: (see Wildflowers) 

Flu among workers: 14/1 

Food: 6/2, 7/1-2, 8/2-3, 14/2, 36/2, 47/3. Cream: 50/2. Fish: 57/1. Ice Cream: 50/2. Milk, powdered: 
56/1. Fresh vegetables, cabbage, celery, tomatoes and canned beans: 62/1. Peanut butter: 90/2. 
Fresh eggs, spinach and milk to aid healing of finger: 101/1. $12 for meals for travel home: 101/1. 
Moose meat: 108/2. Thanksgiving dinner described: 117/1. 

Fort Nelson BC: 8/1, 40/2 

Fort St. John, British Columbia: 4/2, 5/1, 8/2, 9/1, 10/5, 36/3, 40/1 

Freeze-up: 98/1-2. Speeds up road-building: 97/3. 

Friends in camp: 26/3-4, 82/3. (see also Co-workers) 

Frost: 58/2, 70/1. 

Frosted lung among workmen: 58/1 

Fruit: lemons, oranges, pineapple, etc.: 14/1-2 

Fuel: Coal for Helen: 2/1, 3/2. Firewood: 12/2, 28/2 

Furniture, for Wisconsin: 116/1. 

Future plans: 17/3, 22/2, 57/2. Livelihood: 58/2, 67/1-2. Visit to Alcan sites: 57/3 
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Garden/gardening: 24/1, 58/2. To help support farm: 87/2. 

George: 5/2, 8/3, 9/1, 12/2, 13/1, 17/1, 23/3-4, 29/1, 36/1 & 4, 47/4, 67/5, 72/1, 79/4, 107/2.  
Cleaning beans: 60/1 

GI (government issue) property: see Property, GI. 

Gifts, for boys: 15/2, 18/3, 21/1, 33/2, 50/4, 58/2, 63/3, (impossible to find) 119/1, 2. From boys: 
21/2. For Helen: 26/2, 33/2, 63/3, 82/2, 91/2. (see also Moccasins) 

God, fear of: 115/1-2, 119/1. 

God's presence: 97/1. 

Gold Mining: 49/2. McConnell's mine: 56/1 

Gold Rush: 44/2, 50/2 

Gophers: 48/2, 52/4 

Grades on highway, 70%: 8/1 

Grand Prairie, British Columbia: (fuel stop for plane to Edmonton) 121/1. 

Hayward, Wisconsin: 2/1 

Healing power of God: 92/1. 

Helen's workload: 42/1, 50/3, 62/3 

Highway, conditions: 10/4, 6, 33/2, 47/3 

Highway, construction: 4/2, 8/1-2. Increased progress: 97/3. 

Hikes, hiking: see Walking. 

Homecoming, for Bill: 82/1. Itinerary for fellow worker, efficiency of: 88/3. see also Travel, by Bill. 

Homesickness: 54/1 (see also Loneliness, Separation) 

Homestead, Matanuska Valley: 84/3. 

Horses: 5/1, 84/2. 

Hospital, Alcan, in Edmonton: 88/2. see also W.S.E.D. 

Ice: 10/5 

Illness: 10/2, 56/3. Bill: 14/1, 66/1, 77/1,2. His colds: 68/1, 70/1, (prayers requested for) 107/2, 112/1-
2. His flu: 105/2. Boys colds: 12/1. Boys' mumps: 25/1. George: 12/2. Helen: 27/1, 72/1. Her back: 1/1, 
9/1, 12/2. Her eye ulcer: 90/1, (removal of eye?) 91/1, 92/1-2, 93/2, 94/1, 98/2, (nearly healed) 
103/2, 104/1, 106/1, 109/2, (not hurt by close work) 123/3. Her teeth: 10/1. Her hands: 53/2. Her 
earache: 22/1.  

In-laws (Helen's parents): 119/1. 

Income: 82/4. see also Finances. 

Indians: 33/2, 39/2. Do not set fires: 83/4. 

Injuries, to fellow workers: 88/2. Disability, rupture, prostate, piles: 106/1-2. In Dawson Creek fire: 
7/3. 

Injury, to George, burn: 116/1. 

Injury/injuries, to Bill: To thumb: 42/1, 43/2. To finger: 80/1. Broken finger: 93/1, (and its impact on 
his wages) 94/1, 96/3, (not healed yet) 98/1, 109/2, (no better) 100/1, (x-rays of) 101/1, 111/1, (affect 
of fresh foods on healing) 101/1, 112/2. (splint removed) 103/1, (extra joint) 106/1, (Will it affect his 
violin playing?) 106/1, 111/1. 

Insects, black flies: 58/2, 68/1, 79/3, 88/2, 98/2. Earwigs: 36/1. Mosquitoes: 36/1, 47/1, 54/1, 58/1. 
Protection (head net) against: 68/1 

Insurance, accident: 12/3. Life: 12/3. Medical: 12/3, 14/2 
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Ione and Ardean (relatives of the Michigan family): 117/1, 2. 

Jackhammer, work described: 113/1. See also Work, assignments. 

Jealousy: 38/2-3 

Kansas City Bridge Co (see MHKCB) 

Labor Relations (see Personnel) 

Laborer (see Work Assignments) 

LaBrande place: 91/1-2, 92/2. 

LaGuardia, Fiorello: 51/1 

Lakes: 40/2, 43/1-2, 44/1, 45/2. Annie: 57/1, 83/3. Bennett: 44/2, 45/1, 83/3, (plane crash) 98/1. 
Laberge [LaBerge] (project to break up ice): 85/2. Marsh (damming of): 85/2 Teslin: 45/2, 50/4. 
Watson, on flight to Edmonton: 120/1. 

Laundry: 23/3, 28/2. Cost of: 92/2. 

Leave of absence from work: 38/4. For 30 days: 109/1, (granted) 118/1. 

Letters, number of: 68/1. Stop writing before reunion: 103/1. Difficult to write when little to report: 
104/1. Intimate content taboo: 104/1. Buoyed by Helen's: 112/1. Diminishing number left to write: 
113/1. (see also Mail, Censorship) 

Living arrangements, family: 10/1, 11/1, 12/3, 13/1, 36/3 

Loan: 11/1, 23/4. On Schones place: 67/2 

Locomotive, Duchess: 44/2 

Log cabins/houses: 44/2. To build on their farm: 87/2.  

Logging: 39/1. Crews: 46/1. As occupation on his return home: 111/2. (see also Timber) 

Loneliness: 10/2, 11/1, 12/2, 24/1, 30/1, 38/2, 41/1, 43/2, 70/2. (see also Homesickness, Separation) 

Love for Helen: 26/2, 42/1, 52/2, 57/3, 59/1-2, 63/4, 64/1, 71/1-2, 95/2. 

Loxtave construction system described: 111/3, 113/1-2. See also photos in Synopsis (letter 111). 

Lumber production: 34/2, (affected by cold) 98/1. (see also Drawings: Sawmill) 

Macrae [MacRae]: see Camp Mcrae 

Mail/letters, irregularity, dissatisfaction: 9/1, 7/3, 10/1-2, 12/1-2, 13/1, 15/1, 16/1, 17/1 & 4-5, 24/2, 
25/1, 26/2, 27/1, 31/1, 38/1, 40/1 & 4, 41/1, 42/1, 45/1, 46/1, 47/1-2, 48/1, 49/1, 50/1-2, 51/1, 52/1, 
56/1, 58/3, 77/1-2, 108/1. Its frequency valued: 69/1. Frustration with: 75/3. Delay: (by weather) 
85/1, 86/1, (by landslide) 97/1. Its effect on Bill and others: 69/1-2, 74/2-3, 75/1, 87/1. Eight letters in 
one day: 63/1. On Skagway boat: 97/1. 35 bags of mail at once: 102/1. Sorted at Mcrae [MacRae]: 
109/2. Stop sending packages from home: 116/1. 

Maps, proposed routes of Pacific-Yukon highways: 4/3. Alberta-BC railroads (?), drawn by Bill: 13/4 

Marl: 43/2 

Martin: 1/1, 5/3, 8/3, 11/1, 12/2, 5, 13/1, 17/1, 19/1, 23/3, 24/1, 25/1, 27/1, 29/1, 47/4, 74/2, 76/4, 
77/3, 79/4, 114/2. Drawings by: 59/2, 62/2. Helping Helen: 56/1. Letters from: 62/2 

Matanuska Valley, homesteading in: 84/3.  

Mathews, George (younger brother of Helen's): 3/2, 13/1, 97/3. Housekeeping for: 62/3. 

Mathews, Grandpa: 2/2 

Mathews, John (Helen's older brother): 3/2, 9/1, 10/1 

McConnell, Charlie, a Yukon old-timer: 56/1, 58/2, 85/1. And wolves: 70/1-2. How he lives: 90/2. 

Mcrae or Mccrae [MacRae]: see Camp Mcrae 

Mending/alteration, of pants: 78/1. Of shirt: 88/1. 
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Message to boys: 63/5, 67/5, 71/3, 76/4, 77/4, 79/4, 81/3, 82/3. 83/4, 86/2, 90/2, 93/2, 96/3, 97/3, 
104/2, 107/2, 111/4. Bringing gifts: 114/3. About lumberjack birds stealing food: 102/2. About 
soldiers' dogs: 113/2. Re birthdays: 119/2. 

Messages from Boys: 9/3-4, 28/3, (letter from Martin) 122. 

MHKCB, or Metcalfe, Hamilton, Kansas City Bridge Co. of Edmonton, Alberta: 10/5, 30/1. Builds TITA, 
a movie theater: (in Synopsis, letter #23). Its influence in U.S. Government: 83/1. Takes over contracts 
of others: 112/1. See also Camp MHKCB. 

Microscope, to buy: 93/2. 

Milk, fresh, to aid healing of finger: see Injuries. Purchase price of to farmer: 106/4. Price of butterfat: 
106/4. 

Mill: see Sawmill 

Mississippi River: 3/2-3 

Moccasins for boys: 53/1, 58/2, 63/3, 72/1, 73/1, 81/3, 114/3. 

Money, handling by Helen: 76/1. On hand, Bill: 92/3.  

Moose signs: 32/1 

Mortgage on farm: 96/2, 118/2. Farm Services Administration (FSA): 96/2. Mortgage rate: 87/1-2. 

Mosquitoes:  see Insects 

Mother, Bill's: 12/1, 46/2, 57/1 

Mountains: 12/4, 40/3, 41/1, 42/2, 44/1, 56/3. Climbing: 45/1. Victory: 44/1. White Pass: 45/1, 62/1, 
84/1. (see also Rocky Mountains) 

Movie/movie theater: 23 (see Synopsis). "Texas to Tokyo" made the war more real: 102/1. (see 
"Sergeant York") 

Moving, to Union City: 100/1, 103/1 (?). Discourages same to Helen: 106/3, 111/1, 2.   

MPs (Military Police): 59/2 

Mud: 33/2 

Muskeg: 6/3 

Nelson LaBar (brother): 57/1 

News reels in movie bring war closer: 102/1. 

News/newspaper, Stories on Highway: 65/2. Newscast army newspaper: 109/2. News on radio: 
109/2. 

Nohejl place: 23/3, 24/1-2, 29/1, 33/2, 34/3, 52/2, 57/2, 77/1, 79/1, 118/2. 

Northern lights: 17/2, 71/1. 

Note to Martin: 5/3 

Oil deposits: 6/2 

Okes Construction Co: 1/1, 2/1, 3/1, 3. 4/1, 2, 6/3, 7/1, 8/3, 22/2, 24/2, 26/1, 27/2, 29/1, 30/1, 36/3, 
41/1. Contract with: 100/2. Overdue pay: 58/4. Resigned: 28/1. Work for not counted in determining 
stay in Canada: 107/1. (see also Camp Okes) 

Overtime pay: 63/2 

P.R.A. (Public Roads Administration): 9/1, 10/5, 38/1 

Packages, from home: 21/1, 82/1, 88/1. Cost of shipping: 63/3. Time needed to ship: 63/3. Stop 
sending prior to termination: 116/1. 

Pay rates (see Wages) 

Paycheck(s), missing: 67/1. Diminished: 98/2. Enclosed: 72/2. Retaining of: 97/3. Lifetime of: 106/4. 
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Peace River: 10/5, 30/1, 31/1, 36/2, 38/1. Description of. Flooding of: 38/1-2. Valley: 32/1-2 

Personal appearance, Bill's: 84/1. 

Personnel (department), re return home: 117/1, 118/1. 

Photograph(s): 24/2, 61/1. Enclosure (bird): 72/3. Family: 12/3, 21/1. Plane to Edmonton: 120/2. (see 
also Film) 

Plane crash: 98/1. Raising of wreckage, number of deaths: 101/1. see also footnote in Synopsis. 

Planes: (see Airplanes) 

Police: 12/4 

Popple trees: 111/1-2. See also Pulpwood.  

Post card, from plane to Edmonton: 120. 

Postage, rate increase: 123/3. 

Pray/Prayer: 5/4, 10/6, 11/2, 19/2, 25/2, 27/1, 28/1, 54/2, 60/2, 67/3. Thankful for: 65/3. We do not 
pray enough: 114/1. For proper settlement of farm search: 119/2. To find work: 123/4. 

Preaching vs. teaching: 38/3 

Prefabrication of buildings: 15/2, 17/2 

Prices, meals: 4/2. Hay, freight, gasoline: 76/2, 84/2. Other: 15/4, 84/2. 

Pride in Helen and boys: 64/1-2 

Procrastination: 12/2 

Profits for contractors: 90/1. 

Property, GI, sleeping bag, felts, arctics, pants, parka, blankets and pillow, its value $80: 108/1. 

Public Roads Administration (see P.R.A.) 

Pulpwood, logging of: 111/1, 2. Value of: 111/2. 

Quit Canada: 110/1. And work at home: 109/2. 

R.A.F. personnel: 5/2 

R.C.M.P./Royal Canadian Mounted Police: 6/1-2, 12/4 

Radio, at Charlie McConnell's, as news source: 109/2. 

Railroad(s): 41/1 & 3. White Pass: 45/2, 50/2, (open again) 98/1. G.T. (Grand Trunk): 117/2.  

Ration, books: 12/3. Points: 103/2. 

Reader's Digest: 10/2. Article enclosed: 95/3-7. 

Red Cross, liaison with families at home: 69/2. As medium for emergency contact, and how to 
execute: 110/1.  

Relocation of camp: 53/2, 64/2-3, 66-1, 69/2, 72/2. Rumor of: 73/1-2.  

Remittances to Helen: 24/2, 30/1, 31/1, 39/2, 45/3, 50/3, 52/1, 58/3-4, 60/1, 63/2, 67/1 

Repatriation/repats: 10/3, 12/3, 14/2, 18/3, 47/2. Payment of: 67/1 

Resignation: 28/1 (see Okes) 

Retraining as welder: 83/2, 100/1. 

Return to Canada, in 1944: 100/1, 102/2, 109/1, 118/1, 123/4-5. Doubts he will return: 121/1. 
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Return to US: 38/4, 47/1, 51/1, 54/2, 61/2, 92/2, 98/2, 101/2. Costs/expenses thereof: 58/3, 63/2, 
103/2, 109/1. Dates thereof: 67/4-5, 103/2, 104/1, 106/4, 107/1, 111/3, 112/1, 116/1, 118/1. Plans 
mentioned: 91/1. Uncertainty of/frustrations with: 65/1, 106/1, 108/1, 110/1. Days until: 97/3, 106/4, 
116/1. Thirty days until: 113/1. Two months until: 104/1. Compensation for: 101/1. Difficulties 
surrounding: 106/1-2. Methods of: 106/1-2. Pray for expedition of: 107/1. By Christmas?: 107/1, 
108/1, 109/1, 110/1, 111/2, 114/1, 115/2. Time is short: 114/1. To personnel (dept.) to expedite: 
117/1. 

Reunion of the family: 17/1, 24/1, 101/2, 115/2. 

Rice Lake, Wisconsin: 3/1. To live near: 60/2 

Rivers, Liard: 37/1, 40/2. Musqua (or Bear): 40/2. Pine: 35/1. Smoky: 6/1. Two Horse: 64/3, 83/3. Un-
named: 43/1. Wheaton: 45/2, 83/3. (see also Peace, Mississippi) 

Road Camp (see Camp, Road) 

Robison [Robinson] (see Camp Robison) 

Rocky Mountains: 40/2 

Roebling, John A. Sons Co., bridge engineers: 29/2 

Rumors: 51/1-2, 79/3. Of camp closure: 108/1. 

Sacajawea, her story in Forward the Nation, by Peattie: 105/1. 

Sadness, longing, in letter: 116/2. 

Sand dunes: 44/2 

Savings: 21/1, 24/1, 27/1, 50/3-4, 51/1, 52/2, 63/2, 4, 67/1, 71/2, 111/2-3. Disappointment in 
accumulation of: 94/2-3. (see also Finances) 

Sawmill: 38/1,41/1-2, 42/2. Closing of: 37/1. Description of: 34/1-2. Relocation of: 56/2, 64/2-3, 66-1. 
Travel to and from: 59/1, 66/1. (see also Work assignments) 

Sawyer County, Wisconsin (the family home base): (work for Hwy Dept) 117/2. 

Scenery: 49/2, 64/1 

Schones place: 47/2, 56/2, 60/2, 74/3, 77/1, 81/2, 83/2, 88/3. Advantages and disadvantages: 67/2-3, 
84/3, 87/1. No sale: 97/1. Price too steep: 100/1. Writing to Schones: 62/1, 77/1, 87/1, (with offer) 
91/2. 

Schools, in Edgewater: 96/1. 

Scolding, in letters: 123/4. 

Scripture quoted/referenced: 42/2, 61/3, 65/3, 67/3-4, 70/1, 76/2, 87/3, 96/2, 116/2. 

Separation from Helen: 13/1, 18/1, 27/1, 71/1-2, 75/1, 76/2, 81/1, 83/1-2, 85/2, 89/1, (and from the 
boys) 94/1-2, 100/2. During Helen's illness: 97/1. Months of: 68/1. Weeks of: 62/2. Drawing to close: 
102/2. Glad when over: 103/1. Is not living: 109/1. Never again, if God wills: 114/3. (see also 
Homesickness, Loneliness, Sadness) 

Sergeant York (movie): 23/1-3 

Shakespeare: 51/3 

Sheep, Indian hunting of: 108/2. 

Shopping trip, Whitehorse: 53/1-2 

Showers: see Bathing 

Shrock place: 52/2 

Skagway: 34/3, 41/1, 82/2. 1,100 workers there: 106/2. 

Skar, Thorvald (owner of Edgewater store): 10/2 
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Sketches (see Drawings) 

Sleeping bag, eider down: 73/1, 82/2. Making into a comfort: 73/1. Issued to workers for $58 but 
good for winter conditions: 108/1. Described: 114/2. 

Sleeping, conditions and facilities: see Beds, bedding and Bunks. 

Snow, snowfall: 17/2, 23/3, 38/1, 57/1, 69/3, 72/1, 76/3, 85/1, 92/3, 94/1, 106/3. Depth of: 82/2, 
97/2, 108/2. 

Soldiers, hand-feeding a fox: 97-3. Have priority going home: 106/2. Everywhere: 121/1. 

Splint, on finger, removed: 103/1. 

St. John, British Columbia: (fuel stop for plane to Edmonton) 121/1.  

St. Paul, Minnesota: 3/1, 3/3, 34/4 

Stars, becoming visible: 71/1. North star: 79/3. 

Stores: 8/3 

Stowe, Lawrence and Mazie (neighbors in Wisconsin: 90/1. 

Suburban Heights, a section of Camp Mcrae [MacRae] taken over by the army: 115/2, 117/1. 

Sunrise/sunset times: 71/1. 

Supplies: 49/3. For road-building: 10/5, 15/1 

Sweetwater, British Columbia: 7/2 

Tall tales, related by a lumberjack: 105/1-2.  

Taxes: 33/2, 79/4, 80/1, 81/3, 83/1, 94/2. 20% rate: 89/1. Calculation thereof: 82/4. Obligation 
delayed for some workers: 89/1. Victory tax: 10/3, 14/2, 18/3, 82/4. Consideration re farm purchase: 
106/4. Adjusted after collector visit: 123/1. IRS Collector visit, tax rates discussed: 123/1-3. 

Taylor, B.C: 31/1 

Teaching (see Work by Helen) 

Teeth (see Dental work) 

Telegraph/telegram: 47/1. On Helen's eye: 91/1. As emergency contact: 110/1. 

Telephone: 47/1 

Temperature: 14/1, 47/1, 50/1, 52/2, 71/1, 79/2, 82/2, (zero at Mcrae [MacRae]) 106/3. -20º in 
Fairbanks: 106/3. Helping reduce worker colds: 106/3. Zero or below: 97/2, 98/1, 106/3, 108/2. 
Warms with travel home: 121/2. (see also Weather) 

Termination, from MHKCB: 116/1. Request for/terms of: 100/2. Applied for: 118/1. 

Termite Camp: 119/1 

Termites (men headed home), by bus/flatbed truck: 97/1-2. 

Testing by God: 61/2 

Thanksgiving: 51/1. Go to Michigan for: 54/2. Dinner at camp: 117/1.  

Timber, stands: 58/2, 59/1. Cost of harvesting: 63/2. Cost of freighting: 63/2. Harvesting of: 64/2-3. 
Quality of: 63/1-2. Quantity harvested: 64/2 

Time, zone: 72/1. Change of: 6/2 

Tin pants: 58/2, 63/3, 71/2. 

Tomatoes, raising of seedlings: 123/3. 

Tracks, animal: 49/2, 77/3. 

Train(s): 3/1, 3/3, 6/1-3, 10/5. (see also Locomotive) 

Transfer to Whitehorse: 40/1-2. (see also Relocation) 

Trapping in Alaska, income from: 76/3 
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Travel back home, by motor convoy: 118/1. (see also Return to US) 

Travel costs, bus vs plane: 55/1 

Travel permits, Alaska, applying for: 119/1. 

Travel, by Bill: 3/1, 3. 4/1, 5/1, 6/1-2, 8/1. Back home: 63/2. By boys: 58/3. By plane to Whitehorse: 
50/3 

Travel, by Helen, to Michigan: 64/2, 81/1, 92/3, 98/1-2. By train: 76/1. By Pullman: 98/1. To 
Wisconsin: ("Sit tight") 119/1. 

Trees, popple: 38/2. Spruce: 38/2 

Troops/soldiers: 6/2-3, 7-3 (see also Engineers, R.A.F) 

Trucks, truck drivers: 8/1-2, 10/6, 11/2, 15/1, 82/2. Unloading of: 69/3. 

Trust in God: 26/2, 28/1-2, 29/1, 34/4, 37/1, 42/1-2, 52/2, 60/2, 86/2, 87/2, 90/1-2, 112/2. Regarding 
farm purchase: 96/2-3, 97/1, 106/3-4. Re finding work in Canada: 106/3. Re where to live: 100/1. For 
healing Helen's eye: 92/1-2, 109/2. For the timing of Bill's return: 107/2, 108/2, 110/1-2. To improve 
the world: 115/2. 

Trust in Helen: 62/3 

U.S. Employment Agency: 2/1 

Utah Construction Co: 27/2, 28/1 

Vaccination, typhoid and small pox: 9/1, 10/1 

Vaccinations, typhoid and small pox: 9/1, 10/1. Whooping cough for boys: 10/1 

Victory tax (see Tax, Victory) 

Violin, still play after finger injury?: 106/1. 

Visit, to Canada by Helen: 33/1, 34/3, 35/2, 36/3, 38/3, 47/3, 54/2, 55/1. The idea abandoned: 62/1. 
Impossible: 117/1. Visit home by Bill, feasibility of: 90/2. (see also Travel, Winnipeg) 

W.M.C. (War Manpower Commission), restrictions on workers going home with unexpired contracts: 
106/2. Consulting re Canada work: 106/3. 

W.S.E.D. hospital, for broken finger x-ray: 100/1 

Wages, deductions: 4/2, 8/3, 10/3, 14/2, 18/1 & 3, 47/2, 50/1. For truckers: 10/4. For board: 100/2. 
Rate: 3/1, 4/2, 7/1, 8/3, 9/2, 10/3-4, 11/1, 14/2, 17/3, 18/1 & 3, 24/2, 25/1, 28/1, 30/1, 34/3, 36/1 & 
3, 46/1, 63/2. Total earned/anticipated: 60/1 & 3, 63/2, 94/2. Associated with end of contract: 101/1. 
Raised to $1.26 1/2: 109/1. see also Board. 

Walks/Walking (hiking) by Bill: 1/1, 2/1, 3/2-3, 16/1-2, 28/2, 29/3, 32/1-2, 36/4, 43/1-2, 45/1-3, 49/1-
2, 57/2, 75/1-2, 83/3. 

War: 17/3. Meaning, results of: 74/3, 82/2, 102/1. News of: 109/2 (see also Newspaper). Surrender of 
Italy: 81/2. 

Warehouses: 8/1, 10/5, 15/1 

Washer for Helen: 81/2 

Wasp, observations and behavior: 52/3 

Waste, observed by Bill: 9/1, 10/6, 21/2, 90/1. 

Water, for drinking: 7/2. Supplies, sources, heating of: 82/2. 

Waterfalls: 75/1-2, 83/3. 

Watson Lake: 39/1, 40/3, 48/1, 50/1, 53/2, (on plane trip to Edmonton) 120/1. 

Weather: 17/2, 26/3, 36/1, 38/1, 39/2, 47/1, 48/1, 55/3, 57/1, 76/3, 79/2-3, 80/1-2, 86/1, 92/3, 94/1. 
Creating poor flying conditions: 85/1, 86/1, 106/3. Its effect on sawing lumber: 98/1. Effect on roads: 
88/1, (on travel home) 97/2. In Wisconsin, variable: 123/5. (see also Snow, Temperature) 



Yukon Archives, Bill LaBar fonds, 2016/27 
 

November 10, 2016  13 
 

Index of Bill LaBar letters 

Welding, Bill's training for: 71/3. Eye dangers of: 79/4. As income source: 101/2. The idea abandoned: 
111/2. see also Retraining. 

Wells: 7/2 

Whitehorse: 27/2, 28/1, 29/1, 34/3, 37/1, 38/1, 39/1, 45/2, 86/1. Move to: 40/1. Changes wrought by 
Americans: 101/2. Left for home: 120/1. 

Wildflowers: 45/3, 55/2. Bleeding heart: 55/2. Bluebell: 42/2, 55/2. Cinquefoil: 55/2. Columbine: 
55/2. Dandelion: 54/2Fireweed: 55/2. Forget-me-not: 55/2. Harebell: 55/2. Heath: 55/2. Lupine 
(moose bean): 43/1, 55/2. Paintbrush, Indian: 55/2. Pyrola: 55/2. Rose: 43/1. Sage: 55/2. Sedum 
(stonecrop): 55/2. Sempervivum: 45/3. Twin flower: 55/2. Vetch: 55/2. Violet: 55/2. Wild geranium: 
55/2.  Yarrow: 55/2. Yukon crocus: 55/2 

Winnipeg, meet Helen in: 34/3, 38/3, 46/1, 47/2. (see also Travel to Canada) 

Winter clothing (see Clothing) 

Winter work: 55/1-2. Work ending for Winter: 61/1 

Winterizing of camps: 61/1 

Wisconsin, moving from: 100/1-2. 

Wolves: 29/3. At Charlie McConnell's: 70/1-2. At work: 77/3. 

Women, no place for w and children: 10/4. In camps: 33/1, 47/3, 55/1. In conversation: 51/2 

Work assignments, Bucker: 103/2 and Synopsis. Bull Cook: 10/4, 11/1. Change of: 40/1, 69/3, 88/1-2, 
94/3. Cutter: 94/3, 103/2. Choking described: 881/2. Dangers of: 69/3, 88/2. Dishwashing: 24/2, 25/1, 
26/1. Feller and Bucker for MHKCB Co: 30/1. Jackhammer: 113/1. Job swapping: 88/1-2. Kitchen: 4/2, 
28/1. Laborer: 7/2, 10/4, 12/1-2, 13/2, 14/2, 18/1. Painter: 18/2, 19/1, 23/1. Sawmill: 34/2, 36/1 & 4, 
37/1, 41/1-2, 50/2. Truck driver: 29/1. Truck loading: 43/2, 46/1, 49/3, 50/2. Uncertainty of: 19/1, 
20/1, 22/2, 23/4, 27/1-2, 29/1, 34/3, 37/1, 38/1, 39/1, 48/1, 50/1. Unloader: 69/3. Carpenter helper: 
109/1. Sawyer County (Wisconsin) highway department, proposed: 117/2. (see also Employment, 
Relocation) 

Work by Helen: 60/1. Teaching: 67/1 

Work, focus of when back home: 111/1-2. See also Pulpwood, Welding.  

Work, missed for illness: 68/1 

Worker value diminished by loose conditions on Highway: 94/2. 

Worker/Company relations, with Bosses: 69/2-3, 79/1, 82/1. With MHKCB: 30/1  

Workers, average stay of 2 months: 9/2. Leaving for home: 106/1. See also "Termites". 

Workers, attitude of: 23/3, 51/2, 69/1-2, (drunk) 109/3, 110/1-2. Classification of: 72/2. General: 4/1-
2, 7/1, 10/5, 12/2, 17/4, 26/3-4, 36/4. Origin of: 79/3-4. Quitting/leaving of: 65/1-2, 69/2, 79/1, 79/3, 
(by bus or flat-bed truck) 97/1-2. Release of: 69/2. 

Workers, disabled: see Disabled. 

Working conditions: 12/2, 49/2, 69/3. Cold weather: 58/1, 66/1. Danger to eyes: 79/4. Hours: 20/1, 
26/1, 28/1, 46/1, 50/2, 52/2, 58/4, 82/1, (cut) 98/2. Lack of work to do: 63/1, 82/1, 94/2. Boredom 
relieved by tall tales: 105/1-2. 

Worship: 76/2.  

You are my God anchor: 114/1. 

 


